
What the stadium looks like with its portable gridiron in place (top) and with the 
"rug" rolled away from the permanent Tartan floor (below). 

A TYPICAL DAY IN THE LIFE 
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF IDA­
HO'S UNIQUE DOMED AC­
TIVITYCENTER ... 

At the near end, a college junior is 
practicing place-kicking, sending the 
pigskin in a long, lazy arc against an 
end-wall curtain 80 feet high . 

In the center, eight exuberant stu­
dents are playing a game of pick-up 
basketball. 

At the far end, a group of coeds are 
concentrating on their matches on reg­
ulation tennis courts. 

Meanwhile, around the perimeter, a 
lonely runner is jogging away the 
miles, while several maintenance men 
in one corner are setting up for the 
college commencement exercises only 
48 hours away. 

While all this is going on, a glower­
ing Idaho sky is releasing tons of 

This unique 200 x 370 foot "rug" is rolled out directly over the center area and 
rolled up afterward on a 210-foot long core of JO-gauge steel. 
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water, which, under ordinary condi­
tions, would have brought all of the 
action to a halt. But this is the famed 
"Kibbie Dome" and anything­
including football-can be played re­
gardless of what's going on outdoors. 

In 1976, this domed Activity 
Center, constructed at a cost of 
$7,859,000, received the highest annu­
al award bestowed by the 72,000-
member American Society of Civil 
Engineers. It was named the "Na­
tion's Outstanding Structural Engi­
neering Achievement" -joining such 
celebrated award-winners as the St. 
Lawrence Seaway, the John F. Ken­
nedy International Airport, the St. 
Louis Gateway Arch, and New York 
City's World Trade Center. That's 
pretty fast company! 

During its first academic year after 
completion, U I's multi-purpose facili­
ty housed the regular home football 
games, two rock concerts, an invita­
tional indoor track meet, a trade 
show, the regular home basketball 
games, physical education classes, a 
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The Kibbe Dome ready for everything-basketball, tennis, volleyball, badminton, and track. Arrow at top shows where the 
rolled-up football "rug" goes. Arrow at side shows the court on which varsity basketball is played. 

full slate of intramural athletics. gen­
eral recreation. and commencement 
exercises . 

A huge structure. 400· feet long and 

400 feet wide, the Activity Center is 
covered with a unique 150-foot high, 
400-foot span roof. What's more, it is 
the U.S.'s only multi-purpose stadium 

that has an artificial-turf football field 
that can be rolled up out of the way 
during the off-season! 

(Continued on page 114) 

With temporary bleachers around three sides, the stadium can seat /0,000.for basketball. 
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Origi na ll y, the turf res ted on as­
pha lt, but once the roof was put into 
place the a sp ha lt base was cove red 
wi th a resilient, dura ble "Tartan" sur­
face suitable for track, tenni s, vo lley­
ball , p.e. classes, and non-a thleti c ac­
ti viti es. 

Foo tball fi e ld : T hi s uniqu e 200 x 
370 feet unitized piece of tur f provides 
a surface for footba ll , soccer. baseba ll 
and other sports norma ll y played on 
grass . It is rolled out directly over the 
center area and rolled up afterward on 
a 2 I 0- foo t long core of I 0-gauge stee l 
eight feet in diameter. 

Rolled up, the turf is stored (on its 
co re) agai nst a n end -zo ne wa ll be­
nea th tw o electric win ches bo I ted 
about 12 fee t off the ground and 210 
fee t apart. 

T he normal seati ng ca pac ity for 
football is 17.651 . Temporary ground 
level stands provide 3.349 additi onal 
seats. in creasing th e ca pac it y to 
21,000. 

The varsity basketball court is loca t­
ed in fro nt of the reserved sea t section 
of the grandsta nd. When the portable 
stands are ro lled into place around the 
three other sides of the court. the area 
provides seating for I 0.000 specta tors. 

The "Tartan" urethane surfacing is 
perm anently mark ed fo r eig ht basket­
ba ll courts (in add ition to a regulati on 
hard -ba se co urt for va rsi ty basket-

Kihhe Oome .fi'a fures a .fire-lane synthetic 
track similar to the one 11setf at the i\.1on­
treul Olympic.1·. 

hall) . eight tenni s court s. 11 vo lleyba ll 
co urt s, 16 hadmint on cou r ts. a nd a 
300-meter, 5- lane running track. 

Vari ous combinati ons of sports ac­
ti vities can he played sim ultaneously. 
thanks to ca nvas partiti ons that can 
di vide the area into three secti ons (as 
shown in the photos). 

The center al so has a full radi o/ T V­
pr ess-obse rva ti on ga ll ery a nd . fo r 
non-a thletic events such as concerts 
and commencement exercises. a por­
table stage that ca n utili ze the addi ­
ti onal seating on the play ing surface. 

The dome. curving on a radiu s of 
24 7 feet . is made of tw o layers of lam­
inated wood decking. with steel tubing 
structural bracing. The wood layers 
are separated by 7 2/J feet of air and 
bracing members. Factory-built in 2 x 
80-foot module s. the roof was site-as­
sembled into 12 x 240-foot spans (wa ll 
to peak): two such spans were hoi sted 
into place and fa stened to compose 
each complete arch section . 

Erection took ju st 24 working days 
on site. Insula ti on and weatherproo f­
ing were applied afterwards . The 
dome is designed to withstand violent 
wind s and storm s. 

The Acti vity Center was developed 
ov er a ten- ye ar peri od a nd was fi ­
nanced entirely through student fees 
and pri va te donati ons. 

The student fee is lev ied in part to 
encourage as much student use as pos­
sible. The intramural and recreational 
pr ogram s have been expa nding and 
will continue to do so. The center is a 
fa cility for all of the students. not just 
the few . gifted varsity a thletes. 

The intramural program offer s al­
most three-d ozen different acti viti es. 
in whi ch about 7oc;.. of lda ho·s 8.000 
students parti cipate . 

The facility is a cu ltural and eco­
nomi c asse t as well as a sports/ recrea­
ti on center. Trade shows. ex positi ons. 
rodeos. and majo r entertai nm ents are 
lured to Moscow year-round . Within a 
sh ort tim e after opening. for in stance. 
the Center hos ted a successfu I home 
and recreati on ex positi on. 

The hugeness of the progra m is not 
an unmi xed blessing. It brings with it 
problem s of staffing fo r supervision 
and offi cia ting. With nine courts. the 
Center could schedule 27 baske tba ll 
ga mes in an evening. hut how could 
such a progra m be staffed '> 

"U norga nized" general recrea ti on 
has had a hea lth y g row th sin ce the 
Ce nter was ope ned. Faciliti es no t pre­
viou sly scheduled arc available from 6 

A. M. to 10 P. M. a nd sco res of stu ­
dents are taking adva ntage of these 
opportunities. 

Still to com e a re on-si te locker 
room s and equipment-checkout fac ili ­
tie s: these will mak e genera l pa rti ci­
pa ti on even more attractive. 
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