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President's Notebook 

Beginning my Idaho Chapter officership with the Presidency is a great honor, however . 
a dubious one. I hope you all know what you were doing! I'll try my best to con­
tinue to build the Society's image and to serve the membership in a professional 
mai:mer. Thanks for your eonfidence. 

I ~ttended the NW Section Board Meeting in Vancouver and part of the ~WS C~uncil 
Me.eting at the North American Wildlife Conference in Phoenix. Certification, the 
building fund and changes in the by-laws were the major issues discussed, By now 
you all $hould be aware of the propose~ by-law changes, It would provide for mem­
bership which would vary in cost as to the amount of publications you receive. One 
of my .g+~atest concerns is lack of professional participation in TWS by lq.aho bio­
+ogls,ts. I hope this new fee stI'\iotu::re allows us to bring in mor~ .members. 

The parent society has reduced its goals on a building, · .cutti:pg the spac~ in h~f 
and therefore considerably lowering t.he cost, Still, the butlding fund 1:a tn sore 
need of contributions, Levi Mohle·r is the state coordinator for this prog:ra.mo 
J?lec;l.s~ contact him for information as to how you rnay participat~. 

There are several concerns in Idaho that we should become :familiar witho These 
include the Northern Tier Pipeline which will bisect th~ FanhancUe region of the 
state; Rare II; herbicide treatment of :forest ·lands; etc. Please become ;fully 
knowledgeable about these subjects prior to making pµblic statements as a chapter 
memb~r. 

There has been increasing concern that in certain aspects the Wildlife So.ciety ha~ 
not fulfilled its role to society as a professional organizationa Many special 
interest groups having varying members in the professional field have taken the 
lead in public advocacy of wildlife enhancement and pres~rvation. To fulfill our 
role as a professional society, it is important that the public recognize us as 
the principal organization of professional wildlife bio1Qgi$ts. For us to meet 
tb~s goal it is of necessity that we provide the public with factual biologic~l 
data regarding wildlife. Please read the write-up by. Scott McLean regarding th~ 
Envlronmental Actioµ Committee and the proposed by-law changes which add+~s~ thiij 
s~bje.ct. · 



Lastly, but certainly least controversial, _ I feel strongly that the $1.00 dues ( 
is far too low to support the Chapter and its functions. It can barely support \ / 
the newsletter .!f we get the printing done for nothing. We are hoping to re-
quest an increase in dues for the coming year based on other chapters and associa­
tions, Please send any comments, ideas, etc., to any of the officers. 

I'm looking forward to a productive year ahead and would urge each of you to 
attempt to solicit at least one new member. 

Annual Chapter Meeting 

The Idaho Chapter meeting was a success as far as the program was concerned but 
disappointing as far as the attendance of Chapter members. Those who attended 
certainly profited from the excellent presentation on "how to make presentations'~ 
Steve Peterson is to be thanked for his efforts this year. 

An art sale in conjunction with the meeting grossed $180. A twenty percent commis-
1ion was split between the U. of Idaho Student Chapter and the Idaho Chapter. 
Both donated their profits to the TWS building fund. 

At the annual business meeting, the Secretary-Treasurer reported that the trea­
sury balance was $460.72 and that there were 97 paid members. This didn't include 
those who paid through the parent society. So, as yet, we do not know how many 
members we have. 

Tom Leege, outgoing President, introduced the new officers: 
President: Dean Carrier 
Vice-president: Lloyd Oldenberg 
Secretary-treasurer: Jim Nee 

Thanks should certainly go to Tom for his outstanding contributions as President 
these past two years. 

New business included a run-.down on the Elmer Norberg scholarship fund by ' Jim 
Nee. The particulars are attached to this newsletter. 

Chairpersons 
ln addition to the elected officers, the following chairpersons have been appointed 
or reinstated: 

Building fund: Levi Mohler 
Publicity: open (any takers?) 
Ecological Action: Scott McLean 
Resolutions: Brent Frazier 

I would like to solicit volunteers for next years Program Chairman positio:q. 
Since the next meeting is to be held in the eastern part of the state, someone 
from that area would be best. Any volunteers ••• ,nominations,a.,? 

