
!.ester v:~ :3 b~=-:~ .:Cur..e ._25 l ?02; t~abel 0:1 ~ece.:::ber 23, 19~: G eo.:-ce on February 
13 1?07; and Bernard on June 2, 1909. Cur father, Loui f G ness was carried 
twice; t:r.e f). rst ti:ne to t.:artha 1.:athies::m and 4 c!:J.ildren y1e ·e born to this Ir.arria g 
George and a arl, ~ons, and Sadie and Lillian daughters. 1 Father lost by death 
~:is firstt wife and all the c :1i ldren exceot Lillio.n who grew to adulthood and was 
~arried to Roy Douglas . 

Dad's second. wife and our much -revered 1.:other was Jennie ~ary Eici. Dad and~
l.:othe r lived in bothl.70 scow and Genesee. I believe that Lester and Bernard were be 
in ?t.oscow and Mabel and I in Genesee. BO.ZN 

Vie ha d many rela ti v ~J.s in the 1.~0 scow a-rea . On Dad's side there were his bra
thers , Ole, John .and ~obert. Cn our ~other 's s~de there were Uncles Ben and Tone 
and.h.unts Tillie 1ladison, r~:in r.ie Clson, Clara Tijhompson, and Nellie S,;.'lith. Cur Aunt 
~illie and Nellie lived en farms 10 miles or so froo Moscow . Uncle Ben had a farrr 
adjacent to gur G:·andparents place. We children spent much time visiting and 
sta~ring on t!J.~e fo.r:ns a nd especially on our Grand parents place. Cur Grandmother 
Toline, was the gui~ing light to he r famil y , children and grand.ch..:..ldr·:.n. 

And then, our uncles Cle, John and Robert ~ad fi.:1e wives and f~ilie s v~ho 
were in ~oscow ~ost of our childh ~= ds. Uncles Cle and Robert ha d farms near ~oscc 
but ttis mo st have been before ny time as I ~ave no rem~~brance of their farms. 
Cne rath=r unique result of having so many relatives in ~oscow was that, in 1925 , 
4 graduates, all c8usins name ~ Ctness received t~eir ~igh Schoo: dir -o~as -- they 
we re Clga, 3oy, Lester andClara. 

A~ we lived in the heart of the Fal=use Country, cost of the jobs we had were 
related to f~: r.:1in[ . ·..r eworked in the harvest :'ields --" shocking" vlheat,8ats, 
b rley, etc, hayi.:;,~ and hel ;:-i::G ·:.'i th the threS;hins. Th ts v~as in the days of the 
s ta tiona ry thre s :-.i ng mac~1ines before co."J.b ine s were used . Jri ed peas were found 
to thrive in t~e ral8 USe e:::untry and 2 groqery-men--','Iashcurn a.nd ·,-:ilS8n--•;,:ent -
i .:1t~ the raisi.:1g of pure ?e8 seed. Thousands of acr_~ s of fe.r2 le.nd ·.'.·e:-e lensed ,.. ~ 
high - grade se~ d whic i were t~en plan ted all over the ~ort~~ e st~~ey ~ire6 boys to 
walk thr::ugh the fields and ;:ull out we -: ds and of r -grade peas . 3e :-nard and I v:~rkE 
o ·1 this ; it VJas ca ll ed "r~gueing". ·,-;e 3 boys al s o vvo rk~d ~n the ra:..lroad sect~on 
crew for t~e railroad near home . 

