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CAVALCADE OF MOSCO® SCHOOLS

To one whose earliest memories are of legends, twice-

told tales and living experiences cf the very first beplnnjngg
toc one whose family has been,

of the state in which we live--
a part of Idaho's long march

in each succeeding generation,
from the year Captaein Plerce braved the Indians

in importarice,
sekx 1n 1860, to fifty years

to discover gold on Oro Fino creex
of statehood in 1940, the term "piloneer" takes on & mMOST
comparative guality. After all, what dates & ploneer in
Is it ezperiences of eighty, sixty, forty or

doscow?
The right to wear the title

twenty years ago? s often
claimed by any who arrived within those variocus perlods.
With this idea in mind, it is my intention to go beyond

211 you something about an

l )

personal experiences and to te
st influence on the home

ot

institution that has had the greaie

&a

and social life of the community since its earliest timess

This will be ouzr s¢hoolse
1t was the findling of gold that

men to this northern country in the days before thers wer
as

started the rush of

eny boundary lines that marked the territory we know

Idaho. After & few lusty yesrs the sun began to set on the
unstable days of the gold pan &nd the rocker, and the miner
begen to leave to follow new discoveries, end in the sifting
of the thousands that bed rushed into the countrey was left
e citizenry of sturdy peopls who wished to bulld homes,
establish cities, end live under the respectabllity of law

and order.




So, as an aftermath of those garly, tumulinous years,
farms were established, and thus began the cultlvation of the
rich, productive soll for which this section of the country
is famous. The United Stetes government offered rich
inducements to settlers for this purpose, in grants of
land under various governmental acts, and a new clitlzenry
began to arrive.

In the late spring of 18728, my husband's perents,

Nr. and irs. H. B. Hodgins, with their fimily of nine
children and various relatives came %o make thelr home in
this new wilderness, and settled on land near where the

town of Cercsee was later located. As the years passed by
and the sons in the family resched their majority, each
used his privilege of teking up iland under some governmental
acte

I pever tired cf hearing my husbund reminisce ebout
those early days. He was & good stoxy tellsr, and he

located the events of his stories as heving occurred on

Brother Will's place, Uncle Benry's placs, Tather's pLiace,

or Oscer's or mine, giving me an idea of how wide their

land holdings were in those early dayse.
Idaho's first city wes esteblilshed in 1861 at the

Junction of the Clearwster and Snake rivers, which at that

time wes the focal point for the converging of the gold

miners. They culled the town Lewloton.: In 186%, President

Lincoln approved an act organizing Ideho Territory. It was

lerger then the present state and included much of what 1s
washingtone I will mention, in passing,

now lontana and ¥
that the boundaries of our state were chenged three times

before they reached their present positione
-B-




buring the second session of the{berritorial legislature,
in November, 1964, an act was passed egtablishing provision
for common schools, It provided that sections sixteen and
thirty-six of every township should be sold for school purposes.
No more than twenty-five sections could be sold annually, and
ten dollars per acre was the minimuin price.
If one studies the map of our town she will find that its
various additions bear the nemes of those early settlers whase
farms converged in this vicinity. The area was called
Paradise Valley. When a store and & post office were sharted
it was east of the present town on a line running due north wv;)“L
of where the cemetary is located.# ﬁ\";\, '\"'
popker ¥ g Nk

)
They called the post office Suradise.%eﬁere, in 1871, Que*
X ‘\'ub’\'b

& school was opened in a log house with a dirt floor. The
B

door was of split logs, and the benches were slabs supported

on wooden legs, with the flat sides up., Under such primitive

conditions our first teacher began his taske.

The first specialized schvol bullding erected north

of the Cleerwmater river waes the MeGuire school. It was

bullt in 1875 and was located south and west of the original

Paradise school, and was probably about two miles from our

present school Wuildings. The building was located on the
'? McGuire farm and faced the road whilch runs from Taylor's

corner to the southwast corner of the cemetary., The first

teacher wes Noah Lieuellen. Trustees were Asbury Lieuallen,

Jeo Haskins and George Tomer-~ all ramiliar nawes 1o old

QﬁMb;fsf*‘residents of this area. lr. Lisuallen's salary was fifty

631»0\\\'
\Go 3 dollars a monthe.
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\ép ~ McDenisl's Hsll, an upstalys roou in a
N

We should remember that the early patbs used by the

ploneers, wnich were later to become roads, Were only

Indien trails in the beginning. Trails were the casiest

&I‘Bdas over mountaing and the shortest distances petween
water holes. Many trails hecame famous and jnfluenced the
development of the country. An alliance existed between

the Nes Perce indians and the Celville tribee They visited

each other often and hunted together. Their treil ran
do with

through this ares, and probebly had something %0

locating Moscowe.

