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promptly in the Federal Register. If the interior population. There was some . The congregation of approximately 30 
finding is positive, the Service-i9'also- question as to whether the Rocky · percent of the population in ,urnart'area, 
required to promptly commence a Mountain population was distinct from at Hamman State Park and large 
review of the status of the involved the Pacific Coast population, but there congregations at Red Rock Lakes 
species. are no band return data or observations National Wildlife Refuge and od1er 

Petition: The Service has received and of collared birds to suggest wintering areas within the bi-State area · 
made a 90-day finding on the following interbreeding between the two leave the trumpeters vulnerable to · 
petition: . populations (pers. comm.: Danny disease. 

· A petition dated April 7, 1989. was - Bystrack. Rod King. and Carl Mitchell . Management efforts currently. •·::;.•Tt ~~ri 
received from the Idaho Chapter of The . U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; Dave underway (U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Wildlite Society on May 1.2.1989. The Moody. Wyoming Game and Fish . Service 1984) are attempting to expand,·.•·· 
petition requested the Service to list the · Department). - . , .• . . . trumpeter swan winter range within a .,.). 
Rocky Mountain population of the Winter habitat is.believed to be the . 150-mile radius of the tri-State winte~.-.- ·· 
trumpeter swan as a threatened species. limiting factor iri Rocl<y Mountain · area. and initial results appear 
The petition defines the Rocky MountaL~ . population trumpeter swan restoration promising. Successful range expansion 
population as all known breeding flocks efforts (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service could alleviate the need for continued 
in the Greater Yellowstone area {the t...--i- 1984). Approximately 500 trumpeters . emphaais on watP.r flows at Harriman 
State subpopulation}. and in Alberta. (about 30 percent of the Rocky Mountain State Park. It would decrease the 
British Columbia. Northwest Territories. population} winter on th~ Henrys Fork . population's vulnerability to disease . .. 
southeaatern Yukon, and Saskatchewan of the Snake River (Henrys Fork) at or Regions 1 and 6 of the Service are 
(the Interior Canada subpopulation}. near Harriman State Park. Idaho. committed to increasing efforts to ·· :. · ..: ·--: 

Prior (o settlement of North America . Insufficient water flows to maintain ice- expand the winter range of the Rocky· ···-~· · 
by Europeans. the trumpeter swan wes a free conditions during extremely cold Mountain population of the trumpeter 
migratory species that ranged across weather have resulted in the loss of swan. The Refuges and Wildlife 
most of the United States and Canada. feeding areas fer trumpeters. Hazi~g Divisions in both Regions have 
the species was extirpated from most of efforts during November and December increased their range expansion 
its historical range by about 1900. A of 1988 to move trumpeters away from programs. The program is currently 
remnant population of trumpeter swa.c..s Harriman State Parle prior to extremely progressing quite well. especially in 
survived in ·westerri Canada ar.d the cold weat..ier-wcre unsucces3fal. For Wyoming where the State has taken a 
Greater Yellowstone area. and provided reasons anlcnown at this time, . . very active role. However. ~e 
the nucleus to rebuild trumpeter swan . . · trumpeters do not leave Harriman Sta~e expansion is a long term process. and 
numbers in North America. Trumpeter Park and migrate to other wintering . · without a sufficient minimum flow in the 
swan numbers have increased since areas when the Henry's Fork freezes Henrys Fork, curtailment·of feeding 
restoration efforts for the species began over. Therefore, the lack of sufficient areas at Harriman State Park will 
earlier in the century. Most of lh~ flows results in the curtailment of . continue to be a threat to trumpeter 
trumpeter swans in the Rocky Mountain .. - important winter habitat . · • ha' · til 

ula · ..J-- -~•L- 1 swan winter 01tat un rCW5-e . 0 .-., •• ~ 
pop tion winter in tne tri-State area. . Although not UU'l:.u.ment~ Wt: actua expansion efforts are ~ompleted. _ 
Surveys in February 1989, documented · loss of trumpeters on the Henrys Fork in 
the highest number of trumpeter swans February 1989. is estimated to be as high · To address the threat of insufficient ., - .· 

minimum ffows in the HeTLPf! Fork to • · 
(approximately 1,750) on the wintering as ZOO birds (Carl Mitchell, pers. comm.). maintain the swans wintering there, .a 
grounds since restoration efforts be~a~. . E··en ♦1ho·•gh the documented loss of 

