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JACKSON, Wyo. (AP) — Wyoming wildlife officials

. say their efforts to protect the trumpeter swans in the

Star Valley have been successful, but that endeavors by

,,~an Idaho group to protect the bird could hamper their pro-
-, gram. . i -

3

.Wyoming’s effort to help the swans recover by

. ‘obtaining more winter habitat for the 1,750 birds in the so-

“called “tri-state” -flock found in Idaho, ‘Montana and

Wyoming was started in 1988. The initial plan called for
the wintering area to reach from the Star Valley mto the

) upper Green River drainage.

In Idaho, the state chapter of the Wlldhfe Socxety is
trymg to have the trumpeter swan declared a threatened

«, species. .

“We are opposmg the soc1ety S posmon because we

'are getting things done now,” said Dave Moody, state

+- wildlife management coordinator for District 1.

“Although we still would be able to trap and trans-

-plant the birds, having them declared threatened only

*“would create a lot of red tape that would hamper efforts

" now under way to help the bird,” Moody said.

Also opposmg the Idaho chapter’s bid is the Wyoming
chapter of the Wildlife Society and the Trumpeter Swan
Society.

Moody said part of the idea behind the wintering area
being established in Wyoming is to reduce the pressure
trumpeter swans are putting on Island Park Reservoir in
Idaho’s Harriman State Park. Last winter about 50 of the
swans died during a stretch of extremely cold weather.

“There is not enough water coming out of the reser-
voir in the winter to keep the water from freezing,” said
Moody.
“When the water freezes, the birds are forced to
move because there is no forage for them. In the really
cold weather, they are not strong enough to move, and,
consequently, they will freeze to dea

The petition by the Idaho chapter of the erdhfe So-
ciety to have the swans declared threatened notes the
continued restriction of usable winter habitat due to inad-
equate water flows.

Also, the petition notes the anticipated loss of nesting
sites; loss of spring, summer and winter habitats due to
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increasing human activity; the loss of wetlands; the high
potential for significant disease losses among wintering
flocks; the need for artificial feeding of about 25 percent
of the flock; lead poisoning; collisions with aircraft; and
accidental shootings.

~Dave Lockman, waterfowl biologist with the Wyom-
ing Game and Fish Department and a member of the

" - Trumpeter Swan Society, said the Idaho group is bemg

overprotective.

“There is an over-reaction to the problem on Henry s

Fork,” he said.
+ Lockman did call for the state of Idaho and the US.

Interior Department to place greater emphass on pur-

chasing more winter habitat for the swans.

“As far as I'm concerned, Idaho has never mvested
much time or money toward the trumpeter swan, and yet
a greater percentage of the populatxon is dependent on 1ts
habitats,” he said.

“A ‘threatened’ or endangered’ status mlght provide :

a hammer and might help Idaho in acquiring funds but
that is not a reason for listing a species.”

Lockman' also noted that the Wyoming Game and
Fish Department recently approved a three-year project
to fund monitoring needed for the habitat-expansion pro-
ject.

“We are in the process of negotiating for mitigation
of trumpeter swan values lost during repair of Jackson
Lake dam,” he said. “This will include winter-habitat de-
velopment and 150 acres of productxon habltat devel-
opment.

“We are annually acluevmg ‘some wetland

.improvement acres for trumpeters on public and private
‘lands. We have excellent public and private landowner
- support without a (threatened or endangered) hammer,”
‘said Lockman.

"“"At one time thousands of swans, the largest water-
fowl species in the world, wintered throughout the Mid-
western states. But unrestricted hunting almost drove the

: specxes into extinction.

By 1900 the swans were found only in Alaska and the
greater Yellowstone ecosystem. By 1931 only 60 swans
were found.
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IDAHO FALLS — The Idaho
chapter of the Wildlife Society
plans to challenge a U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service decision against
listing the Rocky Mountain trum-
peter swan as a threatened spe-
cies under the Endangered Spe-
cies Act.

“We're putting together a real
detailed letter for (Fish and Wild-
life Director John) Turner,” Jack
Connelly of Blackfoot said.

The agency based its denial on
an agreement between Fish and
Wildlife, the Bureau of Reclama-
. tion and the Idaho Department of
Fish and Game to ensure a mini-
mum winter stream flow of 500
cubic feet per second below the
Buffalo River on the Henrys Fork
of the Snake River.

The area is a major winter habi-
tat for the swans.

“Since the service is committed
to try and purchase the necessary
water to maintain a minimum
flow of 500 cfs during the winter,
it is believed that the major
threat to the population has been
alleviated,” the Department of
Fish and Wildlife said in its offi-
cial response.

The Wildlife Society had peti-
tioned Fish and Wildlife in April
1989 to list the swan as a threat-
ened species due to habitat cur-
tailment, the need to provide arti-
ficial feed for the birds during the
winter months and a freeze on the
Henrys Fork that killed as many
as 100 swans the previous winter.

“There really is no agreement,”
Connelly said. “There’s nothing
down on paper. The only thing
they did was to sit down and talk
about the flows they needed.

“We want to see a copy of the
agreement,” he said. “We want to
know why they settled on 500
cfs.” 2

Olin Bray of Fish and Wildlife’s
Denver office agreed there was no
written agreement to protect the
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Fish and Wildlife Regional Direc-
tor Marvin Plenert made a com-
mitment to provide the funds for
purchasing necessary water in
low years.

“It appears from past years that
most of the time there is water to
buy,” Bray said. “But that is a
concern.”

Connelly said swan experts con-
tend 500 cfs will not break up
winter ice jams on the river but
would only keep the area “wet.”
The agency also failed to address
such issues as disease and artifi-
cial feeding, he said.

There were 900 swans on artifi-
cial feed at Red Rock Lakes Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge in Mon-
tana’s Centennial Valley last
winter, Connelly said. “That’s
about half the (tri-state) popula-
tion. That was totally ignored in
their response that was published
in the Federal Register.”

This year, trumpeter swans ate
all their winter food in Island
Park and were forced to fly to Red
Rock Lakes for food before mi-
gratmg north

-

swans. Once biologists deter- |

-mined that 500 cfs was sufficient,
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