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General Stephen Perry
Jocelyn's forty-four years
of service in the United
States Army constitute a
career which only the most
steadfast could have sur-
rived . More than thirty
years were spent in gruel-
ing assignments at isolated
forts on the western from-
tier . Although Jocelyn's
career was not meteoric , he
was not vegetating - far
from it - for he seems to
have visited , or to have
been stationed at virtually
every army post in the
West . He was an officer at
Fort Warner when the
Modoc War broke out ; he
was brevetted " for con-
spicious gallantry in ac-
tion " in the Nez Perce War ,
and he was a participant in
the Bannack Indian War .

Throughout his long
years of service he is shown
in this book a book de-
rived largely from his own
journals and letters as a
man of irreproachable in-
tegrity , whose devotion to
his duty and whose
strength " and endurance
might well serve as an
ideal for young men of
today .
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This biography is par-
ticularly to be recommend-
ed for its perspective quali-
ties : the advantage of the
author-son's intimacy with
the subject may be enjoyed
without being nullified by
familial myopia , although
the closeness of relation-
ship is such that few sons
have attempted the difficult
task of writing about their
famous fathers .

The rich yield from the
journals of " General Joce-
lyn , and his valuable cor-
respondence , has been used
with a selective discrimina-
tion which quotes only
those passages containing
historically important
facts , or reveal , through
vivid description , the at-
mosphere of barracks and
post , re-create the dusty
marches of campaign days ,
or tell what Jocelyn came
to know about the various
tribes of Indians he fought
against or observed in their
daily lives .

It is a biography to be
enjoyed as much for its
reading pleasure as it is
for its historical and socio-
logical importance .

The photographs includ-
ed in the book are probably
the finest collection pertain-

ing to army life in the West
in existence .


