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Date Set for Annual Meet i ng 

Newsletter of the 
Idaho Chapter 

of the 
Wildlife Society 

The annua 1 winter meeting of the Idaho Chapter of . the Wildlife Society has 
been scheduled for January 20~21, 1977 o The meeting wi 11 begin at 1 ~ 00 pm 
on the 20th and end at noon on t he 21st at the Idaho Department of Fish and 
Game headquarters office i n Bo i se (600South Walnut) o Jerry Thiessen has 
agreed to be the arrangements cha i rman and to l ead a field tri p to the Boise 
River deer winter range on the afternoon of January 21 for those that are 
interested o Jerry wi 11 try to get a b 1 ock of rooms i n a nearby motel for 
the night of the 20tho More information on that in the next newsletter. 

Call for Papers (First and Last) 

If you would like to give a paper at the meeting, please send a· title to 
program chairman Tom Leege , PoOo Box 398, Kamiah, Idaho 83536 by December 1, 
19760 Papers can be a maxi mum of 20 minutes i n duration plus 5 mi nutes for 
questions and discussion a The papers will not be published so they need not 
be reports of completed res earch of projects--prog-ress repor ts are perfectly 
satisfactory. Remember, December 1 is the deadl i ne for volunteering your 
paper so give it some thought now and send your letter to Tom. 

Awards 

Your officers have decided to recognize a wildlife professional in Idaho this 
year who has done outstanding work and is a credit to the professiono Dr. 
Jim Peek has accepted the cha i rmansh i p of an Awa rds Commi ttee and he will 
accept nominations from the membersh i p unti l December 1, 19760 All of us 
know of worthy indiv iduals who deserve to be offici al ly recognizedo Take a 
minute to write down 3 or 4 paragraphs about his or her accomplishments and 
send them to Dr. Peek, College of Forestry, Wildl i fe and Range Sciences , 
University of Idaho, Moscow , Idaho 83843. The awards cha irman and your 
executive board will evaluate t he nominations and present an award at the 
annual meeting in Janua ry. 



Resolut{. ns & ?os1tion Statements 

Attached for your informatfon are po:2-~ tfans that J CitV' c.hapter has taken 
on two importa,H~ issues during tb~:,;, past summero There 11re many more 
issues around which deserve our 1nputD If you know of one, and wish to 
propose a re~olut1on or posit ion state~ent for our chapter 0s cons ider= 
ation, p")ease send it to the Resolutforr and Pos°ition Statement Chairman 
Dean Carrier, Route 1, Box 249E, Coeur d0Alene, Idaho 838140 Please 
get _your prorr.rn 'Ls tc Dean before January 1 if you wish them to be 
considered by t he membersh~p at the annual meeting o 

Other Commi ttees 

Royce Wi 11 i ams has accepted the chairmanship of the Pub 1 i city Committee o 

The primary duty of this committee is to inform the pub 1i c of Chapter 
and Society activities and foterests o 

!1? i 11__r1g. Li s ~ __ U,gd,a te .. 

The mafl inq list for our newsletter is extremely outdated() M··ny new 
w11d1ifers have moved 1nto Idaho or entered the profession in th~ ,ast 
2 or 3 years and are not on our list o If you know of any prospects for 
Chapter membershipj please send their name and address to ~ Sam McNe111, 
3511 7th Street Eot Lewiston~ Idaho 8350lt and we wi11 mail them a copy 
of the next newsletter which will con a1n the agenda for the annua l 
meetingo 

Your officers for 1976 and 1977 are: 

President: Tom Leege 
Vice President: Jerry Thiessen 
Secretary~Treasurer: Gary (Sam) McNei11 



IDA.HO CHAPTCR 

,HE ~ILDLIFE SOCIETY 
Box .. ,1;3 

Kar,q.3h~ 111 83 . .:36 

September 31_ 1976 

DL Vo Ea lkk1evey 
U OS o C -c I og ka 1 Survey BurE.au 
. :~r-:: i ona l Center 
r~Cb ton~ VA 22092 

Dear Oro McK1evey~ 

The Idaho Chapter of the Wildlife Society has reviewed the draft [mdronmenta1 
Impact Statement prepared on the proposed~ "Development of Phosphate Resources 
in Southeastern Idaho o Rl 

It is our contention that this draft is inadequate and deficient in~ 1) Address= 
ing the total impacts that the proposed mining and related activities will have 
on fish and wildlife resources ID 2) providing su 1 tab 1 e a 1 ternati ves to the pro= 
posed action and 3) promoting adequate measures to mitigate impacts o 

