
ROOM RESERVATION REQUEST FOR TIIE NW SECTION OF THE l~1ILDLIFE SOCIETY AT THE 
SHERATON ~ISSOULA HOTEL. 
NAME ADDRESS 

ARRIVAL DA'!'E DEPARTURE DATE ' • ' I ' 
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1 PHOi'lE -------- ------------- -------
SINGLE _____ ($44.00) DOUBLF. _______ ($48.00) TRIPLE _____ ($59.00) 

0 CEECK ENCLOSED IN AMOUNT OF FIRST NIGHT'S ROOM RATE 
□ CREDIT CARD#----------~---- EXP. DATF ___________ _ 

RETURN TO: ·\ SHERATON !~ISSOULA EOTEL: 200 SOUTH PATTEE ST~, MISSOULA, MONTANA 
59802, ATTN: RESERVATIONS DEPARTMENT . 

TH IS RESERVATION MUST BE RECEIVED PRIOR TO MARCH l9, 1985. 
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Northwest Section 

January 1985 - PhTllp Schladweiler, Edi t or . ' 

OlITwlNG PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

I have mixed feelings welcoming John Weigand ,as 
President EI ect. First, I am de I r ghted that 
John agreed to run and will now serve. 8ut we 
were safe there because we had two excellent 
candidates.. It was the proportion of indivi
duals voting that I found appalling. When the 
ba l I ots were counted and recounted around my 
kitchen tab I e, we discovered two things: i) 
the e I ect ton was remarkab I y c I ose, and 2) an 
abysma I 7% of the Section members voted. Ever 
the optimist, I choose to view the percentage 
voting as a reflection of a large number of 
undecided, unable to make up their minds over 
two worthy candidates. I hope so, other inter
pretations are far less attractive. · For one 
thing, it seems I could have received only 
three votes in the last election and made it in 
a lands! ide. 

Harestad and I were pondering the canposftion 
of the Section after the votes were counted. 
Both of us have reasonably fertile imagina
tions., so Harestad sought to cool those down 
with "real data". The result is his note and 
table in this Newsletter. The data are just 
sufficient to lend themselves to al I kinds of 
speculation. Perhaps we could have defined a 
PAw~ as saneone who got around to votlng. I 
confess that I encouraged Harestad's modest 
statistical exercise, but accept no responsibi-
1 ity for the acronym PAWB. 

Another item in the Newsletter ls a summary of 
pot nts I . be I i eve the Northwest Section shou Id 
support regarding Ye! lowstone grizzlies. l 
undertook to initiate a statement on the basis 
of two potential qualifications: 1) as a ·cana
dian I have no interest or ties to any of the 
agencies or organizations currently involved, 
and 2) I have 2. 5 feet of material on the 
Ye 11 owstone bears t hat I have actua 11 y read. 

We began by c i rcu I at i ng the "Campaign for Ye 1-
1 owstone Bears" proposal to chapter Presidents 
and sol icitina comments. Comments were 
rece Tved and a(e incorporated in the draft 
statement in this Newsletter. Those who saw 
the or i g J na I p roposa I w i I I not i ce th at the 
number of po 1 nts is reduced from 26 to 1 O. 
That was easily made possible by giving our 
support to the curr·ent recovery p I an (1982) 
which includes .the points absent from the cur
rent 10. 

The plan also includes most of the issues noted 
in the current statement., but it seems the 
Section should support particular, critkal 
activities exp I lcitly. Any Section members 
that have concerns about the current draft 

. should send them directly to me (my address is 
given with the draft). 

Welcane John! 

Fred Bunne I I 



MEMBERSHIP : things are getting better, eh. 

You should have received your membership 
renewal forms by now. Northwest Section dues 
($5) should be sent directly to The Wild
life Society to ensure that you are put on 
the mailing list. Section dues pay for 
publ icatfon and mailing of the newsletter and 
organization of the Annual Meeting. If you are 
a member of the Northwest Section, thank you 
for your continued support. If you belong to 
TWS but not the Northwest Section you receive 
this newsletter but only at the expense of your 
colleagues. Please join us and contribute to a 
,strong and active section. 

The following table lists the number of 1v/S . 
members that resided in the Northwest Section 
during 1980 to 19840 These data include both 
Northwest Section members and non-section mem
bers. ' Overa I I the number of TWS members in the •· 
area represented by the Northwest Section 
increased by 7% since 1980. The greatest 
growth occurred in Alaska, up 30%. 

Other statistics reveal regional differences in 
the presence of our profession. The frequency 
and dens tty of PROFESS I ONALL Y ACT I VE w i Id I i fe 

bi o I og i sts were ca I cu I ated for geographic un it-s 
(stat es, provinces and territories). Popula
tions and areas were obtained from recent 
almanacs. Some of the values are comforting, 
others are alarming. For example, Br·itish 
C'o I umb i a has on f y 1 PROFESS I ONALL Y ACT I VE w i I d
i ife biologist per 32,000 people, the lowest 
frequency of all units. The density of PROFES
SIONALLY ACTIVE w i Id Ii fe biologists (square km 
per biolog ist) varies tremendously among unitso 
British Columb ic has the third lowest density, 
surpassed by all other units except Yukon and 
Northwest Territories. 

