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I. INTRODUCTION 

I n  1968, Congress passed a  l aw  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a  Nat iona l  Wi ld  

and Scenic R i ve rs  system.' Th i s  l aw  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  

Federal  Government i s  t o  i n c l u d e  se lec ted  r i v e r s ,  which, w i t h  t h e i r  

immediate environment, possess ou t s tand ing  scenic,  r e c r e a t i o n a l ,  geo log ic ,  

f i s h  and w i l d 1  i f e ,  h i s t o r i c ,  c u l t u r a l  , o r  o the r  s i m i l a r  values, and t h a t  

these r i v e r s  s h a l l  be preserved -in t h e i r  f r e e  f low- ing c o n d i t i o n  and s h a l l  

be p ro tec ted  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  and enjoyment o f  p resen t  and f u t u r e  genera t ions .  

The a c t  p rov ides  f o r  two ca tego r i es  under which s p e c i f i c  r i v e r s  

w i l l  be preserved o r  s tud ied  f o r  p o s s i b l e  p rese rva t i on .  Inc luded  i n  t he  

f i r s t  ca tego ry  a r e  r i v e r s  au tho r i zed  f o r  immediate i n c l u s i o n  i n  t he  

l l a t i o n a l  Wi ld  and Scenic R i ve rs  System ( " I n s t a n t  R i v e r s " ) .  Two such r i v e r s ,  

I ~ l i d d l  e  Fork  Salmon R i ve r  and Ivliddl e  Fork Clearwater  River, a r e  l oca ted  i n  

Idaho. The second ca tego ry  i nc l udes  r i v e r s  des ignated t o  be s tud ied  f o r  

p o s s i b l e  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  System ("Study R i v e r s " ) .  F i v e  r i v e r s  i n  Idaho 

qua1 i f y  f o r  s tudy  under t h e  second category,  namely, t h e  main stem o f  Salmon 

R i v e r  f rom Nor th  Fork  t o  t h e  mouth, and Bruneau, S t .  Joe, P r i e s t ,  and Cloyie 

r i v e r s .  t 

The a c t  s p e c i f i e s  t h r e e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  o f  w i l d  and scenic  r i v e r s .  

A w i l d  r i v e r  i s  g e n e r a l l y  i n a c c e s s i b l e  except  by t r a i l ,  i t s  shore1 i n e s  a r e  

p r i m i t i v e ,  and i t s  waters  a r e  unpo l l u ted .  A scen ic  r i v e r  can be access ib l e  

i n  p laces by roads and may have some development a l ong  i t s  shore l ines ,  so 

l o n g  as t h e  e s s e n t i a l l y  p r i m i t i v e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  r i v e r  i s  r e t a i n e d .  A 

r e c r e a t i o n a l  r i v e r  can be r e a d i l y  access ib l e  by road and r a i l r o a d ,  i t  may 

have development a long  t h e  shore l ines ,  and i t  may have had impoundments o r  

d i v e r s i o n s  i n  t h e  pas t .  P u b l i c  Law 90-542 se t s  a  ten-year  t ime l i m i t  on 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  s t u d i e s  a f t e r  which recommendations on t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  

t h e  s tudy  r i v e r s  a r e  t o  be made t o  t h e  Congress. 

' p u b l i c  Law 90-542, 90th Congress, S. 119, October 2 ,  1968. 



It i s  recogn ized  t h a t  1  ittl e  v a l i d  methodology has been developed 

f o r  e v a l u a t i n g  r i v e r s  f o r  w i l d  c : -  scenic  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  Wh i le  meth- 

odology i s  a  means t o  an end, i t  i s  none- the- less  t h e  key t o  deve lop ing  

techniques and c r i t e r i a  f o r  c l a s s i f y i n g  r i v e r s  f o r  p o t e n t i a l  i n c l u s i o n  

i n t o  a  w i l d  o r  scen ic  r i v e r s  system. 

The Water Resources Research I n s t i t u t e  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Idaho 

has o rgan ized  a  Scenic R i v e r s  Study U n i t .  Th i s  s tudy  u n i t  has as i t s  

goal  e s t a b l i s h i n g  c r i t e r i a  which can be used t o  i d e n t i f y  and e s t i m a t e  

economic, a e s t h e t i c ,  s o c i a l ,  and o t h e r  va lues  f o r  s t udy  r i v e r s .  Four 

o b j e c t i v e s  have been e s t a b l  i shed  t o  meet t h i s  goal  . 

1  . I n v e n t o r y  t h e  n a t u r a l  and human resources  o f  t h e  area and 

es t ima te  f u t u r e  deniands f o r ,  and p o t e n t i a l s  o f ,  these  

resources .  

2 .  I d e n t i f y ,  desc r i be ,  and q u a n t i f y ,  where p o s s i b l e ,  b e n e f i t s  

f rom scen ic  beauty,  personal  enr ichment,  and o t h e r  a e s t h e t i c  

exper iences d e r i v e d  f rom t h e  r i v e r .  

3 .  Jeve lop  a  s e r i e s  o f  models t o  ev(: luate r esou rce  use p a t t e r n s  

w i t h  and w i t h o u t  t i l e  r i v e i -  c l a s s i f i e d  i n  t h e  [ l a t i o n a l  System. 

4 .  ? : , L C  t a1 t e r n a t i v e s  f o r  resource  uses compat i  b l  e  k j i  t h  Lhe 

p o s s i b l e  r i v e r  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  and o u t l i n e  t h e  economic and 

s o c i a l  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  each a1 t e r n a t i v e .  

Salmon R i v e r  has been s e l e c t e d  as a  t e s t  r i v e r  f o r  t h e  LJi ld and 

Scenic R i v e r s  biethodology Study. 1. f l o w s  i n t o  Snake R i v e r  49 m i l e s  above 

Lewis ton ,  Idaho. I t s  headwaters a r e  420 r i v e r  m i l e s  d i s t a n t  i n  t h e  Smoky 

Plountains sou th  o f  S tan ley  Bas in .  On ly  t h e  l owe r  237 m i l e s  - f rom t h e  

town o f  N o r t h  Fork  t o  t h e  mouth - a r e  i n  t h e  s tudy  ca tego ry .  The r i v e r  

b a s i n  l i e s  e n t i r e l y  w i t h i n  Idaho and d r a i n s  app rox ima te l y  14,100 square 

m i l e s .  The average annual r u n o f f  ~f t h e  r i v e r ,  measured a t  White B i r d ,  

i s  abou t  8,000,000 a c r e  f e e t .  The q u a l i t y  o f  t l i e  wa te r  i s  h igh ,  a l t hough  

t h e  presence o f  man i s  becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y  app . ren t .  / \ lost  o f  t h e  l a n d  

i s  adm in i s t e red  by t h e  U. S.  F o r e s t  Se rv i ce  and t h e  U. S. B1:reau o f  Land 

Management. P r i v a t e  l ands  a r e  concen t ra ted  a long  t h e  r i v e r  on b o t h  t h e  

e a s t  and wes t  s i d e s  o f  t h e  bas in .  These ho ld i ngs  a r e  used p r i m a r i l y  f o r  

a g r i c u l  t u r e ,  m in ing ,  and r e c r e a t i o n .  The r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  Salmon Bas in  

t o  o t h e r  d ra inage  bas ins  i n  Idaho i s  shown i n  F i g u r e  1 .  



Figure 1. Relationship of Salmon Basin t o  other 

drainage basins i n  Idaho 



The procedure adopted i s  t o  s tudy  - more o r  l e s s  independent l y  a t  

f i r s t  - 15 subpro jec ts ,  each i n v o l v i n g  an a c t i v i t y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  r i v e r :  

1 .  F o r e s t  and range  resources  8.  H y d r o e l e c t r i c  power 

2. M i n e r a l s  9. F lood  c o n t r o l  

3. Outdoor r e c r e a t i o n  10. N a v i g a t i o n  

4 .  Commercial f i s h e r i e s  11 . T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and access 

5. I r r i g a t i o n  12. An th ropo l  ogy 

6. Water f o r  mun i c i pa l  and 13. H i s t o r y  
i n d u s t r i a l  use 14. A g r i c u l t u r e  

7. Water q u a l i t y  c o n t r o l  
15.  Hun t ing  

B a s i c a l l y ,  t h r e e  s teps  w i l l  be i n v o l v e d  i n  p r e p a r i n g  r e p o r t s  f o r  

these  subp ro j ec t s .  F i r s t ,  i n d i v i d u a l  researchers  w i l l  i nven t0 r .y  t h e  

p h y s i c a l ,  b i o l o g i c a l ,  i n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  and human resources  a f f e c t i n g  each 

s u b p r o j e c t .  Second, t h e  i n v e n t o r y  da ta  ob ta i ned  w i l l  be used t o  make an 

economic e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  use o f  these  resources  and t h e  p o t e n t i a l  

b e n e f i t s  a v a i l a b l e  f r om  them. T h i r d ,  these  da ta  w - i l l  be used as a  bas i s  

f o r  p r o j e c t i n g  f u t u r e  r esou rce  use and va lues  under  v a r y i n g  a1 t e r n a t i v e s  

r a n g i n g  from n o n - i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  System t o  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  System under 

v a r i o u s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s .  

Data f r om  t h e  s u b p r o j e c t s  w i l l  be used i n  v a r i o u s  models t o  e v a l u a t e  

a1 t e r n a t i v e  r esou rce  uses. Two types  o f  model s  a r e  p r e s e n t l y  planned f o r  

making these  e v a l u a t i o n s .  The f i r s t  model w i l l  be a  smal l  area i n p u t -  

o u t p u t  model which w i l l  be used t o  e s t a b l i s h  benchmark va lues  f o r  a l l  o f  

t h e  economic a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  a rea .  The second model i s  a  l i n e a r  p ro -  

grarr~m-ing model which w i l l  be used t o  e s t i m a t e  t h e  b e n e f i t s  f o r  v a r i o u s  

areas o f  development. 

E f f o r t s  w i l l  be made t h roughou t  t h e  s t u d y  t o  i d e n t i f y  and q u a n t i f y  

t h e  a e s t h e t i c  and personal  enr ichment  va l ues  o f  t h e  r i v e r  bas in .  

Est imates w i l l  be made f o r  1980, 2000, and 2020 c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  

t h e  wate r  r esou rce  p l a n n i n g  done by t h e  P a c i f i c  Nor thwest  R i v e r  Bas ins 

Commission under t h e  Water Resources P lann ing  A c t  o f  1965. 

The Methodology Study, then, i s  concerned w i t h  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  process.  

Upon comp le t i on  i n  J u l y ,  1971, i t  w i l l  p r o v i d e  i n p u t  f o r  t h e  " j o i n t "  

s t u d i e s  by Federa l  and s t a t e  agenc ies.  These j o i n t  s t u d i e s  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  

recon-mendations t o  t h e  Congress. 



The o r i g i n a l  p l ans  f o r  t h e  methodology s tudy  d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  

p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  a  h i s t o r y  subp ro j ec t .  However, as s t u d i e s  progressed on 

some o f  t h e  o t h e r  subpro jec ts ,  i t  became e v i d e n t  t h a t  a  genera l  h i s t o r y  

o f  Salmon Bas in  was d e s i r a b l e .  The w r i t e r  was chosen t o  prepare t h i s  

h i s t o r y  because o f  p rev ious  h i s t o r i c a l  a r t i c l e s  he had authored f o r  t h e  

Idaho H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  i n  connec t ion  w i t h  t h e  Lewis and C l a r k  e x p e d i t i o n .  

As i s  t h e  case f o r  most h i s t o r i e s  o f  t h i s  type,  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

has been gleaned f rom a  v a r i e t y  o f  sources. Chapter I X  con ta i ns  a  1  i s t  o f  

these  sources. The w r i t e r  c l a ims  1  i t t l e  i n  t h e  way o f  o r i g i n a l  i t y  i n  t h e  

p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  i n f o rma t i on ,  h i s  p r ima ry  c o n t r i b u t i o n  be ing phrases, sentences, 

and paragraphs t o  t i e  t o g e t h e r  t h e  source m a t e r i a l .  Where an a u t h o r ' s  

mode o f  express ion  seemed t o  be a p p r o p r i a t e  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n ,  i t  

was used w i t h  ve r y  1  i t t l e  paraphras ing.  C r e d i t  f o r  m a t e r i a l  used i n  t h i s  

manner g e n e r a l l y  i s  g i v e n  by a  number i n  b racke ts  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  para- 

graph o r  a t  t h e  end o f  severa l  paragraphs which i n d i c a t e s  t h e  au tho r  and 

a r t i c l e  o r  book i n  t h e  l i s t  o f  r e f e rences  i n  Chapter I X .  

When c o m p i l i n g  a  h i s t o r y  such as  t h i s  i t  soon becomes e v i d e n t  t h a t  a  

v a s t  number o f  i n t e r e s t i n g  i n c i d e n t s  and f a c t s  must be passed ove r  i n  t h e  

i n t e r e s t  o f  conserv ing  space. T h i s  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  when work ing w i t h  
7 

such monumental r esea rch  t r e a t i s e s  as B a i l e y ' s ,  --- R i v e r  o f  no r e t u r n  [ Z ] '  and 

S i s t e r  E lsensohn 's ,  P ioneer  days -- i n  Idaho County [ I 1  and 121.  I n  a c t u a l i t y ,  

t h e  p resen t  " H i s t o r y  o f  Salmon Basini '  p robab ly  should  more a p t l y  be c a l l e d  a  

" B r i e f  H i s t o r y  o f  Salmon Basini ' .  

Spec ia l  acknowledgment f o r  a d v i s i n g  and c o n t r i b u t i n g  source m a t e r i a l  

i s  due idr. C .  A. Webbert, U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Idaho; M r .  Clerle W .  Wel ls ,  Idaho 

H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty ;  Hr .  Marcus J. Ware, Lewis ton,  Idaho; Mrs.  on I. Smith, 

Boise,  Idaho; and M r .  David G .  A inswor th ,  Salmon Idaho. Others  who con- 

t r i b u t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n c l u d e  t h e  U .  S. Fo res t  Se rv i ce  r e g i o n a l  f o r e s t e r s  

a t  M issou la  and a t  Ogden; supe rv i so r s  o f  t h e  Salmon, C h a l l i s ,  B i t t e r r o o t ,  

Nez Perce, and Paye t t e  Na t i ona l  Fores ts ;  coun ty  r eco rde rs  o f  Lemhi , Custer  , 
and Idaho coun t i es ;  U. S. Bureau o f  Land Management a t  Bo ise and a t  Salmon; 

Idaho Department o f  Water A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a t  Salmon; Idaho Department o f  

F i s h  and Game, Idaho County Free Press, G rangev i l l e ,  Idaho; and Recorder-  

Hera l  d  , Sal mon, Idaho . 

'Idumbers i n  b racke ts  r e f e r  t o  1  i s t  o f  r e f e rences  i n  Chapter I X .  



11. BEFORE THE WHITE MAN 

About one-ha l f  of Salmon Bas in  i n  u n d e r l a i n  by t h e  Idaho B a t h o l i t h ,  

a  g r e a t  mass o f  i n t r u s i v e  g r a n i t i c - t y p e  r o c k s .  T h i s  b a t h o l  i t h ,  w i t h  i t s  

m a r g i n a l  zone of  a1 t e r e d  r o c k s ,  i n c l u d e s  Idaho and Val l e y  c o u n t i e s  and t h e  

wes te rn  p a r t s  of Lemhi and C u s t e r  c o u n t i e s .  On t h e  e a s t  i n  Lemhi and 

Cus te r  c o u n t i e s  t h e  b a t h o l  i t h  i s  f l a n k e d  by t h e  C h a l l  i s  V o l c a n i c s  and 

sed imentary  r o c k s .  On t h e  west,  a  smal l  a r e a  i n  wes te rn  Idaho and V a l l e y  

c o u n t i e s  i s  u n d e r l a i n  by v o l c a n i c  and sed imentary  r o c k s .  A1 so on t h e  

west,  Nez Perce and Lewis  c o u n t i e s  a r e  u n d e r l a i n  by t h e  Columbia R i v e r  

Basal t. 

The g e o l o g i c  h i s t o r y  o f  Idaho i s  complex. The area now occup ied  by 

t h e  Idaho B a t h o l i t h ,  as  w e l l  as most o f  t h e  a rea  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  i s  t h o u g h t  

t o  have been a  landmass o r  a  " s t r u c t u r a l l y  p o s i t i v e "  b l o c k  s i n c e  t h e  end 

o f  t h e  Precambrian ( o n e - h a l f  b i l l  i o n  y e a r s  ago).  I t  s tood  above t h e  

Pa leozo ic  seas w h i l e  sediments were b e i n g  d e p o s i t e d  i n  bas ins  t o  t h e  

e a s t  and sou theas t .  Sediments a l s o  were b e i n g  d e p o s i t e d  on t h e  west, b u t  

t o  a  l e s s e r  e x t e n t .  A l though  t h e r e  was no m a j o r  c r u s t a l  d e f o r m a t i o n  

d u r i n g  t h e  Pa leozo ic  Era, these  b a s i n s  o f  d e p o s i t i o n  were r a i s e d  above 

sea l e v e l  many t imes ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  numerous breaks i n  t h e  s t r a t i g r a p h i c  

r e c o r d .  

The Mesozoic Era was marked by power fu l  c r u s t a l  d e f o r m a t i o n  and by  

l a r g e - s c a l e  igneous a c t i v i t y .  The s t r u c t u r a l l y  p o s i t i v e  a r e a  o f  c e n t r a l  

Idaho was s h a r p l y  up1 i f t e d  e a r l y  i n  t h e  e r a  and t h e  s t r u c t u r a l l y  weak 

Pa leozo ic  sediments were f l e x e d  i n t o  l o n g  f o l d s .  The main p a r t  o f  t h e  Idaho 

Bath01 i t h  was emplaced d u r i n g  t h e  Cretaceous P e r i o d  (abou t  one hundred m i l  1  i o n  

y e a r s  ago).  The sed imentary  r o c k s  were r e f o l d e d  and, a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  

border ,  were i n t r i c a t e l y  c o n t o r t e d  i n  broad c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  t h e  shape o f  t h e  

b a t h o l i t h i c  mass. On t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  b a t h o l i t h ,  t h e  sed iments  have 

been t h r u s t  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  a l o n g  l o w - d i p p i n g  t h r u s t  f a u l t s .  S i m i l a r  f a u l t s  

a l o n g  which t h e  r o c k s  have been t h r u s t  t o  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  have been recogn ized  

and 1  i ke those t o  t h e  e a s t ,  may be r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  err~placenient of  t h e  b a t h o l  i t h .  

F u r t h e r  f o l d i n g  and t h e  development o f  f a u l t s ,  many w i t h  n o r t h e a s t  

t r e n d ,  accorr~panied and f o l l o w e d  t h e  e r u p t i o n  o f  t h e  C h a l l i s  V o l c a n i c s  and 



t h e  i n t r u s i o n  o f  r e l a t e d  igneous rocks  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  T e r t i a r y .  

F a u l t i n g  and m i l d  warping con t inued  d u r i n g  Miocene t ime and a f f e c t e d  t he  

Columbia R i ve r  Basa l t .  [ 66 ]  

A l ava  f l o w  of t he  Cha l l  i s  Vo lcan ics  blocked Salmon R i v e r  n e a r l y  two 

m i l l  i o n  yea rs  ago. A l though t h i s  d i d  n o t  d i v e r t  t h e  r i v e r ,  i t  d i d  c r e a t e  

an ex tens i ve  f r esh  water  l a k e .  Th is  l a k e  was respons ib l e  f o r  l e v e l i n g  

t h e  Salmon and Lemhi v a l l e y s .  Even tua l l y ,  Salmon R i v e r  c u t  through t h e  

l a v a  dam l e a v i n g  sedimentary rocks  and f i s h  f o s s i l s  as evidence o f  t he  

pas t .  [ 58 ]  

Dur ing  t h e  l a s t  m i l l  i o n  years  t h e  h i g h  mountainous areas o f  Salmon 

Basin,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  Sawtooth Range, have been s t r o n g l y  g l a c i a t e d .  

The g l a c i e r s  scu lp tu red  t he  deep v a l l e y s  and h i g h  jagged peaks f rom which 

t h e  l a t t e r  range ge t s  i t  name. G l a c i a l  d e p o s i t s  comprise an impo r tan t  

element i n  t h e  scenery o f  S tan ley  Basin.  Large moraines ( g l a c i a l  depos i t s )  

extend we1 1  o u t  i n t o  t h e  bas in  from Inany o f  t h e  g l a c i a t e d  v a l l  eys. Large 

l a k e s  such as Red f i sh  and S tan ley ,  and severa l  sma l l e r  ones, occupy bas ins 

formed near t h e  terminus o f  g l a c i e r s .  ielost o f  t h e  l ow  t ree-covered r i d g e s  

seen when l o o k i n g  west f rom U.  S .  93 a r e  g l a c i a l  moraines. Higher  i n  t h e  

g l a c i a t e d  v a l l e y s  w i t h i n  t h e  Sawtooth Range and i n  t h e  heads o f  many of 

them, numerous l a k e s  occur  i n  bas ins gorged o u t  by moving i c e .  The l a s t  

ma jo r  g l a c i a l  i c e  i n  t h i s  area may have e x i s t e d  u n t i l  as  r e c e n t l y  as 10,000 

years  ago. T i n y  patches o f  g l a c i a l  i ce ,  p robab ly  s tagnant ,  s t i l l  a r e  t o  

be found on t h e  n o r t h e r n  s lope  o f  Thompson Peak, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  

upper v a l l  ey o f  Goat Creek. [ 62 ]  

Geolog ica l  and a rchaeo log i ca l  evidence shows t h a t  many members o f  

t h e  animal kingdom have e x i s t e d  and evolved i n  t h e  New World f o r  m i l l  i ons  

o f  years ,  b u t  man i s  r e l a t i v e l y  a  newcomer. Recent d i s c o v e r i e s  i n  e a s t  

A f r i c a  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  appearance o f  inan-1 i ke c rea tu res  (homin ids)  

occur red  i n  t h e  O ld  World about  two and a  h a l f  m i l l  i o n  years  ago. S t i l l  

o l d e r  ape-1 i ke f o s s i  1  s  he1 p  t o  demonstrate t h e  t h e o r y  o f  man's e v o l u t i o n  

f rom ape ances t r y  i n  t h e  Old World. No f o s s i l  evidence has ever  been found 

t o  show t h a t  t he  American I n d i a n  o r i g i n a t e d  i n  t h e  New World. The l a t e s t  

es t imates  o f  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s  a r e  t h a t  t he  e a r l i e s t  e n t r y  o f  man i n t o  t he  

Western Hemisphere t ook  p l ace  about  40,000 B. C .  P r e h i s t o r i c  people had 

such 1  i m i  t e d  and p r i m i t i v e  methods o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  m i g r a t i o n  



must have occu r red  ove r  t h e  e a s i e s t  and s h o r t e s t  r o u t e .  The o n l y  r e g i o n  

i n  t h e  New World which l i e s  i n  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e  o l d  i s  t h a t  ad- 

j a c e n t  t o  Be r i ng  S t r a i t ,  a  channel about  60 m i l e s  wide. Other  minimum 

d i s t a n c e s  t o  t h e  Old World o r  t o  t h e  P a c i f i c  I s l a n d s  f r om t h e  shores o f  

t h e  Western Hemisphere measure w e l l  ove r  a  thousand m i l e s .  Thus, s c i e n t i s t s  

now be1 i eve ,  q u i t e  c o n c l u s i v e l y ,  t h a t  peopl i n g  o f  t h e  New World took  p l ace  

f r om S i b e r i a  t o  A laska by way o f  Be r i ng  S t r a i t .  The mongoloid f e a t u r e s  

o f  t h e  American I n d i a n  a r e  f u r t h e r  ev idence o f  h i s  o r i g i n  i n  eas te rn  

S i b e r i a .  

E a r l y  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  N o r t h  America s l o w l y  m ig ra ted  southward by 

two rou tes ,  one by way o f  t h e  l4ackenzie R i v e r  and t h e  Mackenzie Val l e y  t o  

t h e  P l a i n s  r e g i o n  and a  second between t h e  Rocky Mountains and t h e  Coast 

Range t o  t h e  Grea t  Basin.  The m i g r a t i o n s  p robab l y  were 1  i m i t e d  t o  pe r i ods  

when c o n t i n e n t a l  g l a c i e r s  had r e t r e a t e d  nor thward,  opening up areas i n  

which v e g e t a t i o n  and animal l i f e  c o u l d  e x i s t .  Excavat ions i n  Salmon R i v e r  

Canyon suggest t h a t  p r e h i s t o r i c  peop le  d i d  n o t  occupy t h e  upper p a r t  o f  

t h e  canyon be fo re  8,000 t o  8,500 yea rs  ago [54]. P r i o r  t o  t h a t  t ime  s i t e s  

may n o t  have been a v a i l a b l e  because o f  g l a c i a t i o n  i n  t h e  Salmon R i v e r  

l~ loun ta ins .  

A1 though some a rchaeo log i ca l  work i s  c u r r e n t l y  be ing  done i n  Salmon 

Bas in  and a d j a c e n t  areas,  t h e  bas i c  c u l t u r a l  p a t t e r n s  of t h e  p r e h i s t o r i c  

peop le  who occupied t h i s  r e g i o n  a r e  o n l y  p a r t i a l l y  known a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  

t ime.  Appa ren t l y  two somewhat d i s t i n c t  c u l t u r e s  e x i s t e d ,  one i n  t h e  eas te rn  

p a r t  o f  t h e  bas in  known as  t h e  B i t t e r r o o t  C u l t u r e  t h a t  was t h e  f o re runne r  

o f  t h e  No r the rn  Shoshoni c u l t u r e ,  and a  second c u l t u r e  i n  t h e  western p a r t  

o f  t h e  b a s i n  t h a t  was t h e  f o re runne r  o f  t h e  lVez Perce c u l t u r e .  

A n t h r o p o l o g i s t s  d i v i d e  t h e  c o n t i n e n t  i n t o  c u l t u r e  areas, t h e  boundar ies 

o f  which a r e  somewhat t r a n s i t i o n a l ,  b u t  which on t h e  whole p r o v i d e  a  con- 

v e n i e n t  framework f o r  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  between t h e  v a r i o u s  e t h n i c  groups. 

N o r t h  o f  Mexico t h e r e  a r e  t e n  c u l t u r e  areas: Southwest, G rea t  Basin,  

C a l i f o r n i a ,  East ,  P r a i r i e s ,  P l a i n s ,  P la teau ,  Nor thwest  Coast, Sub-Arc t i c  

and A r c t i c .  [ l o ]  Each of these  i s  cons idered  t o  be t h e  home o f  a  d i s t i n c t  

t y p e  o f  c u l t u r e ;  b u t  when a  d e t a i l e d  v iew i s  taken  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  t r i b a l  

groups w i t h i n  each area,  a  complex s i t u a t i o n  n o t  e a s i l y  s u b j e c t  t o  gen- 

e r a l  i z a t i o n  i s  observed. 



C u l t u r a l l y ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e  Salmon Bas in  r eg ion .  

I t  embraces, p r ima r - i l y ,  t h e  P la teau  and Grea t  Bas in  c u l t u r e  areas, b u t  i t  

a l s o  e x h i b i t s  i n f l u e n c e s  f r om b o t h  t h e  i j o r t hwes t  Coast and P l a i n s  areas.  

The most ex tens i ve  o f  these  areas i s  t h e  P l a i n s  area which comprises a  

l a r g e  p a r t  o f  c e n t r a l  i j o r t h  Anierica ex tend ing  f rom t h e  G u l f  o f  Clexico 

w e l l  i n t o  p resen t  Canada and f rom t h e  P r a i r i e  s t a t e s  t o  t h e  f o o t h i l l s  o f  

t h e  Rockies.  The development o f  c u l t u r e  i n  t h e  P l a i n s  area shows a  c y c l e  

f rom food  c o l l e c t i n g  ( h u n t i n g )  i n  e a r l i e s t  t imes  t o  food-produc ing (ag- 

r i c u l  t u r e )  i n  i n t e r m e d i a t e  t imes  and back t o  f o o d - c o l l  e c t i n g  i n  l a t e s t  

t imes.  [33] 

The e a r l i e s t  I nd i ans  o f  t h e  P l a i n s  ob ta i ned  t h e i r  l i v e 1  ihood by 

h u n t i n g  and food-co l  l e c t i n g .  They p robab ly  used t h e  spear and spear-  

thrower ;  13ade t h e i r  t o o l s  and weapons o f  ch ipped stone, bone, and wood; 

and c l o t l l e d  themselves w i t h  animal s k i n s .  They d i d  n o t  have p o t t e r y  o r  

a g r i c u l t u r e .  Probably  t hey  were w i t h o u t  dogs and perhaps were i g n o r a n t  

o f  t h e  bow and a r row.  I t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  these a n c i e n t  I n d i a n s  o f  t h e  P l a i n s  

were serninomadic, l i v i n g  i n  temporary camps b u t  occupy ing g i v e n  l o c a t i o n s  

seasona l l y .  Poss ib l y ,  bands o f  these I n d i a n s  l i v e d  i n  one p l a c e  p a r t  o f  

t h e  yea r  and then  separated i n t o  sma l l e r  u n i t s ,  each o f  which d w e l t  e l s e -  

where d u r i n g  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  yea r .  

I n  t h e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  pe r i od ,  perhaps f r om about  900 t o  1300 A.Ll., 

t h e r e  were i n  t h e  P l a i n s  smal l  groups o f  Woodland and Hopewel l ian I n d i a n s  

who p robab ly  were m i g r a n t s  from t h e  eas t .  These I nd ians  l i v e d  by fa rm ing  

and hun t ing ,  made d i f f e r e n t  k i nds  o f  p o t t e r y ,  p robab ly  had dogs, and 

manufactured t o o l s ,  weapons, and ornaments o f  ground o r  p o l i s h e d  stone, 

ch ipped stone, copper,  bone, s h e l l ,  and wood. Probably  t hey  wove baskets 

and t e x t i l e s ,  made c l o t h i n g  o f  animal sk i ns ,  and 1  i v e d  i n  sernisedentary 

v i l  l ages .  A g r i c u l t u r e  and p o t t e r y  appear i n  t h i s  pe r i od ;  a1 though n o t  

n e c e s s a r i l y  a t  t h e  same t ime.  P o s s i b l y  t h e  r a i s i n g  o f  squashes and gourds 

preceded t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  c o r n  and beans i n  t h e  a g r i c u l  t u r a l  corr~pl ex, bu t  

o f  t h i s  we cannot  be c e r t a i n .  

The l a t e  p r e h i s t o r i c  pe r i od ,  p o s s i b l y  d a t i n g  f r om  about  1300 t o  

1600 A.D., saw t h e  development and c l i m a x  o f  some t y p i c a l l y  P l a i n s  c u l t u r e s .  

These c u l  t u r e s  were c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by sedentary  s e t t l  ement a l ong  r i v e r  v a l  l e y s ,  



r a t h e r  i n t e n s i v e  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  ear th-covered lodges,  p robab le  use o f  t h e  

bow and arrow, ex tens i ve  use o f  p o t t e r y  s t y l e s  ind igenous t o  t h e  area, 

and t r a d e  and commerce w i t h  peo'ples o f  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  Val l e y .  

The e a r l y  h i s t o r i c  p e r i o d  ex tend ing  f r om abou t  1600 t o  1800 A .  D. 

was b a s i c a l l y  a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  preceding pe r i od ,  w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  

o f  consequences a r i s i n g  f rom t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  horses i n  t h e  a rea .  The 

horse r a d i c a l l y  changed t h e  l i v e s  of some I n d i a n  groups, as I n d i a n s  who 

had l a t e l y  been farmers became hun te rs  r ang ing  t h e  P l a i n s  i n  search o f  

t h e  b ison.  V i l l a g e s  became mob i l e  i ns tead  o f  sedentary ,  and t h e  e a r t h -  

covered l odge  gave way t o  t h e  P l a i n s  tepee p r e v i o u s l y  used o n l y  f o r  

temporary s h e l t e r .  Thus, a l t hough  some groups o f  I nd i ans  remained a g r i -  

c u l t u r i s t s  and p a r t - t i m e  hunters ,  o t h e r  groups r a p i d l y  changed t o  t h e  

horse  I n d i a n  c u l t u r e  un ique  t o  t h e  P l a i n s .  

The Nor thwest  Coast area comprises a  r e l a t i v e l y  narrow s t r i p  o f  

l and  ex tend ing  a l ong  t h e  P a c i f i c  Coast f rom n o r t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  t o  A laska.  

The c u l t u r e  i n  t h i s  area i s  r a t h e r  complex and p resen ts  h i g h l y  i n d i v i d u a l -  

i z e d  t r i b a l  v a r i a t i o n s ,  b u t  can be c o n s i s t e n t l y  t r e a t e d  under t h r e e  main 

s u b d i v i s i o n s :  (a )  The n o r t h e r n  group; (b )  t h e  c e n t r a l  group; and ( c )  

t h e  sou thern  group. [43] The f i r s t  of these groups i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a  

g r e a t  dependence on sea food; some h u n t i n g  upon t h e  mainland; l a r g e  use 

o f  b e r r i e s ;  cook ing  w i t h  h o t  s tones i n  boxes and baskets;  d r i e d  f i s h ,  

clams, and b e r r i e s  as t h e  s t a p l e  food; l a r g e  r e c t a n g u l a r  gabled houses o f  

u p r i g h t  cedar  p lanks  w i t h  ca rved  pos t s  and to tem po les ;  t r a v e l  c h i e f l y  by 

water  i n  l a r g e  sea-going dug-out  canoes some o f  which had s a i l  s; no p o t t e r y  

o r  s tone  vesse ls ,  excep t  mor ta rs ;  baskets  i n  checker;  no c o i l  baske t ry ;  mats 

o f  cedar  bark  and s o f t  bags i n  abundance; no t r u e  looms; c l o t h i n g  r a t h e r  

scanty ,  c h i e f l y  o f  s k i n ;  f e e t  u s u a l l y  bare;  use o f  t h e  bow, c l ub ,  and dagger, 

b u t  n o t  t h e  lance ,  s l a t ,  rod ,  and s k i n  armor; wooden helmets b u t  no 

s h i e l d s ;  p r a c t i c a l l y  no chipped s tone  t o o l s ;  and h igh ly -deve loped  wood work. 

The c e n t r a l  group d i f f e r s  i n  a  few minor  p o i n t s :  Use o f  a  hand- 

s tone  han~mer i n s t e a d  o f  a  h a f t e d  one, and c l o t h i n g  o f  l o o s e l y  woven ba rk  o r  

wool r a t h e r  than  o f  s k i n .  

Among t h e  sou thern  group, which had t h e  c l o s e s t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  

t h e  I nd ians  o f  t h e  Salmon R i v e r  r eg ion ,  appears a  s t r o n g  tendency t o  use 

s tone  arrowheads i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  no r t h ,  use o f  c l u b s ,  g r e a t e r  use o f  



e d i b l e  r o o t s  (camas, e t c . )  and b e r r i e s ,  some use o f  acorns, use o f  t h e  

handled d i g g i n g - s t i c k ,  r o a s t i n g  i n  ho les ( e s p e c i a l l y  canias), pounding 

o f  d r i e d  salmon, use o f  temporary summer homes o f  bark  o r  rushes, weaving 

o f  tw ine  baskets, use o f  t h e  sewed r u s h  mat, and t h e  use o f  c l o t h i n g  

s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  group. 

The P la teau  area i s  nanied f o r  t h e  p la teaus  d ra ined  by Columbia 

R i v e r  and i t s  t r i b u t a r i e s .  I t  covers p a r t s  o f  B r i t i s h  Colurr~bia, Wash-ington, 

Oregon,and Montana, and approx imate ly  t h e  no r the rn  h a l f  o f  Idaho. It i s  

a  d i f f i c u l t  area t o  c h a r a c t e r i z e  because i t s  c u l t u r e  e x h i b i t s  i n f l u e n c e s  

f rom bo th  t h e  Northwest Coast and t h e  P la i ns ,  and t h e  semidesert  environment 

o f  t h e  southern p o r t i o n  g i ves  i t  something i n  comr;ion w i t h  t h e  Grea t  Bas in  

as w e l l .  I n  t h e  c e r ~ t r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  P la teau  a r e  democrat ic peoples e n t i r e l y  

f r e e  o f  t h e  emphasis on rank  o f  t h e  Northwest Coast; they  a r e  a l s o  peacefu l  

people l a r g e l y  l a c k i n g  t h e  war d r i v e  o f  t h e  P l a i n s  Ind ians .  [ l o ]  There 

were 22 t r i b e s  i n  t h i s  area, one o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  t r i b e s  be ing t he  i4ez Perces 

o f  n o r t h - c e n t r a l  Idaho, southeastern Washington and no r theas te rn  Oregon. 

The t r a i t s  o f  t h e  P la teau  people may be c h a r a c t e r i z e d  as f o l l o w s  [43]: 

Ex tens ive  use o f  salr~ion, deer,  r o o t s  ( e s p e c i a l l y  camas), and b e r r i e s ;  t he  

use o f  a  handled d i g g i n g  s t i c k ,  cook ing w i t h  h o t  stones i n  ho les and 

baskets;  t h e  p u l v e r i z a t i o n  o f  d r i e d  salmon and r o o t s  f o r  s torage;  w i n t e r  

houses, semi-subterrariean, a  c i r c u l a r  p i t  w i t h  a  c o n i c a l  r o o f  and smoke 

1101 e  ent rance;  summer l~ouses movabl e  o r  t r a n s i e n t ,  mat-or-rush-covered 

t e n t s  and t h e  l ean - to ,  double and s i n g l e ;  t h e  dog sometimes used as a  pack 

animal ; water  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  weakly developed, crude dug-outs and bark 

canoes be ing used; p o t t e r y  n o t  known; baske t ry  h i g h l y  developed, c o i l ,  

r e c t a n g u l a r  shapes, imb r i ca ted  technique; tw ine  weaving i n  f l e x i b l e  bags 

and mats; some s imp le  weaving o f  bark  f i b e r  f o r  c l o t h i n g ;  c l o t h i n g  f o r  t h e  

e n t i r e  body u s u a l l y  o f  deersk ins ;  s k i n  caps f o r  t h e  men, and i n  some cases 

basket  caps f o r  women; b l anke t s  o f  woven r a b b i t s k i n ;  t h e  sinew-backed bow 

p reva i l ed ;  c lubs ,  lances,  and kn ives,  and r o d  and s l a t  armor were used i n  

war, a l s o  heavy l e a t h e r  s h i r t s ;  f i s h  spears, hooks, t r aps ,  and bag ne t s  

were used; d ress ing  o f  deer  s k i n s  h i g h l y  developed b u t  o t h e r  s k i n  work weak; 

u p r i g h t  s t r e t c h i n g  frames and s t r a i g h t  1  ong hand1 ed scrapers ; w h i l e  wood 

work was more advanced than among t h e  P l a i n s  t r i b e s ,  i t  was i n s i g n i f i c a n t  



as  compared t o  t h e  N o r t h  P a c i f i c  Coast area; s tone  work was con f i ned  t o  

t h e  making o f  t o o l s  and p o i n t s ,  b a t t e r i n g  and f l a k i n g ,  some j a d e i t e  t o o l s ;  

work i n  bone, meta l ,  and f ea the rs ,  v e r y  weak. 

The Grea t  Bas in  area i n c l u d e s  a1 1  o f  Nevada and Utah, p a r t s  o f  C a l i f -  

o r n i a ,  Oregon, Wyoming, and Colorado, and approx imate ly  t h e  sou thern  h a l f  

o f  Idaho. I t  i s  one o f  t h e  d r i e s t  r e g i o n s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta tes  and was i n -  

hab i t ed  by seven I n d i a n  t r i b e s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Shoshonis, Pa iu tes ,  and Utes.  

[I 01 Geograph ica l l y ,  these  tr-i bes occupied l a r g e  areas,  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  

o f  t h e  Shoshoni area ex tend ing  i n t o  eas te rn  and sou theas te rn  Idaho, and 

p a r t  o f  t h e  No r the rn  P a i u t e  area ex tend ing  i n t o  southwestern Idaho. The 

n o r t h e r n  Shoshonean t r i b e s  were s t r o n g l y  i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  P l a i n s  c u l t u r e ,  

a l t hough  t hey  used a  dome-shaped b rush  s h e l t e r  b e f o r e  t h e  tepee came i n t o  

genera l  use: Thus, t hey  used canoes n o t  a t  a l l  ; c a r r i e d  t h e  P l a i n s  s h i e l d ;  

deer be ing  scarce  i n  t h e i r  coun t r y ,  t hey  made more use o f  t h e  b i s o n  than  t h e  

Nez Perces; depended more upon smal l  game and e s p e c i a l l y  made e x t e n s i v e  use 

o f  w i l d  grass seeds, though as  everywhere i n  t h e  area, r o o t s  and salmon 

formed an  i m p o r t a n t  food;  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  sagebrush bark  weaving, 

t h e y  made r a b b i t s k i n  b lanke ts ;  t h e i r  baske t r y  was c o i l  and tw ine ,  b u t  t h e  

shapes were round; t hey  had some s t e a t i t e  j a r s  and p o s s i b l y  p o t t e r y ,  b u t  

u s u a l l y  cooked i n  baskets;  t h e i r  c l o t h i n g  was q u i t e  P l a i n s - l i k e  and work i n  

rawh ide  was w e l l  developed; i n  h i s t o r i c  t imes t hey  were g r e a t  horse I n d i a n s  

b u t  seem n o t  t o  have used t h e  t r a v o i s  e i t h e r  f o r  dogs o r  horses.  [43] 

The I n d i a n  t r i b e s  i n  and a d j a c e n t  t o  Salmon Basin, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  

severa l  c u l t u r a l  groups descr ibed  above, a r e  shown i n  F i g u r e  2.' Eas te rn  

Oregon and Southern Idaho a r e  i n  Shoshonean t e r r i t o r y .  The l o c a l  r ep resen t -  

a t i v e s  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  a r e  t h e  Shoshonis, t h e  Bannocks, t h e  No r the rn  Pa iu tes ,  

and t h e  Sheepeaters. Sacajawea was a  Shoshoni and Lewis and C l a r k  found 

her  t r i b e  on t h e  headwaters o f  t h e  M i s s o u r i .  A l l  t h e  em ig ra t i ons  had t o  

pass th rough  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y .  They were c a l l e d  by some o f  t h e i r  ne ighbors  

"grass house people",  because t hey  b u i l t  lodges o f  woven grass.  Another  

genera l  name f o r  them was Snakes. T h i s  name probab ly  was bestowed upon them 

by t h e i r  P l a i n s  ne ighbors  t o  t h e  eas t ,  p o s s i b l y  because t h e y  r e p u t e d l y  

 h he l o c a t i o n  shown on t h e  map f o r  t h e  Nor thern  Pa iu tes  r ep resen t s  t h e  
e a s t e r n  1  i m i t  o f  t h i s  t r i b e .  The c e n t e r  o f  t h e  area o f  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  
Nor thern  Pa iu tes  was i n  sou theas te rn  Oregon. 



F i g u r e  2. L o c a t i o n  o f  I n d i a n  t r i b e s  i n  and a d j a c e n t  t o  Salmon Bas in  
on t h e  eve o f  t h e  coming o f  t h e  w h i t e  man. The l o c a t i o n  
shown f o r  t h e  N o r t h e r n  P a i u t e s  i s  t h e  e a s t e r n  l i m i t  o f  t h i s  
t r i  hp. 



used snakeheads pa in ted  on s t i c k s  t o  t e r r i f y  t h e i r  P l a i n s  

enemies [25]. 

The Bannocks were n o r t h e r n  Pa iu te -speak i  ng I n d i a n s  who had 

a f f i l i a t e d  themselves w i t h  t h e  n o r t h e r n  Shoshoni and l i v e d  i n  south-  

eas te rn  Idaho, though t hey  roved a  g r e a t  deal  a f t e r  they  secured horses. 

Bannock i s  a  c o r r u p t i o n  o f  t h e  name which they  appl  i e d  t o  themselves - 
" P a n a i t i . "  They were o f  f i n e  physique, r e s t l e s s ,  and w a r l i k e .  

I n  t h e  ba r ren  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  bas i n  and ex tend ing  a s  f a r  

n o r t h  as sou theas te rn  Oregon and southwestern Idaho, where f i s h ,  r a b b i t s ,  

and r o o t s  were t h e  o n l y  food, l i v e d  t h e  P a i u t e  I nd i ans  who a l s o  were c a l l e d  

Diggers ,  Shoshokos o r  Walkers. The l a t t e r  name a p p l i e d  t o  a1 1  sou thern  

Shoshonean t r i b e s  t h a t  had no horses. [13] 

The mounta in  Shoshoni, o r  Sheepeaters as t hey  came t o  be c a l l e d ,  

i n h a b i t e d  t h e  rugged mountains o f  c e n t r a l  Idaho. U n l i k e  some o t h e r  

Shoshoni, t h e  Sheepeaters were b a s i c a l l y  a h u n t i n g  people .  T h e i r  name was 

d e r i v e d  f rom t h e i r  subs is tence  on mounta in  sheep which t hey  k i  11 ed d u r i n g  

t h e i r  summer h u n t i n g  t r i p s  i n t o  t h e  rugged fas tnesses  o f  t h e  mounta in  

h i n t e r l a n d .  They were a  c o n s e r v a t i v e  group, and v e r y  few o f  them adopted 

t h e  horse  i n t o  t h e i r  way o f  l i f e  as had o t h e r  Shoshoni groups i n  t h e  m i d d l e  

o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  cen tu r y .  These mounta in  people  moved f r om p l a c e  t o  p l a c e  

as t h e  food  supp ly  changed. They u s u a l l y  l i v e d  i n  smal l  groups o f  two o r  

t h r e e  f a m i l i e s ,  a l t hough  as many as 30 f a m i l i e s  m i g h t  band t o g e t h e r  d u r i n g  

t h e  w i n t e r .  The number of Sheepeaters was never  l a r g e ,  and i n  1855 t hey  

were though t  t o  number abou t  300. [63] 

The Shahapt ian f a m i l y  f o r m e r l y  extended f rom ( i n c l u d i n g )  t h e  Yakima 

V a l l e y  and t h e  Palouse c o u n t r y  t o  t h e  B lue  Mountains.  The name o f  t h e  

group i s  d e r i v e d  f rom t h e  Sal i s h  name f o r  t h e  Nez Perces, Sahap t i n i  . The 

Shahapt ian t r i b e s  were i n t e l l  i g e n t  and b rave  and were g e n e r a l l y  f r i e n d l y  

toward t h e  wh i t es ,  though j e a l o u s  o f  encroachment upon t h e i r  l ands .  The 

e a s t e r n  t r i b e s  went t o  t h e  p l a i n s  o f  t h e  M i s s o u r i  f o r  b u f f a l o .  The 

Sa l i shan  F la theads  were t h e i r  a l l i e s  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  common enemy on t h e  

e a s t e r n  s i d e  o f  t h e  Rockies, t h e  B l a c k f e e t .  B l a c k f e e t  s l aves  were taken, 

and r a i d s  were made ac ross  t h e  B lue  IYountains i n t o  t h e  Snake c o u n t r y  f o r  

s l aves .  The p r i n c i p a l  t r i b e s  were t h e  Nez Perces and t h e  Yakimas., The 

Palouses were connected w i t h  t h e  Nez Perces, bu t ,  un l  i k e  them, were a l l i e d  



w i t h  t h e  Yakimas i n  war fa re  a g a i n s t  t he  wh i tes .  The Wal l a  Wal las 

occupied an impo r tan t  p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  crossroads o f  t r a v e l ,  on t h e  

lower  Walla Wal la R i ve r  and a long  t h e  eas t  bank o f  t h e  Columbia f rom t h e  

Snake n e a r l y  t o  t h e  Umat i l  l a .  The language o f  t h e  Nez Perces was spoken 

by t h e  l a r g e s t  number o f  t h e  Shahaptian people.  

The Wai i la tpuan  f a m i l y  had two d i v i s i o n s ,  t h e  M o l a l l a  i n  t h e  M o l a l l a  

V a l l e y  o f  Oregon and t h e  troublesome Cayuses i n  Washington. The Cayuses 

were proud t o  t h e  verge o f  inso lence,  and they  de l  i g h t e d  i n  o r a t o r y .  T h e i r  

c o u r t  language was h i g h l y  r h e t o r i c a l  and abounded i n  f l o w e r y  express ions.  

It was s u f f e r i n g  a  d e c l i n e  when they  f i r s t  came i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  wh i tes ,  

and a f t e r  t h e i r  reverses  i n  t h e  Cayuse War, they  l o s t  t h e i r  n a t i v e  tongue 

as w e l l  as  t h e i r  i d e n t i t y  as a  t r i b e .  The remnant o f  t h e  Cayuses became 

confused w i t h  t h e  U m a t i l l a s ,  w i t h  wliorn t hey  went t o  l i v e ,  and t hey  f o r g o t  

t h e  Wai i la tpuan  language and spoke o n l y  Nez Perce and t h e  Chinook j a rgon .  

The Sal i shan  fami l y  i n h a b i t e d  western I'lontana, no r t he rn  Idaho and 

Washington, most o f  t h e  southern mainland o f  B r i t i s h  Columbia, t h e  south-  

eas te rn  p a r t  o f  Vancouver I s l a n d  and a  s t r i p  o f  t h e  no r the rn  c o a s t  o f  

Oregon. The group term i s  taken f rom t h e  n a t i v e  name o f  t h e  F la theads - 
Sal i s h .  Other  we1 1  known t r i b e s  i n  t he  i n t e r i o r  a r e  t h e  Coeur d lA lenes,  

Spokans, Okinagans, and Pisquows. [13] 

I n  Idaho, t h e  Nez Perces o f  t h e  n o r t h  and t h e  Shoshonean-speaking 

peoples o f  t h e  south were t h e  b i t t e r e s t  o f  enemies. Nez Perce hun t i ng  

p a r t i e s ,  moving up Salmon and L i t t l e  Salmon r i v e r s  toward t h e  h i g h  

mounta in  meadows near Paye t te  Lake, r a n  i n t o  groups o f  Shoshonis and waged 

a lmos t  cont inuous touch-and-go wa r fa re  w i t h  them. Raids and coun te r -  

r a i d s  f r e q u e n t l y  r e s u l t e d  i n  f i e r c e  sk i rm ishes  and massacres, and a1 ong 

Columbia R i ve r  t h e r e  was so much f e a r  o f  t h e  southern enemies t h a t  most o f  

t h e  I n d i a n  f i s h i n g  v i l l a g e s  were l o c a t e d  on t he  r i v e r ' s  n o r t h  bank beyond 

t h e  reach  o f  t h e  marauders. Usua l l y ,  each yea r  i n  e a r l y  summer t h e r e  was 

a  p e r i o d  o f  t r u c e  i n  o r d e r  t o  t r ade ,  and groups o f  Nez Perces, Cayuses, 

and va r i ous  Sahapt in-speaking peoples t r a v e l e d  t o  t h e  r e g i o n  o f  t h e  mouths 

o f  Weiser, Payet te ,  and Boise r i v e r s  i n  southwestern Idaho t o  meet peace- 

a b l y  w i t h  t h e  Shoshonis and Pa iu tes .  A f t e r  t h e  t r a d i n g  was concluded and 

t h e  bands had f i l e d  home, t h e  sporadic  wa r fa re  was resumed. [32] 



Sometime p r i o r  t o  1700, a  s i g n i f i c a n t  development a f f e c t e d  Shoshoni 

and Nez Perce l i f e .  The horse, which t h e  Spanish had b rought  w i t h  them 

t o  l4exico and which was spreading n o r t h  among t h e  I nd ians  f rom t h e  Span ia rd 's  

R io  Grande c o l o n i e s  i n  New i*lexico, f i r s t  appeared among t h e  Shoshonis. 

From t h e  southern Idaho coun t ry ,  bands o f  horses spread t o  t he  F la theads 

and o t h e r  t r i b e s  of t h e  B i t t e r r o o t s  and t o  t h e  Nez Perces and t h e i r  ne ighbors 

west  of t h a t  range. I t  perhaps t ook  these t r i b e s  a gene ra t i on  t o  become 

f u l l y  acc l imated  t o  t h e  use of  t h e  horse. The younger men p robab ly  lea rned  

q u i c k l y  t o  r i d e  t h e  an imals  on hunts  and i n  war, w h i l e  t h e  o l d e r  and l e s s  

venturesome people may have p re fe r red  t o  con t i nue  t o  wal k  though t hey  would 

have been happy t o  l e t  t h e  horses, l i k e  b i g  dogs, c a r r y  t h e i r  baggage and 

possessions. I n  t ime,  a l l  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  found t h e  horses a boon. They 

welcomed t h e i r  ass i s tance  i n  g e t t i n g  themselves and t h e i r  equipment up 

t h e  s teep  h i l l s  and across t h e  rough p la teaus .  I n  t h e  case o f  t h e  Nez 

Perces, who had been used t o  wal k i n g  across t h e  B i t t e r r o o t s  t o  t h e  b u f f a l o  

coun t ry ,  t r a v e l  by horses was e a s i e r  and f a s t e r  and pe rm i t t ed  more people 

t o  make these t r i p s .  Wi th  t h e  increased number o f  I nd ians  r i d i n g  t o  t h e  

b u f f a l o  coun t r y ,  Nez Perce c u l t u r e  began t o  f e e l  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  P l a i n s  

t r a i t s .  The Nez Perces packed t h e i r  horses w i t h  d r i e d  f i s h ,  salmon o i l  i n  

sealed f i s h  sk ins ,  b e r r i e s  and r o o t s ,  cakes o f  camas and huck lebe r r i es ,  

bows and arrows o f  horn and wood, mountain grass hemp, and s h e l l s .  On t h e  

e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  B i t t e r r o o t s  t hey  t raded  these goods w i t h  t h e i r  F la thead  

f r i e n d s ,  peace fu l  Shoshonis, and smal l  bands o f  B l a c k f e e t  f r om t h e  no r theas t  

f o r  dressed b u f f a l o  robes, rawhide sk i ns ,  lodge  covers,  and a v a r i e t y  o f  

eas te rn  p roduc ts  such as beads, f ea the red  bonnets, and s tone p ipes .  The 

n a t u r a l  advantages o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  i n  which t h e  Nez Perces res ided  he1 ped 

them b u i l d  up some o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  horse herds on t h e  c o n t i n e n t .  [32] 

Accord ing t o  Te i  t [57], a  general  l y  peacefu l  p e r i o d  o f  t r a d e  and 

hun t i ng  con t inued  e a s t  o f  t h e  mountains f o r  perhaps two o r  t h r e e  decades 

a f t e r  t h e  i4ez Perce and Shoshoni I nd ians  f i r s t  began t o  use horses. About 

1755, however, t h e  confederated B lack foo t  t r i b e s  o f  t h e  Saskatchewan Val 1  ey 

began t o  r e c e i v e  B r i t i s h  and French guns th rough f u r  t r a d e  channels .  The 

new arms emboldened t h e  Canadian B lack fee t ,  and t h e i r  r a i d i n g  p a r t i e s  began 

t o  s t r i k e  savagely a t  a l l  t h e  western t r i b e s ,  none o f  whom had guns. The 



Kutenais  r e t r e a t e d  west across t h e  Canadian Rockies, and t h e  Shoshonis 

w i thdrew i n t o  mountain h i d i n g  p laces  i n  Wyoming and Idaho. Many Nez 

Perces, hun t ing  w i t h  F la theads i n  western Nontana, were caught i n  t h e  

r a i d s .  

The Nez Perces and t h e i r  a l l i e s ,  perhaps r e a l i z i n g  t h e  danger t o  

t h e i r  homelands i f  t h e  aggressors were n o t  ha1 ted, t r a i l e d  i n t o  western 

Montana i n  s u f f i c i e n t  numbers t o  h a l t  t h e  B l a c k f e e t  and e v e n t u a l l y  t o  

s t a b i l i z e  a  dangerous f r o n t i e r  w i t h  them. But  a  p a t t e r n  o f  c o n f l i c t  was 

s e t  f o r  a  cen tu ry .  The B lack fee t  roamed a lmost  a t  w i l l  on t h e  n o r t h e r n  

p l a i n s ,  r a i d i n g  t h e  herds o f  any bands i n  t h e i r  path,  and a c q u i r i n g  a  

r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  be1 1  igerency  and t e r r o r .  T h e i r  guns were s t i l l  t oo  few 

and i naccu ra te  t o  a l l o w  them t o  e s t a b l i s h  unchal lenged supremacy over  a l l  

t h e i r  enemies; b u t  t h e i r  h i t - and - run  a t t a c k s  kep t  much o f  what i s  now 

western I~lontana i n  a  cons tan t  s t a t e  o f  war fare,  and t h e i r  depredat ions and 

t h e f t s  o f  horses s e n t  one enraged band a g a i n s t  another  i n  desperate 

a t tempts  t o  r e g a i n  honor and r e p l e n i s h  l o s t  s tock .  From t ime t o  t ime,  

Shoshonis emerged f rom t h e i r  h i d i n g  p laces  t o  hunt  and, on occasion, 

managed t o  ho ld  t h e i r  own aga ins t ,  o r  sometimes t o  whip, a  B lack foo t  r a i d -  

i n g  p a r t .  More se r i ous  punishment was sometimes meted o u t  t o  t h e  Canadian 

invaders  by supe r i o r - s i zed  bands o f  F la theads and lVez Perces who n o t  o n l y  

met t he  B l a c k f e e t  head on i n  t h e  F la thead  c o u n t r y  b u t  ventured across 

t he  p r i n c i p a l  passes o f  t l i e  Cont inen ta l  D i v i d e  t o  t h e  broad p l a i n s  of 

t h e  IY issour i  Basin, where t hey  knew they r i s k e d  a t t a c k .  When p a r t i e s  of 

B l a c k f e e t  a r r i v e d  t o  d i s p u t e  t h e  hun t ing  groups, t h e  Nez Perce-Fl athead 

w a r r i o r s  engaged them i n  sharp sk i rm ishes  t h a t  f r e q u e n t l y  ended i n  v i c t o r y  

f o r  t h e  westerners,  who then r e t u r n e d  t r i umphan t l y  d r i v i n g  captured horses 

and d i s p l a y i n g  enemy sca lps .  

By 1800, t h e  w h i t e  man's presence on t h e  c o n t i n e n t  had a l r e a d y  

f o r c e d  t he  movement o f  many eas te rn  t r i b e s  on to  t h e  P la i ns ,  and was be- 

g i n n i n g  t o  have an impact  on ' i n t e r t r i b a l  P l a i n s  war fa re .  I n c r e a s i n g  numbers 

o f  guns were appear ing i n  t h e  hands o f  Canadian and l ~ l i s s o u r i  R i v e r  Ind ians ,  

and f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime  an i n e q u a l i t y  o f  power was t h r e a t e n i n g  t h e  western 

t r i b e s  t h a t  had no way o f  a c q u i r i n g  f i r e a r m s  and powder and sho t .  Some 

members o f  t h e  l a t t e r  t r i b e s ,  who had been taken  p r i s o n e r  on t h e  p l a i n s ,  

a p p a r e n t l y  saw w h i t e  men b u t  were i n  no p o s i t i o n  t o  t r a d e  w i t h  them f o r  



guns. A l though t h e  o t h e r  t r ibesmen were s t i l l  t o  gl-irnpse t h e i r  f i r s t  

wh i t e  men, t hey  undoubtedly had an awareness o f  a  power fu l  people beyond 

t h e  borders o f  any band t h a t  t hey  had y e t  met. A  g r e a t  q u a n t i t y  o f  beads 

and p ieces  o f  meta l ,  which t h e  I nd ians  used mos t l y  f o r  deco ra t i on ,  had 

been coming i n l a n d  from P a c i f i c  Coast sea t r ade rs ,  and on t h e  Columbia, 

t h e  Nez Perces had been hear ing  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  those men. The Shoshonis 

were g e t t i n g  Spanish b r i d l e s  and o t h e r  a r t i c l e s  s t o l e n  i n  New Mexico, 

and they had p icked  up goss ip  about  power fu l ,  bearded men i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  

And from t h e  Crows came i n f o r m a t i o n  about  w h i t e  t r a d e r s  who t r a v e l e d  up 

t h e  M issou r i  and suppl i e d  t h e  I nd ians  w i t h  metal  kn ives,  ha tche ts ,  and 

guns. [32] 

So t h i s  was t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t i v e  t r i b e s  l i v i n g  i n  and ad jacen t  

t o  Salmon Basin a t  t h e  beginn ing o f  t h e  n i ne teen th  cen tu ry  on t h e  eve o f  

t h e  coming o f  t h e  w h i t e  man. Most of these I nd ians  had heard o f  t h e  pa le  

faces  and a  handfu l  o f  them had a c t u a l l y  seen t h e  mys te r ious  s t r ange rs .  

Accord ing t o  t h e  Nez Perces, t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e i r  own people t o  see w h i t e  

men, and r e t u r n  t o  t e l l  about  them, was a  woman who, sometime l a t e  i n  t h e  

e i gh teen th  cen tu ry ,  was cap tu red  by B l a c k f e e t  o r  A t s i nas  d u r i n g  a  r a i d  i n  

t h e  Montana b u f f a l o  coun t r y  and was taken  i n t o  temporary c a p t i v i t y  i n  Canada. 

Th is ,  and s i m i l a r  s t o r i e s ,  b u i l t  up a c u r i o s i t y  among t h e  western t r i b e s  

concern ing t h e  w h i t e  man, b u t  by and l a r g e  these I nd ians  knew ve ry  1  i t t l e  

about  h i s  way o f  1  i f e  o r  h i s  a s p i r a t i o n s .  They soon were t o  l e a r n  these  

t h i n g s  i n  a  b r u t a l  way, f o r  w i t h i n  l e s s  than e i g h t y  years  these once proud 

and f r e e  peoples would be beaten, humil i a t e d ,  and f o r ced  t o  t ake  up t he  

w h i t e  man's way o f  l i f e  on r e s e r v a t i o n s  which, i n  area, were o n l y  a  smal l  

f r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  v a s t  bas in  and p la teau  reg ions  over  which t hey  had f o r m e r l y  

roamed. 



111. THE LEWIS AND CLARK EXPEDITION 

I n  an endeavor t o  g a i n  f o r  t h e  Un i t ed  S ta tes  by peacefu l  means 

a  pa th  t o  t h e  sea v i a  M i s s i s s i p p i  R iver ,  P res iden t  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  

had sen t  Rober t  R.  L i v i n g s t o n  t o  P a r i s  i n  1801 t o  a r range  f o r  an amicable 

se t t l emen t  o f  d i f f e r e n c e s .  L i v i n g s t o n  met w i t h  1  i t t l e  success, and as 

t h e  f r on t i e r smen  on t h e  western f r i n g e s  o f  t h e  young n a t i o n  became more 

and more exasperated, J e f f e r s o n  sen t  James Monroe t o  France g i v i n g  him 

2,000,000 d o l l a r s  i n  hand t o  purchase New Orleans and t h e  F l o r i d a s .  The 

thought  o f  g a i n i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  c o u n t r y  t o  t h e  west, which p r e v i o u s l y  had 

been Spanish t e r r i t o r y  b u t  which now belonged t o  France as t h e  r e s u l t  o f  

a  shrewd t r a d e  by Napoleon, had n o t  en te red  J e f f e r s o n ' s  mind. However, 

he had d iscussed w i t h  h i s  p r i v a t e  secre ta ry ,  Meriwether Lewis, t h e  pos- 

s i b i l i t y  o f  an e x p l o r i n g  e x p e d i t i o n  i n t o  t h e  t e r r i t o r y .  

Suddenly J e f f e r s o n ' s  two n e g o t i a t o r s  i n  P a r i s  were con f ron ted  by 

an as tound ing  p r o p o s i t i o n .  The p o l i c y  o f  t h e  French government had changed. 

The French m i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  Treasury suggested t h a t  they  buy n o t  o n l y  New 

Or leans and l and  a t  t h e  r i v e r ' s  mouth, b u t  t h e  whole o f  Lou is iana ,  b u t  a t  

a  p r i c e  o f  15,000,000 d o l l a r s  r a t h e r  than  2,000,000 d o l l a r s .  T h i s  o f f e r  

undoubtedly  was i n s t i g a t e d  by idapoleon who was deep ly  engaged i n  a  war w i t h  

England. There was no th ing  i n  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t h e  envoys t h a t  even 

remote ly  au tho r i zed  them t o  make t h i s  l a r g e r  purchase, bu t ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h i s ,  

t h e  t r a n s a c t i o n  was s igned w i t h o u t  f u r t h e r  de lay .  Thus, t h e  course  o f  t h e  

he re - t o - f o re  f e e b l e  young n a t i o q  was p ro found l y  changed. 

The Lou is iana  T e r r i t o r y  had been gained; i t  became impe ra t i ve  t o  know 

what was con ta ined  w i t h i n  t h a t  v a s t  r e g i o n .  J e f f e r s o n  p r e s e n t l y  pub l i shed  

a message i m p a r t i n g  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y  such i n f o r m a t i o n  as c o u l d  be gleaned f rom 

hun te rs  and f u r  t r a d e r s  and proceeded t o  l a y  p l ans  f o r  sending e x p l o r e r s  

i n t o  t h i s  g r e a t  domain. I n  t h e  case of t h e  Lewis and C l a r k  Exped i t ion ,  h i s  

i n s t r u c t i o n s  were t o  "Exp lo re  t h e  M issou r i  R iver , ,  and such p r i n c i p a l  stream 

of it, as may o f f e r  t h e  most d i r e c t  . . . corr~municat ion ac ross  t h i s  c o n t i n e n t " .  

A l though t h e  Nor thwest  f u r  t r a d e  area l a y  t o  t h e  west o f  t h e  Lou is iana  

T e r r i t o r y ,  t h e  e x p l o r e r s  were t o  t r a v e l  through t h i s  r e g i o n  w i t h  t h e  poss i -  

b i l i t y  of l a y i n g  c l a i m  t o  i t  by r i g h t  o f  e x p l o r a t i o n .  



The imag ina t i on  of young Mer iwether  Lewis was f i r e d  by t he  

t a l  k  o f  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  West, and he begged t o  have t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  

p a r t y .  Tha t  he was we1 1-qua1 i f i e d  f o r  t h i s  under tak ing  was a t t e s t e d  t o  

by J e f f e r s o n  i n  v e r y  e loquent  words. 

J e f f e r s o n  recommended t h a t  Lewis have some person w i t h  him o f  

known competence f o r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  i n  t h e  even t  o f  

a c c i d e n t  t o  h i m s e l f .  Lewis proposed W i l l  iam C la rk ,  a  f r i e n d  a  few years  

o l d e r  than h i m s e l f  and t h e  younger b r o t h e r  o f  George Rogers C la r k ,  t h e  

famous conqueror o f  t h e  Northwest T e r r i t o r y .  

The l eade rs  gathered a  f o r c e  o f  p icked  men which was a c t u a l l y  a  

smal l  army u n i t  c o n s i s t i n g  of army vo lun tee rs  f rom pos ts  a long  t h e  Ohio 

and M i s s i s s i p p i ,  Kentucky hunters ,  and French watermen. Besides t h e  two 

Capta ins,  t h e r e  were t h r e e  sergeants,  Ordway, Pryor ,  and F loyd;  24 p r i v a t e s ,  

one o f  whom was John C o l t e r  who l a t e r  r e tu rned  and exp lo red  t h e  Ye1 lowstone 

Fjat ional  Park area; two i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  "Drewyer" (George D r o u i l l a r d )  and 

Charbonneau, t h e  l a t t e r  j o i n i n g  t h e  p a r t y  a t  F o r t  Mandan, i n  what i s  now 

Nor th  Dakota; C l a r k ' s  negro servan t ,  who was much o f  a  c u r i o s i t y  t o  t h e  

Ind ians ;  and Charbonneau's Shoshoni w i f e ,  Sacajawea. There a l s o  were seven 

s o l d i e r s  and t e n  boatmen w i t h  t h e  p a r t y  t h e  f i r s t  year  as f a r  as F o r t  

Mandan. 

The o f f i c i a l  p a r t y  a f t e r  t h e  w i n t e r  a t  F o r t  Mandan cons i s ted  o f  

31 people o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  p l u s  one o r  more I n d i a n  gu ides f rom t ime  t o  

t ime.  

