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James: Potlatch; b. 1901
fireman

Amelia: Potlatch; b. 1908
homemaker 2.6 hours

minute page

Side A
00 1 They came from a small town near Trent in northern Italy.

His older brothers and sister went to Rock Springs, Wyoming,
and he followed. His family ate green wheat in hard times.
The oldest son got the land. Her family. Schooling through
eighth grade.

10 The town lost 25 men in the war, and thirty from the flu in one
month. Grape growing replaced by fruit growing after Italy

took over the area. Sufficiency of food depended on size of

crop — potatoes and corn meal were main foods, cheese from the
creamery. Selling butter for income. In the war the government
got everything, and came into the houses. The area was part

of Austria, and the people still prefer Austria to Italy.

20 He felt he was coming to his kin in Wyoming. He enjoyed coal
mining there . Digging coal he made $10 a day. His concern
about cracks in the mountain. Union improved lot of workers.
Men had to wash outside at home, rather than at the mine.

He boarded with sister: she came over with a friend who married
her brother, and she married an Italian boy; she worked in a
saloon. Not much English spoken in mine. (continued)

Side B
00 To be a gyppo a man didn't have to speak English, but to be on

12 day wage he did. They spoke Italian but were near German
speaking people to the north. Few returned to Italy from Americas
where he lived. There was a much better chance to make a
living in the United States.

07 14 After his brother died, he went to California with his brother.
He didn't like labor conditions in southern California. Digging
a ditch, he encountered a rattlesnake. Ranching near Butte,
Montana for two years — extreme cold. He got a job in Potlatch
as fireman on his way to the coast with a friend. He left his
lucrative mining job to see the world. Work as fireman seven
days a week. By batching he saved a little money.

29 Decline of foreign population in Potlatch. Many thought the mill
18 wouldn't reopen after depression. Americans had a little pre—
ference over foreigners. How they met when he returned to

Italy. She had lost parents and worked at home for her married
brother. Her father died from flu.
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Flu. Mussolini helped poor, though he was a dictator. They
questioned Jim about violating curfew.

She was scared to death when she first came here. She was
stunned by lack of running water and electricity in Onaway,
after what she'd heard about America. He made wine. There
was money in bootlegging. Aockhe  was popular among Italians.

He stopped belonging to unions because they kept changing. The
first union in Potlatch was Four Ls.

A neighbor from a nearby village. A Bohemian lady who helped
her adjust. Her children taught her English once they started
school. She spent time with Italian friends speaking Italian.

Why bachelors didn't go to church - most didn't feel enough at
home. Family attended Catholic church.

He worked a bit for company in depression and got a little road
work. The company didn't help the people. They couldn't get
government food because they owned a house, or because they
were newcomers. They got by on their own, and feared having
to sell their house. They wouldn't trade in Potlatch because the
company helped those with some money.

It was easier for them than many Americans because they were
used to adversity.

She raised children to respect parents, not fear them as children
did their fathers in Italy. Getting back to work after Roosevelt.

Bosses were all right when you did the right thing. Laird was
good because he didn't go around the mill like some bosses did s
and was fair to the men.

Work as fireman was hot and hard. Lunch was the only break. It
took all their earnings to get by. Lumber pilers made more
money working gyppo.

Their close friends were three Italian couples: Ecchers, Michelis,
and Valozs. Their first vacation was 17 years ago. An occasional
outing; they had to be home to take care of the stock. With their
friends they talked of the old country. They didn't go to dances.
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Side D (continued)
26 44 They have a better life here although they're common people:

importance of education. Her fear of taking citizenship test;
help for a neighbor. Inequality of justice in America -~ rich
get off; Italy was fairer.

Side E
00 46 Low pensions for long-time employees who built the company.
The company made a lot of money on Potlatch. People in Italy
grew up believing they would become rich in America. He
didn't get enough schooling.

08 49 Their Italian friends in Onaway . Italian women coming to
America. Her sister told her not to go to America because she
wouldn't return, but she thought she would, soon. Brother—in—
law returned from America to marry, was sent to the war front
and killed. Some Italians went to the cities of Italy; many were
coming to America. She was sick on the entire trip to America.
His trip to Wyoming by train.

21 55 Fatal accidents in the mill.

24 56 Icebox and cook stove. Washing was hard work.

27 57 Work friends did at mill. All were from North Italy. Help
from a nurse in the hospital when she had a baby. (continued)

Side F
00 59 Help from a nurse. Hard to learn English. Italian families
left Elk River.
(4 minutes)

with Sam Schrager

September 24,1976
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JAMES BACCA & AMELIA ODORIZZI BACCA

This conversation with James Bacca and Amelia Odorizzi Bacca took place at their
home in Onaway, Idaho on September 24, 1976. The interviewer was SAM SCHRAGER.

SAM SCHRAGER: Just where exactly, did you come from in Italy?

7
AMELIA BACCA: Did yuw «yer hear abowt Trent !

SS: I've heard that name I think.
AB: Trent is a big city and all the little town around and this town is

Nano. Yes.

JAMES BACCA: We reallyzre, and Maldino, Did you ever heard of that?

SS: I don't think th?t name is- no, what is that?

JB: Well, that's{%%gre we come from, right there is close to Switzerland.
AB: Just kind of a valley, you know. Valley and mountain all around.

JB: Almost a hvfdted town in the valley there.

AB: Just little town, you know, smaller than this one.

SS: Did you both come from the same town?

JB: Yeah.

SS: You knew each other when you were growing up?

becquee WY brodher

AB: Not very much, no. You know one of my brother% was the same age 435 hin-

SS: What made you decide to come to the States in the first place? To leave
Italy?

JB: Well, you see, we had three brothers here in Wyoming. My sister, after

World War I. My sister is the one- she was older than I, and of course -~

AB: Well, I'1ll tell you why- they come from the old country- there was six
brother, one sister. And you know over there, they're very poor people
you knowlthat's how you live. Whatever you raise, like you raise your

b, Aol a6 gqerden
an 5 pe ! J Whatever you raise you eat, and that's it,

garden)
you know. So his dad died when he was about seven year old I think.
JB: Six, I think.

AB: So he left his mother with all this big family, so th ey didn't have
e

any support whatsoever for thekkids. So just as soon as he was the
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SS:
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SS:
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AB:

JB:

AB:

SS:

JB:

age, they start come to America, So the older brother come first.

And now he in California, he's eighty-four year old. And then 'mother

brother, that he died after he was up to Wyoming and he died there.
grothes . .

And after e o, then the sister come over and she married an Italian

boy, too, and then they called for him. They send da mon so he can

come over.

Where were they in Wyoming? Where were they living?

Rock Springs, Wyoming because the town mine.

What kind of mining were they doing? nows> ANy 2 Here 1vthert.

That's all there is there, just coal mine.71”YO“m‘d¥}K'ﬂ”"'jr don't Knosw

They get two line and they go down a little deeper and they have another

mine like that. I don't know just how deep they can go down, you know.

They's a lot of coal up there.

Did your brothers plan to go back to Italy when they first came over

here? Or did they see it as a permanent move?

Well,one brother went back to Italy; the other got kill and the other

two, one in California and myself, we still here. Is the oldest one

in California, I'm the youngest one, see.

How rough was it in- where you grew up? How rough was it to make a

living in Italy?

whrovgh
I'1l1l tell you, it was awful rough, the war. 1918 they finish the World
we
War I and my God, didn't have hardly anything to eat there,you

know. We had to go out in the field-
Had to go out in the field and eat the wheat, you know.
Patch of wheat, stalk, and my gosh, you know, they go and they was
taking care of that, and they go out and get it anyway. W AteC
ot and ’
“Mﬂ\“("z?; ¢ i\)fOUV\d and We make,

Go out at night and get it and “Hhen we SwO“Q e with a L

You mean just what was left in the field after the harvesting?

No, no, before the harvest. I still remember my poor mother used to
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make a- you might say something like hotcakes and stuff like that.
And the stuff wasn't ripe, and I still remember the bellyache I used
to get- eat that stuff.

ceok i+
You ground the wheat, no ripe, you know-and +hen just

Wix iF with water andy
They used to ground it in the coffee grounder, you know, that's all

we had to ground it and mix whatever they could get.

Could you get any pay for work?

NO. ‘Nother thing they don't have anything to work for anywhere, just

the little land they had there.

Theee was o adostry like  Lhey have here. WAS ay/ jyst
-CMM‘ We have o LitHle Place to wock and Hhat's ;7

Did most of the people work for big farmers?

No, nobody had a big farm over there.

So there wasn't rich people. So, really, everybody had his own little
plot? Your family owned a little bit of land?

Yes. Handed down, you know, generation to generation.

But not enough to make a living?

have  shree or Lot
No, no, no. 1In other word, you know, if you,. ‘ boy in

vsvglly Hhat's whe [qwd

your family- one boy could stay in the family, the oldest, and then
A

the other brother and the other, they has to go and find theirself, you

‘sn\“"
know, in the other country.\rh<3{ clo “pat becausc4hazq nothing there
for the other to do. And the girls, they usually get married so that
different. And then the other brother— not for the boys, there wasn't

ne apd Hae land,

nothing to do except for the older boy.
but the other, they don't get nothing.

Was that the law or just a custom?

It must be a custom, as far as I know. I never know about the law, but

Yhe older boyy he Yot dhe hoose andl\
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it the custom there.
Did you have many brothers and sisters?
I just have one brother, but I had three sister, yes.
Was your family also in about the same-
Yes—- it was just a little better, because, like I say, you know, the:
-‘H"I/
beafamily-ypuarqh more expensive so- So my brother was pretty lucky
because he was all by himself so he dot all whe Wovse and *he land.
How much schooling would you figure on getting there? How many grades
in school?
\dbl*hLY
Through the eight grades. A lothdon't finish the eight grade because
in springtime they wanted the boys, you know, out in the fields to
e day since,
work, to help the father to work.\ﬁ“Y work A as far as I know when I
was over there, so I don't know now.
Did you get to go to eighth grade?
Yes. I don't think he finish the eight grade, did you?
Well, just about.
ke
I know theyk you out to work.
Well, all the people work in the war, you know, and then the teacher
let me out- I graduated a little bit sooner from that, about two or
three months before graduation I'd say.
Did you go into the army?
No. No, I was too young. Was too young to go in the army. You have
to be eighteen before they drafted, you know.
He just did miss it.
Well, did the war cause- the first war- cause a lot of- make things a
lot rougher for the people? The First World War?

Well, I'1l tell you- five year, the war last just about five years. I

think it was about twenty-five or twenty-six that die from the war.
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AB: From that town?
JB: Yes. And that town was just about 850 people them days. And now
through the flu right after the war, they had the flu, we bury thirty

in one month.

_ nights,
AB: One night, you mean. |\wo 0OF +hree deays and, That was terrible.
JB: Yes, special o0ld people.
SS: Did you stay out of school in the spring to work? Did you stay out of
school to work in the fields?
JB: No. I graduate just before I got out I went to work when I wWAS Tyears ofd-

because my birthday in October,see, so I have to be just about four
year old when I went to school, see. So I was about fifteen when I
finished the school.

AB: When he finish the eight grade.
He mean in spring, you know, in spring did you get out a little bit

s
early every year? Because you have your brother, do the work you see.

