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chairman of Interstate Commerce Commission.
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Day vs. Stenger case. The survey line on
Main Street was not drawn exactly north and
south, and the variance increased as the
addition went east. Steele ruled that the
line had to be redrawn, but Orland (with

Mr. Goff also working on the case) won an
appeal from the state supreme court, which
ruled that the lines recognized for more than
fifty years would be law.

Enforcing the state prohibition act as prosecuting
attorney. Process of marketing moonshine.
Italians made wine in Potlatch. A man arrested
for possession drank the liquor before it

was confiscated and couldn't be convicted. He
delayed arriving at dinmer parties when
violation of the law became socially acceptable.
In instructions to the jury he stressed the
responsibility of Moscow to the parents of
university students throughout Idaho to keep
liquor away from their sons and daughters.

Those in possession got fined, while commercial
producers got sentenced. He enjoyed working
with Pat Malone, Albert Strom (Troy) and

Harry Gleave (Potlatch).

Potlatch was a company town, substantial and
well-behaved during prohibition, while Onaway
was not as good.

He accompanied officers to the scene of serious
crimes, which greatly assisted him in prosecuting
the cases. Apprehending the prohibition
violators; runners from out of the area were
very difficult to catch.

After dropping charges against a suspected
cattle rustler for lack of evidence, additional
work clinches the case. (continued)
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Evidence included testimony of Carl Jockkeck
Elk River butcher, and proof of felony.

Indian cases were tried at Moscow. Kinds of
cases he tried. He sued the Northern Pacific
for killing a young boy on the tracks, finding
a 1906 Moscow ordinance that set the maximum
speed at twelve miles per hour.

Working for and against Potlatch Lumber Company.
Coming of Potlatch Lumber Company interests;
Deary rejects Moscow for millsite.

Post World War I depression. The 1930's
depression was not Hoover's fault. Crush of
wheat market hit this area hard. Bank troubles;
when the 01d National Bank in Spokane closed
down, he drew up a document which the mayor
signed, declaring a holiday in Moscow,
preventing a panic.

National Recovery Administration developed codes
for industry; locally, Mr. Goff was secretary

and Burton French director of the voluntary
organization which urged patriotic compliance.
Depression ended with World War II. People
didn't suffer much around here because life was
far simpler than now. Prosperity of the twenties.

State legislator from Latah County: his major
achievement was a bill permitting courts to

set their own prccedures. Retirement for

judges. Social life in Boise: Mrs. Goff's popularity.

Army duty during World War II. Elected to
Congress in 1946, defeating Comp White. He

was elected president of the freshmen Republicans,
Richard Nixon secretary. Introduced and passed
Forest Pest Controls Act, largely to combat
tussock moth., Introduction and defense of

Air Supremacy Act. (continued)
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00 34 The Armed Services Committee essentially
followed his recommendation, although the
bill was defeated. He was only freshman
named to Republican steering committee, and
a member of agriculture committee. He lost
in Democratic landslide in 1948, and lost
in Republican senatorial primary in 1950.
Named general counsel to the post office
department by Eisenhower. Named to Interstate
Commerce Commission in 1958, later elected
chairman, serving for nine years. Speech at
Valley Forge, speech for Air Supremacy Act,
and Speech by Mrs. Goff on social life in
Washington, D.C. (see Museum files).

(6 minutes)
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November 20,1974
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ABE GOFF: I thinﬂPne of the most importht cases historically that's been
decided in the courts here in Moscow was the case of Day  versus Stanger.
Now this is a case that mest people have forgotten about. It involved the
property lines on the properties on the east gside of Main Street. New
Jexty

Day then lived in his big house- big, wooden house--up in the east
part of Mescow on the hill. And his neighber was a fine enough man by the
name of Stanger. Now they got inte a dispute about the beundary line. AR
in order to settle itjyx(‘ Day brought an action against Stenger to establish
his boundary line. Now it developed in the trial of the case that when

n
Moscow was first surveyed the main township line b8 down Main Street,

supposedly nerth and gouth. But it developed later that it wasn't on a true

north and seuth; it was a little bit off. And of course all the property lines

and for ' the additions for all the east side of Moscow were drawm at
right angles to the center line down?&ain Street. Well, of course if it was
a little bit off it would graddlly, the further you got east the rate of
the divergence would be from the true ninety degree angle from what was nerth