Expendi tures f o r  t h e  j ou rney  were l i m i t e d  by Congress t o  2,500 

d o l l a r s .  'The two cap ta ins  budgeted t h i s  meager sum t o  such a  n i c e t y  t h a t  

except  f o r  t h e  pay o f  personnel and m a t e r i a l s  r e q u i s i t i o n e d  f rom Govern- 

ment posts ,  i t  covered t h e  e n t i r e  expense o f  t h e  exped i t i on .  Supp l ies  

i nc l uded  f l o u r ,  meal , pork,  drugs, medica l  ins t ruments ,  s a l t ,  e x t r a  c l o t h i n g ,  

t o o l s ,  gunlocks, f l i n t s ,  powder, and b a l l .  F u l l y  t w i c e  as much space was 

taken up by t r a d e  i tems f o r  t h e  I nd ians .  A f t e r  army c l o t h i n g  wore ou t ,  

t h e  exp lo re r s  and t h e i r  men dressed i n  animal sk ins .  Cross ing t h e  P la i ns ,  

t h e  p a r t y  l i v e d  mos t l y  on t h e  bounty o f  t h e  land .  Lewis took  ca re  o f  

most o f  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  observa t ions  f o r  which he had e s p e c i a l l y  t r a i n e d  

h i m s e l f  t h r e e  months be fo re  t h e  j ou rney  s ta r t ed ;  C l a r k  served as t h e  p a r t y ' s  

d i s c i p l i n a r i a n  and map maker. [14] 



The t r i p  s t a r t e d  on May 14, 1804, a t  what i s  now Wood R i ve r ,  

I 1  1  i n o i s ,  where i l i s s o u r i  R i v e r  j o i n s  t h e  I ~ l i s s i s s i p p i  . The e x p e d i t i o n  

was waterborne by a  55 - foo t  keel  boa t  c a r r y i n g  a  square s a i  1  . I.Ji t h  no 

wind i t  was po led  1  i ke a  barge, rowed by 22 oars  1  i ke a  Greek g a l  l e y ,  o r  

towed f rom t h e  banks. There a l s o  were two p i rogues  which were long ,  s l i m  

row ing  boats .  

The o n l y  f a t a l i t y  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  e x p e d i t i o n  occur red  near p resen t  

S ioux City, Iowa, where Sergeant Char les F loyd  d i e d  o f  " B i l i o s e  Chor l  i c k "  

[ s i c  - b i l i o u s  c o l i c ] ' ,  which was p robab ly  a  r u p t u r e d  appendix. He was 

b u r i e d  on t h e  e a s t  bank of E l issour i  R i v e r  and P r i v a t e  Gass was appo in ted  

t o  t a k e  h i s  p l ace  as a  sergeant .  

The p a r t y  b u i l t  F o r t  Mandan near Stanton,  Nor th  Dakota, and camped 

t h e r e  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1804-1805 among t h e  'landan I nd ians  who l i v e d  i n  semi- 

permanent e a r t h  lodges.  T h i s  campsi te  was washed away by t h e  M issou r i  

many yea rs  ago. 

Whi le  a t  F o r t  Mandan, t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  Charbonneau was h i r e d .  Two 

of h i s  t h r e e  wives were young Shoshoni g i r l s  one o f  whom e v e n t u a l l y  was 

g i v e n  t h e  name Sacajawea. Sacajawea was 1  i v i n g  i n  t h e  Rocky Mountains near 

p resen t  Salmon, Idaho, i n  1800, when r a i d i n g  Minnetarees cap tu red  her  a t  

t h e  age o f  12 and c a r r i e d  her away t o  t h e  p l a i n s . 2  There she remained a  

s l a v e  u n t i l  Charbonneau, a  Canadian squaw man who knew Inany I n d i a n  tongues, 

bought her .  She was pe rm i t t ed  t o  accompany Charbonneau on t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  

and w i t h  t ier she c a r r i e d  her  baby boy, who had been born l e s s  t han  two 

months be fo re  she s t a r t e d  on t h e  t r i p .  

I n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1805, t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  resumed i t s  j ou rney  up t h e  

M issou r i .  Somewhere near p resen t  F o r t  Peck Dam i n  Montana, Lewis "beheld 

t h e  Rocky Mountains f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime" .  C l a r k  c a r e f u l l y  mapped t h e  area 

' I n  t h i s  and most subsequent quo ta t i ons  o f  members o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n ,  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  s p e l l i n g  i s  used. 

2 ~ t  i s  ve ry  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h i s  I n d i a n  g i r l  had no name a t  t h e  t ime o f  
her cap tu re  because an I n d i a n  c h i l d  never i s  g i ven  a  name u n t i l  something 
i n  l i f e  occurs t o  des igna te  i t  p a r t i c u l a r l y .  I t  may r e c e i v e  a  name t h e  day 
i t  i s  born - o r  perhaps n o t  u n t i l  i t  i s  t e n  t o  f i f t e e n  yea rs  o f  age. 1471 
The name Wadze-wipe was bestowed upon her by ano ther  Shoshoni p r i s o n e r  who 
had escaped and r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  Shoshoni homeland. Charbonneau c a l l e d  Wadze- 
wipe "Jenny", b u t  i n  h i s  French p r o n u n c i a t i o n  i t  sounded l i k e  "Janey" and i t  
was by t h i s  name t h a t  Lewis and C l a r k  c a l l e d  her  d u r i n g  much o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n .  



around Great  F a l l s .  I t  took  t h e  p a r t y  an e n t i r e  month t o  por tage  

around these f a l l s .  From here t hey  pushed u p r i v e r  i n  e i g h t  canoes 

and two new cottonwood dugouts.  

Between Grea t  F a l l  s  and Helena, M i ssou r i  R i v e r  passes through 

a  s teep-wal led canyon which Lewis and C l a r k  c a l l e d  t he  "Gates o f  t h e  

Rocky I4ountains".  Travel  i n g  on upstream, t h e  e x p l o r e r s  reached t h e  upper 

terminous o f  t h e  M issou r i  near Three Forks,  Montana. The t h r e e  1  a rge  

streams t r i b u t a r y  t o  t h e  M issou r i  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  were named t h e  G a l l a t i n ,  

t h e  Je f f e r son ,  and t h e  Madison, one o f  t h e  few cases where names g i v e n  

t o  streams by t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  have su rv i ved  t o  modern t imes.  The J e f f e r s o n  

was chosen as  t h e  stream most 1  i k e l y  t o  l ead  i n  t h e  d e s i r e d  d i r e c t i o n .  

It was d u r i n g  t h i s  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  journey  t h a t  Sacajawea perhaps 

was o f  most va lue  t o  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n .  When t h e  head o f  n a v i g a t i o n  was 

reached t h e r e  would be a  need f o r  horses t o  c a r r y  t h e  baggage across  t h e  

Con t i nen ta l  D i v i d e .  The Shoshoni possessed v a s t  numbers o f  horses and i t  

was t o  t h e i r  homeland t h a t  Sacajawea and a  Mandan I n d i a n  helped gu ide  t h e  

p a r t y .  

On August 9, 1805, near p resen t  D i l l o n ,  Montana, t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  

was s t r u g g l i n g  up Beaverhead R iver ,  a  branch o f  t h e  J e f f e r s o n .  Be- 

cause o f  t h e  abso lu te  n e c e s s i t y  of p r o c u r i q g  horses t o  c ross  t h e  mountains,  

i t  was determined t h a t  Lewis and t h r e e  men, Drewyer, Sh ie lds ,  and McNeal , 
should proceed ahead o f  t h e  main p a r t y  u n t i l  t h e  Shoshoni o r  some o t h e r  

t r i b e  c o u l d  be found t o  a s s i s t  i n  t r a n s p o r t i n g  t h e  baggage. I n  making 

t h i s  advance t r i p ,  Lewis decided t o  t ake  t h e  western f o r k  o f  t h e  Beaverhead, 

o r  Horse P r a i r i e  Creek, and h i s  campsite o f  August 10, 1805, was a t  t h e  

f o o t  o f  t h e  h i l l s  n o r t h  o f  t h e  c reek  and about  f i v e  m i l e s  west o f  former  

Armstead, Montana. 

The n e x t  day near Gran t ,  Montana, he sp ied,  a t  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  two 

nl- i les, an I n d i a n  on horseback. Convinced t h a t  he was a  Shoshoni, Lewis 

a t tempted t o  approach w i t h o u t  a la rming  him. But  a t  about 100 paces, t h e  

I n d i a n  suddenly t u rned  h i s  horse and rode  o f f  t o  t h e  n o r t h  and soon 

disappeared f rom view. Lewis and h i s  men fo l l owed  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  t h e  

I n d i a n  had taken and on August 11 camped on a  smal l  "branch" which may 

have been i n  t he  v i c i n i t y  o f  Badger Gulch. 



The n e x t  day, hope was abandoned o f  f i n d i n g  t h e  t r a i l  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  

they  had seen and so they  tu rned  southwestward where they  soon over took  a  

l a r g e ,  p l a i n ,  I n d i a n  " road" .  Fo l l ow ing  t h i s  road, t h e  stream - now 

c a l l e d  T r a i l  Creek - became sma l l e r  and sma l l e r  u n t i l  they  reached what 

Lewis c a l l e d  " t h e  most d i s t a n t  f o u n t a i n  o f  t h e  M igh t y  M i s s o u r i . "  lVear 

t h i s  p o i n t  P r i v a t e  McNeal, i n  a  f i t  o f  enthusiasm, thanked God t h a t  he had 

l i v e d  t o  b e s t r i d e  t h e  M i s s o u r i .  

A  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  up t h e  h i l l ,  they  reached Lemhi Pass on t h e  f u t u r e  

Idaho - Montana boundary l i n e  f rom which they  saw h i g h  mountains p a r t i a l l y  

covered w i t h  snow s t i l l  t o  t h e  west o f  them. Thus, on August 12, 1805, 

Lewis and h i s  p a t r o l  became t h e  f i r s t  w h i t e  Americans t o  s tand on t h e  Con- 

t i n e n t a l  D i v i d e .  Between Lenihi Pass and t h e  P a c i f i c ,  Lewis and C l a r k  were 

o u t s i d e  t h e  1  i m i t s  o f  t h e  Un i ted  S ta tes  o f  t h a t  t ime.  T h e i r  e x p l o r a t i o n  

of t h e  Oregon c o u n t r y  would he1 p  s o l i d i f y  Amer ica 's  c l a i m  t o  a  no-man's 

l and  t h a t  l a t e r  became Idaho, Oregon, and Washington. The p o r t i o n  of t h e  

e x p e d i t i o n ' s  r o u t e  i n  and ad jacen t  t o  Salmon Bas in  i s  shown i n  F i g u r e  3. 

The n e x t  day, t h e  p a r t y  suddenly dropped i n t o  a  r a v i n e  and s t a r t l e d  

t h r e e  I n d i a n  squaws. Lewis gave t h e  women beads and g i f t s  and, a f t e r  

conv inc ing  then1 t h a t  t h e  w h i t e  nien nieant them no har~ii ,  he in formed them o f  

h i s  w i sh  t o  go t o  t h e i r  camp. They proceeded toward t h e  I n d i a n  v i l l a g e  

which was on t h e  n o r t h e a s t  s i d e  o f  Lemhi R i v e r  abou t  f o u r  m i l e s  sou theas t  

of p resen t  Baker, Idaho. As Lewis approached t h e  v i l l a g e ,  Chief Cameahwait 

and 60 w a r r i o r s  advanced toward him. The w h i t e  man f e a r l e s s l y  p u t  down h i s  

r i f l e  and wal ked ahead h o l d i n g  t h e  American f l a g .  Cameahwait, reassured, 
( 

" ve r y  a f f e c t i o n a t e l y "  threw h i s  arm ove r  Lew is ' s  shoulder  and pressed h i s  

cheek a g a i n s t  t h e  s t r a n g e r ' s  i n  a  ges tu re  o f  f r i e n d s h i p .  Other I nd ians  

fo l lowed s u i t ;  Lewis and h i s  men "wer a l l  ca r resed  and besmeared w i t h  t h e i r  

grease and p a i n t  t i l l . . . h e a r t i l y  t i r e d  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  hug". Here he 

stayed t h e  n i g h t s  o f  August 13 and 14 i n  o r d e r  t o  g i v e  t ime  f o r  Capta in  

C l a r k  w i t h  t h e  boats  t o  reach  t h e  f o r k s  o f  t h e  Beaverhead. 

Game was v e r y  scarce i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  and t h e  I nd ians  a c t u a l l y  were 

poor hunters .  Lewis t o l d  about  one hun t  he was a b l e  t o  v iew f ron i  h i s  t e n t  

i n  t h e  Shoshoni v i l l a g e .  There were about  20 I nd ians  and t hey  f u r n i s h e d  

two o f  t h e  w h i t e  men, Drewyer and Sh ie lds ,  w i t h  horses. The I nd ians  

hunted an te l ope  by a t t emp t i ng  t o  r u n  t h e  an imals  down on horseback. T h i s  



24 

particular hunt lasted about two hours and when the hunters returned 
they had not killed a single antelope and their horses were foaming 
with sweat. 

Lewis persuaded the Indians, by promises of future trade with them, 
to bring their horses and return with him to meet the main party at the 
forks and to help transport the baggage across the mountains. The Indians, 
fearful that the white men were in league with their enemies were suspicious 
of an ambush. However, after procrastinating for a considerable period of 
time, they finally were convinced to make the return journey. They crossed 
over Lemhi Pass and camped in Montana the night of August 15 southeast of 
Trail Creek. 

August 16 the party continued towards the forks of the Beaverhead. 
During the day, Drewyer killed two deer some distance ahead of Lewis and 
the Indians. As a measure of friendship Lewis decided to give one of the 
deer to the Indians who apparently were in a continual state of starvation. 
When the Indians heard about this, one man who had been riding horseback 
with Lewis dismounted and ran nearly a mile at full speed to the slain deer. 
The Indians were so hungry they consumed all parts of the deer except the 
bones and hoofs. 

Upon reaching the forks, Lewis, to his consternation, found that 
Clark and the main party had not yet arrived. Fearing that at this moment 
he would be abandoned by the capricious Indians, Lewis gave the chief his 
gun and said 11 he might shoot me 11 if 11 enemies 11 appeared. Needless to say, 
Lewis spent an uneasy night. 

Fortunately, the next day Clark and the canoes were soon discovered 
a short distance below on their way upstream. Sacajawea's first sight of 
these Indians sent her into a dance of joy. She sucked her fingers, signifying 
that among these people she had been suckled as a baby. A young Indian 
woman came forward, and Sacajawea recognized a childhood playmate who had 
been captured with her and later escaped. 1 After reaching the forks, she 

1This was the girl that, after returning to the Shoshoni country, had 
given Sacajawea in absentia the name Wadze-wipe which meant 11 lost woman 11

• 

It was at this location that Janey (or Wadze-wipe) was given the name Sacajawea, 
which means 11 travels with the boat that is pulled 11

, for she was with the party 
that was dragging boats up the river. At the time of the meeting, some of 

· the Indians danced with joy, making the Indian sign for 11 boat 11 with both hands 
as if working oars. Charbonneau mistook the motion for the flapping of wings 
and told Clark that it meant 11 bird 11

• This is the incident that mistakenly 
gave the Indian maid the popular English name of 11 the bird woman 11

• [48] 



-- 

+ + + + DEVIATIONS ON RETURN 

F i g u r e  3. P o r t i o n  o f  r o u t e  o f  Lewis  and C l a r k  E x p e d i t i o n  
i n  and a d j a c e n t  t o  Salnion Bas in .  



was overcome w i t h  j o y  when she recogn ized  t h e  c h i e f  as  her  b r o t h e r ,  

Cameahwai t. Camp was e s t a b l i s h e d  August 17 a  1  i ttl e  below t h e  f o r k s  i n  

t h e  meadow on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r .  T h i s  campsi te  i s  now covered 

by t h e  water  behind C l a r k  Canyon Dam. 

Most o f  t h e  I n d i a n s  were accorr~pl ished i n  t h e  a r t  o f  t h i e v e r y .  

Wh i le  a t  t h i s  camp, t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  Drewyer, who a l s o  was an e x c e l l e n t  

hun te r ,  and one o f  t h e  most v a l u a b l e  members o f  t h e  p a r t y ,  was w i t h  a  

smal l  group o f  I n d i a n s  when he walked a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  t o  g e t  h i s  horse, 

meanwhile l e a v i n g  h i s  gun i n  camp. One o f  t h e  I n d i a n s  who perce ived  t h i s ,  

suddenly grabbed t h e  gun, l a i d  t h e  whip t o  h i s  horse and headed f o r  t h e  

mountains.  Drewyer chased him t e n  m i l e s  on horseback and, c a t c h i n g  him o f f  

guard, w res t l ed  t h e  gun f rom him. The I nd ian ,  however, f i n d i n g  Drewyer 

t oo  s t r o n g  f o r  him and r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  he must y i e l d  t h e  weapon had p resen ts  

o f  mind t o  open t h e  pan and c a s t  away t h e  powder be fo re  l e t t i n g  t h e  gun 

escape f rom h i s  hands. 

Lewis  and C l a r k  had planned t o  c ross  t h e  mountains,  c o n s t r u c t  canoes, 

and f l o a t  down t h e  "Columbia," as t h e y  c a l l e d  t h e  p resen t  Salmon R i v e r ,  t o  

t h e  ocean. However, t h e  I n d i a n  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  Salmon 

R i v e r  was o f  an a la rming  na tu re .  Therefore,  i t  was agreed t h a t  C l a r k  and 11 

men, f u rn i shed ,  bes ide  t h e i r  arms, w i t h  t o o l s  f o r  making canoes, should  

c r o s s  ove r  t o  t h e  Salmon. I f  t h a t  s t ream was cons idered nav igab le ,  t h e y  

would commence b u i l d i n g  canoes. Charbonneau and h i s  w i f e  were t o  accompany 

them t o  t h e  I n d i a n  v i l l a g e  i n  o r d e r  t o  hasten t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  horses. 

Lewis  and t h e  main p a r t y  would remain a t  t h e  f o r k s  a w a i t i n g  t h e  horses t o  

t r a n s p o r t  t h e  baggage. 

The camps i te  o f  C l a r k  and h i s  p a r t y  on August 18 was a t  Red Bu t t e ,  

abou t  e i g h t  m i l e s  west o f  Gran t ,  Montana. They crossed Lemhi Pass on August 

19  and camped on a  smal l  stream abou t  f i v e  m i l e s  n o r t h e a s t  o f  Tendoy, Idaho. 

August 20 t hey  reached t h e  I n d i a n  v i l l a g e  which had been moved upstream 

two o r  t h r e e  11- i les s i n c e  L e w i s ' s  v i s i t .  Here C l a r k  c o n f e r r e d  w i t h  t h e  

I n d i a n s  rega rd i ng  p o s s i b l e  r o u t e s  over  t h e  mountains.  

Cameahwait rep resen ted  Salmon R i v e r  as f l o w i n g  th rough  v a s t  mountains 

o f  r o c k  always covered w i t h  snow, i n  pass ing  th rough  which t h e  r i v e r  was so 

col-npletely hemmed i n  by h i g h  rocks  t h a t  t h e r e  was no p o s s i b i l  i t y  o f  t r a v e l  i n g  



a loog  t h e  shore; t h a t  t h e  bed o f  t h e  r i v e r  was obs t ruc ted  by sharp- 

po in ted  rocks ,  and t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  f l o w  was so r a p i d  t h a t ,  as f a r  as t h e  

eye cou ld  reach, i t  represented a  p e r f e c t  column o f  foam. The mountains 

were descr ibed  as be ing  e q u a l l y  i naccess ib l e ,  as n e i t h e r  man nor  horse c o u l d  

c r o s s  them; t h a t  such be ing t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  coun t r y ,  none o f  t h e  Shoshonis 

had ever  a t tempted t o  go beyond t h e  mountains.  

A member o f  a  band o f  I nd ians  who l i v e d  t o  t h e  southwest, and who 

happened t o  be i n  camp, descr ibed  t h e  c o u n t r y  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n ,  which 

comprises t he  Snake R i v e r  P l a i n ,  i n  terms s c a r c e l y  l e s s  gruesome than  those 

i n  which Cameahwait had represented t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  t h e  west.  He s a i d  t h a t ,  

i n  o r d e r  t o  reach  h i s  coun t r y ,  t h e  f i r s t  seven days o f  t r a v e l  would be over  

s teep  r o c k y  mountains where t h e r e  was no game o r  r o o t s  f o r  subs is tence  and 

which were occupied by a  f i e r c e  war1 i k e  people.  So rough was t h e  passage 

t h a t  t h e  f e e t  o f  t h e  horses would be wounded t o  such an e x t e n t  t h a t  many o f  

them would be unab le  t o  proceed. The n e x t  p a r t  o f  t h e  r o u t e  was f o r  t e n  

days th rough a  d r y  parched d e s e r t  o f  sand, i n h a b i t e d  by no an-imal which 

would supply  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  w i t h  subs is tence,  and as t h e  sun had now scorched 

t h e  grass and d r i e d  up t h e  smal l  poo ls  o f  water  which a r e  sca t t e red  th rough 

t h i s  d e s e r t  i n  t h e  sp r i ng ,  bo th  t h e  men o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  and t h e  horses 

would p e r i s h  f o r  want o f  food and water .  

C l a r k  asked Cameahwait by what r o u t e  t h e  "Pierced-nose" I nd ians ,  who 

l i v e d  west o f  t h e  mountains,  crossed over  t o  t h e  M i s s o u r i .  He was t o l d  

t h a t  t h e  " road" ,  which was towards t h e  no r th ,  was a  ve ry  bad one; t h a t  

d u r i n g  t h e  passage he had been t o l d  t h a t  t h e  I nd ians  s u f f e r e d  excess i ve l y  

f rom hunger, be ing o b l i g e d  t o  s u b s i s t  f o r  many days on b e r r i e s  a lone,  t h e r e  

be ing no game i n  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  mountains,  which were broken and rocky ,  

and so t h i c k l y  covered w i t h  t imber  t h a t  they  cou ld  s c a r c e l y  pass. I n  s p i t e  

o f  t h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  C l a r k  concluded t h a t  o f  a l l  t h e  passages by land,  t h i s  

one seemed t o  be t h e  most p r a c t i c a l ,  and t h a t  i f  t h e  I n d i a n s  cou ld  make t h e  

passage w i t h  t h e i r  women and c h i l d r e n ,  no d i f f i c u l t i e s  which they  cou ld  en- 

coun te r  would be f o rm idab le  t o  t h e  exped i t i on .  1  

It has never been exp la ined  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  why t h e  Shoshoni I nd ians  
d i d  n o t  suggest t h a t  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  t r a v e l  t o  t h e  Nez Perce c o u n t r y  by way 
o f  t h e  southern Nez Perce t r a i l ,  a  r o u t e  which would have shortened t h e  
journey  cons ide rab l y .  



Before  making a  f i n a l  recommendation t h a t  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  proceed 

by land,  C l a r k  dec ided t o  de te rmine  f o r  h i m s e l f  whether o r  n o t  i t  would 

be f e a s i b l e  t o  f l o a t  down t h e  Salmon - o r  Colurnbia as he c a l l e d  i t .  

There fo re ,  he procured an I n d i a n  gu ide,  and w i t h  h i s  p a r t y  proceeded down 

Lemhi R i v e r  t o  a  campsi te  near  Baker, Idaho. 

The n e x t  day, t h e  p a r t y  crossed t o  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  Lemhi, passed 

by p resen t  Salmon, Idaho, and camped on t h e  eas t  s i d e  o f  Salmon R i v e r  a t  

t h e  f o o t  o f  a  b l u f f  about  one m i l e  above t h e  mouth o f  Tower Creek. On 

August 22 they  s t r u g g l e d  ove r  t h e  p o i n t s  o f  f o u r  mountains o f  wh ich  C l a r k  

remarked, " t h e  assen t  o f  t h r e e  was so Steep t h a t  i t  i s  inc redeab l  e  t o  

desc r i be . "  They encamped abou t  t h r e e  m i l e s  below ldorth Fork ,  Idaho, a t  

t h e  l owe r  p o i n t  o f  an i s l a n d .  

The f o l l o w i n g  day, t hey  proceeded a l ong  t h e  s teep  s i d e  o f  t h e  mounta in  

f o r  f i v e  m i l e s ,  a t  which p o i n t  t h e  whole c u r r e n t  o f  t h e  r i v e r  bea t  a g a i n s t  

t h e  r i g h t  shore on which they  were t r a v e l i n g  and which was a  c l i f f  o f  

s o l i d  r ock ,  making i t  inaccess- ib le  t o  horses. C l a r k  then  dec ided  t o  l e a v e  

t h e  horses and t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  men a t  t h i s  p l ace  t o  hun t  and f i s h  

and he proceeded on by f o o t  accompanied by h i s  I n d i a n  gu ide  and t h r e e  men. 

The r i v e r  was now one con t inued  r a p i d  and he concluded t h a t  t h e  baggage 

would have t o  be t r anspo r t ed  a l ong  t h e  s teep  h i l l s i d e s  where i t  would be 

imposs ib l e  t o  employ horses f o r  t h e  r e 1  i e f  o f  t h e  men. Leav ing  t h e  r i v e r ,  

t hey  ascended Squaw Creek about  f o u r  m i l e s ,  crossed ove r  a  r i d g e ,  and de- 

scended a g a i n  t o  t h e  r i v e r .  They then  ascended a  h i g h  and s teep  p o i n t  o f  

a  mounta in  about  t h r e e  ~ i i i l e s  upstream f rom Shoup, Idaho [44]. (See F i g u r e  

12 i n  Appendix . )  From here Tobe, t h e  I n d i a n  gu ide,  po in ted  o u t  t h e  d i f f i -  

c u l t i e s  t h e  p a r t y  would exper ience  i f  i t  at tempted t o  f l o a t  down t h i s  r o c k -  

f i l l  ed r i v e r  which i n  p laces  f l o w s  between n e a r l y  pe rpend i cu l a r  c l  i f f s .  

C l a r k  was now conv inced t h a t  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  must c ross  t h e  mountains by way 

o f  what l a t e r  became known as t h e  L o l o  T r a i l .  There fo re ,  he t u rned  back, 

crossed t h e  f l a t  a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  Salmon, c l imbed t h rough  a  

sadd le  on t h e  r i d g e  between t h e  r i v e r  and Squaw Creek, and car~~ped t h e  n i g h t  

o f  August 23 on t h e  l a t t e r  stream, p robab l y  near t h e  mouth o f  Papoose Creek. 

August 24 they  proceeded down Squaw Creek a t  t h e  mouth o f  which C l a r k  

" .  . . Marked my name on a  p i n e  Tree.  . .".  They con t inued  back up t h e  

r i v e r  and r e j o i n e d  t h e  remainder o f  t h e  p a r t y .  From here C l a r k  sen t  back 



C o l t e r  on horseback t o  a p p r i s e  Lewis  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  The remainder  

o f  t h e  group t h e n  worked i t s  way back t o  an I n d i a n  v i l l a g e  which was 

l o c a t e d  abou t  f i v e  m i l e s  sou theas t  o f  Salmon. Here on August 27 and 28 

t h e y  hunted f o r  game which was scarce.  T h e i r  o n l y  food  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a  

few salmon o b t a i n e d  f r o m  t h e  I n d i a n s .  

D u r i n g  C l a r k ' s  absence, t h e  main p a r t y ,  under C a p t a i n  Lewis,  remained 

i n  camp a t  t h e  f o r k s  o f  t h e  Beaverhead and prepared packs and saddles t o  

l o a d  on t h e  horses as soon as t h e y  shou ld  a r r i v e .  August 20 and 21, 1805, 

unperce ived  by t h e  I n d i a n s ,  t h e y  p laced  some o f  t h e i r  baggage and s c i e n t i f i c  

specimens i n  a  cache t o  be recovered  on t h e  r e t u r n  t r i p .  They a l s o  sank 

t h e i r  canoes w i t h  r o c k s  a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  

August 22, Charbonneau, Sacajawea, and a  band o f  I n d i a n s  r e t u r n e d  

and n e g o t i a t i o n s  f o r  horses commenced. 

On August  24, Lewis  and t h e  main  p a r t y  p l a c e d  t h e  l o a d s  on t h e  horses - 
and a l s o  on t h e  shou lders  o f  some o f  t h e  I n d i a n  women - and c o n t i n u e d  a g a i n  

on t h e i r  westward j o u r n e y .  The f i r s t  day t h e y  t r a v e l e d  up Horse P r a i r i e  

Creek o n l y  s i x  m i l e s  and camped on a  "sma l l  r u n "  wh ich  was p r o b a b l y  Med ic ine  

Lodge Creek.  August  25 t h e y  camped abou t  f o u r  m i l e s  west  o f  Brenner, 

Montana, a t  t h e  upper  end o f  Horse P r a i r i e ,  wh ich  t h e y  c a l l e d  "Shoshone 

Cove". August 26 t h e y  c rossed  Lemhi Pass and encamped a t  t h e  upper I n d i a n  

v i l l a g e  where t h e y  were occupied f o r  t h e  n e x t  few days i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e i r  

r o u t e  and i n  p r o c u r i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  horses f r o m  t h e  I n d i a n s .  

August 28, Sergeant  Gass appeared i n  camp t o  i n q u i r e  i f  C a p t a i n  

Lewis  planned t o  j o i n  C l a r k ' s  advance p a r t y  a t  t h e  l o w e r  I n d i a n  v i l l a g e .  

A f t e r  b e i n g  in fo rmed t h a t  Lewis  and t h e  main p a r t y  p lanned t o  s t a y  a t  t h e  

upper v i l  l a g e  a n o t h e r  day t o  purchase a d d i t i o n a l  horses,  Gass r e t u r n e d  t o  

t h e  l o w e r  camp. August  29, C l a r k  and a l l  b u t  two o f  t h e  men i n  h i s  p a r t y  

j o i n e d  C a p t a i n  Lew is  and t h e  main p a r t y  a t  t h e  upper  I n d i a n  camp. 

August  30 t h e  e x p l o r e r s  loaded t h e  horses t h a t  had been purchased 

f r o m  t h e  I n d i a n s  and proceeded down Lemhi R i v e r  and camped a t  a  p o i n t  

a b o u t  s i x  m i l e s  s o u t h e a s t  of Salmon, which was w i t h i n  one m i l e  o f  where 

C l a r k ' s  nien were w a i t i n g .  August 31 t h e y  resumed t h e i r  j o u r n e y ,  t r a v e l e d  

down t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  Salmon R i v e r  t o  Tower Creek, t u r n e d  nor theas tward  up 

t h i s  c r e e k  where C l a r k  noted,  " remarkable  r o c k  r e s e m b l i n g  p i r i m i d s  on t h e  

l e f t  s i d e " .  They camped f o u r  m i l e s  up Tower Creek a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  t h e  mounta in .  



The r o u t e  t h e  n e x t  day bypassed t h e  steep b l u f f s  a long  t h e  Salmon. They 

c l imbed through a saddle and con t inued  across severa l  r i d g e s  and v a l l e y s  

t o  a  campsite on t h e  ldorth Fork o f  t h e  Salmon about s i x  m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  t h e  

v i l  l age  o f  No r th  Fork .  

Whi le  proceeding up t h e  ldorth Fork  on September 2, accompanied by 

o n l y  two I nd ians  now, t h e  o l d  gu ide  Tobe and h i s  son, C l a r k  sa id :  

/we/ proceeded on t h r o '  t h i c k e t s  i n  which we were o b l i g e d  
t o  c u t  a  road, over  rockey h i l l  s i des  where ou r  horses were i n  
/per /pe tea l  danger o f  S l  i p p i n g  t o  t h e i r  c e r t a i n  d i s t r u c t i o n  & 
I J ~  & down Steep h i 1  1 s, where severa l  horses f e l l  , Some tu rned  
over  and o t h e r s  S l i ped  down Steep h i 1  1  Sides, one horse C r i p p l e d  
8 2 gave o u t .  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  d i f i c u e l  t y  r i s q u e  &c .  we made 
f i v e  m i  1  es & Encamped. 

The nex t  day t h e  mountains c losed  i n  on t h e  r i v e r  and they  were f o r c e d  

t o  c l i m b  o u t  and c ross  t h e  mountain which here was so s teep t h a t  severa l  

horses s l i p p e d  and h u r t  themselves. September 4, a f t e r  thawing t he  baggage, 

t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  ascended a " h i g h  Snow mountain" which was p robab ly  Saddle 

Mountain,  crossed over  t o  t he  r i d g e  between t h e  East and West Forks o f  

Camp Creek, and descended t o  t h e  v a l l e y  f l o o r .  I n  t h e  lower  reaches o f  

Camp Creek they  were met by a band of F la thead I nd ians  who were camped i n  a  

wide v a l l e y  about  one m i l e  sou th  o f  Sula,  Montana. The e x p e d i t i o n  camped 

w i t h  these I n d i a n s  t h e  n i g h t s  o f  September 4 and 5. 

T r a v e l i n g  down t h e  B i t t e r r o o t  R i ve r  v a l l e y ,  on September 9 t hey  

reached t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Lo lo ,  Montana a t  t h e  mouth o f  L o l o  Creek. Th i s  

campsi te  they named "Travel  l e r '  s  Res t " .  A f t e r  spending a day here t o  

hunt,  t hey  resumed t h e i r  jou rney  on September 11, t u r n i n g  west up L o l o  Creek. 

September 13 they reached t h e  s i t e  o f  L o l o  Hot Spr ings,  Montana, and l a t e r  

i n  t h e  day crossed L o l o  Pass which i s  about  a  m i l e  e a s t  o f  where t h e  p resen t  

highway crosses t h e  d i v i d e .  T h e i r  campsi te  f o r  t h i s  evening was a t  t h e  

lower  end o f  Packer Meadows about  two m i l e s  southwest o f  t h e  pass. 

The f o l l o w i n g  day t hey  crossed a h igh ,  s teep mountain t h i c k l y  s t rewn 

w i t h  f a l l e n  t imber ,  dropped down t o  t h e  f o r ks  of Lochsa R i v e r ,  and 

encamped oppos i t e  a  smal l  i s l a n d  a t  t h e  mouth o f  a  "branch" on  t h e  r i g h t  

s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r .  T h i s  was a t  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  p resen t  Powell Ranger S t a t i o n .  

The fa1  l e n  t imber  and s teep mountains were ex t reme ly  f a t i g u i n g  t o  t h e  men 

and horses. The p a r t y  was o u t  o f  animal food  so a c o l t  was k i l l e d  on which 

a h e a r t y  supper was made. 



September 15 t hey  con t inued  down t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  Lochsa 

pass ing severa l  sp r i ngs  and creeks and a  small pond and t u rned  t o  t h e  

nor thwes t  t o  ascend t h e  Wendover Ridge. I n  c l i m b i n g  t h i s  r i d g e  C l a r k  

remarked t h a t :  

. . . t h e  road  assends a  mountain w ind ing  i n  every  d i r e c t i o n  
t o  g e t  up t h e  Steep assen t  & t o  pass t h e  emence q u a n t i t y  o f  
f a l l  i n g  t imber  which has /been/ f a l l  i n g  f rom d i f t .  causes 
i . e .  f i r e  & wind. . . . Several horses S l i p e d  and r o l l e d  
down Steep h i l l s  which h u r t  them v e r r y  much. t h e  one which 
Ca r r i ed  my desk & Small t r u n k  Turned over  & r o l e d  down a  
mountain f o r  40 yards  & lodged a g a i n s t  a  t r e e ,  broke t h e  Desk 
t h e  horse escaped and appeared b u t  1  i t t l e  h u r t  . . . 
By evening, t hey  had reached t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  mountain and, f i n d i n g  

no water ,  t hey  encamped on t h e  n o r t h e r n  s i d e  near an o l d  bank o f  snow 

t h r e e  f e e t  deep. 

The n e x t  day, acco rd ing  t o  Sergeant Gass they,  " .  . . proceeded over  

t h e    no st t e r r i b l e  ~ i ioun ta ins  I ever  beheld. "  It snowed a l l  day on September 

16, 1805, so t h a t  by evening t h e  snow was s i x  o r  e i g h t  inches deep. Every- 

one was soaked t o  t h e  s k i n  and a f t e r  noon Capta in  C l a r k  went on ahead w i t h  

one man t o  a  smal l  stream pass ing t o  t h e  r i g h t  i n  a  deep, t h i c k l y - t i m b e r e d  

cove where he b u i l t  f i r e s  f o r  t h e  main p a r t y  which a r r i v e d  a t  dusk, v e r y  

c o l d  and t i r e d .  Here t hey  k i l l e d  a  second c o l t  f o r  t h e i r  supper. 

The want o f  p r o v i s i o n s ,  t h e  extreme e x e r t i o n s  t o  which t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  

had been subjected,  and t h e  d r e a r y  prospects  be fo re  them, began t o  d i s p i r i t  

t h e  men. There fo re ,  i t  was agreed t h a t  Capta in  C l a r k  should go on ahead w i t h  

s i x  hun te rs  and endeavor t o  k i l l  something f o r  t h e  suppor t  o f  t h e  main p a r t y .  

He con t inued  a long  t h e  r i d g e  u n t i l  i t  te rmina ted  a t  Sherman Peak where he 

d iscovered  an ex tens i ve  p l a i n  f a r  t o  t h e  west which was t h e  p resen t  Camas 

P r a i r i e .  He then  dropped down Wi l l ow  Creek Ridge t o  a  stream t h a t  he gave 

t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  name o f  Hungry Creek, f o r  having p rocured  no game, t h e  p a r t y  

had no th ing  t o  e a t .  Fo l l ow ing  a long  Hungry Creek t h e  n e x t  day, he found a  

horse, on which t he  p a r t y  breakfasted,  and hung t h e  remainder on a  t r e e  f o r  

t h e  main p a r t y  i n  t h e  r e a r .  A f t e r  c r o s s i n g  severa l  more mountains and streams 

he encountered t h e  f i r s t  "Chopunnish" (Iiez Perce) I n d i a n s  about  t h r e e  m-iles 

sou theas t  o f  Weippe, Idaho. On an i s l a n d  i n  t h e  "KoosKooskee" (C learwate r )  

R i v e r  near p resen t  O ro f i no ,  he found t h e  Nez Perce c h i e f  who was c a l l e d  

t h e  Twis ted Ha i r .  



Capta in  Lewis  and t h e  main p a r t y  f o l l o w e d  t h e  same t r a i l  taken  by 

C l a r k  bu t ,  as  a  consequence o f  t r a v e l i n g  s lower ,  t h e i r  campsi tes were, o f  

course, d i f f e r e n t .  On September 18 t h e y  con t inued  a long  t h e  L o l o  T r a i l  

where Sergeant Ordway remarked t h a t ,  " t h e  Mountains con t i nues  as f e r  as our  

eyes c o u l d  extend. t hey  extend much f u r t h e r  t han  we e x p e / c / t e d t H  

September 22 they  c l imbed a  s teep  b l u f f  west o f  L o l o  Creek ( n o t  t o  

be confused w i t h  t h e  L o l o  Creek i n  Montana) and soon came upon Crane 

P r a i r i e  where they  met Reuben F i e l d s  who Capta in  C l a r k  had sen t  back w i t h  

some d r i e d  f i s h  and r o o t s .  Con t i nu i ng  on t o  t h e  Weippe P r a i r i e ,  t h e y   net 

Cap ta in  C l a r k  who had r e t u r n e d  w i t h  t h e  Tw is ted  H a i r  f r om  t h e  C learwate r  

R i v e r  . 
d u r i n g  t h e i r  s t a y  on t h e  Weippe P r a i r i e  t hey  purchased f i s h ,  b e r r i e s ,  

and r o o t s  f r om  t h e  I n d i a n s  and t h e i r  hunger was comp le te l y  s a t i s f i e d .  However, 

t h e y  soon f e l t  s e v e r e l y  t h e  consequences o f  e a t i n g  h e a r t i l y  a f t e r  t h e i r  l a t e  

p r i v a t i o n s .  Almost t h e  e n t i r e  p a r t y  became v i o l e n t l y  s i c k  and i t  was n e a r l y  

two weeks b e f o r e  everyone recovered.  

No tw i t hs tand ing  t h e i r  s i ckness ,  on September 24 t h e y  proceeded on  

t o  t h e  C learwate r  by t h e  sane r o u t e  C l a r k  had p r e v i o u s l y  t r a v e l e d ,  s t r i k i n g  

i t  a t  t h e  mouth o f  " V i l l a g e "  ( J im  Ford )  Creek. A t  sunset  t h e y  camped on a  

l a r g e  i s l a n d  a  l i t t l e  below t h e  i s l a n d  upon which C l a r k  had f i r s t  v i s i t e d  

t h e  Tw is ted  H a i r .  T h i s  i s l a n d ,  now c a l l e d  China I s l and ,  i s  about  one m i l e  

above Oro f  i no, Idaho . 
On September 26 t h e  p a r t y  proceeded down t h e  r i v e r  and formed a  

camp on t h e  sou th  s i d e  a t  t h e  con f l uence  w i t h  t h e  "Chopunnish" (No r t h  Fork  

C lea rwa te r )  R i v e r .  T h i s  p o i n t ,  which i s  o p p o s i t e  Ahsahka, Idaho, i s  known 

as  t h e  Canoe Camp s i t e .  The e x p l o r e r s  camped a t  t h i s  p l ace  f rom Septernber 

26 t o  October 7, 1805, w h i l e  t hey  hewed and burned o u t  t h e  ho l lows  o f  t h e  

f i v e  canoes which were t o  c a r r y  them on t o  t h e  P a c i f i c .  

From Canoe Camp t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  f l o a t e d  down t h e  C learwate r  t o  i t s  

mouth, thence down t h e  Snake t o  Pasco, Washington, and fro111 t h e r e  down t h e  

Colurr~bia t o  t h e  P a c i f i c  near  A s t o r i a ,  Oregon. Frequent ment ion was ~nade o f  

t h e  many dangerous r a p i d s  t h e  p a r t y  was f o r ced  t o  nav iga te .  Near t h e  

mouth o f  P o t l a t c h  R i v e r  one o f  t h e  canoes s t r u c k  a  r o c k  and was cracked so 

bad l y  i t  f i l l e d  w i t h  wa te r .  The n e x t  day was spent  d r y i n g  o u t  t h e  baggage 



and r e p a i r i n g  t h e  damaged canoe.' The f o l l o w i n g  day t h e  mouth of t h e  

C l  earwater  was reached. 

Cont inu ing  down Snake R i ve r ,  on October 16 t h e  e x p l o r e r s  reached 

i t s  con f luence  w i t h  t he  Columbia a t  Pasco. They encamped on t h e  p o i n t  

between t h e  two r i v e r s .  T h e i r  carnpsi t e  i s  now probab ly  covered by t h e  

water  behind McNary Dam, b u t  i t  was undoubtedly  n o t  f a r  f rom t h e  p resen t  

s i t e  o f  Sacajawea S t a t e  Park.  A t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  Sergeant Ordway mentioned 

t h a t ,  "a bout  200 savages were camped. . . " . 
From t h i s  p o i n t ,  they  voyaged on down t h e  Columbia, b a r t e r i n g  salmon, 

r o o t s ,  and dogs f rom the  I nd ians .  These I nd ians  tended a t  f i r s t  t o  be a  

1  i ttl e  susp ic ious ,  b u t  C l a r k  noted t h a t  t h e  presence o f  Saca jawea, " r e c o n s i l  es 

a l l  t h e  Ind ians ,  as t o  ou r  f r i e n d l y  i n t e n t i o n s  - a  woman w i t h  a  p a r t y  o f  

men i s  a  token  o f  peace." On t h e  way they  noted Mount Hood. They were 

c o n t i n u a l l y  amazed a t  t he  g r e a t  numbers o f  salmon t h e  I n d i a n s  had d r y i n g  

on  1  a rge  t imber  s c a f f o l d s .  

A t  t h e  ocean they  f i r s t  camped near Cape Disappointment  which i s  on 

t h e  oppos i t e  shore f rom present-day A s t o r i a .  Encounter ing day a f t e r  day o f  

hard, d r i v i n g  r a i n ,  they  soon crossed t h e  mouth o f  t h e  Columbia and b u i l t  

F o r t  C la t sop  i n  a  s h e l t e r e d  spo t  near p resen t  A s t o r i a  where they  spent  t h e  

w i n t e r  o f  1805-1 806. 

On t h e  r e t u r n  t r i p ,  t h e  e x p l o r e r s  l e f t  F o r t  C la t sop  on March 23, 

1806, and t r a v e l e d  by canoe up Columbia R i v e r  t o  t h e  D a l l e s  a t  which p l ace  

they  col.r~~iienced purchas ing horses and soon were proceeding by l and .  On t h e  

way they  noted famous Mu1 tnomah F a l l s  and a  peak sou th  o f  Mount Hood 

which they  named Mount J e f f e r s o n .  

From Wa l l u l a  t hey  t r a v e l e d  by f o o t  u s i n g  horses t o  c a r r y  some o f  

t h e i r  baggage. T h e i r  r e t u r n  r o u t e  i n  t h i s  r e g i o n  was over land  i n  a  f a i r l y  

d i r e c t  1  i n e  t o  t h e  con f luence  o f  Snake and C learwate r  r i v e r s .  Enroute,  they  

'on October 9, a t  t h e  mouth o f  P o t l a t c h  R i ve r ,  C l a r k  sa id ,  " a t  Dark 
we were in formed t h a t  ou r  o l d  gu ide  [Tobe] & h i s  son had l e f t  us and had 
been seen runn ing  up t h e  r i v e r  severa l  m i l e s  above, we c o u l d  n o t  account  
f o r  t h e  cause o f  h i s  l eave ing  us a t  t h i s  t ime,  w i t h o u t  r e c e i v i n g  h i s  pay 
f o r  t h e  s e r v i c e s  he had rendered us, o r  l e t t i n g  us know any th i ng  o f  h i s  
- i n t en t i on .  

we requested t h e  C h i e f  [Twis ted H a i r ]  t o  Send a  horseman a f t e r  ou r  
o l d  gu ide  t o  come back and r e c e i v e  h i s  pay &c. which he adv ised us n o t  t o  
do as h i s  n a t i o n  would t ake  h i s  t h i n g s  f rom him be fo re  he passed t h e i r  
camps. " 



passed th rough  p r e s e n t  P r e s c o t t ,  Wai t sburg ,  Dayton, and Pomeroy, Wash- 

i n g t o n .  J u s t  below C l a r k s t o n  t hey  crossed t h e  Snake and proceeded up 

t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  C learwate r  t o  a  p o i n t  above I ' , lyrt le, Idaho, where 

t hey  crossed back t o  t h e  sou th  s i d e  and c l  imbed t h e  b l u f f  t o  t h e  Nez Perce 

P r a i r i e .  Here t hey  c o l  l e c t e d  t h e  horses t hey  had bought f rom t h e  Nez Perce 

I n d i a n s  t h e  p rev i ous  f a l l  and wh ich  t h e  I n d i a n s  had kep t  f o r  them. T r a v e l i n g  

sou theas t across  t h e  p r a i r i e  t h e y  dropped down o n t o  "Commearp" (Lawyers) 

Creek where t hey  r e s i d e d  severa l  days a t  t h e  camp o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c h i e f  o f  

t h e  i lez  Perce n a t i o n ,  t h e  Brokenarm. Whi le  a t  t h i s  camp, t h e  I n d i a n s  were 

v e r y  generous i n  p r o v i d i n g  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  which was now 

d e s t i t u t e  f o r  food .  A t  one p o i n t ,  two f a t  young horses were g i v e n  w i t h o u t  

ask i ng  f o r  any payment, " .  . . an a c t  o f  l i b e r a l  h o s p i t a l i t y  much g r e a t e r  

t han  any we have wi tnessed s i n c e  c r o s s i n g  t h e  Rocky mountains,  i f  i t  be n o t  

i n  f a c t  t h e  o n l y  r e a l l y  h o s p i t a b l e  t r ea tmen t  we have rece i ved  i n  t h i s  p a r t  

o f  t h e  wor ld . "  

Ga ther ing  t oge the r  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c h i e f s  o f  t h e  Chopunnish t r i b e ,  Lewis 

and C l a r k  exp la i ned  t o  then1 t h e  i n t e n t i o n s  o f  t h e  Un i t ed  S ta tes  government. 

Drawing a  map o f  t h e  r e l a t i v e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  on a  mat w i t h  a  p i e c e  

o f  cha rcoa l ,  t h e y  d e t a i l e d  t h e  n a t u r e  and power o f  t h e  American n a t i o n ,  i t s  

d e s i r e  t o  p reserve  harmony between a l l  i t s  r e d  b re the rn ,  and i t s  i n t e n t i o n  o f  

e s t a b l i s h i n g  t r a d i n g  houses f o r  t h e i r  r e l i e f  and suppo r t .  T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  

was conveyed t o  t h e  c h i e f s  and w a r r i o r s  w i t h  sollie d i f f i c u l t y  and i t  i s  

1  i k e l y  t han  much o f  i t  was l o s t  o r  d i s t o r t e d  because o f  t h e  c i r c u i t o u s  r o u t e  

th rough  a  v a r i e t y  o f  languages. The c a p t a i n s  spoke i n  E n g l i s h  t o  one o f  

t h e i r  men, who t r ans1  a ted  t h e  message i n  French t o  Charbonneau; he i n t e r p r e t e d  

i t  t o  h i s  w i f e ,  Sacajawea, i n  t h e  M inne ta ree  language, and she then  p u t  i t  

i n t o  Shoshoni t o  a  young Shoshoni p r i s o n e r  who i n  t u r n  exp la i ned  i t  t o  t h e  

Chopunnish i n  t h e i r  own d i a l e c t .  

On May 13, 1806, t h e  e x p l o r e r s  moved down t o  t h e  mouth o f  Lawyers 

Creek a t  p resen t  Kamiah, Idaho crossed t o  t h e  e a s t  bank o f  t h e  C learwate r ,  

and e s t a b l i s h e d  a  camp, where t h e y  wa i ted  f o r  snow c o n d i t i o n s  t o  improve 

on t h e  L o l o  T r a i l .  They s tayed a t  t h i s  camp f o r  abou t  f o u r  weeks. 

Being l ow  on p r o v i s i o n s ,  Lewis and C l a r k  d ispa tched  Sergeant  Ordway 

and p r i v a t e s  F razer  and Wiser on /,lay 27 t o  Snake R i v e r  where t h e  I n d i a n s  

in formed them t h a t  salmon were abundant. The f i r s t  camp o f  these  men was 



a t  a  c h i e f ' s  v - i l l a g e  on Lawyers Creek about  f i v e  m i l e s  southeast  o f  C ra ig -  

mont. The n e x t  day t hey  l e f t  t h e  c reek  and t r a v e l e d  southwest where they  

camped a t  ano ther  v i l l a g e  on Deer Creek a  m i l e  o r  so above i t s  mouth. Clay 

29 they  t r a v e l e d  down deer Creek t o  t h e  "Tommanamah" (Salmon) R i ve r ,  went 

about  t h r e e  m i l e s  down t h a t  r i v e r  and tu rned  up China Creek. They crossed 

t h e  d i v i d e  e a s t  o f  Snake R i v e r  and accord ing  t o  Ordway, "descended t h e  wo rs t  

h i l l s  we ever saw a  road  made down." Reaching Co r ra l  Creek, t hey  fo l lowed 

t h a t  stream t o  t h e  Snake and toward evening reached an I n d i a n  f i s h e r y  a t  

W i l d  Goose Rapids where they camped w i t h  t h e  I nd ians .  The nex t  day was 

spent  a t  t h e  same p lace  w h i l e  o b t a i n i n g  salmon f rom t h e  I nd ians .  

May 31 Ordway and h i s  men s t a r t e d  on t h e i r  r e t u r n  t r i p .  They f o l l o w e d  

t h e  same t r a i l  back t o  t h e  Deer Creek v i l l a g e ,  b u t  here t h e  I nd ians  r e -  

commended an e a s i e r  r e t u r n  r o u t e .  C l imb ing  t h e  d i v i d e  t o  t h e  e a s t  they  

aga in  dropped down on to  t he  Salmon o n l y  t o  c l i m b  o u t  aga in  t o  t h e  e a s t  where 

they  camped a t  a  l a r g e  v i l l a g e  near t h e  edge o f  t h e  p r a i r i e .  The f o l l o w i n g  

day t hey  proceeded a  1  i t t l e  n o r t h  o f  e a s t  u n t i l  t hey  s t r u c k  t h e  sou th  f o r k  

of t h e  Clearwater  a t  an I n d i a n  v i l l a g e .  T r a v e l i n g  down t h e  r i v e r  t hey  

camped a t  ano ther  v i l l a g e  a t  t he  f o r k s  o f  t h e  C learwate r  across t h e  r i v e r  f rom 

p resen t  Kooskia, Idaho.  June 2  they  con t inued  down t h e  r i v e r  and about  

noon a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  camp o f  t h e  main p a r t y .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  d i s t a n c e  was 

so g r e a t  f r om which they  had brought  t h e  f i s h  t h a t  most o f  them were n e a r l y  

s p o i l e d .  However, those t h a t  were s t i l l  sound were descr ibed  as be ing  

" .  . . ex t reme ly  de l  i c i o u s ,  t he  f l e s h  be ing o f  a  f i n e  r o s e  c o l o u r ,  w i t h  a  

smal l  m i x t u r e  o f  y e l l o w ,  and so f a t  t h a t  they were cooked ve ry  we1 1  w i t h o u t  

t he  a d d i t i o n  o f  any o i l  o r  grease."  

The e x p l o r e r s  now prepared t o  resume t h e  j ou rney  ac ross  t h e  Rocky 

Mountains.  From t h e  camp near Kamiah, t hey  t r a v e l e d  n o r t h e a s t  t o  t h e  Weippe 

P r a i r i e ,  c r o s s i q g  p resen t  L o l o  Creek which they  had named C o l l i n s  Creek 

a f t e r  one o f  t h e  men. Con t i nu ing  e a s t  on t he  o l d  t r a i l  t hey  s t r ugg led  down 

Hungry Creek and a t  a  d i s t a n c e  of seven m i l e s  s t a r t e d  up Wi l low Creek Ridge. 

A t  a  d i s t a n c e  of  t h r e e  m i l e s  from the  c reek  t hey  found themselves enveloped 

i n  snow f rom 12 t o  15 f e e t  deep even on t h e  sou th  s i d e  o f  t h e  mountain w i t h  

t h e  f u l l e s t  exposure t o  t h e  sun. It i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  no te  t h a t  t h i s  was on 

June 17. A l though t h e  snow bore t h e  we igh t  o f  t h e  horses ve ry  w e l l ,  t h e  

absence of grass f o r  horse feed and t h e  chances o f  l o s i n g  t h e i r  d i r e c t i o n s  



compel led t h e  c a p t a i n s  t o  cache a l l  o f  t h e i r  baggage o f  no immediate use 

and o r d e r  a  r e t r o g r a d e  movement. T h e i r  i n t e n t i o n s  were t o  r e t u r n  t o  a  

b e t t e r  hun t i ng  and g r a z i n g  area t o  a w a i t  more s u i t a b l e  snow c o n d i t i o n s  and 

t o  p rocu re  a  Nez Perce gu ide  t o  conduc t  them across  t h e  mountains.  

Beginn ing on June 24, a  second a t t e m p t  was made t o  c ross  t h e  moun- 

t a i n s .  The r o u t e  was much t h e  same as t h a t  fo l l owed t h e  p rev i ous  f a l l  on 

t h e  outward journey,  excep t  t h a t  t h e  Nez Perce gu ides,  be ing  more f a m i l i a r  

w i t h  t h e  main t r a i l  than  t h e  Shoshoni gu ide,  d i d  n o t  l e a d  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  

down t o  t h e  f i s h e r y  on t h e  Lochsa a t  t h e  Powel 1  Ranger S t a t i o n ,  b u t  s tayed 

up on t h e  main r i d g e .  

June 27 t hey  camped f o r  t h e  n i g h t  on t h e  sou th  s l ope  o f  Sp r i ng  

Mountain,  hav ing  t r a v e l e d  28 m i l e s  w i t h o u t  t h e  horses be ing  r e l i e v e d  o f  

t h e i r  packs o r  t h e i r  hav ing  had any forage.  Wi th  no game i n  camp t h e  p a r t y  

suppered on a  p i n t  o f  b e a r ' s  o i l  w i t h  b o i l e d  r o o t s .  Today t h e  c a p t a i n s  

s a i d :  

The marks on t h e  t r e e s ,  which had been o u r  c h i e f  depen- 
dence, a r e  much fewer  and more d i f f i c u l t  t o  be d i s t i n g u i s h e d  
than  we had supposed; b u t  o u r  gu ides t r a v e r s e  t h i s  t r a c k 1  ess 
r e g i o n  w i t h  a  k i n d  o f  i n s t i n c t i v e  sagac i t y ;  t hey  never h e s i t a t e ,  
t hey  a r e  never embarrassed; y e t  so u n d e v i a t i n g  i s  t h e i r  s t e p  
t h a t  whenever t h e  snow has disappeared, f o r  even a  hundred 
paces, we f i n d  t h e  surrlmer road.  

June 29 they  descended o u t  o f  t h e  snow, crossed L o l o  Pass, and en- 

camped a t  t h e  L o l o  Hot  Spr ings.  Here t hey  bathed, remark ing  t h a t ,  " t h e  

p r i n c i p a l  s p r i n g  i s  abou t  t h e  temperature o f  t h e  warmest ba ths  used a t  

t h e  h o t  sp r i ngs  i n  V i r g i n i a . "  Wi th  d i f f i c u l t y  Lewis was a b l e  t o  remain i n  

t h e  wa te r  f o r  19 m inu tes .  

June 30, r e t r a c i n g  t h e i r  r o u t e  o f  t h e  p rev ious  f a l l  down L o l o  Creek 

t o  i t s  mouth, t h e y  reached t h e  camp a t  " T r a v e l l e r ' s  Rest"  which was on t h e  

r i g h t  s i d e  o f  t h e  c reek  abou t  a  m i l e  above i t s  mouth. 

A t  " T r a v e l l e r ' s  Res t "  t h e  p a r t y  was s p l i t  i n t o  two groups. On J u l y  

3, Lewis t ook  one group t o  t h e  n o r t h  and C l a r k  took  ano ther  group t o  t h e  

sou th .  A t  t h e  f o r k s  o f  t h e  Beaverhead, C l a r k  recovered t h e  canoes t h a t  

had been cached t h e  p rev i ous  fa1 1  . Proceeding by horseback and by canoe t o  

t h e  mouth o f  G a l l a t i n  R i ve r ,  h i s  group t hen  s p l i t .  Sergeant Ordway and n i n e  

men t ook  t h e  canoes on down t h e  M issou r i ,  and Capta in  C l a r k  and t h e  r e -  



main ing t e n  men p l u s  Sacajawea and her baby crossed Bozeman Pass t o  

Ye1 lowstone R i v e r  wi  t h  50 horses. 

Near B i l l  i ngs ,  Montana, canoes were cons t ruc ted  and, except  f o r  

Sergeant Pryor  and two men who con t inued  over land  w i t h  t h e  horses, t h e  

p a r t y  f l o a t e d  down t h e  Yel lowstone t o  t he  M i s s o u r i .  The t r i p  was r e -  

l a t i v e l y  unevent fu l  except  t h a t  I nd ians  s t o l e  a l l  o f  t h e  horses under 

Sergeant P r y o r ' s  ca re .  

One purpose o f  Lew is ' s  e x p e d i t i o n  was t o  e x p l o r e  a  r o u t e  t h e  I nd ians  

had s a i d  was much c l o s e r  t o  t h e  "Gates o f  t h e  Rocky Mountains" above 

t h e  Great  F a l l s  than  the  r o u t e  f o l l o w e d  i n  t h e  outward journey  t h e  p rev ious  

summer. The r o u t e  c a r r i e d  them across t he  p resen t  Lewis and C l a r k  o r  

Rogers Pass. Lewis had a  r a t h e r  narrow escape w i t h  t h e  B l a c k f e e t  I nd ians  

i n  what i s  now n o r t h e r n  Montana. He and t h r e e  o t h e r  men had taken a  s i d e  

t r i p  up i n t o  t h e  Mar ias  R i v e r  coun t r y  t o  determine i f  t h a t  stream l a y  en- 

t i r e l y  south o f  t h e  4 9 t h  p a r a l l e l  o f  l a t i t u d e .  One n i g h t ,  a  ho rse - ra i d i ng  

p a r t y  o f  e i g h t  h o s t i l e  I nd ians  c r e p t  up on them w h i l e  t hey  s l e p t .  The 

redsk ins  rushed and t he  a t t acked  men jumped up, guns and kn ives  i n  hand. 

Whi le p r o t e c t i n g  t h e i r  horses Reuben F i e l d s  k n i f e d  one I n d i a n  and Lewis 

sho t  another .  T h i s  was t h e  o n l y  f a t a l  encounter between t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  and 

t h e  r e d  men. 

The separate groups under Lewis and C l a r k  reached t h e i r  rendezvous 

near t h e  mouth o f  t h e  Yel lowstone w i t h i n  n i n e  days o f  each o t h e r  and j o i n e d  

f o r c e s  on August 12. Cons ider ing  t h e  d i s tances  i n v o l v e d  and t h e  un- 

exp lo red  t e r r a i n ,  t h i s  was a  r a t h e r  remarkable f e a t .  Cont inu ing  down 

M issou r i  R iver ,  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  September, 1806, t h e  e x p l o r e r s  began 

t o  meet t r a d e r s  ascending t h e  f , l i s sou r i .  A t  t h e  1  i t t l e  v i l l a g e  o f  La 

Chare t te ,  near which Dan ie l  Boone was now 1  i v i n g ,  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  r ece i ved  

w i t h  aston ishment  a p a r t y  o f  men who had been g i v e n  up as l o s t  and had 

been a lmos t  f o r g o t t e n .  Great  r e j o i c i n g  was shown upon t h e i r  a r r i v a l  a t  

S t .  Lou i s  where t h e  journey  was completed, and a  d i n n e r  and b a l l  were g i v e n  

i n  t h e i r  honor. 

Mer iwether  Lewis became governor o f  t h e  T e r r i t o r y  o f  Lou is iana  i n  

1807 and r e t a i n e d  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  u n t i l  October,  1809, when he e i t h e r  

committed s u i c i d e  o r  was murdered as he was j ou rney ing  eastward across 

Tennessee. W i l l i a m  C l a r k  spent  t h e  remainder o f  h i s  l i f e ,  u n t i l  h i s  dea th  



i n  1838, west o f  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  as I n d i a n  agent ,  governor  o f  M i s s o u r i  

T e r r i t o r y ,  and supe r i n t enden t  o f  I n d i a n  a f f a i r s .  1  

For  v a r i o u s  reasons, i t  was severa l  yea rs  be fo re  t h e  p u b l i c  r e -  

ce ived  an adequate accoun t  o f  t h e  exper iences and d i s c o v e r i e s  o f  t h e  

Lewis  and C l a r k  p a r t y .  Furthermore, no immediate use was made o f  t h e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  thus  acqu i r ed .  Yet t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  i s  one o f  t h e  most s i g n -  

i f i c a n t  and remarkable  achievements i n  t h e  rea lm o f  geograph ica l  

e x p l o r a t i o n ,  and i t  assumed g r e a t  impor tance l a t e r  when i t  was made one 

o f  t h e  bases o f  t h e  c l a i m  o f  t h e  Un i t ed  S ta tes  t o  t h e  Oregon c o u n t r y .  A l so ,  

t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r t y  w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n  t r i b e s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  

Salmon Bas in  and w i t h  o t h e r  western t r i b e s  had a  p ro found  e f f e c t .  on t h e  

f u t u r e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o f  these  I n d i a n s  w i t h  t h e  w h i t e  man. 

I The romance su r round ing  t h e  p a r t  t h a t  Sacajawea p layed  i n  t h e  
success o f  t h e  Lewis and C l a r k  E x p e d i t i o n  has l e d  t o  ~nuch resea rch  t o  
de te rmine  what happened t o  t h e  young I n d i a n  woman a f t e r  she was 1 e f t  w i t h  
her  husband, Charbonneau, a t  t h e  illandan I n d i a n  v i l  l ages .  When O t t e r  
Woman, ano ther  Shoshoni w i f e  o f  Charbonneau, d i e d  i n  1812, i t  was e r -  
r oneous l y  b e l i e v e d  f o r  n e a r l y  90 yea rs  t h a t  she was t h e  I n d i a n  woman who 
had accompanied Lewis and C l a r k .  Perhaps t h e  most exhaus t i ve  r esea rch  
i n t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  was made by Dr .  Grace Raymond Hebard, f o r m e r l y  a  p r o f -  
essor  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wyoming. A f t e r  d e v o t i n g  a  q u a r t e r  o f  a  c e n t u r y  
t o  t h e  work, she pub l i shed  a  book e n t i t l e d  "Sacajawea", which i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t ,  a f t e r  r e s i d i n g  a t  seve ra l  p laces  i n  t h e  West, Sacajawea d i e d  i n  
1884 and was b u r i e d  on t h e  Wind R i v e r  I n d i a n  Rese rva t i on  i n  Wyoming. 



I V .  THE FUR TRADER, THE MISSIONARY, 

AND THE MINER 

The Lewis and C l a r k  Exped i t i on  o f  1804-1806 was soon f o l l owed  by 

t he  f u r  t r a d e  f r a t e r n i t y  - t h e  Hudson's Bay Company, t h e  No r th  West 

Company and John Jacob A s t o r ' s  adventurers .  F o r t s  and pos ts  were b u i l t  

and co~.nmunications were e s t a b l  i shed between t h e  I nd ians  and t h e  t r appe rs  

who t r ave rsed  t h e  r i v e r  v a l l e y s  and mountain passes seek ing beaver. 

Others probed t h e  area. The Nez Perce I nd ians  were a  t r a n q u i l  and 

d o c i l e  people, a v o i d i n g  h o s t i l i t y  w i t h  t he  i n t r u d e r s  and yea rn ing  f o r  

s p i r i t u a l  en l igh tment .  M i ss i ona r i es  were sen t  f o r ,  and beginn ing i n  1834, 

Lee, Parker ,  Whitman, Spald ing,  Gray, De Smet and o t h e r s  streamed i n t o  t he  

P a c i f i c  I4orthwest. [18] 

Gold was d iscovered  on t h e  Nez Perce I n d i a n  Reserva t ion  i n  1860 and 

t h e  news soon spread t o  t h e  s ~ ~ r r o u n d i n g  reg ion .  T h i s  p r e c i p i t a t e d  a  r u s h  

t o  P i e r c e  which was fo l lowed by f e v e r i s h  p rospec t i ng  throughout  c e n t r a l  

Idaho and t h e  es tab l i shment  o f  m in ing  camps a t  El k  City, Florence, Warrens, 

Leesburg and i n  o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s .  

The Fur Trader  

O f f i c i a l  e x p l o r e r s  d i d  much t o  acqua in t  Americans w i t h  t he  Far  

West d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t he  n i ne teen th  cen tu ry .  But, w i t h  a  few 

except ions,  these o f f i c i a l  exp lo re r s  were preceded by a  hos t  o f  t r appe rs  

and t r a d e r s  i n  f u r s  who, i n  t h e  words o f  Hiram M. Chi t tenden,  "sought o u t  

these i n h o s p i t a b l e  w i l d s ,  t r aced  t he  streams t o  t h e i r  sources, sca led t h e  

mountain passes, and exp lo red  a  boundless expanse o f  t e r r i t o r y  where t he  

f o o t  o f  t h e  w h i t e  man had never t rodden be fo re " .  The f u r  t r a d e  o f  t h e  

w h i t e  man armed t h e  I nd ians  and enr iched  them w i t h  manufactured goods which 

r a i s e d  them t o  a  new p o s i t i o n  o f  power and i n f l u e n c e ,  w h i l e  a t  t he  same 

t ime they  became enmeshed i n  f o r c e s  t h a t  would u l t i m a t e l y  c r u s h  them. 

Al though f rom t ime  t o  t ime  t h e r e  were perhaps a  dozen f u r  companies 

i nvo l ved  i n  t h e  western f u r  t r a d e  rang ing  f rom smal l  t o  l a r g e  i n  s i z e  and 

scope o f  opera t ions ,  t h r e e  o f  t h e  l a r g e r  companies were t h e  p r i n c i p l e  

con tes tan t s  f o r  t h e  f u r  t r a d e  o f  t he  P a c i f i c  Northwest.  These were t he  

Hudson's Bay Company, t h e  No r th  West Company, and t he  P a c i f i c  Fur Company. 



The f i r s t  of these, "The Governor and Company of Adventurers of 

England Trading into Hudson Bay", was chartered by King Charles I1 in 1670, 

following the voyages of Pierre Esprit Radisson and Medard Chouart, l a t e r  

known as Sieur des Groseillers.  No one understood how vast and rich was 

the te r r i tory  which lay beyond Hudson Bay and was granted in the charter .  