SS: The older brothers would do the farm work and you would-

JB: Yah, that right.

SS: What was the farm work that they did? What did they do on the farm?
JB: Well, they have a lot of grapes. They had them them days, now they

don't have them any more. They change it all, since Italy take over
the country, you know, they change it the grape culture. Pretty much
all fruit there, you know. The grapes they don't get much volume any-

more. They have the-

\(_\!\6 O'c‘
AB: Disease has come i, e apapes.
JB: The grape all went out and so instead of planting grapes they plant

orchards. They done that since I left there.
SS: Well, in normal times, not during the first war, but before the war,

was there mnough food for people to eat then? Or was it still short?
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JB: Well, I can't remember that long, you know, I was a kid.

AB: See, all depend on about on your crop, too. If you had a nice crop
then you have enough to eat, if you don't have a nice crop, you just
scimp a little bit. But the main that you eat over there- it's
potatoes and corn meal. They eat potatoes three time a day. In the

morning you make like brownies, you know-

SS: Brown-?

AB: Hash brown potatoes.

SS: Ch, yeah.

AB: Cold potatoes in the evening again- we just fry in the morning and
that's why.

SS: What about lunch? Potatoes at lunch, too?

AB: Well, at lunch you have a big meal, so we have corn meal for lunch.

You know corn meal?

SS: Yeah.

AB: You make kind of a round +hm§ and then we slice it and eat that with

wie Nave
cheese. Because usually every—kone cow, two cow, all depend- like I
told you before, how much land you had. If you had quite a bit:f;nd
you can support cow, you know, you have enough grass and then you
have a one cow, if you don't you have a two cow. xfu milk the cow, in-
, \

stead of drink the milk we usually- they don'tkériniﬁg}lkﬁover there

they drink water or 1light, light wine, even for the kids, you know.

That is the custom. If you take the milk to the—-— what you call them?

SS: The store?
AB: No, no. To the factory, where they make cheese.
SS: To the creameries.
el
AB: To the creameries. And you take your milkwfor four or five or six month,

\\
ﬂ:depends on how much milk you have and then when you take all this milk
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for this many ‘HhiNg5 , they give you two. . .

JB: They weigh the milk.
AB: They weigh the milk and according to much milk you bring down every
whing ot
six or seven months, they give you a bign cheese, like that. And they
give you, I don't know how much butter. Oh, I say probably -
JB: Twenty pounds-
AB: Oh, I don't think so, about ten pound or so. Course, we sell that,

with
that our income. The cheese, we keep it. And that what we eat the
has & oe enoogh...
corn meal and potatoes.do +his ceese they qive you Lhrovan Hie vear, there,

SS: All the year around.
AB: Right. You divide 'em up according to how much you have. And so that's
0
W

what we eat;kthe corn meal- and then in the evening we just boil the

potatoes. In summertime you have a little bit the lettuce or cabbage.

SS: So, when you said it was really bad was during the war?
AB: During the war, because the government got everything. Everything was—-—
to eat

we don't have nothing- boy they come in the house and if you have some-

thing \ou A0n'+ gupPLse No be , yeah.

JB: We were right close to the front, too, you know.

AB: Yes, every night you hear the boom, boom.

JB: They have the cannon fire and the airplane go over head.

AB: TThe 0cean was WAr 4ll “Hhe 4ime. . Course you know, before the war

we belonged to Austria. And then after World War I, Italy took over.
changd agri
JB: Yeah, that's why they - see, they changed thekculture because
and the food and water ain't worth a9ﬁuch)b£hnﬁ ¢oiﬂ+ﬂW'
SS: The people in your - in the city and the towns where you lived, did
they think of themselves as being Austrians, or as being Italian?

AB: I think they like Austria better than Italian.

SS: So that's really the nationality, Austrian?
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SS:
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Yes, that's the nationality, oh, yes. Austrian.
Well, when you left, did that leave your mother without people to help
her?
Well, I had two brothers there.
5+11
@ two brothers over there.
Two brothers left there.
Did you think ff was a big chance to get out and come to America?
Oh, yeah. I think that was a good deal! Because I had two brother in
Wyoming, see, so it pretty much like going home anyway, see. They have
a house and stuff to eat-
And a job there-
Yeah. Jpb +vo.
Was it hard to get used to working in a mine after growing up on a

farm?

No. No, I kinda liked to work in a mine. Yeah. First, of course, I'm

it was working in a

telling you that I was Pretty much scare, you know, becauseA

pillar. T don't know if you know anyting about mining or not. The

place it goes o about, oh, ninety and two hundred feet and they start
N

close and the entry is small butAr;ght away is‘uiden out and it'll be

about, oh, fifty feet, I tink, and goes clear up to the entry. And

between one place and the other there'd be the pillar, see that'll hold

the N up see. I was working in the pillar, see. The entry
'P'\M‘oh

it was the two. But we were working in the pillar. I was wor-

king alone but I had a friend down below that used to come up and See.

What did you do? What was the job that they had you do?

Well, you gotta dig coal, see.

So you dug the coal right by the pillar?

Wwet
Yeah. Well\you work in a pillar, you know, it is easy to get coal you

know because it squeeze out from the mount (ain) you see. All you
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have to do is to take out a little bit in the bottom and it squeeze

out and then you have to dig down a little bit in the top. I used to

do pretty good. I would make about $10 a day.

Oh, that sounds like big money in those days.

Yeah, them days.

Just digging the coal with a pick?

Yeah.

Pick and shovel.

The company men, they used to get about $8 a day. I do better than

that.

That's gyppo, eh?

Yeah. And, hell, they only work six hours a day. Take one hour

to go eat and an hour to come out. That's a long ways in and out, you

know. It wasn't really steep down; it goes down to the entry then it

goes straight down. It take about an hour to go in you know and out.

Were you worried about the safety?

Well, I don't know just what the safety means. When I was in there

first you know, you can hear the things cracking around here and there

and I thought the mountain was coming out, so I go down and see my friend

down below. (Laughter) He come up and say, "Well," he says, "I can't

see nothing wrong here." "It's cracking here and there." He says,

"The mountain'll do that." But after I was in there say about a month

and I know just what to do myself, see. All we have to do is prop it

up right where you're working, see, with a prop up then, the mines
bether

they all got sides, see, and when they cave down dat Won'tk anybody.

But the walls really were cracking? When you work on 'em?

Oh, ya, that will squeeze the coal out, too. va, because the weight of

Qg“&ﬁ\\
the mountain, see,, squeeze the coal out see. But as long as you have



BACCA

SS:

JB:

SS:

JB:

SS:

JB:

SS:

JB:

SS:

JB:

10

props on it, then you safe.

Were there any bad accidents?

Well, every once in a while you can hear about one, not very often.

Something like this here in the mill, you know. Somebody get hurt.

Sometime it will happen that they get killed. That right here in the

mill, too, you know. Not very often.

Was there a union in Wyoming, for the miners?

Ya, ya. Had a union, ya. Everything was union then, you know, ya.
omé’

You bet. After the unio?x we done better.

Was that the United Mine Workers? In Wyoming?

Ya. Ya, that's what it is. Ya.

Did you live pretty good in Wyoming? Was it a good living situation?

Yeah. Well, then I was boarding, then I had my sister there, too, you

know, so I was boarding with her when I was working in the mine. Yeah,

ey

had a good board. Well,keverybody work hard in the mine, you know.

a‘: "W\U{
Lon%{' work you know, and working long hours, but anyway- when
day work, they work, I'd say. Then, of course, they come out and wash
off. Them days we used to have a wash outside the house, you know.
We had a house to wash in, wash yourself out, too, you know. They cal-
led it shanty, you know, it was right close to the house, they have it
that building there so you can wash yourself and clean up. Now it's

a'c“l-c\( ey

different. The company's got that, you can wash outq © come
out of the mine and clean up-
But you had to go home before you could wash?
Ya, you had to come home to wash. Just like Negro when you come home.
You look just like Negro when you come out of the mine because the coal
you know, you get a little spot on it and,%kﬁh\ﬂe, Dirty all over.

You have to change clothes, everything, every day when you come out

de mine.
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SS: Was your sister married then?
JB: She was married, ya. I think she just got married when I come here.

She come out year before I did.

SS: Had she come over with the brothers?

JB: No.

SS: She came over by herself.

JB: No, she come with-

AB: Another girl, didn't she?

JB: Ya, 'nother girl. My brother married the girl, see.

SS: Oh, so she came with your brother's wife?

JB: That's right. Well, she wasn't his wife then.

AB: She came to marry him, you know. His brether

SS: I had the idea that most of the women from the old country, you know,

they stayed over there, unless they got married and came over here, like

you did.
AB: What do you mean?
SS: Well, most of them, I thought- unless they were already married, they

wouldn't even come over. It's not like the men, like him, would just
come over to work, but the women wouldn't just come over.

AB: Yeah, but she know she was going to marry him. They was writing to
each other, see, so she come over here and marry, see. And his sister

was the same thing. This fella, you know, was an Italian boy, too.

SS: She came over to get- to marry him, too.

AB: Yes, uh-huh.

JB: Well, she doesn't know. She didn't know. T-+align.
- < Was a

AB: No, I thought she knew. \Nt\\MV\\NW she (504' Micvied W’{H'y S00n any WRY. "

JB: She didn't know a?ybody at that time anyway. Anyway, she work here.

YRS
m‘bm+ww Uty \+hw 6L+ warvied ., The salesn.

AB: The Salrey
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She worked as a-- she tended bar?
She— yeah. Help him around there.
Did you find it takes very long to learn English?
But we-
Well, you know. You never went to school for that.A Just picked it
up as we went.
Did it cause you any trouble before you knew to speak the language?
I mean, like getting around and then knowing what you--?

No, in a mine you won't speak much anyway, see. The boss'll come in

and tell you; it's a lot of foreign in there-

———company will be a little different- the boss/he try to help the
o b»h o

language—zpfhhdo the job. I used to go in and work by gyppo- don't

have to know much. (Chuckles)

You say when you started- when did you have to be able t o talk to

each other- you say when you did the gyppo- it was just a day wage?

Yes. Ya, ya. They all was working days, you know. But they worked

by company, you know- company men. But you got to know the language

quite a bit otherwise you don't know whe® the boss wants you know.

Did you have a foreman who could speak Austrian?

No. No, I never know anyone that speak my language then, except the

people they work on it, ya.

We wasn't Austrian; we speak Italian. Oh, ya, it was Italian, ya.

We speak Italian, oh, yes. We didn't speak German.

Just like over the other side of the mountain, they speak German

and didn't speé&ény Italian.

Out- the other side. e odner side

T4 not o g WOP‘*MC“~US€d“k>hQOnU The way you haye to go, you know

there just one way out and then it south and otherwise you got to go
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aroUN'd
through the mountain, see. Then just goq like that, it only take

bout, oh, say about a couple a hours, with the train, you know.
Did you ever learn to speak German, too?