British Columbia's density of PROFESSIONALLY 
ACTIVE w i Id I i fe biologists Ts one-tenth that of 
most st ates and one- ha I f that of A I berta. Th is 
cou Id resu It from two sources: B.C. may have 
re ?•at i ve I y few w i I d I i fe bi o I og i sts or there mc;y 
be a low participation rate by biologists in 
the professional society. There are many other 
canparisons that could provoke discussion. I 
reside in British C.olumbia and am concerned 
about our profession. The 16% increase in 
provincial TWS membership since 1980 indicates 
there is st i 11 hope for the "co I on i es". 

TWS membership in the Northwest Section. Frequency and density are calculated as number 
of people and square kilometers per professionally active wi !di ife biologist (PAWB). 

Number of tv1embers % % of Frequency Density 
change section (people/ (sq km/ 

1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1980-84 1984 PAWB) PAWB) 

AK 224 239 282 287 291 +30 20.2 1,381 5,081 

AB 118 130 135 136 135 +14 9.4 16, 136 4,898 

BC 73 73 70 73 85 +16 5.9 32,288 11,160 

ID 200 197 186 188 179 -10 12.4 5,274 1,192 

MT 225 212 215 235 227 + 1 15.7 3,466 1,659 

NWT 19 18 18 17 18 - 5 1.2 2,541 187,761 

OR 263 281 277 253 260 - 1 18.0 10, 127 958 

WA 218 228 223 228 260 · +10 16.6 17,217 718 

YT __ 9 __ 8 _Q. __ 8 __ 9 _Q _Q.Q 2,757 59,580 

Total 1349 1386 1412 1425 1444 +7 

Alton S. Harestad, 
Secretary-Treasurer NW Sectlon 
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YELLOWSTONE GRIZZLIES 

In 1983 the "Ad hoc Committee for Population Analysis" 
estimated the Ye 11 ow stone gr i zz I y bear popu I at ion at 183 to 
207. As a member of the committee, I probably should not 
pass judgement, but I be I i eve the estimates are defendab I e 
and conservative. It also seemed clear that the population 
had dee I i ned s i nee the 1960's. Current I y, i nteragency 
grizzly bear recovery efforts are wet I under way; Chris 
Servheen coordinates these efforts from Mi ssou I a, Montana. 
Many private conservation organizations (e.g. National 
Audubon Society, the National Wildlife Federation, and 
Defenders of Wildlife) have provided assistance in generating 
pub! ic support for recovery efforts. Recovery efforts al so 
have received some criticism, although the criticism has 
seldom been straightforward. For example, the "Campaign for 
Yellowstone's Bears" noted (January 1984) that " ••• bear 
management by pub! ic age'ncies has thus far failed to conserve 
the grizzly", but continued by proposing 26 measures to 
"save" the bears - the vast majority of which are currently 
pursued by the ongoing recovery efforts. Given the 
importance of the issue and the remarkable ratio of heat to 
light that surrounds it, the Wildlife Society is 
professionally obi iged - to take an unequivocal stand. It is 
far better that this stand originate from the Northwest 
Section than from e I sew here. For one thing, many section 
members are intimately acquainted with the issue .. 

On the back of this page are statements I believe the 
Northwest Section of The W i Id I i fe Society shou Id support. A 
brief "h i story" of the deve I opment of these statements i s 
noted in the President's column. No preamble for a position 
statement is provided here, mere I y the statements that I i ke I y 
wou Id best serve the thoughtfu I management of gr i zz I i es in 
Yel lowstone. Wording in square brackets is information for 
those who may not be aware of what has occurred and is 
occurring at Yellowstone; that wording is not part of the 
statement I hope the Section can support. 

A 11 of the activities are present I y ongoing, the statement 
would simply lend the Section and Society's support to 
important efforts at conservation and management of grizzly 
bears. 
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The Northwest Section of The Wild! ife Society supports and encourages: 

1. The continued efforts of the lnteragency 
Grizzly Bear Camiittee. [This ls the 
"umbrella group" which implements research 
and management directed to the recovery of 
the grizzly bear in the U.S.]. 

2. The implementation of the Grizzly Bear 
Recovery Plan (1982) [208 pp] including the 
Grizzly Bear Guidelines for designating 
bear habitat. [It has proven impossible to 
estab I i sh "er it i ca I habitat" for an oppor
tunist, wide-ranging species, but the 
Guide! ines have proven an effective tool. 
The recovery plan itself and Section 7 of 
the Endangered Species Act ensure consulta
tion, environmental assessment, etc. 
regarding activities in bear habitat]. 

3. The phasing-out of existing developments in 
areas intensively . used by grizzlies arid 
those which contain the best habitat (such 
as the Fishing Bridge recreational facility 
in Ye I I ow stone Nati ona I Park). [Ongoing]. 

4. The closure of prime habitat areas and 
others receiving intensfve use by grizzlies 
during appropriate seasons until population 
recovery is assured. [Currently about 16% 
Yellowstone is closed, despite continued 
opposition by sane groups or individuals]. 

