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Dm- Mr. Dultom

' 'rhe 1975 &mmer Mnting of the Idtho Chnpter of the Wildlife Booioty vasa - -

. succegsful event. In large messure this was due the accommodation, hoopit&lity

- and hard work of warious membsrs of your staff, Particular thanks must go to Glenn
»;Brl.dloy. Frank Gunncll and Walt Hlnks for their timo and. effort 1n putting 4t all

G 9 together. . -

'Ihe tour of gome of ‘Eastern Idaho's phosphate mining situ. diacusaion along the
tour route {where mining officials and others explained as best they could the 0
. *muts and bolts" of. phosphate mining operations) greatly assisted those in attendance
to grasp the magnitude of the mining operation(s) and the potential impact(s) of such
eperations upon the land and its resources. The catered dut.ch oven supper at the MAll
Canyon Campground was a most ploa.sa.nt way -to close a hnrd and long first day 8 :
a.utivitiea. Ry~ 3 ,

‘.'Tharo was howaver an unfortmto “darlr sloud" that wes, ca:t over an. othorwiu vory
~'en;}ayab10 tour, We were 1nfomed at the very boginning of ‘the tour that we were
- guests of the wining company's, were at "their pleesurs" and although we might ad- =
| - versely react to some of what we might see we wers asked not to criticize or express .
- such reactions. mtiomle: that sueh criticism or adverse comments might - Jeopardisze .
; fuz‘th.r "ooopoution" by the various companys, Additioml]y. comment were made = .
thmughmt the day which stressed that phosphate mining was inevitable and there '
"was 1ittle we could er shomld do t& change this basic thrust, This "accommedation
o.ttitudo", this. Amplied lack of honest challenge or oxp}.oution of viable alternatives
did not set well with those insattendance, Further, it alarms us as & Socisty of
' Professional Wildlife Biclogists, thet such an acquiescent posture is taken by the
' Forest Serviee that is contrary to the sthic of "land stmrship whiﬂh th¢ are
‘mmdutod by Conmsa to uphold. . SR R T
-Opm-pit phosphate. ninﬁ.ng 1a sinslo—uso land mmsement at 1t.: very vorltl I sin- "
- cerely hope that the expressed attitude of a Forest Service 0fficial does not :
represent Forest Service policy. Indeed, I pray the Forest Service policy is and
il be a forthrﬁ.ght oxercise of their trust re:s'ponsibilty, an Appl:!oation of ;
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