60}&(}'5 h&d
No. No, I know something about it because —he A been around five
years, you know. And Austrian and German and Hungary, all kinds of
nations there, so I don't know, someone that can speak German- most
of these can speak German. You want something to eat, dey all know that
part of it.
Were there a lot of people who had come over from where you lived, come
over to the United States?
Yeah, ya, quite a few.
I had heard that a lot of people who came from Austria went back when
the First World War started. Is that true? Did many come back from
the United States?
I didn't know anybody that come back there. Lot of people, they don't

J

come around there anyway because, hell, the only way they come around
if they want to go out Yo Visit +Hhar Parents or Heir brovher,
then they be back here, see. But otherwise what do they want to go
back there for?
Well, what happened? Do you know? Before World War I, there were a
lot of people from Austria and Italy that were around in this country
working on the section crews and working in the mills and that k ind
of thing; but then I heard that they left around here around the time
World War I started. I wonder where they went. Or if maybe they still
were here.

‘*Mt{b
Some~ You know Austria was then the enemxv see, and I don't know how

it was. The United States)they were helping Italy or how it was.

- O AKX WAL
kWorld War II, when this country went over in Italy and fight it out

mostly down in the southern part of Italy. And they went up about close



BACCA

SS:

JB:

SS:

JB:

SS:

JB:

SS:

JB:

SS:

JB:

14

to Rome, too. But I didn't know anybody-
That came back from the United States.
No, because- another thing~ I don't see why they would. They got away
the first time, so that--
You figure there really was an awful lot more opportunity over here.
Oh, ya, ya, I should say. You bet. Yeah. You got a be tter chance
to make a living here than over there. Ya, I should say so.

I was thinking maybe the big cities, you know, like where they have
the auto factories and-

we

Well, course, \was away from the big cities, you know. We don't
know much about the big city. All I can say that whatever was going
on in town there right around the whole valley, they was about in the
same condition; about all the same.
You came over - it was about '27, that you came over here?

I come to Wyoming in 1920.

1920, yeah, and did you stay there until '27?
I stay there til - well, I went to California I guess - California-
when my brother die. He die in a car accident. And my brother he
wasn't in California then, he come up for the funeral. And after
the funeral, he said, "Did you want to go to California?" "Well," I

say, '"Okay." He say, "Let's go." I like to see the country and I

wne wor¥
didn't like it down there. ' It was quite a bit cheaper than what it
A
is up in the mine, and . to find a steady job. I didn't go in
really

the right place,kbecause.if I woulda went in the northern part of Cali-

fornia, then you got a chance to go in the wood or in the sawmill and
ol WHG predy oped -

stuff like that, you know., Then it was all farming and stuff like that.

And lot of Mexican and the wage was pretty low. I work there in one

place there where Hollywood is now)digging a ditch. And I got ascared



BACCA 15

of a snek (snake).

AB: Rattlesnake.

JB: Rattlesnake, and I come pretty near breaking my leg there to get away
from it. And well, I didn't like it so, about- right around six

months I come back in the mines. And I work in the mine, let's see,

about-
AB: '27. 1927. That's when you come back here.
JB: No, I come here '27. I work in Montana after that. See, I work two

year in Montana- ranches.

SS: Before you came- before '27?
JB: Yeah. Before I come here. Just before I come to Potlatch.
SS: What kind of work was that?
JB: Well, they have two or three hired men there-
AB: Big ranch, you know.
VL
JB: Ya, ranch. pRaising hay and make the hay for the stock in the summer.

In the winter feeding them out to the stock, see. They had a band of
sheep that used to come up - the lower country and they wintered
there, the sheep. And I was feeding cow and horses. They had about
sixty or seventy horses and I don't know how many cows they was feeding
anyway. Take me all day to feed 'em. And thaésthe way it was. I
remember that, my gosh, it get so cold out there. It was just on this
side of Butte. And I asked the foreman, I say, "Why don't you keep a
thermometer here so we know how cold it was- what to do when it gets
cold?" "Well," he says, "if we keep the thermometer the men: won't stay."
(Chuckles) I come out lots of time and I had just ice all around my cap
x Lroze
here, you know. Sweater and then, . Yeah, that's the way it was

there, but I like ranching y Just the same.

SS: Was the pay pretty good then there or not?
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Well, two dollars a day and board. (Chuckles) I guess them was pretty
good wages them days. Well, my sister, her husband got sick and she

was gone to the old country. 1925. I went up and seen my sister, tell
her goodbye, and I find another man that he say like to go to coast.
Well, I never been this side the country; been to California, so gotta
go and see this side country, too, you know. Well, he had a fella here
that he knows before he come in this country and he know him from the
0il country. He knows the address, he was here in Potlatch. Well, I/mue
did stop here and then we go from the coast there, you know. We stop-
ped there and we got a job here so we never got to go to the coast.

(Laughse) I work in the same job for thirty-nine years. In the same

job.
What was the job?
awnd .
Fire,turbphn opelator.
Is that what you first started doing? You started-
pperator
Fire- fireman. Yeah. And then I work up to be -vurhon N You don't

have no better job.
You mean that's the highest you could go?
Yeah, that's right, yeah.
Well, when you- why did you decide to leave that job in the coal mine
in the first place? It sounds like good money you were making.

‘0‘0\( gmd
Yah, ya, But anyway, got toksee something else, you know. I was young
then, you got to see the world. I went to California. I come here.
I see what was going on. You gotta work no matter where you go, and so
after I came here, I stay in the same place.
In Hollywood. Do you remember what you were making on the ditch job?
Digging the ditch? What they paid you?

wouldn'+  vemember
Oh,
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It was probably pretty cheap.
Ya. Ya, pretty cheap.
What was your brother doing down there?
Well, he was running a hotel. Was running hotel.
How did you get that job as a fireman to start with here?
Well, it just happened that way, see. Need a man and so I went in and
first thing you know, I had the steady job. Somebody quit, see, and
that's the way it g0, see. You got a chance to work then.
What was the job? What did you do, for instance, as a fireman?
You got to walk back and forth in the fire, see. The fire with the fuel,
hog fuel, see.

R Ch
To make steam,. the sawmill, that's what he did.
That's all. Of course, we have to work night and days and every time.
How long a day did you work? Was it a twelve hour day?
No. Just eight hours. Eight hours. But then you know, we had three
shift, see. Sometime we change every week and then you change every
month. It all depend on how the thing come out. And then pretty soon
we change-
Mostly you change every week, maybe.
Mostly, yeah. Finally, today, you know, they got so they won't change
any more. The new man goes in the graveyard shift and come back
in the afternoon and days.
Did you work five days a week or seven?
Work seven days when I first started. Every day. That's a long ways.
(Chuckles)
I've heard that that was a pretty good job; the fireman's job.
Well, that's a little better than common labor.

Did they pay--?
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I think it was getting about forty-five dollar an hour—-—
Forty-five cents an hour. (Chuckles)gighat's right. Ya. I remember
working every day and sometime somebody won't show up and then you have
to work a double shift. I never make two hundred dollar
Never make a month)huudrCA dollar and they were paying once a month
them days.
You mean you never made a hundred dollars in one month?
That's right. So that's pretty hard thing to go, you know.
Did that mean- could you put aside any money? Or did it just cost you
all the money you made to live?
Well, the way we had been doing it- I used to bach myself, see. And
by doing that I have something left over, see. If you have the board
and everyting, it take about all you make Anywny.
You mean you didn't live with any of your friends? Just all by your-
self? You didn't live with other guys?

theve
No. No. Well, I did at first you know, then I bached‘ see. I was
baching over there. About three years, I think.
Were there many guys that'd come - where you came from the area, that
were here? Were there many guys from Northern Italy?

abovt

There was few. Ya. Two, three, four, ya, they wasAfour. jbh”"
Family . Just closest-
That's all. Really, I never see anyone from my own town.
But from the country. From Northern Italy there, or from Austria was
four or five people?
Yeah about four- 1like here in Potlatch, yeah.
Used to be- years ago, you know, there used to be a lot of 1+ here
from Italian. They say there was%bout half of the sawmill down there

Al Awo0
was pretty muchk » single men then, you know. Used to have § boarding
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house there in Potlatch.

One for Italian people, one for Japan people, you know. But then you

know when the Depression just about everybody left here, you know. Went
even

to Spokane'to Lewiston. They said thisa mill don't open any moreﬂafter

the Depression, you know. So they went out and find jobs someplace

o+ ot People went
else. So they left. ,To Lewiston, to Spokane.

Through the Depression
they shut down entirely, even the powerplant.

And they build the one uptown just to make the steam#or the churches
and stuff here.
But when you first came here, there were , there were still just a hand-
ful of Italians.
Yeah, it just started to slacken off when I first come from the old

pen el i
countrxf 1931. The Depression had just started to taken ahol%, see
and they started to laying off men.
Well, when you came in '27 were there a lot more Italians here, than
there were in '31?
Ya.
A whole lot left just in those four years?
Well, there weren't too many right then, you know. Before my time
used to be lot of 'em in here, see.
I wonder what happened to those guys when they left here before you
came? I wonder if they just went to Spokane or--?
Well, they find job anywhere,I suppose. I don't know. I don't know
what they do with i+,
Lot of them went to Lewiston, because Lewiston is a much bigger sawmill

than here, you know.

Well, but that at Lewiston, it started after I come here.
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Well, EVk Ruer, they have o ©1g sawmil here -

e
A lot of Italian peoplep}here. They closed that down during the De-

pPression, and then they never opened that up. And this one down here

was the same thing, you know. When they started the Depression they Said

SR\ gptne

N

SS:

JB:

AB:

9
S8:

JB:

AB:

JB:
AB:

SS:

never ,open the sawmill again, so that is why a lot of people left. le.
Lot of tem didn't believe l‘*‘, and +Hhey didn'+ and ~that's why peopis

et +.
Did you think that people from Eastern Europe, like Greeks and Italian

people would have a harder time than these local boys, say, to get a-
head in a sawmill? I mean, was there a little discrimination against
the people from the old country?
Oh, I don't know.I don't think so. I think they been doing pretty good
here.
o7 a\/‘.

tIfc Vﬁd have a trade when you come over, you A the schooling, too)
and the language have a lot to do, you know. But if you don't know-

4 ¥ - s i . [ [ "
I mean, you know writing is one thing- #n'? Mattes what ysu do a ey,
I have 7 M Tt (4 e language.
Well, I've heard a couple of people that I've talked to say that it
would be harder for them, say as Greeks to get ahead than it would be
for somebody that was local, that had been around here for a long time.

Somebody that was local would have an easier time in say, getting a

better job than somebody that wasn't.

+ake
Well, now ' like I happen to be myself, work in the one job
0 +hex
all the time. So, I don't know- thempeople, they do around here-

But he was talking about the advantage you could have if you was born
here locally, more to go up, you know- a better job. That what he tal-
king about.
American boys, they have a little preference, ya.

o

W
That what hektalking about.

You decided- you had only been here for a short time when you went back
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to Italy and you married?

Ya.

You had only been here for a short time?

Been here three year. '27.

Been here for three years?

Right here \n Poylaten.

Did you have a correspondence before?

No.

So when you went back, did you know that you were going to get mar-
ried to her?

No, I didn't know it. (Laughter) Just happened that way... Thaﬁ:all.

Can you tell me how that came about? Was the marriage arranged back

there?
'R fewes heen ot hee, Myse(f
No. . he-sadid_no. No.