In the early seventies, Asbury A. Lieusllen decided

he would start a town. He bought & 1arge acreage from the

Jonn Neff tract of land, established o general store,
secured a post office, and thus began Nain Street, MoscowW,

Idaho. The little tow gyrew, and it was soon svident thai

the McGuire school was 100 far oway. A petition was
the Carmers opposed,

The

cireulated to bring it nearar, but
so an electlon was called to decide the questions
astute Mr. Lieuallen brought voters to the polling place

in a free bus, and the proposal 1o bring the school into

town carrisds
There was RO speciel gehool bhuilding in Moscow, 350

children were housed in varlous rooms and hallse

a building at Fourth

) e

and Main streeis, where the Owl Drug Store now stands, Vo

the maln school roou and was also the popular gatherlng

place of the communitye

Of interest among the old records in the Court House,

wnich were transferred from Nez Perce county when iatah

wlim




¢ounty was created, is a patent signeg hy President Grent

for a grant of land to William Jones., The land, Ghen

in Nez Perce County, Idaho Territory, is the S quarter of
S6ctlon eight, township thirty nine, In 1875, Mr. Jones
sola this land to John Russell, and thus, in the annals of
our town, was established a name which will aslweys remain

bart of its higtory.
One who knew John Russall cen not forget his kind,

venerable personality. He was an old wen, when I knew him,

and he looked like a picture of the poet Longiellow
with his heavy, white hair and full, flowing beard. Xindness

and honesty emenated from his being. In the year 1884,

he gave to the town of Moscow, for the sum of cne dollar,
the block of lend bounded on the north and south by First
and "A" streets, and by Adsms end Jefferson on the east and

The deed certifised the leand was to be used for school
axter

weste
Onh this site, in the ssme year, Andrew B

PUrposese.
There were

built Moscow's first public school building.i
two rooms, one above and one below, one hundred and twenty

five puplls were crowded into these twe rToomse. {n the Toom
pup

in which I taught, there were three large windows on each
side, which came nearly down to the floor. No abrangement

had been made to drop the windows from the top, and in cold
weather it was unendurable to have them open from the botbome.
A large stove of shset and cast iron stood in the north-west
corner. Children in the back of the room often had to wear
their coats, while the front sests could not be used because

of the intense heat from the big stove. ZLack of saenitation,

improper héating and ventilation, and over-crowding were
# Note on mergin of manuseripts "On John Russell Block. 18385

first school on this property. Later another larger building wes
hiad 140 B




& constant danger to the hemlth of the childrefe

In 185’.18’ a memcrable year, the Moscow SChOOl f_)j_stl’.‘ic'b
a scarcity

was orgenized. Two problems, scarcity of room &l
The

of funds, beceme ever more acute in the growing tovEe

clerk of the School Board, Dr. Henry Blake, Who Wes ik

sunmerfield's father, advertised & bond elections OR€

hundred fifteen votes were casb, and ninety 81X of fLDOR

favored the bond issue. Twelve thousand dollers Wes thus

raised, and with this money four rooms were added to the

front end of the Bazter building, Lwo ebove and two beloWe
The entire building would seet six hundred pupils vy
putting an sverage of one hundred in each roome The
structure was nemed in honor of John Aussells

Up to this time, there bad been little evtempt to work

out a graded system of education, but with the erection of
the new building, steps were taken toward an eventual

high school course. Boiss, then Boigse City, bhad boasted

of a high school for five years, but there wag no other
public secondary school in the stete. lawlston &nd Hoscow
were eager to copy the capitol citye. The new county of

Letah bad Just been craated Ly act of congresse= & proceedupe
which has no precedent, then or now. Artesian water had
been discovered, and everything seemed ready for growth

and progress by the communltye. Four new teachers and &
principal were to be added to the school, and the new
building was o have 8 permanent janitor. That this janitaor
was Jobn Russell has alweys drawn on my compassion. Time,
with the tricks of fate, had deprived him of his living, =nd
he seemed thenkful to serve as janltor on property he once
owned and generously gave aweye.
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When I was a girl, I attended scphool in the
a o ;
time. I returned to my home in RBoige in MB¥s 1889, 805

found thei£§E§ preparing for & notable evente Tdaho Was
to be admitted at last into the family of staves &nd
Governor Stevenson, in one of his last acts as Territorial
Governor, had called a Constitutional Convention %O meet
in Boise on July fourth. It is doubtful if another such
distinguished group of men has ever assembled in Idahoe
In that body were men who were destined to honol thelir stat§
as Unlted States Senators, Governors, Congressmen, Judges .
and leaders in professional and business life.' Seventy members
were celled and sixty eizht sttended. Among them wWasd W. Je.
HeConnell of Moscow, later United States senator for a short
period and Governor off Idaho for two Lermse

Many years before, in the Boise Basin, my.parants had
become friends of Governor McConnell. Thet £riendshlp was
renewed when he was in Bolise for the convention, and he was
a frequent visitor in our home. Hle told us of the need for
teachers in Moscow, and,at his request, I came to Moscow to
teach in the new bullding.