Not only the "whole trade" b u t  the possession, succession, government and 

defense of th is  region of u n k n o w n  extent was turned over t o  the Company. 

Two centuries 1 a te r  , "The Honorable Hudson ' s Bay Company" re1 inqi~ished i t s  

t e r r i to r i a l  t i t l e  t o  Canada, retaining only i t s  commercial r ights  and, a t  

the request of the government, one-twentieth of Rupert's Land as a guarantee 

of i t s  assistance in transferring the authority which i t  held over the 

Indian population. 

I n i t i a l l y ,  the Hudson's Bay Company traded with the Indians by the 

establishment of a ser ies  of "factories" along the shoreline of Hudson Bay. 

The Indians were induced t o  periodical ly ,  usual ly once each year,  bring 

the i r  accumulation of pel ts  to  a factory where an exchange was made for  

British goods.1 Later, t h i s  manner of trading was modified t o  meet 

competition from other companies who did the i r  trading in the Indian villages 

and transported the furs  t o  the i r  base of operations. The Hudson's Bay 

Company s t i l l  car r ies  on - the oldest commercial enterprise on the North 

American continent, dating back more than two and one-half centuries to i t s  

chartering in 1670. 

A t  an early date,  French s e t t l e r s  in the S t .  Lawrence valley pene- 

trated the western wilderness to trade for  furs  with the Indians. After 

the capture of Montreal in 1760, British traders entered the f i e l d .  

Through a system of licensing, the French had exercised a measure of control 

over t h i s  trading by giving each trader a monopoly in his d i s t r i c t .  The 

independent traders were forbidden t o  deal with the Indians a t  any place 

except cer tain native villages and  government posts, where there were super- 

intendents with the authority of peace of f icers .  The English abolished 

'of ten,  when the Indians had used u p  the furs they had brought 
in for  trade, they were permitted t o  obtain additional goods on c red i t .  
This placed them in the position of vassals t o  the company, a s i tuat ion 
which eventually led t o  trouble. 



e x c l u s i v e  p r i v i l e g e s ,  and re1  axed t h e  system o f  superintendence, which 

r e s u l t e d  i n  a  pe r i od  o f  unscrupulous compe t i t i on  i n  which t he  I nd ians  

were co r rup ted  w i t h  1  iquor ,  business was r u i n e d  by p r i c e  c u t t i n g ,  and 

t h e r e  was cons iderab le  bloodshed. T h i s  s i t u a t i o n  l e d  groups o f  t r a d e r s  t o  

organize,  and t h e  No r th  West Company came i n t o  ex i s tence  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  

1783-1 784 y i  t h  headquarters a t  Montreal  . 
The Nor th  West Company operated by e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  number o f  t r a d i n g  

pos t s  t o  which t he  va r i ous  t r a d e r s  brought  t h e  f u r s  f o r  which they  had 

t raded  i n  t h e  I n d i a n  v i l l a g e s .  Because most o f  eas te rn  and c e n t r a l  Canada 

i s  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  w e l l  s u i t e d  t o  water t r a v e l ,  a lmost  a l l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  

f u r s  was undertaken by t h e  use o f  l a r g e  canoes o r  "York" boats .  The p i c t u r -  

esque boatmen were c a l l  ed "voyageurs", a1 though t h e  f l a g  o f  France had 

l ong  ago dis?ippeared f rom America. A  we1 1  -known ~nerliber o f  t h e  N o r t h  West 

Company was Alexander IYackenzie who, i n  1793, completed h i s  remarkable 

over land  e x p e d i t i o n  across Canada t o  t he  P a c i f i c  and became t h e  f i r s t  w h i t e  

person t o  c ross  t h e  c o n t i n e n t  n o r t h  o f  Mexico. I n  1821, a f t e r  yea rs  o f  

r i v a l r y ,  t h e  Nor th  West Company was absorbed by t he  Hudson's Bay Company. 

The American Fur Company, which was mere ly  t h e  business name o f  t h e  

g r e a t e s t  f i g u r e  i n  t h e  American f u r  t r a d e  - John Jacob As to r  - was 

cha r te red  i n  1808. Born i n  Waldorf, Germany, As to r  went t o  London i n  1779 

and landed i n  t h e  Un i t ed  S ta tes  i n  1784 w i t h  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  25 d o l l a r s  i n  

cash and a  s tock  o f  seven f l u t e s  w i t h  which t o  s t a r t  bus iness.  Aboard t he  

s h i p  on which he s a i l e d  were a  number o f  Hudson's Bay Company men and a  

young German who had been engaged i n  t he  f u r  t rade .  John Jacob was much 

fasc ina ted  by t he  t a l e s  he heard from these men o f  t he  adventure and p r o f i t s  

of  t h e  t r a d e  i n  f u r s .  Dur ing  t h e  succeeding 15 years  he made f r equen t  

journeys - in to  t he  w i l d s  and t o  Montrea l ,  where he made the  acquaintance o f  

ma.ny o f  t h e  veterans o f  t h e  Nor th  West Company. Thus, through personal 

exper ience and a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  men o f  wide knowledge, he learned  t h e  f u r  

t r a d e  i n  a l l  i t s  d e t a i l s .  No s t o r y  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  achievement i s  more s t r i k i n g  

than t h a t  o f  t he  manner i n  which, by t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  cen tu ry ,  he made h imse l f  

t he  g r e a t e s t  f u r  merchant i n  t he  Un i t ed  S ta tes ,  w i t h  a  f l e e t  o f  sh ips  engaged 

i n  t h e  t r ade  o f  t h e  P a c i f i c  coas t  and o f  China. [7] 

The China market was open t o  an American p o s t  on t he  Columbia 

and A s t o r  dreamed o f  a  base o f  opera t ions  a t  which f u r s  cou ld  be gathered 



by t r a p p i n g  and by t r a d e  w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n s  o f  t h e  Nor thwest .  H i s  p l a n  

was t o  s h i p  t h e  p e l t s  t o  China where t hey  c o u l d  be exchanged a t  a  p r o f i t  

f o r  tea,  s i l k s ,  and o t h e r  goods, which cou ld  then  be s o l d  a t  a  second 

p r o f i t  i n  t h e  home markets  on t h e  A t l a n t i c  coas t .  An e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  o f  

h i s  scheme was an ove r l and  r o u t e  t o  t h e  S ta tes ,  f o r  q u i c k  communicat ion.  

The e x p e d i t i o n  o f  Lewis and C l a r k  had proved t h a t  t h i s  was f e a s i b l e ,  and 

A s t o r  planned a  c h a i n  o f  pos t s  t o  connect  t h e  Columbia w i t h  t h e  r l l ' ssour i .  

He named t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  ven tu re  t h e  P a c i f i c  Fur  Company. 

The P a c i f i c  Fur  Company ven tu re  was t h e  o n l y  r e a l  f a i l u r e  o f  A s t o r ' s  

c a r e e r .  The e n t e r p r i s e  was sound i n  eve ry  r e s p e c t  and 1  i k e l y  would have 

succeeded i f  t h e r e  had been no war i n  1812. Two c i rcumstances l e d  t o  t h e  

f a i l u r e ,  b u t  t hey  g a i n  t h e i r  i r r~por tance s o l e l y  by reason o f  t h e  war. A s t o r  

was o b l i g e d  t o  employ exper ienced men; so h i s  personnel  was l a r g e l y  Canadian. 

He wished t o  have t h e  N o r t h  \Jest Company as  an a s s o c i a t e  r a t h e r  than  as a  

compe t i t o r ;  so he had t o  u n f o l d  h i s  p l ans  i n  o f f e r i n g  them an i n t e r e s t  i n  

t h e  e n t e r p r i s e .  The r e s u l t  was t h a t  t h e  Canadian company s e c r e t l y  t r i e d  

t o  r each  t h e  mouth o f  t h e  Columbia f i r s t .  They f a i l e d  i n  t h i s ,  b u t  t h e y  

were i n  t h e  Columbia V a l l e y ,  and when war was dec la red ,  A s t o r ' s  a l i e n  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  r e a d i l y  came t o  terms and surrendered t h e  p r o p e r t y  t o  t h e  

No r '  LJesters. A s t o r ' s  p a r t n e r s  were A lexander  Mackay, Duncan Mci lougal l  , 
Donald McKenzie, Dav id  S t u a r t  and Wi lson  P r i c e  Hunt.  [13] The P a c i f i c  Fur  

Company was purchased by t h e  I j o r t h  West Company a t  A s t o r i a  i n  1813. 

The h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  P a c i f i c  Nor thwes t  as a permanent abode o f  w h i t e  

men begins w i t h  Dav id  Thompson. I n  1784, as a  15-year -o ld  l a d  he was 

app ren t i ced  f o r  seven yea rs  t o  t h e  Hudson's Bay Company a f t e r  o b t a i n i n g  a  

good educa t i on  i n  mathematics,  geography, astronomy, and n a v i g a t i o n .  A1 - 
though h i s  d u t i e s  were c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  f u r  t r a d e  w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n s ,  h i s  

main i n t e r e s t  was i n  mapping t h e  h i t h e r t o  unchar ted  w i l de rness  of Canada, 

an a c t i v i t y  which,  i n  t h e  ensuing years ,  would b r i n g  him fame as one of 

t h e  Wor l d ' s  g r e a t  geographers.  The d i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  Hudson's Bay Company 

i n  London l ea rned  t o  have con f i dence  i n  h i s  e x p l o r a t i o n s ,  b u t  he found h i s  

e f f o r t s  f r u s t r a t e d  by h i s  s u p e r i o r  a t  York Fac to r y ,  who f i n a l l y  o rdered  

him t o  s t o p  su rvey ing  and t o  c o n f i n e  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  t r a d i n g .  Thompson's 

c u r r e n t  term o f  s e r v i c e  e x p i r e d  i n  1797, and, a f t e r  13 yea rs  w i t h  t h e  o l d  

Company, he went ove r  t o  t h e  Idor'  Westers who were g l a d  t o  make use o f  h i s  

r a r e  t a l  en ts .  



A t  f i r s t ,  Thompson was employed i n  t h e  work t h a t  he l i k e d  best,  

b u t  t h e  I i o r t h  West Company was n o t  unmindfu l  o f  h i s  a b i l i t y  as a  t r a d e r ,  

and an arrangement was made by which he combined business w i t h  survey ing.  

I t  was decided t o  extend t h e  f u r  t r a d e  west o f  t h e  Rockies and Thompson 

was p laced i n  charge o f  t h e  p a r t i e s  which were t o  c ross  t h e  mountains.  

Dur ing  t h e  n e x t  few years ,  he and h i s  assoc ia tes ,  m o s t l y  French-Canadian 

and h a l f b l o o d  t r appe rs  f r om eas te rn  and c e n t r a l  Canada, t r a v e l e d  t h e  

streams and t r a i l s  o f  t h e  upper Columbia Basin,  g e n e r a l l y  e x p l o r i n g  and 

f o l  l ow ing  t h e  main I n d i a n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a r t e r i e s .  Thompson b u i l  t Kootenae 

House near Lake Windermere, i n  1807, and came down t o  Pend O r e i l  l e  Lake i n  

1809 and b u i l t  K u l l y s p e l l  House a t  Sheepherder 's p o i n t  on t h e  n o r t h  shore 

o f  t h e  l ake ,  near Memaloose I s l a n d .  I n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1810, he went down 

Pend O r e i l l e  R i v e r  as f a r  as Box Canyon, where he perce ived  t h a t  t h e r e  was 

no easy passage t o  t h e  Columbia t h a t  way. 

I n  1811, Thompson s t a r t e d  down t h e  Columbia f rom K e t t l e  F a l l s .  The 

purpose o f  h i s  voyage was " t o  exp lo re  t h i s  r i v e r  i n  o rder  t o  open o u t  a  

passage f o r  t h e  i n t e r i o r  t r a d e  w i t h  t h e  P a c i f i c  Ocean". The u n d e r l y i n g  

m o t i f  was t o  reach  t h e  mouth o f  t h e  Columbia f i r s t  and t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  

B r i t i s h  c l a i m .  On t h e  way he v i s i t e d  w i t h  t h e  Walla Wal la I n d i a n s  who 

gave him t h e  d i s h e a r t e n i n g  news o f  t h e  passage o f  t h e  Lewis and C l a r k  

E x p e d i t i o n  th rough t h e  r e g i o n  i n  1805 and 1806. A t  a  carrip oppos i t e  John 

Day R i ve r  he learned  o f  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  A s t o r ' s  e x p e d i t i o n  a t  t h e  mouth o f  

t h e  r i v e r .  When he a r r i v e d  a t  A s t o r i a ,  Duncan McDougall gave t h e  r a t h e r  

unwelcome v i s i t o r  a  most h o s p i t a b l e  en te r ta inment .  D isappo in ted  i n  h i s  

endeavor t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  p r i o r  c l a i m  f o r  Columbia R i ve r  f u r  t rade ,  Thompson 

now sought t o  keep t h e  Americans o u t  o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  by p a i n t i n g  a  d i s -  

courag i  ng p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  and by announcing t h a t  t h e  t ior 'Westers 

had decided t o  abandon t h e  t e r r i t o r y  west o f  t h e  mountains.  There would 

be no c o m p e t i t i o n  i f  t h e  Americans would agree n o t  t o  encroach upon No r th  

West commerce on t h e  eas t  s i de .  However, t h e  A s t o r i a n s  had rece i ved  a  

more f a v o r a b l e  account  o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  f rom t h e  I nd ians  and were n o t  

deceived. Thompson soon depar ted  on h i s  r e t u r n  t r i p ,  t r a v e l  i n g  t o  Spokane 

House v i a  Columbia, Snake, and Palouse r i v e r s .  He completed h i s  survey 

of  t h e  Columbia, and w i t h  o t h e r  NorlWesters f rom Canada coming i n t o  t h e  

Columbia Basin t o  con t i nue  t h e  f u r  t r a d e  Thompson had begun, he l e f t  t h e  

r e g i o n  i n  1812. 



John Jacob A s t o r ' s  p lans  f o r  es tab l  i s h i n g  a  f u r  t r a d e  i n  t he  I jo r thwes t  

i n v o l v e d  two e x p e d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  P a c i f i c  coas t ,  one t o  go by sea and t h e  

o t h e r  t o  go over land .  E a r l y  i n  September, 1810, t h e  Tonquin, a  s h i p  o f  290 

tons,  s a i l e d  f r om New York t o  t h e  mouth o f  Columbia R i v e r  by way o f  t h e  

Sandwich (Hawai ian) I s l a n d s .  A f t e r  some de lays  i n  c r o s s i n g  t h e  ba r  t o  e n t e r  

t h e  Columbia, a  s i t e  was chosen on t h e  sou thern  bank o f  t h e  r i v e r  and t h e  

men began t he  e r e c t i o n  o f  a  p o s t  which was c a l l e d  A s t o r i a .  I n  a  subsequent 

voyage t o  Vancouver I s l a n d ,  t h e  Tonquin was boarded by I n d i a n s  who, a t  a  

s i g n a l ,  k i l l e d  a l l  b u t  f i v e  o f  t h e  22 men on board. Four o f  t h e  rema in ing  

f i v e  escaped b u t  were l a t e r  hunted down and t o r t u r e d  t o  death.  When t h e  

I n d i a n s  at tempted t o  l o o t  t h e  sh ip ,  t h e  l o n e  s u r v i v o r  f i r e d  t h e  powder 

magazine and t h e  Tonquin was blown t o  b i t s .  

Meanwhile, t h e  ove r l and  e x p e d i t i o n  was making i t s  way westward under 

t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  Wi lson P r i c e  Hunt. He was accompanied by Donald McKenzie, 

Ramsay Crooks, Joseph M i l l e r ,  Rober t  IYcClel l a n ,  and John Reed. Hunt had 

expected t o  c o n t i n u e  up t h e  M i s s o u r i  t o  i t s  headwaters and f o l l o w  i n  genera l  

t h e  r o u t e  o f  Lewis  and C l a r k .  A t  t h e  I n d i a n  v i l l a g e s  i n  t h e  p l a i n s ,  however, 

a  change o f  p l a n  was made, owing t o  t h e  dangers o f  a  passage th rough t h e  

c o u n t r y  o f  t h e  B l a c k f e e t .  Horses were secured and t h e  p a r t y  resumed t h e  

j ou rney  on l and .  The r o u t e  l e d  th rough t h e  B ighorn  Mountains,  up Wind 

R i ve r ,  across t o  t he  headwaters o f  Green R i v e r ,  thence t o  t h e  Snake and 

down t h e  Snake and t h e  Columbia t o  A s t o r i a ,  which was reached e a r l y  i n  1812. 

The l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  H u n t ' s  ove r l and  j ou rney  was c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by 

t e r r i b l e  hardsh ips  and t h e  l o s s  o f  seve ra l  men. From t h e  moment when Snake 

R i v e r  was reached, most o f  t h e  p a r t y  was anx ious t o  proceed by water ,  and 

Hunt f i n a l l y  consented t o  e n t r u s t i n g  t h e i r  f o r t u n e s  t o  t h e  dangerous stream. 

The horses were l e f t  i n  t h e  c a r e  o f  I nd ians ,  and 15 canoes were b u i l t .  A f t e r  

n i n e  days o f  g r a d u a l l y  i n c r e a s i n g  fo rebod ings ,  t h e  f i r s t  wreck occu r red  near  

Twin F a l l s .  One man was l o s t ,  and t h e  p a r t y  became tho rough l y  dismayed. 

The banks were exp lo red  f o r  40 m i l e s  w i t h  d i scou rag ing  r e s u l t s  and f o u r  more 

canoes were l o s t  on a  t r i a l  t r i p .  I t  was f i n a l l y  dec ided t h a t  t h e  r i v e r  

was unnavigable.  

The p a r t y  d i s i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  seve ra l  despera te  groups t h a t  t r i e d  t o  

f o r c e  t h e i r  way nor thward toward t h e  Columbia t h rough  t h e  immense, l a v a -  

bound He1 1s Canyon o f  t h e  Snake. Most o f  them had s u f f e r e d  g r e a t l y  and, 



a f t e r  t u r n i n g  back, had found an a l t e r n a t e  r o u t e  t o  t he  Columbia over 

Oregon's Blue Mountains.  Bu t  11 men, thanks p r i n c i p a l l y  t o  t he  f o r c e f u l  

l e a d e r s h i p  o f  Donald McKenzie, had g o t t e n  through p a r t  o f  Snake R i v e r  

canyon and f i n a l l y  reached t he  lower  Columbia by t r a v e l i n g  th rough t h e  Nez 

Perce coun t ry .  The r o u t e  o f  these men, who were t he  f i r s t  w h i t e  people 

t o  t r a v e r s e  western Idaho between Boise and Salmon r i v e r s ,  has been t h e  

s u b j e c t  o f  much specu la t i on .  A c t u a l l y ,  they s t a r t e d  as t h r e e  groups, had 

come toge ther ,  and a t  some p o i n t  below t h e  con f luence  o f  snake and Weiser 

r i v e r s  i n  southwestern Idaho had decided t h a t  they  would have a b e t t e r  

chance o f  s u r v i v a l  i f  they  s p l i t  i n t o  sma l le r  p a r t i e s  aga in  and took  d i f -  

f e r e n t  r o u t e s .  Seeking t h e  "F la theads"  by which t hey  meant t he  Nez Perce 

and F la thead peoples whom they  knew vaguely  l i v e d  n o r t h  o f  where they  were 

and whom Lewis and C l a r k  had repo r ted  were f r i e n d l y  and w e l l  p rov is ioned ,  

one group under Rober t  McClel l a n  l e f t  t h e  Snake and c l imbed nor theas tward ly  

over  t he  mountains. Two o t h e r  groups under McKenzie and John Reed con t inued  

i n t o  t he  g r e a t  canyon o f  t he  Snake b u t  a f t e r  a  w h i l e  a1 so c l  imbed t h e  

mountains and managed t o  r e j o i n  M c C l e l l a n ' s  p a r t y  somewhere a long  t he  d i v i d e  

between t h e  Snake and t he  Weiser. Together again,  t hey  proceeded across 

rugged coun t ry ,  pass ing west o f  Paye t te  Lake, and e v e n t u a l l y  a r r i v e d  a t  

L i t t l e  Salmon R i v e r ,  which t h e  I nd ians  c a l l e d  t h e  Mulpah. (See F igu re  10  i n  

Appendix.) Up t o  then, t hey  had t r a v e l e d  21 days i n  t h e  w i l d s ,  1  i v i n g  on 

f i v e  beaver and two mountain goats  t h a t  t hey  had sho t .  Now on t h e  L i t t l e  

Salmon the  go ing  was eas ie r ,  and i t  took  them w i t h o u t  f u r t h e r  d i f f i c u l t y  t o  

t he  canyon o f  t he  main Salmon where, ragged and s t a r v i n g ,  t hey  f i n a l l y  

reached t h e  southern~i ios t Nez Perce s e t t l  ements . 
It i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  one o r  a l l  o f  t h e  groups had descended f rom the  

mountains t o  t h e  upper v a l l e y  o f  Weiser R i ve r  somewhat sou th  o f  t he  L i t t l e  

Salmon and f o r  p a r t  o f  t h e  way had f o l l owed  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  easy r o u t e  o f  

p resen t  U. S. 95. I t  was an a n c i e n t  I n d i a n  rou te ,  and a f t e r  t hey  had 

reached t h e  Columbia, McKenzie and h i s  men must have f e l  t so s u r e l y  t h a t  

they had found a passable way between t he  Clearwater  and t h e  Shoshoni 

c o u n t r y  o f  sou thern  Idaho t h a t  they  soon sen t  Reed back over i t ,  and 

McKenzie h i m s e l f  used i t  i n  l a t e r  days. 

I n  a  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  t h e i r  se rv i ces  t o  Lewis and C la r k ,  t he  Nez Perces 

gave t h e  men food  and guided them t o  Clearwater  R i ve r .  They fash ioned 



canoes on t h e  C learwate r  and con t i nued  t h e i r  t r i p  by water ,  r e a c h i n g  t h e  

l owe r  Columbia a  month ahead o f  t h e  B lue  Mounta in  groups and n o t i n g  t h a t  

t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  a r r i v e d  A s t o r i a n s  had a l r e a d y  e rec ted  a  f o r t .  [32:] 

I n  August 181 2, McKenzie reappeared up Snake R i v e r  t o  e s t a b l  i s h  

a  t r a d i n g  p o s t  f o r  t h e  Nez Perces on t h e  n o r t h  bank o f  C learwate r  R i v e r  

o p p o s i t e  t h e  p resen t  c i t y  o f  Lewis ton,  Idaho.  There was no reason t o  doubt  

t h e  success o f  t h e  ven tu re .  The A s t o r i a n s  had d i scove red  unhapp i l y  t h a t  

t h e  N o r t h  West Company was a l r e a d y  do ing  bus iness w i t h  many i n l a n d  t r i b e s ,  

and t h a t  i n  most areas t h e  Americans would have t o  compete w i t h  a  w e l l -  

e s t a b l i s h e d  o p p o s i t i o n .  S t i l l ,  l+ lcKenziels unde r t ak i ng  was a  f a i l u r e .  The 

lNez Perces bad l y  wanted h i s  goods, b u t  those  a r t i c l e s  were a v a i l a b l e  o n l y  

i n  exchange f o r  beaver s k i n s .  These people  had n e i t h e r  t h e  exper ience  

no r  t h e  i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  wander abou t  t r a p p i n g  beaver.  The d i f f i c u l t ,  y e a r -  

around r o u t i n e  o f  g e t t i n g  enough t o  e a t  r e q u i r e d  a l l  t h e i r  t i m e  and 

a t t e n t i o n ,  t h e y  s a i d .  McKenzie s e n t  o u t  h i s  own men t o  t r a p  t h e  nearby 

streams, b u t  t hey  had 1  i t t l e  l u c k .  F i n a l l y ,  i n  d i s g u s t ,  he abandoned t h e  

p o s t .  

I n  J u l y  o f  1818, as an  employee o f  t h e  N o r t h  West Company, i4cKenzie 

e s t a b l i s h e d  a  p o s t  near  t h e  niouth o f  Wal la Wal la  R i v e r .  A t  f i r s t ,  t h e  

new es tab l i shmen t  was c a l l e d  F o r t  Ilez Perces - a  niisnomer, as t h e  I n d i a n s  

i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  were Wal la Wal las  and Cayuses. L a t e r  t h e  name was changed 

t o  F o r t  Wal la  Wa l la .  

McKenzie l e d  l a r g e  f u r  t r a p p i n g  and t r a d i n g  b r i gades  i n t o  Snake 

R i v e r  c o u n t r y  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  f rom 1818 t o  1822. Some o f  h i s  t r a p p e r s  

pene t ra ted  t h e  f o r e s t e d  areas as f a r  as Chamberlain Bas in  i n  Salmon R i v e r  

watershed. One o f  h i s  most t r u s t w o r t h y  t r a p p e r s  was F ranco i s  Paye t te ,  

a  ha l f - b reed  Canadian. Paye t t e  was a  member o f  seve ra l  f u r  t r a p p i n g  and 

t r a d i n g  e x p e d i t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  Snake R i v e r  c o u n t r y  ove r  a  span o f  

18  yea rs  and f o r  many yea rs  a f t e rwa rd  was c h i e f  t r a d e r  a t  F o r t  Bo ise .  

Paye t t e  R i v e r  i n  southwestern Idaho was named f o r  him. [59] 

Wh i le  t h e  Canadians were encroaching on t h e  P a c i f i c  Nor thwes t  f u r  

t r a d e  area f r om t h e  n o r t h ,  t h e  Americans were pushing i n t o  t h e  same 

area f rom t h e  e a s t .  Trappers  o f  t h e  M i s s o u r i  Fur  Company d i scove red  t h e  

South Pass, and one o f  t h e i r  l eade rs ,  Andrew Henry, b u i l t  a  p o s t  i n  1810 

i n  sou theas te rn  Idaho, wh ich  was a f t e r w a r d s  c a l l e d  F o r t  Henry.  I t  was used 



l e s s  t h a n  a  y e a r .  I n  1822, t h e  Rocky Mounta in  Fur  Company was o rgan ized ,  

w i t h  Henry s t i l l  a c t i v e ,  and s e n t  a  famous g roup  o f  h u n t e r s  t o  t h e  

Rock ies .  They ga the red  each y e a r  a t  t h e  Green R i v e r  Rendezvous. The 

Hudson's Bay Company e x p e d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  Snake c o u n t r y  began t o  come i n  

c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  American t r a p p e r s  as  e a r l y  as  1824. The Snake c o u n t r y  was 

t h e  f i r s t  d i s p u t e d  ground i n  t h e  American advance upon Oregon. V a r i o u s  

t r a d i n g  houses were e s t a b l  i s h e d  by t h e  company s o u t h  o f  t h e  Columbia.  Most 

o f  them were n o t  f o r t s ,  b u t  F o r t  B o i s e  was b u i l t  i n  1834, and F o r t  H a l l  was 

purchased f r o m  N a t h a n i e l  Wyeth i n  1837. [13] A  l i v e l y  c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  f u r  

t r a d e  l ' l ou r i shed  i n  Snake R i v e r  B a s i n  f o r  a  s c o r e  o f  y e a r s ,  accompanied by 

s t r a i n e d  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  some o f  t h e  I n d i a n  t r i b e s  f r o m  t-ime t o  t i m e .  

F u r  t r a d e r s  e v e n t u a l l y  began t o  e n t e r  t h e  upper Salmon B a s i n  t h r o u g h  

Lewis  and C l a r k ' s  Lemhi Pass. Hudson's Bay Company e x p e d i t i o n s  f r o m  

F l a t h e a d  House on C l a r k  Fork  found t h e  Lemhi Pass r o u t e  an i d e a l  way t o  

g e t  t o  t h e  upper  Snake and on  t o  Bear R i v e r  o r  Green R i v e r .  G e n e r a l l y ,  

t h e y  s tayed  c l e a r  of  a l l  b u t  t h e  f r i n g e s  o f  t ' : e  Salmon R i v e r  mounta ins  u n t i l  

t h e y  had n e a r l y  exhausted t h e  beaver r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  Snake 

c o u n t r y .  However, as e a r l y  as  1822, M iche l  Bourdon and t h e  Hudson's Bay 

Company Snake e x p e d i t i o n  d i s c o v e r e d  Round Val 1  ey, t h e  1  o c a t i o n  o f  p r e s e n t  

C h a l l i s .  H o s t i l e  B l a c k f e e t  made these  e a r l y  j o u r n e y s  hazardous, b u t  i n  1823 

F inan  McDonald sound ly  d e f e a t e d  a  menacing B l a c k f o o t  band i n  a  h a r d - f o u g h t  

b a t t l e  on t h e  Lemhi and t h e s e  a d v e r s a r i e s  suddenly  grew much more r e s p e c t -  

f u l  o f  t h e  w h i t e  man's s t r e n g t h .  

A lexander  ROSS,  who succeeded McDonald as  1  eader of  t h e  Snake e x p e d i t i o n  

i n  1824, had l e s s  t r o u b l e  w i t t i  t h e  B l a c k f e e t .  He p e n e t r a t e d  much f a r t h e r  

i n t o  t h e  upper Salmon c o u n t r y .  Ross h i m s e l f  reached S t a n l e y  Bas in ,  and 

some o f  h i s  Inen examined p a r t  of t h e  unexp lo red  Salmon R i v e r  mounta ins  as  

w e l l .  (See F i g u r e  13 i n  Appendix)  They found 1  i t t l e  t o  encourage f u r  

h u n t i n g .  

I n d i c a t i o n s  o f  f u r  t r a p p i n g  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  Sawtooth range  

- immediately a f t e r  1824 a r e  few indeed.  An 1826 p a r t y  o f  w h i t e  men, l e d  

perhaps by W i l l  iam L .  Sub1 e t t e  and Dav id  E.  Jackson, t r a v e r s e d  much o f  

t h e  same Bo i  se-Payette-Wood r i v e r  c o u n t r y  t h a t  Ross had gone t h r o u g h  i n  

1824; some o f  them may have wandered i n t o  Stan1 ey Bas in ,  a1 though r e c o r d s  

t o  show d e t a i l s  such as  t h a t  a r e  e n t i r e l y  l a c k i n g .  [29] 



Peter  Skene Ogden's Snake b r i gade  t r a v e l e d  t h e  r e g u l a r  upper 

Salmon r o u t e  a  t i m e  o r  two, and Thomas McKay spent  p a r t  o f  t h e  hard w i n t e r  

o f  1827-1828 w i t h  a  group o f  B r i t i s h  t r appe rs  snowbound on Pahsimeroi  

R i v e r .  (See F i g u r e  14 i n  Appendix.) They n a t u r a l l y  had no chance t o  g e t  

o u t  t o  do much e x p l o r i n g .  [28] I n  1831, an American Fur  Company e x p e d i t i o n  

exp lo red  f r om Bear Val1 ey t o  Long Val 1  ey. 

I n  t h e  yea rs  f o l l o w i n g  McKay's w i n t e r  carrlp on t h e  Pahsimeroi ,  American 

t r a p p e r s  began w i n t e r i n g  i n  a  snug r e t r e a t  i n  t h e  v a l l e y  where t h e  Lerr~hi 

j o i n s  Salmon R i ve r ,  near present-day Salmon, Idaho. Du r i ng  these  p e r i o d s  

t h e  area swarmed w i t h  t r a p p e r s  who 1  i v e d  i n  s k i n  lodges, t r a d e d  f o r  robes 

and d r i e d  meat w i t h  t h e  Shoshoni and F la theads I nd ians ,  gambled w i t h  t h e  

n a t i v e s  i n  ca rd  and s t o c k  games, and j o i n e d  them i n  b o a s t f u l  s t o r y - t e l l  i n g  

sess ions.  

I n  1832, Salmon R i v e r  f i n a l l y  was exp lo red  f rom i t s  source p r a c t i c a l l y  

a l l  o f  t h e  way down. John Work b rought  t h e  r e g u l a r  Hudson's Bay Company 

Snake e x p e d i t i o n  back t o  Salmon R i v e r  l a t e  i n  1831 and found American Fur  

Company mounta in  men s t i l l  camped t h e r e  t r a p p i n g  t h a t  w i n t e r .  Then on 

March 26, 1832, f o u r  o f  Work's men " l e f t  i n  a  smal l  s k i n  canoe t o  descend 

t h e  r i v e r  and hun t  t h e i r  way down." Because t h e  main r i v e r  never  had been 

exp lo red  th rough t h e  deep canyon, t hey  a n t i c i p a t e d  excel  l e n t  t r a p p i n g  a l ong  

untouched streams. Unhappi ly ,  t hey  d i d  n o t  f i n d  a  s i n g l e  beaver. Worse 

s t i l l ,  t h e i r  canoe c o u l d  n o t  ho ld  a1 1  f o u r  men; t hey  had t o  t a k e  t u r n s  w i t h  

two wa l k i ng  o r  c l i m b i n g  a l ong  t h e  p r e c i p i t o u s  banks w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  two 

rode  t h e  canoe down t h e  t reacherous  r i v e r .  A f t e r  more than  a  mon th ' s  hard 

work, t hey  passed th rough t h e  w o r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  canyon. Then, t h e  canoe 

s imp l y  disappeared - excep t  f o r  t h e  paddles which were a l l  t h a t  t h e  two f u r  

hun te rs  wal k i n g  down t h e  bank ever  found. D e s t i t u t e  on t h e  l owe r  r i v e r ,  t h e  

s u r v i v o r s  1  u c k i l y  were rescued by f r i e n d l y  Nez Perce I n d i a n s .  

Unaware f o r  a  t i m e  o f  t h e  c a l a m i t y  on t h e  l owe r  Salmon, Work and t h e  

main p a r t y  crossed f rom South Fork  Bo ise  R i v e r  t o  t h e  head of t h e  Salmon i n  

May, 1832, and exp lo red  t h e  upper s t ream down t o  t h e  p a r t  o f  S t a n l e y  Bas in  

below which Alexander  Ross had t r a c e d  o u t  t h e  r i v e r  i n  1824. A l though t h e  

B r i t i s h  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  gave up t h e  Salmon a l t o g e t h e r ,  r ega rd ing  i t  as 

exhausted o f  beaver, mounta in  men con t i nued  t o  work t h e r e  f o r  a  t ime .  



I n  1832, Capta in  B. L .  E. Bonnev i l l e  took  l eave  f rom t h e  Un i t ed  

S t a t e  Army f o r  a  f l i n g  a t  t h e  f u r  t r ade .  Even though t h e  exhausted s t a t e  

o f  t h e  upper Salmon r e g i o n  was common knowledge, ve te ran  (and r i v a l  ) t r appe rs  

h i g h l y  recommended t he  area t o  t h e  green cap ta in .  He and h i s  men spent 

p a r t  o f  December i n  S tan ley  Basin and, a l though t h e r e  i s  no ment ion o f  beaver, 

t hey  appa ren t l y  enjoyed good hun t ing  and had a  p l easan t  t ime.  [63] Searching 

downstream f o r  s u i t a b l e  w i n t e r  qua r te r s ,  B o n n e v i l l e  chose a  spo t  o n l y  about  

f o u r  m i l e s  below t h e  con f luence  o f  Salmon and Lemhi r i v e r s .  Few f u r s  r e -  

mained f o r  B o n n e v i l l e ' s  men; f o r  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  purposes, t r a p p i n g  on t h e  

Salmon was over  a f t e r  t h e  1832 hunts .  [28] 

A f t e r  an i n i t i a l  t ry  a t  t r a p p i n g  i n  t h e  B l a c k f o o t  coun t r y ,  Nathanie l  

J. Wyeth was i ns t rumen ta l  i n  t he  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  Columbia R i ve r  F i s h i n g  

and Trad ing  Corr~pany [I 31. I n  1834, he c o l l e c t e d  a  p a r t y  o f  men t o  c ross  

t h e  c o n t i n e n t  t o  t h e  P a c i f i c  w i t h  t he  purpose c h i e f l y  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t r a d i n g  

pos ts  beyond t h e  Rocky Mountains and on t h e  coas t .  The s i t e  se lec ted  f o r  

t h e  f i r s t  f o r t  was on t h e  e a s t  bank o f  Snake R i v e r  n i n e  m i l e s  above t he  

mouth o f  Po r tneu f  R i v e r .  It was named f o r  Henry H a l l ,  sen io r  member o f  t h e  

f i r m  f u r n i s h i n g  Wyeth f i n a n c i a l  backing. Corr~peti t i o n  i n  t r a d e  f o r ced  Wyeth 

t o  s e l l  F o r t  Hal 1, which he d i d  i n  1837, t o  t h e  Hudson's Bay Company [47], 

as mentioned on page 47. 

A  change i n  men's h a t  s t y l e s  away f rom the  use o f  beaver sk i ns  and a  

genera l  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  f u r  business i n  t h e  1840 ' s  caused a  gradual  secession 

o f  t r a p p i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t he  West. I n  1855 and 1856, F o r t  Boise and F o r t  

H a l l  were abandoned by t h e  Hudson's Bay Company a1 though t h e  company d i d  n o t  

f u l l y  wi thdraw f rom t h e  t e r r i t o r y  u n t i l  1871. The pass ing o f  t he  g r e a t  

days o f  t h e  f u r  t r a d e  brought  t o  a  c l o s e  one o f  t h e  most f a s c i n a t i n g  phases 

o f  t he  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Far West. The f u r  t r ade rs ,  w i t h  a l l  t h e i r  f a u l t s  and 

short-comings, were t he  p a t h f i n d e r s  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  They marked t h e  

t r a i l s  t h a t  were f o l l owed  by s e t t l e r s .  They b u i l t  t r a d i n g  pos ts  where l a t e r  

appeared t h r i v i n g  towns and c i t i e s .  They knew t h e  I nd ians  b e t t e r  than any 

o t h e r  c l a s s  o f  w h i t e  men who came among them. Whether f o r  good o r  f o r  e v i l ,  

t h e  I nd ians  whom the  s e t t l e r s  encountered were a  race  whose l i f e  and h a b i t s  

had been g r e a t l y  m o d i f i e d  by t h e i r  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  t r a d e r s .  [7] 



The m iss iona ry  

Some o f  t h e  I n d i a n s  o f  t h e  P a c i f i c  Nor thwest  had been d i m l y  aware 

o f  t l i e  w h i t e  man's C h r i s t i a n  b e l i e f s  and p r a c t i c e s  ever  s i nce  t h e  days 

o f  Lewis and C l a r k  and ~ I a v i d  Thompson. Around t h e  e x p l o r e r s '  camps t h e  

I nd ians  had seen some o f  t h e  w h i t e  men a t  p rayer  and had heard them read  

from t h e i r  B i b l e s  and d i scuss  t h e i r  s ing1  e  Grea t  S p i r i t .  C h r i s t i a n i t y  

was f o rn i a l l y  i n t r oduced  between 1812 and 1820 by a  wandering band o f  

I r o q u o i s  f rom t h e  C a t h o l i c  m i ss i on  o f  Caughnawaga near Mont rea l ,  who r e -  

mained and i n t e r m a r r i e d .  From these  seeds o f  r e l i g i o n  sown by laymen, 

b e f o r e  any m iss iona ry  o r g a n i z a t i o n  had planned t o  e n t e r  t h e  Oregon f i e l d ,  

t h e r e  grew a  d e s i r e  among t h e  I n d i a n s  f o r  o f f i c i a l  emissar ies  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  

t h e  "b l ack  robes"  o f  whom they  had been t o l d .  The i n i t i a t i v e  was taken  

by t h e  I n d i a n s  who sen t  a  d e l e g a t i o n  t o  S t .  Lou i s  i n  1831. The p a r t y  

i nc l uded  Wez Perces as we1 1  as F la theads .  Four o f  t h e  I n d i a n s  reached 

S t .  L o u i s  where t hey  found General W i l l i a m  C la rk ,  w e l l  remembered on account  

o f  h i s  j ou rney  th rough t h e i r  c o u n t r y  i n  1805-1806. They were h o s p i t a b l y  

r e c e i v e d  by C la r k  and were p u t  i n  touch  w i t h  people o f  t h e  f a i t h  t h e y  

p ro fessed  . [I 31  

Two o l d  men i n  t h e  p a r t y  d i e d  i n  S t .  Lou i s .  The s u r v i v o r s ,  b o t h  

young Wez Perces, s t a r t e d  on t h e i r  l o n g  j ou rney  homeward i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  

1832. One o f  these I n d i a n s  d i e d  near t h e  mouth o f  t h e  Yel lowstone,  b u t  t h e  

meager r eco rds  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  f i n a l l y  a r r i v e d  s a f e l y  among h i s  

f r i e n d s .  

W i l l i a m  Walker, an agent  i n  t h e  work o f  removing t h e  Wyandotte 

I n d i a n s  west  o f  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  heard t h e  i n t r i g u i n g  s t o r y  abou t  t h e  

I n d i a n  p i l g r i m a g e  f rom General C l a r k  and i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  

misstatement  o f  t h e  f a c t s  pub1 i shed  i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Advocate f o r  Ii4arch 

1,  1833 - a  h i g h l y  i m a g i n a t i v e  account  w r i t t e n  t o  p lease  P r o t e s t a n t  readers .  

T h i s  a r t i c l e ,  which swept th rough  eas te rn  Churches and i n s p i r e d  a  f r e n e t i c  

n i i s s i ona ry  movement, changed t h e  course o f  Northwest h i s t o r y  and l e d  t o  

t h e  doom o f  t h e  Nez Perce and sur round ing  t r i b e s .  

The I n d i a n  p i l g r i m a g e  bore c u r i o u s  f r u i t .  The appeal f o r  C a t h o l i c  

m i s s i o n a r i e s  was answered by t h e  Me thod i s t s  i n  1834. The Me thod i s t  p a r t y ,  

however, passed by t h e  t r i b e s  which had asked f o r  he1 p  and e s t a b l  i shed  



a  m iss ion  i n  t h e  W i l l ame t te  V a l l e y  under t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  Jason Lee. 

Here i t  became a  m iss ion  t o  w h i t e  s e t t l e r s  r a t h e r  than t o  I nd ians .  

The second m iss ion  t o  Oregon was sen t  o u t  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1835 by 

t h e  American Board, r ep resen t i ng  t h e  Cong rega t i ona l i s t ,  P resby te r ian ,  and 

au tc  h  Reformed churches. Reverend Samuel Parker o f  Ashf i e l  d, Massachusetts 

was chosen t o  l e a d  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  and t o  accompany him he chose D r .  Marcus 

Whitman who had s tud ied  med ic ine  a t  t h e  Be rksh i re  Medical  Co l lege ,  P i t t s b u r g h ,  

Massachusetts and had p r a c t i c e d  severa l  years  i n  Canada. W t h i  tman was an 

e l d e r  i n  t h e  P resby te r i an  Church and an a p p l i c a n t  f o r  m i ss i ona ry  work i n  

Oregon. He was o n l y  33 yea rs  o l d  and was keen t o  accep t  a l l  o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  

o f  f r o n t i e r  l i f e ,  however p r i m i t i v e .  Parker  was a  clergyman, 56 years  o l d ,  

f a s t i d i o u s ,  and c r i t i c a l .  

A t  t h e  Green R i v e r  Rendezvous, Parker  and Whi tman con fe r red  w i t h  Nez 

Perce and Flatheads c h i e f s .  The apparent  hunger o f  t he  I nd ians  f o r  s a l v a t i o n  

warmed t h e  n ~ i s s i o n a r i e s  hea r t s .  To hasten t h e  es tab l i shment  o f  a  m iss ion ,  

t h e  two men dec ided t h a t  Whitman would r e t u r n  t o  t h e  East  w i t h  t h e  f u r  

caravan, r e c r u i t  re in fo rcements ,  and come back t h e  n e x t  yea r  t o  s e t  up a  

s t a t i o n  i n  Oregon. Parker would con t i nue  on t h e  e x p l o r i n g  t r i p  by h imse l f .  

I t  disappo- in ted him t h a t  he cou ld  do no th i ng  f o r  t h e  Utes and Shoshonis a t  

t he  rendezvous, b u t  those I nd ians  l i v e d  i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  West, and 

he dec ided n o t  t o  approach them a t  t h a t  t ime,  " l e s t  we should e x c i t e  ex- 

p e c t a t i o n s  which would n o t  soon be f u l f i l l e d . "  The lNez Perces must have 

been d e l i g h t e d  w i t h  t h e  news t h a t  Parker  was go ing  w i t h  them i n t o  t h e i r  

coun t r y .  

Parker  was i n v i t e d  by J im B r i d g e r  t o  accompany t h e  l a t t e r ' s  f u r  

b r i gade  t o  Snake R i ve r .  The I4ez Perces and F la theads would move a long  w i t h  

t h e  t rappers ,  a t  l e a s t  t o  P i e r r e ' s  Hole ( t h e  p resen t  Teton Basin i n  eas te rn  

Idaho)  and t h e  combined p a r t y  would he lp  g e t  t he  m iss iona ry  s a f e l y  s t a r t e d  

on h i s  b o l d  journey .  P a r k e r ' s  t r i p  was one o f  t he  most unusual i n  t h e  annals 

o f  t h e  West. From t h e  s t a r t  he rode  w i t h  t h e  I nd ians .  They c l u s t e r e d  

around him and, t r e a t i n g  him 1  i k e  a  p rec ious  cargo, convoyed him t e n d e r l y  

and a f f e c t i o n a t e l y  over  t h e  rugged r o u t e ,  vy i ng  " w i t h  each o t h e r  t o  see 

which cou ld  do t h e  most f o r  my comfo r t  . . ." 
With B r i d g e r ' s  b r igade ,  t he  p a r t y  crossed t h e  d i f f i c u l t  d i v i d e  f rom 

Green R i v e r  t o  t h e  Hoback, pausing on t h e  t r a i l  a t  t h e  head o f  t h e  dangerous 



Hoback Canyon f o r  Parker  t o  conduct  Sunday se rv i ces  f o r  t h e  t r appe rs ,  who 

i n c l u d e d  K i t  Carson and Joe Meek. Con t i nu ing  on t o  Jackson Hole,  t hey  

c l imbed Teton Pass and descended t o  P i e r r e ' s  Hole.  There B r i d g e r  and h i s  

men s a i d  goodbye and headed N o r t h  w i t h  some o f  t h e  F la theads,  l e a v i n g  

Parker  a l one  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  I nd ians ,  who promised t o  t ake  him s a f e l y  

th rough  t h e  i lez Perce homeland t o  F o r t  Wal la Wal la.  As t hey  s t a r t e d  f o r  

Salmon R i v e r ,  t h e  j ou rney  took  on t h e  qua1 i ty o f  an ep i c ,  cen te red  around 

t h e  s t o i c  f i g u r e  o f  t h e  e l d e r l y  d i v i n e .  I t  was a b r e a t h t a k i n g  r i d e  th rough 

some o f  t h e  ~ i i o s t  rugged w i l de rness  i n  t h e  West. Parker  had no idea  where 

he was, o r  where he was go ing .  [32] 

The r o u t e  took  them f i r s t  f r om P i e r r e ' s  Hole t o  Med ic ine  Lodge Creek 

and over  t h e  Con t i nen ta l  D i v i d e  i n t o  Montana. Parker  became s i c k  b u t  he 

rode  on  s t u b b o r n l y  across w i l d  and p r e c i p i t o u s  coun t r y ,  s u f f e r i n g  each m i l  e, 

and wondering i f  he was go ing  t o  d i e .  They rec rossed  t h e  d i v i d e  and reached 

Lemhi R i v e r  p a r t  way down i t s  course.  (See F i g u r e  12  i n  Appendix. ) The 

r o u t e  l e d  down t h e  Lemhi t o  t h e  w i n t e r i n g  grounds near t h e  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  

Salmon R i v e r ,  and Parker  viewed B o n n e v i l l e ' s  o l d  f o r t .  

They moved down t h e  Salmon t o  I n d i a n  Creek and, t u r n i n g  up t h a t  stream, 

en te red  t h e  mountains a g a i n  and headed i n  a  w e s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  a l oug  what 

l a t e r  became known as  t h e  Shoup-El k  City T r a i l  and what i s  now c a l l e d  t h e  

Parker  T r a i l .  C u t t i n g  ac ross  t h e  mountains,  t h e  r o u t e  became even more 

rugged and d i f f i c u l t .  The to rment  went on f o r  a  week, as t hey  crossed r i d g e  

a f t e r  r i d g e ,  pushed a long  s teep h i l l s i d e s  covered w i t h  f a l l e n  t r e e s ,  and 

passed Selway R i v e r .  A f t e r  an i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  South Nez Perce T r a i l  

a t  Bu rn t  Knob, t hey  f i n a l l y  reached t h e  upper waters  o f  South Fork C learwate r  

R i v e r .  (See F i g u r e  1 1 i n  Appendix. ) 

A f t e r  spending a few days w i t h  t h e  Nez Perce I nd ians ,  Parker  t r a v e l e d  

down t h e  Snake and Columbia r i v e r s  by Canoe, a r r i v i n g  a t  F o r t  Wal la  Wal l a  45 

days a f t e r  he had 1 e f t  t h e  Green R i v e r  Rendezvous. Du r i ng  t h e  w i n t e r  he 

made t h e  f o r t  h i s  home, b u t  managed t o  do cons ide rab le  s i g h t - s e e i n g  th rough 

t h e  c o u n t r y  o f  t h e  lower  Columbia and ga ined p e r s p e c t i v e  about t h e  Nor thwest  

I n d i a n  tr i  bes. 

Parker  was e s p e c i a l l y  a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  Nez Perces whom he descr ibed  

as " t r u l y  d i g n i f i e d  and r e s p e c t a b l e  i n  t h e i r  manners and geqera l  appear- 



ance . . . and have much o f  t h e  proud independence o f  f reemen".  He 

preached among t h e  t r i b e s  o f  t h e  l o w e r  Columbia and on  a  t r i p  t o  t h e  Nez 

Perce c o u n t r y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  a t  t h e  b u r i a l  ceremony o f  an I n d i a n  g i r l .  

P r o b a b l y  i n  l i n e  w i t h  C a t h o l i c  p r a c t i c e  as  r e l a t e d  t o  them by t h e  I r o q u o i s  

I n d i a n s ,  t h e  Nez Perces p repared  a  c r o s s  t o  e r e c t  o v e r  t h e  grave.  O f  t h i s  

P a r k e r  s a i d  : 

. . . as  I viewed a  c r o s s  of wood made by men's hands o f  no 
a v a i l ,  t o  b e n e f i t  e i t h e r  t h e  dead o r  t h e  1  i v i n g ,  and f a r  more 
1  i k e l y  t o  o p e r a t e  as  a  s a l v o  t o  a  g u i l t y  consc ience,  o r  a  
s t e p p i n g - s t o n e  t o  i d o l a t r y ,  t h a n  t o  be unders tood  i n  i t s  
s p i r i t u a l  sense t o  r e f e r  t o  a  c r u c i f i x i o n  o f  o u r  s i n s ,  I t o o k  
t h i s ,  w h i c h  t h e  I n d i a n s  had prepared,  and b roke  i t  t o  p i e c e s .  
I t h e n  t o l d  them we p l a c e  a s t o n e  a t  t h e  head and f o o t  o f  
t h e  grave,  o n l y  t o  mark t h e  p l a c e .  

'The I n d i a n s  " c h e e r f u l  l y  acqu iesced,  and adopted o u r  cus to~ i i ,  " he r e p o r t e d ,  

a1 though f u t u r e  puzz l  ement o v e r  such d i f f e r e n c e s  among t h e  w h i t e  men r e -  

g a r d i n g  t h e i r  own s p i r i t u a l  b e l  i e f s  and p r a c t i c e s  would one day r e s u l t  i n  

s e r i o u s  t r o u b l e .  [32] 

P a r k e r  f e l t  some o b l i g a t i o n  t o  a w a i t  t h e  coming o f  Whitman's p a r t y  i n  

o r d e r  t o  i m p a r t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  he had c o l l e c t e d ,  i n  person r a t h e r  t h a n  

by  l e t t e r .  He c o n s i d e r e d ,  however, t h a t  he had proved t h e  two main  p o i n t s  

o f  h i s  m i s s i o n  o f  e x p l o r a t i o n  - t h e  p r a c t i c a b i l i t y  o f  p e n e t r a t i n g  t o  a l l  

p a r t s  o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  and t h e  f a v o r a b l e  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t i v e s ,  who 

had everywhere heard h im g l a d l y .  So he y i e l d e d  t o  t h e  a d v i c e  o f  f r i e n d s  a t  

F o r t  Vancouver and t h e  a t t r a c t i o n  o f  a  passage t o  Oahu, w i t h  t h e  hope o f  

a  speedy r e t u r n  f r o m  t h e r e  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  He reached  New London, 

i n  May, 1837, and soon a f t e r  pub1 i s h e d  h i s  j o u r n a l  , one o f  t h e  b e s t  o f  t h e  

n a r r a t i v e s  o f  e x p l o r a t i o n .  [I 31 

A f t e r  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e s  a t  t h e  Green R i v e r  Rendezvous, Whitman r e t u r n e d  

t o  t h e  e a s t  and i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s p r i n g  he and Reverend Henry H. Spa ld ing ,  

b o t h  accompanied by t h e i r  b r i d e s ,  came t o  t h e  Nor thwes t  f o r  t h e  purpose o f  

e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  m i s s i o n .  A l s o  accompanying t h e  p a r t y  was W .  H. Gray, who 

was a p p o i n t e d  mechanic and farmer.  T h e i r  r o u t e ,  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same as t h a t  

o f  t l i e  f u t u r e  Oregon T r a i l ,  t o o k  them f i r s t  t o  F o r t  Vancouver. L a t e r ,  t h e  

Whitmans s e t t l e d  among t h e  Cayuses, w h i l e  t h e  S p a l d i n g s  and Gray came t o  

t h e  Nez Perces,  s e t t l i n g  on  Lapwai Creek, a  s o u t h e r n  t r i b u t a r y  of  C l e a r w a t e r  

R i v e r .  A t  f i r s t ,  S p a l d i n g  and h i s  w i f e  E l i z a ,  and s e v e r a l  h e l p e r s ,  l i v e d  



and worked a t  Thunder H i l l ,  two m-i les sou th  o f  C learwate r  R i ve r ,  b u t  

mosqui toes and l a c k  o f  I n d i a n  i n t e r e s t  caused them t o  move t o  t h e  p resen t  

s i t e  o f  Spa ld i  ng l a t e  i n  t h e  summer o f  1838. [ I 8 1  

The Spa ld ing  m iss i on ,  a1 though i t  s t a r t e d  as a  1  i t t l e  one room l o g  

house w i t h  a  d i r t  f l o o r ,  s t i c k  and mud chimney, one door,  and no windows, 

a f t e r  a  few yea rs  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a  l a r g e  and commodious dwe l l  i n g  w i t h  11 

f i r e p l a c e s .  I t  con ta i ned  an I n d i a n  r e c e p t i o n  room, weaving and s p i n n i n g  

room, e a t i n g  and s l e e p i n g  rooms f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  rooms f o r  t h e  f a m i l y ,  

and a  schoolhouse, a l l  under one r o o f .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e r e  was a  church, 

sawmil 1, b l acksm i t h  shop, g ranary ,  s t o r e  house, and severa l  fa rm b u i l d i n g s .  

The m i s s i o n  f a rm  was o r i g i n a l l y  planned t o  amply suppor t  t h e  f a m i l y ,  b u t  

soon became a  source o f  supp ly  t o  t r a v e l e r s ,  t h e  n a t i v e s ,  and o t h e r  m i ss i ons .  

The f i r s t  p r i n t i n g  p ress  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  Nor thwest  was s e t  up a t  Lapwai 

where a  Nez Perce p r ime r  was f i r s t  p r i n t e d .  

A f t e r  l e s s  than  a  yea r  a t  t h e  Spa ld ing  Miss ion ,  Gray became r e s t l e s s  

and i n s i s t e d  on  go ing  eas t  f o r  r e i n fo r cemen ts .  Wi thou t  t h e  approva l  o f  

h i s  assoc ia tes ,  he s t a r t e d  ac ross  t h e  p l a i n s ,  t a k i n g  w i t h  him f o u r  Nez 

Perces w i t h  a  cons ide rab le  number of  horses, which they  hoped t o  t r a d e  f o r  

cows. The p a r t y  was a t t acked  by a  band o f  Sioux and a l l  o f  t h e  Nez Perces 

were k i l  l e d  and t h e i r  horses were s t o l e n .  I n d i a n s  a t  t h e  m i ss i on  who owned 

some o f  t h e  horses demanded reimbursement. Gray c rea ted  t h e  impress ion  i n  

t h e  Eas t  t h a t  he had been sen t  f o r  h e l p  and t h a t  t h e  horses would have been 

s o l d  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  m iss ion .  Whitman was o b l i g e d  t o  w r i t e  t o  t h e  

American Board r e g a r d i n g  G r a y ' s  m i s rep resen ta t i on ,  one o f  which was des- 

c r i b i n g  G ray ' s  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  m i s s i o n  as t h a t  o f  a  " p h y s i c i a n  and mechanic" 

a l t hough  Gray had a t t ended  o n l y  a  few medical  l e c t u r e s .  I n  t h e  f a l l  o f  

1838, Gray r e t u r n e d  t o  Oregon w i t h  h i s  b r i d e  and t h r e e  o t h e r  m i s s i o n a r i e s .  

Reverend Spa ld ing  and h i s  w i f e  were devout  C h r i s t i a n s  and t hey  

l abo red  unceas ing l y  f o r  t h e  conve rs i on  o f  t h e  I nd ians  and t h e  t r a i n i n g  o f  

them i n  t h e  ways o f  C h r i s t i a n  l i v i n g .  However, Spa ld i ng ' s  l a c k  o f  under-  

s t and ing  o f  t h e  I n d i a n s '  c u l t u r a l  background and h a b i t s  o f  t h i n k i n g  and h i s  

f r equen t  o u t b u r s t s  o f  temper rendered h i s  e f f o r t s  a t  c o n v e r t i n g  t h e  I n d i a n s  

of ques t i onab le  success. The Whi tman .Massacre a t  Wal la Wal l a ,  which occu r red  

abou t  t e n  yea rs  a f t e r  t h e  found ing  o f  t h e  Spa ld ing  Miss ion ,  i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  



Spald ings t o  abandon t h e i r  home and seek s a f e r  surroundings i n  Oregon. 

Spa ld ing  r e t u r n e d  t w i c e  t o  resume h i s  work among t h e  fiez Perces and 

d i e d  a t  Spald ing i n  1874. T h i s  work was l a t e r  taken up by Miss Sue McBeth 

and her s i s t e r  Kate.  

Mrs. Whitman l i v e d  as a  gues t  a t  F o r t  Wal la Wal la w h i l e  her  husband 

prepared a  d w e l l i n g  a t  Wa i i l a t pu ,  25 m i l e s  f rom t h e  f o r t  and about s i x  

m i l e s  f rom t h e  p resen t  c i t y  o f  Walla Walla, Washington. About t h r e e  months 

a f t e r  l o c a t i n g  i n  Wa i i l a t pu ,  t he  Whitmans' o n l y  c h i l d  was born, a  g i r l ,  who 

drowned two yea rs  l a t e r .  

Almost from t h e  beginning, t h e  Whitmans were unable t o  communicate 

s a t i  s f a c t o r i  l y  w i t h  t h e  Cayuses and because o f  i ncompa t i b l e  temperaments, 

Whitman and Spald ing were unable t o  work i n  har~iiony. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  

American Board had n o t  come f o r t h  w i t h  t he  suppor t  t h a t  Whitman had ex- 

pected.  F i n a l l y ,  s i x  years  a f t e r  t h e  es tab l i shment  a t  Wa i i l a t pu ,  D r .  

Whitman c a l l e d  a  conference o f  h i s  Northwest assoc ia tes ,  which now inc luded ,  

i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  Spald ing,  Gray and t h e  t h r e e  m i n i s t e r s  he had b rought  ou t ,  and 

i t  was dec ided t h a t  t h e  d o c t o r  should r e t u r n  eas t  and make a  personal  appeal 

t o  t h e  m iss ion  board f o r  b e t t e r  suppor t .  Whitman was f u r t h e r  i n f l u e n c e d  i n  

h i s  d e c i s i o n  by r e p o r t s  brought  t o  F o r t  Walla Walla t h a t  Grea t  B r i t i a n  was 

making s t renuous e f f o r t s  t o  c o l o n i z e  t h e  Nor thwest  t o  head o f f  t h e  people 

o f  t h e  Un i t ed  S ta tes  f rom s e t t l i n g  and c l a i m i n g  t h e  t e r r i t o r y .  

On October 3, 1842, d r .  Whitman was j o i n e d  by A .  L. Lovejoy,  a  

Massactiusetts a t t o r n e y  who had come west f o r  h i s  hea l t h ,  and p repa ra t i ons  

were made f o r  a  j ou rney  t o  t h e  East  which was t o  occupy f i v e  months i n  t h e  

making. Whitman i r o n e d  o u t  t h e  m iss ion  a f f a i r s  and then  t r a v e l e d  t o  

Washington, D. C .  Here he met a  r a t h e r  coo l  r e c e p t i o n ,  as P res iden t  John 

T y l e r  was c o n s i d e r i n g  t r a d i n g  t h e  "Oregon" c o u n t r y  t o  Great  B r i t i a n  f o r  cod 

f i s h e r i e s  o f f  t h e  c o a s t  o f  Newfoundland. 

Whitman j o i n e d  t h e  s p r i n g  r u s h  o f  emigrants  i n  May, 1843, and i n  

October passed through F o r t  Wal la Walla w i t h  875 emigrants  bound f o r  t h e  

W i l l a m e t t e  V a l l e y .  Through ill trea tment  a t  t h e  hands o f  t h e  I nd ians ,  Mrs. 

LJhitman had been forced t o  seek r e f u g e  w i t h  t h e  Method is t  M i ss i on  a t  The 

i l a l  l e s .  When Whitman re tu rned  he noted t h a t  t h e  g r i s t  m i l l  had been burned 

and t h e r e  was an appearance of n e g l e c t  a t  Wa i i l a t pu .  The I nd ians  were i n  



a  s u l l e n  mood. However, by t h e  end o f  1844 t h e  p h y s i c a l  w e l f a r e  o f  

t h e  m i s s i o n ,  which now housed abou t  75 people,  had been r e s t o r e d .  

There were many f a c t o r s  t h a t  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  massacre a t  t h e  

Whitman M i s s i o n ,  b u t  t h e  immediate cause o f  t h e  t r o u b l e  was a  rumor t h a t  

i)r. Whitman was p o i s o n i n g  t h e  I n d i a n s .  There was an ep idemic  o f  measles,  

b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  m i s s i o n  by emig ran ts .  Whitman p r e s c r i b e d  f o r  w h i t e s  and 

I n d i a n s  a1 i k e  and t h e  w h i t e s  recovered,  b u t  t h e  I n d i a n s ,  w i t h  l e s s  power 

o f  r e s i s t a n c e ,  d i e d  i n  l a r g e  numbers. He had repea ted  warn ings o f  t h e  

impending massacre, b o t h  f r o m  f r i e n d l y  I n d i a n s  and f r o m  t h e  Hudson's 

Bay men, b u t  a p p a r e n t l y  he p a i d  no heed. 

A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  massacre t h e r e  were 59 peop le  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  

m i s s i o n  houses and 13  o t h e r s  a t  t h e  s a w m i l l ,  25 m i l e s  up M i l l  Creek. 

Four teen  peop le  were k i l l e d  and t h e  remainder  were taken  i n t o  c a p t i v i t y ,  

f r o m  which t h e y  were l a t e r  ransomed. D r .  Whitman was t h e  f i r s t  t o  be 

k i l l e d .  Two c h i e f s  named T i l a u k a i t  and Tamsuky came t o  t h e  m i s s i o n  

house and c a l l e d  f o r  O r .  Whitman who met them i n  t h e  k i t c h e n .  Wh i le  

T i l a u k a i t  engaged him i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  Tamsuky came up f r o m  behind and 

f e l l e d  him w i t h  a  tomahawk. John Sager, i n  t h e  k i t c h e n  a t  t h e  t ime ,  was 

sho t ,  w h i l e  a  daugh te r  o f  J i m  B r i d g e r  escaped and t o o k  t h e  news t o  t h e  

o t h e r s  i n  t h e  house. Mrs. Whitman was wounded i n  t h e  shou lder  b u t  r e -  

covered s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  t a k e  charge o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  Under t h e  promise 

o f  p r o t e c t i o n ,  she p e r m i t t e d  t h e  couch on which she was l y i n g  t o  be 

c a r r i e d  f r o m  t h e  house. When a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  away, one o f  t h e  beare rs  

l e t  f a l l  h i s  end and stepped back. The I n d i a n s  then  r i d d l e d  t h e  o t h e r  

c a r r i e r  and Mrs. Whitman w i t h  b u l l e t s .  E l i z a  S p a l d i n g  was a t  t h e  m i s s i o n  

a t  t h e  t ime,  b u t  was n o t  harmed. 

The day o f  t h e  massacre, Reverend Spa ld ing  was due a t  t h e  m i s s i o n .  

Knowing t h i s ,  a  C a t h o l i c  p r i e s t  went o u t  t o  i n t e r c e p t  h im and in fo rmed 

him o f  t h e  t ragedy .  Spa ld ing ,  by t r a v e l i n g  1  i g h t  and a t  n i g h t ,  e luded 

p u r s u i t ,  and a r r i v e d  back a t  t h e  S p a l d i n g  m i s s i o n  s a f e l y .  From f r i e n d l y  

I n d i a n s  he l e a r n e d  t h a t  h i s  f a m i l y  had been taken  t o  t h e  nearby home o f  

W i l l i a m  C r a i g  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n .  The Cayuse I n d i a n s  came o v e r  t o  t h e  Nez 

Perce c o u n t r y  t o  g e t  t h e  Spa ld ings ,  b u t  found them p r o t e c t e d  by  t h e  

f r i e n d l y  Nez Perces.  The c a p t i v e s  l a t e r  were r e l e a s e d  t o  P e t e r  Skene 

Ogden, o f  t h e  Hudson's Bay Company, o n  h i s  payment o f  ransom. [2 ]  



C a t h o l i c  laymen, who were numerous among t h e  f u r  t r a d e r s  and t h e  

p a r t i e s  o f  t h e  e a r l y  e x p l o r e r s ,  and I r o q u o i s  I nd i ans ,  who i n t e r m a r r i e d  

w i t h  t he  F la thead  I nd ians ,  were t h e  f i r s t  teachers  o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c  f a i t h  

i n  t he  P a c i f i c  l i o r thwes t .  The d e l e g a t i o n  o f  F la theads and Nez Perces 

which t r a v e l e d  t o  S t .  Lou i s  i n  1831, i n  search o f  " b l ack  robes"  sought  

h e l p  ve r y  n a t u r a l l y  i n  t h e  eas te rn  s t a t e s  and i n  S t .  Lou i s  which had been 

t h e  base o f  t h e  western t r a d e r s  s i n c e  t h e  days o f  Lewis and C l a r k .  Yet  

i t  was f r om Montrea l  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  p r i e s t s  came, f o r  t h e  m i ss i ona ry  f o r c e s  

of t h e  church  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta tes  were t o o  weak t o  respond. These p r i e s t s  

reached Vancouver i n  1838 and November 24 o f  t h a t  y e a r  i s  g e n e r a l l y  g i v e n  

as t h e  d a t e  when t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  Catho l  i c i s m  as a  church begins i n  t h e  

P a c i f i c  Nor thwest .  

