
Assessing increment cores to
determine wood quality

Tom Gorman
Department of Forest Products

University of Idaho
208-885-7402

tgorman@uidaho.edu



Wood quality:
A measure of the characteristics of wood that 
influence properties of products made from it.

• Density
• Uniformity of growth rings
• Fiber length
• Percentage of clear bole
• Presence of juvenile and reaction woods



Silviculture/growth manipulation
impacts on wood quality

• Spacing at planting time
• Thinning
• Fertilization
• Irrigation
• Pruning
• Genetic improvement

Intensive culture













Opportunities for collaboration

Assessment of past nutrition studies

Assessment of past silvicultural practices

Evaluation of genetic characteristics for 
selective breeding stock
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