The Idaho Chapter of the Wildlife Society
POSITION STATEMENT--Idaho and Salmon River Bre?fs Primitive Areas
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The Idaho Chapter of the Wildlife Society is a professional wildlife
organization of some 200 professional natural resource specialists working
in Idaho.
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e = These primitive areas support a community of some 190 species of wild

animals. The Targest elk herd south of the Salmon River is found there.
One of the most significant Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep populations in the
United States (largest in Idaho) finds seclusion in the canyon complex.
Rocky Mountain goats inhabit most of the crest areas. Mule deer are
scattered throughout the areas and white-tailed deer are in the main Salmon
River Canyon. The primitive areas are among the few remaining high quality
mountain Tion environments.

The tributary systems to the main rivers (Middle Fork and main Salmon)
contain extremely valuable spawning and rearing areas for seagoing chinook
salmon and steelhead. The native west slope cutthroat depends on the high
quality aquatic habitats of the tributaries and main river for survival.

In summary, the perpetuation of this unique environment (and its flora
and fauna) is inextricably tied to wilderness glgssification. We therefore
.} urge the two primitive areas be combined into tés million acre wilderness.a=<
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