Lester was bcra June 25 1302; Mabdbel on .Jdecexber 23, 130f:Ceorge on February
13 1907; and Bernard on June 2, 1909. Cur father, Louiy Ufness was married
twice; the first time to lartha Mathieson and 4 children were born to this marriag
George ané IFarl, sons, and Sadie and Lillian daughters., Father lost by death
nis firsttwife and all the caildren excepnt Lillian who grew to adulthood and was
married to Roy Dougleas.

4

Dad's second wife and our much-revered Mother was Jennie Mary Eid. Dad and 3=
L.other lived in bothlMpscow and Genesee. I believe that Lester and rnard were b=
in Moscow and Mabel and 1 in Genesee. BoRN

We had many relativé% in the Moscow a-—rea. On Dad's side there were his bro-
thers , 0Ole, Jochn and Robert. Cn our Mother's side there were Uncles Ben and Tone
andaiunts Tillie hiadison, lMinnie Clson, Clara TQjhompson, and Nellie Szmith. Cur Aunt
7illie and Nellie lived cn farms 10 miles or so from Moscow, Uncle Ben had a far:
adjacent to gur Grandparents place, We children spent much time visiting and
stayinz on tnge farms and especially on our Grandparents place. Cur Grandmothe:
Toline, was the guiding light to her family,children and grandchildrwn.

and then, our Uncles Cle, John and Robert had fine wives and fomilies who
were in lloscow most of our childhcocds. Uncles Cle and Robert had farms near Lipscc
but this must have been before my time as I have no remembrance of their farms.
Cne rath:r unique result of having so many relatives in lLioscow was that, in 1925,
L, graduates, all ccusins name. CGtness received their High School dirlomas--they
were Clga, Roy, Lester andClara.

o

y, nost of the jobs we had were

As we lived in the heart of the Palcuse Countyp
related to fuirming. e worked in the harvest fie
b rley,ete, hayi
h

-

ing lds~--"shocking™ wheat,oats,
vinz and helprirng with the thresihing. This was in the days of the
stationary threshing machines bYvefore combines were used. Dried peas were found
to thrive 1n the Palcuse Gountry and 2 grogery-men--Washturn end "ilscn--went .
into the raising of pure pez seed. Thousanés of acres of farm land were leased *
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digh-grade se=d which were then planted all over the NorthwsestThey hired boys to
walk through the fields and pull out we-ds and off-grade peas, Zernard and I worke
91 this; it was called "rogueing”". °/e 3 boys also work=sd o5n the railrcad section
crew for the railroad near home.
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ter was always big and strong ané he worked hard during th
s i e Jonn':
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e
in road-building and constructicn jobs. He and ccusin Roy
ed one sumrer at Potlateh in the lucbe r mill., That zmust b
h was the last yesr of iorié war # l. 411 3 of us kors o o
the ridze country ne:a Troy. Lzster and I apd chusins &y, P
hur worked in forest-fire prevention work cut cf <lk R\ ver, Idakos . T 8
workxe. &s Lgckouts: I werked 2 rears on trail nmaintenance and one year as a
zout. .inen there wess a forest fire reported by theloskouts, thoss af us on
il meintenance had to go immediately to the fire. This invclved back-zacking
to the site of the fire and setting up a camp as best we ciulé znd tc control
the blaze. Scrmetimes more fire-fighters were sent in from ZlkRiver, Bovill,
otl:.tch and even from ilontana, T:is was s very rugged way to make a living
and 2 very isolated areaz in which to spend the summer. But most of the boys
"stuck it cut" as it was a good way to make--and save--mcney.

Cne inciden® which occurred during these summer months still lingers in ny
nemory. Two of my friends, Lester allen andDavi. Kay and 1 dete-mined that we
ﬁould £0 up to_tng lumbering*country and get work. This was at the end of our
sreshgan yiarh%n igh Schscl] I believe. e tozk the Inland Zmcire train to
-élouxse, #asilngton and the logging train frem their to Fotlatch, Idaho, 'We
found no work in Fotlatch; a kindly night-watchman let us sleer in the boiler roon
e the mill to Xeep warm. The next day we went to Bovill and from their to Elk
§1ver, flndlng_no work in these 2laces also. By this time we were starting to
Teel frustrated so we started to walk back to lloscocw., 1In Zlk River we stopred at
& grocery store and bought some beead and weines. : )

: ) ] AS we were trudging on tp
highway back to Bovill we discovered thet the weini A g
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to throw them away. We were starting to learn the "facts of life". . Anyway
we walked all the way from Zlk River to Troy. We got into Troy very late; .. .- "z
probably it was almost midnight wehen we got there as all stores were locked up
and no one was on the streets. We 3 boys curled up in a box-car near the rails
, road station to await the morning Northern Pacific train to Moscow. . Soon-I.
. discovemed that the fronf-door to the hotel was open and so I went into ‘the & e
: lobbey and sat in a chalr until morning I don't know if the proprietor would have.
objected or not. At any rate the next mornigg we boarded the train for the short:
trip to Moscow. Now the whole point of thés lengthy narrative is my Madther's 's:i:h
reaction when I walked 1A the door in Moscow. She had been canning strawberrie
and jam and the aroma of all this was heavenly to me. I am sure that Mother, in™
particular, and Dad also were aware of the risks involved in kids taking "a,G z
this mature and also the possibility of injuries were we green kidsslucky
to find a job ; I am sure they worried about us., WhenMother saw me the “logk:
love and relief in her eyes spoke volumes about her devotion to her childres,