The J e s u i t s  en te red  t h e  n o r t h e r n  f i e l d  i n  1840, two yea rs  a f t e r  t h e  

French p r i e s t s  came t o  Vancouver. A f t e r  p e r s i s t e n t  demands had been made 

by t h e  I nd ians ,  t h e  Supe r i o r  o f  t h e  J e s u i t s  a t  S t .  Lou i s  made a  d e f i n i t e  

promise t h a t  a  p r i e s t  would be sen t  west  i n  t he  s p r i n g .  Fa ther  De Smet 

was t h a t  m i ss i ona ry .  He l e f t  S t .  L o u i s  on A p r i l  30, 1841 w i t h  Fa thers  

I i i c h o l a s  P o i n t  and Gregory Mengar in i  and t h r e e  l a y  b r o t h e r s .  Some 

F la theads  awa i t ed  them a t  F o r t  H a l l .  S t .  Ma ry ' s  m i s s i o n  was e s t a b l i s h e d  

about  t h i r t y  m i l e s  up t h e  B i t t e r r o o t  V a l l e y  a t  S t e v e n s v i l l e .  Then com- 

menced a  s e r i e s  o f  j ou rneys ,  i n  t h e  course  o f  which De Smet inc reased  t h e  

number o f  ~ i i i s s i o n s  t o  s i x .  He was away two years ,  and i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  he 

r a i s e d  funds f r om New Or leans  t o  Boston t o  send o u t  more he lpers ,  and went 

t o  Europe and r e t u r n e d  around t h e  Horn w i t h  p r i e s t s ,  l a y  b ro the rs ,  and 

s i s t e r s  f o r  Catho l  i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h e  W i l l a m e t t e  V a l l e y .  [13] 

The o n l y  o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  m i s s i o n  i n v o l v i n g  Salmon Bas in  up t o  t h e  

t ime  t h a t  se t t l emen ts  were e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  more modern t imes,  was t h e  

ivlormon m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  Lemhi i n  1855. E i g h t  yea rs  a f t e r  Mormon s e t t l e r s  

had reached S a l t  Lake, Brigham Young sen t  o u t  a  m i ss i ona ry  co l ony  t o  t h e  

n o r t h .  The o r i g i n a l  band o rgan ized  on Bear R i ve r ,  May 20, 1855, f o r  a  

month- long t r i p  by ox team. S e l e c t i n g  a  s t r a t e g i c  s i t e  - t h e  same l o c a t i o n  

where Capta in  Lewis had met t h e  Lemhi Shoshoni e x a c t l y  50 yea rs  b e f o r e  - f o r  

t h e  Salmon R i v e r  m iss ion ,  they  cons t ruc ted  a  f r o n t i e r  o u t p o s t  a c c e s s i b l e  

t o  t h e  Shoshoni, Bannock, Nez Perce, and F la thead  I nd ians .  "A t-imber 



stockade, 16 rods  square and abou t  12 f e e t  i n  he igh t , "  enc losed t h e i r  

comfo r t ab le  cab ins .  A  mud w a l l  s t ock  c o r r a l ,  a  remnant o f  wh ich  s t i l l  

s tands,  was b u i l  t near t h e  s tockade.  E v e n t u a l l y  t h i s  who1 e  es tab l  ishjnept 

became known as F o r t  Lemhi, a  c o r r u p t i o n  o f  t h e  name o f  King L imh i  i n  

t h e  Book o f  Mormon. 

A f t e r  t h e  Mornion c o l o n i s t s  had worked w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n s  and r a i s e d  

c rops  f o r  two years ,  Brigham Young and a l a r g e  p a r t y  o f  l eade rs  f rom S a l t  

Lake made t h e  l ong  t r i p  n o r t h  t o  v i s i t  t h e i r  Salmon R i v e r  m i ss i on .  I m -  

pressed w i t h  what they  saw, t hey  ar ranged f o r  s u b s t a n t i a l  r e i n f o r cemen ts  

t o  be sen t  o u t .  A t  t h e  same t ime,  t h e  advance o f  A l b e r t  Sidney Johns ton 's  

U tah  e x p e d i t i o n  westward ac ross  t h e  g r e a t  p l a i n s  hera lded  t h e  end o f  t h e  

m i ss i on .  Du r i ng  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  Wormon war, d i s t a n t  ou tpos t s  were r e c a l l e d .  

I n d i a n  res t l essness  assoc ia ted  w i t h  Johns ton ' s  e x p e d i t i o n  l e d  t o  an a t t a c k  on 

t h e  Salmon R i v e r  m iss ion ,  February  25, 1858. Brigham Young dec ided  t h a t  

t h e  co lony  should  r e t u r n  t o  Utah as soon as  he heard news o f  t h e  t r o u b l e  

and, as a  r e s u l t ,  t h i s  Salmon R i v e r  area was g i v e n  back e n t i r e l y  t o  t h e  

I n d i a n s .  [28] 

The miner  

As e a r l y  as 1855 and 1856, a  number o f  p rospec to rs ,  m a i n l y  f r om  t h e  

W i l l a m e t t e  V a l l e y  and Puget Sound, ven tu red  i n t o  t h e  c o u n t r y  eas t  o f  t h e  

Colurr~bia and between Spokane and Pend Ore i  11 e  r i v e r s ,  g e n e r a l l y  des ignated 

as t h e  C o l v i l l e  r e g i o n .  T h e i r  presence aroused t h e  a c t i v e  h o s t i l i t y  o f  

t h e  I n d i a n  t r i b e s  and expansion o f  m in i ng  i n  t h e  area was de layed u n t i l  

a f t e r  t h e  Steptoe and Wr igh t  campaigns o f  1858. Fo l l ow ing  t h e  sugges t ion  

o f  Angus MacDonald, t h e  Hudson's Bay Company's f a c t o r  a t  F o r t  C o l v i l  l e ,  a  

cons ide rab le  number o f  C o l v i l l e  m iners  went nor thward i n t o  B r i t i s h  Columbia. 

Here a l ong  t h e  upper F raser  R i ve r ,  severa l  r i c h  g o l d - y i e l d i n g  bars  were 

d iscovered .  Repor ts  o f  these  d i s c o v e r i e s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  g r e a t  F raser  R i v e r  

Rush o f  1858 wh ich  b rough t  i n  a  horde o f  m iners  f r om  Cal i f o r n i a .  Development 

o f  I n l a n d  Empire m ine ra l  resources  was now o n l y  a  m a t t e r  o f  t ime .  D iscovery  

o f  n o r t h  Idaho g o l d  was p a r t  o f  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  t h e  expansion o f  t h e  n o r t h e r n  

mines f r om C o l v i l l e  and F rase r  R i ve r ;  t h e  o n l y  se r i ous  problem was t h a t  of 

I n d i a n  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  w h i t e  p e n e t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  m in i ng  a rea .  [69] 

The l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  m in i ng  a c t i v i t y  i n  and ad jacen t  t o  Salmon 

Bas in  f rom 1860 t o  1910 i s  shown i n  F i g u r e  4 .  
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The Idaho p l a c e r  mines were d i s c o v e r e d  i n  1860 when t h e  r e g i o n  was 

s t i l l  a  p a r t  o f  Washington T e r r i t o r y .  From I n d i a n  sources,  C a p t a i n  El i a s  

D. P i e r c e  d e r i v e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  wh ich  l e d  him t o  suspect  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  

r i c h  d e p o s i t s  o f  g o l d  on t h e  t r i b u t a r i e s  of C lea rwa te r  R i v e r .  Even though 

t h e  I n d i a n  t r e a t y  o f  1855, wh ich  s e t  up t h e  o r i g i n a l  Nez Perce I n d i a n  

Reserva t ion ,  e x p r e s s l y  guaranteed t h a t  no w h i t e  men, excep t  empl oyees o f  

t h e  I n d i a n  Bureau, would be a l l o w e d  on t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  w i t h o u t  t h e  consen t  

o f  t h e  Nez ~ e r c e s , '  P i e r c e  went i n t o  t h e  r e g i o n  i n  t h e  summer o f  1860 w i t h  

f i v e  o t h e r  men. The I n d i a n s  o b j e c t e d  t o  t h e i r  presence and s e v e r a l  t imes  

warned them t o  l e a v e .  Each t i m e  t h i s  happened, t h e  p r o s p e c t e r s  t u r n e d  back, 

b u t  changed t h e i r  course  a g a i n  as soon as t h e  I n d i a n s  were o u t  o f  s i g h t .  They 

were a b l e  t o  e l u d e  t h e  n a t i v e s  and a f t e r  a  few days o f  wander ing,  t h e  

p r o s p e c t o r s  camped i n  a  mounta in  b a s i n  which was a f t e r w a r d s  named Canal 

Gulch.  A f t e r  supper,  a  member of  t h e  p a r t y ,  W .  F .  B a s s e t t ,  i n  a  casual  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h e  stream, made t h e  d i s c o v e r y  which ushered i n  a  new e r a  

o f  p l a c e r  m-ining. P i e r c e  r e t u r n e d  t o  Wal l a  Wal l a  and t h e  news was o u t .  

M iners  h e s i t a t e d  t o  go i n t o  t h e  Nez Perce r e g i o n  o n  accoun t  o f  t h e  a t t i t u d e  

o f  t h e  I n d i a n s ,  b u t  i n  t h e  f a l l ,  Sergeant J. C .  Smi th  t o o k  i n  a  p a r t y  o f  

a b o u t  60 men, and i n  March, 1861, Smi th  came o u t  on snowshoes w i t h  800 

d o l l a r s  i n  g o l d  d u s t .  The g o l d  was sh ipped t o  P o r t l a n d ,  and by June, 

thousands o f  m i n e r s  were camped on O r o f i n o  Creek and t r i b u t a r y  streams. 

Two m i n i n g  towns, P i e r c e  and Oro F i n o  City, were b u i l t .  

T r a f f i c  became heavy on t h e  Columbia, and two new steamers were 

bu- i l  t a t  once, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  Co lone l  Wr igh t ,  wh ich was t h e n  r u n n i n g  

on t h e  r i v e r .  L e w i s t o n  came i n t o  e x i s t e n c e ,  l o c a t e d  by m i n e r s  and t h e  n a v i -  

g a t i o n  company as t h e  most  c o n v e n i e n t  r i v e r  p o r t  and p o i n t  o f  d e p a r t u r e  f o r  

t h e  d a i l y  pack t r a i n s  t o  t h e  mines.  By August i t  was e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  2,500 

m iners  were a t  t h e  d i g g i n g s .  [13] 

'one e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h i s  was W i l l i a m  Cra ig ,  e x p l o r e r ,  f u r  t r a d e r ,  
i n t e r p r e t e r ,  and one o f  I d a h o ' s  f i r s t  permanent w h i t e  s e t t l e r s .  He 
m a r r i e d  a  I iez Perce i n  1838 and s e t t l e d  w i t h  t h e  Lapwai band i n  1840. 
I n  1850, he f i l e d  a  c l a i m  f o r  640 a c r e s  o f  l a n d  he had a l r e a d y  s t a r t e d  
t o  f a r m  abou t  two m i l e s  west of  t h e  p r e s e n t  town of  Culdesac. The 
I n d i a n s  t r u s t e d  C r a i g ,  and when t h e  t r e a t y  was s e t  up, A r t i c l e  1 0  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  a l l o w e d  h im t o  rema in  on h i s  r e g i s t e r e d  c l a i m ,  a  p r i v i l e g e  
g ran ted  t o  no o t h e r  w h i t e  person. 



P ie rce  and t he  f r i e n d s  who had accompanied him t o  Oro f i no  Creek 

i n  1860 were c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  o t h e r  streams f l o w i n g  i n t o  t h e  Clearwater  

would p rospec t  f u l l y  as w e l l  as t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  d i scove ry .  As soon as t h e  

n e x t  s p r i n g  advanced s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  p e r m i t  f u r t h e r  e x p l o r a t i o n ,  miners  

commenced t o  r a d i a t e  f rom P i e r c e  and Oro F ino  t o  examine t h e  surrounding 

coun t r y .  A l though a  spec ia l  agreement had been reached w i t h  t h e  Nez Perce 

I n d i a n s  t h a t  t h e  miners would keep o u t  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  t o  t h e  south o f  

Clearwater  R i ve r  and t h e  L o l o  T r a i l ,  p rospec t i ng  o f  t h a t  f o rb i dden  ground 

com~nenced -in May, 1861 . A m in ing  d i s t r i c t  was organized f o r  t h e  South Fork 

C learwate r  r e g i o n  and, because ve ry  l i t t l e  m in ing  had commenced a t  P i e r c e  

by t h a t  t ime, a  l a r g e  su rp lus  o f  p rospec to rs  was a v a i l a b l e  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  

t h e  new d i s t r i c t .  The town o f  E l k  City was b u i l t ,  which by August con ta ined  

20 s u b s t a n t i a l  l o g  houses. E'lk City go ld  d u s t  tu rned  o u t  t o  be t h e  h i ghes t  

grade o f  any found i n  t h e  e a r l y  n o r t h e r n  Idaho mines. 

W i t h i n  a  few weeks a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  South Fork d i s c o v e r i e s  i n  t he  

s p r i n g  o f  1861, John Newsome's company commenced p repa ra t i ons  t o  mine on 

l4ewsome Creek, which was l o c a t e d  on t h e  r e g u l a r  r o u t e  f rom Camas P r a i r i e  

t o  E l k  City. E a r l y  p roduc t i on  on Newsome Creek was 1  i m i t e d  l a r g e l y  t o  a  

smal l  area on t h e  lower  p a r t  o f  t h e  stream. Most o f  t h e  p roduc t i on  f a r t h e r  

up t h e  stream occur red  i n  a  l a t e r  p e r i o d .  I n  f a c t ,  though Newsome i s  one 

o f  I daho ' s  e a r l i e s t  m in ing  camps, most o f  t h e  m in ing  a c t i v i t y  does n o t  go 

back t o  e a r l y  t imes.  

Several  bands o f  p rospec to rs  s e t  o u t  t o  examine t h e  lower  Salmon 

R i ve r  c o u n t r y  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1861, a l t hough  t h a t  r eg ion ,  l i k e  t he  South 

Fork  reg ion ,  was f o r b i d d e n  t e r r i t o r y .  The I n d i a n  bands a long  t h e  Salmon 

showed s t i f f  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  i n t r u s i o n  by t h e  miners,  b u t  by J u l y  severa l  

groups o f  p rospec to rs  conso l i da ted  i n t o  a  p a r t y  o f  23 men w i t h  s t r e n g t h  

s u f f i c i e n t  t o  d e f y  n a t i v e  h o s t i l i t y .  A f t e r  c ross ing  Camas P r a i r i e  t o  t h e  

Salmon, t h e  p a r t y  examined t h e  r i v e r  bars  up t o  t h e  mouth o f  S l a t e  Creek. 

Here some o f  t h e  men wanted t o  ascend t he  c reek  t o  escape t h e  hea t  b u t  i t  

was decided t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  would con t i nue  on up t h e  r i v e r .  A f t e r  s a t i s f y i n g  

themselves t h a t  Salmon R i v e r  bars  were wor th  work ing,  t h e  men l e f t  t h e  

r i v e r  f rom a  p o i n t  e a s t  o f  p resen t  R igg ins  and ascended a  s teep r i d g e  t o  

t h e  no r th .  Because o f  t h e  l a c k  o f  p r o v i s i o n s ,  most o f  t h e  group prepared 

t o  l e a v e  immediate ly  f o r  E l k  City, b u t  a  nine-man detachment began t o  p rospec t  



t h e  bas in  which t h e y  had en te red .  Some o f  t h e  gu lches y i e l d e d  such 

s u r p r i s i n g l y  good r e s u l t s  t h a t  those  who were abou t  t o  l eave  t h e  b a s i n  

were conv inced t o  s t a y  f o r  a  w h i l e  l onge r .  The group had been o u t  so long ,  

however, t h a t  t hey  were reduced t o  a  d i e t  o f  horse meat f o r  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  

days be fo re  they  f i n a l l y  g o t  th rough  t o  E l k  City. A  r e t u r n  p a r t y  o rgan ized  

a  new m i n i n g  d i s t r i c t  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  c a l l e d  t h e  Salmon R i v e r  Mines. [69] 
News o f  t h e  Salmon R i v e r  s t r i k e s  spread r a p i d l y ,  and by November t h e  

whole c o u n t r y  around what a f t e r w a r d  became F lo rence  swarmed w i t h  p rospec to rs  

A t  f i r s t ,  t h e  p l a c e  was c a l l e d  M i l l e r s b u r g  [Ill. Traders  a r r i v e d  and began 

s e t t i n g  up i n  bus iness a t  t h e  head o f  Baboon Gulch. A  meet ing was c a l l e d  

and i t  was dec ided t o  o rgan i ze  and l a y  o u t  a  t owns i t e .  D r .  Fu rber ,  one 

o f  t h e  o l d e s t  men and one o f  t h e  e a r l  i e s t  comers t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  suggested 

F lo rence  f o r  t h e  name o f  t h e  town i n  honor o f  h i s  adopted daughter ,  then  

l i v i n g  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  

The F lo rence  area produced an enormous amount o f  go l d .  It was o f  

l ow grade, be ing  mixed w i t h  s i l v e r ,  and assayed f rom 1 0  t o  24 d o l l a r s  pe r  

ounce. Baboon Gulch, t h e  r i c h e s t  o f  t h e  d i s c o v e r i e s ,  was s a i d  t o  have 

produced as much as 100 d o l l a r s  per  day t o  t h e  man. 

A  q u a r t e r  o f  a  m i l e  sou th  o f  o l d  F l o rence  a r e  t h e  remains o f  ano ther  

F lorence,  which was i n  t h e  heyday o f  i t s  g l o r y  i n  t h e  m idd le  1890 ' s .  The 

second r u s h  was occasioned by t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  r i c h  q u a r t z  lodes .  Because 

t h e  wrong k i n d  o f  machinery  was used i n  an a t t emp t  t o  remove and m i l l  t h e  

o re ,  t h e  ven tu re ,  w i t h  an es t imated  inves tment  o f  100,000 d o l l a r s ,  was 

a  f a i l u r e .  [2] 

Even though many bars  a l ong  Salmon R i v e r  were known t o  be g o l d  bear-  

i n g  s h o r t l y  be fo re  t h e  Salmon R i v e r  Mines o f  F lo rence  were d iscovered,  

m iners  p a i d  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  r i v e r  i t s e l f  u n t i l  1862. When t h e  

F lo rence  exc i tement  reached i t s  c l i m a x  i n  June o f  1862, thousands of m iners  

who had no o p p o r t u n i t y  t h e r e  became a v a i l a b l e  t o  p rospec t  t h e  Salmon R i v e r  

ba rs .  T h i s  a c t i v i t y  con t i nued  t o  expand w i t h  t h e  dec l  i n e  o f  t h e  F l o rence  

p l  acers  a f t e r  1862. 

Another d i s c o v e r y  by s u r p l u s  p rospec to rs  f rom F lo rence  was made 

sou th  o f  t h e  Salmon. On J u l y  22, 1862, James Warren's company of 18 

p rospec to rs  o rgan ized  a  new m in i ng  d i s t r i c t ,  which p rov ided  a  good o u t l e t  



f o r  many go ld  seekers o n l y  23 a i r l i n e  m i l e s  f rom Florence.  W i t h i n  a  

month, about 200 men were a t  work i n  t he  new d igg ings .  The r e s u l t s  were 

good, b u t  Warrens g e n e r a l l y  had l i t t l e  i n  t h e  way o f  fabu lous  y i e l d s  of 

t h e  F lo rence  v a r i e t y .  The d i s t r i c t ,  though, was f a r  more ex tens ive ,  and 

t h e  m in ing  a c t i v i t y  l a s t e d  much l onge r ,  than F lo rence .  The b i g  nor thwes t  

m in ing  exc i tement  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1862 proved t o  be t he  f a r  l a r g e r  d i s t r i c t s  

i n  t h e  Boise Basin d iscovered  ve ry  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  Warrens. I n  1863 and 1864, 

t h e  b i g  r u s h  was t o  Boise ( o r  f o r  those coming f rom t h e  East,  t o  V i r g i n i a  

City, Montana), and Warrens, w h i l e  n o t  over looked,  missed o u t  on t h e  r e a l l y  

b i g  r u s h  t h a t   night o therw ise  have come. [69] 

News o f  t he  Salmon R i v e r  mines a t t r a c t e d  p rospec to rs  f rom a l l  ove r  

t h e  West. A  p a r t y  o f  Coloradoans at tempted t o  reach t h e  F lo rence  mines by 

way o f  Lemhi V a l l e y  b u t  were f o r ced  t o  abandon t h e  r o u t e  by reason o f  

p r e c i p i t o u s  mountains.  They decided t o  w i n t e r  i n  Deer Lodge V a l l e y  i n  

Montana. Whi le  t he re ,  two horsemen came i n  f rom the  Lemhi and r e p o r t e d  

f a v o r a b l e  i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  g o l d  on Grasshopper Creek near where Bannack, Montana, 

now stands.  Accompanied by o t h e r  p rospec to rs ,  t h e  Colorado p a r t y  proceeded 

t o  t h e  d i scove ry  which had been made by John White on J u l y  28, 1862, and 

which had been named Wh i te ' s  Bar i n  h i s  honor. Soon a f t e r w a r d  o t h e r  bars  

were found which were exceed ing ly  r i c h .  I n  t h e  autumn, a  pack t r a i n  was 

d ispa tched  t o  S a l t  Lake City f o r  p r o v i s i o n s  and t h e  town o f  Bannack was l a i d  

o u t .  

E a r l y  i n  February,  1863, W i l l i a m  Fa i rweather  and o t h e r s  l e f t  Bannack 

t o  p rospec t  t h e  B i g  Horn ivlountains. They were d r i v e n  back by t he  Crow 

Ind ians  a t  G a l l a t i n  R i v e r .  Re tu rn ing  homeward, t h e  p a r t y  camped a t  noon 

on A l d e r  Creek, 80 m i l e s  e a s t  o f  Bannack. Whi le  t he  midday meal was be ing 

prepared, Fa i rweather  washed a  few pan fu l  s  o f  g rave l  near t h e  camp, and t o  

h i s  g r e a t  s u r p r i s e  ob ta i ned  30 cen t s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  and as much as two d o l l a r s  

i n  subsequent pans. As usua l ,  t h e  news o f  t h i s  d i s c o v e r y  was soon o u t  and 

t h e  r u s h  was on. Fa i rweather  D i s t r i c t  was o rgan ized  i n  June, 1863, and i t  i s  

es t imated  t h a t  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  years,  t h i s  famous g u l c h  y i e l d e d  60 m i l l i o n  

d o l l a r s  wo r th  o f  go ld .  V i r g i n i a  City, which f o r  severa l  yea rs  was t h e  

commercial and p o l i t i c a l  c a p i t a l  of  Montana T e r r i t o r y ,  was b u i l t  i n  t h i s  gu lch .  

[67] Thus began t h e  f i r s t  impo r tan t  m in ing  ope ra t i ons  i n  Montana. Much o f  



t h e  e a r l y  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  upper Salmon Bas in  was i n f l u e n c e d  by t h i s  

nearby m in i ng  a c t i v i t y .  

An i n t e r e s t i n g  s i d e l i g h t  t o  t h e  m in i ng  h i s t o r y  o f  n o r t h e r n  Idaho i s  

t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  b r u t a l  murder o f  L l o y d  Magruder i n  October,  1863. 

Magruder, who was an E l k  City merchant, had a  pack t r a i n  o f  60 mules t o  

t r a n s p o r t  h i s  own goods t o  t h e  m in i ng  town and f o r  use i n  t r a d i n g  goods 

a t  o t h e r  p laces .  A t  Lew is ton  i n  August,  1863, he loaded h i s  pack t r a i n  

w i t h  goods b rough t  i n  f rom Wal la  Wal la and s e t  o u t  a l one  ove r  t h e  I4ez Perce 

T r a i l  on t h e  l o n g  j ou rney  o f  300 m i l e s  t o  V i r g i n i a  City. S h o r t l y  a f t e rwa rd ,  

ano ther  p a r t y  l e f t  Lew is ton  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  D.  C .  Lowry, David Howard, James 

Romaine, and t h r e e  o t h e r  men whose names a r e  unknown. They gave t h e  i m -  

p r e s s i o n  t h a t  t hey  were headed f o r  P o r t l a n d  b u t  soon c i r c l e d  back and took  

t h e  t r a i l  o f  Magruder. Be fo re  t h e y  had proceeded f a r ,  an o l d  mounta ineer ,  

W i l l i a m  Page, j o i n e d  them. The p a r t y  soon caugh t  up w i t h  t h e  h e a v i l y - l a d e n  

pack t r a i n  and even o f f e r e d  t o  h e l p  Magruder w i t h  h i s  pack ing t asks .  The 

combined group con t inued  t h e  j ou rney  t o  V i r g i n i a  City where f4agruder d isposed 

o f  h i s  merchandise f o r  30,000 d o l l a r s .  The t h r e e  unknown men l e f t  t h e  p a r t y  

a t  t h i s  p lace ,  b u t  t h e  o t h e r s  hung around u n t i l  Magruder was ready t o  go 

back t o  Lewis ton ,  and then  o f f e r e d  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e  r e t u r n  t r i p .  Four 

o t h e r  men a l s o  j o i n e d  t h e  p a r t y .  

One evening, severa l  days o u t  o f  V i r g i n i a  City, camp was made a t  

an o l d  I n d i a n  campground near t h e  con f l uence  o f  Selway and L i t t l e  C learwate r  

r i v e r s .  A t  10  o ' c l o c k ,  Magruder ben t  ove r  t h e  camp f i r e  t o  l i g h t  h i s  p i p e .  

Lowry r a i s e d  an ax  and w i t h  a1 1  o f  h i s  f o r c e  d rove  i t  i n t o  Magruder 's  head. 

Four o f  t h e  o t h e r  men, who were i nnocen t  o f  t h e  consp i racy ,  were k i l l e d  by 

Howard and Romaine. Tak ing Magruder 's  money, t h e  murderers  r e t u r n e d  t o  

Lewis ton  and e v e n t u a l l y  t r a v e l e d  t o  San Franc isco .  

The most unbe l i evab le  p a r t  o f  t h e  Hagruder s t o r y  r e l a t e s  t o  a  dream 

o f  H i1  1  Beachy which came t o  him some t i m e  b e f o r e  t h e  murder t ook  p l a c e  and 

i n  which he saw t h e  murderer a c t u a l l y  commit t h e  deed. W i t h  t h e  zea l  o f  a  

m i ss i ona ry  he took  i t  upon h i m s e l f  t o  see t h a t  t h e  c r ime  was avenged. Fo l low-  

i n g  one l e a d  a f t e r  ano ther  l i k e  a  bloodhound, Beachy e v e n t u a l l y  b rough t  t h e  

t h r e e  men back t o  Lewis ton  where t h e y  rece i ved  a  f a i r  and honest t r i a l .  They 

were d u l y  conv i c t ed  and l a t e r  hanged on what i s  now known as t h e  Poe Grade 



l e a d i n g  from t h e  business d i s t r i c t  o f  Lewis ton t o  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  s e c t i o n  

on Normal H i l l ,  d i r e c t l y  n o r t h  o f  t h e  Lewis ton  High School. [ Z ]  I n  honor 

o f  t h e  v i c t i m  o f  t h i s  f o u l  deed, t h e  space between t h e  Salmon R i ve r  Breaks 

P r i m i  t i v e  Area and t h e  Sel way-Bi t t e r r o o t  W i  1  derness has been named t h e  

Magruder C o r r i d o r .  

Gold i n  Boise Basin i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  have been known t o  a  Hudson's 

Bay Company t r a p p e r  as e a r l y  as 1844, b u t  t h e  d i scove ry  t h a t  s e t  o f f  

I d a h o ' s  ma jo r  g o l d  r u s h  d i d  n o t  come u n t i l  August 2, 1862 [70]. IYoses 

Splawn, an E l  k  City and F lo rence  miner ,  ob ta ined  i n f o r m a t i o n  about  t h e  

occurrence o f  g o l d  i n  Boise Basin f rom a  Bannock I nd ian .  A t  Auburn, Oregon 

(near  p resen t  Baker) Splawn j o i n e d  D .  H. Fogus 's  band o f  p rospec to rs  and 

t h i s  group l a t e r  was augmented by a  p a r t y  under George Grimes. A l though 

they  had t o  go t o  some e f f o r t  t o  avo id  h o s t i l e  encounters w i t h  Ind ians ,  t he  

Spl awn-Grimes-Fogus p a r t y  f i n a l  l y  reached t h e  Boise Basin where t he  Bannock 

I n d i a n ' s  s t o r y  was co r robo ra ted .  Grimes was shot ,  presumably by a  h o s t i l e  

I n d i a n ,  be fo re  t h e  p a r t y  l e f t  t h e  bas in  t o  o rgan ize  f o r  deve lop ing  t h e  new 

d  i scovery . 
A  major  Boise go ld  r u s h  developed i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1862 when f u r t h e r  

p rospec t i ng  began t o  suggest t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t he  new p l a c e r  coun t r y .  The 

m in ing  camps o f  Hogem ( P i o n e e r v i l  l e ) ,  Bannock City ( Idaho  C i t y ) ,  P l a c e r v i l  l e ,  

C e n t e r v i l l e ,  and G r a n i t e  City were founded. Even be fo re  t h e  r i d g e s  and 

streams were f r e e  f rom snow i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1863, p rospec to rs  were f ann ing  

o u t  t o  examine surrounding areas.  Soon, d i s c o v e r i e s  were made i n  t h e  

"South Boise"  d i s t r i c t  a t  Rocky Bar. P lacer  m in ing  was t h e  o r i g i n a l  a c t i v i t y  

a t  a l l  o f  these l o c a t i o n s ,  b u t  i n t e r e s t  i n  l o d e  m in ing  developed a lmost  

immediate ly ,  e s p e c i a l l y  -in t h e  South Boise d i s t r i c t ,  and some o f  these 

mines became ma jo r  producers o f  go ld .  A1 though qua r t z  m in ing  a c t i v i t i e s  

c a r r i e d  on f o r  a  number o f  years ,  t he  i n i t i a l  southwestern Idaho g o l d  rush  

and exc i tement  ended by t h e  summer o f  1866. 

Ser ious p rospec t i ng  o f  t h e  Sawtooth Range g o t  underway a t  l e a s t  as 

e a r l y  as t he  Surr~mer of 1864. J. Mar ion More, o f  Idaho City, searched t he  

Sawtooth Range f o r  p rec ious  meta ls .  Dur ing  t h e  same summer, s i l v e r  lodes i n  

Banner were t r aced  o u t  of a l r eady  a c t i v e  Crooked R i v e r  p l ace rs ,  which i n  

t u r n  had been found by p rospec to rs  r a d i a t i n g  f rom Boise Basin i n  1863. The 



f i r s t  stamp m i l l  was e rec ted  i n  Banner i n  1874, bu t ,  as was t h e  case i n  

most such d i s t r i c t s ,  ma jo r  p r o d u c t i o n  came a f t e r  1882. 

A l so  d u r i n g  t h e  summer o f  1864, John S tan ley  l e d  a  p a r t y  sou theas t  

f r om  Warrens and approached Stan1 ey Bas in  (named on t h a t  occas ion)  by way 

o f  Bear V a l l e y  and Cape Horn. Several  p l a c e r  d i s c o v e r i e s  made on t h a t  

t r i p  seemed t o  be t oo  remote t o  j u s t i f y  development. So t h e  group crossed 

t h e  Sawtooth Range t o  t h e  upper M i d d l e  Fork  o f  t h e  Boise.  There on  Yuba 

R i v e r  they  organized a  m in i ng  d i s t r i c t ,  J u l y  20, and i n  t h e  f a l l  made a  

f a r  more s i g n i f i c a n t  d i s c o v e r y  : The impo r tan t  A t l a n t a  Lode. Located n o t  

f a r  west  o f  t h e  Sawtooth Range, t h e  A t l a n t a  mines b rough t  ano ther  - important 

community i n t o  t h e  Sawtooth r e g i o n .  L i m i t e d  q u a r t z  p roduc t i on  began t o  

supplement Yuba p l a c e r s  i n  1866, and stamp m i l l i n g  a t  A t l a n t a  began i n  1867. 

Remoteness f r o m  good t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  - t h e  end o f  t h e  nea res t  

wagon road  was a t  Rocky Bar, some 14 m i l e s  over  a  h i g h  r i d g e  - h e l d  back 

A t l a n t a  f o r  many yea rs .  [27] As a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  r e a l l y  success fu l  l a r g e  

s c a l e  m in i ng  o f  t h e  A t l a n t a  Lode came a f t e r  1932. [70] 

The m in i ng  a t  Leesburg i n  t h e  upper Salmon Bas in  grew o u t  o f  m in i ng  

i n  western Montana [70]. Led by F. B. Sharkey, a  f ive-man d i s c o v e r y  p a r t y  

l e f t  Deer Lodge June 10, 1866, t o  examine t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  t h e  southwest.  

Reaching I iap ias Creek on J u l y  16, t h e  e x p l o r e r s  sank a  p rospec t  h o l e  t o  

bedrock and found h i g h  pay ing  g r a v e l .  News o f  t h e  Lemhi p l a c e r s  reached 

Bannack i n  t i m e  t o  s t a r t  a  r u s h  t o  Leesburg, August 19. A l t hough  a t  f i r s t  

i t  seemed t h a t  t h e  s t r e e t s  of Bannack would be deser ted ,  S. F. Dunlap, 

a  cor respondent  f o r  t h e  Montana Pos t  o f  V i r g i n i a  City, f i n a l l y  w ro te  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  i n  which t h e  beg inn ings  o f  Salmon City a r e  noted:  

Bannack s t i l l  p rogresses.  Pack t r a i n  a f t e r  pack t r a i n  
f rom Salmon R i v e r  mines a r r i v e  i n  town f o r  goods, and g i v e  
t h e  b e s t  p r o o f  i n  t h e  w o r l d  t h a t  t h e  above mines a r e  good and 
ex tens i ve .  I t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  ' d u s t '  assays as w e l l  as t h e  
Bannack; and f i v e  o r  s i x  hundred miners  a r e  prepared t o  w i n t e r  
a t  t h e  mines, w h i l e  o t h e r s  a r e  b u i l d i n g  t h e i r  cab ins  a t  t h e  
c r o s s i n g  o f  Lemhi v a l l e y ,  f i f t e e n  m i l e s  f rom t h e  mines. The 
v a l l e y  i s  warm, and good f o r  w i n t e r  g raz i ng .  We b e l i e v e  Salmon 
r i v e r  w i l l  be t h e  b e s t  m in i ng  camp i n  t h e  Rocky Mountains n e x t  
season. 

Leesburg went th rough  t h e  usua l  p a t t e r n  o f  a  g o l d  rush ;  a  stampede 

t o  t h e  new d i s t r i c t  f o l l o w e d  by i n i t i a l  d i sappo in tment  o f  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  



number o f  f o r t une  hun te rs ,  f o l l owed  i n  t u r n  by es tab l i shment  o f  a  

permanent camp o f  p rospec to rs  and miners  who began t o  f i n d  evidence t h a t  

t h e i r  mines had a  g r e a t  f u t u r e .  Whi le  a  suggest ion t h a t  Leesburg had more 

g o l d  than Boise Basin proved t o  be unfounded, m in ing  on a  modest s c a l e  

con t i nued  i n  t h e  area f o r  many years .  As ide f rom l e a d i n g  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  

found ing  o f  an i m p o r t a n t  s e r v i c e  c o r n u n i t y  i n  Salmon, t he  r u s h  t o  Leesburg 

was a  ma jo r  f a c t o r  i n  b r i n g i n g  min ing  t o  a  l a r g e ,  undeveloped area o f  c e n t r a l  

Idaho. [70] 

I n  t h e  rough c o u n t r y  o f  t h e  Salmon R i ve r  mountains,  which separated 

t h e  1866 Leesburg p l a c e r s  f rom t h e  s l  i g h t l y  o l d e r  mines a t  A t l a n t a  and 

Banner, go ld  miners prospected a  number o f  remote streams i n  t h e i r  cons tan t  

search f o r  new bananzas. By 1868, a  few miners were busy around S tan ley  and 

o t h e r s  were runn ing  a  h y d r a u l i c  g i a n t  a t  Robinson 's  Bar. The b i g  exc i tement  

i n  t h e  suliimer o f  1869 was t h e  r u s h  t o  Loon Creek. Gold had been n o t i c e d  on 

Loon Creek as e a r l y  as 1864, and aga in  i n  1866. I n  May, 1869, Nathan 

Smi th  s e t  o u t  w i t h  a  p a r t y  from Leesburg t o  a s c e r t a i n  t he  e x t e n t  and p o t e n t i a l  

va lue  o f  t h e  Loon Creek p l ace rs .  Pleased w i t h  t h e  p rospec t ,  Smith re tu rned  

w i t h  a  stampede o f  60 o r  70 miners o u t  o f  Leesburg, J u l y  19. Loon Creek was 

o rgan ized  i n t o  t h r e e  m in ing  d i s t r i c t s  so t h a t  each miner  cou ld  l e g a l l y  

ho ld  n i n e  c l a ims ,  t h r e e  i n  each o f  t h e  new d i s t r i c t s .  When news o f  t h e  ex- 

c i t emen t  g o t  ou t ,  rushes t o  Loon Creek developed f rom Boise Basin and f rom 

Montana. Wi th  no new cla-inis a v a i l a b l e  f o r  most o f  t h e  newcomers, and no 

houses i n  t h e  new town o f  Oro Grande ( l a t e r  c a l l e d  Casto)  d u r i n g  t h e  summer 

of  1869, o n l y  200 men spent  t h e  f i r s t  w i n t e r  i n  t h a t  camp. A f t e r  t h r e e  

seasons, m in ing  began t o  d e p l e t e  t h e  b e t t e r  p l a c e r s  and by t h e  s p r i n g  o f  

1872, Oro Grande's p o p u l a t i o n  o f  72 was h a l f  Chinese. Lode m in ing  began 

a f t e r  t h e  d i scove ry  o f  The L o s t  Packer i n  1902, b u t  t h e  h i g h  c o s t  o f  m in ing  

i n  a  d i s t r i c t  so d i f f i c u l t  o f  access 1  i m i t e d  p roduc t i on  g r e a t l y ;  o n l y  t he  

r i c h e s t  o r e  c o u l d  be processed, and much o f  t he  o r i g i n a l  expec ta t i on  f o r  

Loon Creek s imp ly  cou ld  n o t  be r e a l i z e d .  [30] 

Yankee Fork g o t  o f f  t o  a  s u r p r i s i n g l y  s low s t a r t .  Joe l  Richardson 

and a  p a r t y  o f  yankee p rospec to rs  examined Yankee Fork w h i l e  t r a v e l i n g  

th rough t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  Salmon R i v e r  coun t r y  i n  1866 o r  1867. As ide 

from bestowing a  name t o  t he  stream, these men l e f t  l i t t l e  i m p r i n t  t h e r e  

before r e t r e a t i n g  t o  Montana. A f t e r  t h e  r u s h  t o  Loon Creek, p l a c e r  m in ing  



began on Yankee Fork  b u t  no grounds f o r  a  stampede m a t e r i a l i z e d .  I n  f a c t ,  

l o d e  d i s c o v e r i e s  d i d  n o t  come u n t i l  t h e  summer o f  1875 when W .  A. Nor ton  

came across t h e  k i n d  o f  v e i n  t h a t  eve ry  p rospec to r  dreamt o f  f i n d i n g  some 

day. I n  a  h i g h  grade v e i n  he n o t i c e d  a  seam o f  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  r i c h  o r e  

o n l y  two o r  t h r e e  inches  t h i c k .  Wi th  t h e  he lp  o f  a  p a r t n e r  o r  two, he 

was a b l e  t o  pound o u t  11,500 d o l l a r s  w o r t h  o f  g o l d  i n  a  hand mor ta r  i n  30 

days. No r u s h  t o  Yankee Fork  a t tended  N o r t o n ' s  d i s c o v e r y  o f  t h e  f abu lous  

Char les i l i ckens ,  however. 

I n  1876, t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  o t h e r  ex t reme ly  r i c h  lodes  f o l l o w e d  t h e  

Char les  Dickens.  Most n o t a b l e  o f  a1 1  was t h e  General Cus te r  d iscovered  

August 17. The Cus te r  a l s o  r a t e d  as a  p r o s p e c t o r ' s  dream, b u t  i t  d i f f e r e d  

f r om t h e  Char les  Dickens i n  t h a t  most o f  t h e  v e i n  happened t o  be exposed 

on t h e  su r f ace .  Thus t h e  miners  cou ld  a v o i d  a  g r e a t  dea l  o f  expens ive 

development work.  A l s o  d iscovered  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  were t h e  Montana and 

Unknown ve ins .  Other  p rospec t i ng  went on i n  t h e  l o c a l i t y  and soon t h e r e  

was enough a c t i v i t y  t o  j u s t i f y  b u i l d i n g  a  town o r  two. Bonanza City began 

t o  grow up d u r i n g  t h e  summer o f  1877 near  t h e  Char les  Dickens, and ano the r  

community o f  Cus te r  f o l l o w e d  ove r  near t h e  Cus te r  mine a  y e a r  o r  two l a t e r .  

E v e n t u a l l y  a  r oad  was b u i l t  t o  connect  t h e  Yankee Fork  mines w i t h  

C h a l l i s ,  San Franc isco  engineers  and c a p i t a l  were b rough t  i n ,  and by 1881 

t h e  Yankee Fork  mines a t  l a s t  were showing t h e i r  g r e a t  p o t e n t i a l .  The 

Char les  Dickens and Cus te r  mines were operated by a  B r i t i s h  concern f rom 

1887 t o  1895. 

Across f r om t h e  Montana, t h e  Sunbeam Company b rough t  i n  a  new m i l l  

i n  1904. A t t a i n i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  1907 and 1908, t h e  Sunbeam 

gained d i s t i n c t i o n  as t h e  ma jo r  producer  o f  Cus te r  County i n  1909. W i t h  

t h e  i n t e n t i o n  of p rocess ing  enormous rese rves  o f  low-grade rock ,  t h e  m i l l  

was en larged i n  1910 and Sunbeam Dam and powerhouse were cons t ruc ted .  The 

dam, abou t  25 f e e t  h i g h  and c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  conc re te  and t imber ,  was l o c a t e d  

on Salmon R i v e r  about  o n e - f o u r t h  m i l e  above t h e  mouth o f  Yankee Fork .  Water 

was d i v e r t e d  i n t o  a  f l ume and tunne l  300 f e e t  l o n g  d r i v e n  th rough  t h e  r i g h t  

abutment and equipped w i t h  ga tes .  The powerhouse was a  wooden s t r u c t u r e  

c o n t a i n i n g  one 500-horsepower t u r b i  ne and one 300-k i  1  o w a t t  genera t o r .  The 

t r ansm iss i on  1  i n e  was 13 m i l e s  l ong .  [20] 



I n  s p i t e  o f  these itnprove~iients, i n  191 1  t h e  Sunbeam had t o  shu t  

down and f o r g e t  about  t h e  low-grade mountain; thus  t h e  expansion and power 

p l a n t  came too  l a t e  t o  be o f  much use. At tempts a t  d redg ing  Yankee Fork 

a l s o  were undertaken i n  these years ,  b u t  major  p roduc t i on  o f  t h i s  k i n d  d i d  

n o t  come u n t i l  t h e  pe r i ods  o f  1939-1 942 and 1946-1 951 . [27] 

The Sawtooth and Vienna m in ing  areas opened i n  1879 when news o f  

t h e  r i c h  d i s c o v e r i e s  o f  a  p rospec t ing  p a r t y  l e d  by Lev i  Smiley reached 

t h e  sur round ing  m in ing  camps. Campsites were l a i d  o u t  i n  Beaver, Smiley, 

and Lake Canyons and by 1882, Sawtooth City i n  Beaver Canyon and Vienna 

i n  Smiley Canyon were s i z e a b l e  camps. A h o s t i l e  r i v a l r y  grew up between 

these two towns which, because they  were o n l y  e i g h t  m i l e s  a p a r t ,  se r v i ced  

t h e  same general  area.  

The Sawtooth camp was developed f i r s t .  The Columbia and Beaver 

Company b u i l t  a  t o l l  road f rom Sawtooth City t o  Ketchum; e rec ted  a  ten-  

stamp q u a r t z  m i l l ;  and cons t ruc ted  a  l a r g e  sawmi l l .  Over 100,000 d o l l a r s  

was poured . into t h e  camp be fo re  a  s i q g l e  r u n  o f  o r e  was made. The m i l l  

was completed i n  1882, b u t  then, because o f  a  combinat ion o f  d i f f i c u l t i e s  - 
o res  which were so expensive t o  process t h a t  o n l y  h igh-g rad ing  was p r o f i t a b l e ;  

bad weather making t h e  r e g i o n  p r a c t i c a l  l y  i naccessi  b l  e; and poor managenlent 

by Cornpany supe rv i so rs  -, i t  remained i d l e .  Under new management, t h e  m i l l  

was renovated,  and i n  1886, f o r  t he  f i r s t  t ime,  i t  r a n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  a l l  

season. However, t h e  m i l l  never reopened a f t e r  t h i s  r un .  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  t h e  Columbia and Beaver Company, severa l  mines i n  Beaver 

Canyon were s u c c e s s f u l l y  e x p l o i t e d .  The P i l g r i m  produced niuch o f  t h e  e a r l y  

r i c h  o res  t h a t  caused t h e  Sawtooth area t o  boom. A  d i s a s t r o u s  f i r e  i n  t h e  

S i l v e r  King Mine i n  1892 ended l a r g e - s c a l e  m in ing  a t  Sawtooth. 

The Vienna m in ing  area was much more successfu l  than  i t s  ne ighbor .  

By 1883 t h e  Vienna Consol idated M in ing  Company had e rec ted  a  20-starnp ~iiill 

and was t u r n i n g  o u t  40,000 t o  50,000 d o l l a r s  per  month f rom Vienna and 

Mounta in  King o res .  A  l aw  s u i t  over  a  con tes ted  c l a i m  t e m p o r a r i l y  shu t  

down t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  1885 and t he  company never aga in  en joyed t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  

o f  t h e  1882-1885 p e r i o d .  I n  1888 an a t t emp t  was made t o  d r i v e  a  tunnel t o  

t h e  Boise s i d e  o f  t h e  d i v i d e  b u t  t h e  investment  f a i l e d  t o  pay o f f .  I n  

1917 a  new camp was es tab l i shed ,  b u t  t h e  m i l l  was never r u n  and t h e  area, 



which had produced ove r  a  h a l f  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  w o r t h  o f  s i l v e r ,  sank 

i n t o  r u i n .  [26] 

Rushes t o  Wood R i v e r  occu r red  f r om Boise Bas in  as e a r l y  as  1863, 

b u t  i t  was n o t  u n t i l  1879 t h a t  s i g n i f i c a n t  development t ook  p l ace .  Galena 

City was founded on Wood R i v e r  September 15 and a  m i n i n g  d i s t r i c t  was 

o rgan ized .  L e a d - s i l v e r  was d i scove red  and t h e  m in i ng  o f  these  base me ta l s  

on Wood R i v e r  soon became more i m p o r t a n t  than  t h e  m in i ng  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  

g o l d - q u a r t z  c l a i m s .  Though n o t  u n l i k e  go ld -qua r t z  m i n i n g  i n  many ways, 

base-metal m i n i n g  r e q u i r e d  an even more s u b s t a n t i a l  i n d u s t r i a l  development.  

Smel ters ,  which came t o  Wood R i v e r  n o t  l o n g  a f t e r  1880, were a  n e c e s s i t y ,  

and r a i l  road t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  was i m p e r a t i v e  f o r  success fu l  o p e r a t i o n .  It 

was no co inc i dence  t h a t  t h e  Union P a c i f i c  t ook  t i m e  o u t ,  w h i l e  c o n s t r u c t i n g  

t h e  Oregon S h o r t  L i n e  th rough  Snake R i v e r  V a l l e y  i n  1882, t o  b u i l d  t h e  

Wood R i v e r  Branch t o  Hai 1  ey and Ketchum. [22] 

The l a s t  g o l d  r u s h  i n  Idaho occur red  i n  1902 a t  Thunder Mounta in  

near  t h e  headwaters o f  ivlonumental Creek. C r e d i t  f o r  d i s c o v e r y  o f  t h e  Thunder 

Mounta in  g o l d  ou t c rops  i n  1895 i s  g e n e r a l l y  g i v e n  t o  Ben and 3an Caswel l .  

These men, p l u s  ano the r  b r o t h e r  and two o t h e r  men, mined i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  f o r  

seven y e a r s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  stampede. There was no p l a c e r  ground i n  t h e  gen- 

e r a l  l y  accepted sense, b u t  a  huge po rphy ry  d i k e  c rossed  t h e  c o u n t r y  and i t  

was f r om t h i s  decomposed d i k e  t h a t  t h e  g o l d  was washed. These p rospec to r s  

l o c a t e d  t h e  d i k e  and i-L i s  es t imated  t h a t  t h e y  t ook  o u t  i n  excess o f  

20,000 do1 l a r s  by t h e  use o f  ex t r eme l y  c rude  equipment. 

Thunder Mountain p r o v i d e d  m i n i n g  sharks a  s p l e n d i d  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  

l o c a t e  c l a i m s  and s e l l  m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  w o r t h  o f  s t o c k  on t h e  s t r e n g t h  

o f  t h e  pu rpo r t ed  r i c h  s t r i k e s  t h a t  had been made, o n l y  t o  l e a v e  t h e  s t o c k  

buyers  h o l d i n g  as t h e i r  o n l y  a s s e t  w o r t h l e s s  p i eces  o f  paper .  It i s  

es t ima ted  t h a t  f a r  more money was mined f r o m  t h e  pub1 i c  than  ever  was taken  

f r o m  t h e  ground i n  t h e  Thunder Mounta in  d i s t r i c t .  

Colonel  W. H. Dewey, a  sou thern  Idaho m i l l i o n a i r e  who was i n s t r u m e n t a l  

-in deve lop ing  t h e  S i l v e r  City mines, l ea rned  o f  t h e  Caswel l  o p e r a t i o n s ,  

o b t a i n e d  an  o p t i o n  on t h e  c l a i m s  f o r  100,000 d o l l a r s ,  s e n t  i n  eng ineers  t o  

examine t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  and as t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a  f a v o r a b l e  r e p o r t ,  p a i d  t h e  

agreed p r i c e .  Dewey o rgan i zed  a  company among P i t t s b u r g h ,  Pennsy lvan ia ,  

c a p i t a l i s t s  and proceeded t o  d r i v e  seve ra l  hundred f e e t  o f  t u n n e l s  and 



crosscuts. A ten-stamp mill and a 40-stamp mill for the Thunder Mountain 

mines were packed in on mules over a tortuous road t h a t  had been con- 

structed from the vicinity of present Cascade, Idaho. Although expectations 

were great, the venture was never a success. 

Several boom towns grew rapidly, b u t  only two, Thunder City and 

Roosevel t ,  lasted for any significant length of time. Eventually, a 

portion of Thunder Mountain sl id into the valley, damming u p  Monumental 

Creek downstream from Roosevelt, and the remnants of the town are now under 

many feet  of water. [2] 

There were a total of 49 early-organized mining d i s t r i c t s  in the 

Salmon River drainage basin [49], b u t  only the discoveries previously 

described resul ted in important "rushes" or "stampedes". Other we1 1 - 
known mining d i s t r i c t s  from which there was notable production, mostly 

gold, include: Bayhorse, Big Creek, Blackbird, Blue Wing, Buffalo Hump, 

Dixie, Edwardsburg, Gi bbonsvil l e y  Indian Creek, Iilineral Hill , Profile, 

Seafoam, Ye1 1 owjacket, and Ye1 low Pine. 

The ores in the great mineralized zones of Salmon Basin are not 

limited to those of the precious metals. In more modern times, in addition 

to the base metals, more exotic minerals, including those of special use 

in the space age, have been mined. Of particular -irr~portance are antimony, 

which was obtained from s t ibni te  ores mined in the Yellow Pine District 

of Val ley County from 1932 to 1952; tungsten, of which nearly ten percent 

of a l l  produced in the United States since 1900 has come from the Ima Mine 

in the Blue Wing District of Lemhi County, and the Yellow Pine IYine, both 

of which are closed a t  present; mercury, of which the Hermes Mine of the 
Ye1 1 ow Pine Distr ict  produced 10,700 flasks between 1942 and 1948; flourspar 

from Lemhi and Custer counties during the period 1951 -1953; copper, mainly 

from the Calera Mine, Lemhi County, from 1951 to the present; cobalt, also 

from the Cal era Ibline during the period 1951 -1959; columbium and tantal ium 

from Bear Valley placers in Valley County during the period 1956-1959; and 

lead and zinc of which the Clayton [.line, Custer County, i s  the principal 

producer in the basin. 



TERRITORIAL STATUS, STATEHOOD, 

AND COUNTIES 

Compara t i ve ly  few A~i ier icans knew a n y t h i n g  o f  t h e  v a s t  t e r r i t o r y  

which came so unexpec ted ly  i n t o  t h e  possess ion o f  t h e  Un i t ed  S ta tes  by 

t h e  Lou i s i ana  Purchase T r e a t y  o f  1803, o r  o f  t h e  l a n d  t h a t  l a y  between 

t h e  ill -de f i ned  western boundar ies o f  t h a t  cess i on  and t h e  P a c i f i c  Ocean 

[7]. Thomas J e f f e r s o n  was one American f o r  whom t h e  unknown c o u n t r y  

west o f  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  had l o n g  h e l d  a  s t r o n g  f a s c i n a t i o n .  He had f ea red  

f o r  some t i m e  t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  m i g h t  e x p l o r e  and c o l o n i z e  t h e  Far  West. 

One o f  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  mot i ves  i n  h i s  d i r e c t i o n s  t o  Lewis and C l a r k  was t h e  

poss i  b i l  i ty o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  c l a i m  t o  t h e  Pac i f i c -No r t hwes t  r e g i o n  by 

r i g h t  o f  e x p l o r a t i o n .  

T e r r i t o r i a l  s t a t u s  

The l o n g  p e r i o d  o f  deba te  ove r  sove re i gn t y  o f  t h e  Oregon Country,  

d u r i n g  which war w i t h  Grea t  B r i t i a n  a t  t imes  seemed 'imminent, t e rm ina ted  

d u r i n g  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  James K. Po lk .  A f t e r  he was nominated f o r  

p res i den t ,  " F i f t y - f o u r  f o r t y  o r  f i g h t " ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  geograph ica l  

l a t i t u d e  o f  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s '  c la im,  had become a  campaign s logan.  The 

B r i t i s h  c l a i m  was f o r  a l l  t e r r i t o r y  west and n o r t h  o f  Columbia R i v e r .  I n  

r e a l  i ty, c l a ims  t o  t h e  r e g i o n  by bo th  c o u n t r i e s  were o f  about  equal 

v a l i d i t y ,  b u t  a  compromise was f i n a l l y  reached i n  June, 1846, f o r  t h e  4 9 t h  

p a r a l l e l ,  excep t  t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  ob ta i ned  possess ion o f  a l l  o f  Vancouver 

I s l a n d .  The Oregon T e r r i t o r y  was c rea ted  i n  1848, a l t hough  a  b i l l  t o  es- 

t a b l i s h  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  had been i n t r oduced  i n  Congress t e n  y e a r s  e a r l i e r .  

The Oregon T e r r i t o r y  comprised t h e  r e g i o n  between t h e  42nd and 4 9 t h  

p a r a l l e l s  f rom t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  d i v i d e  t o  t h e  P a c i f i c  Ocean. E a r l y  i n  1853, 

Congress acceded t o  t h e  r eques t s  o f  t h e  s e t t l e r s  and c r e a t e d  t h e  T e r r i t o r y  

o f  Washington, c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t h e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  Oregon T e r r i t o r y  

l y i n g  n o r t h  o f  Columbia R i v e r  and t h e  4 6 t h  para1 l e l  . I n  t h e  meantime, a  

movement f o r  s ta tehood was i n  progress i n  Oregon and w i t h o u t  w a i t i n g  f o r  

Congressional  a c t i o n ,  s t a t e  government was o rgan ized  i n  1858. On February  

14, 1859, Oregon was adm i t t ed  t o  t h e  Union w i t h  i t s  p resen t  boundar ies.  



The r e g i o n  between t h e  eas te rn  boundary and t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  d i v i d e  was 

added t o  t h e  Was h i  ng t o n  T e r r i t o r y .  

A  b i l l  p e r m i t t i n g  t h e  people t o  vo te  on a  c o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  t he  S t a t e  

o f  Idaho was i n t r oduced  i n  January, 1463, and passed t h e  Washington c o u n c i l .  

The house amended t h e  b i l l  t o  read " S t a t e  o f  Washington" and then  t a b l e d  i t .  

On making a  d i r e c t  appeal t o  Congress, t h e  p e t i t i o n e r s  were more successfu l  

and Idaho T e r r i t o r y  was organized March 3, 1863. I t  inc luded  t h e  p resen t  

s t a t e s  o f  Idaho, Montana and Wyoming - more than 300,000 square m i l e s .  But  

i n  March, 1864, Montana T e r r i t o r y  was c rea ted ,  and i n  1868, Wyoming took  

away a  l a r g e  p a r t  o f  southeastern Idaho. Th i s  reduced Idaho t o  i t s  p resen t  

s i z e  o f  83,557 square m i l e s .  

Statehood 

The f i r s t  governor  o f  Idaho T e r r i t o r y ,  W .  H. Wallace, made h i s  head- 

q u a r t e r s  a t  Lewis ton,  near h i s  own home. I t  was t h e  o l d e s t  town, b u t  t h e  

l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l  so f a r  f rom t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  and c l o s e  

t o  t he  Washington 1  i n e  was n o t  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  people.  Wallace 

was e l e c t e d  de lega te  t o  Congress and W i l l i a m  B. Dan ie ls ,  s e c r e t a r y  f o r  t he  

t e r r i t o r y ,  took h i s  p l ace  i n  i)ecember, 1863. I n  February, 1864, Caleb Lyon 

of Lyonsdale, New York, was appointed governor and, th rough  some ch icanery  

on h i s  p a r t ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  o f  1864 passed an a c t  removing t h e  c a p i t o l  t o  

Boise City. The c i t i z e n s  o f  Lewis ton  ob jec ted  t o  t h e  t r a n s f e r  and even 

ob ta ined  a  c o u r t  o rde r  e n j o i n i n g  t he  removal o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  seal  and 

a rch i ves .  The governor went duck shoo t i ng  and improved t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  

g e t  s a f e l y  away t o  t h e  southern p a r t  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y .  A  new Secre ta ry ,  

C .  De W i t t  Smith, was sen t  f rom Washington. It was suspected t h a t  he i n -  

tended t o  v i o l a t e  t h e  i n j u n c t i o n ,  and t h e  c o u r t  o rdered  t h e  s h e r i f f  t o  

enforce i t  and t o  d e p u t i z e  c i t i z e n s  t o  a s s i s t .  Smi th  secured a  detachment 

o f  t r oops  f rom F o r t  Lapwai who escor ted  him, w i t h  t h e  seal  and a rch ives ,  

across t h e  Washington l i n e .  He took  t h e  reco rds  t o  Boise, where they  r e -  

mained. The c o u r t  h e l d  t h a t  t h e  a c t  l o c a t i n g  t h e  c a p i t a l  i n  Boise was 

i l l e g a l  and made t h e  i n j u n c t i o n  permanent. An appeal was taken t o  t h e  Idaho 

Supreme Cou r t  and Lewis ton l o s t  when t he  case was decided i n  1866. The 

a c t  of J u l y  3, 1890, making Idaho t he  43rd s t a t e  t o  be admi t ted  i n t o  t h e  

un ion,  made Boise t h e  c a p i t a l  by s t a t u t e .  George L .  Shoup, t h e  l a s t  



t e r r i t o r i a l  execu t i ve  was e l e c t e d  t h e  f i r s t  governor  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Idaho 

[13]. F i gu res  5  and 6 show t e r r i t o r i a l  and s t a t e  boundar ies i n  t h e  Oregon 

c o u n t r y  b e f o r e  and a f t e r  f o rma t i on  o f  t h e  Idaho T e r r i t o r y .  

There has been a g r e a t  deal  o f  m i s i n f o r m a t i o n  generated ove r  t h e  yea rs  

as t o  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  t h e  nanie Idaho. A lmost  f rom t h e  beginn ing,  t h e  name 

was represen ted  as be ing  an I n d i a n  word pronounced --- E Dah Ho, w i t h  accen t  on 

t h e  second s y l l a b l e ,  and meaning "gem o f  t h e  mountains",  " l i g h t  descending 

t h e  mountains as t h e  sun r i s e s "  and s i m i l a r  express ions.  Ca re fu l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  

by modern scho la r s  show t h a t  Idaho has no I n d i a n  meaning whatsoever. On t h e  

c o n t r a r y ,  t h e  name most 1  i k e l y  was concocted by George M. W i l  1  i n g ,  a  de- 

c e i t f u l  proponent  o f  t e r r i t o r i a l  s t a t u s  f o r  t h e  P i k e ' s  Peak mines, i n  connec t i on  

w i t h  t h e  naming o f  t h e  Colorado T e r r i t o r y  [24]. When t h e  Colorado T e r r i t o r y  

was o rgan ized  i n  1861, i t  was a t  f i r s t  proposed t o  name i t  Idaho, b u t  t h e  

name Colorado was adopted a t  t h e  i n s i s t e n c e  o f  Senator Henry Wi lson o f  

Massachusetts.  Wi l son  a l s o  seems t o  have been r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  subsequent 

naming o f  Idaho and Montana. When t h e  r u s h  was on t o  t h e  Idaho mines, a  

Columbia r i v e r  boa t  was named t h e  Idaho by one o f  t h e  owners, Colonel  J. S. 

Ruck le  o f  Po r t l and .  The Washington l e g i s l a t u r e ,  i n  1861, named one o f  t h e  

new coun t i es ,  Idaho, which was t h e  f i r s t  use o f  t h e  name f o r  a  p o l i t i c a l  sub- 

d i v i s i o n  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  I ' jor thwest.  The b i l l  c r e a t i n g  t h e  Idaho T e r r i t o r y  

passed t h e  n a t i o n a l  House i n  1863 w i t h  t h e  name Montana, bu t ,  i n  t h e  Senate, 

W i l  son secured t h e  change t o  Idaho by s i n ~ p l y  1  i n i n g  o u t  t h e  name Montana on 

t h e  p r i n t e d  b i l l  and w r i t i n g  i n  Idaho. The p o p u l a t i o n  o f  Idaho T e r r i t o r y  f o r  

1870, 1880, and 1890, was 17,804; 32,610; and 84,385, r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

Coun t ies  

The f i r s t  s u b d i v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  Oregon T e r r i t o r y  were c a l l e d  

d i s t r i c t s ,  o f  which t h e r e  were f o u r .  The d i v i s i o n  o f  these  huge d i s t r i c t s  

i n t o  c o u n t i e s  i s  o f  cons ide rab le  i n t e r e s t ,  b u t  o n l y  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  c o u n t i e s  

e a s t  o f  t h e  Cascades i s  p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  Idaho reg ion .  When Oregon won 

s ta tehood  i n  1859, Spokane County was s t r e t c h e d  t o  cover  a1 1 o f  Idaho as we1 1 

as western Montana and Wyoming. I n  1861, Shoshone County was formed f r om 

t h e  area between C learwate r  R i v e r  and t h e  42nd p a r a l l e l  ex tend ing  f r om t h e  

Con t i nen ta l  D i v i d e  t o  Snake R i v e r ,  and Missou la  County was c rea ted  by t a k i n g  

away a l l  o f  Spokane County e a s t  o f  t h e  B i t t e r r o o t  Mountains - about  a  t h i r d  



OREGON TERRITORY, 
1848- 1853 

OREGON AND WASHINGTON 
TERRITORIES, 1853- 1859 

OREGON STATE AND WASHINGTON 
TERRITORY, 1'859- 1863 

Figure 5. Territorial and state boundaries involving Salmon 
Basin prior t o  formation of Idaho Territory 
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IDAHO A F T E R  1868 

F i g u r e  6. T e r r i t o r i a l  and s t a t e  boundar ies  i n v o l v i n g  Salmon 
B a s i n  a f t e r  f o r m a t i o n  o f  Idaho T e r r i t o r y  



o f  what was l e f t .  A f t e r  t he  d i s c o v e r y  o f  g o l d  i n  Washington T e r r i t o r y ,  

Nez Perce and Idaho coun t i es  were organized.  Discovery o f  g o l d  i n  Boise 

Basin l e d ,  i n  1863, t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  Boise County, which comprised t h e  

coun t r y  sou th  o f  Paye t te  R i v e r  between Snake R i v e r  and t h e  Rocky Mountains.  

The coun ty  sea t  was a t  Bar~nock City. The o r g a n i z a t i o n  of Idaho T e r r i t o r y  

i n  1863 took  a  huge s l i c e  o f f  o f  Spokane County. The f i r s t  Idaho l e g i s l a t u r e ,  

i n  1864, c rea ted  t e n  c o u n t i e s  i n  t h e  immense r e g i o n  e a s t  o f  t he  B i t t e r r o o t s ,  

and s i x t y  days l a t e r ,  a f t e r  a l l  o f  t h i s  t r o u b l e ,  Congress detached t h e  e n t i r e  

group t o  form Montana T e r r i t o r y .  The f i r s t  l e g i s l a t u r e  l e f t  no r t he rn  Idaho 

w i t h  l i t t l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  The Washington l e g i s l a t u r e  had c rea ted  Shoshone, 

Mez Perce, and Idaho coun t i es ,  and t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  Panhandle which was 

taken  f rom Spokane was l e f t  unorganized and was a t tached t o  Nez Perce f o r  

j u d i c i a l  purposes. C learwate r  County has s i n c e  been taken from Shoshone, 

and o u t  o f  Nez Perce have come Lewis and an a d d i t i o n  t o  Idaho County. The 

narrow s t r - i p  i n  t h e  Panhandle i s  now c u t  i n t o  f i v e  c o u n t i e s  - Latah, Benewah, 

Kootenai ,  Bonner, and Boundary. F i g u r e  7  shows t h e  e v o l u t i o n  of  coun ty  

boundaries i n  Idaho. 

The f o l l o w i n g  b r i e f  h i s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  c o u n t i e s  i n  and ad jacen t  t o  Salmon 

Basin were adapted f rom Rees [47] and The Idaho Almanac [23]. H i s t o r i c a l  

events  which a r e  descr ibed  i n  d e t a i l  e lsewhere i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  a r e  n o t  r e l a t e d  

i n  t h e  coun ty  h i s t o r i e s .  

Shoshone County, c rea ted  by t h e  Washington T e r r i t o r i a l  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n  

1861, was t h e  f i r s t  coun ty  i n  what l a t e r  became t h e  Idaho T e r r i t o r y .  The 

f i r s t  coun ty  sea t  was P ie r ce .  

The second coun ty  i n  Idaho, c rea ted  i n  1861, was Nez Perce County w i t h  

Lewis ton as t h e  coun ty  sea t .  The coun ty  was named f o r  t h e  Nez Perce I nd ians  

and Lewis ton  was named f o r  Capta in  Mer iwether  Lewis o f  t h e  Lewis and C la r k  

Exped i t i on .  Nez Perce County was one o f  t h e  seven c o u n t i e s  o f  1864 f rom 

which a l l  o f  t h e  p resen t  c o u n t i e s  o f  Idaho were c rea ted .  From t h e  t ime  t h a t  

i t s  boundaries were des igna ted  by t h e  F i r s t  T e r r i t o r i a l  L e g i s l a t u r e  of  Idaho 

i n  1863, Nez Perce County underwent a  s e r i e s  o f  changes - changes t h a t  extend- 

ed her 1  i m i t s  and changes t h a t  reduced her  l a n d  t o  c r e a t e  new coun t i es  - u n t i l  

t h e  p resen t  boundaries were e s t a b l  ished by t he  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n  191 1  . 
Well-known h i s t o r i c a l  events  i n  Nez Perce County i n c l u d e  t he  Lewis and C la r k  



Exped i t ion ;  t h e  m i ss i ona ry  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  Reverend and Mrs. Spald ing;  

t h e  es tab l i shmen t  o f  an I n d i a n  agency a t  Lapwai i n  1860; t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  

a  U. S. m i l  i t a r y  p o s t  a l s o  a t  Lapwai i n  1861 ; t h e  found ing  o f  a  f e r r y  

ac ross  t h e  Snake near t h e  mouth o f  C learwate r  R i v e r  i n  t h e  same year ;  and 

t h e  c r e a t i o n  of Nez Perce I n d i a n  Reserva t ion  i n  1863. Lewis ton,  founded 

i n  1861 as a  d i s t r i b u t i n g  p o i n t  f o r  m in i ng  d i s t r i c t s ,  was l a t e r  t h e  

t e r r i t o r i a l  c a p i t a l  f o r  two yea rs  when Idaho became a  t e r r i t o r y .  Lew is ton  

S t a t e  Normal School (now Lewis -C la rk  S t a t e  Co l l ege )  was founded i n  Lewis ton  

i n  1893. 

