
America's Voice For Conservation, Recreation, and Preservation 

July 6, 2011 

The Honorable Harry M. Reid 
United States Senate 
522 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

The Honorable John A. Boehner 
United States House of Representatives 
1011 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Majority Leader Reid and Speaker Boehner: 

We are a broad coalition of organizations representing millions of members with very 
diverse political backgrounds and areas of interest united behind a shared belief that 
natural resource conservation, outdoor recreation, and historic preservation, and 
investments in them, are vital to the future of our great nation. 

Like you, we are concerned about our nation ' s fiscal health. The nation faces 
unsustainable future fiscal deficits, which must be addressed. As part of the overall 
solution to our deficit challenges, we know that conservation, recreation, and historic 
preservation programs will not and should not be exempt from scrutiny. We are willing 
to engage in a process to find further savings in spending, and review the economic and 
budgetary benefits of critical conservation, outdoor recreation, and historic preservation 
programs. 

The Federal budget cannot and should not be balanced disproportionately on the backs of 
conservation, outdoor recreation and preservation. Doing so will impose on the future 
generations whose well-being depends on the conservation and preservation of our 
common natural and historic resources. 

As a diverse community of taxpayers and voters who care about natural resource 
conservation, outdoor recreation, and historic preservation, we stand ready to work with 
you on serious efforts to address our nation ' s economic and fiscal challenges, as they 
relate to investments in, and tough choices about, the programs we care about. We urge 
this Congress to address the federal deficit while still investing in critical conservation, 
recreation and historic preservation programs in 2012. 

Thank you. 

Bill Meadows 
President 
The Wilderness Society 

John Nau Ill 
Board of Trustees 
Civil War Trust 



**Please see attached fo r li st of signers as of 7 /6/11 

We are a broad partnership of nonprofits, organizations and businesses that represent 
tens of millions of American citizens who believe we must elevate the importance of 

natural resource conservation, outdoor recreation, and historic preservation programs. 
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