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!.ie were rich, ~:t le.~t. 1 tho~t ue !fare. 11e:U, mcqbe not rich, hut ~ell of f . 
C.'varJthing '3oomed ~o :.101'k ~ectly, but ~be i t was 'beca.&me I ~as tna be.by of 
the :fwdJ.v and tho othere •••• a ~! dear No t.her, a etron,~ J'a.ther :'lho had ovarcome 
t'raJ.J edies in nin oo.rl y jj,.fa, an ~ l oving s i s tar Mabel, an ol der brother 1sst..er, 
~ rould m ka ~e :aost interae~ ~.l.a.y'thii\.:,'75 m tbout cost ·and ~en ::xrother :; oorge, 
:~he ~ "':JY OOd;y lll'OtectDr. 'lhis oombina.t1on :~e ~ ll.:f'a eany "1J'ld l didn1 t have ~ 
':115.n.G w ::~crry about •••• I l et t.he Qthe!:'3 take cha:l'ga !!Dd. ! ~u.st had fun! 
-"''ve:eyt.hi n:j; ~ to ""JJO:ri< ,crfact.l.y, but. as I l ook 'back it was ~cause of ·~.~ 
~oo11e r.Jent.io:r..ed tea.'ll1 s ~:f.:f'ort. 

"!e ~~ a ru-m (~ w4:3.l.1. , ~ui"?:.>ad td.th a bue.'tet, l."'!Je .:uxi ;>Ullay. ::h i 3 pull~y :faS 
1 !:k-u-ve.lo\13 i n'YI!!Jnt .icn a.s '3. ~~n could ;nUl d<mn on ·tne :ope -to .~at ~ 1ucket 
U?· ••• surely .:G'.ot ~~ier on ·Ute "OO.d< 3nd 1 t newr "':IO:t"e out or ~rol~e 1o-.m. ·-:e "!"?'.!al:!.y 
owa i ~ot to this .:.:ert of our O!Jemtion. I never :recall the ·:rel.:.. ".x:?ing f ro"'.an i n ·the 
win"Wx, ~ ~ 3 :re...U. threat for 7lwse de~ <'.ln .l. ~ump. i O ocmld ·J.e~ ·:m 
1:l.~ving " JC'~..ar :l.l though it ~m.~a ~~-.! to oome by I .:.m ~ur0. 

~~other had other oonveni312ces teo, suet;~ -a.2 a ~e sc:r-tb boa:rU :m:l .. ~ ;JOuple of 
tin "'.nbe •••• one f o:- the :fi r.; t :~ water and the o~r :fo:t" ~e rlnse. lh~ :foner 
-tnb ~4a.S :3.1oo used f or our .~turday ~t beths whicil ~-1e took ln :,!other and Da.d' 3 
~m. 11ezmed f or ·~e o~ion in the 'd ntort.ioe ":Jy 3 small I[)O·tJ.i~lliad gt..ove. 
J eing !lt0 ~est .::.nd ~roungoot :nember of i:.he tn·l:h ~y I ~~ 1.1S'JQl l y last t.o enter 
t he t.ub. I never :rec.:ill the ~~a:ter 'being too cold so tha !~1 'id1oo .3tove :nust h.:lve 
Oeen suw l;yillg we.rli1 ~ ter :!D needed.. 

::Jle ~ oiJ. 13.:'".11;8 "lfe..""'9 9a.sU y maintained. 1be •d cks had t.o Je rut cccasiOMJ.l :r 
:md. t.~e soot Z'IOOX>vod f':rom ·ihe chimney glass, but t.ha t ~_.ain r.m.s nona of my worry. 

'llie 'dnters w2re :rather loll6 and "there ~ a lot of snow cover. 'lhe -;a:eci.Pi t.a.tion 
a.·~ ZO inch~ a~ and this fell !lO.~Uy in tJle wintar. ! reeall J5° bel ow 
zerc a.t times and our house ':f38 not insulated. :ie boys alept upet.&i.%8 300 1 t t~aa 
Q::>ld. ~eoJ:ge helped !teep mo wars, bit Lester l!llept alone. "ie had no heat in tlle 
Z'OOIIB upeta.i..m, but I 1 11 bewr forget ~ther coa1Dg ~ td t.h •IB.ftl bricks oowred by 
!fOOlen ~mar sc..""aps. She waa aJ.-w:qs checltin(& to aee that we were ifell. 