& prreov ey
e v between Day and Sténger was the result of

and south. Well, the
that. And the case was tried out in the district court before Judge Steele
without a jury because there was little dispuéi %ge facts. Now Mr. Orin
was the attourney for Stenger and I was then practicing with him although

we had not yet become partners. I worked hard on the case with him and he

tried the case. I helped collect some of the evidence and as it resolved
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down frem many old settlers' testimony, '~ the location of the old fences,
the property lines, there were still some of the old wooden fences
between property out here on the east side of Moscow. And of course there
was a divergent from the tme line, what would be the true right angles
from the north and south line. Well, the case was tried out and Judge
Steele decided that the accurate survey must govern, that the lines when
properly drawn--the true north and south line--that that was the true line
that had been established, all the descriptions were based on that. And that
that would have to govern what the true line would be. But of course naturally
it would make a considerable confusion out with these people that for fifty
years had built their, oh fenees and sidewalks and everything based upon the
original line as then laid out on the original survey. Well Mr. Oﬁin took
the case or we took the case though it was his case but I had worked on it.
He took it to the supreme court but the supreme court held that when these
old lines had been established by the earliest pioneers, when they built
their houses, built their fences, built their sidewalks on what was the
recognized line, that these lines had been recognized for more than fifty
years, that the court would not disturb theﬁ?ithat the lines that had been
accepted by everybody from the very beginning would have te govern. And
so that?!s the reason that there's some confusion about the lines here. But
therets no question where the old lines were that surveyors folPwed those
out. It does make some difference the further you gt east but it would have
made tremendous confusion if they!d followed the technically accurate line.
And the court said," No, when you build a whole side of town and people have

recognized it all these years, that'!s the line that governs®and that can be

easily followed by an engineer. Now, the engineers didn't like it very well
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but the fact remains that that's the reason that we've had some differences
out in the east part of town.

SCHRAGER: Which side of the case was the side that you were representing?

Oh, I was representing Stanger. Stenger held to the old lines, the
accepted lines. And Day sought to establish the technically afurate lines.
And so of course there was no particular hard feeling about it. It was
established and the case was returned and that's the way we stand.

Did you argue, incidentally,that the ramifications of changing. « «?

Oh everything, we argued. Oh, everything was argued. That was a very
carefully tried case. And there's a tremendous record up in the courthouse
now; it'll be found vp there of, oh a number of witnesses from the earlier
days. You must remember that back én the twenties most of the early settlers
or a large part of 'em were still alive and could come and testify about where
they built their lines and fencee and so on. And it was a very interesting
case. It's a long case but that®s why we have had this difference about
property lines. Now, next you asked me to say something about prohibition
cases.

Well, of course, I was concerned as presecuting atteurney only with
the presecutions umder the state prohibitien law. There was a federal prehibitien
act and a state prehibition act. The offenses under the state prohibition
act were direct®g against the manuf acturer, the sale, or the possession of
intoxicating liquor. Now we had quite a few moonshiners out in the back woods
in the area of Troy and Bovill and out there. Of course the Potlatch Lumber
Company would not willingly permit anybody to establsh any stills¥n their
forest lands, but there were lots of little property owners and of course

o

the usual way that it was handled washthe moonshiner would bring his liquor

to someone who would convey it to the town and the town, they'd convey it to
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to the bootlegger. And then the bootlegger would either bottle it or sell
it by the jug to the ultimate consumer. And of course we had quite a few
cases. Most of the stills were located,as 1 remember,in Clearwater County
and down along the Snake River up above Lewiston where there was wild
country. We had a few cases for manufacture here. The usual defense was
that though it was on the fellah's property that he didn't know it was there,
that somebody else must have had the still.And when they found cracked corn
up at his place he said that was for the purpose of féedin his chickens.
And of course often though he'd forgot. . and added sugar. And he couldn't
explain why there was sugar in it or why it was wet sometimes. The runners
ordinarily had nething to do with the manufacture. They operated by automobile,
they'd come into a town amd deliver it to somebody who was_the real bootlegger,
that sold it to the often repected citizen who got it. We teded a lot of cases
for sales of liquor abund the dances agzzgggre the lumberjacks were. A lot of
these cases were sales to informers who went out and made the buy under the
eyes of the sheriff who was watching. And we didn't have so many cases for
the manufacture of liquor here, but there were quite a lot of lem for the
sale of liquor. We had quite a lot of wine made over in the Potlatch areae.
There was a group of Italians lived there, mostly pretty good people. But
they had made wine. They used wine all their lives.They couldn't see anything
wrong with makin’ . wine and making a little money by selling it to
tLirsty native American citizens.There was a law in addition that provided
that when a man was more than twice--if he'd been convicted twice~-the
third time he could be charged with being a persistent violator of the state
prohibition act. And that was a penitentiary offcense. And we, as I remembe%
there was only onéman that we convicted of belg a persisth violator of all