OJ • • u "" committee consisting of personnel from : The-petition states that although birds at or near Harriman State Park 
population numbers have been was fairly low considering total the Service. Bureau ~f ~lamation. · 
increasing. the Rocky Mountain . population numbers. the estimated loss Idaho Department ~t Fis~ and Game, • _ 

. population·of trumpeter swans·is ·.,. ,· is approximately 11 percent of the ··· - - -.-> . and Id_aho Stat~ 1:Jrnvers1ty m_et to ••·w• ~~-~-, . 
extremely vulnerable to severe declines, population. Certain flocks appear to e5t~bh~h the mimmlli;l flow n~eded to 
due in part, to its restricted winter have endured much of that loss. The mamta1n adequate W1;!ter habitat for 
distribution. A 'single event of disease or · Grand Prairie flock. the largest swans. on the H~~s t-ork. They _. 
adverse environmental conditions at . ·. •· Canadian flock in the population. had an estabhshed a m1mmum flo~ figure~~, ... , 

:·· ... · oneiJl'tmore of the limited number of" · · estimated overwinter death rate of 48 · SOO cfs below the Buffalo River. . . 
wintering:sites could result in severe ·: percent this past winter. compared to an · As5uming an ave~ge flow of ZOO cfs . -. 
population impacts.. As ~dence of the · average rate of 24 percent (Rocky . from the Buffalo River. 30!1 ds would 

. trumpeter swan's vulnerability, the .. -- ·- Mountain Population Trumpeter Swan ::· ,;,; have to~ released from island~ .. ~~ 
petition documented the toss of at least ·_- . Subcommittee} . ........ , ... , .. :., .. :, ., .... , .:..,,:- .. .. Re~e!"V?l!"th(on

500
tbe ie~ Forlckto .. --~-~-

50 birds (carcasses ·conected} last winter Production levels for Rocky Mountain mamtam e c:: uumm~ ow. _ 
presumably due to extremely cold .- · · ·, • · ·. population trumpeters in Canada have · · Subsequen~ t_o the estabhshm~t o_f · · 
weather and low water flows. Other been increasing in recent years. In 1989 the 500 cfs muumum flow. ~e h1stonc · · 
threats listed in the petition included following the previous winter's die off, flow records for the past lt>_years (~97~ 

\ ·. · ··· continued loss or curtailment of habitat · the number of pairs in the Grand Prairie 1989) at the Island Park gaging station 
due to inadequate water flows. human flock was 18 percent below 1988 levels. were reviewe~. !his review sho~ed _that 
activity and loss of wetlands; and the number of nests was 16 percent there was sufncrent water to mamtam 
inadequate regulatory mechanisms; and below 1988 levels. Production was the 500 cfs minimum flow during 6 to 16 

. mortality from lead poisoning. powerline below that in 1988. but above the 5-year years. During the other 10 years. 
collisions.' and accidental shootings..-. - . . average-Production levels were below additional water would have to have 

r Service Information: The Rocky ~ average for Montana and Idaho (Rocky been released to maintain the 500 cfs. It 
·: Mountain population.of trumpeter :···• ,:- .• Mountain Population Trumpeter Swan is believed that sufficient water would 
\., swans.is believed to be distinct from · Subcommittee), and slightly above · have been available for purchase and_. 
►. · other-population$o{ trumpeter swans; · •. average for Wyoming (Dave Moody. thus released dllri?g most of those 1_0 
\ .,- the-Pacific Coast population and the· pers. comm.). · years. 
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A review of the midwinter. trumpeter List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 17 SUPPt..EMENT ARY IHFORMA TIOM: 
swan survey results for the past 16 years · . . · . . · ckground -· . .- ,,_ ._ ... ,. : ., ... · '·••, .:. ·_ 
show that the number of.swans counted . -: , -~ E:ndang~red and threatened species. .. 
increased from 709 in 1974, to-a high of Fish_. ~rme mammals, Plants . The silver rice rat was describ ·a as a 
1,743 in 1989. Some of this increase is (agnc ure). - ne specieS, Oryzomys argent us, in 
probably due to an increase in survey Dated: April 19, 1990. 19 by Ors. Numi Spitzer (no'4t 
effort. but it-is believed that during this Bruce Blanchard. Goo year) and James D. Laz~l. Jr . 