I've heard that a lot of the parents would arrange marriages among the—-
Thoy

They arrange for him, you know, a girl. Remember yoor s:stels be arranged
e (i . covlt

for you to marry somebodym Remember?jk&*lhd”+;l guess he didn't 1like

~daey Avdniy avvoeNae Lor me.

the girl or something.kI remember we meet the first time he come up to

the house to see my brother, because he went to school,lha+% why,

Well, I've spoken to people that have come from— One woman I talked to

from Sweden came over about 1927, and she said it was really difficult

to leave Sweden, in fact, some women wouldn't leave, like her husband's

mother never would leave Sweden to come over here. And how did you

feel about leaving-

Over there?

Yes, just leaving to come over?

Joot & LiHHIe g,

I really didn't mind because I lost my parent, when I was,seven year old
- joek Wad
.kmy brother and my sister, so I didn't have much of a
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family, you know. 90 L vcally dudn+t mind.

SS: Yes, I think it does make a difference.

AB: Oh, I think so, too. Ya, sure, because then you have somebody and I
didn't have anybody. My brother was married and had his own family.
So I really was just in the way there because, you know. I didn't have
anything, except- well, of course he would keep me there and I was
working for, but- it wasn't my family any more, see. Like it was city

and all I could get a job, butkhere you didn't have that chance to get
ov €15¢ more thak any thing
a job, so you have to work for your brother. Servant, reall&. He was
A

good to me- I can't+ complan abou s Fhat.

SS: Your parents died when you were just a girl? Was that during the wat?
AB: Yeah4 my daddy died from the flu and my mother the year before. S he
had been sick for a long while and I was six yvear old and she died.

SS: That flu must have been really—]Ew ceaily Aot & lot ok em.

AB: Oh, yes. Very terrible. 78" A¥. I know lot of young kids
L WAS Yere widh uy daddy 4 o
Qf* Y. L 4 I never got it. M\/ Lister u)pfs) ~hey %oO@n* she woul e
butr she come ~+through.
S\éec P:EC‘;‘\ t\\(é\k( tem " comborralble. Ang Whatie 14 Yhat's dhe high Fever, vhats
We 16, You Know- Tu ke Cave of Hhat one; Uhat
be all right. A lot of people just go in a coma. The fever go up to

105, 106, and that's sick you know, for days and days and days. We
' Jhe end,
weren t able to store enough, you know, because by, they run out of

medicine, you know. \Hqt‘{ doniy haye Hhe medicme ek ~Hhey have noew,
hey Ae You a fdle bk Np cnough Yo help,

SS: The same thing- around here, this country, people died the same way.

Did you stay back there for very long when you went back' in 19307

JB: Six month. o
—de arny. g acoond Mussoling
. wn JIN )
AB: Othecwise e Nas Yo ¥\ Mussolini was there boy, you MO;N\LH : -
so,he ADY <o huery VP =o We Can :A;VA

A

SS:

Did you feel- how did you feel at that time about Mussolini? Did you

want to get out of the country then because of him?
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Well, he wasn't too bad. He was very severe, you know but in command
ht’ﬂ’a a ot ef

and everything. But he - B .pPoor people, I can tell you that.

He was for poor people more than the other people, you know. H really

o roomM
make a lefk for poor people. I can say that. Jim didn't like him!

(Laughter)

I don't like 1+ You come here, whey be areond:

He was there, you know, and he come up and see me and when he g0 home
he be stop, and they asked him what he do, whether he went, ev erything
he went, after eleven o'clock at night, you know. And, boy, if you
don't have an answer you go to jail. Oh, yeah.

Were you an American citizen by that time?

Yeah.

You had your citizenship papers here?

Yeah.

So they couldn't do any~- really do anything too bad to you, I would
think.

No, but anyway-

They follow him around. a
\eave wohen Hhey = /
That's a big country, you know, so yov gP*‘ S0

e Wae a duekaor.

Then those that work under him, they has to do their job, just like he
says. That's why I don't like it. (Chuckles)

Now, I've heard that the unions- from my reading about Italian history
at that time, I've heard that the unions were very strong right after
the First World War. Like around Turin where they had all the auto
factories, the unions were very strong. The Communist party got really
strong for a while, too, and the Socialist Party there and then it all

turned around when Mussolini came in and they threw all those people--
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a lot of those people in jail.
Yes, that's right. Yeah, he clean up things pretty much, you know;
Mussolini did. Look how he got done anyway, first thing you know they
hanged him. Someboo\y‘ ey Aot mMere qots ~“Hhan he 4.4,
Well, was it hard to make-- You were saying that it was easy to get
her to come to America. Right? You had no trouble.
I just have to sent the card here from Washington and come back, you
know, and that would take about two months, altogether.
papers  don'+ yoo?

Well, he has to go through Venice to get thi,
Well, they go to the-
American Consulate, that's in Venice.
Did you get married when you were still in Italy before you came over?

We get married in that time.
Oh, yeah. yAnd then we went to Venice to get my passportiﬁ The Ameri-
can Consul in Venice.
Could you take much of your belongings over here?
No, T didn't take very much hecaovse, we Yake what we Can Use aot ¥eo Ko< h:

So what did you think of this country when you got here?

(Laughter) 4eared wo death. Tt all so much different, you know, thanC oNFrY
0

over there. T ik fora person whos here Now, —oday, She should g0 104

I think it is good thing like the old country, too, now, because my
de&&,
sister is~; © my sister she write to me. Why even in the
schools now, they start teaching the kids different languages, espe-
cially English, and I think is a very nice thing to do. Because I do
not like for anybody to go in any country to stay, you know and don't
have any knowledge at all in the language. Because it is just pretty
O‘\tH"C bl+
hard. It wasn't so bad for me beraose We know,+4_ But can imagine you

come over here and just don't know anything, that's very bad.

Did you move here to Onaway when you first came over here?

Yeah, uh-huh.
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Yeah, we tried to find a house in Potlatch, but can get no houses them

days. They were al#filled up so we find a house here.

I thought this town -~ that Onaway was just a little bit more indepen-

dent because Potlatch was a company town and this was a private one.

This was no town at all, then, you know.

Was no town?

No. They didn't have no light, they didn't have no water, they didn't
“hree

have anything. 1In fact, the water, they pvtin the water years. <90

Everybody used the well for year.

Oh, really?

The electricity came down- my two daughters was born, she was born in

1936 when they put in the electricity. So really, when I come over

here, because you heard to much in the old country about America.

People go to America look like everything is come out of the spigot

you know. And I was just stunned when I come over here, didn't have

no water, no electricity. At least over there, we didn't have muc@ bot+

we have that, you know.

Kind of disappointing.

19
Ya. Ya. It was- water and light- thag the main thing, you know. We
“they
didn't have it. had it in Potlatch, yes, but not over here.
when

Yeah, in 1936, the lights come in here.

You know, we talked about Prohibition here in the '20's. The people
around Potlatch say that the Italians made very good wine during that
time. That was one of the main ways that there was to get some kind

of alcoholic beverage at that time, otherwise it was bootlegged from
other places like Spokane. +he ~Me AraRes wWere iffziie;:;h we Cooldnw—,\

Well, he make his own wine allktﬁne.MO*‘CU\*%L*WMQJbecquseh’ Because

we use to over there, just enough for our own use.
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Do you remember guys who were selling wine?

Who?

Do you remember guys who were selling wine at that time in the '20's?

Back then?

Well, I don't know anybody that was sellin' wine. They was sellin'

whiskey. Bootleggersy.in other word, see.

Yep. Tﬁ&v«.deqd how.

That was being done all over.

Oh, yeah. All over the country, somebody bootleggin' you know.

It was a lot of money, you know, if you can get away.

Get away, yeah.

Well, they tell me that among the bachelors there was an awful lot of

gambling, too, in Potlatch. Lot of gambling.

Yes, Yeah, I tink so, especially when they have a lot of single mens,

qrovnd

specially. I can't say nothing about that because I never go, much.

I heard about this bowling game. They told me that, and told me that

it was really popular game among some of the Italian men, that they
Bocei

used a ball- what is that?

They used to have it down there when they have-

Yeah, was lot of Italian people,\%hc;havb e qame

Italian and Greek, they play, too.

Greek?

Uh~huh.

Well, I heard it was mostly- it was really Italian, but some of the

Greeks start playing-

They still doin' it in San Francisco and them big city like that, they

playing that game now. I heard it here not too long ago they still

have their Bocci game down there.



BACCA

SS:

JB:

SS:

JB:

SS:

JB:

SS:

JB:

SS:

JB:

SS:

JB:

SS:

JB:

SS:

JB:

AB:

JB:

SS:

27

So tell me a little of what Potlatch was like at that time when you
first came to work here.
I tink- I never joined any union here.
You never joined the union?

at
No, not dis oné:gey have now, but I join other ome. I finally got
tired, they changing union here every season you know. So I got tired
I say I won't join no more union. That was the end of it. Dis one is
dat de end of it. Dis one come in and den no more come in, see. Bat
the way it happen.
Do you remember when the union first got in in Potlatch? I understand
the company didn't want a union here.

haﬂv
It was a company union, the first one they haV?, yveah.
Which one? Is that the LLLL? Or which union I wonder.
It must have been it.
The LLL's was a company union.
Yeah. Dat's de one dey had den when I first come in, and den dey
oﬁ+cn~

change it- my 6d, o, But anyway, I finally got tired, I say, "I'm not
going a join no union anymore."
Do you remember the IWWs?
No, I tink that was-
Was this before your time.
Yeah. Uh-huh. Yeah.
When you first came here did you live in a boardinghouse?
No. No, -
With some friend of his.
I board with dem a while untiifa find a place to bach. I bach myself

there for about three years.

I heard a lot of people would take part of their earnings and send them
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back to the old country. Is that the way it was when you were here?
Send some money back to relatives at home?

AB: Well, if you can help it, you know, we never be able to do that, be-
cause we have a big family right away and so we didn't. But I suppose
somebody did, some did, to help, you know.

SS: But when you came over there weren't other women from— that had just
come over- you know, that were- who had come from Italy and those coun-
tries, were there? I mean, you were probably the only ones that were

around in Potlatch.

AB: Yes, there was %Pother one; two more. But one it was close to us.
roPrrly
Was in townkabout here to Princeton.
SS: Where was she from? The same country?
AB: Oh, yeah, the same country, not the same town. the hor+h too.
SS: Did you spend much time with her?
We was friends,
AB: Yeah. You know when somebody talk your language, you know, that the

comé he re.
main thing now. I never saw her before, It was nice.
A

SS: How did you find it was to mix with the American people that had been
here for a long time? Did it take you very long to get to know them?
#;Nd covfle Dne W AS Woman
AB: I \ aAreally nice lady. N She was a &‘glm . She was nice. She

Marie. Remember? When we was down in the house there. She was a
Belgian? Bohemian?

JB: Bohemian.

AB: Bohemia. This lady, she was here for years and years, speak English
just perfect. And I remember I was living in the house across and I
didn't know- well, she want to ask me something, she ask jqwm

ey
But Ikwas raising a little garden, I didn't know nothing about it ,
you know, and she show me how to fix the peas, you know, can peas and

that. She was the nicest lady. Course she was really old compare

what I was, you know. And she was a very nice lady.
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SS: You say she had been here for ?
AB: She must come from the old country because she talk like them and she w#s

Bohemia(n). Yeah, uhuh. And her husband was an Englishman. No?