5. Law enforcement activities in the Yellow
stone area adequate to eliminate poaching, 
unauthorized control actions, and the sale 
of gr i zz I y bear parts acquired i 11 ega 11 y. 
[Current I y attempted]. 

6. Assignment of high priorities by ll.S. 
attorneys and federa I judges to cases of 
poaching, and fu 11 prosectu i.on of poachers 
under the Endangered Species Act. [Letters 
sent to Attorney General and others]. 

7. Full prosecution of poachers who are trled 
in state courts and stiffer, uniform penal
ties for persons convicted of ii legally 
k i 11 i ng gr T zz I y bears or se 11 i ng gr i zz I y 

q , • bear parts. 

8. The e I Im i nation of I i vestock from occup led 
grizzly bear habitat where conflicts have 
been demonstrated. [Present I y hand I ed by 
situation 1 of Grizzly Bear Guldellnes]. 

9. Enforcement of carefu I hand! ing and 
disposal of garbage on public lands in ways 
that wi I I not attract bears, and encourage
ment of municipalities and counties to 
requlre the same from . the private sector. 
[Private lands constitute about 1% of the 
area and contribute about 25% of the bear 
morta I ity]. 

10. A continued, vigorous information and edu
cation program in the Yellowstone area 
stressing grizzly bear protection, camp 
sanifation, and other precautionary 
measures for visitor safety. [Ongoing]. 

If you have additional carments or more appropriate wording, please send these directly to me, 
quickly (Fred Bunnel I, Faculty of Forestry, University of B.C, Vancouver, 8.C. V6T 1W5, Canada). 

4 



NORTHWEST SECTION ANNUAL MEETING 

The annua I meeting w i 11 be he Id Apr i I 3-5, 
1985, in Missoula, Montana. Joe Ball (Montana 
Cooperative W i I d I i fe Research Un it, fJ i ssou I a, 
406-243-5372) is Progr-am Chairman. 

The theme for the mE-,et i ng is: WI LDL I FE ~ANAG
MF.:f\rr CI RECT IONS If\'. TI-IE NORTHWEST 71-IROUGi 1990. 
We perceive a nurrber of subsections toward this 
theme: 

1. Wildlife Supply and Demand 

2. The Role of Wildlife Biologists in Pub
I ic Agencies 

3. The Ro1e of Planning 

4. The Role of Private Enterprise in Wild
I ife Management (e.g. arms and ammuni
tion manufacturers, sporting goods 
dealers, service providers, etc.) 

5. The Role of Special Interest Groups in 
Wild! ife Management (e.g., National 
Wildlife Federation, Ducks Unlimited, 
etc.) 

6. Federal vs. State/ Provincial Roles in 
Managing Wild! ife 

7. The Rea I Ro I e of Law Enforcement ( i.e. 
changing philosophies, modern innova
tions, etc.) 

8. Others? 

This is obviously a broad theme, one which 
should generate quite a few presentations. 
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Speakers should send a title and abstract to 
Joe Ba 11 no I ater than February 8, 1985. The 
next Section News I etter w i I I inc I ude a tenta-
ti ve agenda. Astracts will be printed and dis
tributed at the Conference reg i st rat ion desk. 

We will meet at the new Sheraton Hotel along 
the bank of the Clark Fork River. Room rates 
are $44 for a s T ng I e, $48 for a doub I e (2 
people - 1 or 2 beds), and $51 for a triple. 
Al I rooms have king or queen size beds; the 
triple includes 2 king-size beds and a 
rollaway. Cost-conscious participants are 
encouraged to doub I e or trip I e up. Hote I 
amenities include a restaurant, bar, swimming 

. pool, sauna, jacuzzi, and airport shuttle 
service. 

SECTION ELECTIONS 

. We have two important offices to fill for 1985-
86. The first is that of Vice President, who 
wil I serve as the Program Chairman for the 1986 
meet· i ng. According to the rotating schedu I e, 
the 1986 meeting w i 11 be in Oregon. Candi dates 
for this position are: David de Calesta 
(Oregon State University) and John Cornely 
(Wi I lamette Val fey Wildlife Refuge). 

The second postion is Secretary-Treasurer. 
Inasmuch as the business of the Section is 

facilitated when this office is held by someone 
in close geographic proximity to the President, 
the two candidates for this position are: 
L. Jack Lyon (lntermountain Forest and Range 
Experiment Station) and Alan Harmata (adjunct 
Ass istant Professor, 8 i o I ogy Depart., Montana 
State University). 

Please vote for one person for each office, 
detach and send to John P. Weigand, P.O. Box 
764, Be I grade, Montana 59714 by ~1arch 1, 1985. 
Let's I mp rove our voting percentage on these 
positions! 



rv~eet i ngs of Interest: 

Fourth International Theriologlcal Congress 13-20 August 1985, Edmonton, Alberta 

Northwest Section 
The Wildlife Society 
Philip Schladweiler, Editor 
P.O. Box 5, MSU C3mpus 
Bozeman,~ 59717 

Contact: The Secretariat IV ITC 
P.O. Box 632 Sub 11 
Edmonton, Alberta 
CANADA T6G 2EO 
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