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This conversation with Emmett Utt and Anna Gleason Utt took place at their home
on Hatter Creek on November 4, 1975. The interviewer is Sam Schrager.
Evmett;

For tuwenty three dollars,, what year was that?

Long about the same time.

Néow that was terrible,

And had to pay five dollars to get it hauled to Spokane out of that. Wound

up with about fifteen dollar%ﬁaﬁﬂ‘

When did you two start going together?

Oh '25, I think I took her out once in.'25 and I think I took her out two times
in '26,(laughter)

Three times in '27.

Something like that. We got married in '29, I don't know. She was going to
school down at Lewiston., Oh it's a big tale,.

Anyway, what did you start to tell? I was going to finish that. I don't know.
Ohy, I was going to say, he walked up to me on the street and he said,what did
you say to me now?

Oh, you was with John, your brother.

Yeah,

You was in_  the Ford.

Uh huh.

Going downtown. John stopped, he hollered at me. I just called you good looking
was all,.

"Hi good lookin'"or something like that.

All the girls got the same moniker.

He sure thought he was cute.(laughter) So did all the girls. Yol knouw.

Yeah. Really”Started going together in '25.

Well, see I went to school in Lewiston in '25 and '26. And I finished doun
there in the fall of '26, I went tor summer school til the fall of '26. And
then I went up here to the UWoodfall school above Harvard, you know, way up
there at Harvard. And I taught school up there and that's when we went, started
going together.

You got the thing on now?

Veaah o
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Has he got that turned on?

I just turned it on., I wanted to know how you got together in the old days.
It seems a lot different then nowadays as far as young folks meeting and
deciding to make a life together.

Well, the only trouble with today, they méke that judgement too fast. I think.
Give you three or four, five years to size one another up before you lock
horns. Like a couple of bulls that circle around awhile before they go at it.
(1aughs)

When you were going to Lewiston Normal to become a teacher, right?

Yes. And then I taught at Woodfell  twg years and then Chambers Flat, and in
the meantime I substituted one year over here. One quatrter. And I guess that
takes us up to '29.

She wastteaching school, oh, I don't know what year it was.

Then I started again in '43, you know, during the war,

During the war they haddthat rationing on. Yeah, that was rationing.

Then I taught til '49,

Was courting very formal, did you get engaged very early or did you date?

No. It was at Christmas in '48, and we were married in September of '49.

128,

129,

129,

You got engaged at Cheistmas of '287

In '28, yeah. Why do I say '487

You're thinking of teaching.

Yeah. That's what I was talking about. Yeah,

That war business, you.remember puch about that gasoline rationing they
had, you know.

In the second war? No, that was before I was born.

That's what I figured. Anyway, you know, I was asauwin' down at the mill. Head

sayyer., They had four carriages, you know. Each one had a head sawyer. Anyway,
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she was teaching school up here at Chambers Flat. And I had about 8 or 9
head of cows, bunch of beef cattle to feed and take care of. And I was runnin'
a farm too. And so I had to have, you know, three gallons of gas a week, you
know, was your allotment. Three gallons a week, Well, I had that much on two
cars. I had that old Dodge, old '27 Dodge, we had that. And then I had this
142 Plymouth, And so she had to go:to school and I had to go to the mill and

of course, we had to take our cream to town and running around and I went over

exe
Ato the office in Moscow to try to get some extra gas. "No," No, just couldn't
' went there
do it. See like everybodyk’ get extra gas, they figured was a damn liar,

you know, He didn't keed it, you know. So I went over a couple times,
arid they turned me down,"No, we can't give you “gay extra gas." I told 'em
what I needed it for, but they, so by god, she had to gotto school, I had to
go to worke. I had to do my runnin' around on the farm, you know, take cream
to town and we was just goin' day and night, ‘both'of us. And so I just didn't
change the speedometer on the cars and I could get gas to farm with,hﬁﬂ?j gas,
but you wasn't supposed to use that on the road, you know. I could get all
the gas I wanted by the barrel but then I couldn't getthe tickets to go car
gas. S0, heck, I just pumped gas ig:the car tanks and kept agoin',

55: Was that farm gas marked?

EU: No,you had a ration, Biét they'd go by the speedometce every month. You had
to turn in your speedometer+reading, you know. Well, I turn it in in order
to get that three gallons a week, I had to turn it in. So it went on for a
month, I guess and finally I got a letter from the head office. They wanted
to see me over there. So I knew what was about. So he says,"uell, what!s
the beef? Seems like you said your cars making pretty good gas mileage." I
said, "No, I don't think it is." I said,"I got two of 'em. I don't think either
one of 'em is making any extraordinary gas mileage." "Well according to the
speedometer reading, you are. The amount of gas you're supposed to have." I
said, "No, I'm burning gas." He says,"Well where you gettin' gas?" I said,"I'm

gettin' it out of the farm barrel." Oh boy, he was ready to throw me in jail
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EUs

SS:

EUs

right now. That was that old, oh that guy that used to run them theaters

over there in Moscow,.

Kenworthy?

Kenworthy. Yeah. He was the head of it. So I told him, well, " You wanted to
know what I was using the gas for." I said,"Well, my wife is driving about

8 or 10 miles a day going to skthool and back. I'm holdin' a job down at the
mill, And I'm milkin' so many cows." And I said,"I'm doin' some farmwork, I'm
farmin'e, " I says,"If you can to that on three gallons of gas a week you come
over and show me how." Well he says,"You say your wife's teaching school?"

I says,"Yeah," I says, "I'm holdin' a job down at the mill, I'm farmin', I'm

ehens,
milking so many cows,hpigs to feed ande..." He says,"Well, wht didn't you say
somethiﬁbgwtltgg§s, "Mister, I've been over here and cried my eyes out trying
ahd do it

to get some extra gashlegal." "Well,'' he says,”you go home, you'll get some
extra gas." So the next day, I got home, and the next day in the mail there
was a stiing of tickets that could choke an ox. Why I couldn't start to use
'em all, you knou. Crazy.(iaubhs) So, by gosh you know, if you take them extra
tickets and turn ' em back, you didn't need 'em, why then they'd shoﬁ* you
that muche SOeee

They'd do what?

They'd shoet you that much next time. You just turn it in and say yourburnt
60 gallons that month. Well if you took a bunch of them tickets and turned

'em back, why, that's all you'd get was just 60 gallons. Well then if you had
an emergency, well then you wouldn't have enough gas. I never turned the tickets
back. I didn't waste gas or do anything foolish ‘cause I didn't have time

to go out and joyride.

You were throwing the speedometer back?

No, no, that's what got me in trouble, see. If 1 had turned the speedometer
then I could've, I could've got by, But I just let it go 'cause, well, I uwas
mad at 'em. Let 'em throw me in jail. If they wanted to throw an old farmer

st
in jail, well, let 'em go to it. Anyway I leave the speedometer run}ididn't
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pester with it at all., So that's why the guy called me up, 'cause I was gettin'
too good a gas mileage with them cars. So anywayeee.

I guess bureauacracy isn't a new problem. They had the same problem back then.
Yeah, That's what they had then. So anyway, after that, how they go from one
extremer to the other. See, I told 'em about how much gas I needed but anyway,
the next day here come a string of tickets, manj; oh, man. Well, her ddd worked
on the section, he was section boss on the railroad. So during the winterhhe
just laid the crew off you know, and he just kind of worked himself on the
track to keep, shovel out the crossings and one thing and another. So he just
put his car up. So, by gosh, he was gettin' extra gas for driving to work and
doing his work on the railroad. But when the next month come, he hadn't been
runnin' his car, he lived up there abover Harvard and he just left it set.

So he was a good honest quy, he took his tickets, he didn't use 'em and took
'em and turned 'em in. So I asked him next spring when he wanted to get his
car out again, go, three gallons of gas was all he'd get. They waldh¥ give

him any more. So I helped him out with tickets. That wasn't fair, but they
wasn't fair to him either. So thatts the way democracy works. You're lying

til you prove yourself honest.

You started telling me how you two got together. You said it was a long story.
Oh boy,(laughs). Should I tell that story how it took ug so long?

No.

Why note.

You ain't going to put it in the book, are you?

But he's got that turned on.

Is it a bad stor;l

Well, yeah, I'11 go ahead. Anyway, we had started to goin' together in '25

and she had to go back to sthool, Well, anyway, she stayed with a girlfriend,
I won't name her, she's gone now. B&"anymay, they got talking, that girl said
she bet she could cut Anna's time with me. So Anna, foolish enough to take

her on. So she tried it. Well I didn't now what the devil the rib was, you
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know, her brother-in-law, by gosh, was wanting me to go up to the house..

AU: The other girl's.

EUs The other girl's brother-in-law, And I didn't know what the heck the rib was
so I stayed pretty'ﬂph ghy of that mess. I didn't know what the heck it was
but if I had it I might have changed my mind, might have been more fun than
you think, But anyway, I was writing to her and she wouldn't answer me.

AU: I wouldn't?

EU: Oh no, she wouldn't, she wouldn't write back.

55: Why not?

EU: She made a bargain with that girl that she'd lay off of me, why she could
get me. Well, you know, it's something to have two girls fighting over you
but(laughs)

AU: We made a® bet and it was to last, the bet was tz last til nine weeks, wasn't
it Emmett?

EU: I don't know, you did it, I didn't.

SS: Why did you take a chance like that? Were you that sure of him?

AU: No, you're never sure of him.

EU: Anyway, I didn't know what was going on. So finally she wouldn't answer my
letters, so I thought,"To heck with women." And I went and bought me a new
Harley Davidson motorcycle.(laughs) And that just about broke me in business
you know, buying that brand new. And so I just went tearing up and down the
roads here with that motorcycle and having more fun‘$ngk ’kﬁka mile.

SSs Having more fun what?

EU:XLLV.¥ch-aVnd8. Did you ever hear that expression?

55: No.

EUs Never heard that expression.

AUsTadk Week g pile, st

EU:’?&C\’- ek a mile. I don't know who says ?‘"‘b 5".“‘91' Wm\'m)’\r{ say it.
Anyway, so I give up on her. I thought,"Heck."

AU: Then it come Febuary.

EUt I had a love affair with that motorcycle til in about Febuary she come up here.



He had broken his ankle. A bone in his ankle.

On the motorcycle?

