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swan pla_ri' concerl1S-·-wyom~n_g-
JACKSON, Wyo. (AP) - Wyoming wildlife officials 

':.· say their efforts to protect the trumpeter swans in the 
Star Valley have been successful, but that endeavors by 

11: an Idaho group to protect the bird could ~amper their pro-
. 

1
··gram. .·. · ·. · . . · . "-:·· ··. --~·~_ .. · ·. "':· ,,-·. · 

-w . . Wyoming's effort to help the swans recover by 
·.; ·obtaining more winter habitat for the 1,750 birds in the so

~~·called ~tri-state" - flock -found · in Idaho, ·Montana ·-and 
· -Wyoming was started in 1988. The initial plan called for 

--:,--the wintering area to reach from the Star Valley into the 
_; upper_GreenRiverdrainage_~iL ." "'<-'. · .f~ ' '. .-1:.1 :·1: ... : •. _,_. 

· .~:'~<.:In_ Idaho, the SU:lte chapter of the Wildlife Society IS 

: - .. ~::~g !o_hay~ µte tru_mpeter s_wan declared a threatened 
't ·~pe<;i~s. ·1 .• • 1: _.; ): ,Y•< - -,"i t1h•·.-d ,, ..• : :.;u:: · ~::., "Yki ,·. • 
,:·. _•,"!: .,- _~'We are opposing the society's position-, because we 

· ·,, are ge~~ing _things done now,'\ _.said Dave 1v;Joody, state 
ji .. wildlife management coordir_!ator for District l. J , ;,, : 

· ::·_ . .,:.-- '~Although we still ,woajd be, able _to trap and trans
. plant the birds, having them declared threatened only 

·,•---would create a lot of red tape that would h~mper efforts 
· · · now under way to help the bird," Moody said .. 

-
Also opposing the Idaho chapter's bid is the Wyoming increasing human activity; the loss of wetlands; the high ~ockman · also noted that the Wyoming Game and 

chapter of the Wildlife Society and the Trumpeter Swan potential for significant disease losses arriong wintering Fish Department recently approved a three-year proj~_ct 
Society. _flocks; the need for artificial feeding of about 25 percent to fund monitoring needed for the habitat-expansion pro-

. Moody said part of the idea behind the wintering area of the flock; lead poisoning; collisions with aircraft; and ject. · · · _ . 
being established in Wyoming is to reduce the .pressure . _accident~shootings .... ,. . . . . . ·· '..:· "We are ·in the process of negotiating -for mitigation 
_trumpeter swans are putting on Island Park Reservoir in _ . , ... Dave Lockman, waterfowl biologist \vith the Wyom- · of trumpeter swan values lost during repair of Jac~n 
Idaho's Hamman State Park. Last winter about 50 of the -ing Game and Fish Department ~d a member of the Lake dam,"' he said. "This will include winter-habitat de
swans died during a stretch of extremely cold w~ather . . ,; . · Trumpete:r;- ~S~an So~iety, said the 1daho group is being 'velopment and 150 acres of production -habitat devel-

. "There is not enough water· coming out of ~e reser- . oyerprotective. . _ .. ··. ., __ - · .. -. ~-:· . ·.·-~ .. :·; .< .- ;_ ~. ·,; ,. opment. ·· ' :..~-~:. :,,. . - · -<}',,) -:1 -',·-· · -..~ · -

voir in the ~ter to keep the water from. f~eezingt said , ",, ._, "There is an ~v~r:re~£ti~n to .:~ -e pr9blen:t o~}lefifY,'S ,_ . ,:_."We . are _, annually ., achieving · ·:some•,: wetl3,I}d 
Moody. _··: ·. . . ;, _, · ., ... · : -~ ·;· ·. /.:i . ,. ~~rk," he _said. · . .- ;,, : · · · . · ;:,;,:.;•/~ · .:. 

4 
;.;:;:- •• - ' ·: -~>. ~}\ _·, --~· .: \ . >Jmprovement acres for trumpeters on public_ and priv~Je 

"When ··the water freezes; the. birds are forced to -: . ~ -. Lockm~ did call _fo~ _the ~~e pf Idaho and ~e U.S. • ·Jands. We have excellent ,public Jind ptj~atitlandowner 
move because there is no forage for them. In the really .-_ .. _Intez:ior .P~p~ent_t~_. place gre~!e·~ emp~a~} >~--~~-, .-';.s:uppo~ -without a (thre~tened o~j~~angered) .~~mei!,;" 