We will always be indebted to Lester, after his graduation from the Univemsit
in 1925 and before going to Spokane to work for the bank, for his work in helping:s.
to re-model and modernize our home., Bernard also worked nard on this, This meaat
so much to all the family. e

For srorts we all played games like boys have done for many years--baseball, -
football, basketball, etc but none of us had any outstanding talent. We also &
played tennis on the tennis courts at the University during the summer months., We -
set up a jumping vit near our house. I belleve that Mabel was good at this and -
also in running. ¥igds in our neighborhood used to congregate on the "flat™ east
of our house where there used to be an athletic field before the Harvester Plant
was built. We used to compete mostly in track events, I believe Leste r's group
was called the "Mohawks;" we small fly called ourselves "Zagles",

Foe swimming there was a crude--but adequate= facility €alled the "Sand Pit"
which was on the Northeast edge of town. Ioe some years sand had been excavated
in this area which was used for construction in the Moscow area. After the sand
was"mostly used up there remained an area suitable for :8wimming , This "Sand Pit"
was fed by natural spiings and there was an ocutlet so the water did not become
Stagnant., e 3 boys learned to swim here as did countless others. To my knowledge
there were never any drownings here in this un-supvervised pocl. In the wintee
the water froze over and it was used for ice-skating. In additicn to the "SandPit"
there were at least 2 other rlaces wh ch were used for swimming--one was called the
"iudhole" and was avntly named,

Winters in those days started in November usually and we were all useu to
trudging through the snow well into February. North of our house was a large
hilly farm owned by Glen Sanders and it was 1ldeal for coasting, skiing and also
tobogganing. Coasting on the streets of Moscow was also very popular,

So, all in all, Moscow was a good area for boys to develop in; girls may not
have found it so but we boys learned to "rough it", The educational advantages
~of a University town were evident to both boys and girls,

We Had some accidents and sicknesses, of course, ILester broke his arm while
rlaying football. Mabel was very 11l for a time with what may have been appen-
dicitis. George, who stayed with the Grandparents ZEid for an extended time, fell
on a grub-axe while "helping" his Uncle Tone and Grand Uncle Anton load hay from.
a haystack to be used for badding for the cattle. This was in wintertime and '
resulted in a gash on the right side of my chin. Bernard and I both had bad falls;
he from a porlar tree southeast of our hose and I from the barn behind.our house.

For colds, Mother always gave us hot lemonade and we had our chestﬁlfuhbad'wit
Analgesic balm which was then covered with a flannel cloth. She had never heard of
Vitamin C but I am sure this treatment would be approved of today. Through all our

Sicknesses she gave us tender loving care. As I have saild befors
see her loving care for her children. FS we gould slways

CurMmther was desperately 111 once and we children will never forget it.

] o us.
Her condition was &o critical that many of our relatives came to 8es
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¥ can re-erber tal cing 1i{¥le brother 2enard by the hand an§ we went 1049 gur
hedrsom ancé knelt and prayed for her recovery. I am sure that all who Xnew
\’other were prayins also. I carn reccll her teing taken te Dr. Cerritier's

osrital and, thankfully, she recovered. This was a very trving tire for
Dad and all the children and friends, and relatives,

I scent quite a bit of tizme livins at the Grandparents Zi®S farm: Aunt liellie
t20k most of the care of me. I thin% this was in 13911 and 1912 as 1 can remember
their talking about Vlocdrcw wilson winning the election for President over Taft ar
Teddvy HRoosevelt. T am no* sure why I sreat so much time with the GCrandrarents
but I sunrose it was» bed®ause our liother had all she cculédé handle especially with
namily moving Trom Genesee to liscow, etc. I must have been scmethin~ f a

nancerin~s VWillie"™ as I have been {olé that I used to wander down tO¥WN by nmyself

-

and look ind the store windcws: a butcher thcught I looxed hungr 7 so he used to
: » T -
~ive me bolcgna or sausage, To this day 4 lave to walk.

During the influenza epidenic of 13917-1918 the schcol nurses used to take the
Temy ‘Tatures of the ch;ldrep teforz we were rermitted to attend schecol. OSome
2id heoard theaet a hi sh temrerature co:lé be induced if one put a penpermint or
some sen-sén under dur tongues. E£o we worked tnls a few times and spent the day
in playiqg ar:und trwn; we never got caught.

Berna & and I had a particular'liking for onizn-tocrs (feesh from the
carden) as sandwich -fillers., «ith our liother's delicisus home-made bread we
Xnew we had a real Aelicacy

& trip of any distance was a fine experlence far us. Golng dswa ts lLewlstsh
cn that steep grade was a thrill, A few timesYwtent to Spckare on *he clesctrie
railrcad. Cnce Jad tock Bernar? and nie +to 8xckane and fromthere ovar to Heyden
Lake and the Coeur dAlene country. From there we took a boat trip down tc Sg.
Joe and &t karies and back, Ve did a little fishing and swimming cn this tri-.
ve wsre simdly over-joyed and appreciative,

o “leace excuse the ram2lings as I write some of my recollections Xnow
tiat Lester,label and RBerna d 3 e N . ns, 4 Xnow
, Bernard all will have many interesting things to recall
far you (N
. gt

e
+al1s whole narrative seems to center on me wh
haéd not intended it to be
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