Yeah. Darn car backed up, I was going down the hill into Potlatch. You know
half way down the hill that concrete wall is there? Well, it was at bight

I was going down there and a car come up and turned up in there. Well he

went out of sight. So I was battin' 'long down that hill there, see the old
bikes just had a back wheecl brske. So anyway, by gosh, that cafﬁﬁiﬁ£ up there
and pretty quick here he come back out, backin' out into the highway. Well

I didn't know if he was goin' to keep agoin' or what, but anyway, I zigged
and zagged him. He backed out into the highway and I kept turnin' going behind
him, I thought he'd stopy see. Well he didn't. I guess he figured he'd get
far enough back I'd cut in front of him. Well, we both zigged when we should
have been zaggin'. Well, he had no business backing into the highway that
way. Well anyway, I got the motorcycle clamped around sideways and I slid
into him sideways and oh, broke a couple of bones in my foot.

You were laid up?

I was laid up for a few days.

And Anna came up to see you?

N?§an%0 do so they had a

Yeah, no, no, I was off the mill so I didn't have.
dance up here at Princeton so I come up to the dance and watch the rest of
*em have fun and she was at the dance. Well, when the thingﬁﬂ“éﬁ' changes,
chain dance. So we started to go together again then for good.

That's when I came home from Myrtle.

Yeah, Myrtle's where she went for teacher training.

The women were that fickle when you were young?

I don't think most of 'em ggpge

As fickle aSees

Yeah. I could be talked in to most anything then. That girl was so sure and
I was just as sure. You know, and I wasn't, you know, I wasn't that much for

looks, I don't know why I was so conceited.



Oh you wasn't too bad,.
You're so good lookin' now that I imagine you must have been really a beauty.

She wasn't such a bad lookin' pill.

¢ I can't believe that.

She was pretty good lookin',
I bet.
No, I don't know. That girl,you know, she was so bold and then have a relation
working for her, you know.
This is Emmett, you see, he hasn't changed an awful lot. This is our wedding
picture.
Well, you're good looking in that picture.
And he hasn't changed all that much.
You were really a lovely looking girl, You both are good looking, you're a
good looking couple.
But the picture, now he doesn't, his wife doesn't keep his hair as nice as
he did heres.
But you really took a chance like that, that she'd be able to. Did you really
think that he wouldn't fall for it.
Oh she wasn't too much to look ate.

B
No, she was a person that always tried to work the other guy,you know.,She
wanted to come up, go to a dance up here you know, she'd nigger me all week
to write Emmett a letter and ask hiam to come down and get us and thke us to
the dance, see. Well if he come down to kake me to a dmmce, she'd go, you
know. But that was too far and too much. And winter wasn't very good.
But if you had to let go for three months, you couldn't be sure what it would
bellike in three months time.
Butess
You probably weren't all that serious about him.
Oh we just started going together really, you know, I took her out two or
three times.

\oLeavee e
Well, you know We d\8 p couldn't findnanybody else by that time sO.ee
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That's what you think.(laughs) No, I just went and bought a motorcycle and I
had a love affair with it. Another guy, a kid of my age, he got one just like
it.And boy, we was just a yellow streak up and down the. roads you know.
And that's true. He took me for a ride one day, soon after he got his bike,
didn't you, Emmett?
Well, that summer, next spring.
Well anyway, I got on behind him, you know, and he was gonna make me a good
slow ride up theees

I made an awful mistake there.

AU:And I bet he went, what was it, you went 90 miles an hour?

EUs

you

EUs
553

EUs

Well we went from where she was living over here at Princeton up to Harvard,
turned around and come back. I think I was gone from home about ten minutes
know. And they was gravel roads, rock roads. Oh I don't know, we went ©90.
or.ntt but I was bumping better than 80.

That's a real nice guy.

We went up there and wheeled right back again.

He just, and that was the only time I;FS3e on the bike.

Only time she seen daylight by god,is when she got on and when she got off.
Course,she had her face buried in my back, you know.

Oh we were going so fast and that wind was, but anyway, if we had taken it
easy you know, I mibht have learned to like it as well aéxgirls g0 nowadays,
you don't know.

On yeah, it would have been a lot of fun if I hadn'tas...

As it was, you must have been pretty mad. Or pretty scared, anyway.

Well, I think I delight in scaring people. I don't know why I done it, you
know, thought I'd have something kicking what I'd ‘done. Like one time I was
going to Potlatch and there was a tramp going down the road, had a big pack
on his back. Jdyst dowﬁkbzqzu Hampton. So I stopped and asked him if he wanted

a ride. He looked at that motorcycle, no, he think he_just asrgodtn walk. I

said, I'm going to Petlatch, you can just as well ridd. I just talked him in

Iin!
to gettin' on the motorcycle, I said, It won't hurt you. And so I got him on
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and he had that big pack on his back too. Away we went for Potlatch. Well, we
got down there, where them CXUYV¢5  going up the hill you know, well, you
know on a motorcycle you know, you lean to go around this way and you lean
to go around that way. Well I knew what he'd do when I hit that first curve
and I leaned over, I knew he'd go this way you know, and he was going to be
on top of it{ So I allowed for his weight and that pack and made it fine, but
every time I'd hit a curve I could lean this way or that way, he'd go just
the opposite way. And I stopped there in front of what used to be the old
pool hall there in Potlatch. He got off and he was just ashakin'. And he
thanked me so nice for that ride, you know. He should have halfway killed me,
you know.(laughs) I thought he was going to cuss me out for what I'd done,
I'd done for fun. But he was ss polite about it and thanked me so nice for
giving him a ride douwn there, you know. It just kind of made me feels...

S5: Did you give him a hard time for t hat?

EU: Well she didn't get her breath for two weeks. By the time she got her wind
she forgot about it.

AU: No I didn't, I just wouldn't ride again. And that was it,

EU% Oh it was an auwful mistake.

AU: But if he had:;idecar too, you know, I could've ridden in that you know.

EUs I didn't have it then, I traded it off.

AUs Oh you didn't have that,

EUi/} got that with the motorcycle. One with sidecars.

AU:%?OU had had it then,

EU: Oh, it's fun to ride in them. You ever ride in a sidecar?

55 Never.

EUs Oh boy, they was easy ridin', And they*re fun too if you want to go around

a curve like you come around here and you want to go around this curve, you
know, well you just turn it a little sharp and that sidecar will go up in
the air, even if you got a person in it. Yeah, you can put it right up in

the air as long as you hold it there, you know, you can hold a man up there.



urr

EU:

11
Well, I never was too good at that, but I know we went down to the races doun
at McMinnville, Oregon when we were down there out at McMinnville, there, they
had motorcycle races and they had a cop out there and he had a sidecar on.
And I don't know how many girls, but there must have been at least six girls
besides him on that motorcycle, sidecar. And he'd go back and forth in front
of the grandstand with them girls. He'd raise 'em up and let 'em down and
raise 'em up and let ehm' up and let 'em down, they was yellin', you know.
I don't know how he done it with all that weight on it.
Must have been fun riding in there. Your mother, you know, he teook her up to
Wallace and she enjoyed it so muche.
In the sidecar?
Yeah, she rode in the sidecar.
When my mother told me about her dating when she was young, it sounded pretty
crazy, As if a lot of young people didn't know what marriage and love was
about in those days.
Well, I had an old Model T Ford and Anna, the first year she taught school,
she taught up at a place they call uoodgell. I don't know. Just this dide
of where you go into timber, when you're on the north side of the highuway.
She had a little log schoolhouse there, that's where she first started teaching
school, And snow get deep up there in the winter and there's no cars running
much, you know. Everybody up there use horse and sleigh in the wintertime.
But QQot in and out, I'd go in every weekend and bring her out and take her
back Sunday evening and make tracks, you know, car tracks? Well, it thaw
and they'd kind of freeze. Well it was just like a railroad track.Going through"
the snow, your car kind of shift a little bit once in awhile, but you couldn't
steer. Once you got started on the other side of Harvard in them ruts, uwhy
you could go clear up there on that old road. The steering wheél just flip
around, well, you couldn't hold it, that front wheel gonna fotlow them just
like a railroad track. And I go in there and pick her up and gosh, there must

have been over three feet of snow on the road, it was packed down, you know.
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All winter long I went in and out. If you ever jump the track, why then you
had to get out and shovel and get it back up anngi%gd up and then pack down
the snow where you jumped and ease it across it. Once you get back on the
track again, away you uwent.

SS: Did most of the people put their cars up in those days? You were probably one
of the few that kept driving? In the winter?

EU: Well, up there. See, the snow gets so deep up there and they didn't used to
have snowplows and people just put their cars up and go to sleighs, horses.
There was only one other guy that lived up there that was driving, that was
that old Man Boone.

AU: Yeah, and his home was in Palouse so he, but they had a mill up there and he
come up to the mill, you know, once in awhile.

EU: When the roads was as bad as that he didn't go.

AU: No. 98me  running the mill and he just come up once in awhile. That was the
other car that was runnin' those days.

EP:1/She had a place up there, she was boarding up there and my railroad track went
right up to that gate and I had a place where I could back up and start down
again, If you wanted to go further thah that, well you was out of luck. *Cause
the snow got deep and you had to keep your track broke out all winter. But
the snow didn't drift up there much.

55: What did couples do for entertainment?

AU: Usually a show in Palouse OTeee

EW: You'd go to Palouse for a show,

58: Movie?

AU: And then once in awhile in Harvard, well, not Harvard then, but the dance here
in Princeton we could go to if weee.

EU: No, in the wintertime, I don't know, kids just entertained themselves.

AU: It was just the weekends, what I'd seen{..

5S: Movie show in Palouse?

kw\,h'Qﬂ""Q\’
EU: Yeah. They had movies in Palouse,ﬁmkﬁhm(haiﬂ down in Potlatch too. Yeah, they
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was quite a deal. People go to a show on Saturday night and on their way back

to, course, you wouldn't know where the old road was nouw. It's still there but

it's not travelled much anyhore, but, you know where is?
553 Yeah.
EUs Highway comes round there now. Well, right there at and Hall, you

come from Paiouse you turn right, left, and then it goes up round over the
hill and comes out over by that lumber company. Where that lumber company
below Potlatch there. That's where the road comes out. That comes out over
them hills.Anyway, we come up there one hight and it was muddy and raining
and whole bunch of us in the car, had an old of my dad's. And the cut
outowide open well it was belly like a bullls. And anyway, we got over there
it was just past that before that bit up over the hill there, well the
headlights all up above. Somebody ahead. It was just ruts all up through
there you know, mud roads. And it was nobhing but headlights clear far as you
could see. And so this car's stuck up there. Well, nobody could get by him,
Oh gosh, you know. I looked up on the back fence along: here there was a

bank about so far from the fence. Well I shoved it in gear and I head up on

that bank and I bounced four ditches and I went clear past a whole bunch in

~ —

CoN

the ruts and in the ditches and up on the banks. That alqﬂlooked like a, but
I passed everything. And boy oh boy, everybody that comes to that
(laughs)Wasn't as that damn fodl driving that thing.

