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Why .This Newsletter? . 

7EROE0 
Number 37, June@ 1977 

NEWSLETTER 
of the 

Idaho Chapter 
of the 

Wildlife Society 

Your chapter has been busy since the annual meeting in Januaryo Thanks to the efforts 
of several invo lved members, we 0 ve made our voice heard on some environment~related 
issueso The main purpose of this newsletter is to give you a brief run=down on what 0s 
been taking place, to get your ideas about some proposed resolutions, and to encourage 
more members to take the initi ative on environmental matters in their respective areaso 
I think most of us bel ieve that one of our Chapter 0s most important functions is t o take 
the side of wildlife aga inst the many forces working in opposition todayo We 0 ve made 
some progress in th is directionj but to be t r uly successful, we need a more concerted 
effort from a lot more peopleQ 

Draft a letter or resolution about an EoAo Ro, E~IoSo~ or other wildlife or environmental~ 
rel ated matter and send it to Reso lutions Cha irman Dean Carrier for consideration by 
( board as an issue for the Chapter to take a stand one Dean°s address is ~ Route 1, 
Lv/4 249E~ Coeur d0Alene, ID 838140 Do it todaye 

What We 0ve Done~ 

As our mailing budget would suffer if we sent everyone complete copies of the positions 
your chapter has taken since the annual meeting~ here ins tead is a short statement about 
each ~ 

lo A letter to Senator Hatfield supporting his proposed bill to provide for a 
cooperative forestry extension program. We suggested that he include in his bill 
the financial means for acquiring wil dl i fe ~~forestry related information that 
could, in turn ~ be dissemi nated to landownerse 

2Q A letter to the Director of the Bureau of Land Management favoring the proposed 
regulati on ·amendments that would allow the humane use of helicopters and other 
motorized vehicles in the management of wild horses and burros on public landso 

3Q A letter to the Secretary of Interior supporting the position of the Bureau of 
Land Management in announcing they would modify fences for antelope in New Mexico 
in the face of opposition from the lives tock indus try o 

4e A letter to President Carter supporting his decision to eli minate funding f or 19 
water projects from his budget request for fiscal yea r 1978 and applauding his 
demands for a critical review of each dam proposalo · 

. A letter to Regional Forester Torheim expressing our concern about the Van Buren 
timber sal e on the Nez Perce National Forest and suggesting ways that the sale 
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A letter to the Supervisor of the Clearwater National Forest with comments about 
the draft EoioSo for Big Game Habitat Improvement. 

7o A l etter to the Superv isor of the Clearwater National Forest with comments 
regarding the draft E.IoS o and Land Use Plan for the Lowell Planning Unit. 

80 Le t ters of appreci ation to the Senators and Representatives who voted against 
cutti ng $58,000 from the Fish and Game Department's Environmental Services budget 
in t he l ast legi slatureo 

9a A resolution to the Director of the Fish and Wildlife Service regarding critical 
gri zzly bear habitat. 

lOo A resolu t ion to the Idaho State Leg isl ature recommending increased penal ties for 
game law viol ations in Idaho. 

llo A resoluti on to the Idaho State Legislature regarding minimum stream flow 
l egi sl ationo 

l2o A l etter t o the District Ranger at Slate Creek expressing our concern about 
grazing livestock on the Rapid River big game winter range--especially this 
year because of the drought conditionso 

Should any member have a particular interest about one or more of these issues, please 
contact your secretary/treasurer and he will send you a photocopy of the complete 
letter or resolu tiono 

Resoluti ons i n the Wind 

Attached to this letter are several resolutions that have been proposed by Chapter 
members. Please review t hem carefully and send your comments about each to the 
secretary/ treasurer before August lo After that date, your Executive Board and 
Resoluti ons Committee wil l review the comments from the membership and take action on 
the resolutions. 

Hornocker Given Award 

Dr. Ma urice Hornocker, Leader of the Idaho Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit at the 
Universi ty of Idaho, wa s given our Chapter award at the annual meeting in January. 
Part of the inscripti on on the specially engraved plaque read 11 in recognition of a 
decade of outstanding contributions toward management and conservation of Idaho's 
wildlife resourcee11 Maurice is world renowned for his in-depth study of the cougar 
in cen tral Idaho. Congratulations Maurice! 