Mother qs an excellent cook am I can picture her small paDi'z'J mero she lfOxked 
up such good "bread, ooold.es, cakes, lafsa, f"..a.t bread etc. 'Ihe potato ~tar-yeast 
starter jar wa.s always Cllive and ,rocluced -the beat. tasting bread i..tasg1Dable. 
'lhe wood-coal aook stove was just rl8ht tor cooking. "Oa.d ~ a good ,zovider for 
food and !IBda it clear to us that an OtDeaa nawr gets s ick as we eat ~tt he 
also said an OtDees is al1«3,18 hoftiJet and never encJM in jail. He vaa a. ~t 
.reader of good 11 te:ra.-ture end seemed to know about f!l'lerY country in the ~ld, 
ne wmted to know it all. 

Although we didn't haw !lR.lCh ill mterial th~ rut we certainly made it up in 
other~ tha:t oount. 



Jrother r.ester, tlle eld.est, :4a9 a. ooy of action. He ·iidn' t have ~ch to worSt '!d. th, 
but eoaehow ho managed to 1<een us all entertained. H .oade swi.-·~a, ~ling-shots, 
~. tthistles ( ~ vlllow iinlbs), sleds, :3til ts, t.o~..eana. wae;ons, side, oooden 
-ea..""'S ·~tc. One oX' his felvorl.ta accomplil3hmentn wa-3 th~ :t~itle !i'or Your Life~. 'This ~ 
<1 :,W.ley au/. ~ ~ f:roo the Oa;rn "top to ths grou.-rl. ! t ";72.8 ::. ~ thrill oolding 
onto t.h~ pulley and ho~ for a. sa.i'e JanU11(!; . Anotl'ler eood e:ame he had ~as "C;ntcld.~ 
'lhe itlhip''. '.!his l$Q8 accolllplisbed by linine up '.1. string of Idda holding hand.e and 
running in a cL.-cle. 'Iho b.igger :drla ~ul.d be in "the center. Centrifugal force 
caused "the kide on the ern ot the line to run rea..lly fa.st •••• faster than they could, 
so tht.."'Y ~ould go nead over heels. To get ree.l action ~e -~ ooys at +he center ·.rould 
stop and -,uU ~ to :.:;et uorack::lng 1hG whip" action. 

v i'ller toys 7.ha.t fascinated us ~fere !8ie troa building blocks, match ";)exes, ~ 
apoola and rubber tw¥is. .it"'inding the hic:klen thimble~ grQa.t 3:pori as ~ the 
usual. :pa.s'ti.tw ~ of 1':'-...c, Ant.i-<:.'re:r, ~tumbl.Et ?eB or ~"'1 catch ui tll :~ 'ba.ll. 
'Iors66hoe pi"tdlins ua~ old ~ out horse shoes tested our ~ntzol. :\a we grew 
.:>lder, we went f or blsGball, :footba.ll :ll1d Oeake-tUall. George ~..id ·.te were :10t very 
sood at tl'lese, but I remJ.l h.e was rea.lly eood in me skilled '3por+.D •••• but ~1a$ an 
.~thlete who ~uld ~t..'ler spem nis times on bookr. or s~. He 1JSed to urge and 
1mp104'8 ~ to take 1JfY 'OOo!ts OOr.le and s'bldy with li-ttle a.'lall. 

