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DISASTER IN AN IDAHO SOC I ETY -------- -- -- -----
By - C.W . WATSON . 

lone on the human plane . Unfortu­
lnately our forest fri ends further 
!resemble us in being af fli ct ed by 
!disease and troubled by i nsects. 

In human affairs there are I The great catas t r ophe, how 
frequent crises , followed by more lever, is fire , and t he annual 
or less successful periods of re- !burns off er number l es s examples 
const r uction . The wounds of lof reconstruc t ion i n the tree 
f amine , pe s tilence and war are jsoc i ety. On the a r ea burned the 
s lowly hea l ed , although the hideousjtree population may be reduced in 
scars may remain for centurie s . !varying degrees , or a s s o often 
Even now we are in the midst of re- lhappens, every one may be de­
covary from the recent unp l easant- js t royed . Then it is a question 
nes s "Over There 0

• Some of tho s e jof repopulation . The desolate 
wounds are hard to heal , and our . !area must be sett led and reclaim­
rec ent European friends and foes jed again . Such wo r k needs hardy 
are but beginning to mend. Their jpioneers like the tamarack and 
cure is a matter of decades . !white pine and l odgepole pine-

Such convul sions in our human l t he advance guard of the new for­
soc i ety are too f requent , but not jest arising f rom the mi l lions of 
common . However , in Idaho t here isjseeds blown over the burn from 
a soc iety that yearly sustains the !adjacent woods . If the burn was 
paralysing shock of disaster , and !not severe and some se ed trees were 
the pro cess of healing is contin- jleft, the area may be qu i te well 
uous . This society is the forest; !settled by the se cond year, but 
its enemy is fire ; nature effects !repeated burning may de l ay the 
its reconstruction by cover ing the !complete re cons t ructi on for 
burned a r eas with small , new trees . !twenty years or more . 

May we not claim. the forest as I Slowly these young communi-
a so ciety, even as the human so c ie-lties develop , and s oon from what 
ty? In a forest the trees are !was a blackened was te has sprung 
neighbors , continually reacting ja green young fores t. The larch 
on each other . There is between land white pine pioneers have led 
them strong competition for light jthe way . Unde r thei r pr otection 
and moisture , but they mutually !have entered the mo re staid white 
oppose a destructive wind-mutual jfirs and Dougl as f i rs , and the 
strife and mutual aid--and organ- !lat est to a r rive wil l be the 
izat ion is not lacking . Here on !solid citizens like spruce, hem­
the dry south hillside is a nati on !lock and cedar . Then we have the 
of yellow pines , while there jus t !typical forest of t he Idaho white 
over on the north slope is a melt- jpine type . 
ing pot of cedars , hemlocks and I These areas of yo ung forest 
fir s . An army of white firs or !may be found in the northern part 
heml ocks may migrate , invade a for-lof state and in all s t~ges of de­
est of white pines overcoming the lvelopment , from the one year old 
latte r , and form a fi r hemlo ck for-lseedlings that have j ust appeared 
est i n i t s place--an unconscious Ito the old timber now be i ng cut by 
conquest , but quite as effective asjthe loggers . Rec ently much 
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interest has be en a r oused as t c t he!sively c overing ten acres , and 
p ru bab l e development of t hese young lelsewhere will be a mi x tlre of 
fo r ests and t he i r fut ur e worth . As i Qeversl or all of them . The var 
the .L oggers c~t out mo re and mo re lety i~ infinit e. 
of t he old t imber the y wil l depend I We hav e also learned tha t 
ot t 11ese younger foreGts f ~r thei r I this f or-est ce~ou tn<.c t ion aft er 
fut ure operat ions . The f ores t er !fire i~ a tb1ng of great value 
estimates t hat whit e pin e w1.ll r.e · las h ,• wn oy the large am ... mt of 
atout r ipe fo r cu.tting ar, 80 or :.OOiwo.·d. r<;t:•wrl per a. c ce by"!. young 
years of age . In a region whe ce I f o ce s t i. n a lmnd red year·d . li' 
t he mattA.L'e timber· will disappear I the '3. ere L., ccmplet e ly ccvei ed 
w i t h Hl 3 0 y ear.:; o c 1 e s - the 1 c, g g e r s I w :i t h L · P 8 s , b il t t r ~ e s o : 1 i. s lJ o ) r , 
wil l be t ~rn i ng t0 fores t now 50 ! the cnn nun~red }ear uld fo re~ t 
t o 70 ye a rs of age . FJ r this lwlll pr :.:.rtr ce ac.': t 25,000 board 
r ea s on those who own q uant ities of 1fee of l mb e c· wl11~n Cc• t . On 
this yo~ng , immature timter are lg~0a s il the yield- w.ll run 
intere~ t ed Hl kn vWLng h •) W mt.< Ch weed PP t 65, COO l:-!trJ f,::er. a r d ., ve r , 
t htY wi ll .viel(1 when t hey ar-e ripe . ! r:nout.)l to build f·H..:~ r m~;dern 