the time. Usually they got out ef the business befere they had a chance of
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going te the penitentiary. But jeil sentences were handed out pretty
regularly for the bootlegging. And seldem was, amere purchaser was
charged with possession, very seldom was he given a jail sentence. Given
a substantia] fine fer having liquer in his possessien. I can remember
one of the interesting cases that arese abeut a man that had bought seme liquer.
He was charged with liquer in his posessigas before he was arrested
for the pessesion of the liquor and while they were busy with

arresting the bootlegger he drank the liquor. And he was charged with the
possession of liquor. But the court rightly held that when he swallowed the
liquor it became part of his body and we didn't have any evidence. Now I
think that's all I'll say about the prohibition cases. Of course it was
repealed. The difficulty was that gradually drinking became the accepted
thing in society. I know it reached the stage when I was prosecuting atteurney
that when I'd be invited out to a dinner, I didn't drink and never took any
illegal liquor. But I would simply notify the hostess that I would be half
or three-quarters of an hour late. And it was well unde Btood that no liquor
could be served in my presence and I would just arrive after the other
because iﬁgt EZ a common thing to serve liquor. But I can say that it was never
in my presence because it was against the law and I couldn't understand
prosecutin some poor lumberjack for taking a drink and then léttin people
get away--substantial citizens--get away with it. So 1 just preferred to have
nothing to do with it. Did you want to ask some questions about the prohibition?

Yes, there's one question that I was curious about and that you broached
a little bit when we were first talking. An¢ that was about the way that the
prosecution handléd the prohibition cases in general. You told me that you had
a lot of set argument that you gave tot?ﬁry.

Oh, yes. I will say that. First, that in Latah County and I'm quite sure

we had the best record for the enforcement of the prohibition laws of any
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county in the state. You can understand thatAaround Wallace and Kellogg
and down at Lewiston the ordinary citizen, a lot of em at least, regarded
it as an infringement:g; his rights and there was nothin morally wrong
about it. But here in Latah County we were quite successful because of

+hid
the locatiOJOf the university. And at that time j was the only state

srgumen to the jury, and

institution. And in trying these cases, in my
in my questions to the jury. In my opening statement 1 always pointed out
that here in Latah County we had aresponsibility to the citizens of Idaho,
the fathers and mothers who sent their sons and daughters here to the
university. We had a special responsibility that I hoped that they, not
to convict an innocent man, but to keep that in mind, whatever ékir views
were about the prohibition law. ThY ﬂhﬁy‘ we owe to the fathers and
mothers threughout the state to keep this county free of liquor and away
from their sons and daughters? And it was very effective. They took it much
more seriously than did the jurors in many other counties. In fact, I don't
know whether I mentioned this but, up in Wallace and Kellogg speakeasies
were in operation. In fact under the federal prehibition law they indicted
the mayor of Wallace, the county commissioners, the sheriff and most of the
county officials for a conspiracy to violate the national prohibition act
because they condoned all this. Now is there anything further?

Was there a usual length of sentence, like for a first offense?

Well, here in this county if the fellah was commercially engagedin selling
or manufacturingrggKnearly always got a jail sentence. Judge Deatrich, who
was the federal district judge here, he always gave the commercial violator

a jail sentence. In fact the congestion got so bad back in New York City

that they transferred Judge Deatirch back there to help get rid of the
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backlog. And they said thaghfghe of of these violators were brought in to

Xo he jal

be sentenced‘they'd faint away. They'd never had such a thing because
in many of the cities they were just given a fine which would amount to a
good sized license fee and went right on again. But here and particularly
in this county, I don't know about Judge Deatrich in other counties, but
if they were in the commercial business of selling or manuf acturing liquor
they got a jail sentence and a good jail sentence.

SAM: Was Pat Malone involved in many of these cases?