. cold weather, they are· not strong enough tp _~9ve, and, _chas~g m~re ~terhab1~t for the ~~s. , ~ -··: ~->:,:·~:·: t\ · · _ ~~ _Lo~kmru:1• ·, ,· . •·:.·· ·'. .. ,' : ~ :·.~~-~ ;,-:·;:' ~-·<(>·: _ _' .... ·" 
consequently, they will freeze to death." · ~~, . . . . As far as Im concerned, Idaho has never mye~~d · 0t -: . -::.' Atone time thousands of· swans, the largest water-

The petition by the Idaho chapter of the Wildlife So- · ~much time or money toward the·trumpeter swan, and yet . _fowl species in the world, · wintered· throughout the _Mid
ciety to have-the swans declared threatened notes the a ~eater_pe~ce_nt~ge of th~ ~p~tign is dependent on its ·· .,western states. But unr~s~1cted hu.riting almost drove the 
continued restriction of usable winter habitat due to inad- ._ha}?1tats," he said . . :• . ;,: .. , ~-- i-,,:,t.: -_. ·. · ·- ~- · ,: . i · species into extinction. · -~- i.:•;): i: :,:c .. ~.,.;.-~ } -_.' · · _·, .-., -'· ·; · 

,.r ,,. '' •, ' ' .,.._ •. ,,. " . • .• ,. ..-· .• .- ,- " A , ,• ~- .~ • 11 .~ ',.~ ...... • • • , • • • ~ 

equate water flows. . . . , . . ., ,~ - .A thre_atene? or --~ndanger~?'. statu~ ~ght_provide · .... ·._ By 1900 the swans were found only in. Alaska and the 
Also, the _petition notes the anticipated.loss of nesting a hammer and might help Idaho m acqwnng fun~, but .. greater Yellowstone ecosystem. By 1931 only 60 swans 

sites; loss of spring, summer and winter habitats due to that is not a reason for ~g a species." · · · '° ·" ~ .·. ~ere found. · . r · • • 



Conservationists fight 
or trumpeter swans 

"poi'T·h A ~,,...,.,._d p -. l i/f>t) F' h d W'ldl'l' R . 1 D' e ssoc1ate ress 1 ' 1s an 1 11e eg1ona irec• 

IDAHO FALLS - The Idaho 
chapter of the Wildlife Society 
plans to challenge a U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service decision against 
listing the Rocky Mountain trum
peter swan as a threatened spe
cies under the Endangered Spe
cies Act. 

"We're putting together a real 
detailed letter for (Fish and Wild
life Director John) Turner," Jack 
Connelly of Blackfoot said. 

The agency based its denial on 
an agreement between Fish and 
Wildlife, the Bureau of Reclama-

, tion and the Idaho Department of 
Fish and Game to ensure a mini
mum winter stream flow of 500 
cubic feet per second below the 
Buffalo River on the Henrys Fork 
of the Snake River. 

The area is a major winter habi
tat for the swans. 

"Since the service is committed 
to try and purchase the necessary 
water to maintain a minimum 
flow of 500 cfs during the winter, 

1 
it is believed that the major ~ 
threat to the population has been 
alleviated," the Department o 
Fish and Wildlife said in its offi
cial response. 

The Wildlife Society had peti
tioned Fish and Wildlife in April 
1989 to list the swan as a threat
ened species due to habitat cur
tailment, the need to provide arti
ficial feed for the birds during the 
winter months and a freeze on the 
Henrys Fork that killed as many 
as 100 swans the previous winter. 

"There really is no agreement," 
Connelly said. "There's nothing 
down on paper. The only thing 
they did was to sit down and talk 
about the flows they needed. 

"We want to see a copy of the 
agreement," he said. "We want to 
know why they settled on 500 
cfs." 

Olin Bray of Fish and Wildlife's 
Denver office agreed there was no 
written agreement to protect the 
swans. Once biologists deter
mined that 500 cfs was sufficient, 

tor Marvin Plenert made a com
mitment to provide the funds for 
purchasing necessary water in 
low years. 

"It appears from past years that 
most of the time there is water to 
buy," Bray said. "But that is a 
concern." 

Connelly said swan experts con
tend 500 cfs will not break up 
winter ice jams on the river but 
would only keep the area "wet." 
The agency also failed to address 
such issues as disease and artifi
cial feeding, he said. 

There were 900 swans on artifi
cial feed at Red Rock Lakes Na
tional Wildlife Refuge in Mon
tana's Centennial Valley last 
winter, Connelly said. "That's 
about half the (tri-state) popula
tion. That was totally ignored in 
their response that was published 
in the Federal Register." 

This year, trumpeter swans ate 
all their winter food in Island 
Park and were forced to fly to Red 
Rock Lakes for food before mi
grating north. 
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