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FORESTS AND RECREATION !etc., where a camp ground i s gen 

jerally used. Fences to exclude 
All forests have some recrea- !stock are sometimes necessary and 

tional possibilities, but the nat- !fire protection is always an 
ional forests and national parks !urgent point. The construction of 
are the most .noteworthy i.n this re-!roads and trails is a neces sary 
gard. Last year over 10,500,000 re-lthing in open.ing up scentc country. 
creation seekers visited the nat- !Since fi shing and hunting lure 
ional forests and more than 2,000,-!many to much needed exercise in 
000 made trips to the parks. In jthe open, maintainance of the fish 
1922 the forests of Idaho received land game resource is very urgent. 
168,932 visitors, but the number !The field of game protection is a 
jumped in 1924 to 206,000 in. North !fascinating one, and it is a prob-
Idaho alone. The last few years llem of interest not only to the 
have provided a quickened interest jsportsman but also the nature lover 
in out-of-door activities and a de-land scientific student of wild 
finite movement b~ck to nature. We llife. It i s a question on the one 
re.ad about this development in t he I hand of insuring good fi shing and 
various widely read periodical ~· i I hunting for the future and also of 
nature organizations are increas- !pr eventing t he extermination of 
ingly active in their appeals for lour fauna, so that the American 
conservation of wild life and for- !peopl e may always be able to get 
ests; and some of our friends who lat least an i dea of what species 
are planning camping trips wouldn'tloriginally made up the remarkably 
have thought of camping as a pleas- l rich life of our forests and 
ure a few years ago. A great factorlwaters. 
in this new enthusiasm is the com- I The national park administra
mon use of the automobile and the ltion is devoted wholly to develop-
yearly extension of good roads lment of recreational values, and 
which are making great forest areaslthe fame of such as Yellowstone 1 

easily and quickly accessible. !Glacier, Crater and Yosemite Parke 
This adds one more problem to !has spread thruout the land. In 

forest management, and the profess-lthes e areas the state of nature i s 
ional forester, who not long ago !preserved. There are no logging 
derided the idea of providing for loperationsJ there is no water 
recreational development, now real-lpower development; there is no 
izes that it is a valuable forest !grazing, except by game animals. 
resource - one that has its place !Here future generations may see 
in forest management beside timber !something of the Old West with 
growing and grazing. !modern comforts. The parke are 

Recreational uses include pri- !easily accessible by train or 
marily camping, fishing, hunting !auto, and they have excellent auto
and the study of wild life. The !mobile roads and trails. Moreover, 
problems relative to camping re- leach park is unique in itself. Its 
solve themselves into arrangement !scenery and its plant and animal 
of sanitary camp sites with good ilife represents the best type of 
water, shelters, refuse disposers, !nature peculiar to these United 



' atea, and it has been the policy ~~~cause the lar ge herds of ante
of the Government to create parks llope (1,000 head) are in the 
only where the area concerned does l ~ outhwest corner of the s tate in 
typify a na t ural beauty and inter- !Owyhee County Ollt si de of national 
est. Many are the petitions, but !forest boundaries. If figures f or 
few are granted. We have no nation-lbears were gjven, they would. prob
al parks in Idaho, but the recently !ably te quite high . Tr ey are not 
created Craters of the Moon Nati on-lcons id e r ed big game animals altho 
al Monument is something s i milar, !the re 1s ~ tr ong sentiment for 
being set aside to preserve inv io- !pla cing t he m i n this category. 
late that rare area of wei r d vol- I The deer are most numer uu· , 
canic flow. isome f orest = (Nez Perc e , Selway, 

We do have in Idaho great f ore s t land Sttlm, ... n) nave fo t<r t c f i ve 
areas, both within and without t De lthou~ and eac h; the Bois e ha · over 
national forest boundaries, and the ls ix th rus and , and :he Idaho ha ~ 
opportunities for r ecreati on i n 17,000. Dee r are very adaptabJ e to 
this state are excepti onal. We have lvari ed conditions; t 1 ey a re not s o 
every phas e of outrto or attracti on lcon s p ic1~ou s 1n the wo od ~ as most 
from the lake ~ ummer resorts to t he lothe r b ig game an i ma ls, and t hey 
remote mountain crags acce s s 1ble !a re not so l i kely to te extermin
only to the pack string or by foot. lated by hunting. Dee r re spond 
Idaho has some of the best fishing !quickly to protection and i t 
and hunting left in the West. lseems that t his A.nimal wil l ftu·-