I® Yeah.
SS: So did she start you gardening?
helf
AB: Well, no, we did the gardening, but she : me to can, " Tell

me what to do and everything like that. So that helped. I couldn't
speak very much until my kid went to school and then I started to talk

right away because when My kid was little I had to speak English, I
Iy
reel
have to speak Italian to them too, you they,didn't know much but Ita-
And that no good either.
lian when they went to school. nBecause the other kids they make fun.

SS: So they learn English in school and then they taught you.
\gn% AwWRY
AB: And they taught mek‘and I learned just to talk right away, yeah.
SS: But raising a family you probably were pretty busy, you probably didn't

have too much time to-

AB: No, that's it, you know. You can't go anywhere, so. And another thing
Yoo haie Lriend
you know, when - =~ some Italiankyou want to talk, you just go

there. And so you don't learn that way. And when my kid went to
school and then I really have to do something about it. And before

when they was little, I didn't think of thing like that. And-

JB: And the kid, it don't take long to-
AB: When the kids, you know they come home they talk English between the
he
children, and don't talk English to me, no, he won't, so I couldn't

learn that way neither,
SS: That didn't help too much.

But you probably didn't have too many people to talk Italian to, either.

JB: Yeah, that right, around here.
SS: What about church? Did you go to the--?
AB: We go to Catholic Church.

SS: Did you go to the Catholic Church here in Potlatch?
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Yeah.

That's one thing— I had heard in the early days, the Catholic Church
around Potlatch and Elk River- most of the Italian workingmen didn't
go. They didn't go to the church at all.

That's right.

And T heard that they - I heard, that it was kind of both ways- some
people said they didn't want- some people say that the church didn't
make them feel welcome enough in the old days, because there were a
lot of bachelors.

No, I don't think it was that way at all. I think- I mean, you come
over here and then, I don't know how to tell you, but it just so much

vet
different you know, youjdon't feel like you go anyplace, you know, the

. Vaa]e
'?;?yoi mix with the other people and probably that's why. You know,
Jim didn't go to church til I come over here tither and he was a good
Catholic.
Well, I went to church since I come over here.
Did you?
Oh, yeah.
Before you married? You went to church here?
Yeah. All the people that I stayin' there-
The family was a good church going.
Did many of the single men go to church when you first— when you were
first here?
Well, I don't know, because I think I was the only single man.
Well the single men they never go to church except two time a year;
Lamiy,vsoaily ey do.
Christmas and Easter. Single men go two time a year, usually. People Witha,

Was there much social activity that went along with the church in Pot-

latch?

No.
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Just the service?
Went to church and the service, yeah.
The women, they have a-
mee11¥9
What they call the Al%ar Societ%. There was a bunch of lady, more for
to be at church, cleaning, they called the Altar Society.
Did you do that?
No. No, because in those day I just couldn't, you know, with my family,
just couldn't, no.
Well the Depression was on pretty soon after you came back, wasn't it?
I mean, didn't it shut the mill down pretty soon afterwards? 1930,
or was it '32 they shut it down?
Maybe. Maybe it was '31.

W hen Eddie
No, I don't think so. The babykwas born and I think he was still wor-

pdde
king. 'Cac¥e, was born in '32.
Oh, yeah.
And then in the spring, in '32, the spring, I think, I remember now.
'32 and '33 and '34.
What did you do, Jim, after the mill shut down?
Well, some odd job. If they need me they call me, see. If they don't
% have to stay home.
But there was still some work from the company?
was st
Yeah. Theykworkeﬂg 15.fact, the planer never shut down, you know,
they work two- one and two and three days a week, you know.
The planer?
Yeah.
How come the planer could stay open when the mill shut down?

Well, they have lot lumber in the yard, you know. It wasn't working

too much, one and two days a week, sometime three, but mostly one and
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two.

AB: Yeah, but you were out of work for more than a year, you remember?

JB: Oh, yeah. I been out more than two years.

AB: Out in the woods.

SS: In the woods, you say?

AB: He was working in the woods to make wood.

JB: Yesh. For porselves.

AB: No. no, what do you call that?

JB: No, I didn't went out.

AB: Yes, you did, too.

SS: The CCs?

AB: The CCs.

JB: No, no. I never done that. We went out for ourself.

AB: I know that, but you worked for something-

JB: No, I went out, oh, I say about two months or so working the road, you
know.

SS: The WPA?

JB: Yeah, yeah.

AB: I thought you work for the CC, too.

JB: That all I ever done.

SS: Well, was the company very good during that time to people that worked

for them? I mean, did they do what they could?

AB: The company didn't do a thing.

JB: They give 'em credit, didn't they?

AB: What you mean, credit?

SS: At the store?

JB: Yeah. N ¢€”§{

AB: They don't give you more tha;/\ credit.
JB: Yeah.

AB: That all.

SS: That'e natr miieh
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No. :CJbaf.30dqun dose day you don't have anything, you know. Nothing.

Course, they have this card- where they give you the food. They never

Wt v s
give - because we had the house.

A
Because you owned the house?
Yes. Because we owned the house-- they won't give you anything, dat
was terrible. Remember you went down once and they didn't give you
3 whS “4eenble
anything., But I don't think it was ‘e hovse, we just came

here.

You mean you hadn't been around Potlatch long enough.

. s ov ONC€ .
Uh-huh. L +hnkK ‘Hhey gve vs our $ood. L don't Yemember. Twio +ime
Was this the company or the government?
The government. Yeah. - they giv7§ou

some food, some beans or some-
But you'd been here for a while. o Cser ek Hhey Neder,
Anyway, they never give it to us. I rememberTTkeﬂ went down once ang wheny
You see, I've heard that the company was- helped some of the married
people that had been around here a long time. That's what I heard

during the Depression. Those were the people they gave preference to

on the work. But I don't know how true that is. Did they give you

much work?

No.

Compared to the other guys?

No, not too much. The only place they work that was one thing in

Suppose
the planer. And I don't know how they do it. \ They kind of played it

\)\q 5‘\&,
up, you know.\,I never got anything out of it.
Did that really make it pretty rough for the families to get by those

vears, and did you have any government assistance-

We never had anything.
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Chickens . for example
AB: \We vsed Yo faix, Than you just go out in the country get 4 fifty cents

Chickens
or whatever, you Lecdl youY o and then you got your wage and your

M\\\( 50
"~ that help. If you can pick up a sack of potatoes and your
» you get along.

SS: What about the stuff you had to buy from the store? Did you have any

cash to buy stuff?

AB: No, we didn't have very much. No.

SS: Those were rough times for a lot of people.

AB: Yeah.

JB: Yah, you gotta have something, otherwise you don't get nothing. That's
right.

SS: What do you mean? You got to have something?

AB: I mean like, through the Depression, you know, you went down the store

say, Can T T

and you don't have no money, - they charge. If you don't have some-

thing you know- yoof novse Abat+ BeloNg —+o 4oL,

they don't give you anything. Because I remember- if you don't have
property, and this man down there he say,''Yeah. you can have credit

5
for thirty days."and that;it, you know. What you going to do if you

whateiey” Got Youor hpuse
charge,and then in thirty day you don't have it then. for
Sale
before you know, so you have to watch what you doing. Yeah.
SS: This store; did you trade at Cnaway?
No
AB: Yeah, Onaway, that what I'm talking about, yeah. ,Potlatch we

never tried to- big company not for us you know. Big company, they

help
have people, they have money and they don't poor people.
JB: Yeah, we used to have a store here, where the church is now, store
there and that pretty handy then, you know. cods here.
Lamily where +hey Nave all 9

\ Ny e Nouvse hc(<
AB: Lot of .» they was trading the wood.ND@‘yh‘4 have a =a A

And all the farmer bring the wood to this store, you know and change

for the grocery.
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SS: Well, did you think about leaving and trying to go someplace else or
did you figure it wouldn't make any difference in the Depression?
AB: In the Depression? No, really no, because like ;f’say, we have the
house here, and we didn't know where to go, you know because if you
qlready har<

don't know anybody, you know, and beside we, kid, two kid you know

SIDE D so F'y prefy..

AB: Yeah, might-be Reg er. you just have to take a chance, you know.
And so, we just A to stay.

SS: I've heard the company-

AB: For us it wasn't bad, but it wasn't bad like for American people be-

e ht a bad year
cause we used to, see. We come over and it was very bad; we was use

to it, you know.
SS: It was easy to make-
AB: Yah, was easy, you know, to make end meet with nothing, really. BUt
lot of people like American people or probably people that was here
for long time, they know better day, :$2§ pretty hard for those people.

JB: Yeah, and you don't have many chance to go anyway. There be depres-

sion all over, unless you find somebody that got a farm or something

like that.
e veraxves Yoo can 4k Somethiug fo hel p\l/au, Lo N a Strasge Hown
AB: I ¢ yo% aot 50m€9“%\find job or something like thatk Everybody in

those day was looking for work so.

SS: You figured like the company store, if you'd asked them for credit,
they wouldn't have given it to you?

“T covldn's veally +eir you

AB: pbut like I say, We try down there, and that's it so.

SS: I wondered if it would have made any difference there if you'd have
been around this country for a long time, like you say, if you'd have
been here for twenty years instead of just a couple.

AB: It might have made a difference, I don't know. I really couldn't tell.

SS: It shouldn't matter, one way or the other.
domtk Mo Now mucn Credit you coold get by whe sore.

AB: hwe used to buy down there when he was working. It isn't like now, you
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know. Now you pay cash. Down there use pay once a month.

SS: At the store?

&W\e‘f leep a bill.
AB: KYou figure the bill you know. Once a month you check all your bill.
SS: Do you know what the prices were in Potlatch compared to here? The

prices of goods— were the prices good down there?
T hoese days
AB: Oh, yeah, I think it about same, down here as it was in- , They didn't
have no sale. They put the price and that the price. You know. Now
you always wait until Tuesday when they send out special, Tn those day

5<+ —?(nce.
they never. You know what you get. In those day doesn't matter.

\ﬂ’\CY w"i+"\'+ +here and Fhat's ;£

SS: When you were bringing up your kids there in the '30's, do you feel
that you raised them strictly? Or do you feel that you were easy on
the kids?

AB: Well, you know in those day they don't have it like they have now-
you know, all this, playing bowling and everything. They don't have

\ ‘\’V\L‘ ()Std 4o

gnd all like that, so I really couldn't tell you that. I

those thingh

tried my best.

SS: I just wonder because sometimes the people say that they raised their
kids pretty strict. That the kids had to toe the line and do whatever
the parents told them, that seems different than the way it is these
days. The parents are pretty easy with the kids, and I Just wondered
if you-

AB: Well, in the old country, what the father saylthat go. But I don't
think he never was like that. I think there was too much over there.

l o€ Kids oyer where, Hheyire JUST
T dontd agree withhiat, (avse & lot, Scared of his father. T think it is

+ill
5
no right. A father should be strict, yes, but“ ,» he should be.
SS: Do you think he was scared of his father when he grew up?
AB: Well, I don't know, because he lost his father when he was a little

boy, you know. But I know my dad- I was scared of my dad, Oh, yes.
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Ss: Your father was hard on the girls as well as the boys?
AB: Oh, yes. Yeah, uh-huh. So I tried not to be that gruff, you know,
tried to be more friendly. But you have to be strict sometime, too.

