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4e wers rich, a2t least I thought we were. 'ell, maybe not rich, bt well off,
averything seemed %o work perfectly, but meybe 11t was because [ was the aby of

the fanily and the sthers....z very dear fdother, a styong Father who had overcome
trasadies in nio saxrly 1ife, an aver loving sister Hadbel, an older brothsr Lesier,
whe could malie the wmost intersesting nlaythinzs without cost and then 'weother leoxgs,
who was ay body mwotector, This combinetion made my 1if2 sasy and I didn'i have 3
*hing 10 9erTy about....l let the others inke chazge and I just had fun!

sverythin: seemod lo wexk pexfectly, but as I look back 1t was Decause of the

above menitloned tean's aifort.

i had a hand duz well, equipped with a tucket, rope and sullsy. 'his pullsy s

y marvelous Inveniicn as a person could pull down on the rope 0 jet the mcket
Yeseesurely 2 o0t sasler on the tack and 1t never wome out or bLeoke lown, 2 Peally
owed alot o this pert of our operation. I never recall the well leing frozen in the
wintor, 25 w8 a real threal for those depvending on 2 sump. e 2ould -isnend on
having “mier although it was hard % cowe by I 2m sure,

Hother had other convenisnces itco, such a2 2 brass scrnb doard and 2 2ouple of

tEin MtE.ee.one for the first 'msh water axl the other for the rinse, Tha foramer
*ub was 21so used for ocur iaturday nishi heths which we iook in Hother and Tad's
hedrocn, warmed for the ocsasion in the wintortice by a smali coteihellied atove,
Jeinz tho smallest and younzest member of the bath party I wag usually last ic anter
the fub. I never recall the water being wo cold so the kitchen stove must have
boen suonplying wern water 25 needed,

he ocoal oll lanps were 2asily maintained. “he wicks 2ad i Le cut cccasionally
and the soot romoved from the chimney glass, but that zgoin was none of my worxy.

The winters were rather long and there was a loit of snow cover, The precipitation
averaged 20 inches 2 year and this fell mostly in the winter. I vecall 35° below
zerc at times and our house was not insulated. e Doys alept upstairs and it was
zold, Ceorge helped “eep me warm, but Lester slept alome, 'fe had no heat in the
rooms upatairs, but I'1l hever forget YMother coming up with warm bricks covered by
woolan 'mdervear scraps. She was always checking to see that we were well,

fother was an sxcellent cook and I can picture her small pantry shers she vworked
up such good wead, cockies, cakes, lefsa, flat wread oic. The potato water-yesast
starter jar was always alive and produced the hest tasting bread imsginable,
The wood=coal acok stove was just rizhi for cocking. 0Oad wes a good provider for
food and made it clear % us that an Otness never gets sick as we eat right; he
also said an Ctness ie aluays honest and never ended in jail., He was a zreat
reader of sood literature and seemed to know about every country in the world,

Althouzh we didn't have much in material things but we ceriainly made it up in
other ways that count,
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ivother Lester, the sldest, was a3 Yoy of action, le 1idn't have much o work with,
ut somshow No managed o keep us all entertained. i made swings, sling=-shots,

darts, whistles (fzom willow limbs), sleds, a3tilts, tobosgans, wagons, skis, wooden
sars 3tc. Une of his favorite accomplishments was the "Ride For Your Life". This was
a pulley and = rope from the bern top to ths ground, I$ was 2 »oal thrill holding
onto the pulley and hoping for a safe lamding., Another zood zame he had was "Cracking
the “hip". This was accomplished by lining up a string of kids holding hands and
running in a circie. The bizger xids would be in the center, <Jentrifugal force
caused the kids on the and of the line to run realily fast....faster than they could,
30 they would go nead over heels, To get real action the big boys ai the center would
stop and mull back to et "cxacking the whip"” action.