Letas honor another one or more of the ma ny deserving wildlife professionals in Idaho 
at our next annua l meeting. While you 're thinking about it, drop a line with your 
choice fo r the award recipient in 1978 to Awards Cha i rman Dr. Jim Peek , College of 
Forestry , Wildl i fe and Range Sciences, Un iversity of Idaho, Moscow 83843. Be sure 
to include a paragra ph or two of supporting material. 
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Sketches Displayed at Annua l Meeting 

Chose of you not attending the annual meeting missed an interesting exhibit of wildlife 
sketches displayed by Edson Fichter, Erica Ha nsen and Joan Fullmero Their sales of 
$265e00 worth of prints gave a good indication of viewer enthusiasmo Si nce ten percent 
of the receipts went i nto our Chapter treasury , i t was profitable as well as being an 
entertai ning addition to our meetingo We will continue this worthwhil e addition at our 
next meeting and this announcement should be considered an inv ita tion to wildlife or 
H
0outdoor 01 type artists to display their art form at t he next meeti ng.. We will continue 

wi th the precedent of glomming onto 10 percent of all receipts for the Chaptero 

General Chairman for Annual Meeting~ 1978 

Oro Steve Peterson has graci ously accepted the chall enge of putting together the program 
and handling all other matters relating to ou r annual winter meetingo Steve wi l l be 
needing some help with this task, so please avoid that natural tendency to duck into 
the broom closet when you see him coming (not that you usually do-~but might now since 
he 0 s looki ng for 11 volunteers~ )o Steve has a un ique idea for the program and outlines it 
in his following letter to the membershipo 

Your officers are~ 

President~ Tom Leege, Po0o Box 398, Kamiah, Idaho 83536 
( 'lice-President~ Jerry Thiessen, Po0o Box 25, Boise, Idaho 83707 

~ecretary-Treasurer~ Sam McNei ll, 1540 Warner Avenue, Lewiston, Idaho 83501 
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To the Membershi p~ 

1978 Annual Meeting 
Idaho Chapter 
The Wildl ife Society 
Moscow, Idaho 83843 

In a moment of weakness, your President ta l ked me into being general 
chairman of our an nual mee t i ng t hi s comi ng year. Thi s is an open letter 
for suggesti ons on a t opic or a central t heme. 

An idea that I 0ve had i n mi nd centers around a chron i c problem i n 
our field~ poor commun icat iono We cons i stently hear comments about the 
poor qua li ty of papers given at conferences, yet no one seems t o reall y 
try to improve t he ef fo rto No one expects all of us to be eloquent 
speakers, but perhaps some of us would make a better impression if we were 
aware of some new and different t echn iques available for presenting datao 
If the speakers wo uld take some additional time to really prepare an 
effective t alk with superi or visual aids, all the participants could go 
away from the meeti ng wi th considerably more than just the result of what 
Ji m Bi ologist is do ing with a subspecies of Mickey Mouse in central Idaho. 

Charles (Skip) Stratton i s an exper t in techni cal commun i cations at 
the University of Ida ho ~ and has offered his servi ces (I also caught hi m 
i n a moment of weakness) to make t he presentations more effecti ve . He i s 
willing t o work with several of the speakers throughout the fal l , so t hat 
their data can be used as a medium to illustrate new and effective ways 
of presenting da tao If need be, participants that could not come to Moscow 
peri od i call y could be helped through correspondenceo If the membershi p 
t hought it worthwhile, we could devote all, or part of, a session to a 
workshop on technica l communications that center around presentation of 
data at the conference l evel o 

If we wan t to wor k this idea in, I will need some commitments by 
late summer . Thi s will necessitate having some data pretty wel l worked 
up by mid-fall so that the i l l ustrati ve material can be ready by the end 
of the year o 

Take a good look at you r data now, so that we won 1 t end up with a 
bunch of 11 hurried~up , t hrown- together 11 types of talks many people compl ain 
about., 

Your comments are s0l icited., 

Sincerely, 

Steven Ro Peterson 
SRP/ks 
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Proposed Resolution Nao 1 

Whereas the ICTWS has an opportunity to be an important educational force in the 
field df wildlife management in Idaho and 

Whereas this educational opportunity should be fully implementedo 

Now therefore be it resolved ~ That the Chapter wi ll~ 

lo Conduct a winter and summer business meeting every year at l ocations and 
times which will serve to call the attention of the membership and the 
public to important and timely wildlife conservation issueso 

2o Sponsor at least one seminar or sympos ium per year for the members and 
the public on an important and timely wildlife conservation issue, in 
addition to the semi~annual business meetingso 

3o Send a copy of Chapter res0luti ons to t-tle- appropriate news media and 
elected officials within t wo weeks of the semi-annual business meeting 
at which the resolutions were approvedo 

4~ Give publicity within the Chapter to the 1976 resolution wh ich says 
generally that members can write news rel eases or articles on wil dlife 
conservation matters which will be released by the Execut ive Board 
as a Chapter statement, rather than as a statement signed by the author. 