A bi& ~ent i n our early 1.ife W1'JB when Leet..ar .~t a oouple oi bicycles. These had 
"'Jeen in ~ :a"'3Ck ani cc:maidered ~lm'thless, but Lester :fbed them !IJ? ~ one was :racJ. 
~ood. lhe other one as a lemon and ~ocn-ga got ?.his one. 1 fir.a.lly inhtlri t ed ~'lese. 
·lh~:T "era haB.i~ in going to the "mudpond" swtmm.ing ~'l.olee. I 'ion•t :1ee how Geor.5a 
oould :1-tznd. !n~!ing me on the mrs - it t;culd ;;,e J.ifficul t to ride 3. "bike alono on 
~se :!:'Oads. Speaki..nt.; af s..2W.ng ~oles, it must have been 3. real "Mn:r'J for :·iother. 
iCid.s ~ gett:in6 idptheria t!Di ~ diseases and a1.6o '3everal drmminga occun:OO. • 

. 7,y older 1:Jrothars :Lanter and ... OOl:f;a ~ g:rse.t i'or :ae, ·wt I :llso .t-.ad ei3ter ~~label. 

·<le cU:l had her and we think she is the best s ister of all t.1mee. (lty fimt recollections 
(l%'f! t.1mes apent ~rl. th ~. In the spring we ?IOuld 30 bad{ !.n -tr.e bills am pick 
lfild :no.ere-•••• Lamb's '!'onguee, .Buttarcups, Pua~ow, .Lady Sllppera, Graea ~1idowe ~tc. 
I ~ Mabel WOk ca.rs at :~a as Mo't:her wasJ ill at -ttds tillaa. ':le ~d eatc:h l,ees in 
glaae jars ani axt?lol."9 the marvels ~ nature. 'l"o ~ t.cll a ~ble i>oe in a hollyhock 
flower liU a great ~t. 
When I started s dlool I me.J.l7 wasn't ~. oot I had Mabel to help !18. 'We had to 
leam ~ in those dqB 3lld Mabel a.lllfq& saw to 1 t th&t I l&B%ned f8Y leeacms -
this alll50 soee lett spell~ rmd a:d.thltetie •••• ! hall a prlv.a.te ~. Dad called 
~ '-'Mool". 'Ihey mn:e 90 clolle • 

.Rece.ll i ~ the earlier dap wul.d not be complete ld. thout mentioning ~ Steven. ~ 
1aa older than we tMre and ll3.8 unatabla. I suppose he was an idiot. He went ":Ul 
out .. ana I am sure that w ater got a raal ~ out ~ him .... pemapa lead1ug hia on. 

In 1918 1d\en I ~ nine years old we flmU7 had a well dug SO ft. deep and put 
1D a hand ptap ... ' •• wa tiU'8 ~ gei;ting IIOdarn. In 192.5 attar Lester graduated 
troe college ho izleisted: that we go all out and rebuild aD1 iDetall pl.tJJDbtng. ~e 
hired a oarpenter, plumber, aleotrician etc. but tester ¥aS still the main cog to 
get the job done •••• he did not go to work on h1a own until t.ha job lla8 done. 

/ 



Just~ this time ~1 had graduated fi'OIIl high 3Chool am ~t to Leuistcm 
llor.:al S\Bm8r school .w ~t eight gradeo th.-"lt fall, did the jan! tor wm am 
S"Ja'l.'Y~ a.t the Aspimale country school. I know tbose Iddm {!l:Ot a good odu0!1ti.cn 
as Mailel. wat! i.OOiJ3ttl3ly in demand :.7.S a ~. 

awn I ~;as abcu~ 12 JOO.T'3 old I l:2.ll into oooo ~ env:i.:roomellt. ~-tis name was -!.lenff 

~ he allll8 from .-::as tam ~t:lna.. He was f:.""m a la:L'ga ton:rU.l,y 1om.J.y •••• a rea! ~;h 
ca.. Ho heti a lot of ida3s oo we 'UGn'J busy bdl~ ~. caves, rr.m~ stc. 
On3 m..,tor we l.Jere out l'1l.lllt..i..ng i'or mbbi·t.a with 22 rlfl.ss. JJGD 3tola soae trist 
dlewing tolncco from hir3 :;)ad. I ~ never so oick in -a.y l:l:fe •••• I mw. w lle down 
for about an hou:r on ::1 mow cove:r:ed a't:rau G't..a.ck. Sam Idds would die holes ;;and 
roof ·~ tope 3nl oovo .:1 3tove cu:Xl d'limney. I~ rllaB Len's fa.vorlt& trick ~ put a sac.~ 
in -the stow pipe and stcrxi on the t..o1> door. lhe ~ t..1me I got f'1rad in !!Jy ilia is 
.men :re w:ze out¢.~ a~ •••• we took our bed::oll9 aDd i'OUD! jobs t~. 
A~ ~m ~~ in 'J1ola. JaOtmt..?.i:1G :¢~ 3trsw'ber.rl.oo. T.'le owner iold oo -to ~t the 
li t"'Ue ones on the ~tWr.l 'md tho ~ ones on -~ top. ·~e ~I!JrG picking down the :l'O!f 