The for ests now being cut are lt ~nga l ows wt t h five r·ocms ea ch . 
S8 Ve r al hundred yea r s ol d , so !The ave r age acr~ might tu1 1d 
yie l ds f (' om these a r eas cannot be · 1 t w or t hree such hcr ,n:ses . 
a ppl ied tv the mat..edal whi <~h wi ll I Rec ,;nst 'tWt1on is 8 hopef u l 
be cut liB s0on as it i ~· ri pe , i . e. , I t hi.ng ; it deals wl. t h tne p r 0mi s e 
a~ 100 yea r s f or example . To tnrG wj of an id eal t o be a ttai n ed . Sucb 
s ome li gDt on t he qu~st i on it hqs l i s t he princi ple inv0l ved in the 
be t!n n e cessar.v for· t he Sc h .. ol of I s t ory of n CE::f' t ain f c,rt y acre 
Fu( 'cS '-.L'Y to stmJ. men OlJt t"J study lw c, odlot on t he St . Mari e ~ Rive r 
the young f re ~ ts which c lo t he the lin I dano . Bord e r i ng a s t a te read . 
old burn ed areas. l it i s a f j ne body of s t ately whit 

Tnese s t udi es hav e s hown t hat !pines , s t and i ng c l o:::e t og 0. t'her--
the forest rec onstr ~cti on s s how Ia real i t y of beauty ~nd Ahe l t er 
t remend ous variat ion . They a ll be - iand a p r om is e of wealth . Th irty 
long to t h e western or Idah o white !years ago t h i e wae a f ire scar-
p ine type t ut this type , i s so Ir ed wa ste wi th no t hing but bushe s-
called simp l y because t he wh i te !t he f a r mers berry patch . Today 
p ine is a c ommon tree and t he most l1 t be ~ r s t r e e ~ over ~l xty f e e t 
valuable of a l l t hose mi xed with !hi gh . The owner view~ i t with 
it . I n mi x ture are white p ine , !pr ide and thinks of h is litt le 
ced.ar·, spruce , heml ock , wt·>i te f ir , I son whom he see s a s a gro wn man 
Dougla s fir , l odgepole p Jn e , e tc . ! reap ing a ti dy s um fr om the ol d 
If on e consid ered an a re a of 8ever- l be rr·y patch . Forty years henc e 
al squa re mi le s he p r nba bly would l ea ch a c re will y1 eld at l east 
find all of tnes e s pecie s mixed t o- I si x hundred. d o l lar~ , and i f 
gether and an abundance of ea ch , !al lowed to gr ow wi l l greatly i n-
but on small a reas of a few ac re s !creas e i n va l ue up t o t he age 
and up to severa l sections i n some !of one hundred ye a rs . 
ces e s the specie s are apt t o be I Such js natur e ' s recon-
grouped . Here 1s a pa tch of lodge-! s t ructio n in the f ore s t after 
po l e pines with littl e e l sA ; t he re !the pa s s ing of the great 
is a group of white p i nes exc lu- !enemy --fi r e . 