A G: No, not so many?&t, was up there with the lumberjacks. He had to get along
with em. He was quite popular and well-liked, a jolly old Irishman. Oh,
sure he had a lot of smaller cases but we were not so concerned about the
{individual lumberjacks, sure if he was picked up he'd get a fine if he had
some liquor in his possession. We were concerned with the bootlegger that
was disposing of it. And it was a pretty tough case 'cause poor old Pat, every-
body knew him so well, if he was anywhere in the offing they never had any
liquor around. But we had little trouble with any place where they had a
speakeasy. There wasn't any such thing much in Bovill. Oh, once or twice there
was some liquor disposed of around some restaurant or somethin in there, and

_tggétaurant as much as around, oh some fellah that operated

a place for eigars and dance halls and things of that kind. But it wasn't a
severe case up there, and old Pat was h‘:don the trail but we didn't have
any really big cases that he was involved in. A very interesting old Irishman

who

A%EQ?QA Strom, was the

that I always look back with fondness as I do to
marshall down at Troy. Now he had quitz a few offenses down at Troy. TEere
was always a Saturday night dance down there and there was always a little liguor
disposed of. Strom was a fine, honorable, town marshall. Did a fine job, a

lot of things besides just bein town marshall. He had to look after the water
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works and collecting the water bills. And Strom was a fine man and 1
look back with pleasure to him and also to the constable over at Potlatch.
Now the constable was an Englishman by the name of Harry L. M.  Gleave .
Now he was appointed constable and townsite superintendent by the
Potlatch Lumber Company because you see they had to have somebody in charge
of all the bildings in the town and the town buildings there because you
see Potlatch was built entirely by the Potlatch Lumber Company to house
their workers. Are‘*“ur ‘- yarious buildings. There was a gymnasium
and a theter and so on. They were all built by the Potlatch jumber Company .
The store at that time was run by a subsidiary of the Potlatch Lumber Company.
And in that store, for instance, a fellah could draw checks in advance,
slips on his pay if he ran out of maney before the end of the month and
this script could be either cashed at the bank or given to the Potlatch Mercantile

A:iuy good for his family if he'd runm out of money. Then it was chared

agin him when his paycheck came in at the end of the month. Well, now Gleave
had charge of all these houses and seeing that they were kept repaired. He
didn't do the carpenter work himself but he was the general superintendent
of this whole establishment owned by the Potlatch. Now true, once in a while
he became involved in some case but he was too busywth his other work.
And I'11 tell you Harry L. M. Gleave, now since deceased, was one of the
finest citizens we had here in Latah County. He did an excellent and
efficient job Aa the townsite superintendent. But he was also a constable
besides being the townsite superintendent. And he was responsible for, as
constable, for maintaining order in the community. But Potlatch itself was
a very law abiding community. You se¢, the major mill was located there.

The town was well run under constable and superintendent Geave's direction

and supervision. Now there was a little town of Onaway up next to it; but
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“ that wasn't owned by the Potlatch and there was considerably more difficulty

SAM:

A G:

SAM:

A G:

and trouble about selling liquer an various crimes, not serious ones, out
in Onaway wh#qgasn't under the supervision of Gleuve. He had nothing to do
with that. That was up to the sheriff.

In other words, during the period of prohibition Ptolatch was really, for
being a lumber town was really quite a clean and. « .

Quite a clean town. They had a pool hall there{kruf But it was very. . .
Everything was clean. The company insisted on it. Now Efe individual lumberjack
out in the woods fat was a different situation because a large part of them

were single men. But in Potlatch most of the mill workes:s WeFe married men
who rented homes there from the Potlatch. It was a very subsstantial community.
There was a bank there that,A“AX:;ock was owned by the Potlatch Lumber Company.
And we had little difficulty about Potlatch {t:self.

There!s one more question I think I have about prohibition, and that is the
way the cases were broken and the offenders were brought in. Did you as
prosecuting attourney have much involvement with that part of the business or
were you invel'ed only sfter the case was broken? And how were cases broken

generally? Were they broken by informers or were they broken by the sheriff’s
office or that just general?

