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Bill Walker , "cowpoke , trapper , scout ,
guide , and freighter , who knew his
Western trails as the man of the city
knows his boulevards , " was the chief
eyewitness to the brutalities served by
the cattlemen against the nester . His
startling account of the ruthless kill -
ing of two nesters by an enraged mob
of cattlemen-an act which brought
into the open the Johnson County
Cattle War-reveals facts that have ,
until now , Iain dormant . And because
he knew the truth of the outrageous
conduct perpetrated by the cattlemen
who were defending their traditional
rights , Walker was quickly ushered
out of Wyoming , so that he would be
unable to present his incriminating
evidence .
The aim of Walker in telling , for
the first time , the truth about this
celebrated cattle war has not been to
disparage , or to cast " unjust reflection
on the dead . " Rather , his aim has
been to add an entirely novel , colorful ,
and romantic chapter to Western
history .
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It is a well-established adage in the
language of the Old Western range
that " the longest rope gets the nav-
erick . " It was also well established
that the monarch cattlemen , the
"bosses " of the range , were the law ,
and that the homesteaders , or " nesters , '
the little men of the range , were to
be subservient . Authority usually
breeds abuses , and it was inevitable
that the homesteaders eventually re-
belled . When the nesters of Wyoming
became independent , began building
fences and rustling cattle on their
own , there was soon precipitated what
is known as the Johnson County Cattle
war .
This war became famous throughout
the United States , and the many stories
of hangings and similar brutalities by
men who used the " long rope " were
emblazoned in the headlines of every
leading newspaper . It was only after
much bitter suffering and loss of blood
that the Old gave way to the New ,
and the range was free to small and
large , alike .