$5: You're lucky.

EU: Yeah, I was lucky, oh boy, that I didn't upset the damn thing. Anyway, we had
a lot of fun. Everybody in the car was yelling, you know, hold on to her. Anyuway,
I bet there was 40-50 cars that spring, lined up there and I went round the
whole bunch of 'em. Landed on ahead of 'em and kept agoin'. Boy, that old

had a 40 horsepower motor in it.(faughs) Had an exhaust pipe

about that big around and belly like an old tractor.

SS: Did your parents abject to your going with such a wild guy?

AU: They weren't too much. But different Harvard people, see I was raided up at

Harvarde They didn't like it.



utTt 14

EU: It was like Dogpatch. It was like, what #Ho they call it, guys back there, Dogpatch
OTees

SS: Little Abner.

EU: No. What was the families always fightin' back there? McCoys and thee.e

55: Yeah.

EU: Well Harvard and Princeton was 'bout like the, that country back there.

(End of side A)

EU: Bunth of those old women get along the sideline and they'd look at you, it
was like you walked in out from Mars or something. That Princeton, I didn't
have much use for Harvard either. So, it went on that way for years. So when
I started going with Anna, oh boy, I don't know. And I could be, weil, a sport.
W<
AU: Yed , heAdid. ohi
EUs I used to go up in thaﬁndhfi , you know and yyou
leave a dust streak from the time you leave Princeton. You get up there and
that old car bellerin', You come around a corner and there'd be an old farmer
out there next to the fence,"Wboa boy, whoa!" Holidin' his horses.(lLaughs)
.{laughs).
SS: Then when you started going with Anna they probably thought it was too had
for her.
EU: Yeah, I suppose.
AU: My dad saidy I asked him one time, he said, "Well, I suppdse you'll have a
mmett
better time, have more fun if you go with a guy likﬁ\ * than somebady who,
I don't even know who he compared him with now.
55: Probably some farmer boy.
AU: But anyway he was always was good to Emmett, When we had our combine down here
and he come down and help him harvest and he was, they were real good pals.,
EU: Held get up and sew sacks for me. Yeah, we got along alright.
53¢ Did you do a lot of planning before you got married, thinking about getting
married and what you would need to be married as far as setting up house,

thinking about the future, did kids do that in those days?

EU: No, nah, you just kind of went from day to day. All at once we decided, well
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e got engaged and she been teaching but I think, you didn't have a Jjob teaching
that fall yet. Anywaye..
No but...I had one more year before=l had to gotback to school and we talked
about, and then the mill shut douwn.
Well, they had low water and they couldn't do nothing, didn't have enoughtuwater
to float logs down to the dam at Potlatch, you know, the logs were laying on
the ground, it was just, so they had to shut the mill down, so I told Anna,
well, why don't we go get married and go on our honeymoon while the mill's
shut down. So that's what we did.
And then we come back and we went to Garfield and got our stove and...
Rented a house down at Potlatch.
Rented a house, well, aﬁgr awhile. We couldn't get one right off. It was a
few weeks, wasn't it 'fore we got one?
Yeah, I don't know, we had to order it, finally got it.,

And then we moved in with our bedroom set and our kitchen outfit.

EU: Staeted oyt on a shoestring, they call it. Got what we needed.

ERH

EU:

8S:

You went to Garfield to get a stove?

Yeah, yeah, that's where we bought a stove. They had a hardware over there.
Fellow named of Harland run the hardware store. So we went over there. And
then we bought some other fupniture down at Gibby Williams'., Palouse.

And then that spring we bought, ho, you had a .22 and I got me one.,

Yeah, we used to go squirrel shooting so I got her a little .22.

Just a little one, but man, we were death on squirrels for a while. And then
I just couldn't see'ém atall, I just miss every shot,

She was a deadeye., What did they call her? Deadeye what?

Well, that's not... but anyway, I could shoot a wire, a {;nee wire.

You Rnow a wire stapled to a post? She could split the wire. Not only once,
she coué do it two or three times.

Did you use any of that for food when you shot the animals, or did you use

the skins or just for play?
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EU: Just to get rid of 'em. Farmers were almost paying bounty to get rid of 'em.
55: On squirrels.

EU: They was..s you don't see 'em much anymore now. They're pretyy much done rid
of, but when I was a kid around here, Jesus Christ? . up this road there'd
be sgiéirrels =rwnning back and forth across the road in front of your car all
the time,

SS: Did you get shivareed after you got married?

EUs Yeah.

AU: Yeah, we had a shower up in Harvaed and I had one down here at Princeton. Then
we had a shivaree and it was just beautiful. So many, many, two showers, you
know.

EU: Worked out alright 'cept, one of your old boyfriends hit the shivaree and I
just ° : sat a box of cigars out you know and cripes, you know.There wasn't
all that many people here but somebody told me afterwards he went out with
his pockets full of cigars.

SS: He got something out of it.

EUs He got somethin' out of it. By the way, "spell shivaree.

553 I thought there was two ways. The easy way I seen it was shivaree. I've
also seen it spelled ch, like chaviare or something.

AU: Yes, that'ssthe way.

EU: I thihk it's probably the French way.Charivari. Don't sound like shivaree.

5S¢ That's pronounced shivaree too?

EU: Guess so. You look it up in the dictionary "shivaree". And that's the way they
spell it. And that tells what it is,

55: What were the showers like then Anna? Did they give you gifts?

AU: Yeh gifts. And pillowslips «. and you know, little blankets or lot of
dishes. I got that cupbaard back in there most of 'em, a lot of wedding gifts
in there. I'11 have to divide up one day.

EUs No, they don't shivaree no more. I haven't heard of a shivaree around here

a.n7 MOTE.

SS: Did they surprise you? las that part of it? Did you know it was coming?
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Just harassed you., Wait til you got to bed, you knouw, andAmake you get upe.
Dress. I know one time I got in there, I darn near got shot one time, I was
nav i ed

shivareeing my sister. She got‘A ‘s« We were living on the other place up there
sleeping upstairs, you know. So by gosh, when they started to come in, they
was shooting shotguns off and beating on cans, you know. We had an old shepherd
doge And I never seen a dog as brave as he was, but he went out and met the
whole bunch of 'em. They was banging away and raising heck, you know. And he
went out there and man teaching school here at Princeton named Albert Chava.
By gosh, she bit him. But anyway, the com%?ap to the house. And course.
What kind of word do they call that?
That's what they call carnival,
It's lovely,
Carnival glaess I think. And then I got two or three like this, godd sized handlas
on 'em.
Those are shower gifts?
Yeah.
Really nice,
And you know, just stacks of glasses you know. Fruit bowls and little sause
dishes. YOu know, that kind of stuff,.
Wonder why they call that carnival glass. Is that what they used to give for
prizes at carnivals?
Looks too nice for that. Maybe it's the celors. It has so many different colors
in it.
Carrie Reynolds has one almost exactly like this. Only it's plainer. It doesn't
have ruffles in it so much. But it looks like the same color and everything.
That's carnival glass. :Now what's depression glass? You see that advertised.
You were telling me a story that that dog bit...
Yehd That dog bit that guy. Anyway, the come up to the house, well, all the

racket woke me up, see. I was just a little kid. And so I went and looked out

the window. I think it was summertime and I think they had the window raised
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up so far and I went and stuck my head out, and just as I stuck my head out
I seen a ball of fire right doun below me. And so(laughs) some guy fjust up
and pulled a shotgun off, you know, in the air. And he didn't have it straight
up. So next day I went out the house and right up, just abouve the window where
the are on the foof, you know, birdshot all around the place. So the
little house fell down now. It was still there. That eld shot didn't miss my
noggin pretty far. It was out there by the houss and he just BANG, you knouw.
Like that. I had my head stuck out there, locking down there.
When did you first start working in the mill? That was before you two were
married, right?
Oh yeah. I started working down at the mill during Wul .
That early.
'Bout 1918, I was leave out as soon as the United States got into it. And
oh I don't know, all the kids that was able tarmgéuld get a gob ‘cause they
pulled so mamy. men out, you know, to gotto war that they put boys and women
to work. And that's when Icstarted to work. Picking edges down at the mill.
I think I was about 17, 18.
If that, 'cause weren't you born in 19037
Yeah.
You must have been even younger.
Let me see.
If it was '18 and you was born in 1903...
When did the Pnited States get in the war?
I think we got in in 117.
117.
So you must have been about 14,15,
No, I wasn't that young. There's something wrong with my story there. It must
have been right after the world war. 'Cause it seems like I was 17, 18 years

old.

0id they still have a 10 hour day when you started working?
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No, no. Eight hours.
Was it eight?
No, I think about 1914 was the last of the 10 hour day.
What was the working conditions like when you went into the mill? I guess the
Wobblies had already cleaned it up as far as the ten hour day goes.
Yeah, the Wobblies had already done their geod work.
What was the work like. Did you get many breaks?
No, the work wasn't too hard. They always had a lot of men. That's before they
tried to doubléﬁﬁtﬁk up on men like they do now, you know. No they just, kids
go down there and like picking edges and stuff as they go by off of the boards.
It wasn't no hard work. Pay uag*éo hote. it was $3.40 a day. That was a lot
of money for a kid who never had any money,‘*hougy\ . No, it wasn't,six days
a week, No, when they first started the mill up, ag;, they started up two
shifts, 12 hour day. Yep. 12 hours a day. Kept the old mill going day and

night. Bt I don't knouwy that stapted up about 1906 I think. They got the mill
v

é&ﬁv*ﬁdﬁinythere someplace, I think it was about 1914 tthat they, well they

SS:

EU:
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finally got it down to 10 hours and then finally down to 8, I think asbout 1914
was the last of the ten hour day.

I've talked to people in Potlatch, I've heard quite a bit about all the foreigners
here, Did you see or hear much of the Greeks or Italians?