- with . Sl the y
But I think over there, parent are too strict, ves.] @ﬂ%‘respect—yp%

you fear it, more, you know. And tha#ﬁmm good. Then you?mvkbe able
to talk to them or anything like that because you scare them. You
should respect your father and mother and not be scare.
SS: So you brought up the kids it was more to respect but not be afraid.
AB: No.
SS: When did the depression start ending for you? When did things get
back ?
Yhat was the
AB: Well, when Roosevelt was elect president. RooseveltAstart, you know,

e DSGV&H’,
the business going, pretty good.KLet's see was-

JB: Hoover.
AB: Oh, Hoover was no good. Roosevelt was the one who-
SS: In '33 he started.
AB: And that when it started pretty much the job and thing like that, you
know. He was a good president.
SS: When did the work start again in the mill?
AB: Well, I think just about that, '33. No, ' 34~ Roosevelt?
SS: No, he started in '33, but it took a while to get—
‘Rﬂ”&&*
AB: L'33_ '34, in there.
JB: In '34 the’ to open up.
SS: Did you get your job back as soon as the mill opened?
AB: Yeah, uh-huh.
akb 4o —that
JB: Yeah, right =~ i
SS: What did you think of the foremen in the mill?
JB: They alright. I never had nothing to do with him. He alright.

SS: I've heard some were good and some were bad. Some were strawbosses
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kind of.
(L ours e
You'll find them everywhere. They be alright.ASometime the thing
ain't going just as you want it. Anyway, they are the bosses.
And if you want to work there, that the way it goes.
What did you think of the big management? Who was the general manager
when you came there?
That was Mr. Laird.
He was here when you came?
&A\
He was here.A Good man.
You liked him?
really
Yeah. He was a "~ good man. I see lot a manager after that, you
know. Some they complain about it, as far as myself I didn't have
nothing to complain about.

What do you think made him a good manager? Laird? What was good about

him? We WAS LQave 20 e workm3 people.
g 8

Well, he never go around there, see’.\A Hé take them bosses word.

You mean, he didn't go around the mill?

That's it. He don't go around. O'Connor was around here, he was a-
round every day, around the mill, you know. Somebody, they don't like

e
that. It don't make no difference if anybody goes around or not,

haveé yo puY Uob o

hdo, ) anyway, if there is = body around or not. They
had a card, see and that card'll tell you if you do the job or not,
see. So the way it is then and it don't make no difference if the boss

ovY

is around or not. We got to do work anyway.
But you figured that Laird was better because he didn't snoop around
the mill? He took the--?
Well-

He took the boss's word,
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Dat's what the men say. As far as myself it don't make no difference,
see, because, we don't see anybody that goes around, see. So if they
come in the fire room then they see it, but otherwise, you know, but
that's a dirty play to go in there, the fireroom, and they usually look
in, and that's all, see. They won't come in.

Do you think Laird was fair to the working men?
Ahat's what
I tink so., Everybody said Laird a good man, Yeah.
he
Well, some people really liked him, and some people have said that

thought he was better than anyone else. That he was kind of highhanded.
You know, that he thought he was better. I've heard both ways about

him.
a0 Qa( as CE can 5¢¢,

Well, "I didn't see either one anyway to talk with them. . O'Connor
A

used to come around in the 4vrben room and see him up there, see. Used

and Hhad's it
to say hello, and how's things going. I can't say, because I didn't
A

have nothing to do with him. If I was a boss it would be different,

and QueIvNY,
see, talk with him“it would be different. The big bosses, they won't

talk to everybody. There is just a handfull working in the mill now.
cvt

All they do now, they get one saw» and they cut- all they do they, two
by four and two by sixes, and they don't cut any lumber. The lumber
come in there from the other sawmills, see.
Your job as fireman, was that pretty hot work?

goeerally, we
Yeah. It was very hot, then theyhhave bigger load and everything.
The way they do now, that's different, they low the pressure down and

o days

everything. f\They used to have to work to hold up the steam up, you
know. Had lot of shovelir: to do, too, you know. We can't have the
sawmill that's not working, we has to shovel in the fuel bin, shovel
onto fuel. Yeah, and that was really hard work.

ry
Did you have to work to keep the steam up at a steady pace allAtime

or were there times when you had to work hard and sometimes when it
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was easy?

JB: Well, when the sawmill working then you get the fuel from the sawmill.
SS: Right.
JB: But weekend, then the fuel bin it won't hold any more fuel so

'3
C
we have to shovel it out, what is leftrﬁn the fuel bin. That was hard

work , you know.

SS: Did you take breaks during the day besides at lunch time?
445
JB: Just the lunch time, that's all. Yep.ﬂ Different now. The sawmill

they get two breaks.now.
AB: Get three breaks. Nine o'clock and two o'clock and lunch, would be

three now.

JB: Well, lunch, they shut off. The way we do down there, they just give
VERY
enough breakienough to eat your lunchj and a0 '"jh* on.
SS: That's what it was then?
v ¥ oWy
We aenty aer ©
JB: Yeah. Een minute or half an hour or an hour- just enough to eat your

lunch and go right back again.

SS: Did you eat your lunch right where you worked?

JB: Yeah.

SS: How many guys did you work with?

JB: We was two firemen and a watertender there, see. The watertender when

the fireman sit down to take the lunch then the watertender would come
ard e \¢
inhtil they get through eat thq.lunch.

SS: Was he really tired when he'd come home at night?
v$Pe(’\QuY " L\(Q«
AB: Yes. \ He has to workkall the time, you know, every day.
JB: Yeah, walking- lot of walking. Got to walk all the time over them

fires, see, and hot in the summer, especially.
SS: So you'd be sweating all the time in the summer ?

JB: Yes, just about all the time.

SS: Well, I can see five days a week, but seven days sounds a little bit much.
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Sometime he was working overtime.

Yeah. Somebody don't show up, see, then you have to work until some-
body come. Especially ' night, didn't show up at night and then you
know you gotta stay the rest of the shift. No time and a half for
that neither.

No overtime, huh? The thing that seems important to me - if you
could make enough money there to put some away and save up, or if it
took you all you made to live on, then you couldn't get ahead. You
know, if it took you all the money you were making to raise a family-
I think a lot of people did. Did it take all your money pretty much
just to raise a family?

Yes.

Yeah, he didn't get very high wages, you know. The people really was
making the money was people working down like the-

The gyppo, see, work in the yard, you know.
Jhen ey

“the lomber, whareler Jhey oo, they was making money, ,could save money.

5

I heard that a lot of Italian people did the lumber piling and that in
the yard.

Yes, they was making money, yeah, you bet.

The greenchain?

Yeah.

Well, they get the same wages~4henuMigﬁ/ the greenchain.

He work a contract, you know.

%he greenchain?

N

That was probably the lumber pilers.
Oh, the lumber pilers. That's different, yeah. They make money.
They worked awful hard, too, didn't they?

Yeah, long hours, too. Sometime they go down early in the morning.

Ad Stk up “the  lumber,
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But I don't know. I never done anything like that you know, I know
just what it is.

Your friends, when you were married and living here; who were the peo-
ple that you were friendly with? Did you have some people that were
close friends? Other couples that you spent time with?

Oh, yes. They not here any more.

»m¢yl(L bovh dead.
Ecchers, that's the name.

A
Ecchers. Michelis and Valors.
Who?
Valors.
What kind of name is that?
That a-
Is that an Italian name?
Oh, yes. That Italian name, yeah.

— e ATV -
Were most of your close friends from Italy? poO¥ P e

¢ Lind cem hevt Sas hete and e
Oh, no, no, no., They was, you know, like I said probably, ovt of +own Wiey,

owhed +ime wnjA

But still you haven't seen them over there. You just meet them here.
But I meant like the other friends besides them- those other families
they weren't Italian, were they? Ecchers?

Yeah, yeah, they Italian. Oh, yeah.

And who was the other family you named?

Michelis.

Were they from Italy, too?

Oh, yes. And from the north, too.

What did you do with your spare time when you weren't at work? You
know on the weekends or that sort of thing.

He worked every day, you know. We don't have much spare time.

When did you start working five days a week? When did that change?
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It change about, oh, I don't remember that.

After World War II?

No, I think it started before. I think probably you work about ten

years working every day, then just started six day, you know. And

then five day.

So you really didn't have time to do things like take a little trip

or-?

MoNeY -Q\’ +Hat- m£+<f

Oh, my gosh,we never hAAQWL No way! First three yearAhe was here went

down and see his brother in California, and that has been; C(Craig is

eighteen, eh? Graduate from high school about eighteen.

Who is he, Craig?

My grandson. Eighteen when you graduate from high school.

Yeah. Eighteen.

> ke

‘CU/S"' \lao';"w" we ta

So it be seventeen yeaﬁ, he went to California to see hi s brother.

Well, we take vacation, like up tolﬂhﬁ Park and like that, you know.

Go to Coeur d'Alene on the Fourth of July.

—they

Usually the companyAhave picnic every year and sometime at Coeur d'

Alene and sometime at LA\(d P@xk‘ . We raise our kids, we

had a cow and a garden and a peeg, andAwe haveenough to take care of

without——-

Yeah, there has to be somebody at home all the time.

When you used to get together with your friends; what would you do

mostly? Just sit around and talk?

Yes. You talk about old country most, about old time, you know, thing

and whatever

like that. How they was there and now they were her?, you know. No
‘5

matter how long you gone from your country, never forget it. Thag‘one

thing, you know.:£+‘b shil your’ Pplace.

Did you ever go to dances around here?

No.
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Say, where you from?
Troy. I didn't grow up there, though.(Pavse /7 ape)
You have to be really lucky some time, you know, people, to get along.

. you bramn Yor what

Bu ~also have 42 hav¢ & and we don't have that, you know. But I

mean, you know people smart and they can go to school or something and
I +hunk
then you can go someplace, but just common people.n We have a good life
here, much better than we used to.
Well, I don't know if it makes any difference between- if you are com-
\ARgvaqe $ree.,

mon people or if you're not- & better yob.Yho speat your,

* vy or,
T ik i yoo have an cducation ;more, Hhat coonts a lot, fou can +vy forg

I'm sure that your kids must speak, you know, be just as much at home

in this country as anybody whose grandparents and great grandparents

were born here. That was your daughter I met, wasn't it?

Yes, yes.

She could have been the sixth generation American as far as you could

tell.

Oh, yes, they don't speak any Italian at all. They only UNderstand a little bk,
Because like I say, when they start to school I try not to talk--jus+t for #hat
so I can learn.

And then they forgot all the Italian.

nen
And thenAI learn and then we always speak English, you know. I re-
member when I got my citizen:’ paper, oh, my gosh, I was scared to

death and I remember the judge say, "Oh, you're doing great.”dr+¥«tnzg
study, what vhey a8k Joy. Bo+ T mignt say yes 1o someHung,

:E wWro ke dhat, Bacz):sc %ey 3ive yoo whateyer, T guess I give the right
answer and I didn't have no trouble, but oh, it is a frightening thing
you know.