The t h i r d  coun ty  i n  Idaho, a1 so c rea ted  i n  1861, was Idaho County 

w i t h  F lo rence  as  t h e  f i r s t  coun ty  sea t .  The coun ty  was named f o r  a  steam- 

boa t  t h a t  p l i e d  t h e  Columbia and Snake r i v e r s  beg inn ing  i n  1860. As w i t h  

Nez Perce County, Idaho County boundar ies underwent numerous changes as  

shown on  F i g u r e  7. I n  1868, t h e  coun ty  s e a t  was moved t o  a  r e l a t i v e l y  

unknown p l ace  c a l l e d  Washington i n  Warren 's  m in i ng  camp. I n  1875, t h e  

coun ty  sea t  was changed t o  Mount Idaho, southeast  o f  G r a n g e v i l l e ,  and i n  1902 

i t  was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  i t s  p resen t  l o c a t i o n  a t  G r a n g e v i l l e .  G r a n g e v i l l e  was 

named f o r  t h e  1  oca l  l y  s t r o n g  grange o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Impo r tan t  h i s t o r i c a l  

events  i n  Idaho County i n c l u d e  t h e  Lewis and C l a r k  Exped i t i on ;  Reverend 

Samuel P a r k e r ' s  journey;  e a r l y  m in i ng  a c t i v i t y ,  espec ia l  l y  a t  E l  k  City, 

F lorence,  and Warrens; and t h e  beg inn ing  o f  t h e  Nez Perce I n d i a n  War. 

F lo rence  was t h e  f i r s t  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  coun ty  and i t s  main s t r e e t  was t h e  

f i r s t  recorded pub1 i c  road  i n  Idaho. The f i r s t  town on  Camas P r a i r i e ,  b u i l t  

i n  1862 a t  t h e  n o r t h  end of t h e  "bbse M i l n e r "  t r a i l  t o  F lorence,  was Mount 

Idaho.  I n  1863 t h e  f i r s t  Republ i c a n  conven t i on  i n  t h e  Idaho T e r r i t o r y  was 

h e l d  i n  a  l o g  c a b i n  a t  Mount Idaho. 

The f o u r t h  coun ty  i n  Idaho, c rea ted  i n  1864, was Bo ise  County w i t h  

Bannock City as t h e  coun ty  sea t .  The coun ty  was named f o r  Bo ise  R i v e r  

and Bannock City p robab l y  was named f o r  t h e  Bannock I nd ians .  L a t e r ,  t h e  

name Bannock City was changed t o  Idaho City. A t  i t s  peak, Idaho City 

boasted o f  a  n a t i o n a l l y  famous h o t e l  , and severa l  t h e a t e r s  which p layed t o  

c a p a c i t y  audiences. The e a r l y  h i s t o r y  o f  Bo ise County was assoc ia ted  

p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  t h e  m in i ng  a c t i v i t y  i n  Boise Bas in .  

The seventh coun ty  i n  Idaho, a l s o  c rea ted  i n  1864, was A1 t u r a s  

County w i t h  Esmeralda des igna ted  as t h e  coun ty  seat .  A1 t u r a s  and Esmeralda 



1.  Ada 
2. Adams 
3. Bannock 
4. Bear Lake 
5. Benewah 
6. Bingham 
7 .  B l a i n e  
8. Boise 
9. Bonrrer 

10. B o n n e v i l l e  
11. Boundary 
12. B u t t e  
13. Camas 
14. Canyon 
15. Car ibou 
16. Cassia 

C l a r k  
C l  earwater  
Custer  
Elmo r e  
Frank1 i n  
Fremont 
Gem 
Goodi ng 
Idaho 
J e f f e r s o n  
Jerome 
Kootenai 
Latah 
Lemhi 
Lewis 
L i n c o l  n 

Madison 
Min idoka 
Nez Perce 
Oneida 
Owyhee 
Payet t e  
Power 
Shoshone 
Teton 
Twin F a l l s  
Val 1 ey 
Washington 
A1 t u r a s  
Logan 
Unorganized 

F i g u r e  7. E v o l u t i o n  o f  coun ty  boundar ies i n  Idaho 



a r e  Spanish words meaning "mountainous he igh t s "  and emerald, r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

There i s  some con t rove rsy  ove r  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  Esmeralda, b u t  a p p a r e n t l y  

i t  was a  m in i ng  camp near t h e  mouth o f  Feather  R i ve r  i n  what i s  now Elmore 

County.  A l though  Esmeralda was des igna ted  t h e  coun ty  sea t ,  Rocky Bar 

a c t u a l l y  was t h e  coun ty  s e a t  because Esmeralda was a  ghos t  town when t h e  

coun ty  was o rgan ized .  O r i g i n a l l y ,  t h e  coun ty  i nc l uded  a l l  l ands  n o r t h  o f  

Snake R i v e r  f r om  t h e  mouth of Bruneau R i v e r  t o  L o s t  R i v e r  and as f a r  n o r t h  

as t h e  Sawtooth Mountains.  H i s t o r i c a l  events  i n  t h i s  coun ty  i n c l u d e  f u r  

t r a d e  a c t i v i t i e s ;  m in ing ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  South Boise D i s t r i c t  and i n  

t h e  H a i l e y  Gold B e l t ;  and t h e  beg inn ing  o f  t h e  Bannock I n d i a n  War. By 

1895, A l t u r a s  County had been c o n s i d e r a b l y  reduced i n  a rea  a t  which t i m e  

i t  was abo l i shed  t o  fo rm B l a i n e  County. 

'The n i n t h  coun ty  i n  I:daho, c rea ted  f r om p a r t s  o f  A l t u r a s  and Idaho 

c o u n t i e s  i n  1869, was Lemhi County w i t h  Salmon City as t h e  coun ty  sea t .  The 

coun ty  was named f o r  F o r t  Lemhi and Salmon City was named f o r  Salmon R i v e r .  

The p r i n c i p a l  h i s t o r i c a l  events  assoc ia ted  w i t h  t h i s  coun ty  i n c l u d e  t h e  

Lewis and C l a r k  Exped i t i on ;  f u r  t r a p p i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ;  Reverend Samuel P a r k e r ' s  

jou rney ;  t h e  Mormon m i s s i o n  a t  F o r t  Lemhi; and e a r l y  m in i ng  a c t i v i t y ,  es-  

p e c i a l  l y  a t  Leesburg. 

The t h i r t e e n t h  coun ty  i n  Idaho, c rea ted  f r om t h e  western p a r t  o f  

Lemhi County and t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  A l t u r a s  County i n  1881, was Cus te r  

County w i t h  C h a l l i s  as t h e  coun ty  sea t .  The coun ty  was named f o r  General 

George A. Cus te r  and t h e  coun ty  sea t  was named f o r  A. P. Cha l l  i s ,  who, i n  

1878, founded t h e  town. The h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  coun ty  i s  i nsepa rab l y  l i n k e d  

w i t h  t h e  m in i ng  i n d u s t r y  o f  c e n t r a l  Idaho.  Wi th  t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  t h e  f u r  

t r ade ,  no w h i t e  men came i n t o  t h e  coun ty  u n t i l  t h e  m in i ng  boom, when 

p rospec to rs  fanned o u t  i n  many d i r e c t i o n s  th rough  t h e  Idaho mountains.  The 

bonanzas o f  those  t imes were r i c h ,  b u t  t h e  d i s t a n c e  f rom r a i l r o a d s  and ex- 

h a u s t i o n  o f  t h e  b e s t  o res  e v e n t u a l l y  b rough t  t h e  bonanza yea rs  t o  an end. 

F r e i g h t i n g  was t h e  o n l y  means o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and t h e  f r e i g h t e r s  were 

f r e q u e n t l y  harassed and a t t acked  by I nd ians .  L o s t  R i v e r  was t h e  scene o f  

a  two-day s k i r m i s h  between some o f  George L. Shoup's f r e i g h t e r s  and a  group 

o f  Bannock I nd ians .  The r a i l r o a d  came through and Mackay was founded i n  

1901. 



The e igh teen th  coun ty  i n  Idaho, c rea ted  f rom the  southern p a r t  o f  

A1 t u r a s  County i n  1889, was Logan County w i t h  Shoshone as t h e  coun ty  sea t .  

Th i s  county ,  a long  w i t h  A l t u r a s  County, was abo l i shed  i n  1895 t o  form B l a i n e  

County. 

B l a i n e  County, formed i n  1895 f rom A l t u r a s  and Logan coun t i es ,  was 

named f o r  James G.  B l a i ne ,  t h e  American statesman. The coun ty  s e a t  i s  

Ha i l ey ,  named f o r  Jahn Ha i l ey ,  e a r l y  Idaho p ioneer  and de lega te  t o  t h e  

F o r t y - t h i r d  and F o r t y - n i n t h  Congresses. Bla- ine County 's  e a r l y  h i s t o r y  i s  

p r o p e r l y  t h a t  o f  A1 t u r a s  County. Permanent s e t t l e r s  came i n t o  t h e  r e g i o n  

i n  1879 a f t e r  d r i v i n g  o u t  t h e  I nd ians .  The g r e a t  Wood R i v e r  boom began i n  

1880 and added t h e  go ld  mines i n  t h e  Gold B e l t  t o  t h e  wea l thy  l e a d  and s i l v e r  

mines. Stamp m i l l s  were i n t r oduced  and sme l t i ng  began e a r l y  here. I n -  

d u s t r i a l  m in i ng  developed, w i t h  l a b o r  unions, and l a t e r  un ion  t r o u b l e s  which 

s t a r t e d  r i o t o u s l y  b u t  ended i n  a  labor-management peace t h a t  was never again 

i n t e r r u p t e d .  The f i r s t  fa rming  community was begun a long  Spr ing  Creek i n  

1879. C a t t l e  r a i s i n g  and a g r i c u l t u r e  prospered. The Union P a c i f i c  b u i l t  a  

branch 1  i n e  i n t o  t h e  now r i c h  s e c t i o n .  T h i s  r e g i o n  has many f i r s t s  i n  t h e  

t e r r i t o r y ;  t h e  e a r l i e s t  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t  p l a n t ,  t h e  f i r s t  town w i t h  e l e c t r i c  

l i g h t s ,  and t h e  f i r s t  te lephone system. --- The Wood R i v e r  D a i l e y  Times was t h e  

second e a r l i e s t  newspaper. I n  1936 t h e  Union P a c i f i c  b u i l t  t h e  world-famous 

s k i i n g  c e n t e r  and year- round r e s o r t  o f  Sun V a l l e y .  E rnes t  Hemingway made 

h i s  home a t  Ketchum, nearby, and w ro te  many o f  h i s  g r e a t e s t  works i n  t he  

i n s p i r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  c e n t r a l - I d a h o  reg ion .  He i s  bu r i ed  i n  t h e  unp re ten t i ous  

cemetery on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  Ketchum. 

The t w e n t y - s i x t h  coun ty  i n  Idaho, c rea ted  f rom p a r t  o f  Washington 

County i n  1911, was Adams County w i t h  Counci l  as t h e  coun ty  sea t .  The 

coun ty  was named f o r  John Adams, t h e  second P res iden t  o f  t h e  Un i t ed  S ta tes .  

The lower  lands  of t h e  sou theas t  p a r t  o f  t h e  coun ty  were e a s i l y  access ib l e  

and t he  e a r l y  h i s t o r y  o f  Adams County begins i n  t h a t  a rea .  Counci l  Va l l ey ,  

near t h e  eas te rn  boundary l i n e ,  was t h e  meet ing p l ace  f o r  t h e  c o u n c i l s  o f  

t h e  Nez Perce and Shoshoni Ind ians ,  and Counc i l ,  one o f  t h e  f i r s t  towns 

i n  t h e  county ,  was founded t he re .  I n  1903, when i t  was i nco rpo ra ted ,  

Counci l  had a  p o p u l a t i o n  of 600 people.  I n  Meadows V a l l e y ,  on Goose Creek, 

was t h e  Packer John Cabin. I n  t h i s  c a b i n  t h e  f i r s t  Democrat ic conven t ion  

i n  t h e  Idaho T e r r i t o r y  was he ld .  Du r i ng  t h e  p e r i o d  between 1885 and 1893 



many mines were i n  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  Seven D e v i l  s  Mountains which a r e  noted 

f o r  t h e i r  ruggedness. Dur ing  t h a t  per iod ,  severa l  towns were e s t a b l i s h e d  

t o  t ake  ca re  of t h e  ores,  b u t  t h e  boom d i e d  d u r i n g  t h e  n a t i o n a l  pan i c  o f  1907. 

The twenty-seventh coun ty  i n  Idaho, c rea ted  f rom t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  

o f  Nez Perce County i n  1911, was Lewis County w i t h  Nez Perce as t h e  coun ty  

sea t .  The county  was named f o r  Cap ta in  Mer iwether  Lewis o f  t h e  Lewis and 

C l a r k  E x p e d i t i o n  and t h e  coun ty  sea t  was named f o r  t h e  Nez Perce I nd ians .  

Lewis County was so l o n g  a  p a r t  o f  Nez Perce t h a t  t h e  h i s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  

two c o u n t i e s  a r e  a lmost  i d e n t i c a l .  Lewis County i s  one o f  t h e  s m a l l e s t  

i n  t h e  s t a t e  so i t s  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  makes i t  one o f  t h e  most 

dense ly  s e t t l e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e c t i o n s  o f  Idaho. One o f  i t s  ou t s tand ing  

reco rds  i s  i t s  re1  a t i v e l y  l o n g  e x i s t e n c e  w i t h o u t  any bonded indebtedness.  

The f o r t y - f i r s t  coun ty  i n  Idaho, c rea ted  f rom p a r t s  o f  Boise,  Cus te r  

and Idaho c o u n t i e s  i n  1917, was V a l l e y  County w i t h  Cascade as t he  coun ty  

sea t .  The coun ty  was named f o r  Long Val 1  ey which 1  i e s  near t h e  western 

border  o f  t h e  coun ty  and t h e  coun ty  sea t  was named f o r  nearby Cascade F a l l s  

on Paye t t e  R i ve r  which e x i s t e d  p r i o r  t o  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  Cascade Dam. No tab le  

h i s t o r i c a l  events  which occur red  i n  t h e  area p r i o r  t o  f o r m a t i o n  o f  V a l l e y  

County were t h e  Sheepeater I n d i a n  War and m in i ng  a c t i v i t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  

Thunder Mountain stampede o f  1901 . E a r l y  communit ies were Van Wyck and 

Crawford (1882); Lardo (1886), which l a t e r  was absorbed by McCall ; and 

Thunder City (1900).  As a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  Thunder Mountain d iscovery ,  t h e  

town o f  Roosevel t was es tab l  ished,  o n l y  t o  be submerged under 40 t o  50 f e e t  

o f  wa te r  when Monumental Creek was dammed by an immense e a r t h  s l i d e  i n  1909. 

W i t h  t h e  coming o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  i n  1913, Cascade was founded; t h e  town o f  

Van Wyck, Crawford, and Thunder City merged w i t h  t h e  new town. 

Tab le  1  shows t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  c o u n t i e s  i n  and ad jacen t  t o  Salmon 

Bas in  f rom 1870 t o  1970. I n  making comparisons o f  p o p u l a t i o n  f i g u r e s  f r o m  

census yea r  t o  census year  o r  f rom coun ty  t o  county,  t h e  f r e q u e n t  changes i n  

coun ty  boundar ies shown i n  F i g u r e  7, should  be k e p t  i n  mind. 
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V I .  THE INDIAN WARS 

The utmost  good f a i t h  s h a l l  a lways be observed toward 
t h e  I nd ians ;  t h e i r  l a n d  and p r o p e r t y  s h a l l  never be taken  
f rom them w i t h o u t  t h e i r  consent;  and i n  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y ,  r i g h t s  
and 1  i b e r t y ,  t hey  s h a l l  never  be invaded o r  d i s t u r b e d ,  un less  
i n  j u s t  and l a w f u l  wars a u t h o r i z e d  by Congress; b u t  laws 
founded on'  j u s t i c e  and humanity s h a l l  f rom t ime  t o  t ime  
be made, f o r  p r e v e n t i n g  wrongs done t o  them, and f o r  p re -  
s e r v i n g  peace and F r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  them. 

Nor thwest  Ordinance, 1787. 

It i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  specu la te  on what t h e  course  o f  westward ex- 

pans ion  would have been had t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  Nor thwest  Ord inance 

quoted above been f o l l o w e d  t o  t h e  l e t t e r .  The I n d i a n  wars o f  t h e  West 

r e s u l t e d  i n  l a r g e  p a r t  f r om  t h e  w h i t e  man's a lmos t  complete  d i s r e g a r d  f o r  

t h e  "p rope r t y ,  r i g h t s ,  and l i b e r t y "  of t h e  I nd ians .  By t h e  1840 ' s  people  

were no l o n g e r  con ten ted  t o  assume t h a t  one t i e r  o f  s t a t e s  west  o f  t h e  

M i s s i s s i p p i  would round o u t  t h e  s e t t l e d  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ,  l e a v i n g  

t h e  "Great  American Dese r t "  beyond t o  t h e  I n d i a n s  and as a  p r o f i t a b l e  

f i e l d  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s  of t h e  f u r  t r a d e r s .  The immense t e r r i t o r i a l  expans ion 

t h a t  f o l l o w e d  canno t  be exp la i ned  by c i t i n g  any s i n g l e  o r  s imp le  cause. I n  

p a r t  i t  was due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Far  West had d e f i n i t e l y  come w i t h i n  

t h e  f i e l d  o f  American p o l i t i c s .  The l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  South wanted a d d i t i o n a l  

t e r r i t o r y  o u t  o f  which c o u l d  be carved s t a t e s  f a v o r a b l e  t o  s l a v e r y .  A  

more r e a l i s t i c  cause can be found i n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t y p i c a l  Americans 

who, i n  search o f  f e r t i l e  farms o r  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t r ade ,  passed beyond t h e  

b u n d s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta tes  and i n t o  Texas, C a l i f o r n i a ,  and Oregon. I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  was t h e  emot iona l  d o c t r i n e  o f  "man i f es t  d e s t i n y "  which,  

though n o t  new i n  s p i r i t ,  was a p p a r e n t l y  f i r s t  d e f i n i t e l y  p u t  i n t o  words d u r i n g  

t h i s  t ime .  [7] 

M a n i f e s t  d e s t i n y  i s  t h e  chosen-peopl e, beacon-to-mankind i n t e r -  

p r e t a t i o n  o f  Amer ica 's  m i s s i o n  and d u t y .  A t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p e r i o d  i t  

i n c l u d e d  be1 i e f  i n  a  p r e - o r d i n a t i o n  o r  i n e v i t a b i l i t y  govern ing  t h e  west-  

ward p rogress  o f  t h e  " s t a r  o f  empire".  For  some i t  was d i v i n e  command and 

t h e  supe r i n t end ing  gu idance o f  Prov idence t h a t  f u r n i s h e d  t h e  i r r e s i s t i b l e  

impul se. Others  based t h e i r  p rophec ies  on t h e  cease1 ess u rge  which had f o r  



so l ong  been impel1 i n g  Anglo-Saxon peoples westward. As used i n  t h e  

1840 's  t h e  d o c t r i n e  meant a  "new r e v e l a t i o n  o f  r i g h t "  based upon a 

d i v i n e  purpose and command t h a t  we extend f a r  and wide t h e  b less ings  of 

1  i b e r t y  and s e l f  government. Congressman F ranc i s  Bay1 i e s  of Massachusetts 

had e a r l  i e r  dec la red  t h e  i n e v i  t a  b i  1  i ty  o f  westward expansion i n  connec t ion  

w i t h  debate on a b i l l  t o  occupy t h e  mouth o f  Columbia R i v e r  when he sa id :  

/ t he /  gentlemen a r e  t a l  k i n g  o f  na tu ra l  boundaries.  S i r ,  
our  n a t u r a l  boundary i s  t h e  P a c i f i c  Ocean. The s w e l l i n g  t i d e  
o f  our  p o p u l a t i o n  must r o l l  on u n t i l  t h a t  m igh ty  ocean i n t e r -  
poses i t s  waters,  and 1 i m i t s  ou r  t e r r i t o r i a l  empire. 

The a t t i t u d e  o f  a  r a c i a l  s u p e r i o r i t y  w i t h  r espec t  t o  t h e  Ind ians ,  

whether conscious o r  unconscious, t h a t  had p r e v a i l e d  a lmos t  f rom t h e  

found ing  o f  t h e  young n a t i o n  was expressed by John Qu incy  Adams i n  an 

o r a t i o n  d e l i v e r e d  i n  1802: 

There a r e  m o r a l i s t s  who have quest ioned t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  
Europeans t o  i n t r u d e  upon t he  possessions o f  t he  a b o r i g i n a l s  
i n  any case, and under any 1 i m i t a t i o n s  whatsoever. But  have 
they  ma tu re l y  cons idered t h e  whole s u b j e c t ?  The I n d i a n  r i g h t  
o f  possession i t s e l f  stands, w i t h  r ega rd  t o  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p a r t  
o f  t h e  coun t r y ,  upon a ques t ionab le  foundat ion .  T h e i r  c u l t i -  
vated f i e l d s ;  t h e i r  cons t ruc ted  h a b i t a t i o n s ;  a  space o f  ample 
s u f f i c i e n c y  f o r  t h e i r  subs is tance and whatever t hey  had annexed 
t o  themselves by personal l a b o r ,  was undoubtedly  by t he  law o f  
na tu re  t h e i r s .  But  what i s  t h e  r i g h t  o f  a  huntsman t o  t h e  
f o r e s t  o f  a  thousand m i l e s  over  which he has a c c i d e n t a l l y  ranged 
i n  ques t  o f  prey? S h a l l  t h e  1 i b e r a l  boun t ies  o f  Providence t o  
t h e  r a c e  o f  man be monopolized by one of  t e n  thousand f o r  whom 
they  were c rea ted?  Sha l l  t h e  exuberant bosom o f  t h e  common mother, 
amply adequate t o  t h e  nour ishment o f  m i l l  i ons ,  be c la imed ex- 
c l u s i v e l y  by a few hundreds of her o f f s p r i n g ?  . . . No, generous 
p h i l a n t h r o p i s t s !  Heaven has n o t  been thus  i n c o n s i s t e n t  i n  t h e  
work o f  i t s  hands. Heaven has n o t  thus  p laced a t  i r r e c o n c i l a b l e  
s t r i f e ,  i t s  moral laws w i t h  i t s  phys i ca l  c r e a t i o n .  

Such, i n  essence, has been t h e  l i n e  o f  argument advanced by t he  most 

moderate spokesmen o f  t h e  w h i t e  r a c e  i n  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  i t s  a c t i o n s  i n  

t a k i n g  possession o f  1  ands occupied by p r i m i t i v e  peoples. S u b s t a n t i a l l y ,  

t h i s  has been t h e  bas i s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  Un i t ed  S ta tes  government. 

There have been r e l a t i v e l y  few p r o t e s t s  concern ing t he  bas ic  m o r a l i t y  o f  

t h i s  a t t i t u d e .  But  t h e r e  t he  general  agreement has ended. From f i r s t  t o  

l a s t  our  t r ea tmen t  o f  t h e  I nd ians  has been t he  s u b j e c t  o f  a  wide range o f  v iews 

and op in i ons ,  f rom v igorous  indorsement t o  c a u s t i c  c r i t i c i ' s m .  [7]  



When t h e  U n i t e d  S ta tes  government t ook  o v e r  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  

I n d i a n  a f f a i r s  i t  f o l l o w e d  t h e  p r a c t i c e  and adopted t h e  po l  i c y  i n  f o r c e  

s i n c e  c o l o n i a l  days.  I n d i a n  t r i b e s  were regarded as possess ing a t  l e a s t  

some o f  t h e  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  sovere ign ty ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r i g h t  o f  occupancy 

o f  t h e i r  l ands  - a  r i g h t  which c o u l d  be ex t i ngu i shed  o n l y  by t r e a t i e s  

n e g o t i a t e d  by o f f i c i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  government and r a t i f i e d  

by t h e  U n i t e d  S ta tes  Senate. The mot i ves  which l e d  t o  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  

such a  p o l i c y  were doub t l ess  honorab le  and r e p r e s e n t  a  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  f o r  

t h e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  n a t i v e s  n o t  always e x h i b i t e d  by t h e  w h i t e  r a c e  i n  

o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  And y e t  i t  i s  t h e  judgment o f  h i s t o r y  t h a t  t h e  

p o l i c y  was a  m is taken  one and t h a t  i n  o p e r a t i o n  i t  produced r e s u l t s  n o t  

much d i f f e r e n t  f r om  what m i g h t  have been expected f r om a  program o f  

d e l  i b e r a t e  e x p l o i t a t i o n .  

There were severa l  bas i c  f a c t o r s  which made t rea ty -mak ing  w i t h  t h e  

I n d i a n s  an u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  procedure.  I n  t h e  f i r s t  p lace ,  w i t h  a  few 

p o s s i b l e  excep t ions ,  t h e  I n d i a n s  had no concep t i on  o f  e i t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  

o r  t r i b a l  ownersh ip  o f  l a n d  cor respond ing  t o  t h e  ideas  o f  w h i t e  men. 

To t h e  nat ives,  l a n d  was 1  i ke a i r  and wate r  - something t h e y  needed and 

en joyed  b u t  n o t  something t o  be bought  and s o l d .  The I n d i a n  n o t i o n  o f  

l a n d  was w e l l  a r t i c u l a t e d  by C h i e f  Toohoolhoolzote  o f  t h e  Nez Perce t r i b e  

when he sa id ,  "The e a r t h  i s  p a r t  o f  my body . . . I belong t o  t h e  l and  

o u t  o f  which I came. The e a r t h  i s  my mother . "  The I n d i a n s  o n l y  vague ly  

unders tood t h e  meaning o f  a  t r e a t y  ced ing  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  a  g i v e n  r e g i o n .  

No t  u n t i l  a f t e r  repea ted ,  b i t t e r  exper iences  d i d  t hey  f i n a l l y  l e a r n  t h a t  

t hey  cou ld  n o t  r e t u r n  t o  hun t  on l a n d  t o  wh ich  t h e y  had r e l i n g u i s h e d  

t h e i r  t i t l e  by making a  few marks on  a  shee t  o f  paper.  Then again ,  

c h i e f t a i n s  and l e a d e r s  u s u a l l y  d i d  n o t  have t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  b i n d  t h e i r  

f e l l  o w - t r i  besmen t o  an agreement such as r e s i d e s  i n  o f f i c i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

among c i v i l i z e d  n a t i o n s .  iJunierous t r i b e s  f r e q u e n t l y  hunted ove r  t h e  

same t e r r i t o r y ,  and t h e r e f o r e ,  a  t r e a t y  made w i t h  one t r i b e  d i d  n o t  

e x t i n g u i s h  t i t l e s  h e l d  w i t h  equal v a l i d i t y  by o t h e r  t r i b e s .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  

p o l  i c y  o f  f o r c i n g  t h e  I n d i a n s  o n t o  r e s e r v a t i o n s  t o  t a k e  up t h e  w h i t e  man's 

way o f  1  i f e  was t h e  c l i m a x  t o  t h e  deg rada t i on  o f  t h e  n a t i v e  Americans. 

Wh i l e  some o f  t h e  e a s t e r n  t r i b e s  depended on a g r i c u l t u r e  f o r  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  

sustenance, t h e  whole i dea  o f  t i l l i n g  o r  d i s t u r b i n g  t h e  s o i l  was f o r e i g n  



and even repugnant t o  most western t r i b e s .  Smohalla, a  Northwest 

I n d i a n  r e 1  i g i o u s  teacher ,  expressed i t  t h i s  way: 

You ask me t o  plow t h e  ground! Sha l l  I take  a  k n i f e  
and t e a r  my mo the r ' s  bosom? Then when I d i e  she w i l l  n o t  
t ake  me t o  her  bosom t o  r e s t .  You ask me t o  d i g  f o r  stone! 
Sha l l  I d i g  under her  s k i n  f o r  her  bones? Then when I 
d i e  I cannot  e n t e r  her  body t o  be born again.  You ask me 
t o  c u t  grass and make hay and s e l l  it, and be r i c h  l i k e  
w h i t e  men! But  how dare  I c u t  o f f  my mo the r ' s  h a i r ?  

Fo l l ow ing  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  Texas i n  1845, t h e  Oregon boundary s e t t l e -  

ment i n  1846, and t h e  t r e a t y  w i t h  Mexico i n  1848, t h e  Un i t ed  S ta tes  

acqu i red  many more Ind ians .  The g o l d  r u s h  t o  C a l i f o r n i a  and general  

increases o f  t r a v e l  through t h e i r  hun t i ng  grounds aroused many o f  t h e  

I nd ians  t o  a c t i v e  r e s i s t a n c e .  Most o f  t h e  t r o u b l e  developed between p a r t i e s  

o f  t r a v e l e r s  and r o v i n g  war p a r t i e s .  [I 71 
The Bureau o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  was convinced t h a t  t h e  amount o f  c o n f l i c t  

between I n d i a n  and w h i t e  man c o u l d  be reduced s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i f  t h e  I nd ians  

cou ld  be persuaded t o  s imp ly  mark o u t  t h e  boundaries o f  t h e i r  t r i b a l  lands  

and then s t a y  w i t h i n  those boundaries.  Th i s  would l eave  s u b s t a n t i a l  

c o r r i d o r s ,  c la imed by none o f  t h e  t r i b e s ,  f o r  t r a v e l  by t h e  wh i tes .  I n  

c r i t i c a l  areas where t h e r e  was no c o r r i d o r ,  t h e  Federal  government would 

buy t h e  necessary s t r i p  o f  land .  

The i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h i s  new p o l i c y  on I n d i a n  t r e a t i e s  was soon t o  

be f e l t  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  Northwest where a  g r e a t  t r e a t y  counc i l  was planned 

f o r  t h e  Columbia Basin t r i b e s  i n  the  v a l l e y  o f  t h e  Walla Walla i n  t h e  

summer o f  1855. I n  charge o f  t h i s  counc i l  was Isaac I n g a l l s  Stevens who 

was Governor and Super in tendent  o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  f o r  t h e  Washington 

T e r r i t o r y .  He a l s o  was i n  charge of  t h e  survey f o r  a  no r t he rn  r a i l w a y  t o  t h e  

P a c i f i c .  Stevens was w e l l  aware o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  success o f  h i s  r a i l  - 
road  ven tu re  and s e t t l  ement o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  depended on 

non - i n te r f e rence  by t h e  I nd ians .  I n  1853 he had he ld  a  peace-making 

counc i l  w i t h  I nd ians  on t h e  eas t  s i d e  of t h e  Rockies and now he was t u r n i n g  

h i s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t he  nor thwes te rn  t r i b e s .  He f o l l o w e d  t h e  procedure es- 

tab1 i shed  a t  F o r t  Laramie i n  1851, and used s u c c e s s f u l l y  w i t h  t he  t r i b e s  

around Puget Sound e a r l y  i n  1855. F i r s t ,  he had t he  Nez Perce f i x  t h e  

boundaries f o r  a l l  o f  t h e  l a n d  c la imed by t h e i r  bands; then he induced 



them t o  cede some of t h i s  l and  t o  t h e  Un i t ed  S ta tes  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  c e r t a i n  

t r e a t y  payments. Under t h e  terms of t h e i r  t r e a t y ,  t h e  Nez Perce bands 

were e s s e n t i a l l y  l e f t  i n  possession o f  t h e  l ands  o f  t h e i r  ances to rs ,  and 

t hey  would s tand t o  g a i n  more than  t hey  would l o s e .  There was never 

unanimous agreement between t h e  Nez Perces and t h e  wh i t es  as t o  t h e  exac t  

boundaries o f  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  1855, b u t  i n  S teven 's  words i t  was t o  

extend, " f rom t h e  B lue  Mountains t o  t h e  B i t t e r r o o t s  and f rom t h e  Palouse 

R i v e r  t o  t h e  Grande Ronde and Salmon R i ve r . "  Once t h e  Nez Perce had 

signed, s i m i l a r ,  b u t  1  ess f avo rab le ,  t r e a t i e s  were nego t i a ted  w i t h  o t h e r  

t r i b e s  o f  t h e  Columbia Basin.  

The Nez Perce I n d i a n  \Jar 

As was noted i n  Chapter I V Y  i n  t h e  1850 's  a  number o f  p rospec to r s  

came n o r t h  f rom t h e  go lds  f i e l d s  o f  Cal i f o r n i a .  Sometimes knowing ly  and 

sometimes ~ ~ n k n o w i n g l y  these p rospec to rs  invaded t h e  l ands  o f  t h e  newly  

e s t a b l  i shed  r e s e r v a t i o n s  even though terms o f  t h e  1355 t r e a t y  s p e c i f i c a l  l y  

forebade such a c t i v i t i e s .  The U. S. Senate neg lec ted  t o  r a t i f y  t h e  t r e a t y  

u n t i l  1859, and none o f  t h e  promised l a n d  payments were made be fo re  1860. 

The I n d i a n  wars o f  t h e  l a t e  1850 's  were l a r g e l y  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  t h i s  

de lay  by t h e  Senate, and t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  Federal  government t o  p r o t e c t  

I n d i a n  1  ands f rom t h e  p rospec to rs .  

I n  1860, E.  D. P i e r c e  and h i s  p a r t y  o f  p rospec to rs  evaded t h e  Nez 

Perce guards and t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  g o l d  on Oro f i no  Creek was soon announced. 

A  s h o r t  t ime  l a t e r  these  d i g g i n g s  and newer f i e l d s  a t  E l k  City and F lo rence  

were invaded by thousands o f  m iners  and t h e  new se t t l emen t  o f  Lewis ton  was 

e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  t h e  mouth o f  C learwate r  R i v e r .  The Nez Perce l eade rs  were 

dismayed by t h i s  avalanche o f  t r espasse rs  on t h e i r  1  ands b u t  f i n a l l y  r es i gned  

themselves t o  t h e  l o s s  o f  a  l a r g e  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n .  A  new t r e a t y  was 

drawn up a t  F o r t  Lapwai i n  1863 which reduced t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  t o  l e s s  than  

a  t e n t h  o f  i t s  former  s i z e .  The boundary under t h e  new t r e a t y  genera l  l y  

f o l l o w e d  t h e  v a l l e y  o f  t h e  main C learwate r  f rom j u s t  west of Lapwai Creek 

t o  a  p o i n t  sou th  o f  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  M idd le  and South Forks,  t hen  west  

t o  Lake Waha, and n o r t h  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  beg inn ing .  About h a l f  o f  t h e  

c h i e f s  r e fused  t o  s i g n  t h i s  new t r e a t y ,  b u t  t h e  Un i t ed  S ta tes  o f f i c i a l s  

dec la red  t h a t  i t  was b i n d i n g  on t h e  whole t r i b e .  Those who d i d  n o t  s i g n  

became known as non - t r ea t y  I n d i a n s .  



A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  1863 t r e a t y ,  t h e  Nez Perce I n d i a n  t r i b e  con- 

s i s t e d  o f  t e n  p r i n c ' i p a l  bands most o f  wh ich were l o c a t e d  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  

boundar ies  d e l i n e a t e d  by t h e  t r e a t y .  The l a r g e s t  band, t h a t  o f  O ld  

Joseph, r e s i d e d  i n  n o r t h e a s t e r n  Oregon between Grande Ronde and Snake r i v e r s .  

Other  c h i e f s  and t h e  l o c a t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  bands were Toohoolhoo"!zote on t h e  

Josepll  P l a i n s  between Salmon and Snake r i v e r s ,  Whi te  B i r d  a l o ~ g  b o t h  s i d e s  

o f  Salmon R i v e r  near  Whi te  B i r d  Creek, Eag le  From t h e  L i g h t  o n  South F o r k  

C l e a r w a t e r  R i v e r  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  H a r p s t e r ,  Look ing  Glass,  J r . ,  a l o n g  t h e  

lower  Esliddl e  Fo rk  C l  ea rwa te r  R i  v e r y  Kool koo l  Snehee west  o f  C l  ea rwa te r  R i v e r  

between Lawyers Creek and Cottonwood Creek, B i g  Thunder on l o w e r  Lapwai 

Creek near  Lapwai , T imothy on Snake R i v e r  a t  t h e  mouth o f  A1 powa Creek, 

H u s i s h u s i s  Kute on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  Snake R i v e r  west  o f  Pul lman, Washington, 

and H a h t a l e k i n  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  Snake R i v e r  a t  t h e  mouth o f  Pa louse 

R i v e r .  

One o f  t h e  c h i e f s  who r e f u s e d  t o  s i g n  t h e  t r e a t y  was Clld Joseph. 

The b e a u t i f u l  Wal lowa c o u n t r y ,  home o f  h i s  ances to rs ,  and now sometjmes 

r e f e r r e d  t o  as  t h e  " S w i t z e r l a n d  o f  America," was be ing  invaded by more and 

more w h i t e  s e t t l e r s .  One o f  t h e  purposes o f  t h e  t r e a t y  was t o  jnduce O l d  

Joseph and h i s  band t o  l e a v e  t h i s  c o u n t r y  t o  t h e  w h i t e  man and s e t t l e  a l o n g  

C l e a r w a t e r  R i v e r  w i t h i n  t h e  bounds o f  t h e  new r e s e r v a t i o n .  T h i s  he 

b i t t e r l y  opposed, and when d y i n g ,  he s e n t  f o r  h i s  two sons Joseph and 

O l l o k o t  and c a u t i o n e d  them never  t o  s i g n  away t h e i r  t r i b a l  r i g h t s  t o  t h e  

Val lowa Val l e y .  [I] 

To young Joseph, who would become t h e  h e r e d i t a r y  c h i e f ,  O ld  Joseph 

s a i d :  

My son, my body i s  r e t u r n i n g  t o  my mother  e a r t h ,  and my 
s p i r i t  i s  g o i n g  v e r y  soon t o  see t h e  G r e a t  S p i r i t  C h i e f .  
When I am gone t h i n k  o f  y o u r  c o u n t r y -  You a r e  t h e  c h i e f  o f  
t hese  peop le .  They l o o k  t o  you  t o  g u i d e  them. Always r e -  
member t h a t  y o u r  f a t h e r  never  s o l d  h i s  c o u n t r y .  You n u s t  s t o p  
y o u r  e a r s  whenever you  a r e  asked t o  s i g n  a  t r e a t y  s e l l  i n g  y o u r  
home. A  few y e a r s  more and t h e  w h i t e  lnan w i l l  be a l l  around 
you.  They have t h e i r  eyes on t h i s  l a n d .  My son, never  f o r g e t  
my d y i n g  words. T h i s  c o u n t r y  ho lds  y o u r  f a t h e r ' s  body. Never 
s e l l  t h e  bones o f  y o u r  f a t h e r  and mother .  

Young Joseph f o l l o w e d  t h e  p o l i c i e s  o f  h i s  f a t h e r ,  and a t  t h e  v a r i o u s  

c o u n c i  1  s  c a l l  ed by Government o f f i c i a l s  he s t e a d f a s t l y  r e f u s e d  t o  c o n s i d e r  



any p r o p o s i t i o n  o f  removal.  Thus t i l e  s i t u a t i o n  remained u n t i l  t h e  s p r i n g  

of 1877 when t h e  Government, th rough  General 0. 0. Howard, commanding 

t h e  ilil i t a r y  Department o f  t h e  Columbia, c a l l e d  a  grand c o u n c i l  o f  t h e  

I4ez Perce I nd ians  a t  F o r t  Lapwai, Idaho. Here came Joseph and most o f  

t i i s  people, and a f t e r  a  number o f  days spent  -in argument and o r a t o r y  i n  

which no conc lus ion  was reached, General Howard issued an u l  t imatum t o  

Joseph, g i v i n g  him t h i r t y  days i n  which he and h i s  people were t o  move t o  

t he  new home s e t  a s i d e  f o r  them a long  t h e  C learwate r  o r  t hey  would be 

b rought  i n  by m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n .  

Joseph argued a t  l e n g t h  t o  no ava- i l  , c l o s i n g  h i s  argument w i t h  a  

p a t h e t i c  p l ea  : 

We a r e  many t h i n g s .  We cannot  be made over .  You a r e  
as you were made and as you were made you can remain. We 
a r e  j u s t  as we were made by t h e  Great  S p i r i t  and you cannot  
change us.  Then why should c h i l d r e n  o f  one mother and one 
f a t h e r  q u a r r e l ?  Why should one m i s t r e a t  t h e  o t h e r ?  I do 
n o t  be1 i e v e  t h a t  t h e  Grea t  S p i r i t  C h i e f  gave one k i n d  o f  men 
t h e  r i g h t  t o  t e l l  ano ther  k i n d  o f  men t h e  t h i n g  t hey  must do. 

Whatever t h e  j u s t i c e  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  t h e  I n d i a n s  m i g h t  be and 

regard1 ess o f  conv inc ing  o r a t o r y ,  Howard was power1 ess t o  do o the rw i se  

than  obey o rders ,  so t h e  I n d i a n s  were t o l d  i n  p l a i n  terms what t hey  must 

do. 

A  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  c o u n c i l  t h a t  g r e a t l y  incensed t t i e  I n d i a n s  was t h e  

a r r e s t  and imprisonment o f  Toohool hool  z o t e  by General Howard's o r d e r s .  

Accord i  ng t o  Howard : 

Toohool hool  zo te ,  t h e  c ross-g ra ined  growl  e r  . . . had t h e  
usual  l o n g  p r e l i m i n a r y  d i s c u s s i o n  about  t h e  e a r t h  be ing  h i s  
mother, t h a t  she should n o t  be d i s t u r b e d  by hoe o r  plough, 
t h a t  men should s u b s i s t  on what grows o f  i t s e l f ,  e t c . ,  e t c .  
He r a i l e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  v i o l e n c e  t h a t  would separa te  I n d i a n s  
f rom lands  t h a t  were t h e i r s  by i n h e r i t a n c e .  . . He was 
answered: We do n o t  w i sh  t o  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  you r  re1  i g i o n ,  
b u t  you must t a l k  abou t  p r a c t i c a b l e  t h i n g s .  Twenty t imes  
over  you  r e p e a t  t h a t  t h e  e a r t h  i s  you r  mother . . . L e t  
us hear i t  no more, b u t  come t o  business a t  once. 

To t h i  s  Toohool hool  z o t e  s a i d  : 

Who a r e  you, t h a t  you ask us t o  t a l k ,  and t hen  t e l l  me 
I s h a n ' t  t a l k ?  Are  you t h e  Grea t  S p i r i t ?  D id  you make t h e  
wo r l d?  D id  you make t h e  sun? Did you  make t h e  r i v e r s  t o  



r u n  f o r  us t o  d r i n k ?  D id  you make t h e  grass t o  grow? 
D i d  you make a l l  these t h i n g s  t h a t  you t a l k  t o  us as 
though we were boys? I f  you d i d ,  then  you have t h e  
r i g h t  t o  t a l  k  as  you do. 

General Howard rep1 i ed ,  "You a r e  an impudent f e l l o w ,  and I w i l l  p u t  

you i n  t h e  guard-house," and then  o rdered  a  s o l d i e r  t o  a r r e s t  him. [4] 
Joseph adv ised t h e  o t h e r  c h i e f s  t o  ove r l ook  Toohool hool z o t e ' s  i m -  

pr isonment,  and they  agreed t o  v iew t h e  lands  which were o f f e r e d  t o  them. 

Joseph, Look ing Glass,  and White B i r d  p a i d  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  suggested 

l o c a t i o n  w i t h  Howard and when t h e  l a t t e r  r e t u r n e d  t o  Po r t l and  t h e r e  was no 

reason t o  doubt  t h a t  t h e  n o n - t r e a t i e s  would go on to  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n .  Joseph 

had sa id ,  "Rather than have war I would g i v e  up my c o u n t r y .  I would g i v e  

up my f a t h e r ' s  g rave" .  

The t h i r t y  days were pass ing and Joseph and h i s  band, w i t h  a  me1 - 
ancho ly  resignment,  rounded up t h e i r  pon ies and c a t t l e ,  took  down t h e i r  

lodges,  and s t a r t e d  wending t h e i r  way toward t h e  C learwate r  coun t r y .  Snake 

R i ve r ,  which they  must c ross ,  was a  r a g i n g  t o r r e n t ,  c a r r y i n g  t h e  me1 ted  

snowpacks f rom i t s  headwaters. The idea  t h a t  Howard had f o r c e d  them t o  

c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r s  a t  t h a t  t ime  o f  t h e  year ,  when t hey  were a t  t h e i r  h i g h e s t  

and  most dangerous l e v e l ,  endured as an angry  memory among t h e  I nd ians .  

Even tua l l y ,  a l l  o f  t h e  people  made t h e i r  way ac ross  s a f e l y ,  b u t  many o f  t h e i r  

possessions had gone w h i r l i n g  o f f  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t ,  and a  l a r g e  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  

herd o f  horses and c a t t l e  had per i shed .  

The band members r e s t e d  f o r  a  w h i l e  on t h e  Idaho bank, c o l l e c t i n g  

t h e i r  goods and l e t t i n g  t h e i r  an imals  graze.  Then t hey  t r a i l e d  up t h e  s teep 

draw o f  D i v i d e  Creek (See F igu re  1 0  i n  Appendix)  and headed f o r  t h e  Salmon. 

When they  reached t h a t  r i v e r ,  t hey  dec ided n o t  t o  t r y  c r o s s i n g  t h e i r  c a t t l e  

a t  once. Leav ing t h e  an ima ls  under t h e  guard o f  a  few herders ,  t h e  people  

s u c c e s s f u l l y  f e r r i e d  themselves and most o f  t h e i r  horses t o  t h e  oppos i t e  

shore,  and moved up Rocky Canyon t o  Tepahlewam, Spl i t  Rocks, t h e  a n c i e n t  

rendezvous s i t e  a t  t h e  camas meadows bes ide To lo  Lake, about  s i x  m i l e s  west 

o f  G rangev i l l e .  There, on June 2, t h e  people o f  Joseph and Toohoolhoolzote  

found t h e  o t h e r  n o n - t r e a t y  bands, and w i t h  twe lve  days rema in iug  be fo re  

they  had t o  be w i t h i n  t h e  borders  of t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n ,  now o n l y  a  few m i l e s  

away, they  went i n t o  camp f o r  a  l a s t  g a t h e r i n g  i n  freedom. A1 toge ther ,  t h e r e  

were some 600 I n d i a n s  p resen t ,  more than  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  them women, c h i l d r e n ,  

and o l d  men. [32] 



Counc i l s  t ook  p l ace  ove r  t h e  n e x t  t e n  days a t  Spl i t  Rocks, a t  

which Toohool hool  z o t e  and o t h e r s  fanned t h e  war s p i r i t .  The young braves 

s e c r e t l y  bought  a  l a r g e  supp ly  o f  ammunit ion, and seve ra l  o f  them, i n -  

c l  ud ing  a  son o f  an I n d i a n  who had been k i l l e d  i n  a  q u a r r e l  w i t h  a  w h i t e  

stockman, L a r r y  O t t ,  c a s t  t h e  v o t e  o f  t h e  t r i b e  f o r  war by go ing  down 

i n t o  t h e  Salmon R i v e r  Canyon and k i l l i n g  f o u r  w h i t e  men, one a t  t h e  mouth 

of S l a t e  Creek and t h r e e  near  t h e  mouth o f  John Day Creek. Joseph a f t e r -  

wards sa id :  

I saw t h a t  t h e  war c o u l d  n o t  t hen  be prevented . . . I 
knew t h a t  we were t oo  weak t o  f i g h t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  We 
had many g r ievances ,  b u t  I knew t h a t  war would b r i n g  more . . . 
We hoped t h e  w h i t e  s e t t l e r s  would n o t  j o i n  t h e  s o l d i e r s .  
Be fo re  t h e  war commenced, we had d iscussed  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  and 
many o f  my people  were i n  f a v o r  o f  warn ing  them t h a t  i f  t h e y  
t ook  no p a r t  a g a i n s t  us,  t h e y  should  n o t  be mo les ted  i n  t h e  
even t  o f  war be ing  begun by General Howard. T h i s  p l a n  was 
voted down i n  t h e  war c o u n c i l .  [4] 
bJhen i t  became e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  t r i b e  had become conini i t ted t o  war, 

s i x t e e n  young men j o i n e d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r a i d e r s .  Roused t o  a  l u s t  f o r  

vengeance, t h e y  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  Salmon, wreak ing b loody  r e t r i b u t i o n  on  

some fou r t een  o r  f i f t e e n  w h i t e s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  between Whi te  B i r d  and S l a t e  

c reeks .  CJith t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  one member o f  Joseph 's  lJal lowa band, a l l  

were Salmon R i v e r  I nd i ans ,  f o l l o w e r s  o f  White B i r d ,  w i t h  a  sco re  of 

a t r o c i t i e s  and wrongs t o  avenge. The k i l l i n g s  con t i nued  f o r  two days, and 

t h e  I n d i a n s ,  sodden by a l c o h o l  t h e y  had ob ta i ned  a t  a  s t o r e  o f  one o f  t h e  

v i c t i m s ,  a t  l a s t  r e j o i n e d  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  peop le  o f  N h i t e  B i r d ' s  band, who 

by t h a t  t'ime had t r a i l e d  down f r om Camas P r a i r i e  t o  LJhite B i r d  Canyon. 

Joseph and h i s  b r o t h e r  01 l o k o t ,  a1 though t h e y  were v i g o r o u s l y  opposed t o  

war, f i n a l l y  dec ided  t h a t  t h e y  would n o t  d e s e r t  t h e  o t h e r  n o n - t r e a t i e s  i n  

t h e i r  moment o f  p e r i l .  Joseph moved among t h e  Wallowa peop le  and w i t h  a  

heavy h e a r t  t o l d  them t o  pack up and p repare  t o  j o i n  t h e i r  f r i e n d s .  [32]  

General Howard had j u s t  a r r i v e d  back i n  Lapwai f r om  P o r t l a n d  when 

he r e c e i v e d  t h e  news o f  t h e  ou tb reak .  The f i r s t  word came f r om Mount 

Idaho,  t h r e e  m i l e s  sou theas t  o f  Grangev- i l l  e, where wounded s e t t l e r s  were 

s t r a g g l i n g  i n  w i t h  t h e  r e p o r t s  o f  numerous ou t rages .  One o f  t h e  messengers 

fro111 I.lount Idaho was a  b r o t h e r  o f  Look ing  Glass,  and o t h e r  f r i e n d l y  Nez 

Perces came i n  f r om  t h e  sou th  a t  abou t  t h e  same t ime.  They had l e f t  Joseph 's  

camp as soon as i t  seemed c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e r e  would be war. 



Howard sen t  two companies o f  c a v a l r y  numberiug n i n e t y  t r oope rs  

under Cap ta in  Dav id  Per ry ,  and a  smal l  f o r c e  o f  e leven  vo lun tee rs  j o i n e d  

them near Mount Idaho. About m i d n i g h t  o f  June 16 t hey  reached t h e  summit 

o f  White B i r d  H i l l  and stopped t o  r e s t .  A t  dawn t h e  advance was renewed 

toward t h e  r e p o r t e d  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  encampment. The r o u t e  o f  a t t a c k  

d i d  n o t  f a v o r  Pe r r y .  The t r oops  would have t o  r i d e  down a  long ,  grassy 

draw o f  t r e e l e s s ,  r o l l  i n g  land ,  opening t o  broad pe rspec t i ves ,  and f l a n k e d  

here and t h e r e  by r i d g e s  and h i l l s .  A t  t h e  bottom o f  t h e  s lope,  between 

two b u t t e s ,  l a y  t h e  Nez Perce camp. I n d i a n  s e n t i n e l s  had a1 ready warned 

t h e  camp o f  t h e  approach o f  t h e  s o l d i e r s  and armed s e t t l e r s .  The t o t a l  

manpower o f  t h e  I n d i a n  bands was about  150, b u t  many o f  t h e  men were l y i n g  

h e l p l e s s l y  drunk f rom whiskey t hey  had s iezed i n  r a i d s  on Camas P r a i r i e  and 

on Salmon R i ve r ,  and would be unab le  t o  f i g h t .  Others  had no weapons o r  

were t o o  aged, s i c k ,  o r  f r i g h t e n e d  t o  use them. A1 toge ther ,  n o t  more than  

s i x t y  o r  seventy  I n d i a n s  - armed w i t h  bows and arrows; shotguns; o l d ,  

muzzl e - load ing ,  f u r  t r a d e  muskets; and a  few modern r i f l e s  - rode  o u t  t o  

p repare  f o r  ba ttl e. [32] 

There had been u n c e r t a i n t y  among t h e  Nez Perce headmen up t o  t h e  

l a s t  moments and t hey  had dec ided  t o  have a  p a r t y  o f  s i x  men t ake  a  w h i t e  

f l a g  o f  t r u c e  fo rward  and t r y  t o  a r range  a  peacefu l  meet ing when t h e  

s o l d i e r s  appeared. 

When I n d i a n s  were s i gh ted  a t  a  d i s t ance ,  P e r r y  formed h i s  men i n t o  

l i n e  a t  a  t r o t .  Suddenly, as t h e  t r oops  rounded a  smal l  h i l l ,  t h e  I n d i a n  

t r u c e  team appeared d i r e c t l y  i n  f r o n t  o f  them. Behind t h e  w h i t e  f l a g  were 

o t h e r  Iiez Perces w a i t i n g  t o  see what would happen. There was an i n s t a n t  

o f  s u r p r i s e .  Pe r r y  made no ment ion i n  h i s  r e p o r t  o f  see ing t h e  t r u c e  team. 

One o f  t h e  vo lun tee rs ,  A r t h u r  Chapman d i d  see i t ,  b u t  i n s t e a d  o f  r e p o r t -  

i n g  t h i s  t o  Pe r r y  w i t h  t he  chance t h a t  t h e  war s t i l l  c o u l d  be aver ted ,  he 

chose t o  f i r e  t h e  f i r s t  two shots  a t  t h e  I n d i a n  group. The Nez Perces 

backed away unhar~iied; an e l d e r l y  I n d i a n  named Ots to tpoo  behind them f i r e d  

i n  r e t u r n ,  k i l l  i n g  one o f  P e r r y ' s  two t rumpeters ;  and t h e  f i g h t  was on. 

As I nd ians  began shoo t i ng  f rom a l l  d i r e c t i o n s ,  P e r r y  h a s t i l y  de- 

p loyed  h i s  men i n  a  l i n e  ac ross  t h e  draw. The b a t t l e ,  f ough t  w i t h o u t  

p l a n  by t h e  I nd ians ,  l a s t e d  o n l y  a  few moments. A group o f  s i x t e e n  

Nez Perces, l e d  by Two Moons, swept f rom behind a  h i l l  and ga l l oped  



s t r a i g h t  a t  t he  vo lun tee rs ,  sending them f l y i n g  i n  panic  back up t h e  

draw and exposing P e r r y ' s  whole 1  i n e .  Another group o f  w a r r i o r s  l e d  

by O l l o k o t  charged i n t o  t h e  mounted t roops ,  f r i g h t e n i n g  horses and d i s -  

o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  cavalrymen, most o f  whom were new r e c r u i t s .  Desp i te  t h e  

desperate e f f o r t s  o f  Pe r r y  and h i s  o f f i c e r s ,  t h e  r o u t  was pe l  1  -me1 1  . The 

men s c u r r i e d  back i n  w i l d  d i s o r d e r ,  each man f o r  h i m s e l f .  The I nd ians  

chased a f t e r  t h e  wh i tes ,  who were f i n a l l y  a b l e  t o  reach  t h e  summit and 

regroup  f o r  a  s tand  f o u r  m i l e s  f r om Mount Idaho. The I nd ians  g r a d u a l l y  

gave up t h e  f i g h t  and r e t u r n e d  down t h e  canyon t o  t h e i r  camp, and Pe r r y  

w i thdrew h i s  b a t t e r e d  t r oops  and vo lun tee rs  t o  Grangevi l  l e .  On t h e  

b a t t l e f i e l d  l a y  L i e u t e n a n t  T h e l l e r  and 33 e n t l i s t e d  men dead, a  t h i r d  o f  

t h e  command. The I nd ians  had o n l y  t h r e e  men wounded, and none k i l l e d .  

Equa l l y  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e ,  they  r e t r i e v e d  63 r i f l e s  and a  l a r g e  

number of p i s t o l s  f rom t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d .  [32] The l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  White 

B i r d  and subsequent b a t t l e s  and t h e  movements o f  t h e  I n d i a n s  and General 

Howard's t r oops  a r e  shown on F igu re  8. 

Exc i tement  was now i n t e n s e  th roughout  t h e  i n te rmoun ta in  r e g i o n .  

Every k i n d  o f  w i l d  runiour was spread. C i t i z e n s  and f r i e n d l y  I n d i a n s  

f locked  t o  F o r t  Lapwai. Sca t te red  detachments o f  r e g u l a r s  were a r r i v i n g  

a t  t h e  f o r t  f r om w i d e l y  s c a t t e r e d  p o i n t s .  A r t i l l e r y  u n i t s ,  r e t u r n i n g  f r om 

Alaska, were sw i tched  t o  t h e  arena. Vo lun teer  companies were r a i s e d  and 

equipped as f a r  as two hundred m i l e s  d i s t a n t .  

h i t h i n  a  few days Howard t ook  t o  t h e  f i e l d  w i t h  between 500 and 600 

men, a  mounta in  how i t ze r ,  and two g a t l i n g  guns [19]. He went f i r s t  t o  

White B i r d  Canyon and b u r i e d  t h e  dead o f  P e r r y ' s  command. I n  t h e  meantime, 

Joseph and t h e  Iiez Perce bands had t r a v e l e d  up t h e  Salmon t o  Horseshoe 

Bend where t hey  crossed over  t o  t he  Joseph P l a i n s .  Cap ta in  Whipple, who 

fo rmer ly  had been on guard d u t y  i n  t h e  Wall owa Val l e y ,  now went o u t  w i t h  

h i s  u n i t  i n  ques t  o f  non - t r ea t y  Nez Perces and t h o u g h t l e s s l y  a t t a c k e d  t h e  

camp o f  Look ing Glass near Kooskia.  These Ind ians ,  who up t o  now had taken 

no p a r t  i n  t h e  deprada t ions  o f  t h e  o t h e r  non - t r ea t y  Nez Perces and were 

s t i l l  f r i e n d l y  toward t h e  wh i t es ,  f l e d  a f t e r  a  s h o r t  f i g h t .  Howard crossed 

t h e  Salmon and f o l  1  owed a f t e r  Joseph who had t u rned  n o r t h  and had aga in  

crossed t h e  Salmon a t  C r a i g  B i l l y  Cross ing  near  t h e  mouth o f  B i l l y  Creek. 

Whipple t u rned  west aga in  and moved o u t  toward Cottonwood t o  meet Pe r r y  who 



1. White Bird, June 77 
2. Cottonwood, July 77 
3. Clearwater, 11 12 July 77 
4. Big Hole, 9 Aug 77 
5. Camas Meadows, 20 Aug 77 
6 . . Camas Prairie, 28 May 78 
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Figure 8. Indian campaigns in and adjacent to Salmon Basin. 
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was r e t u r n i n g  f rom a  t r i p  t o  Lapwai f o r  ammunit ion and supp l i es .  Scouts 

repo r ted  t h e  approach o f  I nd ians  and Whipple sen t  L i eu tenan t  Rains 

accompanied by a  scou t  and t e n  men i n  advance t o  scou t  t h e  s t r e n g t h  and 

p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  h o s t i l e s .  Rains r a n  i n t o  a  t r a p ,  and be fo re  t h e  main 

f o r ce  came up, he and h i s  e n t i r e  detachment were k i l l  ed. 

The I n d i a n s  camped on C r a i g  Mountain and Whipp le 's  f o r c e  dug r i f l e  

p i t s  where they  were, near Cottonwood. Pe r r y  soon j o i n e d  them w i t h  t h e  

suppl i e s  and assumed command. A p a r t y  o f  c i t i z e n s  a t  Mount Idaho o r -  

ganized a  company under D.  B. Randal 1  which s e t  o u t  t o  he1 p  t h e  t r oops .  

The vo lun tee rs  were stopped by t h e  I nd ians  be fo re  they  reached P e r r y ' s  

p o s i t i o n ,  t h e i r  mounts were shot,  Randal l  and ano ther  man were k i l l e d ,  

and severa l  o t h e r s  were wounded. The t r oops  l a t e r  e s t a b l  i shed  c o n t a c t  w i t h  

then, b u t  Pe r r y  was t o  be charged w i t h  making no e f f o r t  t o  save them. 

Howard now found h i m s e l f  i n  an embarrassing s i t u a t i o n .  He and h i s  

f o r ce  had crossed t h e  Salmon i n  p u r s u i t  o f  t h e  Joseph bands and a f t e r  a  

l a b o r i o u s  march had a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  C r a i g  B i l l y  Cross ing.  On t h e  evening 

of  J u l y  4 messengers f rom Whipples f o r c e  had reached t h e  General w i t h  t h e  

d i s p i r i t i n g  news t h a t  t h e  qua r r y  was ac ross  t h e  Salmon and t h r e a t e n i n g  

t h e  Camas P r a i r i e .  F i n d i n g  t h e  C r a i g  B i l l y  Cross ing t o o  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  

h i s  t r oops  t o  n e g o t i a t e ,  he was f o r c e d  t o  t u r n  around and go back ove r  t h e  

e n t i r e  d r e a d f u l  mounta in  t r a i l  t o  t h e  White B i r d  Cross ing,  where he had 

l e f t  h i s  boa ts .  It was J u l y  8 be fo re  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  h i s  command had 

r e t u r n e d  t o  Grangevi  1  1  e. 

A f t e r  t h e  b a t t l e  w i t h  R a n d a l l ' s  vo lun tee rs ,  t h e  I nd ians  w i thdrew 

and were seen no more on t h e  sou thern  p o r t i o n  o f  Camas P r a i r i e .  A  few days 

l a t e r ,  scou ts  l o c a t e d  Joseph on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  C learwate r  R i v e r  a  few 

m i l e s  sou theas t  o f  Kamiah. H i s  f o r c e s  had been s t rengthened by C h i e f  Look ing 

Glass and f i f t y  o r  s i x t y  w a r r i o r s ,  who, as t h e  r e s u l t  o f  Whipples a t t a c k ,  

had dec ided t o  j o i n  t h e  f i g h t .  M a r c i ~ i n g  on f rom Grangev i l  l e  w i t h o u t  de lay ,  

Howard came up on t l i e  l i o s t i l e s  on J u l y  10, where he found them occupying 

a  s t r o n g  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  t h e i r  f l a n k s  and r e a r  p r o t e c t e d  by deep brushy 

canyons i n t o  which t hey  c o u l d  r e t r e a t  i n  case o f  d i s a s t e r .  The o n l y  approach 

was ac ross  an open space i n  wt i ich t hey  had dug r i f l e  p i t s  f o r  sharpshooters .  

Back of these, behind t r e e s  and l o g s ,  t h e  rema in ing  w a r r i o r s  l a y  armed w i t h  

b reach- load ing  r i f l e s ,  w i t h  Joseph, White B i r d ,  and t h e  l e s s e r  c h i e f s  i n  t h e i r  

m i d s t .  It was a  s t r a t e g i c  p o s i t i o n .  



Howard spent  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  o f  J u l y  11 b r i n g i n g  up detachments u n t i l  

he had about  f o u r  hundred men on t h e  f i e l d .  The b a t t l e  commenced a t  noon 

w i t h  a  s k i r m i s h  l i n e  thrown o u t  and i n t e n s i v e  r i f l e  f i r e  f rom bo th  s i d e s  

and some use o f  t h e  g a t l i n g  guns by Howard's men. The S o l d i e r s  s u f f e r e d  

from t h e  accu ra te  marksmanship o f  t h e  I n d i a n  sharpshooters .  The day was 

genera l  l y  ba r ren  o f  r e s u l  t s .  

On t h e  second day, Howard opened on t h e  h o s t i l e s  w i t h  h i s  f i e l d  

gun and g a t l i n g s  and, a f t e r  s o f t e n i n g  up t h e  I n d i a n  p o s i t i o n s ,  he o rdered  

an  advance. The I nd ians  f o u g h t  b rave l y ;  many o f  them, r e f u s i n g  t o  be 

d i s l odged ,  d i e d  i n  t h e  r i f l e  p i t s .  But  t h e  s o l d i e r s  swept t h e  f i e l d  and i n  

a  few minutes t h e  r e d  men were i n  f u l l  r e t r e a t ,  l e a v i n g  many o f  t h e i r  l odges .  

I n  t n i s  b a t t l e ,  General Howard l o s t  abou t  f o r t y  men k i l l e d  and wounded and 

t h e  I n d i a n s  about  s i x t y .  

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  I nd ians  t h e  nex t  day, General Howard reached Kamiah 

where he cou ld  see t h a t  Joseph had taken  a  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  h i l l s  a t  t h e  

beg inn ing  o f  t h e  L o l o  T r a i l  which leads  over  t h e  B i t t e r r o o t  Mountains i n t o  

Montana. From t h i s  vantage t h e  I n d i a n  l e a d e r  c o u l d  send o u t  scouts  i n  a l l  

d i r e c t i o n s  and keep a  c l o s e  watch on a l l  o f  t h e  s o l d i e r ' s  movements. A t  

t h i s  t i m e  he made a  l a s t  e f f o r t  t o  s t op  t h e  war, b u t  was o v e r r u l e d  i n  t h e  

I n d i a n  c o u n c i l .  A  company o f  c a v a l r y  w i t h  some scou ts  coming up t o  t h e  

I n d i a n ' s  p o s i t i o n ,  exchanged shots  w i t h  t h e  h o s t i l e s ,  and l o s t  a  man o r  

two, bu t ,  f e a r i n g  a  t r a p ,  r e tu rned .  T h i s  ended t h e  campaign i n  No r t h  

Idaho. [I] 

I n  t h e  succeeding weeks,the I n d i a n s  broke t h e i r  way over  t h e  

d i f f i c u l t  L o l o  T r a i l  , up t h e  B i  t t e r r o o t  Val 1  ey , across  Ye1 1  owstone Park,  

eastward n e a r l y  t o  B i g  Horn R i ve r ,  then  nor thward t o  a  p o i n t  e a s t  o f  t h e  

Bear Paw Filountains abou t  t h i r t y  m i l e s  f rom t h e  Canadian boundary. The com- 

b ined bands, now numbering abou t  200 men and a lmos t  550 women and c h i l d r e n ,  

were d r i v i n g  a  herd o f  more t han  2,000 horses as w e l l  as pack an ima ls  t h a t  

bo re  a l !  o f  t h e i r  w o r l d l y  possess ions.  I n  t h e  course  o f  t h e i r  r o u t e  they  

reen te red  Salmon Bas in  a t  Bannock Pass and l e f t  Idaho aga in  a t  Targhee Pass. 

M inor  engagements were f o u g h t  a t  Camas Meadows i n  Idaho on  August 20, a t  

Canyon Creek on  September 13 and a t  Cow I s l a n d  on September 23 a ~ d  major  

b a t t l e s  were f o u g h t  a t  B i g  Hole  Bas in  on August 9 and a t  t h e  Bear Paw 

Mountains September 30 t o  October 5 a t  which p l a c e  t h e  I n d i a n s  sur rendered.  



Time a f t e r  t ime  t h e  Nez Perce c h i e f s  t r i c k e d  t h e i r  enemies by 

c r e a t i n g  a  d i v e r s i o n  i n  t h e i r  f r o n t  and g e t t i n g  t h e  main body o f  I nd ians  

around t h e  f l a n k .  General Howard, w i t h  700 men, was pushing ahead as 

r a p i d l y  as p o s s i b l e  i n  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  Ind ians ,  and t r oops  f rom every 

f o r t  i n  Montana were sen t  a g a i n s t  them. Whenever a  p i t c h e d  b a t t l e  cou ld  

n o t  be avoided, t h e  I n d i a n  l eade rs  s e n t  t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  ahead 

and s tood t h e i r  ground, d i r e c t i n g  t h e  s t e a d i l y  d w i n d l i n g  band o f  w a r r i o r s  

w i t h  a  s k i l l  t h a t  was marve l l ed  a t  by t h e  opposing corrlmanders; and each 

t i m e  g e t t i n g  away undefeated. Even t h e  Montana ranchers  bore no il l - w i l l  

toward these  Ind ians ,  who obeyed a l l  t h e  r u l e s  o f  c i v i l  i z e d  war fa re ,  

r e f r a i n i n g  f rom depreda t ions  and even pay ing  f o r  supp l i es  and an ima ls  

whic t i  t hey  procured.  

lJord had been spread o f  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  i n  which t t i e  Nez Perces had 

headed when they  wi thdrew f r om t h e  B ig  Hole b a t t l e f i e l d ,  and s e t t l e r s  i n  

Montana's Horse P r a i r i e  and I d a h o ' s  Salmon and Lemhi r i v e r  v a l l e y s  were 

i n  a  s t a t e  o f  pan ic .  Stockades were e rec ted  a t  Bannack City and a t  J u n c t i o n  

near t h e  p resen t  town o f  Leadore (See F i g u r e  12 i n  Appendix);  and r i d e r s  and 

smal l  e x p e d i t i o n s  ga l  loped  t t i rougl i  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  warn ing o u t l y i n g  s e t t l e r s  

t l ~ a  t t i l e  I4ez Perces were approac t l i  ng . 
idany o f  t h e  w h i t e  f a m i l i e s  a l ong  t h e  Lemhi had hastened downr ive r  t o  

Salmon C i t y .  There, a  l e a d i n g  c i t i z e n  o f  t h e  l i t t l e  town, Colonel  George 

L .  Shoup, had d i r e c t e d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  

of t h e  appearance o f  t h e  Nez Perces. Nhen t h e  I nd ians  appeared before t h e  

stockade a t  J u n c t i o n  on t h e  morning o f  August 13, Look ing Glass and White 

B i r d  assured t h e  wh i t es  t h a t  t h e  I n d i a n s  would n o t  harm them. A f t e r  t h e  

noon r e s t ,  some o f  t h e  I4ez Perce f i g h t i n g  men, hav ing some s p o r t ,  1  -ined up 

and charged a t  t h e  stockade, b reak ing  t o  t h e  r i g h t  and l e f t  around t h e  

f r i g h t e n e d  defenders,  and c i r c l i n g  back l a u g h i n g l y  t o  t h e i r  camp. ;.lot a  

sho t  was f i r e d ,  and soon a f t e rwa rd ,  t h e  I n d i a n  column t r a i l e d  o f f  up t h e  

Lemhi toward t h e  sou theas t .  