Oh yeah, I seen that mill, well, that was during, that would be 0 Wul.
WWII,There wasn't over six men it that sawwill that was white. They was all
Greeks, Italians, Japs, yeah, they had Japs. Italians, Greeks. They had 4
carriages down there and they had 2 men on a carriage. Lpng time there I was
the only one that wasn?t'a Wop or a Greek. All the restoof 'em was. But then
during the depression was when they cut them Finns out a lot. Lot of 'em took
of f during the depression and never come backe

Did, were they, did they stick to themselves pretty much?

Yeah, they were, oh)ii§§§x%éed to be in the mill, suppertime, you know, they'd

all get around a bunch, them Greeks, there was Alec McDonald and I, only about

3 or 4 guys in there outside of the sawyers that wasn't Greek. And the guys
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they'd get to yakking sound like a bunch of chickens over there. 0ld Alec McDonald

wouldisay,"Hey you son's of b's! Can't talk English, go back to Greece!" He'd

i

give'em a hard time. They'd congregate by themselves. They didn't associate.
Well, I quess you couldn't blame 'em. But anyway. There's only about one Greek
left in Potlatch I guess,

Gus Stevas.,

0ld Gus I guess?%s the only one left, There's Italians down there.

That's true.

I guass old Gus istthe last one of the bunche.

Do you think that foreighers wer%discriminated against? As far as getting the
better jobs? Do you think they had a harder time than the Americans?

I don't know. I think they were favored.

Do you?

Yeah. Well there was a reason for it. I don't know. I cam't prove what I say
there., They'd do anything for a job, Ordinary guys around here, none of them
gevery married, you know, they was all single bunch and they'd all back together
didn't cost 'em much to live. But they'd kick back to the boss, see. Is what
I've heard. Now I've never seen that, but then I think there must be something
to it. 'Cause they'd kickback so much a month to the boss. Boss would work

'em up in the jobe. So they didn't have much trouble working up and getting

a better jobe.

I wonder why the Greeks were in the sawmill and the Italians were in the yard?
Why they worked out that way. Do you figure about why that was?

By gosh, there wasn't wery many Italians in the sawmill, but there was a lot
of 'em out in the planer and, that's when they had little railroads running
all over the yard out there, they hauled lumber around on, they had a lot of tem
working on the sections and building tracks and bhere was quite a few of ‘'em
worked on the green chain., But I don't know why that was. Greeks and Itakians
didn't mix very good. Oh I guess they don't to this day, do they?

I don't know. They're both southeen European, but that doesn't mean much. I
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don't réally know. Did you have any friends among the Greeks and Italians?

Oh yeah, After the WWII, why there was old Gus, John Gadle andeee

Johh Canle was a good friend of hise.

Yeah, he and 1 was good friends. And Gus, I kneu him pretty good but I didn't

know him as good as I did John, but then there was John's brother, Tony. And

yeah, they was all good guyse.

Yeah they uwere.

I got along with them alright. But the rest of 'em, they just disappeard. I

don't know where they went to., ONe of 'em, I don't know, like I say, he's

squeezed his money and:ggg;ession come, why, I don't know what his mame was,

they called him 8leepy Jim, was all I ever kneuw him byn was Sleepy Jim. And

he was kind of a lagged guy, he walked, you know, like he was all digjointed.

Anyway, he saved his money so I guess when the depression come, why he pulled

out and some of the other Greeks told me, by gosh, him and another guy went

together and they bought a big hotel down in Seattle. And then they made money

on that by gosh, then bought another one. I guess they got to be millionaires.

Both them two Greeks.

What about the Japanese, they were pretty much separate from everybody else

too, weren't they?

Oh yeah, they had their own boarding house. Company built a boarding house

Jjust fog the Japs douwn there at Potlatch. Yeah, they kept themselves pretty

mell,j%ggre was one little Jap used to janitor in the store and down at the

main office, Wopaknobe I think is his name, something like that. Just a little
e and

fella., He had a little uif%: two, three little kids. But then when Pearl Harbor

hit, why, I guess they just railroagd'em out to the concentration campsilffijSS

I heapd that there was talk that he was an agent of some kind. That's what

they thought about all the Japanese then.

Anyway, this guy, he was justi}anitor, bbut yet, he had a real expensive camera.

And he talked different guys to take him around the country, you knou. They'd

go to Lewiston and he was takin' pictures. And nobody thought nothing about
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it, you know, til after it was over with.Then they wondered why the heck, houw
could he afford such a camera. That was really some camera. And of course,
when Pearl Harbor hit, why,they figgured he was just a regular spy suddénly
taking pictures of, oh, the mill down here at Lewiston, and I suppBse this
one and dams wherewer they was, I think he could get around, he paid a guy
for taking him.You know a man just wevrkiw' for that kind of a job in them days
diidn't make that kind of money. So anyuway, gverybody was just going along with
it til Pearl Harbor Broke loose and then all of a sudden they was ready to
take him out and skin him alive., He was a good little guy up til that point,.

He disappeared out, I was reading the other day about lot of 'em was good
citizens, Take 'em, just hauled 'em off like cattle and trucks you know and
shoved 'em them concentration camps and it wasn't fair,.

Didn't a lot of 'em know about Pearl Harbor before it happened and get put

of here?

Well, yeah, the started before Pearl Harbor,they tried to, : lot of 'em staeted
to disappear out of Potlatehle I don't know where they went. Oh there was one
little Jap down here, I worked with him andooh, it was way back in
early '2048, Way back in early '20's. He kept saying,"Some day Japan gonna

whip this country." I'd say,"Oh they couldn't lick one side of it," "Oh yes
they will., Some day Japan gonna whip this country." By gosh, you know, I believe
they was planning that long time before Pearl Harbor. He was saying,"Somedday
Japan gonna whip this cgntry."

MAbybe he could just see that it was coming beeause of history. They've got

a different way of lédoking at history in the East, the Orient, then we do here.
Well I think the country must have planning, you know, just waiting til they
got ready to go. And probably that might have been 10 or 15 years ahead of
Pearl Harbor,

1 would have thought that those foreigh groups, they didn't speak much English.,

I bet it was pretty hard on groups like that, to be part of the community

if they couldn't speak English.
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Well, most of 'an%?ﬂedASpeak a little bit. 0l1d John Canle and Tony, they,
you had to be used to'em to understand 'em, But they got so they ccould talk
pretty good. But anyway, they, nah, they wasn't bad quys, but most of ‘em
wasntt even citizens. They come over here and, I know Gus was telling me one
time, he went back to Greece, oh, 6 years ago, 7 years ago, maybe more than
that time goes, butﬂhguggok annextra pair of shoes with him, you know and his
cousin was over theee, he used to be at the mill but he went back to Greeee
and got married. So Gus was over there and by gosh, the people so poor, you
kmow. They almost fought over that extra pair of shoes that Gus had. So finally
he gives a pair of shoes to his cousdfnand Gys: didn't stay long. I guess
he give a lot of money, he was pretty well heeled at one time. Saved his money
all his life. But I guess he give a lot of his money away over there. He kept
enough to live the rest of his life over here. He gave a lot of his clothes
away, he took his old clothes over there. But people were just so hard up over
there he just couldn't say no to them.
He mentioned to me that his sister wasn't in very good shape over there. I
wouldn't be surprised if he didn't helg her out quite a bit.
Oh I imagine, yeah. But,he didn't like it over there. He went over there to
he, was back
stay, I guess, AfterAtHere awhile he bought him- a ticketh 4o the U.S.A.
When those guys, I heard the Greeks did quite a bit of gambling and the Italians
didrguite a bit of bootlegging here. Bootlegging wine, anyway.
Well, the Greeks weren't assbad as the dagos. Used to be an old, Dago Mike
—HRNE-

they called him,hpt Onaway. Mike Peptogalla was his name. And he was a bootlegger
from way back. And he, you probably heard 'em say, when you buy a Model T Ford
you can have any colet.!you want, aa'longfsbigéﬁ. Well that was the truth, That
was the only color.oﬁg&e everyconce in awhile he'd get a new Ford. But before
he'd take it on the road he'd take it in and paint her yellow. Yeah, paint
her yellow before he'd ever take it out on the road. You could always tell
it was Dago Mike's car when he got down the road ‘'cause it was real yellow.

I don't know why, but he'd take it and paint it yellow before i ever weut

" . on the road.
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Do you think there was much, I've heard that tricks and jokes were a big thing
in the mill. A way of passing the time, I guess., Do you remember there being
much of that when you were working in the mill? I remember a guyytold me they
used to stick grease in a guy's glove.
I don't know about that, but one thing that was kind of fun, one night down
there, I discovered a fire, but I was riding No. 1 carriage and up on the

yupnin' out +herd At
carriage you could look out the window and they had a conveyorjy that runs ouat
to the fire hole to carry the sawdust out to the fire you know, that.fire hole.
1 looked down in there and I seen a fire burning. So I let a yell out of me
and I jumped off the carriage and I had a fire hose up there and so they had
to run, like this is the edge of the mill here, the fire hose is here, where
they turned it on it rolled up on rideg-here, but you had to run it down here

Anon : : :
andkpoke it out the window down on the fire. So I was gonna be the engineer
that turned the water on and old George Turner, he's one of them;the’went down
there and drug that thing down there and pulled it up and hollered,"Turn her
on!" Well instéad of turn her on easy, I just give herea wang and course,
that old hose just straightered out and them guys went backwards over the
tracks there, - the carriage(Laughs) and damned near drowned.(Laughs)
QIWRYS .
And they,swore I done it on purpose. They hollered turn her on, you know, but
it'd been alright if they'd hold it straight. They had that bentoout the
window. That old pressure hit that hose, she just straightened out and shook
them guys loose.(laughs) But they always blamed me for doing that on poppose.
I tell you, they hollered turn her on, so I turned her on.
How would a fire like that get going?
' d " copld ge ' .
I don't know how it started flre.ﬁ riction.Maybe a bearing got hot on that
N SOMRANIN
chainQ 3
N

What's the fire hole?

Fire hole? That's where they got the fire +o- heat, make the steam. Boiler

rooms. Down there where they watch the fires and boilers were up above. Douwn

there where they have to keep sawdust on the fire down there on all them boilers.
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I don't know why they call it the fire hole, That's what they always called it.
But, no them guys, I didn't do it on purpose. They run  the hose down there
and poked it out the window and turn it on. So turn her on I dids

SS: Were you going there from Princeton every day to work in the mill? In the days
when you first worked there?