Did you have to spend a lot of time studying for it?

" Doc -‘Am;ly "
I did, quite bit, you know. And learned fromhiids. it, different
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+ +he Same age o5 my girl. And she come over

er aich, tbou
WH‘:‘ 428'&41 (5 d seme SpPecral Sttt /7€, ave e Pr‘cs;den+

s he Ha
"~ this book, you know about the government, the right and *ea
be heve in s coontrY before be o Presigen t. THMq S /1 ke T

be elect- who ' suppesed o be, how many Years and I learnt it.

[

One thing that I wonder about myself is and I don't really think that
there is enough equal opportunity in this country yet. I do feel that
the bigshots and the people that have a lot of money have a lot of
extra advantages.

c%"”*ky
Oh, yes, I can say that.
That's how I feel about it.
You just take in the trial, you know, like people done something.
Rich people done something, they don't get hardly anything, but the
poor people just steal some bread probably because he's hungry, but

Penalty

he's got a big That isn't fair to
me. Because he have the money to buy lawyer and everything like that
you know. Then they got hardly anything.

The law- like if somebody embezzles, you know, takes $50,000 from
snother company, from his company, and runs away with it, he might get
a year in prison or something or two years, and a guy steals a bunch

of transistor radios, he'll get twenty.
Yeah, that is not justice. I have to tell you that in the old coun-
try there is not that kind of law.
There isn't?
No. The law is for everybody, rich or poor. You don't get away with
nothing. I never heard anything in the old country like this

her <
here- I don't know now- but all the thing they do - they punish
a guy right there then and thatx%he end of that. Because then other
people got scart to do that, because they know they be punished. But

e more ‘W\e\{
like here, they do it because they know they can go free,h do,
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15
They just let it go. Yeah, but over there, thag one thing
the law
you can say about the lawh}s equal and is strong, you know.

That's interesting.

There is no such a thing here, no such thing, you don't get away
with
nothing, not if you're rich or you're poor.
The ¥Watergate cases were good examples of the way our law works.
All the bigshots get- slapping on the wrists.
And so-  you betcha.
Just like that girl in San Francisco, you know.
Patty Hearst.

Yeah, Patty Hearst.

She probably get about seven year now. She supposed to be thirty-five-

she start at thirty-five year, now she back to sevenh "~ by the time
they finish =
She'll be out in six months coold.

0f coorse, Hrese people, Hhey are wilionaires they can hide anyHhiug ey,
Right. /

I don't know the girl or anything like that.

But that's the way it goes.

I don't know what it's like around here so much, but I know like in
Bovill that a lot of these guys that worked for the company for fifty
years or more than fifty years. I know two people out there that are
getting thirty dollars a month pension from the company after working
for them for over fifty years and they didn't start a pension I guess
until after World War II, I guess they didn't have any pension at all.
But even so, that's awful low for having spent most of your life wor-
king for one company.

Example
" here, my husband. He work twenty-seven and he got fifty dol-

lar. The people ten year now, they probably get two hundred dollars
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a month from the same company. That isn't right.

Well, the union.

I know, because the union. But it isn't right, I know. They should
go back and start, you know and-

Yeah. They should.

Because after all they work for the company, they bu ild the company

That‘s .
up. . the people they did. A/l e peeple yost geing 117 17¢

Well, when did he retire?
'65.
'65.
No, '66.
Be ten year now. Next month.
When did they go over o the steam turbins?
They still there.
When did they start?
Oh, they started right up when the power plant started up.
Oh, I see.
They used to make their own juice.
Oh, that's right.
>
They used to heat all the town withksteam you know, because the town
belong to the company there,+\ KN years aqo.
They sold it here about ten or fifteen year ago.
Do you think they- the company made money off the town?
Oh, yeah. (Chuckles)
Yes. They owned the steam from the power plant.
And so they made the profit.

Oh, yeah.Pecavse -they Pompthose novies not very Much

but nothing fancy about it. So they really didn't put in too much money .
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The vent that people pay, they take it out from your check. They
don't wait for you to go and pay. So the rent  was sure, you know.
Like there is lot peoplgﬂgw, you know, they might wait a month or two
to pay, and then they just took off and g0, you know. But that was
sure money because they take{gut from your check before you get the
money, see.

Well, you know, they talk about- they used to talk a lot when I studied
in the history of the early days, they used to talk about, 'rags to
riches'. You know in America anybody could start out in rags and make

it to riches.

XN‘*“} what

kThey think in the old country you just go to America and you get rich
right away, you know. That's what I think about it.

Is that what you grew up believing?

Yeah, believe in over there, yes they do. They do.

Well, it isn't the truth.

It isn't the truth. Probably for a few you know, But most of the people)
they have to work like anyplace else. Course, you got opportunity to
work here and make life better.

But to make a lot of money, it seems like a lot of times you do it at
somebody else's expense.

Well, if you want to be an honest ferson.

If youfgptrade man especially, you can do awful good here in this coun-
try.

A trade man, you mean like a Plumber or that sort of thing?

Yes, that right

Carpenter?

He never have any chance to do that you know, to learn that.

L
There's a big difference between the skillhunions like the AFL and
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then the industrial lijg the CIo was.
Yep. Of course, take like myself- we had education, yes, but not
enough to amount to anything.
= ' grade was not very much, you know. Of course in the eighxgrade
I think they learn high school over there because over there they are
more strict, you know. When you go to school, you learn.
Did they have you study Italian history when you were in the eighth
grade? Well, history of Italy, I'm talking about.
Oh, yes, oh, yes.
With all the renaissance and-

T loved
Yes, I used to know it, I don't remember it any more, but - .
that. That my best subject. My worse was arithmetic, I never could
get that.
The history-~ the Roman Empire.
/‘ar” 4//&60:)'7" /7-

Yeah, all this, yeah. We learn all this- empir¥,

I like that. & 4lways did-

Florence is such a great city, too.

What?
Florence was a great city.

ey
Florence, we never been down there. Course, in those day didn't

4o,
have no car or anything. Course now they dor éhey don't have the many
eNey
they have here, but they do yes. If you go someplace you had
to go on train.
Well, did your good friends that were here, did they stay here til they
died?
Yes, uh-~huh. Oh, yes.

They were older than you?

Yes, oh, yes. They was much older than we were.
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Had most of them been here before yqu came?

They were here before, yeah.

These couples?

Oh, yeah.

Yep. Now we just about dead. All these people here in Onaway.

Yeah. WY ank  Guwmbert) and Thafy o+

Well, I guess I should get going. I hadn't realized I had stayed here-

I enjoy it.

to Lewis-
Two or Hiree +imes went
———————— to Lewiston, to Spokane, and two or three went to Lewiston.
And they never did come back?
No.
That the one only one, George and I here.
Here now.
And then %m™me0 ig still- he was here-
He was here til he went to Lewiston, yeah. He Was working bor the Fotlateh,
Was he here when you first came here?
Oh, yeah.
I've tried to talk to him. Do you ever see him?
Oh, he come up- CPAOS“”**FQ) I never know where they are, but I
know them. Oh, yes.
Came over- married and came over.
Oh, they usually come over and get marry, oh, yes. Course usually
the man come first, and you know, they get job and everything, you know,
I've heard other times of men going back to get married and then coming
back over here. And sometimes they leave their wife behind and then

come over.
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Yes, sometime yov don'+ 3CA’ 4 job and probably that why the
reason.

Did you find it- like I heard like I mentioned before that sometimes
women didn't want to come over because they preferred the old country-
The old 1life.

Have you known that to be true in some people?

In my case, no.

You, no. But I meant like other women that you knew.

I really don't know, because like I said, whenever they left over

hevey
there they - come back, you know, they alway stay, so they don't

like it, Oh, I don't know-TH's Pretly here| he MuHe vbisl) [eaye there.

I always remember my oldest sister, Maria, she always said, "Don't go

over there," she say, "Because if you go, never see you." And I thought
PN covntCy

I come over, and just stay here for a few year then go back, you know.

And we was wwaand she was right. But I didn't believe her, you know,

I say, "Oh, no, I come back and see you again." She say, '"No, you ne-

ver see me." And she was right. And she was quite a bit older than

me, about twenty year older. I guess she know what she was saying,

what she was talking about.

Maybe because she had seen it happen before?

Yﬁ(b the old
Her husband he waskin : cou ntry. He was in America and then he
\

s
went back and he never come backr‘you know.
A
Yeah, I know, I know. And he got kill in the war.
Yeah. And he was here when he was young boy, then he went back in
the old country; marry my sister and then they just stay there.
And then he went to the war?
and n Octtber
An 1914, he went to the war . in August he got killed. And thgy

have a little boy, he was born in June and he went to war in August
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didn't get to see this little boy and he got killed. He went to the
front right away. He didn't even know how to hold a gun or nothing,

and ~Shat's 1t
they just sent 'em in just like a bunch of cows—+%€y5eﬂ+‘@ﬂ7*°4”e pastire,
In Greece, you know, when they having the first big fight. Or whaterer
= wWAas.

T 4uess a.gamsf Russra.,

They were going to send them off to die.
marry

Right. It was " ' about a year, year and a half, and they had this
little boy four months old.

Which sister was this? You had more than one sister?

I had two sisters.

This was not the oldest? The one that was twenty years older?

Yes, this was my oldest sister, the one I was telling you about.

You weren't sure that you would stay here at that time? You thought
you might go back?

I thought so, you know.

That you would maybe go back?

Yeah, I thought so for few year then I come back. And she told
me, "Don't go, because you never come back." I say, "Oh, yes, I come."
I said. And she was right, you know.

But with Jim being a citizen I'd thought he wouldn't be too likely to
go back to stay for good.

Well, yeah, yeah. You can come back anytime, you know.

That's true, you could.

But then, you know , over there m +h4'*ﬂ0;ou can come back, but there

’

isn't anything to do, you don't have nothin' you don't have anything.
There no job there, that's for sure.

I wonder what people did do before they could leave the country and go

someplace where there was more opportunity.
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Well, lot young boys, I remember they used to go to Trieste or Taranto.
Thatfa big city. And they do job like engineering the train or those
kind of job like that. I know lot boy{ﬁgyﬁob like that, you know. In
the big city.

Had people been coming to the United States for a long time, do you
think from where you lived?

I can remember, oh, my gosh, yes. I know from our town, like I said,

2

my husband's sister- was married in 1913, I guess, yes, he die- and
he e a‘fcud(
he was ’ v overAand come back, you know before 1913.
I heard a lot of people were on the section gangs when they were first
building the railroads in through this country. They were railroad
men.
Uh-huh. 1 suppose. I don't know what my brother-in-law was doing, be-
cause like I said, I was just a little girl, but I know he was here be-
&éd have
fore he marry my sister. What job\he I don't know.
Would you say that a lot more people were going to America than anyplace
else?
If they had a chance they could. Oh, yes.
To me where you lived they would 80 to America rather than say England
or some place.
"Cavse a lot of people

Oh, yes. 1In our town they do. Oh, yes. you know,k

2
Jﬁdon't have the kind of money to do a big step like that you know-

pno#lé)’ %'Nﬁ
“You know, there no law then, they might change the law, too, put at that hime. .,
It fifty-five year now- fifty-six. year we been here in this country.