next tD the c-.mar ~ ~ also ?ieki!ls. I ..en SJ.Gid, n.,ut the 't:d..(5 onoo on th2 Dot tom 
:.uxi -t.ne 11 ttle Ollf)S on too". '.f~S) trero fC..._"l"'EXl on the srot. 
I'll never fo~t one t:i.:OO ~· were :put~ ap D. ctdcken -:.drc fence <iban .... rnooe of 
the wire .oooked bil!l :b1 the :m1 te '.:4 his eytt. 'lhero he stood r.d th about 1.'5 !"eet a£ 
tdght !oot ride chicken wire~ t:oo. his C7;fs-. I ~ :Jllle -to fieh-!'look it out 
3M we ~t right an ~ tb the ,rojec-~. 

One oold, 11a't rinter d~ :~ f'rl.eni of d..11e acid ~s shoul.Q. ·~o hio Fathar'3 ~mno:oo 
·~ ill¥i ride out t o ·the :lo!lCOW OIOUntains •••• oo baA :::elati voo there :md ~ ~uld 
300 to it tbe.t ~·16 had Q, ..:..,"'Od ~'Deal 'ba:fore om- retum noma. The horses !~ at 
Jabarm 's lm:.'n aDi ~ ~ wi "th 9hcrp ~ bonee. No one JllaS at the fanilouae 
~4hen tie got tber3 •••• <<~e •JOl9rO wet, ~ and sore rid.1ng :.are b!ck, !Jut ~ to 
continua oo.ck i'lC)IOO ••• • 1 ~ never :30 ~dad in ey J.Ue. 

One~ I took Lon to Stznda3 smool tdth m . 'lbere WclS .,_ ~ OJal hea~ stove 
in iho center of -the room iihidl tro wsre st~ ;:.rmmd. ?or :10 good %9a8011 Len 
lifted the lid and with his l'W'Jd 1ull of soot, wiped it~ tJle face o:f a rather 
--:rl.ssy t¥Pe ld.d next -oo him. 1 had just about ~\ it •d th him. He ~<~aS 3trong am a. 
gocxl i'a.rm ham t2M we used to go~ in the~. Len quit high 3Chool in about 
tho~ yoo.r ~ joined the i'1a.rJ.noo. He wrote me ~ tJue.z1 that h.e :es bomeeick 
am could Slell the naw 30ml m.y ..... 1 t WG tbat t111e c¥£ :teo.r• Len JaS 1n the ~ 
in the 2acifio in ~orld l<Ja.r II and I 311 l!Ul'e he e;a.w a good account of himself • 

..;eor,5e, in his .:\Coount, told -:>i' the In..f'luen~ ~pic'l..emic of l~lJ. I .reoa!nber ?ne time 
I \lad. 3. temperatur9 ·:>f : ()4-r ::'10 ~ w·ld to go h0llll3 f mm sooool. ! met a.not.twr Idd 
ouwioo, who ~ .3.l.so 'tolu to oo homta. HG told me the best thir~.{ to d.o ~te£ eat 90tne 
oabile:Jga. 'lllera ~ snow on the b]:'OWld, but~ unco~ oott.'\9 t~ble caat~e in a 
field ne:u" home .'liY.i '3pL"ftt the d.':\Y ~ere aa ~ 1 t •••• now did ho know about vi taadns? 