EUs First started out, another kid and I, we stayed at the boarding house down
at Potlatch. Then we come home on weekends. And we both had bicycles and then
we got tired of that. That boarding house grub kind of plays out on you after
awhile. So, no a long time I lived up here on the old place and working night
shift. And I'd ride my bike to the mmill and back every day. Nightse No
headlights on it,

55: A motorcycle, not a bicycle.

EUs Nq a bicycle. Once when I was a kid. I didn't get the motorcycle til I was oh,
23 years old I guess, before I got a motor bike.

5S: Was there a real difference between the local kids from the farming country
and the kids from town?

EU: Yeah, there was a lot of friction. Town people always, farm kids, youu know
back woods, yeah there was a lot of friction between townpeople...

AU: Yes, it was awful hard doun @n Potlatch going to high school. You knouw, touwn
kids just about run that country kid out. Didn't want to have a friend, she
had to ride & horse to school way out in the country, you know, in order
to come to school. And they'd go like that, hold their nose ‘'cause they said
shEees

EU: Smelled like horses.

AU: Smelled like a horse. She took til she couldn't take it and then she quit.
But I had a better deal than they did. Most because I had to work inPPotlatch
for my board and then I would go to school. And so after awhile I g@f‘considered
a town kid.,

EUs Well you lived with the better people.

AU: I don't know as they were better people, but they sure thought they were.
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They thought they was.
While you were going to high schoal you were working? For your board at the
same time?
Yeahe
You were working at the house you lived at?
Well, you know, you work for the people you know. Lyl

/ i

puy
They'd take in, and the thing to do then was to hav%i servant girl. And you

go in and get a family to live with and they'd feed you for doing the ironing

and the dishwashing and taking kare of the kids. Stuff like that in the evenings

and mornings so they could go to their parties and whatnots. I worked one year

and a half for the store manager down there and then I worked another year

for Elsie, he run the pool hall, Add I liked that, I liked that place. He'd
s Nk,

bring home ice cream you knom,hbars or something, and I never used to having

that as a kide Or he'd bring candy home or something from the po@l hall. And

then he'd always abring one for me too. Candy bar or an ice cream bbar.

(End of side B)

EUs

eseBskimo pies he made, down in the bottom of the basement of that old pool
hall., It was his idea, he really invented that, you know, it was on a stick
you know. Ice cream on a stick and then chocolate around the out edge. But

he didn¥ know exactly the formula, he had to experiment so I helped him down

+
there. And of course every stick that wouldn't work, why I'd get to aaﬁb (1aughs)

I put on pounds with ice cream. They way they do it you knoweee

It sounds like a pretty good job.

Well, it was no different . So, I don't know, we worked down there pretnear

every night trying to get the temperature just right so you could get

that ice cream just cold, you know, And you dip it in this hot chocolate. And

that'd leave a coating of chocolate on it, But if you didn't have the chocolate

hot enough, that ice cream wasn't cold enough, why you know, it just wouldn't

work. So he'd have his thermometer there and he'd get his chocolate just boiling

hot you know. And them you'd get that ice cream on a stick and shove it douwn
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in that chocolate and pull it up. Get everything just right hdv you couldryust
take it and shove them right in there and just make it, nothing to it, you
know. I don't know how many chocolates h€ shoved down that didn't work, he
didn't have the chocolate hot enough or the ice cream wasn't cold enough.

Did he just sell them at his place or did he sell them around the country?
when he got 'em he started selling them here right down at his own joint douwn
there.

And then he shipped them out to other touwsms.

Yeah. He got the patent on them, I think. And then they went out., I went to
Portland, I went itk a joint down there at Portlahd you know and asked for an
fice cream, eskimo pie, they 1ooK"kd at me like I had horns on, they didn't
know what I was talking about. Anywayeeo

Anna, did a number of kids come int%iﬁgtigtch to go to high school, or were
you special? Were you one of the few that did that?

Oh no.

Oh no, anybody couldncome that could stand it, you know. It didn't make any
difference how they got there. When the year I graduated was, there was only
14 or 15, 15 kids I guess graduated that year.

15 kids from Potlatcheee

And all the country around thatese

If you wanted to go to school in Potlatch and you were from as far away as
Harvard, would you pretty much have to live in town? Some kids came in every
day that far?

Yes,

One thing about Potlatch, they run the school, they run everything. They hired
the teachers at Potlatch meber €ompany, the hired teachers, the built the
school, they kept the school house up.

They let you go without paying.

Yeah,

And the district we come from had to pay something for us,
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They did for high school?
Uh=huh.
But probably the family didn't pay.
No, the family didn't.
Did your family think it would be easier for you to go to school if you were
living in Potlatch?
dhey did
Well, yesﬂkbecause we had no way of getting there and go on to school and so
that was one way of doing it. Well I had been working in Potlatch anyway in
the summertimes, you know, and so I wasn't hew at that job. And then when I
went to high school, why.se
That's about the only way a country kid could go to school, you know:ﬂhey pretnear
had to go to town and live.
If you lived two or three miles, you know, you could ride a horse.}}ike living
up at Harvard, I'd have to go douwn there and stay.
And when they lived over here at when they moved over here at Princeton
then she'd walk to school.
When your family moved to Princeton you could walk to Potlatch?
My family moved down to Princeton and so we started walking. Most of the time
we walked the track, railraad tracke.
Was it hard on you when you were a kid to be working in the well to do people's
houses? To go to school, did you feel that that was a hardship then?
Yes, it was harder working for my board lot than it was watking. Because, well
you had so much owork to do for the family in order to earn your Keep.
Well they treat kids like that, not all families, but some of 'em like the
white man used to do the niggers, you know,zguzgvz servant, That's what you
was was just a servant. How was it a aunt of mine done you when she, she met
a dentist down at Potlatch and for pay she'd give you some old dress or somethin;?
She said that if I'd come and work for her, why she'd give me a dollar a week

besides my board. So I changed, I was staying in a good place, but a person

needs money too, so I went to work for her. And I don't think I ever collected
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a dollar. She would give me some old blouse she'd worn out. She'd say,"Well
you take this for your pay and we'll see, it's about worth six dollars."” And
so that'd be six weeks I'd work for that thing, probably I";::ﬁg; hade it
on, But you know, that's theyway it was. And I was glad to walk.

SS: I think kids can be used prettyreasily that way.

AU: Course, I knew what work was., My folks had a big family and I was the oldest
girl, so I knew what it was to take care of kids, but the thing I didn't like
most of all was ironing. And I rironed pretnear every night for (noisy)

EUs Did they have electric irons at that time?

AUs I suppose, I don't know,

S5: I don't know, was it electric or did you just heat it up on a stove?

AU: No it must have been electric. But she had two little kids and she would dress
them in the morning and at noon she would change their clothes and they were
ready for, til their daddy come home. So that was two sets of clothes every

Pest 4o
day.“His white shirts he wore down to the store, I just, I was so weary by the
time I'd get ready for bed. And I got up in the morning and got the kids up
and give them their breakfast,

EU: Board and I bet you didn't eat enough to...

AU: Well, not there I didn't.

EUs Oh boy. No those were cruel jays.

AUs At Elsie's I got more than I lwanted, more than enough.

EU: That's why I say it just dep%nds on who you work for.

5S: Do you think these people th%t were living on Nob Hill, that gquite a few of
them lived aboue their meansé

EUs Oh boy, it's kind of a funny thing, during the war, WWII, there's aﬁ@gﬁhﬂy
living up there©On Nob Hill |land he was one of the foremen down at the mill,
And they was living high. Well anyway, down at the garage there at Potlatch,
man's name was Stapleton running the garage, well all of a sudden, the government
put it out I guess,,anybody that didn't pay their month's bill, gas bill, you

know, for that month, why you couldn't get any more credit. Well, I didn't
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know nothing about it. Just happened I made a little money and I went in and
vr’
paid my bill ,there and so that law went into effect and so I know I caeme

up to the garage quité a bit to get some gas. Had to drive when I lived on

the upper place up here, driving back and forth to work and so this high falutin

lady, she drove in there and told 'em to fill her tank. And so, by gosh, she

drove in so they wantea?xg;ey and so she said charge it. Well, he went back

and looked on his,cause they had pages and pages of namess there,you know.

If your name was on that list, well you didn't get no gase. So they went looking

and she says, you'l} have to pay for it, but she didn't have the money to pay

for it. So they drained the gas out of her tank. Course, I, hell they just

drained the gas back out, that's all could do. The law said they had to have

their money. So I pulled right behind her, finally they got her shoved out

of theree. I pulled up and told 'em to fill 'er up. Guy looked at me and went

backx;nd I went in with hime. I guess I shouldn't have been, but, he was going

down a list of names you know and I didn't have my name on it 'cause like I

say, I just happened to hit her lucky and went in and paid my bill up. And

so, by gosh, my name wasn't on it., He act like it almost hurt his feélings.

He was so sure he was gonna tell me to go, you know, scat out of there. And

by gosh, my name wasn't on the list and I believe it really hutt his feelings.

By gosh.

Those people that didn't care if you had enough to eat, they pretty much used

you like a servant?

Yeah. You know, you had it to do. The first people I stayed with I was invited

to the table to eat, you know, right with the family. But the second time then
1 hod e sevye 4hern &nd Hhen

I wasn't, I had to eat in the kitchen then,,go back in the kitchenaand eat

what I couldeee. And I don't know, now that I'm old I don't care much for them.

You don't what?

I don't care,much for them. But she was pretty good to brag on me."My girl

A

does this and my girl does that!"