FLASH 0MB (Office of Management & Business) and the present Administration has 
come out as strongly opposed to the non-game Fish & Wildlife Conservation Act, 
Your Chapter has written letters to the President and I4aho legislators indicating 
our support of HR 10915 which provides funding through excise taxes on bird feeders, 
optics, etc, It is a self-sustaining program much like the Pittman-Robertson and 
Dingle-Johnson Acts which have proven very successful, ( 

Certification 

As you all are probably aware, the Wildlife Biologist Certification Program is 
new _operational, 



( 
I am convinced this is a valid and necessary program to assist in upgrading our 
profession, both within and in the public's eye. I am attaching some recent 
correspondence regarding this program. More detailed information and application 
forms are available from the National office. The fe~s are presently $40/year· for 
society members, $80/year fo r non-society members for full certification, An 
associate program is available for those not yet q~alifying in education an~/or 
exp_erience. 

We are living in a world of certified engineers, silviculturalists, etc. I urge 
all members to strongly consider the increasing value of a certification program 
and support this effort of our Society . 

Fall Barbecue & Get-together 

It has been said that many major world problems have been solved over a mug of 
golden liquid. Whether this gives us ideas of grandeur or just loosens the tongue 
and dulls the brain is of question, however, I'm a firm believer in its medicinal! 
benefits. 

I am also concerned we don't get together as a group often enough. (I overheard 
someone say "who the hell's Dean Carrier!") Certainly the logistics of travel 
have to be taken into consideration but we should try for a couple of informal 
get-togethers a year even if they are on a regional basis. 

Steve Peterson, University of Idaho Professor and land baron in Troy, Idaho has 
offered the facilities of his ranch for a fall barbecue. A moderate fee, will be 
charged to cover the costs of the roast pig and beverages, Donations of le~ally 
taken fish and game products will also be appreciated for sampling by those qf _us 
less fortunate in our annual endeavors, More on this in the next newsletter, 

Publication/Film Reviews 

Since the wildlife field is const~:qtly saturated with publications and films, 
both good and ~q., it would be of help if those reading or viewing these 001,11~ ­

e~nd ,me ,a. short note re~arding the ,subject, faatuality , f.unctiona.11 ty and s.ome 
~,o:rt co~ents on. them, 1h~s.e will be printed -in future newsletters, 

W_e Can $ave the Ef:6le (film) National ·wildlife Federation I A· JO-minute fi~fu 
concerning histo::ry and status of the bald eagle. Goad footage ot eagl~s and a 
well-presented message, a positive one for a change, Available on loan free to · 
environmental org~nizations. Good for school-age children frQm 6th grade on, 

Elk Habitat Coordinating Guidelines by North Idaho Biologists A combined effort 
by the Idaho Fi&h & Game Department, University of Idaho, Bureau of Lanq Management 
and 'u ,s. Forest Service has resulted in a publication entitled "Habitat Req\lire~ 
ments for Elk in North Idaho'~ · 

Following the procedur e developed by Black, Thomas, & Scherzinger, this publica­
tion is meant to provide data as to the habitat needs of elk in forested areas, 
especially as appilcable to actual or potential changes in vegetative cover and 
human access. 

Anyone interested in receiving a copy, please write: 
Dean Carrier 
Idaho Panhandle National Forest 
P, 0, Box 310 
Cqeur d'Alene, Idaho 8J8i4 



"WHATS AN ENVIRONMEN'rAL ACTION COMMITTEE?" (by, Scott McLean) 

fbe subject of the Wildlife Society involvement in environmental matters has 
been di~cussed and debated during many past meetings. The discussions and debates ( 
hav• ranged from mild concensus for involvement to an occasional blast at member­
tm1p apathy, indifference and acquiescence. 

Some members are actively involved. Others complain and criticize the Society 
for inaction or failure to meet or respond to an individual's professional needs 
or concerns. Others may wish the Society to remain an exclusive me.mber$hip of 
professional integrity not to be classed as another radical or outspoken environ­
mentalist organization. 