!..ester wa.s al\·:ays big and stror:g anC. ~e worl-:eC. herd du:::'i::g tie sum.:::e r~ month : 
S~,;.'le tL-:1es in roa d-bui.ld.ing and construct ion jobs . Ee and c ::-.usin :.:\oy (t.:'ncle John ' . 
s on) w8rked one sum: '.er at Potlatch :.n t:::e lur::be r nill . Thet .::t.:st :-. ::. ve csen a rou . 
::;;18 wtic!". w::.s t:1e l c.s t vee r of .ior ::.. c. .. ar J 1. .:.ll J of us tc·.·s '.'.'8rked. ~oeine 
:::ear:s on. the rid,:;e countr:r ne i:.a ':'roy. 1 :.:-: st·.· r and. I 2: nd cibusL:s ~~oy , E' :-ed. and 
:·~ ::-t :-; ·;. r v:or:-:ed i~ .!'orest -f~re prevention v:o r k c u t cf ..:..1}: ::ti ve r, Idah o . Lester ant 
~ . ':Jy '::o r :<:e ... : a.s l..8 ::::~ uts: I ·:..-crl<:ed 2 :.r8ars on trail r:laintenc.nce and one year as a 
L::: :::8~ t . .:j_en t l:e re v:e. ~ a forest fire re ported by thelo:)kouts , t :10s e of us on 
tra:l 2~ intenance had. to GO i~ediat£ly to the fi re. This i nv: lved back-~e.ckin£ 
to the site of the fire and setting up a Ca.rT.;J as be s t we c:I:uld s .r..d to central 
t h e blaze. S8ceti~es ~ore fire-fighters were sent in fro~ ~lk~ive r, 3ovill, 
:?·otl- tch a.:-2d even frc:-:1 i.:onta na. T:lis was s very rugged way to :-iake a living 
and 2. very isola te G. area in which to s ::end the s u.-n:::er. But most of the boys 
"stuc::<: it out " as i t we.s a go~c way t~ oake - .. a.r.d save--mcney. 

Cne ~ncid.en_: rwr.i?h <?CC :J.~red d'.l~ing the~e s~e:r months still lingers in my 
ne~o .:y · l no of J...~ fr1enas, Lester .n.l l en anc.Dav1.: Ka~r a n.d 1 dete::-.:nined thac we 
~o~la ~o up to. th~. lu.o~ering .. co.untr:;r and get work. This was at the end ~f our 
=.:, r ..... sh.~an Y~_ar'"" ~n .11 gh vch .~ :l, I believe. ';'!e t~ : ~ the Inland ~ru.:;:: ire train to 
· ~louxs e, , . 1a~··:-ng~on and the logging tr-ain from their to Potlatch, Idaho. 'iie 
~~llild no _worK lf Po tlatch; a kindly night-watc~an let us sle e~ in ~~e boiler rooo 
"'~ the ~11. ~o Keep wa~m. The next day we went to 3ovill and fro:n their to Elk 
~1 ver' flndL.g _ n~ work 1n these ?laces also. By t h.i s time we were starting to 
.:. e;_l frustra teQ so _we started to walk back to l.!osccw. In ~lk 2i.ver we stop red at 
a . o ro eery store ana bought so.c:.e bal'ead and weines. As we were trulcr:i:~ • 
h1ghway back to :aovill d. ~ ~ · .: on the 

we lscovered that the weinie s were s _t?iled, and 
we had 



- -- -- - --- - - -- . ... ··-·. 

{ 2) ... ~:: ::·. '·: :~: :::;i.~;~~i~~: 
to throw them away. '.'ie were starting to · learn the "facts or life·"~ .... :Anjw.ajj=: 

we walked all the way from Zlk River to Troy. W~ got into Troy very .;Late ; .: ,-;.; ··=··:'h·.~-~ 
probably it was almost midnight wehen we got there as all stores were l~kea ·uv~: 
and no one was on the streets. We 3 boys -curled up in a box-oar .near .-the ;· .rail~", 

•, road station to await the morning Nor.the rn Paoifio train to Moscow. .T: .. Soo.a£Jl:-.-~·."P~'~ 
: disooveeed that the fronf=.door to the hotel was open and so I went int~;':the_·~p~~~~ 
~ lobbey and sat in a chair until mornin& I don't know if the proprietor· :~wo~d Jha.•t:· 

objected or not. At any rate the next mornigg we .boarded the train for th6:_·:: a~~~ 
trip to Moscow. Now the, whole point or t~s l~ngthy narrative is m.y Dther-~a.:\~~~;~ 
reactton when I walked in the door in .Mosoow. She had been canning strawberrie~~~ 
and jam . and the aroma or all this was .heavenly ·to me. I am sure that Mo~er ·· in!~! 
particular, and Dad also were aware of the risks involved in ··kids taking "~: t1fr1·: · .. . 
this mature and also the possibility or injuries were we green kidssluckJ'. : ·~ . :;. 

· to find a job ; I am sure they worried about us. WhenMotber saw me the ·~lO~jfC: ; 
lovw and relief in her eyes spoke volumes abo ut her devotion to her ch~·ldra_l!.~~~~ 

• · . ~: ' •• ::l .. u!'i~':.. 