"My girl".
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But I got in trouble more times there becaus€esee
Where?
Walters. He run the store down there and he would bring, you know, candy and
stuff home. You know, I knew better than to touch it. But I had company, my
girlfriend from up at Harvard stopped in to see me. And she saw candy there
and she saw candy she just take it, you know. And she'd eat and eat and eat.
And I didA't know how to stop her. I was too dumb to say, that's not for me.
But holy cow, next morning did I get it®
They just don't &bund like nice people.
No, they wasn't.
It seems that they shBuld have understood that you were as good as they were.
Well there was a whole lot liKe.Maort. attitude , I was telling you about the
old manager, that Laird, that put up a road up here. He was so important that
us hickd were supposed to get off the road for him. Until I taught him a lesson,
And he found ofit, by gosh, that wasn't paying off. But then that was the idea.
He'd set there, ' you couldn't say, he fired the chauffer for when he
got in trouble. But yet you couldn't say he was riding there and seeing everybody
get thrown off the road so he could go through, that he wasn't enjoying that.
You're darn right, he was :‘enjoying-that. Watching all the hicks get off the
road for hime
But it was nice to be bragged on, you know. It was nice to have the ladies
brag on ya. i
She bragged on you to tother ladies?
Yeah, you know,"My girl does this and that. I told my girl to do this and that."
They had a two class society. They used to have dances down at that old gymnasiim.
And just a dance for the bigshots. Well I or Herh)we couldn't go to that,
you know, we was outcasts. And course, we could go in and get in one of the
balconies and look down and watch the high muckamucks dance douwn there, you

know. Anyway, I don't, Some guy got a hole Lynch of stink bombs someplace,

I was up there and I didn't know it. But I guess he throwed them down on the
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dance floor or something.(laughs)That didn't take long to break up the dance. And

caold've
old Ed, he was so furidus. Oh, if he . found out who done that. He never

A
foupd out. But that was the last dance they had, that mauckamuck stuff. That
two classes, that was the last time they ever had a dance, that broke it up.
No more of that.
Did most of the houses on Nob Hill have servants, have a girl working for them,
wottld that be common or only the most well to do?
No, I think anybody they could get work for them for nothing, you knouw, and
if they could keep you, why that was the big thing. But, then I stayed at
old Dr. Thompson's. And Mrs, Thompson was a jewel. She was awful tight, she'd
be at the table and she'd look all over, she said,"What do you want?" And if
I said bread or something like that,"Whole slice or half a slice?" Course,
I1'd always say a half a slice. If I'd a said a whole slice she would've...
Give it to ya.
She was generous and all that but she wasn't one to waste a thing. Soon as
I understood that I just uh... and she was very careful to see that I got
enough sleep and she was the one that taught me the most about how to get
along with those kind of people,
She was one of them herself?
Uh-huhe She was one and she was a gracious lady, or whatever you call it.

AN

She truly was. Her kids were bigger than justkpabies too. And so they didn't
need any babysitting with them. I just, the kids would ask,"Can I do this, that
or the other thing?" And I'd have to decide whether they-could or they couldn't
if their mother, if they hadn't asked her ahead of time. But that was a real
nice place to stay.
She taught you how to get along, was that like, were there :certain things
that you were and weren't supposed to do when you were dealing with those
people?
Yes,

Certain ways of acting?

UH-huh.And sh
e told me, well, for instance, one thing, this doesn't mean St ne
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but ik's one thing I remember especially. She, I always washed my hands you
know, before I'd go to do anything, well this time, I just had the soap in
my hal and I waéi?g;lly washing. And she says,"Well dear, I would just take
a little soap and then wash my hands with water. I just wouldn't wash the
soap." Well that's really what I was doing. And so, that was one way she taught
me. And just little suggestions in that way with anything,

When you were living with the store people, were you supposed to speak only
when spoken to? Or did they have rules like that. I don't know how people are
supposed to be when they're waiting on people.

Well I don't know either,

Supposed to stand:iggand the corner til you're spoken to, weren't ya?

Yeah, and you don't interupt any conversations or, you knouw, just keep scarce.
Kind of an [mhy ‘thing happerh you know. Like I say, my aunt, she married
a dentist and course, Anna worked for her and well, by gosh, you know, she'd
just lowbrow you know, just nobody, you know. Jyst a servant. Well, it turned
out I started going with Anna and marrizd ‘her, see. Well Anna not only worked
for her, she knew a lot of the goings one around the house, you know. (laughs)
That got my aunt's goat.

That woman would scream to the top of her voice. Just scream and scream and
scream, But then long, long afterward I saw her in Potlateh at a dance do@in
there and she had gone down to change her shoes, into a more comfortable pair
of shoese And she said,"How are you Anna?" She said,"I'm extremely glad you
got into the family."(laughter)

She was in a pig's eys.(laughs)

I was pretty happy about it too, except for you, lady.

Yese, But sheeee Aﬂna,&XV*
Yeah, that got her goat mhennI got married, by gosh,you know. She knew Anna
knew goings on around that house.

But she wouldn't get up in the morning, you know, she'd leave me a note here,

leave me a note there. And if I'd miss a note, Holy! Mmmm, things would erupt.
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One time she left a note on the kitchen stove, I guess it was kettle sitting
on it or somethinge. Anyway, I looked around and I didn't see the note. And
what she wanted me to do was put a boiler on the stove and fill it full of
water so the laundry maid gould come in later and do the washing. And 1 didn't
see that and I didn't put the water on the stove, of course. And I just didn't
know I had to do otherwise. And pretty soon, the laundry woman come and no
water on the stovey no hot water to start with. Oh man, Pearl was mad. 'Cause
she was wanténg to get that woman out of there, you know, 'fore noone. EH% ol
left her notes in the same place so I could find 'em. Sometimes you could go
ifto the living room and if she happened to be there the night before when
she thought of what she wanted me to do, she'd write the note and leave it
there,

Just inconsiderate.

You know, she wasn®t a rich girl herself. She was just raised en a farm down
here, you know, but, you know, families had a habit of doing that. Maybe they'd
have a half a dozen kids or more, but they'd pick one kid out and they'd lavish
everything. Well it happened to be that family it was the older kids. They

had to work and do without and everything else. But thellast two ones, well,

I worked for my grandad down there nin the haying, you know, when my uncike,

he was what, three years older than I was, btit his mother wouldn't let him

work on that, go out there and work in the hay field. Wasn't good enough work
for hime I couldngo out there and work alright. But he couldn't, no. Most he
could do was take the car and run to town and get groceries and stuff and

ha8l out. And my aunt, his sister, why she just set around and look pretty.

My mother go down help my mother in the kitchen get dinner ready for the men
you know, cooking and daughtsr of hers, she set out on the front porch, by

gosh and looked pretty. She couldn't get her hands soiled or nothing. Well
that's the way they raided her, see.

She's the greatest la=di-dadder there ever uwas,

She got herself a dentist, right and was pretty well to do.

Yes. He was.
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And that shot her into the upper crust. ,yVWJ“
And she never let anybody forget it. Butﬂfhey, well no, they didn't divorce,
She was suing for divorces.e
When he died.
And he died. And then she married somebody but I forgot who else.
You've been around probably a lot more than I have, but you know, like I worked
on construction over here in Portland, you know, real millionaire, real rich
man, or his wife, don't make any difference, you knouw, you'd never know it,
just being around them. I been around two or three of 'em down there, working
down there. But I was working on a man name of Bowles. He made his money in
WWI in shipyards down there on the coast. Bowles., And he built a great big
three hundred thousand dollar house up on Council Crest up there in Portland.
And I worked on that job there. Well he come apround you knaow, in his old
slouchy hat on, standin®around, I thought he was just a sidewalk bum, you knouw.
He'd stop you » ask you about something, talk to you and maybe talk to you. I
wondered why ";mas talking*: :\‘“hq the boss didn't come around you know., He'd
keep aholdin' yoao up and talking to you when you were supposed to be working.
I couldn't figure that out, why the boss didn't come around and tell me to
lay off that talking business and get to work. Later I found out I was talking
to the guy that was building théthouse, you knowe And he and his wife, the
only thing is, they never drive the same car. He had one of them old franklin
cars, air cooled Franklin's, And :he had one, it wasn't a new one, it was an
old one. H;s daughter, when she come around, she'd drive the fastest car. But
the old lady jhad an old car she'd drive around. And she was frigddly enough.
Do you think it's the difference between the old rich and the new rich?
uelifﬁbo bit millionaires are the worst kinH of millionaires there is, them

two bit ones. Somebody that gets a few dollars more than the other quy and

everybody's supposed to salute 'em when they go down the road or something.

No

AU:

kI always called 'em two bit millionaires. But you take a real millionaire,
1a\'y4a9
a rich man and by gosh, you know, you can be around 'em, you know thev@kﬁé*ﬂ

They don't brag, They can talk with the commen man without trying to put him
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down, you know.
I don't know if it's still that way but probably in the old days it was.

ot now,
uell,Atoday I don't think it was so bad as it used to be. All that class
distintion stuff ishht so bad as it used to be. I got a friend, when I was
a kid I went runnin' around here at home, his father died when he was small
and he had to quit school and work for money enough, you know, to help his
mother and his sister live. They just didn't have nothin', they just
poor is what he was and his folks. And anyway, he got ahold of an old bicycle
someplace and front wheel went out and I know my mother sent to Montgomers
Wards and got the spokes and stuff to buidd a new wheel. And I hebped him
build that wheel up. Anyway, they was just so poor it was pitiful, but he got
tired out and he made up his mind he was going to sell vacum cleaners. Well
he was a backwoods boy, . ~ he couldn't talk to strangers and he was
the last guy in the world you think would go door to door selling vacum cleaners.
Well he said ther‘uwas nothing ever harder in the world then he put in the first
day selling vacum cleaners. And second day he said he just about give up. But

o A

some woman let him in and bought a vacum lcleaneﬁc But otherwise they just
close doors 'cause they seen him and practically slam the door in his face,
you knowe.
Where was he selling, locally?
Spokane. That's where he started out, Spokane. And but finally he made a sale.
So by gosh, he was all gungho after that, you know, he really went after 'em.
And today he's still in the wacum cleaner business. Now that was when he was
a kid, when he first started out and he started out in Spokane. Now his head
office is in Portland. And maybe you've seen the papers,Scott's Vacum Ckeaners.
He's got stores all over the country.
He owns 1it? g&
Yeah, he's retiired now. But he still, he's general manager of allhhis stores.
He's rétired but the company he owns furnishes him with a Cadillac every year,