Game and fish are forest pro- [ni sh the bulk of our fut ure hunt
ducts, and their encouragement and ling. Pennsylvania lost i t s big 
perpetuation are a part of a well !game animals years ago, yet by a 
developed forest policy. Large f or-lwi ee game protect ion policy she 
est areas are worthle s s or too in- !has brought ba ck her deer to a 
accessible for grazing domestic !high point, and the annual kill 
stock or lumbering, but they will I of' deer in that state is abo L1t 
support game. The natural g~me 110,000. Maine alon~ supplies 14 1 -

fields now lie in rugged mountain 1000 head annually. 
areas where the animals have taken I A con ~ ervative estimate of the 
refuge from the rapidly increasing lpo ~; sible production of deer on 
horde of hunters. This is usually !the waste lands of the United 
national forest territory. It is a !States is 2,000 1 000 annually. At 
forest problem to oare for this Ia valuation of $10.00 per head 
game. I this resource would yield #20,-

A game oensus has been made on 1000,000 a year, and the benefit~ 
the national forests and it shows lof healthful recreation for the 
some interesting features f or Idaholthousands of sportsmen who take 
as follows: Ito the field every year have far 

Antelope ...................... , ....... 765 
Deer ........ -....................... 45,021 
Elk .............. -.............. _ ....... 5, 213 
Moose ., ................................. _ .. 579 
Mountain Goats ...... 3,452 
Mountain Sheep ...... 1, 222 

!greater value. 
I Another important item in de
ltermining the recreati onal value 
!of any region is the amount of 
!good fishing that it affnrds. Be
lcause of its beaut y and gameness 
!trout probably is our popular · 
!game fish. Idaho's lakes and 

Tbe figures indicate an in- I streams a.re ideal for the gro,:wth 
crease of all animals except moun- lof several ~ peoies of trout, and 
tain goats. lthousands of ~mall trout are 

These are at best approximationslplanted in her waters each year. 
and apply to national forests. The iThe State Fish and Game Depart
figures for antelope are very low, lment has secured the services of 



' 

-3-
n expert f ish cultul"ist, M .... . W.M . I 

Ke il , and under hie direction and I 
effic ient poli cy of management the l 
state ' s fish resour ce s are rapidly I 
taking form. Eggs colle cted f r om I 

Chinook salmon .............................. 152 , 000 
Ouanan iche or land-

locked sa lmon .............................. 16 , 800 
Y e 11 ow perch ..................................... .. 91 , 400 

fi sh in nat i ve waters are hatched I All cf -hese effo rt s to preserve 
in state hatcheries at Sandpoint, land develop s cenic value s , game , 
Coeur d ' Alene, As hton , and Hay land fish are made in behalf of the 
Spur. They are raised to fry , fi n- !sportsman , the camper, and the na
ger ling or yearling size and then jture lover . We need these things ; 
r eleased in wat e r s that need re- Jour natures have been moulded thru 
stocking or in vacant waters. Since jthe ages by these very force e and 
1921 a great many of these plant- !they satisfy a craving that t he 
ings have been made in Nat ional !artificial cannot. Moreover , the 
Forest waters in cooperation with !modern ideal of land usage - the 
t he Forest Service. The distribu- !greatest possible production - l eads 
tion in Idaho during 1924 was ~s !directly to recreation as a use 
fo llows : (of great value and one which does 

lnot interfere with more f i rmly in-
Eastern brook trout ............ 2 , 266 , 800ltrenohecl uses for timber raising , 
Rain bow trout --------····-····-·---····--·2, 528 , 000 I grazing, and wate rsheds . 
Nat ive cut-throat trout 2 , 784 , 100 1 

,----------------------------------------------, 
I I 
I I 
I Rememter always that FIRE may destroy all I 
I I 
I recreation values . The fire season may I 
I I I develop at any time now . Everyone who I 

I goes to the woods t his summer shou l d bear I 
I I 
I in mi nd t hat the cost of o~relessness is I 
I I I DESTRUCT I ON. I 
I I 
I --- -1 