We will always be indebted to Lester, after his grad uation fro~ the Unive•a~~ 
in 1925 and before going to Spokane to work for the bank, for hi s work in· hel:·}(i~g.~~ 
to re-model and modern i ze our home. Bernard also worked hard on thi s. This meant 
so much to all the family ·:: · · ".-:,:~:; ·:,·.: . . . . ... . .. '· - , .. 

. ,· , •.. ,"" .. ;~ " ... 

For s r orts we all played games like boys have done for many years--baseball·, ·;_ 
football, basketball , etc but none of us had any outstand i n g talent . We also ·; 
played tennis on the tennis courts at the Unive r s i t y dur i ng t he summer months •. We ... 
set up a jumping pi t near our house. I believe that Mab e l was good at this _and · · 
also in running . Y.itds i n our neighborhood used to congregate on the "·flat"'' east 
ot our house where t here used to be an athletic field before the Harvester Plant 
was built. ~e used to compete mos tly in track event s. I be l ieve Leste r's gr oup 
was call ed the "1w!ohawks;" we smal l fly cal l ed ourse l ves "Sagles " . 

Foe swimr::ing the r e wa s a crude --but adequate:.t facility <ial led t he "Sand Pi t '• 
w:-tich was on the Nor thea st edge of town . b'oe some years sand had. bee n ex ca va ted 
in this a r ea which was used for construct ion in t he Moscow a r ea. Aft e r t he san~ 
wa s .. mos t ly us e d u p t here remained a n a rea s uitable for :: swimming . Thi s "Sand Pit" 
wa s fed by nat u~al spr ings a nd there was a n outlet so the wate r did not become 
stagnant . '//e 3 boys learned to swim here as did countless o t hers. To r:J.y knowl e dge 
the r e were neve r any drownings here in thi s un- supe rvise d pool . I n t he wintee 
the wa~e r froze ove r and i t was used fo r i c e - skating . In add i tion to the ''SandPit" 
the r e were at l east 2 other places wh ch were used fo r sw imming--one wa s called t he 
"~·.ludhole " arrl wa s aotly na~ec. . 

'.'linte rs in thos e days sta r teC. i n Novemb er usually and we were al l useu. to 
trud gi ng t hrough t he snow we 11 i n to Feb ruary . rb r t h of our hous e was a large 
hilly fa rm owne d by Glen San de r s and i t was i dea l fo r coast i ng , s kiing and a l so 
tobogganing . Coa st ing on t h e streets of Moscow wa s a lso ve r y po pular. 

So, all in al l, Moscow was a good area for boys to de velo p in; girls may not 
ha ve found i t so but we boys learned to "rough it" . The educational advantages 
of a Uni versity t own we r e e vident to botp boys and girls. 

.~ \ ,4 • ~ 

We ~ad some a ccidents and sicknesses, of course. Le s ter broke his ar.u1 while 
play i ::g footba l l. Mauel was very ill for a time with wha t may have been ,-apP.en-

. dicitis. George, who stayed wi th the Grandparents Eid for an ext ended t~me, fel l 
on a grub-axe · _!i_hiJ:~ "hel pi n g" his Uncle Tone and Grand Unc le Anton load 'hay t'rom. 
a haystack to be used for badd1ng for the cattle. This was in wintertime and . · 
resulted in a gash on the right side of my chin. Bernard and I both had pad ralls; 
he from a po plar tre e southeast ·of our hose and I f rom tae barn behind ... .our house. 

",:! 
..~ .. .:'·~ ... - ·.' . 

F9r colds, Mother always gave us hot lemona·cte -and we had our chests -.rubbed · wit 
Analgesi c balm whi ch was t hen co vered with a flannel c loth. She had neve.r heard ol' 
Vitamin C but I am sure this t reatment would be approved of today . Through all our 
si cknes s ~s she gave us t&nder loving care. As I ha ve said befo r e we could always 
s e e her ..... ovi ng care for her chi ldre n. .. · 

OurMmther wa s desperat ely il l onc e and we children wi l l neve r - ~~rget it. 
Her conditton was d>o critical t hat man:v of our relati ves came to~~~·see us. 