brand new Cadillac every year. I guess they do,y?tdon{t know, but they was up

here til a couple of years ago. Every year he'd get a brand new Cadiliac to
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drive and he had his credit cards on the company, anything he wanted to buy.
And then he had a salary, so much a year from the company. But he's a millionaire
time and again. All Stacteh gplling that first vacum cleaner.
And then during the war everybody was selling everything they could get to
get a little money and he went around collecting..e.
0ld vacum cleaners.
0ld vacum cleaners,
Well, he done that before the war. He seen ahead.
First war or second war?
Second ware. First war. No, wait a minute. That was the depression. Depression,
the first time. He went ahead and he had shop down there, oh it was a bigh
place. Shelves. He just had them shelves every place you could pack a second
hand vacum cleaner on them shelves.
In Spokane?
No that was in Portland. After he moved.
But he's got a store in Spokane yet.
Yeah, he's still got a store up there, but he was, his headquarters was Portland
then, But he seen some way or other, well, he's in the vacum cleaning business
and before WWI, no, before the depression. Everything was boom, boom, boom.
You know, people were buying cars, buying this, they were trading vacum cleaners
well, he'd take their old vacum cleaner and sell 'em a neuw one. And then he'd
go out and buy up a, some guy up there have a, sell black s Mmaybe
he'd have a dozen there, he'd go up and make a deal for 'em and get 'em. Anyuway,
as to how he rummyed around and got them vacum cleaners, well then, depression

pebody cou\d

hit. And goursgn buy a new vacum cleaner. So he hired a guy and they went in
and he fixed up a shop and he'd remodel them, you know, he'd get new brushes
and motors, repair the motors on 'em and then he'd paiat the handles. Then
he'd put that paper, you know, wrap it around the hanidle, it looked just like
a new one, you know. Well, he'd probably get the darn thing for a dollar and

a half, during the depression he'd probably sell it for six dollars. It'd be
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second hand but it'd look just like a new one, probably.It was awful battered
up before he, he was pretty slick, you know, it'd look like a brand neuw
machine., And they'd come in and h%tg%?d all of them off. When nobody else could
sell anything, people was buying vacum cleaners from him second hand. Well
that was a big go, and then he got another rap-at it during WWII. Doing the
the same thing. But anyway, he branched out, he's got stores “in Eugene,
Seattle, Tacoma, Grants Pass, I don't know. Spokane.

When this guy was young did you think he had this go getter in him?

No, he didn't. He didn't. You wouldn't, you know, you just couldn't imagine

him goin' ahead and doing anything like that. Yqu kn%f. If you was going to
oLl outldl Ve HAL

judge all the Wids in this neighborhoodv\he's the least possible of getting

anyplace in the world. Well it turned out just the other way. He's the only

one that really went places. No,

They used to talk about rags to riches. I've read about that it was a big idea,

that anybody could become a millionaire. I never really believed that because

it seems that so very few have gotten rich like that. From a case like this

do you think that it's possibe, or do you have to be extremedy lucky?

Well nowadays, course, them days, you know, there was so few rich people 'round

the United States, there were so few of 'em, real rich people. But nowadays

there's so many people that's, you know, thgy can hand their wealth douwn to

the kids, you know.But <Hew that start, he was a regular rags to riches.

He done it all on his own. He didn't have to inherit no estate or end up. He

was juste... and today, well, he, like I say, he's in that cempany now and he

was up here a couple three years ago, I guess, couple years ago he was up here

last,

Yeah I think so.

But we went fishing, him and I went fishing up at Sandpoint and you know, he's
big
driving apbrand new Cadiltac. That didn't make no difference. He go along you

kmow and old cars would pass him. He had his automatic speed control on it.

If he want to drive 50 he'd set that and then he'd just set there and stegr
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it and talk. Thing would go up hills and down hills, that's all he had to do

was set there and steer it. And he had another thing that come out on it; It
flopped, was that business of headlights, you know. If you had that magic eyé?jf
if you met a car coming it would dim. You seen them, haven't ya?

S$S: Yeah.

EU: Well that had thatoon. Well we was coming downffrom Sandpoint and that old
road used to be pretty crooked. Lot of curves and up and douwns. And that
magie eye business. But enother thing that happened with that magic eye, we
went over hills like this at one place and there was a car coming. Every time
the car was going over the hill ‘his lights would dim. The hill was probably
a mile away. And then lights would come on bright would go down and come up
but it always dimmed just after that guy, it would hit him right in the eyes
before they'd dim. But they'd dim and they'érﬁggght onese. The most danger
part was, yould come here and go around this curve, they had them bright markers
along them guaeddrails. And them darn things would dim bhe lights. Right when
you geeded lights going 'round the curve, they was setting out here in the
brushe So.

55: Pretty bad idea.

EU:s Yeah, it wasn't a good idea.

5S: It seems like guys that work in the mill, they don't get rich. They could
work harder than anything...

(End of sideC)

e | ke

EU: Then by gosh, they'd lay you off. There was no tim% ge*ﬁh‘he*was 65, hé might
retired now., But back there it was just like an old horse, they would just
turn you out to pasture, you know. You didn't have no pension, no nothin' no
company.ee50 you said,"Well, this is it. You don't Reed to come back no more,
we don't heed ya." A lot of 'em didn't have anymore than just rentin' their
houses from the Potlatch down there, they was renting their houses and I don't

suppose half of 'em had 50 dollars in the bank or no money to lay up, you knouw,

they just couldn't do it. And well, they just went on the county. Just had

to go on the county. County aid.
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Do you think that in the %20's when people were working in the mill, you
think they thought they had a good chanee of getting ahead?
Just trying to eat three meals a day. You know, at $3.40 an hour for common
Anywheres

labor and like I say, everything, if you had a car, gasoline was around sfrom
20 to 35 cdnts a gallon way back in them days. It wasn't cheap. Cheapest I
ever seen gas was 5 gallons for a dollar, that's 20 cdnts a gallon. That's
the cheapest it ever got. Five gallons for a dollar,
Seems like these days, people really hope that they're gonna get ahead. A big
stakees Was it the same in those dayé.
Well some people can save more than others. It seems funny though, by gosh,
you look things over, you take some guy with one or two kids and by gosh, .
when he gets retirement age, he won't have nothing. But maybe a guy wyll ﬁ?y
or 7 kids, he'll have a home paid for. Don't make sense. They can make the
same wages, but theyguy with 6 or 7 kids, by gosh when he gets otder and

mavke only
can't work, he's got a home paid for. But the guy, by gosh, uithﬂybr 2 kids
when they get up old why they just don't seem tC...
Well, now, it's awfully hard to feed a family and get ahead. It seems like
to me. I hear more young people you know, complain about, you know, its not
payday you know, I don't know what I'nn@onna have for supper. I'm gjust, you
know, eat up everything we got and Itszn't know what we'ree.ee
Course, people live so much different nowadays, you know. People won't do with-
out a car, they have to take the food off the table, they still oun & car.
Now poor people just didn't have cars them days, you knouw. They walked to
work you know. Walk back and maybe have an old horse to drive to town if they
had to get something heavier than the pack on your back, why, they'd drive
an old horse to touwn. PS%: people, it just wasn®!t everybody had cars. Back
in them days. And bfdsig;at did have cars, like I say, gasoline was up there
28,30 cents a gallon, you know and you just couldn't afford to drive your car

to Potlatch and back. Heck. I walked, even when I had my own car. I walked

to work and back, by gosh, all week and left the car settin' in the shed just
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to save gas. A lot of guys up here at Princeton walked to the mill every day
and walked back (Mumble) walked back and forth to worke.

Sometimes they caught the train, too, that was only charge ten cents, didn't

it, to ride to Potlatch?

Fifteen cents.

Fifteen cents.

I worked lots of times, I'd go over here on the nightshift, I'd go over here

and catch that, what they called the 3 o'clock train that go down through

Princeton. Well, I'd get on it and ride to Potlatch for 15 cents. And then

I1'd walk clear home that night after work. Well there was a whole gang, almost

like Cox's Army coming up the track, you know. I wasn't all alone.

Do you think that theyguys that lived out in the country and worked at the

Potlatch mill felt a little more independent than the men that lived in touwn?

Or wasn't there any difference?

mEll, they usually had a little more they could claim their own. Most of the

guys in Potlatch, they were trying to live a littlgi:;ooe their means I'd say,

because they'd try to have better furniture. They was always in debt. Well,

just a case like, when the depression hit. They put me, a lot of guys, I was

lucky, I got a job nightwatching. I guess you'd call it lucky. Anyway, I had

to work 12 hours a night. But then they divide it up, I'd work half the week

and then another guy'd take the shift and go the other half and divide that

work up between us. But I was out there in the yard out there at Potlatch,

and every evening you could see a pickup goin' down the road with a car be&\WMi

it, new cars. They was ahaulin' 'em out of touwn, repossesin' 'em::§s2y got

through haulin' cars out, why I bet there wasn't a dozen cars left in the whole

town of Potlatche. I'm not kidding. I'm not kiddin' ya. I didn't go for that
Noamoe Snd

new car business at that time.When p ¢ I got married, she had a little Ford

roadster,'27 Model and I had a Ford '27 model Coupe. Well, shdduser her car

to go to school and back with and I had that little Ford, so that when we got

married, why, we didn't need two cars. That's one thing. So we decided, a 127
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Dodge sedan come up for sale down there and it was a pretty good car, so we

decided to trade our two Fords off and get that. So that's what we did. And

so when the depression hit, why the old Dodge wasi%aid for., I'11l tell you,

if I'd a went like them: other guys, you know, and thefe were salesmen around
trying to sell you new cars there before the depression hit, all those boys
were working, they sold a lot of cars. But gee whiz, when they got through
hauling cars out of town, I'1ll tell you, there weren't very many left.

1 wonder why they were like that in Potlatch. I know the compapy ouwned the
homes, I wonder if that was:it, i1if you couldn't own your home, you wanted

to own something.

1t was the thing to do, if you could get a car. And there was still that little
bit of class distinction, you know. One would try to have a little better
car than the other guy, you kpow. And bigger and that was still goin' on.

Do you think that doesn't operate so much out in the country?

No, it seems like out in the country, it didn'tiﬁgmetguch difference what you
drove. I don't know. It didn't seem to make much difference. But in town that
way, why. I don't know, theyllooked across the hall to see the other
guy, what he had. Anyway, they caught ‘em all with their pants down when the
depression hit.

Quite a few of the families here had a little land, didn!t they?

Most of 'em. Lot of 'em lived over here in Princeton, you know. And a lot of
'em was farmers working down here, yodl know. Lﬁt of 'em, by gosh, they'd lay
off in“the harvest and puttin' their crop in and they go down and work all
winter down in the mill, you know. And they make pretty good, let's say. Yeah.
They done alright. It was pitiful the way it was though. Nothing to look ahead
to, you know. You just were one month to the ndit; if you could keep your nose
above water, it worked aliight, but when you got old-and they didn't heed yae.e.
It really was truly hard. I know one month you was paid 13 dollars, your check
was, and our gas bill was 12 dollars.