A f t e r  c r o s s i n g  present-day G i lmore  D i v i d e ,  t h e  Nez Perces s t a r t e d  

down B i r c h  Creek toward t h e  eas te rn  end o f  t i l e  Snake R i v e r  p l a i n s .  I n  

B i r c h  Creek V a l l e y  they  had another  shoo t i ng  spree, which r a i s e d  an 

a d d i t i o n a l  a l a rm  a g a i n s t  them. A  t r a i n  o f  severa l  f r e i g h t  wagons, h a u l i n g  

l i q u o r  and s u p p l i e s  t o  Salmon C i t y ,  appeared i n  t h e i r  pa th .  The f r e i g h t e r s  



were f r i e n d l y  and stopped f o r  a noon meal w i t h  some o f  t h e  I nd ians .  The 

c h i e f s  hoped t h a t  no t r o u b l e  would occur ,  b u t  some o f  t h e  w a r r i o r s  were 

d e f i n i t e l y  h o s t i l e  and t a u n t i n g  and a f i g h t  suddenly s t a r t e d ,  p o s s i b l y  over  

an I n d i a n s '  a t t emp t  t o  se i ze  t h e  f r e i g h t e r s '  supp l i es  o r  t h e i r  horses and 

mules. There were two Chinese passengers w i t h  t h e  wagon, and one s t o r y  

s a i d  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  I nd ians  made t h e  Chinese g e t  down on a l l  f o u r s  and bob 

about  1 i ke horses, they  t r i e d  t o  f o r c e  t h e  w h i t e  men t o  do t h e  same t h i n g .  

The l a t t e r  ob jec ted ,  and t h e  I nd ians  began shoo t ing  a t  them. However t h e  

q u a r r e l  s t a r t e d ,  t h e  w a r r i o r s  k i l l e d  f i v e  w h i t e  men, then d iscovered  and 

opened t he  whiskey b a r r e l s .  I n  an ensuing melee among t h e  Ind ians ,  one Nez 

Perce was m o r t a l l y  wounded by a drunken companion, t h e  f r e i g h t e r s '  horses 

and mules were herded o f f  by t h e  w a r r i o r s ,  and t h e  wagons were burned. One 

w h i t e  man, who managed t o  escape, and t h e  two Chinese, whom t h e  I nd ians  

t u rned  loose ,  niade t h e i r  way t o  sa fe t y ,  spreading new panic  through t h e  

c o u n t r y s i d e  w i t h  t h e i r  s t o r y  o f  t h e  "massacre". [32] 

E a r l y  i n  October,  t h e  weakened, weary band reached a p o i n t  where 

t hey  cou ld  go no f u r t h e r  w i t h o u t  r e s t ,  even though Canada was s c a r c e l y  

more than a d a y ' s  r i d e  ahead. They m i g h t  have s t i l l  e luded t h e i r  pursuers 

from t h e  west and south,  b u t  Colonel  laelson A .  M i l e s  w i t h  f r esh  t roops  had 

come up by f o r c e d  marches f rom t h e  southeast .  F i g h t i n g  u n t i l  a l l  hope was 

gone, C h i e f  Joseph surrendered on October 5. I n  h i s  famous sur render  

speech t o  General Howard he sa id :  

. . . I am t i r e d  o f  f i g h t i n g .  Our c h i e f s  a r e  a l l  k i l l e d .  

. . . The 1 i t t l e  c h i l d r e n  a r e  f r e e z i n g  t o  death.  My people, 
some o f  them, have r u n  away t o  t h e  h i l l s  and have no 
b lanke ts ,  no food.  No one knows where t hey  a r e  - perhaps 
f r e e z i n g  t o  dea th  . . . Ivy h e a r t  i s  s i c k  and sad. From 
where t he  sun now stands I w i l l  f i g h t  no more f o r e v e r .  

White B i r d  and most o f  t h e  w a r r i o r s  c r e p t  o u t  o f  camp and crossed 

i n t o  Canada. The remnants o f  t h e  t4ez Perce band were taken t o  a r e s e r v a t i o n  

i n  Kansas, where t hey  p i ned  f o r  t h e i r  o l d  homes, and where 138 o f  them 

d i e d .  F i n a l l y ,  t hey  were pern i i t ted  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  Nor thwest  i n  1885, when 

t hey  were p laced on t h e  Col v i l l  e Reserva t ion  i n  no r t heas te rn  Washington. 

Joseph was doomed never aga in  t o  see h i s  beloved Wallowa Va l l ey ,  a d i s -  

appointment  t h a t  broke h i s  hea r t .  A deep melancholy  s e t t l e d  on him toward 

t h e  l a s t  and on September 21, 1904, he f e l l  dead i n  f r o n t  o f  h i s  tepee. 



I n  t h e  two yea rs  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  Nez Perce War, two o t h e r  I n d i a n  

wars took  p l a c e  l a r g e l y  i n  Idaho, b o t h  o f  them caused i n d i r e c t l y  by e f f o r t s  

o f  t h e  U .  S. Army t o  f o r c e  t h e  I n d i a n s  t o  move and s t a y  on r e s e r v a t i o n s .  

Be fo re  p roceed ing  t o  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  b a t t l e s ,  i t  seems a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  

d i g r e s s  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  es tab l i shmen t  o f  r e s e r v a t i o n s  f o r  

t h e  Shoshoni and Bannock I n d i a n s .  I n  a  t r e a t y  made a t  F o r t  B r i dge r ,  Utah 

T e r r i t o r y ,  i n  1863, t h e  U n i t e d  S ta tes  had recogn ized  t h e  c l a i m  o f  t h e  

e a s t e r n  bands o f  Shoshoni I n d i a n s  t o  l a r g e  areas i n  Colorado, Utah, and 

Nyoming. I n  t h i s  t r e a t y ,  t h e  western e x t e n t  o f  t h e  area o f  i n f l u e n c e  o f  

these bands was l e f t  unde f ined .  I n  ano the r  t r e a t y  made a t  Box E lde r ,  U tah  

T e r r i t o r y ,  i n  t h e  same yea r ,  areas occupied by t h e  nor thwes te rn  bands o f  

Sl ioshoni were d e f i n e d  i n  sou theas te rn  Idaho. I n  s t i l l  ano ther  t r e a t y  made 

a t  Ruby V a l l e y ,  Nevada T e r r i t o r y ,  a l s o  i n  1863, t h e  government r ecogn i zed  

t e r r i t o r i a l  c l a i m s  o f  t h e  western bands o f  Shoshoni I n d i a n s  t o  l a n d s  i n  

C a l i f o r n i a ,  Idaho, INevada, Oregon, and Utah. I n  1367, P r e s i d e n t  Andrew 

Johnson s e t  as ide ,  by e x e c u t i v e  o r d e r ,  t h e  F o r t  H a l l  I n d i a n  Rese rva t i on  near  

p r e s e n t  P o c a t e l l o ,  Idaho, f o r  t h e  "Bo ise  and Bruneau" bands o f  Shoshonis.  

The r e s e r v a t i o n  o r i g i n a l l y  embraced abou t  2,800 square m i l  es, b u t  i t  was 

reduced i n  subsequent y e a r s  t o  i t s  p r e s e n t  s i z e  o f  abou t  800 square m i l e s .  

I n  1868, a  t r e a t y  was made w i t h  t h e  eas te rn  Shoshoni a t  F o r t  B r i d g e r  i n  

wh ich  t h e  Wind R i v e r  I n d i a n  Rese rva t i on  i n  Wyoming was s e t  a p a r t  f o r  them, 

and i n  t h e  same t r e a t y ,  i t  was agreed t h a t :  

. . . whenever t h e  Bannack d e s i r e  a  r e s e r v a t i o n  t o  be s e t  
a p a r t  f o r  t h e i r  use, o r  whenever t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  
S ta tes  s h a l l  deem i t  a d v i s a b l e  f o r  them t o  be p u t  upon a  
r e s e r v a t i o n ,  he s h a l l  cause a  s u i t a b l e  one t o  be s e l e c t e d  
f o r  them i n  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  c o u n t r y ,  wh ich  s h a l l  embrace 
reasonab le  p o r t i o n s  o f  " P o r t  I i eu f "  and "Kansas P r a i r i e "  
c o u n t r i e s ,  . . . 

The te rm "Kansas P r a i r i e "  was i n t ended  t o  r e f e r  t o  t h e  Camas P r a i r i e  upon 

wh ich  p r e s e n t  F a i r f i e l d ,  Idaho  i s  s i t u a t e d .  I t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  m is -  

s p e l l i n g  o f  t h e  tern1 was a c c i d e n t a l  . To implement t h e  p o l  i c y  quoted 

above, P r e s i d e n t  Grant ,  by e x e c u t i v e  o r d e r  i n  1869, o rde red  t h a t :  

. . . w i t h i n  t i l e  1  i m i t s  o f  t h e  t r a c t  r ese rved  by e x e c u t i v e  
o r d e r  of June 14, 1867, f o r  t h e  I n d i a n s  o f  sou thern  Idaho,  w i l l  
be des igna ted  a  r e s e r v a t i o n  p rov i ded  f o r  t h e  Bannocks by t h e  
second a r t i c l e  of t h e  t r e a t y  w i t h  s a i d  t r i b e  o f  3d J u l y ,  1868. 



Thus, t h e  Bannocks were t o  occupy t h e  F o r t  H a l l  R e s e r v a t i o n  as  

w e l l  a s  t h e  Shoshonis.  The r e s e r v a t i o n ,  o f  course,  d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  t h e  

"Kansas P r a i r i e "  c o u n t r y .  A1 though t h e  govern~ i ient  o f f i c i a l  s  p r o b a b l y  

were aware o f  t h e  m i s s t a k e n  s p e l l i n g ,  t h e y  may have i g n o r e d  t h e  p r a i r i e ,  

based on  t h e  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  i t  was u n i d e n t i f i a b l e .  The I n d i a n s  c l a i m e d  

"Camas P r a i r i e "  because t h e y  had f o r  t i m e s  p a s t  ga the red  t h e  camas r o o t  

i n  t h i s  a rea ,  b u t  now t h e  c o u n t r y  was thrown open t o  s e t t l e m e n t  by t h e  

w h i t e s .  T h i s  i n f r i n g e m e n t  o f  t h e  I n d i a n ' s  r i g h t ,  guaranteed by t r e a t y ,  

and t h e  a m b i t i o n  o f  t h e  Bannock c h i e f ,  B u f f a l o  Horn, were t h e  causes of  

t h e  Bannock I n d i a n  War. 

A t  t h e  t i r i le  Lewis  and C l a r k  v i s i t e d  t h e  Lemhi c o u n t r y  i n  1805, t h e r e  

were abou t  500 Shoshonis occupy ing  t h e  l a n d  under  C h i e f  Cameahwait. I n  

1855, t h e  Mormons found  t h e  c o u n t r y  s t i l l  i n h a b i t e d  by Shoshonis under  Chie f  

Snagg, t o g e t h e r  w i t h  some r o v i n g  Bannocks; b u t  t h e  g o l d  m i n e r s  i n  1866 found 

a  mixed t r i b e  w h i c h  was composed o f  Shoshonis,  T u k u a r i  kas (Sheepeaters) ,  

and Bannocks who had congrega ted  and had s e l e c t e d  Tendoy a s  t h e i r  c h i e f .  

As t h e y  d i d  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a  s e p a r a t e  t r i b e ,  t h e y  became known a t  Tendoy 's  

band. By 1875, t h i s  band had i n t e r m a r r i e d  and coa lesced  i n t o  a  t r i b e  now 

c a l l e d  t h e  "Lernhis". I n  1868, a t  V i r g i n i a  City, Montana T e r r i t o r y ,  a  t r e a t y  

was made w i t h  t h e  Lemhis, i n  wh ich  t h e  I n d i a n s  agreed t o  cede a l l  o f  t h e i r  

c l a i m  t o  t h e  l a n d s  o f  t h e  Lemhi c o u n t r y  o u t s i d e  o f  a  r e s e r v e  t w e l v e  m i l e s  

above F o r t  Lemhi, and c o n t a i n i n g  two townsh ips  o f  l a n d ,  b u t  t h e  government 

f a i l e d  t o  r a t i f y  t h e  t r e a t y .  I n  1875, P r e s i d e n t  Gran t ,  by e x e c u t i v e  o r d e r ,  

s e t  a s i d e  a  r e s e r v a t i o n  f o r  them e x t e n d i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  f u l l  w i d t h  o f  Lemhi 

V a l l e y  between a p p r o x i m a t e l y  p r e s e n t  Lemhi and Tendoy and c o n t a i n i n g  a b o u t  

100 square m i l e s  o f  l a n d .  I n  1880, C h i e f  Tendoy and head men o f  t h e  t r i b e  

e n t e r e d  i n t o  an  agreement w i t h  t h e  government t o  r e 1  i n q u i s h  Lenihi V a l l e y  

I n d i a n  R e s e r v a t i o n  and t a k e  l a n d s  i n  s e v e r a l t y  on t h e  F a r t  H a l l  R e s e r v a t i o n .  

One p r o v i s i o n  o f  t h e  t r e a t y  was t h a t  i t  would n o t  t a k e  e f f e c t  u n t i l  i t  had 

been accep ted  by a  m a j o r i t y  o f  a l l  a d u l t  males o f  t h e  t r i b e ,  a  s t i p u l a t i o n  

w h i c h  was n o t  accompl ished u n t i l  Oecember 28, 1905. The p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  

t r e a t y  were t h a t  t h e  Lemhis s h o u l d  r e c e i v e  4,000 d o l l a r s  p e r  y e a r  f o r  20 

y e a r s  and 160 a c r e s  each of f a r ~ i i i n g  and g r a z i n g  l a n d s  t o  each head o f  a  

f a m i l y  and 80 a c r e s  each of  fa rming and g r a z i n g  l a n d s  t o  a l l  o t h e r s  who were 

n o t  heads o f  f a m i l i e s .  The F o r t  H a l l  I n d i a n s  were t o  r e c e i v e  6,000 d o l l a r s  



per  yea r  f o r  20 yea rs  f o r  t h e  l ands  which t hey  y i e l d e d  t o  t h e  Lemhis. The 

Lemhis abandoned t h e  Lemhi V a l l e y  I n d i a n  Reserva t ion  i n  1907. 

Tendoy was born on Boise R i v e r  about  1834, and succeeded h i s  unc le ,  

C h i e f  Snagg, as c h i e f  i n  1863. He was one o f  t h e  bes t  I n d i a n  f r i e n d s  t h e  

w h i t e  man ever  had and t h e  s e t t l e r s  never had any se r i ous  t r o u b l e  w i t h  t h e  

I n d i a n s  i n  Lemhi V a l l e y .  I n  f a c t ,  when t h e  movement o f  t h e  Nez Perces 

th rough t he  Lemhi c o u n t r y  i n  1877 seemed i~iini-inent, Tendoy vo lun tee red  t h e  

s e r v i c e s  o f  h i s  w a r r i o r s  i n  case h i s  w h i t e  f r i e n d s  were a t t acked .  For  t h e  

f i n a l  t e n  yea rs  o f  h i s  l i f e ,  t h e  Un i t ed  S ta tes ,  i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  h i s  

f r i e n d l y  a t t i t u d e ,  a l lowed him a  pens ion o f  15 d o l l a r s  per  month. He d i e d  

from exposure near t h e  narrows on Agency Creek on t h e  n i g h t  o f  May 9, 

1907. [47] 

The Bannock I n d i a n  War 

The Bannock I n d i a n  War occur red  i n  1878. The Bannocks l i v e d  g e n e r a l l y  

i n  t h e  Portneuf R i v e r  area, a l t hough  t hey  t r a v e l e d  w i d e l y .  These I n d i a n s  

had agreed t o  go on t h e  F o r t  H a l l  Reserva t ion ,  and t hey  were p resen t  t o  

draw t h e i r  a n n u i t i e s  and t o  g e t  government r a t i o n s ,  b u t  o t h e r w i s e  t hey  

s t i l l  roamed t h e  c o u n t r y  about  as much as ever .  I t  was t h e i r  h a b i t  t o  

v i s i t  Camas P r a i r i e  every  summer. As t h e  number o f  s e t t l e r s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  

increased,  t h e i r  hogs r o o t e d  up most o f  t h e  camas. T h i s  source o f  t h e  

I n d i a n s  food supp ly  be ing  g r e a t l y  reduced, and t h e  hun t i ng  p r o v i n g  t o  be 

poor,  t h e i r  government a l lowance  was i n s u f f i c i e n t  i n  1878 t o  f eed  them. 

They went on t h e  warpath under B u f f a l o  Horn, who had served as a  scou t  f o r  

General Howard i n  t h e  Nez Perce War. S e t t l e r s  were k i  11 ed and much p r o p e r t y  

was des t royed .  A t  South Mountain,  near  S i l v e r  City, Idaho (See F i g u r e  8 ) ,  

B u f f a l o  Horn was k i l l e d  i n  a  b a t t l e  w i t h  a  company o f  v o l u n t e e r s .  T h i s  was 

a  severe b low t o  t h e  I nd ians ,  b u t  t hey  crossed i n t o  Oregon, hoping t o  form 

an a l l i a n c e  w i t h  Columbia R i v e r  t r i b e s .  However, a  prompt movement o f  t h e  

army under General Howard, d i spe rsed  them. 

Groups o f  I n d i a n s  s t r a g g l e d  eastward i n  t h e  genera l  d i r e c t i o n  o f  F o r t  

H a l l  ha r rass ing  s e t t l e r s  as t hey  went a l o n g  t h e i r  way. L a t e r  i n  t h e  summer, 

a  band o f  57 w a r r i o r s  a t t a c k e d  a  t r a i n  o f  f r e i g h t  wagons on B i g  L o s t  R i v e r  

a t  t h e  s i t e  o f  p resen t  Mackay Rese rvo i r .  (See F i g u r e  14 i n  Appendix. ) A t  t h a t  

pe r i od ,  t h e  Utah Nor thern  R a i l r o a d  t e rm ina ted  a t  Oneida, Idaho, near  

p resen t  McCammon, and i t  was necessary t o  t r a n s p o r t  suppl i e s  by oxteams i n t o  



t h e  i n t e r i o r .  One o f  t h e  r o u t e s  s k i r t e d  t h e  no r t heas te rn  end o f  t h e  

Snake R i v e r  P l a i n ,  f rom water  h o l e  t o  water  ho le ,  and then  went up 

B i g  L o s t  R i v e r  V a l l e y  and crossed ove r  t o  t h e  Salmon d ra i nage  a t  p resen t  

W i l l ow  Creek Summit. A  l a r g e  consignment o f  f l o u r  and genera l  merchandise 

f o r  Colonel  George L .  Shoup's s t o r e  i n  Cha l l  i s  was ass igned t o  Joe Skel t o n  

f o r  d e l i v e r y .  As t h e  teams proceeded up !3ig L o s t  R i v e r  t hey  were met by 

an e s c o r t  i n  command o f  Jesse McCaleb who had been s e n t  o u t  as a  pre-  

c a u t i o n a r y  measure by Colonel  Shoup. The combined f r e i g h t  and e s c o r t  

t r a i n  c o n s i s t e d  o f  f i v e ,  n ine-yoke teams w i t h  t h r e e  wagons t o  each team. 

On t h e  way up t h e  v a l l e y ,  t h e  camp o f  August 11, 1878, was made i n  a  wide 

grass bot tom a  coup le  o f  m i l e s  above what was c a l l e d  t h e  "l4arrows". A t  

t h i s  p l a c e  t h e  f r e i g h t e r s  and t h e  e s c o r t  were a t t acked  by I nd ians ,  who f i r e d  

upon them f r om t h e  b l u f f s  o r  h i l l s  o v e r l o o k i n g  t h e  f r e i g h t  camp. Having 

a  l a r g e  q u a n t i t y  o f  f o u r ,  breastworks were h a s t i l y  cons t ruc ted  w i t h  sacks 

of  f l o u r .  No open a t t a c k  was made by t h e  I n d i a n s  and t h e  l o n g  range b a t t l e  

con t i nued  i n t o  darkness. 

The defenders  soon lea rned  t h a t  i t  was necessary t o  shoo t  q u i c k l y  and 

d isappear  behind t h e  p r o t e c t i v e  f l o u r  sacks as any exposure q u i c k l y  r e s u l t e d  

i n  we1 1  d i r e c t e d  sho ts  f r om  t h e  keen ly  wa t ch fu l  I nd i ans .  Tempted by a  d e s i r e  

t o  de te rmine  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n s s s  o f  one o f  h i s  shots ,  McCaleb r a i s e d  t h e  t o p  

of  h i s  head f a r  enough t o  see and a t  once was s t r u c k  i n  t h e  forehead by a  

b u l l e t  which k i l l e d  him i n s t a n t l y .  Another member o f  t h e  e s c o r t  a l s o  was 

k i l l e d .  A peak i n  t h e  L o s t  R i v e r  Range l a t e r  was named f o r  McCaleb. 

A f t e r  darkness s e t t l e d  down, Jue l  Raine vo lun tee red  t o  go t o  C h a l l i s  

f o r  ass i s t ance .  He s a f e l y  made h i s  escape, h u r r i e d  t o  C h a l l i s  and t h e  n e x t  

day r e t u r n e d  w i t h  a  p a r t y  o f  men. Upon t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  rescue  p a r t y ,  

t h e  I nd ians  wi thdrew and t h e  f r e i g h t  o u t f i t  was escor ted  s a f e l y  i n t o  C h a l l i s .  

[52]  The I n d i a n  band t h a t  made t h e  a t t a c k ,  numbering abou t  300 when j o i n e d  

by t h e i r  women and c h i l d r e n  and o t h e r  s t r a g g l e r s ,  was a f t e rwa rds  cap tu red  by 

Co lone l  Nelson A .  M i l e s  [3].  

A t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  Bannock campaign, t h e  v a r i o u s  bands and smal l  

p a r t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  L o s t  R i v e r  B a t t l e  group, were rounded up and about  

600 p r i s o n e r s  were taken. The Bannocks were k e p t  f o r  a  w h i l e  a t  severa l  

f o r t s  u n t i l  o rde rs  were rece i ved  from Washington t o  move them t o  t h e  Yakima 

Reserva t ion ,  t h e  idea  be ing  t h a t  t hey  would t h e r e  have an o b j e c t  l e sson  o f  



n a t i v e  progress.  They were too  f a r  behind t h e  " c i v i l  i z e d "  I nd ians ,  however, 

t o  t ake  any i n t e r e s t  i n  such an example, and t h e  government l oca ted  them 

-in Fjevada. [I 31 

The S h e e ~ e a t e r  I n d i a n  War 

The l a s t  I n d i a n  campaign i n  Idaho was t h e  Sheepeater War o f  1879. 

O f  a1 1  o f  I daho ' s  I n d i a n  wars, t he  Sheepeater campaign penet ra ted  by f a r  

t h e  most d i f f i c u l t  c o u n t r y  f o r  m i l i t a r y  ope ra t i ons .  A  l a r g e  p a r t  o f  t h e  

movements and t h e  p r i n c i p a l  b a t t l e s  took  p l ace  i n  t h e  rough t e r r a i n  between 

t h e  South Fork and t h e  i l l i dd le  Fork o f  Salmon R i v e r .  

O r i g i n a l l y ,  t h e  Sheepeaters were a  band o f  Shoshoni I nd ians  t h a t  

had 1  i v e d  f o r  thousands o f  yea rs  i n  t he  fas tnesses  o f  t h e  rugged Salmon 

R i v e r  coun ty .  P a r t  o f  t h e i r  d i e t  cons i s ted  o f  mountain sheep, hence t h e  

o r i g i n  o f  t h e i r  name. Up t o  t he  t ime  o f  t h e  IModoc, Nez Perce, and Bannock 

wars, t h e  Sheepeaters were more o r  l e s s  i n o f f e n s i v e ,  t he  g r e a t e s t  charge 

a g a i n s t  them be ing  p e t t y  t h i e v e r y .  A f t e r  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  wars r e f e r r e d  

t o  above, t h e  Sheepeaters were j o i n e d  by many o f  t h e  wo rs t  elements f rom 

these  o t h e r  t r i b e s ,  p r i n c i p a l l y  those who sought i n  these i n a c c e s s i b l e  

mountains p r o t e c t i o n  f rom t h e i r  own t r ibesmen a t  home o r  f rom ou t raged  

s e t t l e r s  whose s tock  they  had s t o l e n .  [I] There were 52 Sheepeaters 

i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  campaign, o n l y  twe l ve  o f  whom were men. 

The f o l l o w i n g  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  Sheepeater War was e x t r a c t e d  

l a r g e l y  f rom t h e  account r e l a t e d  by B a i l e y  [Z] .  The t r o u b l e  began b e f o r e  

dawn on June 17, 1878, when a  band o f  t h e  renegades entered I n d i a n  V a l l e y  

on Weiser R i v e r  and r a n  o f f  w i t h  60 head o f  horses owned by t h r e e  s e t t l e r s .  

When t h e  l o s s  was d iscovered,  t h e  t h r e e  s e t t l e r s ,  accompanfed by 

"Three- f ingered"  Smith, gave p u r s u i t .  The I nd ians  were over taken  i n  Long 

Val l e y  near Cascade, Idalio, where they  formed an a~r~buscade. A1 1  of  t h e  

pursuers were k i l l e d  except  Smith, t h e  l a t t e r  and h i s  mule be ing wounded, 

b u t  managing t o  escape. The wounded animal c a r r i e d  Smith t o  w i t h i n  a  s h o r t  

d i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  m a i l  s t a t i o n  near p resen t  New Meadows, where i t  f e l l  dead, 

l e a v i u g  Smith t o  crawl  t h e  remain ing d i s t a n c e  on hands and knees. A  phys ic ian ,  

summoned f rom Boise Barracks, t r e a t e d  S m i t h ' s  wounds f rom which he f u l l y  

recovered.  



When news o f  t h e  f i g h t  reached Weiser, Aaron F. Parker  w i t h  t h r e e  

companions, a l l  members o f  Company E, F i r s t  Regiment o f  Idaho Volunteers ,  

rode  t o  t h e  scene o f  t h e  arnbush. Here they  found eve ry th i ng  as i t  had 

been descr ibed  t o  them by t h e  m a i l  c a r r i e r  who had brought  i n  t h e  i n f o r -  

mat ion .  Press ing on a f t e r  t h e  Ind ians ,  i n  t h e  hope o f  o b t a i n i n g  i n f o r ~ l i a t i o n  

f o r  t h e  s o l d i e r s  whom they  knew would soon f o l l o w ,  Parker  and h i s  companions 

l o s t  t h e  t r a i l  on t h e  h i g h  d i v i d e  between t h e  Paye t te  and Salmon bas ins.  

Re tu rn ing  t o  t h e  scene o f  t he  murders, they  found t h a t  t h e  s o l d i e r s  had 

bu r i ed  t h e  dead and had gone northward t o  Paye t te  Lake. A f t e r  f o l l o w i n g  and 

c o n t a c t i n g  t h e  s o l d i e r s ,  a  r e p o r t  was made o f  t h e i r  f i n d i n g s  and t he  men 

r e t u r n e d  t o  Weiser. 

I n  August, two w h i t e  men were k i l l e d  i n  Round V a l l e y  near Smiths 

F e r r y  by t he  Sheepeaters, and d u r i n g  t he  w i n t e r  f o u r  Chinese miners were 

murdered a t  Casto. (See F igu re  13 i n  Appendix. ) When these  f a c t s  became 

known t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  General Howard ordered t r oops  t o  t ake  t h e  f i e l d  

and apprehend t h e  murderers.  

L a t e  i n  t he  s p r i n g  o f  1879, a  detachment o f  56 men, under command o f  

Capta in  R.  S.  Bernard o f  t h e  F i r s t  Caval ry ,  was sen t  i n  f rom Boise, and 

L i e u t e n a n t  Henry Ca t l ey ,  w i t h  a  f o r c e  o f  48 mounted men o f  t h e  Second I n -  

f a n t r y  f rom Camp Howard near G r a n g e v i l l  e, was ordered t o  t h e  scene. S h o r t l y  

a f t e r  t h e i r  depar tu re ,  L i e u t e n a n t  E. S .  Farrow, o f  t h e  F i r s t  Caval ry ,  w i t h  

seven s o l d i e r s  and 20 I n d i a n  scouts  f rom t h e  U m a t i l l a  Agency i n  Oregon, took 

t h e  t r a i l .  The movements o f  these t roops  a r e  shown on F igu re  8. 

Cat1 ey journeyed southward over  t h e  o l d  "Mose M i l  ne r "  t r a i  1  t o  

F lorence,  crossed t h e  Salmon t o  Warrens, and proceeded down t o  t h e  South 

Fork o f  t h e  Salmon, reach ing  t h e  Rains Ranch 40 days f rom t h e  t ime  o f  h i s  

depar tu re .  From t h i s  p o i n t  he moved s l o w l y  eastward through Chamberlain 

Bas in  and on t o  B i g  Creek. (See F i g u r e  11 i n  Appendix.)  Capta in  Bernard 

moved h i s  detachment n o r t h e a s t e r l y ,  meet ing w i t h  a lmost  insurmountable 

obs tac les .  By J u l y  17 he had reached Warm Lake which was about  80  m i l  es f rom 

where C a t l e y  was now l oca ted .  L i eu tenan t  Farrow was i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  

Bernard, b u t  as y e t  none of  t h e  f o r c e s  had seen any o f  t h e  I nd ians .  

On J u l y  28 C a t l e y  encamped on B i g  Creek where t h e  f i r s t  s i gns  o f  t h e  

I n d i a n s  were noted.  The n e x t  morning t h e  command marched i n  s i n g l e  f i l e  



down t h e  narrow canyon, much o f  t h e  way i n  t h e  bed o f  t h e  c reek .  The 

pack t r a i n  was a  cons ide rab le  d i s t a n c e  behind t h e  t r oops .  Suddenly, a  

l o n e  I n d i a n  appeared on t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  o f  t h e  creek,  s tand ing  o u t  i n  

b o l d  r e l i e f  on a  h i g h  c l i f f .  He c a l l e d  something t o  t h e  s o l d i e r s  i n  a  

s t r ange  tongue and immediate ly  d isappeared.  A r e p o r t  o f  a  r i f l e  was heard, 

f o l l o w e d  by o the rs ,  and two men f e l l  f rom t h e i r  saddles,  despe ra te l y  

wounded. lVot an I n d i a n  was t o  be seen, and t h e  s o l d i e r s  had no t a r g e t  a t  

which t o  shoot .  The o r d e r  was g i v e n  t o  about  f a c e  and r e t r e a t . '  T h i s  was 

done, t h e  wounded be ing taken  a long .  When t h e  pack t r a i n  was reached, 

camp was made f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  

E a r l y  t h e  n e x t  morning C a t l e y  ordered t h e  men t o  move up a  l o n g  r i d g e  

t o  t h e  summit o f  t h e  h i g h  mounta in  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  They had h a r d l y  l e f t  t h e  

base o f  t h e  r i d g e  when bo th  t h e  r e a r  and t h e  head o f  t h e  column were a t t acked ,  

p l a c i n g  t h e  t r oops  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  a  c r o s s - f i r e .  The I n d i a n s  f i r e d  t h e  

brush and g rass  t o  demora l i ze  t h e  t r oops  and t h e i r  mounts. 

For  14 hours t h e  command was kep t  i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  o n l y  f i v e  sho t s  

hav ing been f i r e d  by t h e  s o l d i e r s .  Water was n o t  a c c e s s i b l e  owing t o  t h e  

I n d i a n  command o f  t h e  c reek .  The men became so t h i r s t y  t h a t ,  so t h e  legend 

runs ,  t hey  opened a  keg o f  v i nega r  t o  a l l a y  t h e i r  t h i r s t .  From t h i s  i n -  

c i d e n t  "V inegar  Hi1 1 "  de r i ved  i t s  name. 

I n  t h e  subsequent r e t r e a t  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  pack t r a i n  was 

l o s t ,  b u t  t h e  men e v e n t u a l l y  reached Burgdor f  Hot  Spr ings where t hey  met 

Cap ta i n  Bernard and h i s  command. 

A f t e r  L i e u t e n a n t  C a t l e y ' s  r e t r e a t ,  t h e  I nd ians  inaugura ted  t h e  second 

t ragedy  on t h e  South Fork  o f  t h e  Salmon, a  t ragedy  which f i r e d  t h e  

su r round ing  communit ies w i t h  i n d i g n a t i o n .  A t  t h e  Rains Ranch on t h e  South 

Fork,  t h e  owner had taken h i s  f a m i l y  t o  Warrens f o r  s a f e t y .  Re tu rn i ng  w i t h  

t h r e e  men, Rains s e t  abou t  c u t t i n g  and c u r i n g  h i s  hay c rop .  When t h e  men 

were i n  t h e  f i e l d  unarmed, t h e  I nd ians  appeared and f i r e d  on them. Rains 

was bad l y  wounded, b u t  managed t o  drag h i m s e l f  t o  t h e  c a b i n  where he soon 

d i e d .  One o f  t h e  o t h e r  men, a l s o  wounded, ba r r i caded  t h e  c a b i n  and s tood  

o f f  t h e  I nd ians  u n t i l  n i g h t f a l l ,  when he escaped t o  Warrens. The o t h e r  

' ~ i e u t e n a n t  C a t l e y  was seve re l y  c r i  t i z e d  f o r  o r d e r i n g  t h i s  r e t r e a t  
and l a t e r  was c o u r t - m a r t i a l e d  and found  g u i l t y  o f  coward ice i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  
t h e  enemy; however, t h e  sentence was l a t e r  s e t  a s i d e  by P r e s i d e n t  Hayes. 



two men had p r e v i o u s l y  made t h e i r  way t o  Warrens. The Rains c a b i n  was 

burned and a l l  o f  t h e  c rops  were des t royed .  

Wi th  C a t l e y  and a  p o r t i o n  o f  h i s  Second I n f a n t r y ,  Bernard moved t o  

t h e  mouth o f  E l k  Creek, a  t r i b u t a r y  o f  South Fork  Salmon R i v e r ,  l e a v i n g  

a  guard o f  twe l ve  cavalrymen t o  r e i n f o r c e  t h e  stockaded c i v i l i a n  pop- 

u l a t i o n  o f  Warrens. A t  t h i s  p lace ,  he was j o i n e d  by t h e  detachment o f  

L i e u t e n a n t  Farrow and a l s o  by a  p o s t  surgeon f rom Bo ise  Barracks.  The 

e n t i r e  command now moved fo rward  t o  B ig  Creek and Vinegar  H i l l ,  Cap ta in  

A. G .  Forse w i t h  20 a d d i t i o n a l  men j o i n i n g  t h e  t r oops  enrou te .  

L i e u t e n a n t  W .  C .  Brown, who was s c o u t i n g  i n  advance o f  Bernard 's  

main command, con tac ted  1 0  o r  15 dismounted I n d i a n s  on August 19. Heavy 

f i r i n g  ensued, t h e  o n l y  c a s u a l t y  be ing  t h e  l o s s  o f  a  horse. Bernard 

h u r r i e d  fo rward ,  b u t  by t h e  t ime  he had reached t h e  scene o f  t h e  sk i rm i sh ,  

t h e  I nd ians  had vanished. The e n t i r e  command moved f o rwa rd  t o  S o l d i e r  Bar, 

near  t h e  mouth o f  B i g  Creek, where an abandoned I n d i a n  camp and a  number o f  

caches were found. The l a t t e r  con ta i ned  s u p p l i e s  t h e  Sheepeaters had taken 

a t  V inegar  Hi1 1  a f t e r  C a t l e y ' s  r e t r e a t .  Camp was made a t  S o l d i e r  Bar and 

t h e  I n d i a n  v i l l a g e  was des t royed .  Farrow (minus h i s  pack t r a i n )  tu rned  sou th  

up t h e  mounta in  on t h e  t r a i l  o f  t h e  h o s t i l e s ,  f i n d i n g  more caches c o n t a i n i n g  

welcome food  s u p p l i e s .  

Bernard o rdered  C a t l e y  back t o  Smead's Ranch f o r  supp l i es ,  w h i l e  he 

and Forse f o l l o w e d  Farrow, l e a v i n g  a1 1  t h e  t r a i n s  t o  pack up and f o l l o w  

t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  commands. The f o rwa rd  e l  ements were severa l  m i l e s  f rom camp, 

and t h e  t r a i n s  were ready  t o  f o l l o w  them, when t h e  l a t t e r  were suddenly 

a t t acked  by I n d i a n s  who had c r e p t  down i n  t h e  rocksabove them.  The t r a i n  

guards were taken by s u r p r i s e  b u t  t hey  soon repu l sed  t h e  a t t a c k ,  though 

P r i v a t e  Ha r r y  Egan, Company C ,  Second I n f a n t r y ,  was sho t  th rough  b o t h  t h i ghs ,  

n e c e s s i t a t i n g  amputat ion.  He d i e d  under  t h e  ope ra t i on ,  and was b u r i e d  a t  

t h e  l owe r  end o f  S o l d i e r  Bar.  La te r ,  a  monument was t r a n s p o r t e d  by wagon and 

pack t r a i n  115 m i l e s  t o  be p laced  a t  h i s  grave.  

Winter  coming on, a l l  o f  t h e  s o l d i e r s  l e f t  t h e  mountains w i t h  t h e  

excep t i on  o f  L i eu tenan t  Farrow w i t h  h i s  few men and L i e u t e n a n t  Brown w i t h  

t h e  I n d i a n  scou ts  f r om  U m a t i l l a .  The e n t i r e  s t r e n g t h  was now 23 men. 

Be fo re  noon on September 21, L i eu tenan t  Farrow was f o r t u n a t e  i n  

encoun te r ing  severa l  squaws and c h i l d r e n  whom he took  p r i s o n e r s  and f rom whom 



he was a b l e  t o  g e t  some meager i n f o r m a t i o n  rega rd ing  t h e  movements o f  t h e  

h o s t i l e s .  Farrow made a  b r i e f  s t op  a t  t h i s  p l ace  and L ieu tenan t  Brown 

moved ahead w i t h  a  detachment o f  10 scouts .  Brown soon s t r u c k  f r e s h  s i gns  

i n  t he  way o f  r e c e n t l y  occupied camps and t h e  t r a i l  o f  a  hun t i ng  p a r t y .  

Farrow w i t h  t h e  remainder o f  t h e  command over took  t h e  detachment a t  sun- 

down. Toward n i g h t f a l l  t he  ba rk i ng  of dogs was heard and soon t h e  I n d i a n  

encampment was s igh ted .  A t  m idn igh t  t h e  two l eade rs  surrounded t h e  camp, 

o n l y  t o  f i n d  t h a t  t h e  qua r r y  had escaped. La te r ,  t h e  I nd ians  were con tac ted  

by L i eu tenan t  Farrow, who persuaded them t o  surrender .  T h i s  t hey  d i d ,  

under promise t o  be a1 lowed t o  r e t a i n  t h e i r  arms and p rope r t y ,  t o  be exenipt 

f rom p rosecu t i on  except  those known t o  be murderers,  and e v e n t u a l l y  t o  be 

g i v e n  a  home on an I n d i a n  r e s e r v a t i o n .  L i e u t e n a n t  Farrow immediate ly  t ook  

h i s  p r i s o n e r s  o u t  o f  t h e  mountains.  They were escor ted  t o  Vancouver Barracks 

on t h e  lower  Columbia R i ve r  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  and l a t e r  were taken t o  t h e  F o r t  

H a l l  Reserva t ion ,  where t hey  were g i v e n  a  permanent home. 

Not a l l  o f  t h e  Sheepeaters surrendered t o  L i eu tenan t  Farrow. One 

band, under Ch ie f  Eagle Eye, avo ided t h e  army and con t inued  i t s  w i l d ,  i n -  

dependent ex i s tense  u n t i l  abou t  t h e  end o f  t h e  cen tu ry  - as l ong  as Eagle 

Eye was around t o  1  ead h i s  people.  



V I I .  TRANSPORTATION, AGRICULTURE, AND PERMANENT SETTLEMENTS 

People  t h e  w o r l d  over ,  whether p r i m i t i v e  o r  c i v i l i z e d ,  have de- 

pended on t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  1 i v e l i h o o d . a n d  enjoyment.  I n  Salmon 

Bas in ,  t h e  f i r s t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  by I n d i a n  t r i b e s  was by means o f  c rude  

t r a i l s  and canoes. T r a v e l  t o  t h e  m i n i n g  camps was p r i m a r i l y  by t r a i l s  

b u t  steamboat t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  was p r o v i d e d  p a r t  o f  t h e  way a t  an e a r l y  

d a t e .  E v e n t u a l l y ,  wagon roads  were deve loped and more r e c e n t l y  highways, 

r a i l r o a d s ,  and a i r  s t r i p s  have been c o n s t r u c t e d .  The s tages  and f r e i g h t  

1  i n e s  and f i n a l l y  t h e  r a i l r o a d s  and t r u c k  1  i n e s  gave f a r m i n g  and s t o c k  

r a i s i n g  f i r s t  p l a c e  i n  t h e  economy o f  t h e  b a s i n  a1 though l u m b e r i n g  remains 

i m p o r t a n t  and m i n i n g  has c o n s i d e r a b l e  p o t e n t i a l .  The l a r g e  herds o f  c a t t l e  

and sheep t h a t  ranged t h e  Salmon R i v e r  c o u n t r y  became a  b i g g e r  bus iness  

t h a n  m i n i n g ,  b u t  i n  l a t e r  y e a r s  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  was c u r t a i l e d  because o f  

o v e r g r a z i n g .  A g r i c u l t u r e  g o t  i t s  s t a r t  s u p p l y i n g  t h e  m i n e r s .  The c a t t l e  

bus iness  grew, commerce developed, and home b u i l d i n g  advanced. There i s  

n o t h i n g  l e f t  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  few o f  t h e  e a r l y  m i n i n g  towns 

and o t h e r s  e x i s t  o n l y  as  g h o s t  towns. The a c t i v e  towns i n  t h e  b a s i n  a r e  

t h o s e  wh ich  have t h r i v e d  as  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  c o n v e r s i o n  f r o m  a  m i n i n g  t o  an  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy and t h o s e  wh ich  were c r e a t e d  d i r e c t l y  as a  r e s u l t  o f  

a g r i c u l  t u r a l  development.  

The I n d i a n  t r a i l s  l e d  t o  t h e  h u n t i n g  grounds and camas f i e l d s  i n  

v a r i o u s  p a r t s  o f  c e n t r a l  Idaho, as  w e l l  as t o  t h e  b u f f a l o  grounds o f  wes te rn  

Montana and n o r t h e r n  Wyoming. Some o f  these  t r a i l s  were used f o r  t r a d e  

and f r i e n d l y  v i s i t s  w i t h  n e i g h b o r i n g  t r i b e s  and f o r  making ho rse  r a i d i n g  

s o r t i e s  and war campaigns a g a i n s t  enemy t r i b e s .  The p r i n c i p a l  I n d i a n  t r a i l s  

c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h e  n o r t h  tlez Perce t r a i l  ( l a t e r  c a l l e d  t h e  L o l o  T r a i l  ) ,  t h e  

South ilez Perce T r a i l ,  what e v e n t u a l l y  became known as  t h e  Parke r  T r a i l ,  

and t h e  Old  B o i s e  T r a i l .  There a l s o  was a n o t h e r  eas t -wes t  t r a i l  o f  l e s s e r  

impor tance  on t h e  Lochsa-Selway d i v i d e  wh ich  c rossed  t h e  B i t t e r r o o t s  a t  

L o s t  Horse Pass. Some o f  these  t r a i l s  had numerous branches and a l t e r n a t i v e  

r o u t e s  and, i n  a d d i t i o n ,  many p l a c e s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  such as Camas P r a i r i e  



and the Lemhi Valley, were criss-crossed with a labyrinth of minor t r a i l s .  

If i t  a1 1 convenient or feas ib le ,  the Indians traveled from one place to  

another in as  nearly a s t ra ight  course as possible. They rarely made 

any il.l.~provernents to  a t r a i l  in the sense of modern t r a i l  construction and 

often followed ridges in order to avoid brushy and rocky reaches along 

streams. Trail locations also were influenced by the advantages of good 

campsites, water, and grass for  horse feed. The origin of these t r a i l s  

l i e s  in ant iqui ty,  b u t  i t  i s  quite cer tain that  the major use of some of 

them came a f t e r  the Indians acquired the horse. 

The western terminus of the Lolo Trail was a t  the extensive Nez 

Perce Indian encampment area along Clearwater River a t  Karniah. Froni here 

the t r a i l  went northeastward across Lolo Creek to the large canias p ra i r i e  

in which Weippe i s  now located. Continuing southeastward, the t r a i l  

crossed Lolo Creek again, crossed over to  Eldorado Creek, thence over to 

and down Hungry Creek and u p  Willow Creek Ridge to  the niain ridge dividing 

Iiorth Fork Clearwater River from Lochsa River. The t r a i l  then followed the 

dividing ridge to a point north of Powell, except for  a short  diversion down 

to  Gravy and Howard creeks. A t  Rocky Point, the t r a i l  dropped down and 

crossed Crooked Fork Creek, proceeded through Packer Meadows and Lolo Pass, 

and thence to the Bitterroot Val ley a t  the mouth of Lolo Creek. This was 

the route followed by Lewis and Clark. Once the Bitterroot Valley had been 

reached, there were several t r a i l s  leading to the buffalo country. 
In 1854, Captain John Mullan explored the Lolo Trail as  a possible 

location for  a mil i tary road, b u t  f i n a l l y  decided in favor of the Coeur 
d '  Alene route. I n  1865, as  a r e su l t  of pressure brought on Congress by 

Lewiston merchants, money was appropriated for  the U .  S .  Department of the 

In ter ior  to construct a wagon road to Montana by way of Lolo Pass. The 

work was n o t  s tar ted until 1866 and i t  soon became evident tha t  funds were 

insuf f ic ien t  t o  construct a road, so consequently most of the liioney was 

spent to improve the t r a i l  . Several changes in location were made of the 

t r a i l  followed by Lewis and Clark. A t  the west end, the new route went 

eastward from Weippe to Musselshell and then gained the dividing ridge a t  

Snowy Surnmit. The t r a i l  from Indian Grave Lookout to Indian Post Office 

was changed to follow along the ma-in divide. Grading was done from saddle 

to saddle, thus eliminating many steep sections and generally easing 



t h e  grade. [53] Th i s  r e l o c a t e d  r o u t e  was used by t h e  Nez Perces and 

General Howard i n  t he  war o f  1877. 

The South Nez Perce T r a i l  commenced near p resen t  Harpster  on South 

Fork Clearwater  R i ve r  (See F i g u r e  10  i n  Appendix),  ascended t o  t h e  d i v i d e  

between t h e  South Fork and M idd le  Fork Clearwater  R i ve r ,  and then des- 

cended t o  p resen t  E l  k  C i t y ,  c r o s s i n g  a  number o f  streams enrou te  i n c l u d i n g  

F4ewsome Creek. The t r a i l  then  f o l l owed  up Red R i ve r  abou t  15 m i l e s ,  

ascended t o  t he  d i v i d e  between Salmon and Sel way r i v e r s  and descended t o  t h e  

Magruder Cross ing on Selway R i ve r  near t h e  mouth o f  L i t t l e  Clearwater  R i ve r .  

From here  t he  r o u t e  was up Deep Creek and over  Nez Perce Pass t o  t h e  upper 

B i t t e r r o o t  V a l l e y  where connect ions were made w i t h  t r a i l s  t o  t h e  p l a i n s  

coun t r y .  One o f  t h e  l a t t e r  t r a i l s  extended up Eas t  Fork  B i t t e r r o o t  R i v e r  t o  

Ross's Hole, crossed t h e  Con t i nen ta l  D i v i d e  a t  Gibbons Pass, and went 

th rough  t h e  B i g  Hole Basin.  

Dur ing  t h e  p e r i o d  1853-1854, t h e  South Nez Perce T r a i l  was scouted 

by members o f  Capta in  John M u l l a n ' s  p a r t y  as a  p o s s i b l e  r o u t e  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

of a  wagon road  b u t  was r e j e c t e d  as i m p r a c t i c a l .  F u r t h e r  reconnaissance 

was  made -in 1866 i n  an a t t emp t  t o  f i n d  a  s h o r t e r  wagon r o u t e  f rom t h e  nav i -  

gab le  headwaters a t  Lewis ton  t o  g o l d  s t r i k e s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a  City, 

Montana. The r o u t e  aga in  was r e j e c t e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  L o l o  T r a i  1. 

I n d i a n  t r a v e l  between t h e  Iiez Perce t r i b a l  lands  i n  t h e  lower  Clearwater  

bas in  and t h e  Shoshoni t r i b a l  lands  i n  t h e  Lemhi V a l l e y  u t i l i z e d  t h e  South 

lVez Perce T r a i l  t o  Burn t  Knob (See F i g u r e  11 i n  Appendix) a t  which p o i n t  a  

t r a i l ,  l a t e r  t o  be named t h e  Parker T r a i l ,  was f o l l o w e d  t o  t h e  Shoshoni 

homeland. The Parker T r a i l  f o l l o w e d  t h e  d i v i d e  between Salmon and Selway 

r i v e r s  t o  t h e  c r e s t  o f  t h e  B i t t e r r o o t  Mountains a t  t h e  p resen t  Idaho-Montana 

boundary, thence a long  t h e  d i v i d e  between B i t t e r r o o t  and Salmon r i v e r s  t o  

a  p o i n t  a lmost  due n o r t h  o f  Shoup a t  which p o i n t  i t  crossed over  t o  I n d i a n  

Creek and f o l l owed  down t h a t  stream t o  Salmon R i v e r .  (See F igu re  12 i n  

Appendix.)  The t r a i l  t hen  f o l l owed  a long  t h e  n o r t h  and e a s t  s ides  o f  t h e  

Sal~i lon t o  t h e  Shoshoni encampments. From t h i s  area severa l  t r a i l s  l e d  t o  

t h e  b u f f a l o  coun t ry ;  one by way o f  B ig  Hole Pass and another ,  t h e  more h e a v i l y  

t r a v e l e d ,  by way o f  Lemhi Pass. 

The t r a i l ,  l a t e r  known as t he  Old Boise T r a i l ,  was used by t h e  I nd ians  

f o r  t r a v e l  between t h e  Nez Perce c o u n t r y  and t h e  Shoshoni and Nor thern  P a i u t e  



camping and c o u n c i l  area on Weiser R i v e r .  I t s  no r t he rn  end connected 

w i t h  a  number o f  t r a i l  s  on t h e  wes t  s i d e  o f  Salmon R i ve r  oppos i t e  White 

B i r d  Creek. I t  ascended t o  t h e  d i v i d i n g  r i d g e  between Salmon and Snake 

r i v e r s  and g e n e r a l l y  f o l l o w e d  t h a t  r i d g e  south t o  t h e  upper end o f  Rapid 

R i v e r  b a s i n  and thence descended t o  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  p resen t  v i l l a g e  o f  

Counci l  . 
E a r l y  w h i t e  t r a v e l e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p rospec to rs ,  used t h e  I n d i a n  t r a i l s .  

C loser  t o  t h e  P a c i f i c  Coast, where t h e  r i v e r s  were l a r g e r ,  water r o u t e s  

p rov ided  t h e  favored  "highways", and be fo re  t h e  year  o f  I daho ' s  f i r s t  g o l d  

rush,  1860, t h e r e  were many steamers p ly - ing  Columbia and W i l l ame t te  

r i v e r s .  I n  f a c t ,  compe t i t i on  had become so severe t h a t  a l l  t h e  owners 

j o i n e d  t oge the r  and formed t h e  Oregon Steam Nav iga t i on  Company i n  t h a t  

yea r .  T h e i r  combined resources f inanced  numerous s tern-wheelers  upon t h e  

Colurr~bia f rom Po r t l and  t o  t h e  Cascades, as w e l l  as a  s i x - m i l e  r a i l r o a d  

around t h e  Cascades, more s tea~ i ie rs  t o  The D a l l  es, another  14-mi l  e  por tage 

r a i l  road  around those r a p i d s  and t h r e e  o r  f o u r  more r i v e r  boats  on up t h e  

upper Columbia and Snake and Clearwater  r i v e r s .  Steamer s e r v i c e  reached 

Lewis ton  a lmos t  as soon as t h e  miners d i d ,  and be fo re  t h e r e  was any town. 

A1 though t h e  Oregon Steam I'iavi ga t i o n  Corr~pany was 1  o c a l l  y owned by Oregon 

men, t h e  people o f  t h e  Northwest g e n e r a l l y  accused t h e  company o f  t h e  wors t  

monopo l i s t i c  p r a c t i c e s .  

When t h e  g r e a t  N o r t h  Idaho g o l d  r u s h  o f  t h e  e a r l y  1860 's  began, t h e  

miners and t h e i r  s u p p l i e r s  were dependent upon t h e  same methods o f  t r a n s -  

p o r t a t i o n  t h a t  had been employed i n  t h a t  r e g i o n  f o r  many yea rs .  Horses 

and mules were used f o r  c a r r y i n g  bo th  men and f r e i g h t .  The 50-mule ( o r  

horse)  t r a i n s  t h a t  went i n t o  P ie r ce  o r  F lo rence  were n o t  u n l i k e  those used 

by Pe te r  Skene Ogden o r  John Work w i t h  t h e i r  horse br igades.  A 50-mule 

team c o u l d  c a r r y  t e n  tons o f  suppl i e s  o r  equipment, and c o u l d  t r a v e l  about  

25 o r  30 m i l e s  a  day. From 18G0 t o  1900, t h e  pack t r a i n  was t h e  p r ima ry  

means o f  h a u l i n g  supp l i es  i n t o  and t h e  go ld  o u t  o f  t h e  m in ing  camps o f  

t h e  Clearwater-Salmon m in ing  r e g i o n .  1  

'pack ing con t i nued  t o  be an impo r tan t  means o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  and 
even a t  t h e  p resen t  t ime  i t  i s  t h e  s o l e  means o f  hau l i ng  supp l i es  i n t o  
some remote and rugged areas o f  c e n t r a l  Idaho. I n  f a c t ,  t h e  well-known 
decker packsaddle was developed i n  t h e  C l  earwater-Salmon R i v e r  coun t r y  
[8Is 



Accord ing t o  H a i l  ey [16], i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1862 two pack t r a i l s  

were opened i n t o  t he  Salmon R i v e r  coun t ry ,  one go ing  leng thw ise  across 

Camas P r a i r i e  t o  Salmon R i v e r  and up t h e  Salmon about  12 m i l e s  t o  S l a t e  

Creek and thence up and across  t h e  mountains 15 o r  20 m i l e s  t o  t he  mines 

a t  F lorence.  Th i s  was c a l l e d  t h e  S l a t e  Creek o r  Salmon Route. The o t h e r  

r o u t e  went f rom t h e  eas t  end o f  C r a i g  e a s t  across Camas P r a i r i e ,  

pass ing nzar  where Grangev- i l le  now stands, and then  tu rned  a lmost  due 

sou th  t o  F lorence.  The p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  t r a i l  f rom Idaho had 40 m i l e s  

o f  mounta in  c o u n t r y  t o  pass over  be fo re  reach ing  t h e  mines and i n  many 

p laces i t  was c u t  th rough  t h i c k  t imber  and a long  s teep h i l l  s ides .  T h i s  

t r a i l  was cons t ruc ted  by IYoses M i l n e r  and was c a l l e d  t h e  Hose M i l n e r  

T r a i l  . On each o f  these t r a i l s ,  to1 1  was charged a t  t h e  r a t e  o f  one do1 l a r  

f o r  saddle o r  pack an ima ls .  

I n d i a n  t r a i l  s  were used f o r  t h e  f i r s t  access t o  Warrens, b u t  ve ry  

soon a  b e t t e r  t r a i l  was made which crossed Salmon R i v e r  on a  " w i r e "  ( cab le )  

b r i d g e  about  t e n  m i l e s  above French Creek. It then  f o l l o w e d  down t h e  Salmon 

t o  Frencl i  Creek, ascended t o  t h e  head o f  F a l l  Creek, l e d  down Lake Creek 

t o  t he  h o t  sp r i ngs  a t  p resen t  Burgdor f ,  f o l l o w e d  down Secesh R i v e r  severa l  

m i l e s ,  and crossed over  t h e  d i v i d e  t o  Warrens. 

I n  t h e  e a r l y  movement t o  reach Leesburg, t h e  genera l  t r a v e l  was 

p r i n c i p a l l y  by means o f  I n d i a n  t r a i l s  converg ing near t h e  mouth o f  Lemhi 

R i v e r .  Miners  f rom Boise Basin came over  t h e  B i g  Creek T r a i l  by way o f  

Morgan and Panther creeks.  Those f rom Montana came t o  Lemhi V a l l e y  through 

Lemhi Pass, L o s t  T r a i l  Pass, o r  B i g  Hole Pass. On t he  west s i de  o f  t h e  Salmon, 

one t r a i l  1  ed up t h e  s teep mountain s lope  and over  t h e  t op  o f  t h e  l o n g  

range and by v a r i o u s  branches l e d  down i n t o  Napias Creek Basin [52]. 

P r i o r  t o  1880, a1 1  supp l i es  were packed i n t o  t he  Yankee Fork mines 

on t h e  backs o f  horses and mules over a  t r a i l  f rom C h a l l i s .  T h i s  t r a i l  

went up Garden Creek over  B ig  H i l l  t o  C l i l l  Creek, up t " l i l 1  Creek t o  t h e  

Yankee Fork dra inage,  and down Yankee Fork t o  Bonanza. (See F igu re  14 i n  

Appendix. ) 

The Thunder Mountain m in ing  d i s t r i c t  was approached by t h r e e  rou tes :  

The Boise T r a i l ,  e n t e r i n g  Idaho County th rough Bear Va l l ey ,  c r o s s i n g  t h e  

d i v i d e  a t  Monumental Creek, and thence t o  Roosevel t; second, t h e  Warrens 

T r a i l ,  l e a d i n g  f rom Warrens eastward t o  S c h e i f f e r ' s  ranch, thence up t he  



South Fork  t o  t h e  mouth o f  E l k  Creek, thence up t h a t  s t ream t o  t h e  summit, 

thence v i a  Smith, B ig ,  and Monumental c r e e k s  t o  Roosevel t ;  o r  t h i r d ,  t h e  

t r a i l  f r o m  Salmon C i t y ,  wh ich  crossed t h e  M i d d l e  Fork  e i g h t  m i l e s  above 

t h e  r a n c h  o f  Newton Hibbs,  thence o v e r  t h e  d i v i d e  westward t o  Marb le  Creek, 

up t h a t  s t ream 15 m i l e s ,  and thence due wes t  o v e r  t h e  d i v i d e  t o  Roosevel t. 

I n  1900, t h e  su~ii  o f  3,000 do1 l a r s  was c o l  1  ec ted  f r o m  p r o s p e c t o r s ,  m iners ,  

and businessmen t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  s i  ng l  e d i r e c t  r o u t e  f r o m  t h e  n o r t h w e s t e r n  

a rea  t o  t h e  d i g g i n g s .  S t a r t i n g  f r o m  G r a n g e v i l l e ,  t h e  r o u t e  crossed t h e  

B u f f a l o  Hump county ,  t h r o u g h  D i x i e ,  t o  t h e  mouth o f > T r o u t  Creek on t h e  

main  Salmon. Here Campbell , one o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r s ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  a  f e r r y  which 

s t i l l  bears  h i s  name. The t r a i l  t h e n  f o l l o w e d  up L i t t l e  T r o u t  Creek t o  t h e  

p r e s e n t  s i t e  o f  B u r n t  Knob Lookout,  t h e n  a l o n g  H i g h l i n e  Ridge s o u t h  o f  

F l o s s i e  Lake t o  t h e  c r o s s i n g  o f  Chamber la in  Creek a t  t h e  ~ n o u t h  o f  IYoose 

Creek, where a  w i n t e r  s topover  c a b i n  was b u i l t .  Ex tend ing  t h r o u g h  Moose 

Creek Meadows, t h e  t r a i l  c l imbed  t h e  r i d g e  e a s t  o f  Moose Creek and c o n t i n u e d  

on t o p  t o  Ramey Ridge. From Ramey Ridge t h e  t r a i l  came t o  t h e  mouth o f  

Ramey Creek, t h e n  down B i g  Creek t o  t h e  mouth o f  Monumental Creek and up 

Monumental Creek. 

G e n e r a l l y ,  as  soon a s  roads c o u l d  be b u i l  t, wagon f r e i g h t  and s tage  

coach 1  i n e s  supplanted t h e  horse and mu1 e  t r a i n s .  I n  l e v e l ,  open c o u n t r y ,  

as f r o m  L e w i s t o n  t o  Wal la Wal la  and i n  t h e  Lemhi V a l l e y ,  wagon t r a v e l  c o u l d  

be implemented a l m o s t  immedia te ly ;  o t h e r w i s e ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  roads and 

f e r r i e s  o r  b r i d g e s  was necessary.  

A t  f i r s t ,  t h e r e  was no road  beyond Lewis ton,  o n l y  pack t r a i l s  and 

streams s u i t a b l e  f o r  smal l  boa ts .  D u r i n g  h i g h  wa te r ,  t h e  steamers t o  

L e w i s t o n  would o c c a s i o n a l l y  go upstream, p o s s i b l y  as f a r  as Lapwai.  A  

r o a d  was completed t o  Lapwai q u i t e  e a r l y  so t h a t  t h e  L e w i s t o n  merchants 

c o u l d  c a p t u r e  t h e  Nez Perce Agency t r a d e ,  b u t  no road  much beyond t h a t  

p o i n t  was bu- i l  t f o r  some y e a r s .  About  1872, a  road  was completed as f a r  

as  Mount Idaho.  I n  f a c t ,  L. P. Brown, an e a r l y  N o r t h  Idaho c a p i t a l i s t ,  

opera ted  t h e  Lewis ton-Mount Idaho s t a g e  1  i ne. [37] 

Wagon t r a v e l  t o  t h e  Leesburg m i n i n g  a rea  came i n  1866 s h o r t l y  a f t e r  

t h e  d i s c o v e r y  was made. It n e c e s s a r i l y  came th rough  Lemhi V a l l e y ,  t h e  

e a r l  i e s t ,  conring f r o m  Montana by way o f  Horse P r a i r i e ,  Bannock Pass, and 

J u n c t i o n  Canyon f r o m  a  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  S a l t  Lake City and Helena road .  



Later, wagon travel destined for  Salmon City turned westward from the 

Montana-Utah road near Market Lake in eastern Idaho, continued across 

the open country to Birch Creek, turned u p  tha t  stream, crossed present 

Gilmore Divide, and proceeded down the Lemhi. 

The completion of the trans-continental railroad as f a r  as  Utah in 

1868 afforded a great benefit in reducing the former long wagon t r a i l s .  

Corrine and Kelton, Utah, became the freight  and passenger points for  

the country to the north. Kelton became the f re ight  and stage s tat ion fo r  

Boise and Wood River and Corrinethe Station for Sal~iion City and western 

Montana. There were no constructed roads and the travel ing with wagons 

heavily loaded was slow and d i f f i c u l t .  The stage coaches had to travel 

over the same rough roads. Freight charges were two and one-half to four 

cents per pound. [52] 

In 1880 and 1881, as  the resu l t  of popular subscription, a wagon 

road was constructed from the Red Rock Station on the Utah Northern, 

abol~t  seven miles south of present Clark Canyon Dam i n  Flontana, to Salmon 

City, which became the route of stage and freight  travel of Montana and 

the lower Lemhi and Salmon River section. [52] The route followed u p  

Horse Prair ie  Creek, turned u p  Trail Creek and crossed Lemhi pass, descended 

Agency Creek to Tendoy, and thence went down the Lemhi Valley to Salmon 

City. The o u t f i t  furnishing t h i s  transportation service was called the 

Redrock, Salmon and Gibbonsville Stage Company. Passengers, mail, and 

some f re ight  came over on four or six-horse stage coaches while the heavier 

and larger items were brought over by heavy f re ight  wagons. [55] 

Shortly a f t e r  discovery of the Yankee Fork mines in 1875, a wagon 

road was established to th i s  area from Mackay by way of Willow Creek 

Summit, Spar Canyon, and East Fork Salmon River (See Figure 14 in Appendix). 

When Round Valley was se t t l ed ,  a wagon road was established which branched 

off of the older road northwest of Willow Creek Summit and went almost 

d i rec t ly  to Challis.  In 1880, a wagon road was completed from Challis to 
Bonanza. The need for  th i s  road was so pressing tha t  the crews were kept 

a t  work from dawn until  darkness, working from each end of the road. On 

January 26, 1880, the f i r s t  stage, a s led,  with i t ' s  load of passengers 

arrived a t  Custer. The road followed the route of the old t r a i l  via Garden 

and Mill creeks to the Yankee Fork drainage. 



A to1  1  road  was completed f rom Sawtooth City over  Galena Summit 

t o  Ketchum i n  1880. (See F igu re  13 i n  Appendix. ) 

A wagon road  r o u t e  was surveyed as e a r l y  as 1878 by t h e  m i l i t a r y  

department f o r  a  m i l i t a r y  road between F o r t  Boise and F o r t  Lapwai. The 

est imated c o s t  o f  t he  e n t i r e  road was then  80,000 d o l l a r s ,  b u t  t h e  p r o j e c t  

was dropped. I n  1889, t h e  Idaho T e r r i t o r i a l  L e g i s l a t u r e  app rop r i a ted  

50,000 d o l l a r s  i n  b e h a l f  o f  a  wagon road  between Mount Idaho and t he  

southern coun t i es .  The road was t o  f o l l o w  the  M i l  ner  and Warrens t r a i l s  

t o  Warm Spr ings (Burgdor f ) ,  thence t o  t h e  Secesh Summit and down No r th  

Fork Paye t te  R i ve r  t o  a  connec t ion  a t  Wagon Bay on B i g  Paye t te  Lake w i t h  an 

e x i s t i n g  road t o  Salmon Meadows ( t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  p resen t  New Meadows). T h i s  

road was compl e ted  about 1892. 

Between 1893 and 1907, a  wagon road was completed a l ong  Salmon R i v e r  

f rom White B i r d  t o  t he  mouth of  t he  L i t t l e  Salmon and up t h a t  stream t o  

Salmon Meadows. I n  1907, a  S t a t e  Board o f  Highway Commissioners was formed 

t o  have c o n t r o l  and supe rv i s i on  of roads, br idges,  and t r a i l  s  cons t ruc ted  

a t  t he  expense o f  t h e  s t a t e  and t o  keep them i n  proper  r e p a i r  [47]. The 

f i r s t  surveys f o r  t h e  p resen t  highway down White B i r d  H i l l  were made i n  

1917, b u t  i t  was 1931 be fo re  t h e  No r th  and South Highway (U.  S .  95) was 

compl e ted  between New Meadows and Grangevi 1  1  e  [I 21. 