Yet , we can all generally agree that the Society must strive to reach the goal 
set forth in the preamble of the Society's bylaws, Article I, Section 2, which 
states the principal objectives of the Society: (1) "to develop and promote 
sound stewardship of wildlife resources and of the environments upon which wild­
life and man depend; (2) to undertake an active role in preventing man-induced 
environmental degradation; (J) to increase awareness and appreciation of wild­
life values; and (4) to seek the highest standards in all activities of t~e 
wildlif~ profession." 

The role of the Wildlife Society is dynamic; gradually changing from wildlife 
professionals working within wildlife-oriented groups a.nd agencies to a.n expap~ion 
of the profession into numerous government agencies and industry. The new mem­
bership of the Society are often wildlife biologists representing enviro~ental 
expertise. Many of these new f aces holding positions th~t represent new an4 
upexplored (or ignored) areas of concern that agencies or companies have never 
been exposed. Usually, the agencies or companies a:t;e iseeking approval or support 
for time-entrenched practices that generally tend to fJXploit commodity natural 
resources; often to the detriment of wild.life resources. To their employer$, 
these newcomers express $eemingly radical ideas and concepts. lt is thJse new 
fa.q~s th$.t have beg,.m to look toward their professional a,ff1lia.t1on fo:i; 1µ:pport, 
anj encou~ement. 

It wa.e the 1n.cr$asing need to become involved in environmental &ffa.iJ:>e and to 
m•et the conce;m:, of the expanding professie>n tll&t tb• parent W11411fo 'i.oeiet.1 
1nU,1ated the "Guidelinee for Environmental Af!aira Activ1t1ea, '' pl"&&e~ttd 1'1 
the June 1976 Wild.lifer. Tbese guidelines ultimately filtered. 4olfll. to eect1ona 
and C®pters for implementation; which brings th1& ~r1tf wr1t1n,; back to ·the 
original question. 

The Environmental Action Committee is viewed as the vehicle for Society involve­
~ent in environmental affairs. It is viewed as a forum for wilqlife pr9fessionals 
to eollectively express their concerns and/or positions, based on ecologically 
sound p~inciples , about activities and actions that would affect wild.lift re­
sources . The EAC 1$ the point of emphasis for which the objectives ee\ forth by 
the. Society' e bylaws can be accomplished.. The EAC is a.lso the vehicle v,h1ch will 
be geared to actively involve all of the Wild.life Society membership if' they ~o 
choose. 

Enclosed with this article is a draft proposed .amendment to the Idaho Chapter 
The Wildlife Society Bylaws which would set forth the guidelines, functions and 
operation of the Idaho Chapter EAC. It is the intent of t~is newslette~ to make 
the Idaho Chapter membership aware of the EAC and to solicit 14ea.s, opinians, 
comment~ and criticisms about the guidelines, concept• and/or :t\mctio». of the 
.EAC. Other chapters have 1n1 tiated prmgra.rne b\lt tew have a.ttupted to structure 
the EAC into an effective ongoing and workal{u.e pro~. W need your expre~a1Qn 
of interest in this matter. Send your co~Gl)On4eaco -tiru · i,Qf,i"rltt KcLea.n, .421 fag9Q, 
Soda Springs, Idaho 83276. 

/ 
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PRDPROSED AMEN1l1ENT 

Idaho Chapter The Wildlife Society 
Bylaws 

ARTICLE VIII Committees 

Section 2. Duties of Standing Co·nmittees 

Clause F - Environmental Action Committee 

Objective - The Environmental Action Committee (EAC) will provide 

a foru..rn for professbnal wildlife biologists to actively address 

actions by government, private and/or other entities that would 

significantly affect wildlife resources. All actions of the EAC 

will be based on professional, scientifiO and ecologically sound 

principles in standing with the bylaws and guidelines of The Wildlife 

Society, Northwest Section of 'Ille Wildlife Society and the Idaho 

C.hapte;r of '!he Wildlife Society. 