In the depression.

Depression, yeah.

O e ML i tremts e itk e had fheiirances. ane. and we dipped into
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that. That's what put us through the depression,
Well, lot of guys, they just got laid off, period. Well they could go down
to the store you know, and hold their hand behind their back, thqf‘quﬁﬁ%
chunk of meat and they could get their grocery bill and I was out there, runnin'
around the snow in the wintertime making 274 cents an hour. That's what they
paid during the depression. 27% cents anchour. And, well I was doing alright,
but we had a house rented there, we didn't have too much furniture. We just
got married, you know, a year before. Couple years.
Really two years and a half before it read2ly hit uys hard.
Yeah, we got married in '29 and I think they shut the mill down about the last
part of '3l or '32. Anyway, they had a system there that if I was working, nouw
we only had two lightbulbs in the house and we didn't have an electric stove
or nothin', but my electric bill was goin' up 8 and 9 dollars a month, you
knowe Well, they was usin' me to pay my neighbors bills you S@e:. They ijust
put it on to the guy that was workin' to cover the obher guys. Well that was

el

more than I couod take so, house. my dad had\ﬁ%ﬁﬂ*anvacant, so I told Anna,
the heck with it, let's pull out of town. So we moved up there. I think that
was a mistake.
Why?
I don't kike to have anybody shoved on to me like that, you know, but...
Why was it a mistake?
Well it just worked a hardship all the way around., And I could astayed douwn
in Potla&ch, you know,hénauggfd that 8, 9 whatever they wanted to charge me
for 'lectricigy.

But it wasn't your electricity.

: No, we had to help pay for others.

So anyway, I told 'em to take their house and shove it and we moved out. Well
we stayed out there, I guess, a couple of years. Coupde of winters.
We stayed there, we moved up there in November and then we stayed that winter

and another winter. Then we moved out sometime...

That spring.
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AU: I think it was the fall of the year that we moved back to Potlatch wasn't it?

EU: Yeah, they started the mill wp again.

AUs=Yes.

55: What was it like when you were living up there. You weren't working in the mill?

EUs Yeah.

S5S: You were still watchman?

EUs Still workin' yah, I uatchedzgﬁﬁl%hen I worked in the planer awhile.

AUs Three days a week.

55: Sounds like that was really going back to the land.

EU: Yeah, it was. Oh, we done alright. But I never did have to take a handout during
that depression. No, I'1l say that.

AU: But he, like I say, he had that insurance ané&%ashed it in you know. And then
we were careful. Living up there, no rent, no lights, no water. Well I mean,
paid for. Ahd then we milked cows and his folks brousht their herd up tharej

Evanmett
fed 'em out for the winter. And so we had a cow to get our milk and butter.

A
Smg;gés a big help that way.
EU: Yeah, it was hard. So anyway, the mill started up in '34 and we moved back
to Potlatch. And then I stayed there till about '43 I guess. ’44:1T16”+7
AUs Yeah. Your dad dlied in February and we moved up here to take care of your mother,
That was '43,
EUs I worked awhile after that thoughe.
AU: Yeah, you worked tel'44,
5S: When you lived on the hill, did you stay at home most of the time?

EU: Yeah. Yeah, she wasn't teachin' school then.

55: Was it really a whole different life to make things stretch during the depression?

Compared to before?

AU: Well we truly weren't too bad off, were we Emmett?

EU: No, we wasn't. I, they shut the mill down, kid, Elliot McDonald, we worked
on the carriage together, so anyway, well, we were up against her now, so I

had that old Dodge and we got in it and went over here to Kendrick. And a

guy up there was raisin' beans, Well I got two sacks, sack of white and
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big 100 pound, 140 pound bags, you know, sacks. of wheat,ﬂbeans.
How was that? He got twoe..e.
You got two and he got three, wasn't it Emmett?
I guess that was it. Anyway, we was loadin' up the back of the old Dodge and
hauied 'em home. You could get 'em for about a cent a pound you know. Beans
at that time. So by gosh, the joke was, the beans I hauled home kept Hatter
Creek éi;;ékzgre that winter., He said Potlatch would have starved to death
if they hadn't had his beans.(laughs) And by gosh, there was more truth to
it than lie,
And up there I had a garden‘*b%that you don't have in town.
Were you giving your beans away?
Yeah, We didn't charge nothin' for ‘em,
You had a garden and grew most all yyour vegetables?
Yah, after the first winter. And Emmett got a chicken house built and we tumd
chickens, And it was..e.
Did people get together very much during the depression in the neighborhood?
No. No you couldn't.
Do what?
Get together in the depression in the neighborhood,
Not too muoch.
Not then. Qth Ohek*
Everybody stuck pretty close to the fire. Oh they'd, summertime,A ' help
one another out in the hayin' or somethin' like that, you know. Farm work they'd
help one another out. What I had the other guy didn't have, or my dad had and
they didn't have. Lot of swappin' done between the farmers. 'Cause nobody had
any money. gd@\ .
We worked hard up there. Emmett work  in the mill andrﬁSTped with the hayin'
too, you know and different things like that. I cooked for the hay crew. So

it was a busy Life, you know. No time to wastee Had orchard up there,

When was it I bought the Patten place?
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Well it was after we moved down from the upper place.

Yeah,

Back to Potlatch.

Fellow had 40 acres up there, name of Earl Patten. And he had it all pretty
well cleaned up, you know, and had a nice garden spot and fairly good buildings
on it. But his dagdpassed away back in Minnesota and he had a farm back there
and he wanted to get rid of this so he could get money enoughl to go back there.
Well by gosh, all he wanted for it was a thousand dollarsi Well by gosh, it
just wasn't easy £o find somebody with a thousand dollars them days. Finally

I talked to the banker and I raised a thousand dollars and got that 40 acres.
Well that was my first land purchase. And then, let's see. Oh I schemed around
and got ahold of a little land one way or another. I got 160 acrgSnggﬁgeRBre

here and Viola, Back here @n the mountains, Timber claim. I got that through

the fact of the

just paying back taxes on it. Course I didn't get nothin' off of that,
matter, I give it to my boy Frank before Iigz;n the darn place. I never could
find it. I don't know. We went over and looked for it but we just couldn't

| De ke
find the darn place. So after I gave it to Frank and then he gotcﬂﬂpﬁcha A |ite n
and thsy got up andffound it, got it outlined where it was. But, then he turned
around and sold it, I believe for nine thousand.
I think so, but I don't knouw.
I think nine thousaad he sold it for. I got for it for payin' takes on it but
I didn't get nothin' on it otherwise. I gave it to him and he sold it.
When I said get togethers, I was thinking of parties and dances. I know I heard
they used tOsee
They did when I was a kid. They, yeah, they used to havé houseparties. Have
a dance over at this place and one here one week and then somebody else would
have it the next week during the wintertime especially. And had some rousin'

o pmes

times. I knowAI was just a kid, over here there's this guy that lives over

here, he lived, big log house there, maybe I told you about this, Slim Callaghan.

}‘allaﬁhan. He was a long, lazy lumberjack, you knouwe
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One of the 4 L's?
Something like that, but he was a good guy, but he was just a lumber jack. He
wasn't married or nothin' but, anyway kids, they was dancin' in the haouse,

lorrme on
the kids were outdoors horsin' around and &Jld}-cnagj; him out there in the
back of the, behind the house, down in the weeds lsyin! there and moanin' and
graanin' and well I knew him a little bit, 'cause he worked for my grandad.
Hayin' down there. Ahd so I talked to him and he wanted to know who I was
t;;4c\d.\w\ﬂ“
andA’"You're a good boy." So finally he said,"I'm gonna give you somethin'"
so he pulled out of his pockets a five dollar bill and give it to me, you
knowes And oh boy, I thought, all of a sudden I was a millionaire. So by gosh
om +he danc@
I took it. So we went home that nightﬁand told my dad what happened, that guy
give me, so I got the five dollars. Holy smokes? I shauldn't have taken it,
you know., So anyway, the next day was Sunday. Anyway, they got me up early
and they put me on a cayuse and I took off and the lumbercamp was gay abobe
Harvard someplace. I 'd never hardlly been up there you know. I'd been up there
as far as Harvard, but beyond that I didn't know. I had a little cayuse. Her
name was Dolly. And I started out that morning I had to go and get that money
as well oot

back to that guy, or by gosh, I\TﬂgﬁvAnot come home, that's,what it amounted
to. And so I rode all day and way late that evening. But finally I found him
up there in the loggin' camp. Course, there was other guys around there. So
I found him and I give him his five dollars back. He didn't know nothin' about
it, you know. Well I said, you give it to me last night and my folks said I
had to give it back to ya, so. Well he take it but it kind of embarrased him
around the other guys that he would throw his money around like that when he
was drunke Anway, I tell you, m6 drunk man ever give money after that. That
was the end of thati
When you guys were going together in those days, then dances, they didn't have
them any more? At homes?

No no, they were mostly over in the hallss They had a hall up in Harvard and

they had pavillions, well they had one down at Kennedy Ford down here, big
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pavillion down there at the time.

AU: These are all gone. The dances, they just don't have 'em anymore.

55: Would people come from all around to a dance like that?

EUs Oh yeah,

5S5: Oh just be people from the neighborhood?

EU: No, all over.Some people maybe a bunch go to Avon up here, Helmer., They used
to have a pavillion up there, biig round hall, dance hall.

SS: I've heard about that one. That was quite a big place.

EU: Yeah, big place. Then they had one down at Ford down here. Round hall
there. They had one over at Troy. Had a, it was on the poad goin' out towards
Moscow, off on the left. 'Stead of goin' out towards Moscow, they had a big
gound hall there. And this place down there, this side of Colfaxe. They call
Parvens. I never was down there, but they had a big hall there. Lot of people
just, you know, they go this one time and the next day they go to the next
one and that's the way they done. Every Saturday night they probably go to
a different hall,

5S: I've heard that during Prohibition outside of those dance halls they had quite
a few fights outside of those dances, it wasn't unasual. Did you get many
lectures at home, Anna, about that kind of thing? Did they try to make young
ladies fear liquor. Did parents try to be strict about that?

AUs No, we never.e.. well I never Had a drink at a dance in my lifee

EUs I don't know. I never didceither.

AU: And I don't evemn think the girls...

EU: Younger people didn't go for it. ItL was mostly just older people go to dances
and raise all the heck.
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