
The NW Climate Toolbox’s (ClimateToolbox.org) 
U.S. Water Watcher 

Katherine Hegewisch1, John Abatzoglou1
, Bart Nijssen2 ,Oriana Chegwidden2

1University of Idaho, Moscow, ID,  2University of Washington, Seattle, WA

°

US WATER WATCHER TOOL DATA
The data for the US Water Watcher come from modelled gridded climate & 
hydrology, station observations and processed satellite imagery.

The US Water Watcher is a web tool which shows maps of real-time water metric percentiles over regions of the US. These percentiles are shown with 
the same colors and ranges as the US Drought Monitor(USDM). This allows simultaneous display of USDM with a water picture in terms of many 
different flavors of drought and/or wetness.   

The tools show maps of percentiles in different water metrics cast in the same 
colors & percentile ranges as the US Drought Monitor. These metrics represent 
many different types of drought (or flavors).

Agricultural

DROUGHT FLAVORS

October 1st, 2018: 
Dry soils over OR, Western WA
Soil Moisture, October 1st
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Classification

All maps are colored 
using the US Drought 
Monitor’s colors & 
percentile ranges for the 
dry side and symmetric
percentiles for the wet
side. 

Snow

April 1st ,2018:
Record snow packs in ID, WA
Snow Water Equivalent, April 1st
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Hydrological

Reservoir Levels, September 1st

September 1st, 2018: 
Low Reservoir Levels in Oregon

Sept 1, 2018 NRCS

Ecological

October 1st ,2018 : 
Dry vegetation over Southern Idaho
Energy Release Component, October 1st

Oct 1, 2018 gridMET

Meteorological

Precipitation, Month of September

September 2018: 
Low rainfall over most of PNW

Oct 1, 2018 gridMET