. period. the Rocky Mountain population (Spit er and Lazell l 978). Atfaiat time. 
Acting Director. U.S. Fish and WildWe the ra waa known only fro111'1 a s1·ngle 

has maintained an upward trend. At a · Service. · 1
' ~ , .. 

_meeting in January -l990. Service. - . . . _ - , . . -·, .: .- ~·.,. ·-· · : . , :- site in ifresh water marsl)"on Cudjoe---- •· 
· rf I b. 1 · · d' · d th · th (FR Doc. 90-9664 Filed 4-25-90; 8:45 am] Key, in the lower Florida eys of 

wate ow 10 ogists m icate a, .e · . . . , .. .. .. Monro~ County. Florid he_ site .was . .· 
.effects of last winter's die off and lower 11UJNG COOE 431CMM1 

· •. · production-in 1989 wilfonly be . . . • . . · .. .. .. . : . · threaten d by filling. S quently, it was .·· . 
. .-·; temporary and that the upward trend or·« .· · ~. -· - ·· ,,,., :-.~ : . ·-· ~--- ... -~-..• - ··""'-., -~~- ~;·••.;.-: ,. -.learned at rice.rates ad been trapped : 

the population should continue. 0 CFR Part 17 on nearb~accoon K in 1976. On 
March 12. 980, the nter for Action on 

· Now that the minimum flow level has Endangere Specie etitioned the . 
been established. the Service has made . E dangered and Threatened Wlldllfe Service to l t the s · ver rice rat as an - • 
a commitment to make every effort to 8 Plants; Review of th• Sliver Rice endangered peci s, pursuant to the 
purchase the necessary )Yater during . .. . Ra for LIStlng as a Vertebrate · · .. - Endangered pe es Act of 1973, as·· ·" ., ,. 
those winters when the minimum flow Po ulatfon · · · · · amended (Ac .pn July 14, 1980 (45 FR . 
below the Buffalo River drops below 500 . · · · · , 47365), the Se ce published-its .. _. -· · '. 
cfs. Since the Service is committed to. try ·. Y: Fish and Wildlife Service. · acceptance' of e -- petition. and 90-day· · 
to ·purchase the necessary water to finding that e was substantial · 
maintain a minimum flow of 500 cfs evidence w a ting a listing proposal. 
during the winter, it is believed that the ---+------------ The Serv ce's outheastern (Atlanta. 
major threat to the population has been SUMMA v: The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Georgia) egion 1 Office (Regionl · : . . 
alleviated. By removing this threat. it . Service ervice) announces 8 review . believed at fur er status information · 
will provide the Service with the period to receive information on the should obtain d prior to proposing 
·necessary time to expand the winter potential • sting of the silver rice rat the silv r rice rat or listing. 
range of the species to where it is (known b th as Oryzomys argentatus Accor ingly, a co tract was let to Nu.mi 
sufficiently widespread that a: and Oryzo ys palus.tris natator) as a Spitz r in 1980 to s ey other lower ·. · 
catastrophic event in any one part of the threatened r endangered_ vertebr~te .. .. . Flo · a Keys for th silver rice rat. She_ . , · 

. populatiqn's range will not threaten the ·, . · population ursuant to· the Endangered fo d the rat to oc· on nine of the . 
existence of the population. · . . Species Act f 1973, as-amended (Act} •. _ lo er keys (Spitzer 982). The Region :. - · , 

), : After review of the petition. .. The.silver ri rat was described as a C ntracted wilh Ms. pitzer to carry out . , 

· ·: accompanying documentation.· . · species ende ·c ,to the lower-Florida-..... :< nd upp.er keys in 19 .. She found that _ · ·. 
references cited therein. and other. Keys, Monroe aunty; Florida, in 1978. • ·· · 