Accord ing t o  o l d  t imers, '  t h e  wagon road  a long  Salmon R i ve r  from Salmon 

t o  C h a l l i s  was completed i n  1893 and 1894. Most o f  t he  e a r l y  wagon road  

f rom Salmon n o r t h  was l o c a t e d  eas t  o f  t h e  s teep b l u f f s  a long  Salnion R i ve r ,  

b u t  e v e n t u a l l y  a  road was completed a long  t h e  r i v e r .  The Fo res t  Serv ice ,  

work ing w i t h  Lemhi County, extended a  wagon road  f rom G i b b o n s v i l l e  ove r  

L o s t  T r a i l  Pass i n t o  Montana i n  1907 [58]. Probably  by t he  t ime  t h a t  

Sunbeam Dam was cons t ruc ted  i n  191 0, a  r oad  had been completed froni S tan ley  

t o  Yankee Fork.  The U. S .  Geo log ica l  Survey p l a n - p r o f i l e  survey o f  Salmon 

R i ve r  f rom Salmon t o  Stan ley,  which was made i n  1916 and 1919, shows t h a t  

i t  was p o s s i b l e  t o  t r a v e l  by wagon ad jacen t  t o  Salmon R i v e r  a l l  t h e  way f rom 

Salnion t o  S tan ley  by 1919 and perhaps even p r i o r  t o  1916 [64]. 

' w r i t t e n  communication, 0. G. A inswor th ,  Salmon, Idaho, 1971 . 



Cons t ruc t i on  work on t h e  Sawtooth Park Highway, which e v e n t u a l l y  

was des ignated U. S. 93, commenced a f t e r  World War I. It was completed, 

except  f o r  t h e  C h a l l i s - C l a y t o n  sec t i on ,  by t he  l a t e  1930's;  b u t  i t  was 

1953 be fo re  t h e  l a t t e r  s e c t i o n  was completed. I n  t h e  i n t e r i m ,  t r a v e l  

between C h a l l i s  and C lay ton  was made by way o f  U. S. 93 A l t e r n a t e  and 

t h e  o l d  road  down Spar Canyon and East  Fork Salmon R i ve r .  U. S .  93 

A1 t e r n a t e  f rom IYackay t o  Cha l l  i s  was completed about  1930. A  l a r g e  p a r t  

of  t h e  secondary road  system i n  Salmon Basin was cons t ruc ted  by t he  C i v i l i a n  

Conserva t ion  Corps d u r i n g  t h e  1930 's .  

The f i r s t  r a i l  road t o  e n t e r  Idaho T e r r i t o r y  was t h e  Utah Nor thern,  

a  narrow gauge l i n e  b u i l t  by a  Utah company t o  F r a n k l i n ,  Idaho. I n  1886, 

i t  was changed t o  s tandard  gauge and was merged w i t h  t h e  Oregon Sho r t  L i n e  

which belonged t o  t h e  Union P a c i f i c  system. [47] The Oregon Sho r t  L i n e  

was completed ac ross  sou the rn  Idaho i n  1884. Even be fo re  t h e  1  i n e  was 

f i n i shed ,  a  branch was cons t ruc ted  f rom Shoshone t o  Ketchum i n  1883. The 

Nor thern  P a c i f i c  R a i l r o a d  a l s o  had penet ra ted  west, spanning Montana and 

Idaho i n  t h e  same yea r ,  1883. I n  1885, t h e  Oregon R a i l r o a d  and N a v i g a t i o n  

Company's f i r s t  t r a i n  entered Moscow, Idahc.  The Spokane-Lewiston branch 

of  t h e  Nor thern  P a c i f i c  reached Genesee f rom Pullman i n  1888, b u t  d e s p i t e  

t h e  i n t e n t i o n s  o f  John Vol lmer ,  Lewis ton c a p i t a l  i s t ,  and o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  

of t h e  1  i ne ,  i t  was deenied imposs-i b l  e  t o  descend t h e  necessary 1900 f e e t  

i n  15 m i l e s  t o  reach  Lewis ton.  A  comple te ly  d i f f e r e n t  s o l u t i o n  was a r r i v e d  

a t  two years  l a t e r ,  when t h e  l i n e  was extended f rom Pullman t o  Lewis ton  

by way of Moscow, Vol lmer  (T roy ) ,  Kendr ick  and J u l  i a e t t a .  The t r a c k s  

f i n a l l y  reached Lewis ton  i n  1898. 

A f t e r  t h e  Lewis ton  branch was b u i l t ,  t h e  Nor thern  P a c i f i c  s t a r t e d  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  l i n e  up Lapwai Creek t o  Camas P r a i r i e  t o  t a p  t h a t  r i c h  

g r a i n  and c a t t l e - p r o d u c i n g  r e g i o n .  T h i s  branch, c a l l e d  t he  Camas P r a i r i e  

Ra i l r oad ,  was completed t o  Culdesac i n  1899. However, i t  was 1908 before 

t h e  spec tacu la r ,  b u t  d i f f i c u l t  and c o s t l y ,  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  l i n e  froni  Culdesac 

t o  Camas P r a i r i e  was f i n i s h e d  t o  serve  Craigmont, Cottonwood, and Grangev i l l e .  

I n  1872, Colonel  W. W.  De Lacy surveyed a  t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l  r o u t e  f o r  

t h e  Nor thern  P a c i f i c  R a i l r o a d  down t h e  Salmon R i v e r  Canyon, b u t  t he  C la r k  

Fork r o u t e  much f a r t h e r  n o r t h  - around Lake Pend d l O r e i l l e  - e v e n t u a l l y  was 



chosen i ns tead  [31]. I n  1889, t h e  Mid land  P a c i f i c  sen t  down a  survey ing  

p a r t y  which was shipwrecked on t he  lower  Salmon w i t h  some l o s s  o f  l i f e  

and l o s s  o f  ins t ruments  and f i e l d  notes.  

The r a - i l r o a d  boom d i d  n o t  reach  t he  eas te rn  p a r t  o f  Salmon Basin 

u n t i l  e a r l y  i n  1909, when t h e  G.ilmore & P i t t s b u r g  Ra i l r oad ,  a  company whose 

o r i g i n  and f inances  were shrouded i n  mystery ,  began buy iqg r i gh t -o f -way  

f rom Armstead, Montana, across t h e  Cont inen ta l  D i v i d e  a t  Bannock Pass i n t o  

Idaho near Leadore, 50 m i l e s  southeast  o f  Salmon. The "Gi lmore"  o f  t h e  new 

r o a d ' s  t i t l e  was named f o r  a  m in ing  town sou th  o f  Leadore, t o  which a  spur 

of  t he  l i n e  was t o  go, t h e  o t h e r  branch runn ing  n o r t h  t o  Salmon. 

The Leadore-Gilmore area was t hen  a  heavy producer o f  s i l v e r  and lead ;  

however, most people d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  l i n e  was be ing b u i l t  t o  

t e rm ina te  i n  Gi lmore, o r  even i n  Salmon. By t h e  t ime t h e  Gi lmore & P . i t t sbu rg  

awarded t he  f i r s t  c o n t r a c t s  i n  March, rumor had l i n k e d  i t  w i t h  every  ma jo r  

r a i l r o a d  i n  t he  West. R a i l  1  i n e s  were t o  con t i nue  through Salmon Ci ty  

downr ive r  t o  White B i r d  and Lewis ton,  o r  u p r i v e r  t o  Boise and San Franc isco,  

o r  southeast  t o  Idaho F a l l s  and S a l t  Lake C i t y ,  o r  maybe a l l  th ree .  [5] 

The Spa1 d i n g  Centennia l  E d i t i o n  o f  t h e  Lewis ton Tr ibune,  i n  r e f e r r i n g  

t o  t he  era o f  r a i l r o a d  b u i l d i n g  and t o  t h e  r i v a l r y  i n  Idaho, had t h i s  t o  

say [I 21: 

I n  an obscure, unos ten ta t i ous  way, t h e  P i t t s b u r g  & Gi lmore 
road  was b u i l  t f rom Armstead, Montana t o  Salmon City, Idaho, 
t h e  road  connec t ing  a t  Armstead w i t h  t he  Oregon Sho r t  L i ne ,  
s u b s i d i a r y  o f  t h e  Union P a c i f i c .  A f t e r  t h a t  road  was i n  o p e r a t i o n  
a  s h o r t  t ime,  surveyors appeared a t  Salmon City and s t a r t e d  
t h e  1  i n e  down t h e  Salmon R i ve r  t o  t h e  mouth o f  t h e  L i t t l e  
Salmon. A few days t h e r e a f t e r  Union P a c i f i c  surveyors were 
rushed t o  t h e  scene and t h e r e  was a  race  f o r  t h e  r i v e r  canyon 
a t  Shoup, 60 m i l e s  below Salmon City. The P i t t s b u r g  & Gi lmore 
Surveyors won and t h e i r  work d i d  n o t  end u n t i l  a  l o c a t i o n ,  
c ross -sec t i on  survey had been completed t o  Lewis ton,  t h e  l i n e  
f o l l o w i n g  t he  e a s t  bank o f  t h e  Snake R i v e r  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  t h e  
Salmon. 

With t h e  comple t ion  o f  t h e  survey i t  became known through 
announcement by t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Dor thern  P a c i f i c  t h a t  t h e  
l a t t e r  owned t h e  P i t t s b u r g  & Gi lmore r a i l w a y ,  and i t  a l s o  be- 
came known t h a t ,  p r i o r  t o  r unn ing  t h e  Salmon City - Lewis ton  l i n e ,  
t he  Nor thern  P a c i f i c  engineers had r u n  a  1  i n e  f rom Twin Br idges ,  
Montana t o  Armstead. Twin Br idges i s  t h e  terminus o f  a  water  
grade branch o f  t h e  Nor thern  P a c i f i c  connec t ing  w i t h  t h e  main 
l i n e  a t  Wh i t eha l l ,  Montana. 



Greeted by a  l a r g e  c e l e b r a t i o n ,  t h e  G i lmore  & P i t t s b u r g  

t r a c k l a y i q g  machine reached Salmon i n  A p r i l ,  191 0. By t h e  n e x t  y e a r  

i t  was e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  r a i l r o a d  was t o  be p r o j e c t e d  no f u r t l i e r ,  and 

businesses begun i n  op t im ism i n  1910 began t o  c l o s e  o u t  q u i e t l y  i n  1911. 

As r a i l r o a d s  go, t h e  G i lmore  & P i t t s b u r g  was somewhat p r i m i t i v e ,  and a  

t r i p  f r o m  Salmon t o  Armstead was a  bone- jo l  t i n g  exper ience  which l a s t e d  

n e a r l y  a  f u l l  day.  From i t s  g l o r i o u s  beg inn ings ,  t h e  r a i l r o a d  faded 

t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s  u n t i l ,  i n  1938, an app l  i c a t i o n  was made by t h e  company 

t o  t h e  I n t e r s t a t e  Commerce Commission t o  abandon o p e r a t i o n s .  Lemhi County 

fough t  f o r  r e t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  b u t  i n  October ,  1939, abandonment 

of  t h e  1  i n e  was a u t h o r i z e d .  The company s o l d  t h e  t r a c k s  a s  sc rap  i r o n  t o  

an a g e n t  o f  t h e  Japanese government - l i t t l e  more t h a n  a  y e a r  b e f o r e  

Pear l  Harbor.  [5] 

The l a s t  r a i l r o a d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  Salmon Bas in  t o o k  

p l a c e  i n  t h e  I4cCall -ijew Meadows area.  The P a c i f i c  and Idaho N o r t h e r n  

R a i l r o a d  Company extended i t s  t r a c k  f r o m  Counc i l  t h r o u g h  t h e  Weiser Canyon 

t o  Salmon Meadows d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  191 0  t o  1912, and t h e  Union P a c i f i c  

R a i l r o a d  c o n s t r u c t e d  a  1  i n e  t h r o u g h  Long V a l l e y  a t  abou t  t h e  same, r e a c h i n g  

I ' lcCall  i n  1914 [59]. 

The f i r s t  a i r p l a n e s  p r o b a b l y  landed i n  t h e  G r a n g e v i l l e ,  Salmon City, 

and I+lcCall  a reas i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s .  Regular  f l i g h t s  i n t o  Chamberla in B a s i n  

began i n  1928, u s i n g  t h e  Stonebreaker  Ranch f i e l d  [59]. I n  1933, Roy 

D ickson  landed an a i r p l a n e  on I4ackay Bar a t  t h e  mouth o f  South Fork  Salmon 

R i v e r .  So f a r  as i s  known, t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  a  p l a n e  ever  landed 

i n  t h e  Salmon gorge. [ I 2 1  A  l a r g e  number o f  l a n d i n g  f i e l d s  were deve loped 

i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s  and o t h e r s  have been added s i n c e  t h e n  so t h a t  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  

t i m e  t h e r e  a r e  27 l a n d i n g  f i e l d s  i n  Salmon Bas in  s u i t a b l e  f o r  l i g h t  a i r -  

c r a f t .  Many o f  t h e s e  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  i s o l a t e d  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  b a s i n  where 

t h e  o n l y  o t h e r  means o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i s  by  t r a i l .  Some o f  t h e  l a n d i n g  

a reas  a r e  n o t h i n g  more t h a n  s t r i p s  c l e a r e d  o f  t i m b e r  and l a r g e  o b s t r u c t i o n s  

and r e q u i r e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s k i l l  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  p i l o t  t o  n e g o t i a t e .  

A g r i c u l t u r e  

The I n d i a n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  Nez Perces, dug r o o t s  from t h e  

ground t o  p r o v i d e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  d i e t .  However, because 



t hey  d i d  n o t  till t h e  s o i l ,  t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  o f  these  r o o t s  cannot  be 

c l assed  as a  fo rm of a g r i c u l t u r e .  Thus, t h e  f i r s t  p r a c t i c e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  

i n  c e n t r a l  Idaho must be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Reverend Henry H.  Spa ld ing  a t  t h e  

Spa ld ing  M iss i on .  He d iscovered  as e a r l y  as 1838 t h e  f e r t i l i t y  o f  t h e  

s o i l  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  e a s t  o f  t h e  Cascades, and as e a r l y  as 1845, t h a t  

t h e  p l a i n s  were even more va luab le  f o r  fa rm ing  than  t h e  v a l l e y s .  I n  1846, 

he s a i d :  

. . . my fa rm  though prepared f o r  i r r i g a t i o n ,  has remained 
w i t h o u t  i t  f o r  t h e  l a s t  f o u r  yea rs .  I f i n d  t h e  ground becomes 
more m o i s t  by c u l t i v a t i o n ;  t h r e e  yea rs  ago I r a i s e d  600 
bushels  o f  s h e l l e d  c o r n  f rom 6  ac res ,  and good c rops  o f  wheat 
on t h e  same p i e c e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  yea rs  w i t h o u t  i r r i g a t i o n .  
E i g h t  yea rs  ago I r a i s e d  1500 bushels  o f  po ta toes  f rom one 
a c r e  and a  h a l f ;  by measur ing some o f  t h e  bags i n  which t hey  
were b rough t  t o  t h e  c e l  l a r s ,  and so j u d g i n g  t h e  whole amount. 
I gave every  e l even th  bag f o r  d i g g i n g  and f e t c h i n g ,  and k e p t  
a  s t r i c t  account  o f  what every  person brought ,  so t h a t  I was 
a b l e  t o  make a  p r e t t y  accu ra te  e s t i m a t e  o f  t h e  whole amount. 
My po ta toes  and c o r n  a r e  always p l an ted  i n  d r i l l s .  Every k i n d  
o f  g r a i n  o r  vege tab le  which I have t r i e d  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  grows 
we1 1  . 
Spa ld ing  was a  ve r y  p r a c t i c a l  man as t h e  p reced ing  q u o t a t i o n  would 

i n d i c a t e .  He t augh t  t h e  I n d i a n  men how t o  plow, sow, reap, and t h r e s h  t h e  

g r a i n  as w e l l  as how t o  g r i n d  i t. They were a l s o  shown how t o  b u i l d  houses 

and fence  farms; how t o  r a i s e  and c a r e  f o r  l i v e s t o c k .  H i s  w i f e  was e q u a l l y  

p r a c t i c a l ,  be ing  t h e  daugh te r  o f  a  farmer.  She had been t a u g h t  how t o  

card,  sp in ,  and weave c l o t h ;  how t o  c u t ,  f i t ,  and make c l o t h e s ;  how t o  cook 

and do a l l  o t h e r  k i nds  o f  house work. These t h i n g s  she t a u g h t  t o  t h e  I n d i a n  

women. [Z] 
The n e x t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  connec t ion  w i t h  Salmon Bas in  t ook  

p l a c e  a t  t h e  Mormon I4 iss ion  i n  t h e  Lemhi Val l e y  f r om  1855 t o  1858. Fo r  t h r e e  

summers t h e  m i s s i o n a r i e s  p r o s e l y t e d  t h e  f r i e n d l y  Ind ians ,  cons t ruc ted  

i r r i g a t i o n  systems, and worked i n  t h e  f i e l d s  i n  o r d e r  t o  s u s t a i n  themselves, 

b u t  c o n d i t i o n s  were harsh even by p i onee r  s tandards.  Hordes o f  g rass -  

hoppers and k i l l i n g  mid-summer f r o s t s  des t royed  most o f  t h e i r  c rops,  and 

a  p r o p e n s i t y  f o r  sha r i ng  t h e  rema in ing  suppl  i e s  w i t h  numerous I n d i a n  f a m i l  i e s  

k e p t  t h e i r  w i n t e r  s t o r e s  f a r  below minimum needs. Each f a l l  t hey  were 

f o r c e d  t o  b r i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  suppl i e s  f rom S a l t  Lake City, and a1 so send p a r t  

o f  t h e i r  number home i n  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  remainder m i g h t  s u r v i v e .  I n  1858, 



j u s t  when t h e  m i s s i o n  seemed t o  be on t h e  verge o f  becoming s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t ,  

i t  was a t t acked  by t h e  I n d i a n s  and s h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d s  was c a l l e d  back t o  

t h e  S a l t  Lake Val1 ey by Brigham Young. [42] 

By t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  g o l d  d i s c o v e r i e s  a t  P i e r ce ,  some of  t h e  Nez Perce 

I n d i a n s  were do ing  a  c r e d i  b l e  j o b  o f  farming,  based on t h e  t r a i n i n g  g i v e n  

t o  them by Henry Spa ld ing .  T h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  f r i e n d l i n e s s  toward t h e  

wh i t es  was n o t  o v e r l y  a t t e n u a t e d  by t h e  i n f l u x  o f  miners  and, i n  f a c t ,  t hey  

wanted t o  t r a d e  w i t h  t h e  m iners  - t o  exchange f o o d  f o r  t h e  a r t i c l e s  of 

w h i t e  c i v i l i z a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  m iners  cou ld  p rov i de .  Spa ld ing  had t a u g h t  t h e  

I n d i a n s  how t o  produce eggs, co rn ,  and c a t t l e .  The miners  had a  g r e a t  

demand f o r  these  f o o d s t u f f s ;  un l ess  such i tems cou ld  be ob ta i ned  l o c a l l y  

t hey  had t o  come f rom f a r  o f f  Wal la Wal la o r  P o r t l a n d .  I n  1861 t h e r e  were 

I n d i a n  farms a l o n g  C learwate r ,  Snake, and Salmon r i v e r  bot tom lands  and a  

l i v e l y  t r a d e  w i t h  t h e  m iners  was deve lop ing .  Another  i t e m  o f  t r a d e  was 

t h e  I4ez Perce horse, whose presence among these  I n d i a n s  an teda ted  

Spa ld ing .  [68] 

Du r i ng  t h e  p l a c e r  boom o f  t h e  18601s ,  t h e r e  developed i n  t h e  

Lewis ton  a rea  a  smal l  number o f  " w h i t e  farms,Ii t h e  produce o f  which found 

a  ready  s a l e  among t h e  thousands o f  m iners  and o t h e r  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  

m i n i n g  camps. Many o f  t h e  g o l d  seekers had been fa rmers ,  and even a t  t he  

h e i g h t  o f  t h e  exc i tement ,  numerous re fe rences  were made t o  t h e  e x t e n t  and 

r i c h n e s s  of a v a i l a b l e  f a rm  l and  i n  t h e  a rea .  W i t h i n  t h e  decade, t h e  

"easy p i c k i n g s "  were a l l  gone, and t h e  c l a i m s  had been s o l d  t o  Chinese who 

were w i l l  i n g  t o  work l o n g  and hard f o r  a  do1 l a r  o r  two a  day. S ince t h e r e  

s t i l l  were a  thousand o r  more o f  these  new miners  a t  work, t h e  demand f o r  

s u p p l i e s  con t inued ,  and severa l  ex-miners as  w e l l  as  o t h e r s  took  advantage 

o f  t h e  M o r r i l l  Land Gran t  A c t  o f  1862 t o  c l a i m  homesteads i n  Idaho T e r r i t o r y ;  

e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  Palouse H i1  1  s  j u s t  n o r t h  o f  Lewis ton.  The dep th  and 

f e r t i l i t y  o f  t h e  s o i l  produced abundant c rops ,  m o s t l y  wheat, and a  stream 

of farmers poured i n  u n t i l  by 1870 t h e r e  were 1,600 people  i n  I'iez Perce 

county.' 1371 

' ~ l l e  Census o f  1870 showed 32 farms i n  Rez Perce County, 14 i n  
Idaho County, and none i n  Shoshone County.  The t o t a l  va l ue  o f  t h e  farms 
was g i v e n  as 83,300 d o l l a r s .  



The f i r s t  cadas t ra l  surveys were brought  i n t o  Salmon Basin i n  1867 

w i t h  t h e  es tab l i shment  o f  t h e  Boise Mer i d i an  across Camas P r a i r i e  by A l l e n  

M.  Thompson. Subd i v i s i on  o f  t h e  Nez Perce I n d i a n  Reserva t ion  and ad jacen t  

areas on Camas P r a i r i e  began i n  1870. P r i o r  t o  these surveys, i t  was 

imposs ib l e  t o  pass t i t l e  t o  l and .  A t  t h i s  t ime,  much o f  t h e  I n d i a n  r e -  

s e r v a t i o n  was l o t t e d  i n t o  20-acre t r a c t s .  1  

The f i r s t  house on Camas P r a i r i e  (p robab ly  made o f  sod) was b u i l t  

i n  1860, about  e i g h t  m i l e s  southwest o f  p resen t  G rangev i l l e ,  by John 

Donaldson, a  former  Hudson's Bay Company t r a d e r ,  who l i v e d  i n  i t  f o r  

over  t h r e e  yea rs .  I t was n o t  u n t i l  1862 t h a t  e r e c t i o n  o f  wood houses 

began. Several  houses made o f  sawed lumber o r  o f  l o g s  were p u t  up d u r i n g  

t h a t  and succeeding years ,  most o f  them be ing  e i t h e r  on t h e  s k i r t s  o f  t h e  

ranges sur round ing  Camas P r a i r i e  o r  a long  t h e  t r a i l s  l e a d i n g  t o  and f r om 

t h e  mines. As may be a n t i c i p a t e d ,  these were made t o  serve as p laces  o f  

re f reshment  and she1 t e r  f o r  t r a v e l e r s  and t h e i r  beasts o f  burden. One o f  

these  - near Cottonwood - was e rec ted  i n  1863. [33] 

The f i r s t  man t o  farm i n  Idaho County was A. C .  Chapman who squa t ted  

on 160 acres,  more o r  l e s s ,  of r e s e r v a t i o n  lands  i n  1861, about  f o u r  m i l e s  

south o f  p resen t  G r a n g e v i l l e .  Us ing a  broken shovel b lade  as a  hoe he 

r a i s e d  potatoes,  cabbage, and s t r i n g  beans. There were severa l  c l a iman ts  

t o  be ing t h e  f i r s t  g r a i n  farmer ,  i n c l u d i n g  L.  P .  Brown, John M. Crooks, 

Seth Jones, James Odle, and Aurora Shumway. The f i r s t  r e a l  p low ing  t ook  

p l a c e  on Camas P r a i r i e  i n  1863 w i t h  an improv ised plow and t h e  f i r s t  r e a l  

plow was b rought  i n  i n  1864. By t h a t  yea r ,  t h e r e  were 20 s e t t l e r s  a c t i v e l y  

engaged i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  s c a t t e r e d  a l l  over  Camas P r a i r i e .  Enormous p r i c e s  

were r e a l i z e d  f rom t h e  s a l e  o f  garden t r u c k  and c e r e a l s  t o  t h e  m in ing  

camps a long  t h e  r i v e r s  and i n  t h e  mountains.  [56] 

Land a t  t h e  mouth of S l a t e  Creek was bought by Char les S i l ve rman i n  

1861 f r om an I n d i a n  known as Capta in  John. The dwe l l  i n g  which he e rec ted  

t h e r e  i s  be l i eved  t o  have been t h e  f i r s t  house on Salmon R i v e r .  I n  t h e  

s p r i n g  o f  1862, John Wood purchased t h e  p lace,  pay ing 1,000 d o l l a r s  t o  

S i l ve rman and t h e  I n d i a n .  A t  t h e  t ime  o f  t h e  purchase, S i lverman had a  

small garden. Wood immediate ly  s e t  o u t  some app le  t r ees ,  perhaps t h e  f i r s t  

' ~ r i  t t e n  communication, C .  M.  Wh i t lock ,  U .  S. Bureau o f  Land Management, 
1971 . 



(excep t  f o r  t h e  few p l an ted  by I nd ians  o r  unknown persons a t  C r a i g  B i l l y ' s  

Cross ing)  ever  t o  draw nour ishment f r om  t h e  s o i l  o f  Salmon Bas in .  The 

S l a t e  Creek Ranch was homesteaded by W i l l i a m  Rhe t t  i n  1862. [ll] 

The beg inn ing  o f  t h e  c a t t l e  i n d u s t r y  was p r a c t i c a l l y  contemporaneous 

w i t h  t h e  beg inn ing  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e .  No fa rmer  who saw t h e  v a s t  areas of  

g rass -c lad  l and  and t h e  s h e l t e r e d  Salmon R i v e r  canyons and v a l l e y s  which 

would f u r n i s h  warm w i n t e r  r e t r e a t s ,  cou ld  f a i l  t o  r ecogn i ze  t h e  p r o f i t  

t h a t  s u r e l y  must acc rue  f rom t h i s  bus iness.  I n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1863, John 

Irl. Crooks and Aurora Shumway bought Lusk ' s  s t a t i o n  on Th reem i l e  Creek 

n o r t h e a s t  o f  p resen t  Grangevi 11 e. Later,  Shumway purchased t h e  a d j o i n i n g  

farm o f  John C a r t e r .  The two, under t h e  f i r m  name o f  Crooks and Shumway, 

b rough t  i n  a  thousand head o f  c a t t l e  f r om  t h e  ne ightborhood o f  The D a l l e s ,  

Oregon, and became p ioneer  stockmen i n  what i s  now Idaho County. [8] 

The f i r s t  c a t t l e  d r i v e  up Salmon R i v e r  occur red  i n  1865 when Jack 

Splawn and James Barner s t a r t e d  t o  b r i n g  100 s t e e r s  f r om  t h e  Yakima c o u n t r y  

t o  Boise Bas in .  They crossed t o  t h e  west s i d e  o f  Salmon R i v e r  a t  t h e  mouth 

of White B i r d  Creek, f o l l o w e d  t h e  Old Bo ise  T r a i l  f o r  about  20 m i l e s ,  dropped 

down t o  t h e  mouth o f  L i t t l e  Salmon R i v e r ,  and f o l l o w e d  t h e  l a t t e r  s t ream 

t o  Salmon Meadows, where t h e y  found t h e  c a b i n  b u i l  t by Packer John t h r e e  

yea rs  b e f o r e  w h i l e  t h e  r u s h  was on t o  Boise Bas in .  From t h e  meadows, t hey  

t r a i l e d  ac ross  t h e  d i v i d e  t o  t h e  Paye t t e  Val l e y .  Be fo re  r each ing  Boise 

Bas in ,  t h e y  r ece i ved  news t h a t  t h e r e  was no marke t  f o r  t h e  c a t t l e ,  so i n  

d i s g u s t ,  t hey  t r a i l e d  them back t h e  same way t hey  had come. L a t e r  t h e  

c a t t l e  were s o l d  a t  F l o rence  and Warrens. [6]  
Through t h e  y e a r  1872, g r a i n  p r i c e s  con t inued  h igh ,  so t h a t  i t  was 

p o s s i b l e  t o  bear t h e  h i g h  c o s t  o f  moving i t  t o  d i s t a n t  markets .  A l so ,  

t h e  m in i ng  con t i nued  i n  F lo rence  and Warrens, o f f e r i n g  a  l o c a l  market ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  t o  t h e  growing number o f  s e t t l e r s  on Camas P r a i r i e .  However, 

depressed p r i c e s  r e s u l t i n g  f r om  an economic pan i c  i n  1873, d iscouraged 

new s e t t l e r s  f rom unde r t ak i ng  f a rm ing  i n  a  r e g i o n  where t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  

market  was so c o s t l y ,  and as a  r e s u l t ,  u n t i l  p r i c e s  recovered somewhat i n  

1877, t h e  m i g r a t i o n  slowed t o  a  t r i c k l e .  A1 though c rops  u s u a l l y  were v e r y  

good, p r i c e s  were so l o w  as t o  make i t  a lmos t  imposs ib l e  t o  r e a l i z e  any 

p r o f i t .  A t  t h e  same t ime,  t h e  demands o f  t h e  m in i ng  camps d im in ished ,  

so t h a t  even t h e  l o c a l  markets  were c o n t r a c t i n g .  The Pat rons o f  Husbandry 



s u c c e s s f u l l y  organized among t h e  farmers d u r i n g  t h i s  depress ion pe r i od ,  

because t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f f e r e d  what seemed t o  be a  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  

f a rmers '  economic i l l s .  I n  f a c t ,  t he  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was so a c t i v e  i n  t he  

Lewis ton  area t h a t  no fewer  than  t h r e e  towns were named f o r  i t : G r a n g e v i l l e  

and Grangemont, Idaho, and Grange City, Washington. 

It was n o t  u n t i l  May, 1877, t h a t  farm p r i c e s  recovered.  By t h i s  date,  

homesteads and preemptions had c la imed some 45,000 acres th rough t h e  

Lewis ton  Land O f f i c e ,  o r  enough f o r  about  300 farms o f  160 acres each. 

C a t t l e  r a i s i n g  con t inued  t o  be of  importance, though the  pass ing o f  t h e  

g o l d  rush  e ra  had g r e a t l y  reduced t h e  market,  bo th  i n  Idaho and i n  Montana. 

Herds were now being d r i v e n  t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d  i n  no r t he rn  Utah, a  d i s t a n c e  o f  

some 600 m i  1  es . 
J u s t  as economic c o n d i t i o n s  began t o  l o o k  promis ing t o  t h e  farmer 

i n  t h e  summer of 1877, h i s  dreams were sha t t e red  by t h e  ou tb reak  o f  t h e  

Nez Perce I n d i a n  War. Desp i te  t h e  d e t e r r e n t  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  unres t ,  

t h e  resumpt ion o f  r a i l r o a d  b u i l d i n g  i n  1878 l e n t  encouragement t o  t h e  farmers 

once aga in .  [37] 

As more and more l a n d  was taken up on Camas P r a i r i e  and i n  o t h e r  areas 

surrounding t h e  Nez Perce I n d i a n  Reservat ion,  covetous eyes were c a s t  

upon t he  r e s e r v a t i o n  lands,  many ac res  o f  which were be ing  used o n l y  f o r  

g raz ing  purposes, o r  n o t  a t  a l l .  An a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  --- Nez Perce News, a  

Lewis ton newspaper, f o r  February 8, 1883, says t h a t :  

. . . s i x  m i l e s  e a s t  o f  t h e  Lewis ton c i t y  l i m i t s  l i e s  t h e  
Nez Perce I n d i a n  Reservat ion,  c o n t a i n i n g  750,000 acres o f  
a r a b l e  l a n d  l y i n g  i d 1  e  and unproduc t i ve  under I n d i a n  occupat ion .  
Th i s  va luab le  t r a c t  which should be t h e  backbone o f  our  c i t y  
i s ,  as i t  always has been, a  dead we igh t  f o r  t h e  town t o  c a r r y  
and a  t a x  upon ou r  resources.  The Ind ians ,  numbering about  
1400, l i v e  e x c l u s i v e l y  on t h e  bottom lands  o f  t h e  t r i b u t a r i e s  
o f  t he  Clearwater  f o r  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  75 m i l e s  t o  Kamiah, where 
t h e r e  i s  a  sub-agency. Wi th  t h i s  l and  which t h e  I nd ians  do 
n o t  need o r  use i n  c u l  t i v a t i o n  by w h i t e  men, a  town o f  5000 
peopl e  would e x i s t  here. 

I n  1889, Miss A l i c e  F l e t c h e r  was sen t  o u t  by t h e  I n d i a n  Se rv i ce  as 

an a l l o t t i n g  agent  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  "Seve ra l t y  A c t "  

i n  which each man, woman, and c h i l d  o f  t h e  Nez Perce t r i b e  was g i v e n  

shares, i n  20 a c r e  p l o t s ,  of t h e i r  i n h e r i t e d  t r i b a l  lands .  [12] The 

t r i b e  ceded, so ld ,  r e l i n q u i s h e d  and conveyed a l l  o f  i t s  u n a l l o t t e d  lands  



t o  t h e  Un i t ed  S ta tes  f o r  t h e  sum o f  1,626,220 d o l l a r s  thus abol  i s h i n g  

t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  [47]. The l a s t  t r e a t y  between t h e  U n i t e d  S ta tes  and 

t h e  Nez Perce Ind ians ,  under which t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  was thrown open t o  

homestead e n t r y  and se t t l emen t ,  was concluded i n  1893. 

The f i r s t  fa rming  i n  Lemhi Va l l ey ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  IYormon 14ission, appa ren t l y  was done by a man and h i s  son 

who, about 1863, b rought  t h e i r  equipment across Lemhi Pass f rom Bar~nack 

o r  A lde r  Creek i n  Montana t o  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  o l d  Mormon f o r t  and 

employed themsel ves i n  r a i s i n g  and pack ing vegetables t o  Bannack where t h e r e  

was an eager demand f o r  them. 

Permanent s e t t l e m e n t  i n  Lemhi V a l l e y  began i n  1866. Pioneers o f  

Leesburg were general  l y  those who f i r s t  en te red  i n t o  ranch ing ,  1  i v e s t o c k ,  

and f r e i g h t i n g .  One o f  t h e  f i r s t  ranches i n  t h e  v a l l e y  was t h a t  o f  

L e s t e r  P.  Wi th ing ton ,  who homesteaded a t  p resen t  Baker i n  1866. The 

o r i g i n a l  ranch house was s t i l l  s tand ing  i n  1961 . [45] Another e a r l y  ranch  

was t h a t  o f  F .  B. Sharkey, t h e  l eade r  o f  t h e  Leesburg g o l d  d i scove ry  

p a r t y ,  who acqu i red  t h e  l and  a t  t h e  M~rmon M iss ion  s i t e .  

Some o f  t h e  exper ienced p ioneers  b rought  beef  c a t t l e  and m i l  k  cows, 

knowing how r e a d i l y  beef,  m i  1  k, and b u t t e r  cou ld  be t u rned  i n t o  go1 d.  

Among these  were Char1 es C hamberl a i  n  and Ch r i  s  Darnutzer ,  coming f r om 

V i r g i n i a  City. They camped w i t h  t h e i r  wagons and c a t t l e  about  a  m i l e  up 

t h e  r i v e r  f rom Salmon. Here were n a t u r a l  meadows and abundant grass.  

[52] Most o f  t h e  e a r l y  ranches on t h e  Lemhi were concent ra ted  i n  t h e  v a l l e y  

between p resen t  Tendoy and Salmon.' Water f o r  i r r i g a t i o n  purposes i n  Lemhi 

V a l l e y  was c la imed a s  e a r l y  a s  June 15, 1869, a1 though t h e  a c t u a l  record -  

i n g  was n o t  made u n t i l  1875. 2  

Pub1 i c  l a n d  surveys were b rought  i n t o  t h e  Lemhi V a l l e y  i n  1873 by 

A l l e n  M. Thompson, b u t  i t  was n o t  u n t i l  1881 t h a t  Thompson completed t he  

s u b d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  township i n  t h e  area, Township 21 Nor th ,  Range 

22 East, i n  which Salmon i s  l o c a t e d .  Townships i n  t h e  Leadore area were 

' o r a l  communication, D.  G .  A inswor th ,  Salmon, Idaho, 1971. 

' w r i t t e n  comrnunication, L .  G.  Saxton, Idaho Department o f  Water 
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subdiv ided i n  1884 and t h e  boundaries o f  t h e  Lemhi V a l l e y  I n d i a n  Reserva t ion  

were es tab l i shed  i n  1887. 
1  

When t h e  g o l d  r u s h  began i n t o  t h e  Lemhi coun t ry ,  t he  venturesome 

cowman penet ra ted  upon t he  hee ls  o f  t h e  mine d i s c o v e r i e s .  The f i r s t  beef 

d r i v e s ,  s t e e r s  f o u r  yea rs  o l d  and o l d e r ,  came f rom the  herds of  western 

Montana. Most o f  these Spanish o r  Texas longhorn s t e e r s  were des t i ned  f o r  

t h e  m in ing  camps o f  t he  Lemhi. Dur ing t h e  summer months, smal l  d r i v e s  

were made t o  t he  camps and i n  t h e  l a t e  f a l l  t h e  s i z e  and nurr~ber o f  d r i v e s  

were increased t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  w- in ter  requi rements.  "Jerked"  meat was always 

w e l l  p rov ided  and o f  common use. L a t e r  range herds, which occupied t h e  

upper v a l l e y ,  were b rought  i n  f rom Oregon, Utah, and southern Idaho, as 

w e l l  as f rom Montana. [52] The f i r s t  o f  these herds was brought  i n  f rom 

Cor r i ne ,  Utah, by George Yearian, who had a  ranch  on Year ian Creek which 

he purchased f rom Joseph Pat tee  i n  1871. Year ian a l s o  r a n  a  genera l  

merchandise s t o r e  a t  J u n c t i o n  when i t  was a  t h r i v i n g  town. [4.1] 

E a r l y  i n  t h e  18701s,  range c a t t l  e  became numerous, r ang ing  th roughout  

t h e  Lemhi V a l l e y  and on Salmon R i v e r  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Salmon City, and 

were g a i n i n g  i n  s i z e  and we igh t  upon t h e  abundant fo rage .  Beef c a t t l e  

were a v a i l a b l e  f rom t h e  range a t  a1 1  t imes.  There was so much n a t u r a l  f o rage  

t h a t  no a t tempts  were made t o  ca re  f o r  and harves t  hay f o r  f eed ing  c a t t l e  

i n  t he  w i n t e r .  I n  t h e  18801s ,  t he  range was beg inn ing  t o  show t h e  e f f e c t s  

o f  overg raz ing .  The number o f  longhorn  c a t t l e  g r a d u a l l y  dec l  ined  and by 

1891 t h i s  s t r a - i n  was comple te ly  supplanted by shor thorns .  Besides range 

c a t t l e ,  horse herds occupied t h e  range i n  i nc reas ing  numbers. These horses 

were semi-wi ld  and f requented  ranges general  l y  h igher  than  those used by 

c a t t l e .  As t he  r e s u l t  o f  a  sequence o f  severe w i n t e r s  i n  t h e  mid 1880 's  

which devastated many c a t t l e  herds, a t t e n t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  r a i s i n g  

and s to rage  o f  feed and t h e  acquirement o f  lands  f o r  w i n t e r  pasturage.  

Sheep began t o  use t he  ranges here and t he re ,  w i t h  t h e  customary 

c o n t e n t i o n  w i t h  ca t t lemen.  For a  number o f  years  t h i s  c o n t e n t i o n  p re -  

v a i l e d ,  w i t h  a  b i t t e r n e s s  o f  f e e l  i ng ,  and a  l o s s  o f  t ime  and money i n  

l i t i g a t i o n .  The d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  range con t inued  a t  an i n c r e a s i n g  r a t e  

' w r i t t e n  communication, C.  M. Wh i t lock ,  U. S. Bureau o f  Land 
Management, 1971 . 



w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  use by sheep bands. Eventual l y  l a r g e  areas were 

p r a c t i c a l l y  denuded. [51] 

Probably  t h e  e a r l i e s t  r anch ing  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  C h a l l i s  area were 

s t a r t e d  about  1870 i n  t he  Pahsimeroi Val l e y  by a  man known as French Joe. 

S h o r t l y  a f te rward ,  Lorenzo F a l l s ,  Wi lson E l l  i s  and h i s  son George, Edward 

O'Neal , J .  B. Morrow, and t h e  two men known as  Morse and Morgan, f o r  whom 

t h e  two illorgan Creeks and Morse Creek a r e  named, f o l l owed  French Joe i n t o  

t h e  v a l l e y .  R e l i a b l e  sources i n d i c a t e  t h a t  some o f  t h e  c a t t l e  and ranch  

ho ld i ngs  were t r u l y  enormous f o r  those days and were va lued a t  f r om 50,000 

t o  100,000 do1 l a r s .  Apparen t l y ,  c l i m a t i c  c o n d i t i o n s  were ve ry  f a v o r a b l e  

f o r  a  number o f  years  and t h e  v i r g i n  range supported a  much g r e a t e r  s tand 

of n a t i v e  grasses t han  now. The c a t t l e  were herded i n  t h e  h i l l s  d u r i n g  t h e  

summer and on t h e  v a l l e y  f l o o r  a l l  w i n t e r .  No hay was r a i s e d  f o r  w i n t e r  

feeding and o n l y  1 i m i t e d  amounts o f  w i l d  hay was c u t  f o r  saddle s tock .  

T h i s  p e r i o d  o f  extreme p r o s p e r i t y  had an ab rup t  end i n  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1889- 

1890 when deep snow and l a c k  o f  w i n t e r  feed caused c a t t l e  and horses t o  

d i e  by t h e  thousands. 

I n  Round Va l l ey ,  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  p resen t  C h a l l i s ,  fa rming  and c a t t l e  

r a i s i n g  s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  1870 's  w i t h  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  go ld  on Jordan Creek 

and a t  Bonanza and Cus te r .  Among t h e  e a r l y  p ioneers i n  Round V a l l e y  were 

A .  P.  C h a l l i s ;  W i l l i a m  T r e l o a r ;  Elden Dodge; S. G .  F isher ;  James H. Van 

Camp, Jack Adams; Pa t  Sexton; Pa t  Lynch; W i l l i am ,  Sam, and Jack Bradbury; 

Tom Chivers ;  Toni Ker r ;  Joseph Rodgers; and George and A r t h u r  McGowan. [61] 

Pub1 i c  1  and s u b d i v i s i o n  surveys were under taken i n  t h e  Pa hs in iero i  

V a l l e y  i n  1892 and i n  Round V a l l e y  i n  1893. 

The e a r l y  l i v e s t o c k  i n d u s t r y  i n  Sawtooth V a l l e y  was t r a n s i t o r y ,  

g a i n i n g  a  f o o t h o l d  d u r i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  e a r l y  m in ing  carnps. Year- 

l o n g  ranch ing  ope ra t i ons  were n o t  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n t i l  Dav id  P .  C l a r k  s e t t l e d  

i n  t h e  v a l l e y  i n  1899 and Frank W .  Shaw i n  1901. Between 1905 and 1930, 

a  l a r g e  number o f  people took  advantage o f  t h e  Homestead Law and f i l e d  on 

p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  o f  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  l and  i n  Sawtooth V a l l e y .  Many o f  these 

people " s ta r ved  o u t "  o r  s o l d  t h e i r  ranches t o  sheepmen, u n t i l  today t h e r e  

a r e  o n l y  a  smal l  number res i d - i ng  year- round i n  t h e  v a l l e y .  Most o f  these 

ranchers  mix some "dude ranch ing "  w i t h  t h e i r  l i v e s t o c k  ope ra t i on .  



Stan ley  Bas in  was grazed by a t  l e a s t  one band o f  sheep as e a r l y  as 

1879. Ex tens ive  g r a z i n g  by sheep i n  Sawtooth V a l l e y  d i d  n o t  s t a r t  u n t i l  

abou t  t e n  yea rs  l a t e r .  Frank Gooding, who l a t e r  became Governor o f  Idaho, 

was t h e  f i r s t  person t o  b r i n g  l a r g e  bands o f  sheep i n t o  Sawtooth V a l l e y ,  

i n  1887. Other  s heepmen soon f o l l owed ,  and w i t h - i n  a  few years  sheep 

numbers on t h e  summer ranges became so g r e a t  t h a t  i t  was a lmos t  imposs ib l e  

t o  g raze  these  an ima ls  on open range.  Dur ing  t h i s  e a r l y  g r a z i n g  p e r i o d  

t h e  r e s i d e n t  sheepmen, w i t h  l a r g e  investments  i n  ranch  p rope r t y ,  were 

f o r ced  t o  compete f o r  range w i t h  nomadic sheep o u t f i t s .  The nomadic 

owners came and went as t hey  pleased, s i n c e  t h e i r  o n l y  inves tment  was t h e i r  

sheep. 

The r a i l  head a t  Ketchum was t h e  l a r g e s t  sheep and lamb s h i p p i n g  p o i n t  

i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta tes  f o r  many yea rs .  Dur ing  t h e  f a l l  months i t  was common 

t o  see f rom 10  t o  20 bands o f  sheep on t h e  h i l l  s i des  above Ketchum wa i t - ing  

t o  be shipped. 

P r i o r  t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  Bo ise  and Sawtooth Na t i ona l  Fo res t s  many 

o f  these  ranges were seve re l y  overgrazed. The es tab l i shmen t  o f  these  

f o r e s t s  b rough t  c l o s e r  s u p e r v i s i o n  and c o n t r o l  o f  l i v e s t o c k  use, w i t h  

co r respond ing  improvement i n  range and watershed c o n d i t i o n s .  

As c a t t l e  ranches developed i n  Sawtooth V a l l e y  t h e r e  was need f o r  

e s t a b l  i s h i n g  g r a z i n g  a1 l o tmen ts  on a d j a c e n t  Na t i ona l  F o r e s t  l ands .  By 
1940, most o f  t h e  c a t t l e  ranches had been purchased by sheepmen, and 

today p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  g r a z i n g  use on Na t i ona l  F o r e s t  ranges i s  by sheep. [63] 

The r i c h  s t r i k e s  o f  g o l d  a t  F lorence,  Warrens, and l a t e r  t h e  Thunder 

Mounta in  m in i ng  boom, and t h e  copper  m i n i n g  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  Seven D e v i l s  

D i s t r i c t  hastened t h e  e a r l y  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  Salmon Meadows (I:leadows Val l e y )  

and sur round ing  areas on t h e  western end o f  Salmon Bas in .  People seek ing  

homes i n  t h e  v a l l e y s  and a l ong  t h e  r i v e r s  r i c h  i n  pas tu re  resources  were 

q u i c k  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  g o l d  seekers who had opened t he  way. The l i v e s t o c k  

i n d u s t r y  developed on  those l ands  t h a t  were most t i 1  l a b l e  and where t h e r e  

was an  abundance o f  n a t u r a l  f o rage .  I n  t h e  case o f  Meadows Val1 ey and 

Long Val l e y ,  a  reasonable  pack ing d i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  m in i ng  carnps a1 so was 

i m p o r t a n t .  L i v e s t o c k  r anch ing  was w e l l  under way a long  Weiser R i v e r  i n  t h e  

e a r l y  1870 ' s  and by 1880 people  were beg inn ing  t o  graze some c a t t l e  i n  

Meadows and Long v a l l e y s .  C .  R .  White and G .  W ,  Jennings t ook  up a  p l a c e  



where the town  of Meadows now stands, and by 1880 they had about 75 cows 

and 150 horses. Others who arrived in the 1880's and soon began raising 

1 ivestock were: E .  I .  Osborn, R .  G .  Stewart, and Char1 i e  and Bill Campbell. 

Although the Boise Meridian had been surveyed through th i s  region in 

1867, i t  was 1891 before subdivision surveys were commenced in Township 18 

North and Ranges 1 and 2 West. 

Sollie of the f i r s t  sheepmen t o  range t o  Meadows and beyond were: 

Butterfield,  Thompson, and Doyle; Brown Brothers; Scott Brundage; IYcHenry 

Hand ; Clayborn George Nesbi t ;  George Hart1 ey; John Kimbrough; and John 

Gillenwater. The bases of operations of these people were in the lower 

Weiser River and Snake River valleys.  

I4eadows Val 1 ey and Long Val 1 ey enabled the 1 ivestock operators to 

make a mediocre success despite the long hard w-inters and heavy snows. 

Some had t o  abandon the i r  homes, which brough t  about the settlement on 
small bars a t  lower elevation along L i t t l e  Salmon and Salmon r ivers .  A t  

these lower elevations, they were able t o  winter the i r  stock on the range. 

I t  was no t  long unt-il c a t t l e ,  horses, and sheep were being grazed in these 

r iver  canyons in great numbers. 

Uncontrolled grazing of b o t h  sheep and c a t t l e  on the open foo th i l l s  

prior t o  1900 resulted in serious range depletion. Sheepmen began t o  
make the i r  way into the high elevation ranges in the mountains and  summer 

c a t t l e  grazing was being pushed far ther  into the mountains above the foot- 

h i l l s  - upon land now within the National Forest. Much of the most severely 

abused range t h a t  became part of the fores t  reserve was jus t  inside what 

i s  now the fo res t  boundary. Ranchers did not want the i r  stock to graze 

f a r  into the mountains because of losses and d i f f i cu l ty  in rounding them 

u p .  They salted and  used every means possible t o  keep them close t o  home. 

That range became exhausted a t  a b o u t  the time the fores t  reserve was es- 

tablished. [59] 

Early s e t t l e r s  on Sou th  Fork Salmon River were Sylvester ("Three- 

f-ingered") Smith (1861 ),  Fred Burgdorf (18601s) ,  Claude Raines (1870?), 

and  Warren Smith (1876) [59]. John Chamberlain se t t led  in Chamberlain 

Basin in 1895 and  was the f i r s t  s e t t l e r  in the loca l i ty  [12] .  

Among the s e t t l e r s  on the main Salmon was John Bemis and his Chinese 

wife, Polly, who were married in 1894 and  se t t led  a t  the mouth of what 



i s  now c a l l e d  P o l l y  Creek. V i c  Bargamin, who came t o  Idaho f rom Colorado 

i n  t h e  18901s,  l oca ted  on B ig  M a l l a r d  Meadows and s t rung  a  t r a p  l i n e  

around t he  headwaters o f  t h e  stream then  known as t h e  L i t t l e  Salmon b u t  

what i s  now c a l l e d  Bargamin Creek. He a l s o  b u i l t  a  t r appe r  cab in  o u t  o f  

r ocks  on t h e  rocky  bar a t  t h e  mouth o f  Bargamin Creek. [9] Bargamin and 

a  man named Harb ison e s t a b l i s h e d  a  w i n t e r  ranch a t  t h e  mouth o f  lYal l a r d  

Creek which, a t  l e a s t  f o r  a  t ime,  was c a l l e d  t h e  Harb ison Ranch [12]. 

The A l l  i s o n  Ranch was s e t t l e d  on by Samuel Meyers, a  s i n g l e  man, i n  1898. 

He a p p l i e d  f o r  a  homestead p a t e n t  i n  1910 which was g ran ted  i n  1916. The 

bar  d i r e c t l y  across f rom Carnpbells F e r r y  and known as t h e  J im  Moore P lace  

was l o c a t e d  by J im  Moore i n  1898. Apparen t l y  t h e  ground d i d  n o t  y i e l d  

m inera l  va lues  because Moore spen t  h i s  t ime  r a i s i n g  an o rchard  and hay, 

and c o n s t r u c t i n g  t e n  l o g  b u i l d i n g s .  A  res idence  was f i r s t  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  

what i s  now t h e  Whitewater Ranch i n  1901 as a  p l ace r  c l a i m .  Rober t  G.  

Ba i l ey ,  p rospec to r ,  miner,  farmer ,  e d i t o r ,  and statesman 1  i v e d  i n  a  c a b i n  

a t  t h e  mouth o f  B a i l e y  Creek sometime between 1900 and 191 0. The P a i n t e r  

Homestead, on t h e  l a r g e  bar  a t  t he  mouth o f  Je rsey  Creek, was f i r s t  s e t t l e d  

as a  m in ing  c l a i m  i n  1909. J .  R .  P a i n t e r  purchased t h e  ground f rom Joe 

Eakin,  one of  t h e  e a r l y  c l a iman ts .  The C ro foo t  Homestead i s  l o c a t e d  up 

Rat t lesnake  Creek on a f l a t  r i d g e  about  one m i l e  f rom Salmon R i v e r .  The 

o r i g i n a l  homesteader, Bruce C ro foo t ,  cons t ruc ted  a  c a b i n  on t h e  p l ace  'in 

t h e  summer o f  1912. A res idence  was e s t a b l i s h e d  on Ye l lowp ine  Bar i n  t h e  

f a l l  o f  1913 by Truman G.  Thomas f o r  t h e  purpose o f  p l a c e r  m in ing .  Bear 

Bar was l oca ted  as a  p l a c e r  c l a i m  i n  1913 by L e s l i e  Powel l s o n  o f  U i x i e ,  Idaho.  

[9] Frank B. Lan tz  came t o  t l i e  Salmon R i ve r  coun t r y  i n  1913 and has r e s i d e d  

a t  Lan t z  Bar s i n c e  1925. [50] Sy lvan A. H a r t  ( "Bucksk in  B i l l y " ) ,  a f t e r  

r e c e i v i n g  a  degree i n  Engl i s h  f rom t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma, r e t r e a t e d  

f rom c i v i l  i z a t i o n  t o  Salmon R i v e r  i n  t h e  1930 's  and s e t t l e d  a t  t h e  m o l ~ t h  

o f  F i v e m i l e  Creek. 

Large areas o f  c e n t r a l  Idaho, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  reach o f  Salmon R i v e r  

f rom about  t h e  mouth o f  Crooked Creek t o  N o r t h  Fork have never  been covered 

by p u b l i c  l a n d  s u b d i v i s i o n  surveys.  A f t e r  J l ~ n e  11, 1906, U. S. Land o r  

L o c a t i o n  Monuments ( s i m i l a r  t o  m ine ra l  monuments) were used t o  t i e  i n  

homesteads i n  unsurveyed areas.  I t was necessary i n  these  cases f o r  t h e  

surveyor ,  u s u a l l y  a  U. S. F o r e s t  Se rv i ce  employee, t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  "U.S.L.M." 



i f  t h e r e  was n o t  a  survey co rne r  o r  p r e v i o u s l y  e s t a b l  i shed  monument 

w i t h i n  two m i l e s .  1  

Permanent se t t l emen ts  

The p r i n c i p a l  permanent se t t lements  i n  Salmon Basin a r e  shown i n  

t he  f o l l o w i n g  t a b l e :  

Sal mon 

C h a l l i s  

New Meadows 

R igg ins  

White B i r d  

Meadows 

G i  b b o n s v i l l  e  

Leadore 

C lay ton  

May 

Stan1 ey 

Keute rv i  11 e  

Baker 

Probably  t h e  f i r s t  town t o  become a  permanent se t t l emen t  i n  t h e  

bas in  was White B i r d .  It was named f o r  a  c h i e f  o f  one o f  t h e  Nez Perce 

bands. Dur ing  t h e  e a r l y  1860 's  when t h e  g r e a t  F lo rence  go ld  d i s c o v e r i e s  

b rought  thousands o f  people t o  t h e  area, t hey  passed t h e  s i t e  o f  White 

B i r d ,  b u t  took  no n o t i c e  o f  t h e  p lace .  A. D.  Chapman was t h e  f i r s t  

s e t t l e r .  He ~nade h i s  home on t h e  l a n d  now occupied by t h e  town and main- 

t a i n e d  h i s  r i g h t s  by v i r t u e  o f  s q u a t t e r  sove re ign t y .  H i s  1  i f e  was spent  

e n t i r e l y  among t h e  I nd ians ,  and h i s  o n l y  improvement on t h e  p r o p e r t y  was 

a  cab in  i n  which he 1  i v e d  and accommodated occas iona l  t r a v e l e r s .  A t  t h e  

t ime  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  ou tb reak  i n  1877, James Baker had assumed possession 

o f  t he  l and .  He was k i l l e d  by t h e  I nd ians ,  and a f t e r  t h e  war, L. P .  

Brown was n e x t  t o  t ake  possession. A  few yea rs  be fo re  t h e  war, H. C .  

Brbwn had opened a  s t o r e  there ,  and he was s t i l l  conduc t ing  business when 

h o s t i l i t i e s  broke o u t .  The Fenn b r o t h e r s  took  charge i n  1889. They es- 

tab1 i shed  a  h o t e l  and s tage  s t a t i o n  i n  1891. A. J .  McQuade was a  l a t e r  

purchaser o f  t h e  s t o r e ,  and a f t e r  h i s  death,  Leopold F r e i d e n r i c h  took  

over .  [Ill 

' w r i t t e n  corr~munication, C .  M. Wh i t lock ,  U. S. Bureau o f  Land 
Management, 1971 . 



Salmon City o r i g i n a t e d  i n  1866 on t h e  west s i d e  o f  Salmon R i v e r  i n  

a  s c a t t e r e d  g a t h e r i n g  o f  t e n t s .  The l a r g e r  t e n t s  covered t h e  v a r i o u s  

goods o f  t r a v e l  i n g  merchants, saloons, e a t i n g  p laces ,  bu tcher  shops, and 

o f  r e p a i r  tradesmen and pedd le rs .  Another e n t e r p r i s e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  b u i l d i n g  

smal l  boats  f rom whipsawed lumber f o r  t o l l  f e r r y  s e r v i c e  ac ross  t he  r i v e r .  

E s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  h i g h  water  season, these  boats  were k e p t  busy. Be fo re  

w i n t e r  s e t  i n ,  a  number o f  b u i l d i n g s  were c o n s t r u c t e d  f rom whipsawed 

cottonwood and fir t imbe r .  Other b u i l d i n g s  were cons t ruc ted  o f  adobe 

w i t h  d i r t  r o o f s .  The f i r s t  b u i l d i n g  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r  was t h e  

Van D r e f t  cab in .  Van D r e f t  was a  su rveyor  who l a i d  o u t  a  t o w n s i t e  w i t h  

main s t r e e t  s t a r t i n g  i n  f r o n t  o f  h i s  house and runn ing  sou theas t  s t r a i g h t  

f o r  more than  a  m i l e .  T h i s  was l a t e r  abandoned t o  t h e  p resen t  l o c a t i o n  

a f t e r  t h e  government l and  survey came i n  1879 and t h e  Salmon City t o w n s i t e  

was g ran ted .  [39] 

One o f  t he  f i r s t  businessmen i n  Salmon City was Colonel  George L .  

Shoup, a  V i r g i n i a  City merchant and Colorado C i v i l  War ve te ran .  He l a t e r  

became t h e  f i r s t  governor  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Idaho. Shoup opened a  s t o r e  

and a l s o  cons t ruc ted  a  two-s to ry  l o g  house, t h e  ground f l o o r  t o  be used 

f o r  a  warehouse t o  s t o r e  merchandise, and t h e  t o p  f l o o r  t o  be used f o r  

a  Masonic Lodge. 

Darnu tzer  and Chamberlain, exper ienced b u i l d e r s ,  cons t ruc ted  a  f o o t  

and pack b r i d g e  ac ross  t h e  r i v e r  where t hey  had b u i l t  t h e i r  cab ins .  T h i s  

was t h e  f i r s t  b r i d g e  t o  span Salmon R i v e r  and a  t o l l  of 25 c e n t s  per  man 

o r  animal was charged f o r  i t s  use. T h i s  b r i d g e  was w e l l  pa t r on i zed  

d u r i n g  t h e  g r e a t  r u s h  i n  t h e  season o f  1867 and much reduced t h e  use o f  

boa ts .  As t h i s  b r i d g e  became a  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  p lace,  cab ins  were b u i l t  on 

b o t h  s i des  o f  t h e  r i v e r  nearby.  

I n  1867, as p o p u l a t i o n  and development increased,  a t t e n t i o n  was 

g i v e n  t o  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  town o f  Salmon on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r .  

Du r i ng  t h e  preceding w i n t e r ,  many l o g s  were c u t  and prepared and i n  t h e  

e a r l y  s p r i n g  t h e  b u i l d i n g  of l o g  houses progressed r a p i d l y .  The f i r s t  

school  i n  Salmon was es tab l  i shed  i n  a  l o g  c a b i n  the  same yea r .  

The l o c a t i o n  f o r  ~ i i o s t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  was upon t h e  h i g h e r  bar  e a s t  

o f  t h e  r i v e r ;  t h i s  l e f t  t h e  l owe r  bench toward t h e  r i v e r ,  which was 

occupied by t h e  Chinese p o p u l a t i o n  n o r t h  o f  Main S t r e e t .  Two b l ocks  on 



Main S t r e e t  soon became occupied by business houses. Salmon City assumed 

the  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  an es tab l  ished se t t lement .  I nd ians  were numerous and 

mixed f r e e l y  among t h e  wh i tes  and Chinese. 

A l l  o f  t he  land  l o c a t i o n s  were he ld  by squa t t e r s  r i g h t s  on l y ,  each 

person 's  ground being des ignated and possession r i g h t s  be ing respected by 

a l l .  It was n o t  u n t i l  1882, when Probate Judge E.  T. Bea t ty  ob ta ined  a  

p a t e n t  f o r  t h e  t owns i t e  o f  Salmon. About 80 people and f i r m s  rece i ved  

deeds f o r  lands  o f  va r i ous  arriounts, t h e  l a r g e r  number be ing lands  de f i ned  

as l o t s  f o r  b u i l d i n g s .  [52] The "City" was dropped f rom t h e  name o f  t h e  

town i n  1869 when Lemhi County was c rea ted  and Salmon became t h e  county  

sea t .  However, "Salmon City" i s  s t i l l  used a t  t imes t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  

town f rom t h e  genera l  term f o r  Salmon R i ve r  o r  Salmon Basin.  Salmon was 

i nco rpo ra ted  i n  1892. 

Leadore o r i g i n a l l y  was c a l l e d  Junc t ion ,  a1 though t h e  l a t t e r  no 

l onge r  e x i s t s  and Leadore i s  n o t  l oca ted  e x a c t l y  where Junc t i on  f o r m e r l y  

e x i s t e d .  A. M. Stephenson was t he  founder  o f  Junc t i on  and was i t s  e a r l y  

dominant person. He operated a  ho te l  f o r  a  number o f  years .  M r .  Haley 

r a n  a  l i v e r y  s t a b l e  and George Year ian a  general  merchandise s t o r e .  For  

severa l  years,  Junc t ion ,  50 m i l e s  southeast  o f  Salmon City, was t h e  o n l y  

town connect.ing Salmon City w i t h  t h e  S a l t  Lake City and Helena Road. It 

was so named, o r i g i n a l l y ,  because i t  was a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  road  

f rom Bannack, Montana, and t h e  B i r c h  Creek o r  Mormon Road f rom t h e  south.  

A f t e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  Red Rock wagon road  over  Lemhi Pass, Junc t i on  

began t o  dec l  i ne .  The d i scove ry  o f  r i c h  s i l v e r - l e a d  depos i t s  i n  t h e  area 

i n  1887 added 1  i f e  t o  t h e  community and a  new town sprang up a t  Leadore. [52] 

C h a l l i s  came i n t o  ex i s tence  i n  1876 as a  base f o r  va r i ous  min ing  

cen te rs ,  ma in l y  t h e  Yankee Fork mines. The t o w n s i t e  was l a i d  o u t  i n  January, 

1878, by S.  G .  F i she r  and James H. VanCamp. It was named f o r  A. P.  C h a l l i s  

as was C h a l l i s  Creek on which he had a  ranch. [ G I ]  The f i r s t  pos t  o f f i c e ,  

es tab l i shed  i n  1878 c l o s e  t o  C h a l l i s ,  was c a l l e d  Round Va l l ey .  It was 

changed t o  C h a l l i s  i n  t h e  same year.1 I n  1881, C h a l l i s  was chosen as the  

county  sea t  o f  Custer  County a f t e r  a  c l o s e  c o n t e s t  w i t h  C r y s t a l ,  a  town a t  

' o r a l  communication, D .  G .  Ainsworth,  Salmon, Idaho, 1971. 



t h e  niouth o f  Eas t  Fork  Salmon R i v e r  which no l o n g e r  e x i s t s .  As t h e  m in i ng  

a c t i v i t y  waned, C h a l l i s  became t h e  nub o f  a  l a r g e  f a rm ing  and c a t t l e  ranch-  

i n g  a rea .  Colonel  George L.  Shoup es tab l  i shed  one o f  t h e  f i r s t  s t o r e s  i n  

C h a l l i s .  

G i b b o n s v i l l e  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  e a r l y  t r a i l s  go ing  

ove r  L o s t  T r a i l  Pass and B i g  Hole  Pass. I t  i s  named f o r  Colonel  John 

Gibbon, who pursued t h e  Nez Perce I n d i a n s  near t h i s  p l a c e  i n  1877, j u s t  

b e f o r e  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B i g  Hole .  I n  t h a t  same year ,  q u a r t z  ve ins ,  

r i c h  i n  go ld ,  were d iscovered  a t  G i b b o n s v i l l e  as an ou tg row th  o f  t h e  

l o c a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  Hughes Creek d i s c o v e r i e s  o f  1876. George Anderson made 

t h e  f i r s t  l o c a t i o n  and c o n s t r u c t e d  an a r r a s t r a  a t  t h e  upper end o f  t h e  

town. Anderson, a  Leesburg p ioneer ,  and h i s  f a m i l y ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h r e e  

c h i l d r e n  born  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  town, 1  i v e d  f o r  yea rs  a t  G i b b o n s v i l l e .  [52] 

The f i r s t  p a r t y  o f  m iners  en te red  t h e  S tan ley  area i n  1863, l e d  by 

Cap ta i n  John S tan ley .  They d i scove red  g o l d  i n  t h e  d ra i nage  b a s i n  wh ich  

t hey  l a t e r  named S tan ley  Bas in  i n  honor o f  t h e i r  l e a d e r .  Some g o l d  was 

recovered,  b u t  because o f  a n t i c i p a t e d  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  b r i n g i n g  i n  

supp l i es ,  and danger f rom r o v i n g  bands o f  I nd i ans ,  t h e  p a r t y  d i d  n o t  

ren ia in  t o  work t h e  d i s c o v e r i e s .  It was n o t  u n t i l  abou t  1878 t h a t  t h e  

f i r s t  n i i n ing  camps were s t a r t e d .  M iners  d r i f t i n g  back and f o r t h  f r om  

Bonanza and Cus te r  t o  t h e  Wood R i v e r  camps o f t e n  camped i n  t h e  Bas in  and 

i n  Sawtooth V a l l e y .  Wh i le  camped, t h e y  panned t h e  v a r i o u s  streams f o r  

go ld .  It was i n  t h i s  way t h a t  t h e  town o f  S tan ley  was s e t t l e d .  I n  t h e  

e a r l y  yea rs  i t  was l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  S t a n l e y  Creek a rea  no r t hwes t  o f  t h e  

p r e s e n t  l o c a t i o n .  As t in ie  passed and t h e  g o l d  r u s h  began t o  subs ide,  

t h e  town was moved t o  i t s  p resen t  l o c a t i o n  where i t  would be nea re r  t h e  

niain r o u t e  o f  t r a v e l  a l ong  Salmon R i v e r .  [62] 

C lay ton  cane i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  i n  1878 w i t h  t h e  development o f  mines 

on  K i n n i k i n i c  and Squaw c reeks  and on Eas t  Fork  Salmon R i v e r .  Prominent  

among t h e  mines were t h e  Red B i r d  and t h e  L i v i n g s t o n .  A  l a r g e  sme l t e r  

t o  t r e a t  o r e s  f r o m  t h e  sur round ing  mines was c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  C l a y t o n  i n  

1880 and ope ra ted  u n t i l  1904. The C l a y t o n  S i l v e r  Mine was worked i n t e r -  

m i t t e n t l y  u n t i l  modern t imes .  [40] A  p o s t  o f f i c e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  



Clayton i n  1880.' Reportedly,  t h e  town was named f o r  Clayton Smith who 

operated a house o f  ill fame. 2 

The f i r s t  cab in  i n  Meadows Val l e y  ( o r i g i n a l l y  c a l  l e d  Salmon Meadows) 

was b u i l t  on Goose Creek l a t e  i n  1862 by John Welch ("Packer John").  He 

vacated the  cab in  and fo l lowed the  go ld  rush  t o  Boise Basin. I n  t h e  cabin,  

e a r l y  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1663, was he ld  I daho ' s  f i r s t  Democratic convent ion.  