A Mr., Williamson had been employed as princival, and
I was to be an agsistsnt in his room., My salary was to be
fifty dollars a month and his was geventy five. However,
Mp. Williamson was 8 sick man wheﬁ school onened, and, 8s
the term advanced, he was less and less able to be in the
gchool. His resignation was accented at the beginning of
the second term, and in his plsce a Mr. M, M. Lane was

gecured ag suverintendent. Under Mr. Lane's supervision,

Moscow High School was started.
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My pupils were g miscellansouyg pggortment - They T2né

in age from £ age
To : Ars o 1 Wil
urteen years o boys and girls or mye e

or older. The trustees of that early school Were men who

took their resvonsibilities Very seriously. Ihe passing

years have added to my aporeciation of yheir interest, PWE

at the time I wondered if they came so often and stayed SO
long because they felt I needed suonort or watchings MFe
Hattabaugh, ¥r. Coats and Mr, Matthews came in alternate
weeks., Each had at sometlme been a1 teacher, and quite often
cne or the other would take part in conducting the class.
These men were my friends, nnd in after years we often talked
about the difficulty of my position until the nsw principal,
Mr. Lane, arrived, The great irregularity in attemdance

was a constant irritation and bewllderment to me. To keep
any kind of planned progrem in the clags was almost an
impogsibility. The big boys and girls straggled 1n as the
farm work diminished, and as they could be spared for a few

weeks of schooling. At tho peak of attendancs, the rocm

was crowded beyond its capacity,
At that time, the school emnloyed six teachers and a

princival. TFanny Resder, who later became the sacond Mrs,
Coats, was the orimary teacher. The other four were girls

of my own age from Moscow families, They were Cora Kelleher,
Carrie Vanderwalker, Mary McConnell, later Mrs. Charlie
Shislds, and Viola Scully. Befors long we were 2 group which
was together on most occagions. Dancing was our favorite
pastime, Select dences were a thing uwnkmown. The balls

that were given upstalrs in the sShields building, and thoss

in the old G.A.R. hall on Third Street, were wide open to

anyone, but the rartles seemed most lovely to us.
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the Chicago Tribune and the

Portland Oregonian. The building was finished In 1892,
pamed Moscow High School, and the sown held a great celebration

at i%s dedication. Mr. J. C. Muerman, a favorite teacher in

Moscow, became its superintendent.
were still dow, for Mr. Muerman received only 100 a month.
May €5, 1893, Moscow

we aee that the salaries

One year later, on Friday evening,
Higlhh School presented three girle in 1ts firat graduating

class. Tt is not until the fourth commencement that we find

any racord of a boy graduating, then, on May 28, 1896, twelve
girls and two boys graduated at the exercises in the old

Grand Army Hall.

There was always & vpressing need for more room. To
somewhat relisve the situation, a wood house whicn stood
on the Russell grounds was moved forward, reconditioned, and
made into a small school housa which was called the Annsx.

Myra Moody wag the teacher in this rcom. Four years later,

this Historical Club squipped the room for classes in domestic
oking equip-

gcience work. Plumbing wvas installed, dishes, cooki
ment, and linens wers bought. This generous act is only ome

of the many fine, alirulstic things our club has done for the

community, but it will always stand as one of our most

notable achievements.
We will briefly mention the Irving school, which was

built on the northeast corner of the Russell grounds.

Mrs., Forney and Mrs, Orland, two of our members, ware on

the school board when it was bullt, and T am sure they named

it for the {llustrious author. It was a gaunt, uwngalnly,

two-story frame bullding, with battlemanted roof. After

a few years it was condemned as unsafe, but 1t still stood--
1t was finally razed in 1926,

a dape bto tragedy. “hen
S O S ) it |




ien and institutions, and things are settled quite by
‘accident., So 1t was with the old Russell school, which
" burned to the pground one evening after school was dlsmissed,
We watched it go without excitement or regret, knowing thad
better things would come in its place, On the wall of the
new Rusgell bullding hangs 2 fine portralt of John Russell.
It was a gift from our club.
Wag it twenty-elght years ago that we built our new
High 8chool? 1t does not seew sc¢ long, bubt time passes
ranidly, and it was erected in 1912 at a cost of {90,000,
In that sams year, the old hish school was modernized with
an addition, & new flat roof, and its name was changed %o
Whitworth. We, who are sitting in this room today will

probably always think of the bullding erected in 1912 as

the high school of Moscow, because our sons and daughters
had their trainihg thers.
Twenty eight yeaxrs! Not a very long time, bubt, after all,
more than a guarter century. It would not becous us o
debate whera this building should come in the cavalcade of

pionser gchools. Certainly, she does not stand wlth the

pathfinders, but, after all, it is something to be even

a tenderfoot nicneer.
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