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Strange Harvest is the real-
istic and convincing picture of a
German family in the Middle
West in the early years of the
twentieth century ; of the domi-
nating , parsimonious father
who ruled indomitably the lives
of his children ; of the unfulfilled
love of his delicately beautiful
daughter , Marta , for black-eyed
Danny Murphy , who was too
young , too handsome , and , above
all , too poor for her father's
approval .

You gift me grandsons . I gift
you money , " August Spengler
tells his children . How they re-
acted to this overbearing " sug-
gestion is the principal theme of
the book . Laden heavily with
irony , the story leads submission
Paul , frustrated Heinie , and ter-
ror-driven Marta to a strange
harvest of destinies .

While the people of this novel
live upon the land , STRANCE
Harvest is not a " soil novel . '
Given a man like August Speng-
ler with an overwhelming de-
sire to possess and direct , this
story could have happened any-
where and in any group of peo-
ple .
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Around the yard of Mildred
Burcham Hart's home in Lin-
coln , Nebraska , is a wide , dense ,
closely clipped hedge . If she
grasps any part of it and shakes
it , the motion travels a length of
quivering green , gradually ex-
piring amid a few faintly agi-
tated leaves . The acts of men
seem the same to her . They stir
most violently those nearest
them , but they extend , also , be-
yond and beyond .

In Strange Harvest , the au-
thor has created an unforget-
table study in character and the
romantic twists that we tie in
the threads of our own life pat-
terns . This book is not too som-
ber to bear rich and thoughtful
humor ; still , it is the very hu-
mor of the book that is its most
tragic aspect .