Struct~re 

1 • The Chapter President shall appoint the chairman of the EAC to 

serve a three (3) year t~nn consiatant with the Northwest Section 

guidelines. 

2. The EAC chainnan will represent the Idaho Chapter on the 

Northwest Section Environmental Action Committee. 

J. The EAC chairman will act as liason wil,h the Northwest Section 

EAC and the Idaho Chapter Executive Boarq on environmental matters 

having regional or national significance. 



PROPOSED AMENDMENT 

4. The EAC chairman will res_pond directly to the Chapter Executive 

Board on all environmental ·natters and will provide an annual 

report to the membership at the annual business meeting. 

Duties - The EAC will: 

1. Maintain a current and comprehensive list of resolutions and 

position statements for use as source material for prompt replies 

concerning the Chapter• s position on environmental issues. 

2. Maintain a current list of Idaho Chapter members willing to 

serve as expert witnesses on a variety of environmental issues. 

J. Solicit Chapter members with expertise in various fields of 

environmental concern to respond to ongoing and future 

environmental issues. These i,a,ues may include resource/l,an.d 

use plans, pend.ing :1r,,g~latian whlPb members were ' invited ,'t>y 

legislatures or their staffs tQ draft or testify, environm~ntal 

statement review or other government or private entity ac~i9ns 

affecting wilqlife r esources. 

4. Establish data-bank o.n foreseeable future activities or actions 

affecting wildlife resources for the purpose of developing 

resolutions or position statements. 

5. Initiate and seek relevan:t resolutions from the membership if' 

no resolution is in effect for some environ:nental issue of 

i ,nportance for which Chapter members have volunteered to act as 

expert witnesses. 
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PROPJSED A~·lE:mMENT 

6. rteceive reque ~~ ts for action or response initiated by any Chapter 

·"ember. All requests will be acted upon and recommendations f0r 

specific ac tions will be forwarded to the Executive Soard for 

final approval for which a resolution or other expressi)n of 

support has been formally approved by the Chapter 11e-nbers hip. 

7. Comply with the a oprovec.i ~-:o rthwest Sectbn guidelin~s r elating 

to environmental acti1ns. 

3 
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':C_HE WILDLIFE SOCIETY 
Idaho Chapter 

Dean Carrier, President 
· 3507 Buckskin Road 

Coeur d'Alene, Idaho 83841 

·Elmer Norberg 
Wildlife Management 

Memorial Fund 

February 18, 1978 

Dea.r Friends and Associates of Elmer Norberg: 

As you may know Elmer Norberg died of complications from heart disease on 
January 18, 1978. Elmer was a member of The Wildlife Society for over 25 
years and a former president of the Idaho Chapter. His biological work in 
Alaska and Idaho won him many close friends. His views on big game manage­
ment were highly respected by his colleagues. We believe that you, his friends 
and professional associates, would like some special way to honor the memory 
of Elmer 's life. 

The Idaho Chapter of the Wildlife Society decided at its 1978 annual meeting 
to co-sponsor a scholarship fund in Elmer's memory. Elmer's wife, Marilyn 
"Lynn" Norberg, is the other co- sponsor. We have established the Elmer Norberg 
Wildlife Management Memorial Fund at the University of Idaho in order to 
create a permanent wildlife scholarship. The Chapter's goal is to raise 
$2,000 for the fund. 

We believe that Elmer would be pleased to know that his life and work will 
lead to improved educational opportunities for wildlife students. We hope 
that you will support this effort in Elme~'s memory. Please send your 
contributions to the Office of the Controller, University of Idaho, Moscow, 
Idaho 83843. Make checks payable to the University of Idaho Foundation, Inc. 
In the lower left-hand corner of the check note that it is for the Elmer:· Norberg 
Wildlife Management Memorial Fund. Contributions to the fund are t'.&X-deductible. 

Thank you for your help. 

James Nee 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Idaho Chapter, TWS 
410 Fall Drive 
Boise, Idaho 837o6 
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