Uther toys that fascinated us were mdde from uilding Tlocks, match boxes, thread
3apools and rubber hands, finding the hidden thinble wua zreat sport as were the
usuzl pastime games of Thg, Aniti=cver, Numble Pag or playing catch with a3 ball,
lorseshoe nltching using old worm out horse shoes tested our contzol, As we grew
clder, we went for baseball, football and basketiall, Ceorge s2id we were not very
good at these, but I recall ne was really szood in the skillad 3poris....but 'mas an
athlete who would rather spend his times on books or studyinz, He used to urge 2nd
implore me to take my hooks home and study with 1ittle aweil,

A UAg avent in our early 1life was when Lestar 2ot a 2ouple of bicyecles. These had
Yeen in 3 wreck and considered worthless, but Lester fixed them up and ome was rTeal
s0od, The other one was a lemon and Ceoxge ot this one. I finally inherited *hese,
Thay were handy in zoing to the "mudpond” swhmming holes., 1 don't see how George
could stend having me on the hars - it would be difficult to ride 3 bike alone on
those roads, Speaking of swimdng holes, it must have been 3 real worry for Hother.
{ids were zetting idptheria and many diseases and aiso several drownings cccurred.

Jy older orothers Lester and Georpe were zrent for ze, but 1 also had sister Yabel,

4@ 31l had her and we think she iz the best sister of all iimes, My first recollsctions
are times spent with May. In the spring we would zo back in the kills and pick

wild flowers....lamnb's Tongues, Juttarcups, Pussywillows, Lady Slippers, Grass didows 2ic.
I know Mabel %00k care of me as Mother was 111 at this time., le would catch bees in
glass jars anl explore the marvsls of nature, To zatch 3 “mble bee in a hollyhock
flower was a great accomplishment,

Yhen I atarted school I really wasn't ready, but I had Mabel to help me. ¥e had %o
learn poems in those days and Mabel always saw to it that I learned my lesaons =

this also goes for spelling and arithmetic....l had a privmate commsslor, Dad called
May "Mool", They were so close, :

Recalling the earlier days would not be complete without mentioning Ray Steven. Ray
was older than we were and was unstavle. I suppose he was an idiot. He went "all
out" and I am sure that Lester got a real Ymng out of him....perhaps lsading hia on.

In 1918 when I was nine years old we fimally had a well dug 80 ft. deep and put
in a hand pmip....we were gradually getting modern. In 1925 after Lester graduated
from college he ineisted that we go all out and rebuild and imetall plumbing. do
hired a carpenter, plumber, slectrician atec. but Lestor was still the mailn cog o
set the jobh done....he 4id not go to work on his cwn until the job was done.
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Just roceding this time Mabel had zraduated from high school and went to Lewision
Hormal summer school and tanght eight grades that fall, did the janitor work and
svorything at the Aspindale country school. I kmow those kids zoi o good odueation
23 Mabel was immediately in demand 28 a leacher.

dhen I was about 12 years old I z=an into some bad envirorment, i3 name wes "Lea”
and ho came from castern Montana. He was from a large mruly Tardlyee.eea real toush
#id, He had a lot of idens so wo were busy btuilding shacks, caves, mnting ste.
Uno winior we were oul unting for mbbits with 22 rifles., Lon 3tcls some twist
chewing tobacco from hin Jad., I »as never 30 olck in ay 1ifte...I had % lle down
fazﬂbmxtm'mmm anow covered stxmw siack, JSome ids would d4ig holes and
recof tho %ope 2nd have a stove and chimney, I% wea Lon's Tavorits trick %0 zut a sack
inmesmmﬁﬁpemﬂsmmﬂm%pm. the only *ime I zot Tired in my 1lifs is
when #e sere oul niching strowberries....ws icok our bedrolls and found jobs vherever.
Ay wo wexs in Yiola aocuntains »icking strawberries. The owner iold us ‘o zut the
1itidle ones on the boittom and the big ones on the top. Ieamuddngdomﬂ;am
next o the cwnor vho was also picking. len oaid, "put the iz ones on the ottom
and the 1ittls ones on top”. e wexe Tired on tho spot.
I'1) never forzet one time we were -utting up o chicken wire fence when 2 nlece of
the wire hooked him in the white of his gys. "here he stood with about 15 feet of
sizht foot wide chicken wire dangling from his oye. I was able %o fish=hook ii out
and we went right on with the mroject.

ine cold, weti winter day 2 friend of alne soid we ashould take hic Father's wozkhorse
“eon and ride out W the Yoscow mouniains....ne hed Trelatives there and they would
@ to it that we hod o good ameal before our return home. The horses were al
Joaborzo's barm and were skinny with sherp dack bones., Yo one mas at the farmhouse
when we 2ot there....we were wet, itired and sore riding hare back, dut had o
coniirme back NOMS....1 Wa8 never 30 zalded in oy iife.