· ' er status ·survey~ork in the middle ~ 

information obtained. the Service-found Subsequent t ono~c.revision of.U.S.· .~- · rice rat~ were absent oµi tpese key~ :..· -o:-..,.;. _ .· 

that the petition presented information rice rats conclu ed that the silver nee (Goodyear 1984)~ The eareSt mainland . 
m. suffic1·ent to conclude that the t d'd t . ·ri b ·n Florida populations of ~'ce rats to the ra 1 no men spec1 1c or su spec1 1c silver rice rat are appar ntly about 90 
requested action may be warranted. _ desiS?~tion. 1:1 1 87, the ~ervice reject d miles distant through th keys or 30 

. a petition t~ hst e spe~ies. because miles distant over water. 
References Cited the uncertainty co cerrung its _ · ·-.:.. · 

. . .. . . . .. ~ . . . . taxonomic status. ubsequent lega In 1988, Drs. Henry _Se er and Steven-
Rocky Mountain Population Trumpeter· challenge has raise the issue of Humphre~ of the Fl~nda use~ o~ 

Swan Subcommittee. 1989. Report to whether or not the ilver rice ra Natural ~sto17 advtse~ ~ Serv~ce s 
. the Pacific Flyway Study Committee. qualifies for listing s a verteb te • Jackson~lle Field Office ~t their · 

.. Idaho Department of Fish and Game. population as defm by the ct. !axonomic work on·U.S. nc, rats, ~en -
· · 2PP• .· _, _ · .. · · ~ -•f,-:-.:.:·~ - -~• -: --::v- regardlessofitstax omic The mprogressandsubsequentfy _pu~hshed . 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.- 1984. · Service solicits info atio and ... · . • (Humphr~y and_ Setzer 1989)\=mdicated 

North American Management Plan for comments·,0n potenti~l li g of this ~at. the _silver nee rat w~s n~t : :· - _ 
. Trumpetet-Swans. Prepared by the . ....... . . 1 rt b t til tr •·as·:-.r~r•..,. ·distinguishable from mainlanµ·Flonda~:;;:~: - · 

.. . ~-, c; Trumpeter Swan Subcommittees for . " :arumll a as ave ets ra P la ton.dards' rice rats at either the specific 'pt .. :rr::....- •'"'..! 1...... • • 

_ . we as-commen on nera s an · • b • fi r l Th h ~ b r 
: -,~ .. the-- Flyway Councils, Canadian . .- ·- . that should be used t efine vertebrate su spec1 ~c ev~ . . es_e autl o s .. _e :1~ve . · . 

. · W~~e Se~ce, and·U.S. Fi~h and · -, . .; •populationsund~r· ct. . . ··-··, . tha! the silver nee .rat 1s on Y· 1• - : .... : • · ·. : 

·. Wildlife Service. Office of Migratory • .. . -.· . penphe~l population of the_ Ol"!(Zomys 
Bird Management. Washington. DC DATES: Comm~n falustr1s natator .. a subspecies ~ommon . 
62pp;· , . ..: : " ,. 1 •• •• · • • parties must be m salt water and fresh wa~er marshes 

1990. througho_ut the Florida penmsula~Drs. 
Author. Goodyear and Lazell had in the 

ADDRESS materials meantime (Goodyear and Lazell 1 87) 
This notice was prepared by Olin E. . showd upe.rvisor, defendeq ~ei~ view th~t the.si~_yeri_· ce 

Bray (see ADDRESSES). . U.S. F' e, 3100 rat was a distinct species. '. '·.· ··· .. . . 
Authd~ty- .. _. . :· . . .. . . .. Uni . levard Sou ~ suite 120, As a result of the Humphrey, Se er 

. Jae ' Florida 32216\- _. . . finding. the Region requested that a1i1y . 
The authority for this action is the 

Endangered Species Act of 1973, as 
· amended (16 U.S.C. 1531-1543). 

ER INFORMATION \oNTA~ decision on proposing the sil~er. rice~at 
d J. Wesley at the abpve be delayed until the taxonomic 1ssu 

ss (904/791-2580: ITS ~2580). could be resolved. and recommende 
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