\t:e find a genera 1 1 ack of comn i tment by the responsi b1 e agencies in sti pul at i ng 
safeguards to protect fish and wildlife resourceso No mention is made 1n the 
StatPment as to what extent tnose agencies~ both state and federali will guarantee 
compliance with existing laws and regulationso Violations of existing environ= 
mental regulations have and are occurring, leaving us with the assumption that 
these actions may continueo 

As used in the draft Statement$ we feel the word sureclamatfon 1
'
0 is used improper~y o 

Reclamation programs should be geared to the restoration of nJtive 1egttat1ono 
In many cases, exotic species have been pl anted on dump sites o Th·ese niexoti cs "11 

do provide ground cover for aesthetics and soil stability. but do little to 
replace tht? winter wildlife forage plants that were E:1 imintsted by the minfogc 

Although it is recognized in the Statement that severe wildlife impacts wi ll occur~ 
no mitigative measures. except for corrpliance with existing laws and r~gulat1ons, 
are proposedo The Statement fails to explore more desirable alternatives which 
i·muld require changes in antiquated mining lawso Thr:: m1tigation proposals fan 
short of protb~ting and maintaining existing quantity nnd quality of fish and 
wildlife habitnto Measures used to prevent losses and to replace land and habitat 
should be described along with the assurance they ui11 be carried out should the 
proposed action be approvedo The question of financial responsibility for these 
measures must also be exploredo 



Oro Vo Eo McKlevey Sept o 30\;) 1976 

That portion of the Statement p€rte~;r inn to the transpc,rtat1on system is 
inadequate because it does no~ dddrrss :he impacts on f~sh and wildlife created 
by new construction or expan.srnn of e•n:;cfog rmite: " No analyses are included 
of impacts created by the storage of f-ifo .. ty ore cars during the off seaso no 
Migration routes could be blocked or other wildlife problems could result o 
Where will the sites be and what will be the length of stored train segments? 

We are opposed to any new m1nes opening up until all wildlife impacts are 
adequately addressed and coffiplete mitigation guaranteedo We are also opposed 
to the construction of any processing plants within the Blackfoot River drainage 
unless adequate measures in construct1on and operation can be provided to 
preserve the present high level of water quality and fish habitat in the 
watershedo 

Sincerely~ 

&n-c::7~ 
Thomas Ao Leege 
President 
Idaho Chapter 
The Wildlife Society 

TAL/cae 
bee ~ Mike Zacata = Wildli fe Saco 

Oro Dick Mackie - Bozeman 
Governor Andrus 
Dick Schwarz = IWF 
Ro Brown= IEC 
Student Chap o = TWS 
Senator Frank Church 
Senator James McClure 



8/5/76 Posit ion Statement 

THE IDAHO CHAPTER OF THE WILDL IFE SOC IETY 
on the 

Draft E.I.S. entitled~ 11 Proposed Domestic Li vestock Grazing 
Program for the Challis Planning Unit" 

The Idaho Chapter of the Wildlife Soc iety, an organization composed 

of professional wildlife workers in Idaho, offers the following position 

statement with regard to the Bureau of Land Management 1 s proposal to graze 

livestock on the Challis Planni ng Unit. 

We oppose the proposed grazing plan for the Challis Planning Unit 

because of the following reasons: 

1. The plan is based on inadequate baseline range trend fnformation and 

speculative assumptions about long term effects of the specified grazing 

system. In our view, wildlife habitat for elk , antelope, mule deer and sage 

grouse will decline under the proposed plano 

2. Not enough recognition is given to the bighorn sheep, the large 

populations that formerl y existed there, and the potential of the area to 

support greater numbers in the future. 

We recommend: . 

1. That livestock be allowed to graze on big game winter ranges only 

when there is documented evidence that surplus forage exists, or that live

stock grazing will improve the range condition for big game. 

2. That range rehabilitation techniques such as prescribed burning and 

seeding be experimented with to improve the critical bighorn sheep ranges, 

and that management be aimed at increasing bighorn sheep numbers substantially. 

3. That because of the poor condition of the range, the apparent 

reduc tion in productiv ity caused by overgrazing in some areas, and the slow 

rate of vegetal recovery because of low rainfall, that livestock grazing be 

substantially reduced from the existing situation. Reliable range trend 

transec t s should be established to document changes that result from any 

grazing action to facilitate the decision-making in the future. 
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