Just can't remember too much about it. (Laughter)

I remember, I go back I know- to go back there I could fly. But you

4o the
know we went to Trieste, that was a port, you know,Abig boat. And it
-H’\N’ “Huy
take . teen day to go, and I stay teen day in bed.

Really, you were that sick?
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Ao like #at, T get a terrible
That sick. And when I get off of the boat I said— £'€7 know, vhe waters,

just to mention the boat again make me sick. And I say, "Never, never
lnowo Becavse we got o qurl in Californs &

again." I,8onna die before I go on another boat, I say. A plane s °“4+h?"t\
dhe Plane
we went couple time to see h¢r inn and I just love it. If you don't
on the boat /;5'2“:'
get sick At is a beautiful trip, you know. Yoo can sec somuch / Just,
But if you get sick, forget about it. Couse, in those day they don't

P
give you anything, now they have all this medicine. 7he wewd, /7 vWA45
Just perfeet, T coould enfoy cyery Mminvte. Thrteer days 1 a boat

1o a \0'\6»' .

When you first came here in 1920, what did the country seem like to
you?

I come from F;I%hﬁe— well, really Belgium. That's where I took
the boat.Retferdam yag 4 port.

Did you land in New York City?

Well, yeah, we stop in Engiand therejiittle bit and pick up
some passengers, and then WQWf to New York.

Did you then come straight out by train to Wyoming?

—hat yost like o
Yeah. Four days, and night. Oh, boy, that's a long ways 0p41:r‘r5"”"4b”k

Frs Mo
I never forget that. That a long time to be in a train. (Chuckles)
Oh, we change it once in Chicago.

Did you talk to anybody on the train?

I can't talk!

Couldn't understand it.

Yeah.

I mean there wasn't any Italian people in the train.

No. 1In fact, I was alone when I left home and I find people there on

the boat, you know talk Italian, that all. But after New Y ork then

I didn't see anybody til I got to Rock Spring then I got some-



BACCA

SS:

JB:

SS:

JB:

SS:

JB:

AB:

JB:

AB:

JB:

AB:

JB:

AB:

JB:

AB:

JB:

AB:

SS:

JB:

SS:

JB:

55

body else to talk then.

Your family.

Yeah.

Like you say, like coming home.

Yeah.

Did you ever see any accidents in the mill? Any bad accidents in the
sawmill?

No, no, I didn't see any-

You did, too!

I know man got kill when T was down there, but I wasn't there.

He got kill in the same place he was working.

Well, on the greenchain. He was oiling the greenchain and he got tan-

gled up with the overalls and stuff and he got ground up in the green-

chain.

\(LW\CWM ey
The Bergen over there,k Bergen over there.
Oh, yeah,

He was working with you, same place.

That's right. Yeah, he was running the engine and he got kill when he
shut it off- and I don't know what happen-

I thought when he g0 blowing the whistle something fell off-

He was blowing the whistle-—

NO. no, he shut off the engine-

And something backfired-

He shut off the engine, and somehow he got killed?

Yeah. T don't remember just what happen. That's been quite a while
ago. I can't remember;ggg’just what it is.

This guy who got killed on the 8reenchain: do you remember who he was?

His name was- Patter- Patter-
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Patterson?
€T gvtﬁ?

awas his name.

Oh, I don't know. I know the other one Jesse-
Huh?
I know Jess Bergen.
The one that got kill there, shut off the engine, his name was Bergen.
Bergen, Jess Bergen?
s N [,‘H‘/C« bt puf here.
Jess Bergen.Ht\Oﬂﬁ hwqﬁvafﬁ I don't know just what happen, it been
—+ere
so long, you know. But anyway, he got kille%.
Did they call this Onaway when you first came here?
Uh-huh. Oh, yes.
But all it had was the one store? And that was the only place of bu-
siness here?
Lo litfle b1+
Yes. Oh, they had a gas station and sold “thing, you know, like
pop and stuff like that.

I heard that some people would come here to shop instead of in Potlatch.

People from Potlatch. ‘ ’
’ 1 LLI""? s ong b Tle fnd;; but
¥ 4 ‘ . - L\
Thds right. Oh, yes, I remember that, oh, yes. gqmﬂw»ﬂvﬂg-ﬂ“j‘““ ”W!’ﬁﬁiv
rdidn i dfnave no vetrigerator

~In those day we have to go store every day becavse 1n “Hhose day 7®V‘A
so whatever you need - especially summertime, you know. If you buy
meat-

We used to have a icebox- buy ice, you know to put in it. Just a small
thing.

Did you cook on a wood stove?

5 when
Oh, yes. Until after the second war, I guess, thatfye buy that one.

The second war. The end of the second war, T -thwk.
Yeah, right after. Well, they started out before the war- after the

war that they couldn't get the part-



BACCA

AB:

JB:

SS:

AB:

JB:

AB:

JB:

AB:

JB:

SS:

AB:

SS:

AB:

JB:

SS:

JB:

AB:

SS:

AB:

SS:

57

No, he talking about the stove now. When we buy the stove, you know.

Oh, yeah.

What were you talking about?

When we buy this refrigerator, we buy that around the Second World War,+10'
Because I remember they fix it because they didn't put in the right-
Copper, or whatever they use-

Copper that-

nda Wood
Ihlike the‘stove, you know, I didn't mind. Course it is dirty, you

XY Kiud ot miss 4t
know, that\one thing I don't like about it, but I . We still
got one down the basement.We 05¢ i+ in winter ime, 1175 ¢o/d . Becavse ook
Novse (s only with clectric heat. EV"/b°dY'5 Cold/ t+'s pretty barih"a
KeepyWarm. We can, but i+ Cost yoo more. We vse that down e ome
basement. 7= Used —o can down Hiere , T+ WA S ILind of Steve like thes one.
Used to wash down there.
Washing used to be a bigger deal, too.
. ‘CM
Oh, my gosh, yes. L @<+‘mY‘0d§ wash in the tub, you know. Now those
kid complaining, they don't krow what work is,no way! Washing and
0 COmpafc'
drying and everything.AAAnd you have to do it, you know, you just do
it and you don't think about a thing like that. Do whatever you have to.
Would you write down the names of those- of your friends? (F“LB‘ 1 *alk&)
What did the men do for a living? Did they work at the sawmill, too?
Yes, all three. They all work down the sawmill, don't they?
Huh?
What jobs did they do?
Well, one was kinda mechanie. He fix anything.
He was a mechanic. He was working there in same place, but course-
he Keep U Jhe MaCh”er
Yeah.
“M,\Y\H\&(yi He working 5+ea,dy and -he
Be Neept up he N make lot of money- , Pull “the [umber,

Piling lumber.
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AB: Yeah.

SS: What about,.,?

AB: \;\r@g/{was working in the same place when you did.

JB: Oh,n o, he was working in the back of the shop. See, they have -
they got a electric truek and moter and stuff and it was

all electric, see, and he was charging off the battery down there,

stuff like that. That what he was working at- John.

AB: Yes. Now what was Tony wife name?

JB: Eda.

AB: Oh, Eda.

SS: And they had come - had they all come from the south of Ttaly?

AB: No, no, they come more from north.

SS: They all came from the fjriakﬁw/'“°r+*7 Lhan weare.

AB: Oh, yes from north. » Yes, they talk German real good because they

was so close to the border, yes. And in the summertime they used to
had

German pecp/c.
work for this German)j: 3()@‘%5 +heyq o dot oF Ge a

5
They had this big ranchfover there, what you call it, I don't know
real
and they work for those people. And so they speak Germaqﬂgood .

SS: You said the Valozs lived- did they live at Princeton?

AB: What?

SS: You said one of the families livedv?s far away &8s Princeton?

AB: No, I mean in the old country-\l:gl'éw t:is ;@A@\]N live in the same
town.

SS: Which family is this that lived so close? To you.

AB: To me?

SS: Yes.

AB: These two here.

SS: They both lived here?

AB: Yes. And this one they live a little bit farther up, you know.
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Well, here, where did they liye? Did they live in Onaway or Potlatch?
These families,

i “Hree
They live in Onaway, right here.k This family they live in Onaway for

many year, and then they moved to Potlatch. This two, they never did.

They come over here, they die here, all four.

Uind of gie Jou he cletail.

A

' Lerevrt i€
jT:+siy :/cVES;//:lIYDU teik and make €riends. Kalke alot ©

They come from Italy.
That's very interesting that they stayed and that you had good close

friends that come from near the same place. »
ov are. all alone-, yov have somebody, Like

€ @r'/enofs.

There a lot of American lady that are good to me. You make lot friend.

But those lady friend- you know, she can't because she don't talk. I
050'44\\ when
never forget the first time I went to the—A there was two time, I

wd my kids-— Can yov imagine jourseld in the. hospital and =Y
I
tHoweld?" |5 ENgllS"\? o ol

I never forget this lad% she, " here and she was the best nurse
and she just help me to much. Then was two, three other nurse that
they was just young kids, and I thought they was doing nothing and

£‘Nd O*Q Side £

I saw peoples laughing at me you know-

T'm sure his other girl T was +alking I talian %cy

A

Were ) avghing, couldn's e helped) o+ I7 Hovght Haey were
lavqhing atme. \flf)c‘/ WAS probably, s geriwas a /,#/{é

b +3O{dcr ~Hi1 5 orile woree. L never -Qfﬁe-f tem. I stull rement <
T p]

Well, you had these close friends, that probably made it slower for
you to speak English, too, since you must have been speaking to them

a lot in Italian.
at's No help
Of course, Alike I say, you just have live it. Jim never talk it

of course. T+ WAS Prely hard Lor i 5 soppese, You 3‘"* Yovr
Wids, You cande vt Some. T T don's nave probably,vha Criend around o talk

I think personally you should just go ahead and go to school, you know
that the best thing. Take night course or something. That the
W

realhway to do it, you know.

Yes, but it's harder to where you have to go to take the class.
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\n Hese days
AB: Yeah, andAwe didn't have no car or anything. You have to go to town
of Onaway.
SS: The people from Italy that left in the Depression? Were they married

couples, too, that left.
AB: Oh, yes.
sS: I don't .think the Greeks were over here in couples around here, the

same way. Do you remember?

AB: I really didn't have much to do with Greeks.
JB: I think they only got two Greek now, down at Potlatch.
SS: I don't know anyone besides Gus, I think he's the only one left now.

Did you know the Pavithes at all? There from Elk River and Bovill?

They were Austrians. Povich, they called them.

JB: I didn't know them.

SS: of courséFlk River just went down all at once.

JB E 1K River | went down .. .

AR Throvgh ~the depression they Jos+ 9o dewn. I knsw o covple o f
. fﬁﬁahqh'QAWthS.m

J B People vp Hhede,

AB: - 2 Now they do a little better, before they just didn't have

Except Feepls yuhe, (200K ©07
anything to do- I mean there wasn't any job or anything.A Logging

\+hey s+ 1]
for Potlatch.
- _svprese —Hhey ave.
JB: ]‘That all they doing now.
AB: We know couple Italian family- they was never given a good job up

there and they have to leave the house and everything and they move

here in Onaway. And then he can't find job here Mc.uJen +

Lewiston
END OF INTERVIEW

Transcribed by Frances Rawlins, July 20, 1977
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