-· 
~ c~n ~e ~e~be ~ taki~G li:~lc brot~cr l6ha r d by t~e ~end nnd~we went int? ou r 
~e~ r=o~ an~ kne l t and praye1 f o r he r recovery . I an su r e t, .at all who ~new 
~.:~ the r we.- r e ; r ayin: also . I ca~ rec.::ll her ~cine te.ken tc Dr . Cc. :-~i t!'le r' s 
to~pi ta l a nd, t~a nkful ly , she recove r ed . Th1 s ~as a ve r y t :- ~in~ t1~e fo r 
Jad a nd al l the child ren a nd f riends , and r e l e t 1ves . 

I s-:::en t quite c:i. bit :::::f' ti.:Je li vin..-: at t he Grandpc'! r en ts Zi4 5 f arn: Aunt r:ellie 
t:ok .::1ost o f the ca r e of c e . I t~i~~ t his was in 1911 and 1 912 as 1 can r emember 
t!'lei r talki nG about 'ilood r ::w " ilson 'Nin!;inc; t te election for Pr esident over Taft a:
r:·odd•r :l.~oseve l t . J a.r. no• sur e v:hy I s:-:en t so much ti::1e ·:.~ith the Granc:-arents 
':)~t I su;::"ose it was ··· be~ause cur !.~o the r - !'lad all she could handl~ especially ':Jitr.. 
:~~ily .::1ovin5 . f~9~ ~enesee to ~sc::::~, etc . . I must have been scn~thi~r ~fa 
,3-nC.c :-in.~ .:11 : 1e " as I have been r.olc t :1at I used to wande r do·Nn t9wn by r.qself 

and look iri the sto ::-e ':Jind::::ws: a butcher th~ug.1.t I loo:-=ed hunc;r ':/so he used to 
,~~ -., .- r.:e 'c~l:c."'ln or sau s a[;e . To t~is de? I l~ve to ':Jalk . 

~~ :-i:1~ tte influenza epide.:Jic of 1917 - 1918 the sct~~l nurses used to take t~~ 
~e~· rature ~ of t~e children tefo:-~ we we r e ner~it:ed to attend schc : l . So~e 
:-:id h 0::!r:.i that e.. hieh temr..erature co 1ld be induce:: if one rut a pe;::;er:::int or 
s.:::-:e sen-sen under ~ur tongues. So vJe ·:;~rked this a few t~mes and spent t ~1c cay 
~~ playi ~ around t~~n; we never got caught. 

?erna c and I ~e ~ e ~articular'li~inc f~r oni=n -t~ ~s (f ~esh frJ~ t~e 
ca:-den ) as sanc:.v.:..ch - fillers . ··' it!'l our :.:other' s delicious t~-~e -r::ade br~ad v:e 
~ne~ we ta~ a real ~elicacy . 

i-. tri~ of a~~.r distance ·:ms a fi::e eY.;Je r ienc.,.c ~or us . Going d:-·:;n t:- Lev.•ist~:! 
::n t~e.t s:.eep cre.de •:;as 2. t:-.rill. ..;, fe,:: tice sw·:re.::t t~ 5o:}:ar:e =-n ~~e electric 
r2.ilr"2.d Cn"c ~ad tO"~ -:-:e,... , .. ,,,...~ <>nd ..,e ... ,.,. r:: _..., :-.,ne a.,d f- .,..,.,-thore o'·-"'r ... ..., ·.:e.. ··c.·e., 

"-' • ""'-' -.....,~.\,. -..1 - ~J. ....... -- ::J. !..-1 ,.......; o...J , ,. '-J .... U ... ... - v-... •• '-" 'lw - vv .... J .J. 

Lake and th~ Coeur dAlene co~ntry . Fro~ ther~ we took a host t~in down ~= St . 
Joe and ~ ~ 1··aries and be..c~ . '.':e did a little fis hi ::g and S\'Jim.'Ji::g-cn e::.s tri- . 
~e wsre Sl~ply over - joyed and a~preciRtive . 

~lea2e excuse t he re..re~ling~ as I wr ite 
· ~ ,t Les• .. b 1 · so~e of my recollection s . I ~n:·;1 
v•-- ..,e r ,.-::n e anc. Bern2 r d all ·.vill h::1ve ~any interesting tji~6S to recall 

seecs to center on ne ~hich is socet~i~g I for you •. ·.~.~is -.,·.hole narrative 
hac not intended it to be 
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