5o Become an affiliate member of the Idaho Conservation Leagueo 

Proposed Resolution Noa 2 

Whereas there is no statewide overview group in Idaho which. adeq ua tely 
reviews and comments on the environmental effects of major economic activities in 
Idaho; such as the expansion of phosphate mining, the conversion of rangeland to 
i r rigated farmland , and the effects of logging and grazing on public land and 

Whereas there is a great need for such a gro upu 

Now therefore be it resolved~ That the Governor of Idaho establish and 
select the ·members of a blue=ribbon, inter-agency, inter-disciplinary environmental 
overview group, to include representatives from private business and 

Be it further resolved~ That the group would: 
lo Only concern itself with major economic activities which affect the 

environment .. 
2o Identify defici encies in environmental protection which are associated 

with the economic activitieso 
3o Make recommendations t o appropriate organizati ons and the public for 

deficiency removal.. . 
4o Publish thei r significant findings and actions in a widely distributed 

annual report to the Governoro 
5. Coordinate with similar groups in other states and 

Be it further resolved~ Tha t funding for the group would be equally provided 
by all group participantso 
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( roposed Resol ution Noo 3 
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Whereas the Idaho National Eng i neering Laboratory ( INEL) i s used extensively 
by important populations of an tel ope, sage grouse , Hungarian partridge, raptors, 
mourning doves and many other animals and 

Whereas the INEL has been designated a National Environmental Resea rch Park 
and 

Whereas such a designation means that t he area is used (1) for much environ
mental research and (2) so that the environmental impact of actions occurring 
outside the INEL can be compared to the relatively undisturbed env i ronment of the 
INEL and 

Whereas there have recentl y _been two proposal s to convert substant ial portions 
of INEL lands to irrigated agriculture and 

Whereas such convers ions would have severe adverse impacts on the wildlife 
populations using the areao a· 

Now therefore be it resolved: That the ICTWS recommends that al l INEL lands 
remain i n their present uses and that no INEL lands be converted to irrigated 
agricultural useso 

Proposed Resolution Nao 4 

Whereas the ICTWS recognizes that the continued conversion of Idaho 8 s rangel and 
to cropland appears to be threatening the survi val of some Idaho populations of t he 
long~billed curlew (Numenius americanus) and burrowing owl (Speotyto cunicularia) and 

Whereas the UoSo Fish and Wildl ife Service can by law determine the status of 
popul ations of animals which appear to be th rea t ened, if that agency is petitioned 
to do so by a private group or indiv idual and ~ 1 ~~ : 

Whereas the ICTWS is made up of some of the , es wildlife biologists i n the Stateo 

Now therefore be it resolved~ That the President of the ICTWS appo i nt a committee 
to revi ew the status of the above species in the State and, if the review reveals any 
of their populations to be threatened with extinc t ion, then the Committee will peti tion 
the Fish and Wildlife Service to determine t he status of those populations; said 
petition to include a detailed report of the Committee's findi ng sg 
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Proposed Resolution Noo 5 

Whereas former Governor Cecil Andrus i n his State-of- the-State message on 
January lOf 1977 t recommended that the Idaho Department of Water Resou rces study 
three potenti al multi-purpose water development projects in Idaho: Shoestring 
Dam near Bliss; Grindstone Butte - Sailor Creek Dam and Deadman Creek Dam, both 
in Elmore and Owyhee Counties and 

Whereas the sites for those projects contain valuable f i sh and wi ldlife 
habitat which may be harmed or destroyed by the projects and 

Whereas members of t he ICTWS have experti se to evaluate the effects on fish 
and wildlife of such wa ter development proj ectso 

Now therefore be it resolved: That the Chapter president appoint a Committee 
to study the effects those projects woul d have on fish and wildlife; the results 
of the study to be reported t o the members at the next winter meeting of the 
Chaptero 
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Minutes of the IDAHO CHAPTER of THE WILDLIFE SOC IETY, January 19- 20, 1977 , hel d at 
the Idaho Department of Fish and Game, Boise, Ida ho .. 

The meeting was called t o order by President Tom Leege at 7:15 P .. Mo at the Department 
of Fish and Game meeting roomo The mi nutes of the last meeting and the Treas urer's 
report were approved as reado Mee ti ng was attended by 62 memberso 

President Leege commented on pendi ng resolutions and met hods for handling them. 
Briefly, resoluti ons could be ~ 

1) handled by a resolutions committee then forwarded to the President, 
Vice Presi dent and Secretary-Treasurer for approval and action; or, 

2) mailing cop ies of resolutions to all the membership for approval 
before action o 

A general discussion of alternatives was heldo 

The decisi on was made by t he President that resolutions would be handled by a resolu
tions commi ttee and officers where the time frame was restrictive, and l ess urgent 
resolutions woul d be ma i led to membership wi th newsletters .. 