Thomas Cooper and B i l l  J o l l y  were t h e  f i r s t  t o  come w i t h  t h e  de termina t ion  

t o  s e t t l e .  They came i n  1877 and brought 50 t o  60 head o f  horses w i t h  

them. The i r  f i r s t  c a b i n  was b u i l t  on Goose Creek. Wilson A.  Wi l l i ams,  

a bachelor t rapper  and miner,  was about t he  second s e t t l e r  t o  a r r i v e .  He 

i s  c r e d i t e d  w i t h  d i scove ry  o f  t he  Thorn Creek p lace r  ground. I n  1880, t h e  

E. I. Osborn f a m i l y  moved f rom Warrens t o  Meadows Val l e y .  A t  t h a t  t ime, 

t h e r e  were o n l y  f o u r  cabins i n  t h e  v a l l e y  - Wi l l iams,  Cooper and J o l l y ,  

C .  R.  White, and Osborn. I n  1897, t he  town o f  Meadows had a s to re ,  h o t e l ,  

saloon, and b lacksmi th  shop. [59] 

Baker was named f o r  W i l l i a m  R .  Baker, who had taken up p l a c e r  

c la ims a long t h e  Lemhi a few m i l e s  above Salmon be fore  s e l l  i n g  o u t  and 

a c q u i r i n g  a ranch a t  t h i s  p lace.  He patented t h e  ranch land a t  Baker i n  

1884. Baker was repo r ted  t o  be a b u f f a l o  hunter  f o r  t h e  r a i l r o a d  i n  h i s  

younger days be fore  coming t o  t h e  Lemhi. [41] 

Frank Rad, August Hendricks, Ferd-inand Gobel and t h e i r  f a m i l  i e s ,  who 

immigrated t o  Camas P r a i r i e  f rom Kansas i n  1883, formed t h e  nucleus of t he  

se t t l emen t  l a t e r  t o  be c a l l e d  K e u t e r v i l l e .  I n  1884, J.  B. Forsmann, Hubert 

Hat t rup ,  and Henry Kuther a l s o  determined t o  make t h e i r  homes i n  t h e  area. 

Kuther es tab l i shed  a s t o r e  i n  the town and operated a pos t  o f f i c e .  He had no 

sons, and when an a p p l i c a t i o n  was made t o  name t h e  pos t  o f f i c e ,  he suggested 

" K u t h e r v i l l e "  so t h a t  h i s  name would be perpetuated.  However, t he  Post O f f i c e  

Department made i t " K e u t e r v i l l e " .  The f i r s t  C a t h o l i c  church i n  Idaho County 

was b u i l t  a t  K e u t e r v i l l e  i n  1886. 

Two young p ioneers,  Char1 i e  Clay and D ick  I r w i n ,  penetrated the  

w i l d s  t o  s e t t l e  a t  R igg ins  i n  1895. C lay  came f rom the  Palouse country ,  

' o r a l  connunicat ion,  D. G .  Ainsworth, Salmon, Idaho, 1971 

20ra l  communication, L. P. Boone, U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Idaho, 1971 



w h i l e  I r w i n  was f rom New Meadows, where he had 1  i ved  f o r  severa l  yea rs .  

They batched t o g e t h e r  i n  a  c a b i n  ~nade o f  l o g s  and shakes, l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e  

f i r s t  wagon road,  b u i l t  i n  1901, was completed. There was o n l y  a  t r a i l ,  

over  wi i ich  i t  was ve ry  d i f f i c u l t  t o  t r a n s p o r t  supp l i es ,  even by pack t r a i n .  

The town was named f o r  R ichard  L .  R igg ins ,  a  ve r y  c o l o r f u l  f i g u r e ,  and 

one o f  t h e  t own ' s  most prominent  businessmen. A t  t h e  sugges t ion  o f  h i s  

f a t h e r ,  a  Grangevi  11 e  p ioneer  who be1 i eved t h a t  a  town would p robab l y  

s p r i n g  up i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y ,  R .  L .  R igg ins  moved t o  t h e  s i t e  o f  Rigg-ins i n  

1900, a f t e r  t h e  comp le t i on  o f  t h e  road f rom F i d d l e  Creek. R igg ins  served 

as t h e  t own ' s  f i r s t  postmaster,  and b u i l t  a  feed barn,  a  h o t e l ,  and a  

b l a c k s m i t h  shop. Fred R igg ins ,  a  b r o t h e r ,  moved t o  t h e  s p r i n g s  on Salmon 

R i v e r ,  now known as R i g g i n s  Ho t  Spr ings ,  i n  1900. H i s  f a t h e r  and mother  

j o i n e d  him t h e r e  i n  1905, and t h e  f a t h e r  and son j o i n t l y  engaged i n  t h e  

c a t t l e  bus iness.  [ I 1 1  

May, a  smal l  town i n  t h e  Pahsimeroi  Val 1  ey, was named f o r  I. lrs. 

Rudolph Wr igh t ,  whose husband was o f f i c i a l  postmaster  o f  t h e  May p o s t  

o f f i c e ,  wh ich  began o p e r a t i o n s  a t  t h e  end o f  1897 [41]. 

One o f  t h e  more r e c e n t  towns t o  be s e t t l e d  i n  Salmon Bas in  i s  New 

bleadows. I t  owes i t s  o r i g i n  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  P a c i f i c  

and Idaho  No r the rn  R a i l r o a d  f rom Counci l  t o  i t s  te rm inus  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  

i n  1912. The town serves a  lumber i n d u s t r y  and shares w i t h  i t s  o l d e r  

ne ighbor ,  illeadows, t h e  t r a d e  o f  Cleadows Val l e y  ranchers .  It a l s o  i s  

s i t u a t e d  a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  U. S. 95 and Idaho 55 and thus  b e n e f i t s  from 

t h e  t r a d e  o f  au tomob i l e  and t r u c k  t r a f f i c  on these  a r t e r i e s .  

Tab le  2 shows t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  permanent communi t ies  

i n  Salmon Bas in  f r om  1870 t o  1970. I t  shou ld  be noted t h a t  p r e c i n c t  

p o p u l a t i o n s  o f t e n  covered a reas  c o n s i d e r a b l y  l a r g e r  than  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t s  

f o r  wh ich  t hey  were named. A1 so, d i s c r e t i o n  should  be used i n  comparing 

p o p u l a t i o n  da ta  f rom Census yea r  t o  Census yea r  because f r e q u e n t  changes 

were made i n  p r e c i n c t  boundar ies.  



Table 2. Popu la t ion  o f  p r i n c i p a l  permanent 
communities i n  Salmon Basin, 1870 
t o  1970. 

a ~ r e c i n c t  e ~ a l m o n  C i t y  and v i c i n i t y  

b ~ r o b a b l y  p r e c i n c t  f ~ t a n l e y  Basin Plining D i s t r i c t  

 unction Prec inc t  g ~ t a n l e y  Basin P r e c i n c t  

d ~ a h s i m e r o i  P r e c i n c t  h ~ s t i ~ i ~ a t e s ,  Idaho Department o f  Highways 



V I I I .  THE FORESTER AND THE RECREATIONIST 

A  l a r g e  p o r t i o n  o f  Salmon Bas in  c o n s i s t s  o f  f o r e s t e d  l a n d  as shown 

i n  F i g u r e  9. The e a r l y  m i n e r s  had need f o r  mine t i m b e r s  and lumber f o r  

b u i l d i n g s ,  and u s u a l l y  soon a f t e r  d i s c o v e r i e s  were made, measures were 

taken  t o  supp ly  t h e s e  p roduc ts .  A t  f i r s t ,  lumber was manufactured by whip- 

sawing, b u t  l a t e r ,  wa te r  power and steam power were used t o  d r i v e  t h e  saws. 

Timbered areas a d j a c e n t  t o  m i n i n g  camps o f t e n  were p r a c t i c a l l y  denuded t o  

s u p p l y  t h e  lumber needs. F o r e s t  f i r e s  were a  c o n s t a n t  menace, and add ing  

those  a c c i d e n t a l l y  s e t  by m iners  and o t h e r s  t r a v e l i n g  t h r o u g h  t imbered  areas 

t o  those  s e t  by t h e  I n d i a n s ,  a  s i t u a t i o n  was c r e a t e d  i n  which t h e  Federa l  

government dec ided t o  s t e p  i n  and a t t e m p t  some k i n d  o f  r e g u l a t i o n  as most 

o f  t h e  l a n d  was owned by t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  Thus, t h e  o r i g i n a l  f o r e s t  

r e s e r v e s  were e s t a  b l  i shed which even tua l  l y  evo l  ved i n t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  e l  a b o r a t e  

system o f  f o r e s t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  c a r r i e d  on by t h e  U. S. F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  

t h r o u g h o u t  most o f  Salmon Basin.  

The p o t e n t i a l  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  has a lways e x i s t e d  i n  Salmon Bas in ,  b u t  

i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  separa te  o u t  t h e  p o i n t  i n  t i m e  when t h e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  

aspec ts  o f  such a c t i v i t i e s  as  h u n t i n g  and f i s h i n g  became more i m p o r t a n t  

than  t h e  provender aspec ts .  Wi th  t h e  g rowth  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  t h e r e  was l e s s  

dependence on w i l d  game f o r  food  and i n  more r e c e n t  t imes  t h e  g rowth  o f  

r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  has f o l l o w e d  t h e  n a t i o n a l  p a t t e r n  o f  more and more 

l e i s u r e  t ime .  B o a t i n g  on Salmon R i v e r  was p r i m a r i l y  o f  a  r e c r e a t i o n a l  

n a t u r e  even i n  t h e  e a r l y  days and c o n t i n u e d  t o  be so down t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  

t ime .  

The f o r e s t e r  

The f i r s t  sawmi l l  i n  c e n t r a l  Idaho was c o n s t r u c t e d  by Henry Spa ld ing ,  

a s s i s t e d  by Idez Perce I n d i a n s ,  l e s s  t h a n  f o u r  y e a r s  a f t e r  he e s t a b l i s h e d  

t h e  Spa ld ing  M i s s i o n  i n  1836. The f i r s t  l o g s  were sawed A p r - i l  1 ,  1840. 

T h i s  m i l l  was opera ted  b u t  a  few y e a r s ,  however, b e f o r e  t h e  machinery  was 

moved t o  Wal la Wa l la .  [21] 

Large q u a n t i t i e s  o f  t i m b e r  were used d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  m i n i n g  p e r i o d  

f o r  a l l  fo rms o f  b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s .  Many e a r l y  b u i l d i n g s  were c o n s t r u c t e d  

o f  l o g s ,  b u t  t h e  need f o r  lumber was so g r e a t  t h a t  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  rough  





boards by whipsawing was commenced soon a f t e r  t h e  d i s c o v e r i e s  were made. 

l ih ipsawing was a  back-break ing j o b  u s u a l l y  done by two men. A " p i t "  

was prepared w i t h  a  s l o t t e d  p l a t f o r m  overhead. The l o g  t o  be sawed was 

p laced  on t h e  p l a t f o rm  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  s l o t  and t h e  two-handled saw, 

u s u a l l y  f i v e  t o  seven and one -ha l f  f e e t  l ong ,  was opera ted  th rough  t h e  

s l o t  by one man s tand ing  i n  t h e  p i t  and t h e  o t h e r  s t and ing  above on t h e  

p l a t f o r m .  The f i r s t  whipsawing i n  Salmon Bas in  a p p a r e n t l y  was done a t  

F l o rence  e a r l y  i n  1862 t o  prepare s l u i c e  boxes f rom green t imbe r  [Ill. 

Two sawp i t s  were b u i l t  i n  Salmon City i n  1866. A man by t h e  name o f  Jewel,  

who had oxen, sawed t h e  f i r s t  lurnber, c u t t i n g  and h a u l i n g  f i r  l o g s  f rom t h e  

Pope-Shenon l.lountain t o  t h e  sawpi t s .  T h i s  lurnber was s o l d  a t  20 c e n t s  

pe r  f o o t .  [52] Whipsawing was done a t  Leesburg t o  p r o v i d e  1  umber f o r  f l o o r s  

and c a b i n e t s .  1  

I n  t h e  1870 ' s  a  b r i d g e  was b u i l t  ac ross  Lemhi R i v e r  abou t  one and 

one -ha l f  m i l e s  above i t s  rriouth which accomodated wagon t r a v e l  ac ross  t h e  

f o o t h i l l s  t o  Carmen Creek where t h e  f i r s t  samiii 11 was e rec ted  by Benjamin 

Carmen. (See F i g u r e  12 i n  Appendix . )  An u p r i g h t  saw was used, powered by 

a  water  wheel. L a t e r ,  t h e  road  was extended t o  F o u r t h  o f  J u l y  Creek where 

James B i r c h  and Caleb Dav is  b u i l t  a  l a r g e r ,  more complete  m i l  1.  Bo th  oxen 

and mules were used w i t h  coup led  wagons t o  haul t h e  lumber .  I n  l ow  wate r ,  

t h e  teams f o r d e d  t h e  r i v e r  near t h e  mouth o f  Carmen Creek and c rossed  t h e  

b r i d g e  a t  Salmon. [52]  

The f i r s t  steam sawmi l l s  opera ted  i n  Bo ise  Bas in  a t  Bannock City i n  

1863 [70]. Lumber was shipped i n t o  o t h e r  coun t i es ,  b u t  24-hour-a-day o p e r a t i o n  

c o u l d  n o t  f i l l  t h e  demand f o r  consumption i n  t h e  new t e r r i t o r y .  

I n  1868, Frank1 i n  S h i s s l e r  b u i l t  and opera ted  a  waterpower sawmi l l  

on S h i s s l e r  Creek abou t  one m i l e  f rom Warrens. The c a p a c i t y  was app rox ima te l y  

2,000 board f e e t  per  day. I n  1873, he t r a n s f e r r e d  h i s  lumber bus iness t o  

t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  G r a n g e v i l l e .  [12] I n  1868, Tom W-ilmot b u i l t  and operated a  

smal l  waterpower sawmil 1, w i t h  a  c a p a c i t y  o f  abou t  1,500 f e e t  per  day, on 

Threemi le  Creek n o r t h e a s t  o f  G r a n g e v i l l e .  (See F i g u r e  1 0  i n  Appendix . )  I n  

1869, Pe te r  Wa l te rs  b u i l t  and opera ted  a  s i m i l a r  t ype  o f  m i l l ,  w i t h  a  c a p a c i t y  

- - 
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o f  n e a r l y  5,000 f e e t  per  day, on Threemi le  Creek about t h r e e  n i i l e s  south-  

e a s t  o f  Grangev- i l le .  I n  1873, F r a n k l i n  S h i s s l e r ,  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  

N i l  1  iam Bloomer, b u i l  t and operated a  steam sawmil l  , w i t h  a  c a p a c i t y  of 

about  8,000 f e e t  per  day, t h r e e  and one-ha l f  m i l e s  sou theas t  of Grangevi l  l e .  

[ I 1  ] Accord ing t o  E.  I. Osborn, idorman W i l  ey, second governor o f  Idaho, 

b u i l t  a  sawmi l l  on Steamboat Creek near Warrens p r i o r  t o  1877 [12]. 

A t  Oro Grande i n  t h e  Loon Creek m in ing  area (see F igu re  13 i n  Appendix),  

sawmi l l s  were produc ing 11,000 board f e e t  d a i l y  by t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1870 [30]. 

The m in ing  towns o f  Ye l low jacke t ,  Shoup, Ulysses, and S inghe iser  each had 

smal l  l o c a l  m i l  1  s  t o  c u t  t h e  needed lumber f rom 1875 t o  1900 [15]. Sawing 

o f  ponderosa p ine  was done on Hughes Creek i n  t h e  1870 's  t o  supp ly  t he  

m in ing  a c t i v i t y  on t h a t  strearti and a t  G i b b o n s v i l l e .  1  

Timber h a r v e s t i n g  on t h e  e a s t  s lopes o f  t h e  Sawtooth Range s t a r t e d  

w i t h  t h e  es tab l i shment  o f  Vienna and Sawtooth City where t h e  f i r s t  sawmi l l  

was cons t ruc ted  i n  1881 [63]. 

I n  1886, J .  B. Forsmann and Henry Kuther b u i l t  and operated a  steam 

sawmi l l  on Cottonwood Creek, about t h r e e  m i l e s  southwest o f  t h e  town o f  

Cottonwood, i n  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e  ground now occupied by S t .  G e r t r u d e ' s  

Convent. The c a p a c i t y  was about  12,000 f e e t  pe r  day. Th i s  m i l  1  was 

sl i ipped by Forsmann f r om a  1  i t t l e  town i n  I l l i n o i s  t o  Moscow, Idaho, f r om 

where i t  was hauled by f r e i g h t  teams t o  t h e  s i t e  on Cottonwood Creek. The 

f i r s t  C a t h o l i c  church  i n  Idaho County was b u i l t  a t  K e u t e r v i l l e  i n  1886 f rom 

1  umber sawed a t  t h i s  m i  11 . [I 1 ] 
The Recorder Herald,  a  Salmon newspaper, i n d i c a t e d  on August 13, 1887, 

t h a t  t h r e e  sa\ni i . i l ls were f u r n i s h i n g  lumber t o  t h e  town. An a r t i c l e  on 

December 3, 1887, i n  t h e  same newspaper s a i d  t h a t ,  "F. M. P o l l a r d  i s  sending 

about  50 cords o f  wood a  day down h i s  f lume. " The f lume r e f e r r e d  t o  was 

cons t ruc ted  by Pol l a r d  down Jesse Creek west o f  Salmon so t h a t  l o g s  and 

lumber cou ld  be f l o a t e d  t o  t h e  west edge o f  town. T h i s  o p e r a t i o n  was never 

v e r y  successful  and soon c l osed  down [15]. Remnants o f  t h i s  o l d  f lume i n  

P o l l a r d  Canyon a r e  s t i l l  v i s i b l e .  
1 

' o r a l  communication, Gene Powers, r e t i r e d  supe rv i so r ,  Salmon Na t i ona l  
Fores t ,  Salmon, Idaho, 1971 . 



The f i r s t  commercial m i l l s  i n  t h e  Lemhi Count ry  s t a r t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  

p e r i o d  1900 t o  1910. T i e s  f o r  t h e  G i lmore  & P i t t s b u r g  R a i l r o a d  were c u t  i n  

t h e  Leadore a rea  i n  St roud and Lee Creek bas ins .  Some o f  them were hand 

hewn and some were sawn. [I 51 Apparen t l y ,  t h e  r a i l  road  company p r e f e r r e d  

t h e  hewn t i e s .  1  

Fo res t  f i r e s  p robab l y  occur red  as f a r  back i n  t ime  as t h e r e  were 

t h i c k  stands o f  t r e e s  t o  burn.  Low atmospher ic  humid i t y ,  wind, and l i g h t n i n g  

storms, no doub t  produced many f i r e s  t h a t  swept over  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  f o r e s t s  

i n  Salmon Basin.  The e a r l i e s t  evidences o f  f i r e  a r e  those  t h a t  burned a t  

l e a s t  500 yea rs  ago and made p o s s i b l e  t he  growth o f  some o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  

even-aged s tands o f  over-mature t imbe r  t h a t  a r e  found on t h e  f o r e s t .  [59] 

Accord ing  t o  L e i  berg [36], t h e  f o r e s t  f i r e s  which have ravaged t h e  

C learwate r  and Salmon R i v e r  bas ins  f a l l  n a t u r a l l y ,  as t o  t ime,  i n t o  two 

pe r i ods ,  namely, those  t h a t  occur red  d u r i n g  t h e  I n d i a n  occupancy o f  t h e  

c o u n t r y  and those  t h a t  have o r i g i n a t e d  s i n c e  t h e  coming o f  t h e  w h i t e  man. 

I t  i s  c e r t a i n  f rom examining t h e  stands o f  t imbe r  t h a t  t h e r e  was one complete  

c y c l e  o f  burns d u r i n g  200 yea rs  o f  I n d i a n  occupancy. 

The f i r e s  t h a t  an teda te  t h e  advent  o f  w h i t e  men i n t o  t h i s  r e g i o n  

appear t o  have r u n  over  t h e  l a r g e s t  area between 100 t o  150 yea rs  ago. 

I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s t a t e  w i t h  a b s o l u t e  c e r t a i n t y  t h e  reason why t h e  

I n d i a n s  burned t h e  f o r e s t .  An educated t4ez Perce s t a t e d  t h a t  f o r e s t  f i r e s  

were never s t a r t e d  th rough  des ign,  b u t  m igh t  have a c c i d e n t a l l y  spread f rom 

s i g n a l  f i r e s  k i n d l e d  by d i f f e r e n t  bands o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h i l e  on t h e  hunt .  

The p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  t h a t  many f i r e s  spread f rom t h e i r  camps and o t h e r s  were 

s e t  pu rpose l y  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  f o r e s t  and encourage t h e  g rass  growth.  T h i s  

l a t t e r  seems t o  have been t h e  case i n  t h e  a l p i n e - f i r e  t ype  o f  f o r e s t  a l o n g  

t h e i r  t r a i l s ,  where now occur  so many o f  t h e  ba ld  o r  g rassy  mounta in  s lopes .  

It i s  a  wel l -known f a c t  t h a t  deer  and e l k  e x h i b i t  a  s p e c i a l  l i k i n g  f o r  t r a c t s  

f r e s h l y  burned, due t o  t h e  p r o f u s e  g rowth  o f  v a r i o u s  k i nds  o f  brush s p r i n g -  

i n g  up t he re .  La rge  t r a c t s  o f  f o r e s t  doub t l ess  were burned w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t  

o f  t hus  caus ing  t h e  game t o  congregate i n  cons ide rab le  numbers i n  some 

p a r t i c u l a r  l o c a l  i t i e s .  

' o r a l  communication, Gene Powers, r e t i r e d  supe rv i so r ,  Salmon Na t i ona l  
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The f i r e s  k i nd led  by w h i t e  men have ravaged t h e  f o r e s t  areas i n  

thousands o f  p laces .  The r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  f i r e s  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  1860- 

1900 1  i e s  mos t l y  w i t h  t h e  p rospec to rs .  To t h i s  c l a s s  belonged t h e  g r e a t e r  

number of  t r a v e l e r s  i n  t he  Clearwater  and Salmon bas ins;  hunters  and 

t r appe rs  were i n  t h e  m i n o r i t y .  With rega rd  t o  t r appe rs ,  they  pursued t h e i r  

voca t i on  o n l y  d u r i n g  t h e  season when much r a i n  o r  snow f e l l  and t h e  t imber  

cou ld  n o t  burn. Prospectors ,  on t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  roamed t h e  coun t r y  i n  t h e  

summer, when t h e  f o r e s t  l i t t e r  was d r y  and ready t o  burn. 

There were many r e p o r t s  o f  f o r e s t  f i r e s  a l l  over  t h e  West i n  t h e  l a t e  

1800 's .  An example i s  an i t e m  t h a t  appeared i n  t h e  Idaho County -- Free Press, 

a  Grangevi l  l e  newspaper, on J u l y  2, 1886: 

F i r e s  across Clearwater ,  f i r e s  on both s i des  o f  t h e  
Salmon, f i r e s  on C r a i g ' s  Mountain and f i r e s  way n o r t h  i n  
t h e  Coeur d lA lenes have made t h e  atmosphere very  t r y i n g  
t o  weak l ungs  f o r  t h e  p a s t  weeks, and t h e  smoke i s  g e t t i n g  
more and more b lanke t -1  i k e  i n  i t s  d e n s i t y .  The weather, 
too,  i s  unusua l l y  s u l t r y  f o r  t h i s  season o f  t h e  yea r .  

A f t e r  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  f o res t s ,  t h e  wo rs t  years  f o r  f i r e s  

i n  Salmon Basin were perhaps 1910, 1919, and t h e  e a r l y  1930 's .  Three days 

o f  ex t reme ly  h i g h  winds l a t e  i n  August were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  most of  t h e  

t imbe r  t h a t  burned i n  t he  f o r e s t s  i n  1910. Winds o f  a lmos t  h u r r i c a n e  

p r o p o r t i o n s  were recorded a l l  over  t h e  Nor thwest .  Tremendous acreages of 

t imbe r  i n  n o r t h  Idaho were des t royed .  The Idaho County -- Free Press f o r  

August 25, 1910, says: 

The f o r e s t  f i r e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Idaho County i s - ' m i g h t y  
se r i ous .  Over 50 men a r e  f i g h t i n g  t h e  f i r e  a t  E l k  City. 
On Salmon R i v e r  t h e  f o r e s t  f i r e s  a r e  n o t  c o n t r o l l e d .  Gus 
Keat ing was t e r r i b l y  burned w h i l e  f i g h t i n g  near A l l  i s o n  
Creek. A  man by t h e  name o f  Freeman who was caught  i n  
t h e  f lames near R igg ins  i s  s u f f e r i n g  f r om severe burns 
b u t  i s  r ecove r i ng .  

The d rought  season o f  191 0  came on and found t h e  Fo res t  Serv ice  very  

p o o r l y  equipped t o  meet t h e  d i s a s t r o u s  f i r e s  o f  t h a t  summer. Whi le t h e  

l o s s  was g r e a t  and t h e  r e s u l t s  n o t  g r a t i f y i n g ,  i t  was, on t h e  whole, a  good 

t h i n g  as everyone i n  t h e  Fo res t  Se rv i ce  began t o  t h i n k  o f f i c i a l l y  i n  terms 

of f i r e ,  and 1910 became a  p e r i o d  f rom which t o  mark t ime.  Very e l abo ra te  

and wel l -conceived p lans  f o r  f i r e  p reven t i on  and f i r e  suppress ion have s i n c e  

been made. 



By a c t  o f  Congress, tilarch 3, 1891, t h e  p r e s i d e n t  was g i v e n  power 

t o  e s t a b l i s h  f o r e s t  r e s e r v a t i o n s .  On March 30, 1891 , P r e s i d e n t  H a r r i s o n  

e s t a b l  i shed  t h e  Ye1 1  owstone Park Timberland Reserve, t o  be under t h e  c o n t r o l  

o f  t h e  General Land O f f i c e .  I n  1896, t h e  Sec re ta r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  r e -  

quested t h e  Na t i ona l  Academy o f  Science t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  and recommend a  

Na t i ona l  f o r e s t  po l  i c y .  

By t h e  a c t  o f  June 4, 1897, t h e  f o r e s t  r ese rves  were p u t  under 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and f rom t h i s  a c t ,  w i t h  subsequent amendments, t h e  f o r e s t s  

a r e  now be ing  admin is te red .  The General Land O f f i c e  had charge o f  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  F o r e s t r y  gave t e c h n i c a l  adv ice ,  and t h e  

Geo log ica l  Survey was charged w i t h  su rvey ing  and mapping t h e  f o r e s t s .  I n  

1901, t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  F o r e s t r y  was r a i s e d  t o  t h e  r a n k  o f  Bureau, b u t  t h e  

change was i n  name o n l y .  

By t h e  a c t  o f  February  1  , 1905, f o r e s t r y  work was consol  i d a t e d  i n  

t h e  Department o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  and t h e  work o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  as  i t  i s  

known today s t a r t e d .  I n  J u l y ,  1905, t h e  Bureau o f  F o r e s t r y  became t h e  

F o r e s t  Serv ice .  I n  1907, t h e  f o r e s t  reserves  were changed t o  n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t s  

i n  name. t o  c o r r e c t  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  t h e y  were wi thdrawn f rom use. [ I 2 1  

By p roc l ama t i on  o f  February  22, 1897, P r e s i d e n t  C l  eve1 and e s t a b l  i shed  

t h e  B i  t t e r r o o t  F o r e s t  Reserve f rom t h e  pub1 i c  domain wh ich  embraced areas 

i n  a l l  o r  p a r t  o f  t h e  p resen t  Nezperce, C l  earwater ,  Lo l o ,  B i t t e r r o o t ,  Paye t te ,  

and Salmon n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t s .  A d d i t i o n s  were made t o  t h e  r e s e r v e  i n  1902 

and i n  t h e  same p roc lamat ion ,  t h e  L i t t l e  Salmon F o r e s t  Reserve was es tab l  i shed  

f rom p u b l i c  domain. I n  1904, t h e  Seven D e v i l s  F o r e s t  Reserve was c r e a t e d  

and i n  May and June o f  1905, t h e  Weiser, Sawtooth, and Paye t t e  f o r e s t  r ese rves  

were es tab l i shed ,  a l l  f rom p u b l i c  domain. The L i t t l e  Salmon and Seven D e v i l s  

r ese rves  were smal l  and soon became a  p a r t  o f  t h e  Weiser. November 5, 1906, 

by p r e s i d e n t i a l  p roc lamat ion ,  P r e s i d e n t  Roosevel t c r e a t e d  t h e  Lemhi F o r e s t  

Reserve and made a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  Sawtooth Reserve. The g r e a t e s t  number of 

f o r e s t s  were e s t a b l i s h e d  by e x e c u t i v e  o r d e r  o f  P r e s i d e n t  Roosevel t on J u l y  

1 ,  1908, when t h e  Boise Na t i ona l  F o r e s t  was c rea ted  f rom a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  

Sawtooth Na t i ona l  Forest; t h e  C h a l l i s  Na t i ona l  F o r e s t  was c rea ted  f r om p o r t i o n s  

o f  t h e  Salmon R i v e r  and Sawtooth n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t s ;  and t h e  Idaho, Nez Perce 

and Salmon n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t s  were c rea ted  f rom p a r t s  o f  t h e  Lemhi, Salmon 

R i v e r ,  and B i  t t e r r o o t  n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t s .  



I n  1938, t h e  Lemhi Na t i ona l  Fo res t  was s p l i t  up between t h e  C h a l l i s  

and Salmon n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t s ,  and i n  1944, t h e  Idaho and Weiser f o r e s t s  

were combined w i t h  t h e  Boise and Paye t te  n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t s .  I n  t h e  1944 

changes, t h e  Paye t t e  Na t i ona l  F o r e s t  boundar ies were extended t o  Salmon 

R i v e r  t o  cover  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  f o r m e r l y  admin is te red  by t h e  Idaho Fores t ,  

and Boise Na t i ona l  F o r e s t  boundar ies were extended t o  cover  much o f  t h e  

a rea  f o r m e r l y  under t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  Paye t te  Na t i ona l  Fo res t .  

The n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t s  n o r t h  o f  Salmon R i v e r  - t h e  B i t t e r r o o t  and Net 

Perce - a r e  w i t h i n  t h e  boundar ies o f  Region 1,  t h e  No r the rn  Region, o f  t h e  

F o r e s t  Se rv i ce  w i t h  a  Regional  F o r e s t e r ' s  o f f i c e  a t  Missoula ,  Montana. 

The f o r e s t s  sou th  o f  Salmon R i ve r ,  namely, t h e  Boise,  C h a l l i s ,  Payet te ,  

Salmon, and Sawtooth, a r e  under t h e  general  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  Region 4, t h e  

I n te rmoun ta i n  Region, w i t h  headquar ters  a t  Ogden, Utah. 

I n  t h e  e a r l y  days o f  t h e  F o r e s t  Serv ice,  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  were meagre, 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  were p r a c t i c a l l y  non -ex i s t en t  o r  were ve r y  

p r i m i t i v e ,  and a  l a r g e  number o f  people were open l y  opposed t o  t h e  new l and  

management p o l i c i e s .  It was n o t  u n t i l  t h e  1930 's  t h a t  a  r a p i d  r i s e  i n  

improvements and development work took  p l ace  on t h e  n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t s  when 

t h e  C i  v i  1  i a n  Conserva t ion  Corps program and o t h e r  emergency r e 1  i e f  programs 

such as  W.P.A., P. W.A., and I\I. I .R.A., were s t a r t e d .  A  g r e a t  amount o f  

improvement work was accomplished d u r i n g  those years ,  i n c l u d i n g  roads, 

ranger  s t a t i o n  and l o o k o u t  b u i l d i n g s ,  t r a i l s ,  l a n d i n g  f i e l d s ,  campgrounds, 

headquar ters  b u i l d i n g s ,  and range fences.  

A t  f i r s t ,  t h e  F o r e s t  Se rv i ce  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was n o t  manned h e a v i l y  

enough t o  p r o p e r l y  handle such a  sudden inc rease  i n  a c t i v i t i e s .  The 

program and t h e  money t o  make i t  go came so f a s t  t h a t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  organ- 

i z a t i o n  was swamped t r y i n g  t o  l a y  o u t  p r o j e c t s ,  l o c a t e  and o rgan i ze  camps, 

p r o v i d e  supp l i es ,  r e c r u i t  and t r a i n  personnel ,  and supe rv i se  t h e  e n t i r e  

program. By d e v o t i o n  t o  t h e  j o b  and 1  ong hours o f  work, notewor thy accom- 

p l  ishments were made d u r i n g  t h e  e i g h t  yea rs  t h a t  t h e  C . C . C .  camps were i n  

ope ra t i on .  

S ince  i t s  i n c e p t i o n ,  t h e  F o r e s t  Se rv i ce  has had a  p o l i c y  o f  adm in i s t e r -  

i n g  t h e  n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t s  f o r  m u l t i p l e  use under t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

f o r e s t e r s .  Unders tanding m u l t i p l e  use management and p u t t i n g  i t  i n t o  



p r a c t i c e  grew over  t h e  yea rs  w i t h  these a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  as t h e i r  knowledge 

o f  w i l d  l and  management increased.  More p u b l i c  understanding and t h e  

growing need f o r  c o o r d i n a t i n g  a l l  c o n f l i c t i n g  resource  uses l e d  t o  t h e  

enactment o f  t h e  I~ lu l  t i p l e  Use - Sus ta ined  Y i e l d  A c t  o f  June 12, 1960. It 

speci  f i c a l  l y  au tho r i zed  and d i r e c t e d  t h e  n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t s  t o  manage t h e  

l a n d  resources under t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  m u l t i p l e  use and sus ta ined  y i e l d s  

of p roduc ts .  I n  meet ing t h a t  mandate, t h e  development o f  e f f e c t i v e  p l ans  

and guidance i n  t h e i r  use becatiie necessary. I n  1964, mu1 t i p l e - u s e  surveys 

and r e p o r t s  were i n i t i a t e d  and r e q u i r e d  f o r  any proposed p r o j e c t  i n v o l v i n g  

t h e  d i s t u r b a n c e  o f  l and .  The surveys and s tudy  o f  r e p o r t s  were des igned 

t o  he lp  i n s u r e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  va r i ous  uses t h a t  cou ld  be a f fec ted  by 

any p r o j e c t .  [59] 

The r e c r e a t i o n i s t  

As soon as people began i n h a b i t i n g  Salmon Basin t h e r e  were some who 

went i n t o  t h e  f o r e s t e d  l a n d  on camping t r i p s  and t o  hun t  and f i s h .  The 

r e c r e a t i o n a l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  d i d  n o t  go unnot i ced  even i n  t h e  

g o l d  r u s h  days. J .  l i la r ion More, o f  Idaho City, f o r  whom l4ores Creek and 

Mores Creek Summit were named, d iscovered  a  l a r g e  number o f  h i g h  mountain 

l akes  i n  t h e  Sawtooth Range which p rov ided  e x c e l l e n t  f i s h i n g ,  i f  n o t  g o l d  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  He took  an Idaho City f i s h i n g  p a r t y  back t o  t h e  l a k e s  on 

August  12, 1867. [29] However, because o f  t h e  poor roads and s low methods 

o f  t r a v e l  , v e r y  1  i ttl e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  use o f  t h e  back c o u n t r y  was made p r i o r  

t o  1920. Even by 1925, t h e  F o r e s t  Se rv i ce  r e l a t e s  t h a t  r e c r e a t i o n  manage- 

ment was a  v e r y  m ino r  f u n c t i o n  on t h e  f o r e s t s .  The b i g  inc rease  i n  

r e c r e a t i o n a l  use o f  Salmon Bas in  occur red  a f t e r  World War I 1  and t h e  r i s e  

i n  t h e  number o f  v i s i t o r s  i n  some areas s i n c e  1960 has been phenomenal . 
One o f  t h e  f i r s t  laws concern ing  b i g  game animals  was enacted by 

t h e  Idaho T e r r i t o r i a l  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1864. Tha t  a c t  made i t  u n l a w f u l  t o  

k i l l  o r  d e s t r o y  b u f f a l o ,  deer ,  an te lope ,  e l k ,  mountain sheep, o r  goats  a f t e r  

t h e  f i r s t  day o f  February and be fo re  t h e  f i r s t  day o f  J u l y .  

The Idaho F i s h  and Game Department was c rea ted  by an a c t  of t h e  

f i f t h  sess ion  o f  t h e  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1899. Governor Steunenberg 

appo in ted  Char les  A rbuck le  as game warden. A  1  i n i i  t was s e t  o f  n o t  more 

than  f o u r  each o f  deer,  an te lope ,  mounta in  sheep, and goa t  per year ,  and 



a  season o f  September 1  t o  December 30 was es tab l  i shed .  That  l e g i s l a t u r e  

a l s o  s e t  t h e  f i r s t  season o f  May 1  t o  November 1  f o r  c a t c h i n g  t r o u t  and 

made i t  a  f e l o n y  f o r  t a k i n g  f i s h  by t h e  use o f  drugs,  dynamite,  g i a n t  

powder o r  o t h e r  v i o l e n t  means. 

I n  h i s  r e p o r t  o f  1918, Warden W .  H. Thorpe s t a t e d  t h a t  a  t o t a l  o f  

200 e l  k  were shipped i n t o  Idaho f o r  r e l e a s e  i n t o  B lack  Lake Preserve i n  

Adams and Idaho coun t i es ,  and i n t o  Bannock, Boise, Elmore, and Min idoka 

coun t i es .  H i s  r e p o r t  mentioned an i nc rease  o f  e l k  i n  Chamberlain Bas in  

(See F i g u r e  11 i n  Appendix)  t o  a  t o t a l  o f  610 head, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  abundant 

numbers o f  deer .  

Accord ing t o  r eco rds  o f  t h e  Paye t te  Na t i ona l  F o r e s t  [59], 50 e l k  

were unloaded i n  New Meadows, and horsemen were h i r e d  t o  herd them down 

L i t t l e  Salmon R i v e r  and on to  t h e  B lack  Lake Preserve.  

Even be fo re  1918, F o r e s t  Se rv i ce  o f f i c e r s  were appo in ted  as deputy  

s t a t e  game wardens, b u t  appa ren t l y  t h e r e  was no formal  w r i t t e n  agreement 

u n t i l  1923. 

Back as f a r  as 1917, F o r e s t  Se rv i ce  rangers  and supe rv i so r s  were 

concerned abou t  t h e  need t o  i nc rease  deer  and e l k  popu la t i ons .  They r e -  

po r t ed  decreas ing  numbers i n  p laces  and recommended c l osed  seasons and t h e  

es tab l i shmen t  o f  game preserves.  Even where deer were i nc reas ing ,  they  

f e l t  t h a t  many more c o u l d  and should be produced. 

S ince 191 1  , when t h e  South Fork  Paye t te  R i v e r  S t a t e  Game Preserve 

was c rea ted ,  t h e  t o t a l  number o f  such preserves w i t h i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t s  

o f  Idaho had grown t o  35 by 1938. The Salmon R i v e r  S t a t e  Game Preserve 

was es tab l i shed  i n  1923 and t h e  M idd le  Fork  S t a t e  Game Preserve was 

e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1925. 

Records i n d i c a t e  t h a t  somewhere around 1928 o r  1929, F o r e s t  Se rv i ce  

personnel  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  M idd le  Fork  Preserve suddenly r e a l  i z e d  t h a t  

they  had a  se r i ous  w i n t e r  range problem i n  t h a t  ve r y  area.  Apparen t l y  

t h e  poor c o n d i t i o n s  had been i n  ex i s t ence  f o r  severa l  yea rs  and t h e  d e c l i n i n g  

deer  p o p u l a t i o n  wh i ch  was o f  concern be fo re  t h e  p reserve  was es tab l i shed ,  

was due t o  s t a r v a t i o n  on t h e  w i n t e r  ranges. F o r e s t  Se rv i ce  and F i s h  and 

Game Department personnel  were u n t r a i n e d  and inexper ienced  i n  j udg ing  

range c o n d i t i o n s  o r  i n  r e c o g n i z i n g  b i g  game w i n t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  areas.  

The c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  p reserve  served o n l y  t o  compound an e x i s t i n g  resource  

p ro  b l  em. 



One c r i t e r i o n  f o r  those  ea r l y -day  game preserves  was remoteness, 

t o  h e l p  enforcement o f  t he  no-hunt ing p r o v i s i o n .  There a l s o  was an  e f f o r t  

t o  c o n t r o l  p reda to r s  a f t e r  t h e  p reserves  were es tab l i shed ,  when i n  

r e a l i t y  more o f  them were needed. 

The I ' l iddle Fork  Preserve was abo l i shed  by t h e  1932 S t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  

a f t e r  severa l  yea rs  o f  campaigning e f f o r t  by t he  F i s h  and Game Department 

and t h e  F o r e s t  Serv ice .  S ince  t h a t  t ime ,  t h e  F i s h  and Game Department 

has p e r i o d i c a l l y  t r i e d  two deer bag 1  i m i t s ,  l onge r  seasons, and p u b l i c i t y  

i n  an e f f o r t  t o  i nc rease  t h e  deer  ha rves t .  However, t h e  M idd le  Fork  

canyon i s  s t i l l  t o o  remote and t h e  b i g  game w i n t e r  range i s  s t i l l  i n  poor  

c o n d i t i o n .  [59] 

The Salmon R i v e r  Game Preserve remained i n  e f f e c t  u n t i l  1952, w i t h  

s p e c i a l  p e r m i t  h u n t i n g  i n  i t  i n  1950 and 1952. The e l k  k i l l  was o n l y  f i v e  

i n  1950, b u t  inc reased  as soon as o u t f i t t e r s  became e s t a b l i s h e d  and es-  

p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  power boats  came i n t o  use and t h e  a rea  was opened t o  

genera l  hu n t i  ng . [50] 

Ma jo r  t u r n i n g  p o i n t s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  growth and management o f  t h e  

S t a t e ' s  f i s h  and game resources  were t h e  establ isthment o f  t h e  Idaho F i s h  

and Game Commission i n  1938 and S t a t e  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  s t a t u s  f o r  Department 

personnel  i n  1939. 

Tab le  3 shows b i g  game p o p u l a t i o n  and k i l l s  i n  a  p o r t i o n  o f  Salmon 

Basin,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t h e  o l d  Idaho Na t i ona l  F o r e s t  f r o m  1917 t o  1941 and 

t h e  Paye t t e  Na t i ona l  F o r e s t  f rom 1944 t o  1966. The o l d  Idaho Na t i ona l  

F o r e s t  covered an area f rom 40 t o  50 m i l e s  wide sou th  o f  Salmon R i v e r  f r om  

M i d d l e  Fork  Salmon R i v e r  n e a r l y  t o  L i t t l e  Salmon R i v e r .  The Paye t t e  

N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  covers  app rox ima te l y  t h e  same area, p l  us t h e  area covered 

by t h e  o l d  Weiser Na t i ona l  Fo res t .  The f i g u r e s  were taken  f rom annual r e p o r t s  

o f  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  f o r e s t s .  Whi le  these  areas r e p r e s e n t  o n l y  a  p o r t i o n  o f  

Salmon Basin,  t hey  perhaps a r e  t h e  most h e a v i l y  hunted areas i n  t h e  Bas in .  

F i s h i n g  cannot  be e x c e l l e d  i n  v a r i e t y  and numbers i n  t h e  r i v e r s ,  

l a kes ,  and streams o f  Salmon Bas in .  The Bas in  i s  famous f o r  i t s  s t e e l -  

head t r o u t  and ch inook  salmon f i s h i n g  and i t s  h i g h l y  p r o d u c t i v e  streams 

and l a k e s  c o n t a i n i n g  rainbow, c u t t h r o a t ,  and o t h e r  spec ies o f  game f i s h .  

Salmon R i v e r  i s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  spawning ground o f  sea-run f i s h  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  

S ta tes  . 
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Even i n  t h e  e a r l y  days, s e t t l e r s  t ook  no te  o f  t h e  exce l  l e n t  f i s h i n g  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  Bas in .  I n  t h e  Salmon City area, e a r l y  accounts  say 

t h a t  t h e  r uns  o f  salmon were so g r e a t  and con t inued  t o  be so g r e a t  f o r  

many yea rs  t h a t  t h e  streams swarmed w i t h  them and t h e r e  was con t inuous  

sp lash ing  as t h e  f i s h  leaped f r om t h e  wate r .  C la ims were made t h a t  i n  

t h e  1870 's  when l a r g e  mule t r a i n s  were pack ing  th roughou t  t h e  r eg ion ,  

i t  was d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t  t h e  mules t o  e n t e r  t h e  wa te r  a t  c ross i ngs  on 

accoun t  o f  t h e  number o f  salmon. 

John IYcGarvey came f r om Bannack t o  t h e  Lemhi Val 1  ey p r i o r  t o  t h e  

Leesburg g o l d  r u s h  and b u i l t  a  c a b i n  and a  f i s h  t r a p  near  t h e  mouth o f  

Kenny Creek. He employed I nd ians  t o  p repare  t h e  f i s h  f o r  pack ing  and 

s a l e  a t  Bannack. Sometime l a t e r ,  McGarvey moved down t h e  v a l l e y  and 

b u i l t  ano the r  c a b i n  and w e l l - c o n s t r u c t e d  f i s h  t r a p s  across t h e  Lemhi abou t  

one -ha l f  m i l e  above i t s  en t rance  i n t o  Salmon R i v e r .  A t  t h i s  t i m e  he was 

t h e  o n l y  w h i t e  r e s i d e n t  i n  a1 1  o f  t h i s  v a l l e y  and s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  mounta ins.  

McGarvey was a t  t h i s  p lace ,  p l y i n g  h i s  f i s h  bus iness,  when i n  1866 

t h e  Leesburg d i s c o v e r y  p a r t y  came i n t o  t h e  v a l l e y .  A f t e r  Salmon City 

was e s t a b l i s h e d  he s o l d  salmon t o  t h e  s e t t l e r s  a t  50 cen t s  a  p i ece .  I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  he was a b l e  t o  c u r e  enol~gh so t h a t  he cou ld  send them i n  b a r r e l s  

t o  Montana by t h e  wagon l oad .  Du r i ng  t h i s  pe r i od ,  salmon were caught  t h a t  

weighed up t o  60 pounds. Bears were numerous a l ong  t h e  1  a r g e r  streams and 

had no d i f f i c u l t y  i n  c a t c h i n g  and e a t i n g  t h e i r  f i l l .  [52] 

Chinese miners  a r e  c r e d i t e d  w i t h  be ing  t h e  f i r s t  s tee lhead  f i shermen 

i n  t h e  Lemhi c r o u n t r y .  They used a  heavy l i n e n  l i n e ,  which t hey  wound 

around and around one arm. Wi th  b a i t  and l e a d  fas tened  t o  one end, t h e y  

waded o u t  w a i s t  deep a t  t h e  lower  end o f  a  deep hole,  heaved t h e  1  ead o u t  

i n  an underhand throw and l e t  t h e  1  i n e  feed o f f  o f  t h e i r  arm. The p r i n c i p l e  

was much t h e  same as  i s  used i n  t h e  modern s p i n n i n g  r e e l .  [35] 

Sometime a f t e r  1910, some young men i n  Salmon City d iscovered  a  

huge s tu rgeon  i n  Salmon R i v e r .  Determined t o  l a n d  t h e  monster,  t h e y  f i n a l l y  

dec ided  t h a t  a  harpoon was t h e  most l o g i c a l  weapon t o  use. The f a c t  t h a t  

t hey  d i d  n o t  have one d i d  n o t  s t op  them and t h e y  dashed t o  a  b l acksm i t h  

shop w i t h  a s t o v e  poker and had t h e  i ns t r umen t  fash ioned  i n t o  a  double-  

barbed spear.  To t h i s  t hey  t i e d  a  c l o t h e s l i n e .  C l imb ing  i n t o  t h e i r  boa t  

t hey  s t a r t e d  on t h e i r  wha l ing  e x p e d i t i o n .  Several  t imes t hey  speared t h e  



sturgeon o n l y  t o  have t h e  barbs t e a r  l ose .  F i n a l l y ,  they  hooked t h e  

b i g  f i s h ,  b u t  i t  took  a  horse t o  drag i t  ashore. The f i s h  measured 8  

f e e t - 8  inches i n  l e n g t h  and weighed 245 pounds. So f a r  as i s  known, t h i s  

i s  t h e  b iggest .  f i s h  ever  caught a t  Salmon. [34] 

Dur ing  1926, t h e  f i s h  ha tchery  a t  Salmon, opera ted  by t h e  Federal  

government, hatched and cared f o r  100,000 s t e e l  head, a1 1  o f  which were 

1  i bera ted  i n  l o c a l  waters  [35]. 

F i s h  runs  were once impeded on t h e  upper Salmon R i v e r  by Sunbeam 

Dam, which was cons t ruc ted  near t h e  mouth o f  Yankee Fork i n  1910. Removal 

of  t h i s  b a r r i e r  i n  1934 r e s t o r e d  access t o  upstream spawning. Both races 

of  c h i  nook salmon increased due t o  r e s t r i c t i o n s  p laced on commercial f i s h i n g  

on Columbia R i v e r  i n  1942. Sockeye salmon, which have been counted i n  

Red f i sh  Creek s i n c e  1956, decreased u n t i l  1960. S ince then, a  s l i g h t  upward 

t r e n d  has been noted. The number o f  summer s tee lhead  e n t e r i n g  Columbia 

R i ve r  has remained f a i r l y  cons tan t  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  f o u r  decades. [63] 

However, i n  t h e  p a s t  few years  t h e  number o f  f i s h  e n t e r i q g  Salmon Basin t o  

spawn and t h e  spawning p a t t e r n s  i n  t h e  Basin have been a l t e r e d  d r a s t i c a l l y  

due t o  m i g r a t i o n  problems a t  t h e  lower  Snake and Columbia r i v e r  dams and 

t o  excess ive sed imenta t ion  o f  spawning beds such as i n  South Fork Salmon 

R i v e r .  

The year  1920 saw the  beginn ings o f  t h e  f i r s t  "dude" (gues t )  ranch  

business i n  t h e  Salmon area when a  New York f a m i l y  spent  about  s i x  weeks 

" roughing"  i t  i n  t e n t s  p i t c h e d  a t  t h e  Diamond L Ranch l o c a t e d  on Hughes 

Creek. I n  1924, t h e  owner, J e r r y  Ravndal , began runn ing  a  surrlmer pack and 

f a l l  hun t i ng  t r i p  s e r v i c e  i n  connec t ion  w i t h  ranch ing .  I n  1931, he helped 

pack t h e  Zane Grey p a r t y  i n t o  t h e  M idd le  Fork c o u n t r y  and t h e  Roosevel t 

min ing  s i t e  f o r  m a t e r i a l  f o r  G rey ' s  book "Thunder Mountain."  The Diamond 

L  Ranch, l a t e r  known as t h e  Rocking Horse Ranch, served i t s  l a s t  pay ing 

gues t  i n  1951. The Uiamond L  was t h e  o n l y  gues t  ranch  i n  t h e  area u n t i l  

t h e  I n d i a n  Creek gues t  ranch  was begun i n  1940. [46] Another w e l l  -known 

gues t  ranch  i n  Salmon Basin was t h e  M idd le  Fork Lodge which was developed 

froni o l d e r  p r o p e r t y  by t h e  McCal ls f o r  whom IYcCall, Idaho, was named [6]. 

The f i r s t  s t ep  toward t he  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  w i lderness  system i n  t he  

Un i t ed  S ta tes  was made i n  1924, when t h e  F o r e s t  Se rv i ce  s e t  a s i d e  a  

spec ia l  area i n  t h e  G i l a  Na t i ona l  Fo res t  i n  New Mexico t o  p r o t e c t  i t s  



wi l de rness  resource .  T h i s  and o t h e r  e a r l y  w i l de rness  a c t i o n s  were based 

on r e g i o n a l  d e c i s i o n s  t h a t  were l a t e r  s tandard ized  as Department o f  

A g r i c u l t u r e  r e g u l a t i o n s  were developed and r e f i n e d .  Under t h e  v a r i o u s  

r e g u l a t i o n s ,  f o u r  t ypes  o f  areas have been adm in i s t e red  as w i l de rness  by 

t h e  F o r e s t  Serv ice :  P r i m i t i v e ,  w i l de rness ,  w i l d ,  and canoe areas.  I n  a l l  

o f  these  areas, w i l de rness  o r  p r i m i t i v e  c h a r a c t e r  was t h e  bas ic  r esou rce  

f o r  which they  were managed. [60] 

P r i m i t i v e  areas were e s t a b l  i shed  between 1930 and 1939. I n  December 

of 1930, a  group o f  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  c i t i z e n s ,  headed by fo rmer  Governor H. C .  

B a l d r i d g e  o f  Idaho, met and recommended t o  t h e  Fo res t  Se rv i ce  t h a t  a  r e g i o n  

i n  c e n t r a l  Idaho be s e t  a s i d e  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n ,  t h a t  i t  be ma in ta i ned  i n  an 

undeveloped c o n d i t i o n ,  and t h a t  i t  be c losed  t o  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  pub1 i c  

roads and t o  f u r t h e r  spec ia l  use pe rm i t s  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  permanent 

improvements. As a  r e s u l t ,  e s t a b l  ishment o f  t h e  Idaho P r i m i t i v e  Area was 

approved by t h e  C h i e f  o f  t h e  F o r e s t  Se rv i ce  on  A p r i l  7, 1931. Today, i t  i s  

a  v a s t  w i l de rness  o f  1,232,744 ac res  embracing p a r t s  o f  t h e  Boise,  C h a l l i s ,  

Paye t te ,  and Salmon n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t s .  

The S e l w a y - B i t t e r r o o t  P r i m i t i v e  Area, a1 1  n o r t h  o f  Salmon Basin,  was 

e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  F o r e s t  Se rv i ce  on J u l y  3, 1936, and t h e  Sawtooth P r i m i t i v e  

Area, embracing p a r t s  o f  Boise,  C h a l l i s ,  and Sawtooth n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t s  was 

e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1937. 

The F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  i s  now i n  t l i e  process o f  phas ing o u t  p r i m i t i v e  

a reas ,  and by 1974 a l l  o f  these  areas w i l l  be redes igna ted  as  w i l de rness ,  

r e c r e a t i o n ,  o r  scen ic  a reas .  Es tab l i shment  o f  t h e  H e l l s  Canyon-Seven D e v i l s  

Scenic Area was dec la red  by t h e  Sec re ta r y  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  i n  June o f  1962. 

On January 11, 1963, t h e  S e l w a y - B i t t e r r o o t  P r i m i t i v e  Area was r e c l a s s i f i e d  

t o  t h e  S e l w a y - B i t t e r r o o t  Wi lderness,  and a t  t h e  same t ime,  t h e  Salmon R i v e r  

Breaks P r i m i t i v e  Area was c rea ted ,  t h e  l a t t e r  embracing p a r t s  o f  t h e  

B i t t e r r o o t  and Nez Perce n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t s .  The area between t h e  Selway- 

B i  t t e r r o o t  Wi lderness and t h e  Salmon R i v e r  Breaks P r i m i t i v e  Area has been 

des igna ted  t h e  Magruder C o r r i d o r .  

I n  1963, t h e  boundar ies o f  t h e  Sawtooth P r i m i t i v e  Area were s t u d i e d  

and ad justments  were recommended as p a r t  o f  a  proposal  t o  r edes igna te  t h e  

area as a  "w i l de rness " .  A  p u b l i c  hea r i ng  on t h i s  proposal  was h e l d  i n  Boise,  



September 4, 1963, a t  which a  s i z e a b l e  m a j o r i t y  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  and 

o r g a n i z a t i o n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  p resen t  favored  r e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  t o  w i l de rness  

s t a t u s .  However, no f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  was taken on t h e  w i l de rness  proposal  

because o f  b i l l s  i n t r oduced  i n  Congress t o  es tab l  i s h  a  n a t i o n a l  r e c r e a t i o n  

area o r  a  w i l de rness  n a t i o n a l  pa rk  i n  t h e  Sawtooth coun t r y .  [63] 

As ment ioned i n  Chapter I, t h e  p u b l i c  l aw  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a  Na t i ona l  

W-ild and Scenic R i v e r s  System was enacted i n  1968. Under t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  

" I n s t a n t  R i ve r s " ,  M i d d l e  Fork  Salmon R i v e r  was des igna ted  a  w i l d  r i v e r  

and under t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  "Study R i ve rs "  t h e  main Salmon f r om No r th  

Fork  t o  t h e  mouth w i l l  be s t u d i e d  f o r  p o s s i b l e  d e s i g n a t i o n  as a  w i l d  r i v e r .  

The p o p u l a r i t y  o f  f l o a t - b o a t  and power-boat t r i p s  on Salmon R i v e r  

and M idd le  Fork  Salmon R i v e r  has been i n c r e a s i n g  a t  a  phenomenal r a t e  i n  

t h e  p a s t  few y e a r s .  However, t h e  use o f  f l o a t - b o a t s  on t h e  main Salmon i s  

n o t  a  new a c t i v i t y ,  and, i n  f a c t ,  smal l  steamboats a p p a r e n t l y  p l i e d  t h e  

upper Salmon i n  t h e  e a r l y  days downstream as f a r  as Shoup. An a r t i c l e  i n  

t h e  Recorder Hera ld  f o r  December 10, 1887, says, "The steamer ' Ivanhoe '  i s  

ice-bound w i t h  1 4  Chinamen aboard, near  Shoup." 

Whether t h e  I n d i a n s  ever  f l o a t e d  comp le te l y  th rough  t h e  Salmon R i v e r  

canyon i s  n o t  known. The second a t t e m p t  by w h i t e  men t o  make t h e  t r i p ,  

f o l l o w i n g  Cap ta i n  C l a r k ' s  reconnaissance i n  1805, was by members o f  John 

Work's f u r  b r i gade  as  r e l a t e d  i n  Chapter  I V .  It i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a  number 

of peop le  t r i e d  b o a t i n g  down t h e  Salmon, b u t  l e f t  no r e c o r d .  The t h i r d  

known a t t e m p t  was recorded  by John T. Healy i n  1862, w h i l e  he and 11 o t h e r  

men were f i g h t i n g  t h e i r  way up t h e  Salmon on a  t r i p  f r om  F lo rence  t o  t h e  o l d  

Mornion F o r t  i n  Lemhi V a l l e y .  The f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  t r i p  was by water ,  b u t  

t hey  were unab le  t o  t a k e  t h e i r  boa ts  p a s t  t h e  South Fork ,  and beyond t h a t  

s t ream they  proceeded by f o o t .  Be fo re  t h e y  reached t h e  South Fork,  t hey  

met two men on a  r a f t  who had s t a r t e d  down Salmon R i v e r  f r o m  a  p o i n t  abou t  

two m i l e s  below t h e  mouth o f  t h e  Lemhi. H e a l y ' s  p a r t y  had no way of knowing 

whether t h e  two men on t h e  r a f t  made i t  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  way s a f e l y ,  b u t  these  

two men may w e l l  have been t h e  f i r s t  t o  s u c c e s s f u l l y  r u n  Salmon R i v e r .  

About 1890, Ha r r y  M. Guleke came t o  t h e  Salmon R i v e r  c o u n t r y  f r om  

Henrys Lake. Severa l  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  he and a  man named Sander land exp lo red  



t h e  r i v e r  and l ea rned  about  i t s  r a p i d s .  From t h a t  t ime  on, these  men were 

i n  demand t o  t ake  miners and adven tu re rs  and t h e i r  supp l i es  i n t o  t h e  canyon 

and th rough i t .  The scows which were used t o  f l o a t  down t h e  r i v e r  were e i t h e r  

abandoned o r  salvaged f o r  t h e i r  lumber a t  t h e  d e s t i n a t i o n .  Much o f  t h e  lumber 

used i n  houses and o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s  a t  Shoup, Lan tz  Bar, and o t h e r  p o i n t s  

a l ong  t h e  r i v e r  was salvaged from scows. They n e a r l y  always were b u i l t  a t  

t h e  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  f o r  t h e  t r i p ,  were cons t ruc ted  o f  lumber, and t h e  j o i n t s  

were sealed o r  ca l ked  w i t h  p i t c h  o r  t a r .  They were f l a t - bo t t omed  and had 

l a r g e  sweeps, u s u a l l y  on bo th  ends. The sweeps, which were l i k e  l a r g e  oars ,  

were not ,  however, used f o r  row ing  b u t  were used t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n  

of t h e  scow as i t  f l o a t e d  w i t h  t h e  c u r r e n t .  The s ides  o f  t h e  scows were 

h i g h  i n  o rde r  t o  keep o u t  t h e  water .  

The r e t u r n  t r i p  was made v i a  t r a i l s  o r  roads, which was a  l o n g  way 

around, e s p e c i a l l y  from R igg ins  and Lewis ton.  A t  f i r s t ,  t h e  t r i p s  began 

a t  Salmon, b u t  a f t e r  roads were extended t o  Shoup and below, most t r i p s  

began a t  t h e  end of t h e  road a t  Cache Bar and l a t e r  a t  o r  near B u t t s  Bar. 

The f i r s t  t r i p s  ended a t  R igg ins  o r  Lewis ton,  b u t  l a t e r  t r i p s  te rmina ted  

a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  road,  26 m i l e s  above R igg ins .  "Capta in"  Guleke 's  l a s t  t r i p  

began a t  Salmon May 18, 1937. 

Other " cap ta ins "  were Jack Cunningham and Monroe Hancock. Frank 

Lan tz  b u i l t  a  scow each y e a r  f o r  Inany yea rs  t o  t r a n s p o r t  supp l i es  t o  h i s  

r es i dence  a t  Lan tz  Bar. A u s t i n  Smothers and perhaps a  few o t h e r s  b u i l t  

scows t o  c a r r y  t h e i r  own s u p p l i e s .  

I n  October, 1935, t h e  l l a t i o n a l  Geographic Soc ie t y  sponsored a  t r i p  

down Salmon R i v e r .  Because o f  t h i s ,  t h e  area rece i ved  wide p u b l i c i t y .  The 

p a r t y  cons i s ted  o f  P h i l  i p  J .  Shenon and John C .  Read, g e o l o g i s t s ;  A .  W .  

Fahrenwald, m e t a l l u r g i s t ,  Dean o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I daho ' s  School o f  Mines 

and D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Idaho Bureau o f  Mines and Geology; D. Worth C la r k ,  U.  S.  

Represen ta t i ve  f o r  Idaho; Dr .  Maynard Owen Wi l l i ams,  Na t i ona l  Geographic 

photographer and w r i t e r ;  and Regional  Fo res t  I nspec to r  Howard R.  F l i n t  of 

t h e  U. S. Fo res t  Serv ice .  The boatmen were Capta in  Monroe Hancock and Jack 

Cunningham. Howard F l i n t  became s i c k  and was f l own  o u t  f rom Mackay Bar 

t o  M issou la  and d i e d  be fo re  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  was f i n i s h e d .  The a r t i c l e  and 

p i c t u r e s  r e s u l t i n g  f rom t h e  t r i p  popu la r i zed  t h e  name "R i ve r  of Ilo Return"  

f o r  t h e  p a r t  o f  Salmon R i v e r  ex tend ing  ac ross  c e n t r a l  Idaho. 



A1 though smal l  rubber  boats  had been used by L .  L .  Bryan and W.  

C .  G .  Senkpiel  i n  1930 d u r i n g  t h e i r  survey o f  IYiddle Fork Salmon R i v e r  

[65], i t  was n o t  u n t i l  a f t e r  World War I 1  t h a t  l a r g e  rubber  r a f t s  came t o  

t h e  Salmon R i v e r  c o u n t r y  and rep laced  t he  wooden scows. R a f t s  s p e c i a l l y  

designed f o r  runn ing  r i v e r s  were be ing used e x t e n s i v e l y  by 1955. They 

s t i l l  used sweeps f o r  s t e e r i n g ,  b u t  oqrs  were used i n  a d d i t i o n .  The g r e a t e s t  

use o f  rubber  r a f t s  has been f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  and adventure f l o a t  t r i p s .  

Several  n a t i o n a l l y  known concerns as w e l l  as  l o c a l  r i v e r  men r u n  organized 

and i n d i v i d u a l  f l o a t  t r i p s  on a  commercial bas is .  

About 1948, t h e  f i r s t  power boa t  came up Salmon R i ve r .  It had t o  be 

portaged o r  hand-1 ined  around t h e  wors t  r a p i d s  and around Salmon F a l l s .  The 

f i r s t  success fu l  power boats  t h a t  c o u l d  r u n  t h e  r i v e r  bo th  ways en te red  t h e  

scene when l a r g e  outboard motors were developed and came i n t o  genera l  use 

about  1956 o r  1957. These c r a f t  u s u a l l y  a r e  1  i g h t - d r a f t ,  f l a t - bo t t omed  boats  

abou t  20 f e e t  i n  l eng th ,  b u i l t  o f  plywood and powered w i t h  one o r  two l a r g e  

ou tboard  motors, o r  an inboard  motor us i ng  a  water  pump f o r  p r o p u l s i o n  ( j e t  

boa t s ) .  Some o f  t h e  wo rs t  channel o b s t r u c t i n g  rocks  i n  severa l  r a p i d s  and 

a t  Salmon F a l l s  have been b las ted  o u t  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  power boats and l a r g e  r a f t s .  

The power boa ts  a r e  used f o r  t r a n s p o r t i n g  supp l ies ,  hunters ,  f ishermen, f i r e -  

f i g h t e r s ,  miners ,  r i v e r  r e s i d e n t s ,  r e c r e a t i o n  v i s i t o r s ,  and Fo res t  Se rv i ce  

r i v e r  p a t r o l s .  About a  dozen i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  concerns opera te  boats as a  r e g u l a r  

business, u s u a l l y  i n  connec t ion  w i t h  a  hun t i ng  and f i s h i n g  gu ide  s e r v i c e .  

The ope ra to r s  a r e  now l i c e n s e d  by t h e  S t a t e  as r i v e r  gu ides and must m a i n t a i n  

rad io - te lephone communication w i t h  t h e  o u t s i d e .  [50] 

The Salmon R i v e r  c o u n t r y  has a  r i c h  and c o l o r f u l  h i s t o r y  h i g h  i n  

human i n t e r e s t .  The e x p l o r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  f u r  t r a d e r s  were a  v i v i d  i l l u s t r a t i o n  

of t h e  thoroqghness w i t h  which t h e  Far  West was combed f o r  beaver. The 

exper iences o f  t h e  miners a t  F lorence,  Warrens, and Leesburg a r e  t y p i c a l  of 

t h e  hardships,  t r iumphs,  and de fea t s  o f  t h e  miner  i n  o t h e r  Western d i s t r i c t s .  

L ikewise,  t h e  e a r l y  t r i a l s  and t r i b u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  farmers and ranchers on 

Camas P r a i r i e  and i n  t h e  Lemhi a r e  much t he  same as those exper ienced i n  

o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  West. These events  a r e  wor thy  o f  be ing  presbrved as an 

impo r tan t  segment o f  S t a t e  and l o c a l  h i s t o r y .  Yet, when t h e  g r e a t  endur ing 



va lues  o f  Salmon Basin a r e  weighed - i t s  jagged mountain ranges, i t s  

rugged v a l l e y s ,  i t s  hundreds o f  p l a c i d  l akes  anlid verdan t  meadows, i t s  

foaniing r i v e r s  - man's f e e b l e  endeavors seem t o  p a l e  i n  comparison. The 

r a p i d l y  i nc reas ing  need f o r  ou tdoor  r e c r e a t i o n a l  space i n  America r a i s e s  

t h e  ques t i on  o f  what should be t h e  f u t u r e  r o l e  o f  Salmon Basin t o  bes t  

serve mankind. Perhaps t h i s  l a r g e l y  unspo i l ed  r e g i o n  w i t h  a lmos t  an i n -  

f i n i t e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  outdoor  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  should be preserved 

i n  e s s e n t i a l l y  i t s  p resen t  w i l de rness  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  t h e  enjoyment o f  

p resen t  and f u t u r e  genera t ions .  Management dec i s i ons  made now r e l a t i v e  

t o  our  few remain ing  w i lderness  areas w i l l  have f a r - r e a c h i n g  a f f e c t s  on 

t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  o f  our  o f f s p r i n g .  

R o l l  on, r o l l  on, m igh t y  Salmon, 
M y s t i c  "R i ve r  o f  No Return"  

Through these m igh t y  h i l l s ,  e t e r n a l  
L e t  y o u r  ways be ever  s t e r n .  

Bur ied i n  t h e  deepest canyons, 
G l i d i n g  on w i t h  no concern - 

Ever Idaho ' s  g r e a t e s t  t r e a s u r e  
V a l i a n t  "R iver  o f  No Return. "  

Robert  G. B a i l e y  
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