Une Sunday I took Lon %o Sumday school with mo. There was 2 lidded coal heatding stove
in the center of the room which we woxe stiting cround., For no zcod Teason Len
lifted the 1id and with his hand full of soot, wiped it acrose the Tace of 3 rather
sisgy type kid next o him., I hed just about hed it with him. He was strong and 2
good faxm hand ond we used o 3o haying in the summer. Len quit high achool in about
the cophomore yoar and Joined the Marines, e wxote me from Juan that he was homssick
and could mmell the now 20WN hof....lt was that time of year. Len was in the Marines
in the Pacific in dozxld Yar II and I am sure he save a3 good account of himself,

weorze, in his aceount, *o0ld o the Influenua apidemic of 1913. I resember one time
I wad 2 temperaturs of 1049 50 was twld % zo home Trom schools I met another kid
cutside, who was 2130 40id to 70 home, e told me the best thine o o was 2at some
abbege. There was snow on the ground, tut we uncovered some odibis cabhage in a
fleld near home and svent the day there acating it....hov 44d ho know about vitamins?

dome other avents I renember include a fall I tock from he highest voplar tree

in 3 vow of twees., I gwabbed 2 top limb that was too ssall....ii bwoke and I s¢ild
Zei the falling mt&onﬁich..aemdtotakeaioag time, I remember nitting the
sroumd, Georrs daid our German neighbor lady idartha Zlowzen {sp) helned carry me
honas I nad no after offects excent for serhaps my aindl
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¥oving plctures were coming into use and we had a srojector and an animated strip showing
2 man yotting on a diving board, diving into the water then out and back on the diving
hoard, Je ren it osver and over, I wonder what light was used io project rf.he in3z2eeene
nezhaps 2 candla, 1% was a zreat show....usually shown in o bedvoon or bad lofis
curtains, fake tickets, ushers, poncorn aic. accompanied the picture,

Cur family Sunday dinners were reel productions. Yo met at vorious Tamm houses, ui
usually at Grandma 21d's house, Getting there was often by an old flat ded “ruck
which was rourh riding. The women prerared zreat meals, and real oreanm ice crean
w23 mede for dsssert.

Sonfires provided a2lot of snteriaimment amd also some mad burns, I remember we used
‘o shoot pigeons, rTachits atc. with sling shots or perhaps ixap them, vJe would dress
theme..owrap in mud and cook 28 the Indians did, I never rocall being able %0 eat
any of theSe....00 way to chew the iough meat, ut I have never izsted a veller baked
~otaic than those we %took out of the coals,

ur folks were very zocd about helping others and we had several 3taying with us at
tinmes, uUur dear ccusin Yioclet wa=z one, thile there she was ziven zyiority om ail the
gocdiea., It scemed 0 2ze that she was hrought Oranges, Hershey bars ate, Ly others,

1 romenmber waiting in line to get the Orange peel or the Hershey wrapper (it smelled
30 sood). There was a0 animosity shown by any of us children....we all loved Violet.

The Jouglas fasdly wae also frequent callers. Those were the culest ikids,...it all
seens like 2 dreza aow, Thelr Tather Roy worked ait the lfoscow hotel and brought
fLas newspapers, aspecially on Sunday. Drother George just had o zet these o read
30 we had a constant appoiniment o visit and play with Louie, ‘arren and Sordy.

I #ill never forget when brother Geozge asked our Hother if he could have me, le
has done his best o ‘ake care of 3e sver since,

I know we were 211 hrowghit up io be honest in all thimgs., The conscience of "inner
man” as Uad oalled it, in very stvong in our make up thanke c our !Mother and Father's
afforis throughout our earlier lifs, lords cannot adequately express the love and
virtues of our Mother....l must leave this to our memories.

As George sald in his write-up, this seems 0 be from the "I" standpoint....but how
alse can it be deplcted....z0 for vhat it's worth.









	CH_McInturff_013_p001
	CH_McInturff_013_p002
	CH_McInturff_013_p003
	CH_McInturff_013_p004
	CH_McInturff_013_p005
	CH_McInturff_013_p006