Awards Chairman , Oro J im Peek, made an eloquent speech about the qualifications of 
the Idaho Chapt er 0 s selection for this year 0 s award~ and Dro Maurice Hornocker was 
presented a beautiful engraved plaque .. 

( ·•orthwest Section Regional Represent at ive, Elwood Bizeau, made a detai l ed report 
0n TWS activi t i es including auclit of operations, the certifi cation program , environ
mental affairs, and the building fund .. Most of the discussion following concerned 
the certi f i cat ion programo 

. . 

Under new bu~i ness, J im N~e i ntroduced .Mr .. Jeff Farraday from the Idaho Conservati on 
.··" league, who talked to us about th,e merits of joining the LC.Lo via associate 

membershi po · l 

'The bas ic goal of t he I .. C.L .. is to coalesce individua ls and other conservation groups 
concerned about a particular problem into a group that can combat ito Discuss ion 
ended with Mr . Farraday asking that i nterested individual s pick up the I oC .. Lo 
brochure at the registration table. 

The Presi dent asked for approval of Moscow as the place for the fall meeting .. 
Discussion was held on trying to hold joint meetings with ot her Societieso A mot ion 
was approved to explore the possib ility of such a meeti ng .. Motion was passed to 
allow the Executi ve Board to set t he t ime and place of meetings after contacts wi th 
ot her Societieso 

Meeting was adjourned .. 

Submitted by, 

Gary R. McNeill 
Secretary 
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Mr. Ga ry R. Mc Neil l 
Secre tary, Idah o Chapte r 
The Wildlife Society 
1540 Warner Ave nue 
Lewiston, Idaho 83500 

Dear Sam: 

P . ~ - Dr awe r 14 00 
Si~ ~on , Te x as 78J 87 
15 ~1 U 1 Y 19 7 7 

Even though I no longer reside in Idaho I am hopeful that the 
Idaho Chapter will allow me to make the f o llowing suggestions 
pe ~taining to the propbsed Chapter resolu ~ ions printed in the 
Number 37, June 1977 newsletter - ZEROED. 

Proposed Resolution No. 1 

1. · rs the business meetings to draw 2. i: tention to "important 
and timely wildlife conservation i s sues", or to conduct 

•. Chapter business? Should the resc2ution be worded: 
Conduct a te~hnibal session (semin ar, lectures, symposium, 
field trips, etc.) in conjunction -11i th the semiannual 
winter and summer business meeting at locations and 
times which wi l l serve to focus t he attention of members 
and the ' public to important ~nd t i 7 ely wildlife conser
vation issues. 

2. Excellent idea and perhaps add •. . meetings; may also 
· be co-sponsored with other professional organizations 

( TWS Sections, adjoining state· a·n d university TWS 
Chapters, American Fisheries Socie~y, Society for Rang e 
Management, Society of American Fcresters) • . 

·· J. · Send a copy of Chapter resolutions to ~:ke appropriate 
news media and elected off icials wi th i n two ~eeks of 
the ·semiannual business me Pting at which the resolutions 

.were app roveo. 

4. Give publicity within the Chapter t o the 1976 resolution 
which states generally that membe rs can write news 
releases or articles on is s ues pertaining to wi l dlife 
conservation which, if approved .QX the Executive Board, 
will be released as a Chapter statement rather than as 
a statement signed by the author. 

5. Should the Soc i ety by laws be app rc v ed as pre s ently pro
posed the new membership classification similar .to . 
present affiliate membership would be designated Con
tributing-Subscribing Member. 

Proposed Resolution No. J 

Add the following clause: 
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Gary Mel i~ il l 
15 July 1977 
paf e 2 

Where a s suc h convers i. on s would si p-n i fic ant l y redncc 
the siz e of the INEL area _as a control f or f uture en
viron~ental research . 

Proposed Re solution No. 4 

Rewor d: 

Whereas the ICTWS has members with expertise in the 
biological requirements, behavior, and ecological re
lationships of these species. 

Quite obviou sly you will nee d to look at a copy of the propose d 
resolutions as printed in the newsletter in order to see how 
the rewording would af f ect the resolutions. 

Say hello to all my firends in Idaho for me. Incidentally, 
I plan to retain membersh ~p in the Idaho Chapter so I can stay 
in touch with what is going on in Idaho 

As always, 

().AA~~ 
,.,/ 

Justin Naderman 

cc: Tom Leege 
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