~ other 9"Venta I retlel!lber includa a tal! I ·too~; :f'l:om i:he ~est ~plar t.o'l'ee 
in a. ?OtJ 0'£ treea. I r3%'1'bbed a. top liab -:.hat was too ~1 •••• 1 t broke ~ I aUll 
,;at me :ta.l.ll~ sensation "llhich ~ to t.akl! a lorJG time. I reaeaber hitting me 
::;round. Geo~e :!laid our :.Aeman neighbor lad)' ili?..rtha ~!cWt.~U (sp) helpod ca.rr.! J~ 
hOJ;.N!. I ilad no a.ftor I.'JfiootG except for ~a.~ Ir.f .!dntil 
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xoving ?iotures ~re cotdl1g into use and we had a. p;rojecwr and an animated ~trlp showing 
a. ~..n gett.ing on a divine 'l.loard, rliving into ·:ne water then out and back on the diving 
'L'Oa.rd. '>Je ran it ~vor ::mzl over. I wonder 11hat 118;ht '.mB :lSEKi to project the ~e •••• 
~ps ;, eandla. :r t ~ a great show •••• uuuall.y shown in a bedroom or ba'ftlloft; 
curtains, fak~ ticttets, ushers, po·l.)CO:rn e ·l.c. a ccompanied the picture. 

Qur t ruaily :S~ :i:L"UlGZ"S ~re reel product.ions. i P, met a t various :far.n housee, but 
wmally at .:.r.:mdma. ~u•s ~. Get~ there r~ of'ten !~~old r ...a.t bed truck 
which was :rot~;h riding. 'l'he YOIIlel1 ,repe.red ~ t lleals, aDd real aroam ice cream 
' mB made for dsemrt • 

.!1on:f!r0m ;xro·Jided ~ot of tmterta.inment and also some ~ burna. I ~ber we used 
•D shoot pi..3eons, rabbi m ate. :d. th aling shots or pe:tha-pe tra.? thea. ~e ;10u].d d.rsss 
them •••• w:ra.p in mud and coot. as the Indians did. I never rocall being able t.o eat 
·w.y o±~ t.nese •••• no ~ to ~lew the tough ~t, 'Jut ! have never ~ted a ~·::.ter Oakaci 
~ota.t.o than those :te took out of the ooals. 

Our f olks woro "'er<J ,good a bout nel.ping others and ;,a hc:ld sewral 3t."J.ying 1d 111 i.lS a t 
t..i:aes. 0ur deer cou:sin Violet ~ one. While there shs we.& ~!P.ven ?rlori t.y on e.l'l t.he 
gocdiea. It ooemed ;;o ·~e ·(.hat she was brought Orangee, liershey ~ -ate. iJy others. 
I ~ber "Gi ting in line to &et the Orange peel or ~e Hershe~' :aapper ( i t smelled 
~ good) • 'Ihe:rro ~laS ~ <-mimo8i 1:\Y shown by CUJ;Y of US children. • • • -:ISG all l oved violet . 

The Jougla.a i"~li.l:v ~a::> also fl:'equent callers. ·.!hose were the cutest kids •••• i t. 3.1.! 
3ea~JS like <l ~ ·lOtl. !heir :t'a ther Roy worked 3. t the l~oscow ho tal am brought 
:'1- .. to ~paZ3, oopeeia.ll;r on s~. !.l.rother Georg~ just had i'..o get these t.o read 
:-3:) w had a constant appointment to visit and ~ nth Louie , ·Ja..-:-en .:m;i .• ordy . 

l -.dll never .fo~et. when brothar George asked our 1-lother if hs ~uld have ~. :ie 
has done his ~t to ~a eara of » aver 3i.nce. 

! know n were ,')1) bmught up to be honest in olJ.l t.hi.r,gs. 'lliill oomcienC9 of ,..inner 
mcm" ~ :cad ~ i t , 1o Vf!ti:'J -strong in our mako up thanks to our .Mot.tu.r and l ather's 
efforts throughout our earlier lii's. l·iorda ca.nnot adequately a~ !he l ove and 
virtuee af our ~other •••• I LllWI~ l eave thia to our meaories. 

As Geo:rge said in hia wr1 te-up, tb1a 388118 to be from the 'tt" standpoint •••• 'but how 
else can it be depicted. ••• GO for what it's wort:h. 
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