Well, generally I'd say that I had little to do with the actual apprehension

of bootleggers and so on. My job was prosecution and I went out, my trips
out through the county wereusually involved more serious offenses because
I had left word with the sheriff when there was any serious offense apparent
to call me at once when he heard of it and take me along with him. So that
if, you know, it was a manslaughter case, a bad assault case or a robbery, a
burglery or anything of this kind, 1 was there with him . on the

ground where I could talk to the witnesses, where if he'd made an arrest

I could talk to the accused. And it was a great help. If I do say, I had a



2-10
very good record for convictions because 1 was there right on the scene,
right afterwards with the sheriff and we quickly made up our mind whether
the man was guilty and next whether we had a case against him. Now, to the
apprehension of these fellahs that were bootleggers, yes, there were some

informers hired occasionally. Somebody' that'd be a stranger, maybe somebody
from another part of the county wouldntt be well-known, would try to make
"buys" as w;dcallv* it. And they'd try to make the buy where the sheriff
would be watching and then if, you know, in a small county like this if
somebody was in the liquor business locally the word got around and it'd
get to the sheriff's office. And remember that there were plenty of good,

sound citizens strongly in favor of the prohibition act wh§°¥%g_ the
sheriff off if there was word around that a fellah was manuf acturing liquor.
Andhsually the sheriff, if there were reports of manufacture hetd quietly
slip out in the area, perhaps locate the still back in the woods if nobody
was there, conceal himsclf, and when the fellah'd came to tend his still
he'd be picked up. But the runners that came in from outside, they were
g#ldom caught because they were stranges who would run a car in here. They'd
be in touch with somebody locally who wanted the liquor. They'd meet
someplace outside of town and it'd always be at night. They'd meet at some
road corner at a certain time. Andfhe next time it'd be changed to some other
time. And it was pretty difficult to locate and apprehend them. And of

M AKING G
course when some lumberjack bought a bottle and got drunk and was ~

dﬁ*“‘pahct’ of cours

was picked up and had a bottle oabim, why that wao an easy
thing te charge him and convict him. And they'd usually plead guilty and
usually not be given a very severe fine if we were amvinwed that he had
nothing to do with the financial gain in the thing.

SAM: When this law was repealed were you as prosecuting attourney sort of glad
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to see it go and not have to deal with these kinds of casest

Well, yes, I would say I was. I can't remember when I went out as
prosecuting attourney. I think I went out in 1934 and it was over with
by then. But of course, oh I certainly was glad to get at some of these
fellahs that were selling rotten liquor that would blind people and so on.
Besides it was the law and it was for a worthy purpose and it was on the
books and it was my job to enforce it and I did. the very best I could.

Okay, I'd like to ask you about a case that you mentioned just when we stopped
last time and that was the cattle F‘!xlin’base involving involving the Galloway
bbthers.

Well, that case, I wish I could look over the file and refresh my memory
but the Galloway brothers ran cattle down on the other side of Kendrick.
Some of their cattle were stolen. I can't even remember the name of the
defendant. And there weee several circumstances that made them think that
he was guilty of it. And I don't remember the details, but anyway they filed
a complaint; we had this mn arrested. He was brought in here. He was charged
with the offense, I don't remember whether he insisted on having a preliminary
hearing before the probate judge who was then magistrate. I really don't

fmember 'cause he had a right to just waive that and he was bound over to
the district court. I filed information against him for grand larceny for
stealing the cattle. And I don't remember all the details in connection with
the case or just how much evidence they had against him. But when the case
came up for trial, that is the court term was coming up, I made up my mind
that we didn?t have a sufficient case to convict him. And I thought it would
be a bad thing to bring him in here and if we once ywpanneed a jury and he was
acquitted he was gone for good. He couldn?t be prosecuted again. Then I'm

remembering now what evidence we had 15 et very strong, I presented a motion
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to district Judge Steele to dismiss the case. Now the dismissal had ne

affect on affther presecution. And upon the ground that I didn't censider

the evidence was sufficient to sustain a conviction. Well, the judge on my

motion dismissed the case. And the Galloway boys were certainly pretty hot

about it. I couldn't blame em. I was convinced of the fellah's guilt but I

just thotht we didn’t have the case and we hadn't had enough time to rum it

down as fully as I thought we should. So I dismissed the case anc!jthey wvere
very much dissatisfied with it. And I had a lot of criticism from people

down there for doing it. But I 'did what I thought was the best thing.

Well, time went on and we worked on the case further, and the sheriff worked
on the case. And I oppatuned, I said to the Galloway boys,'"Now look, I think
the fellah's guilty too. Now you try to get me some more evidence and the

sheriff?1l work on it. And let's get " in touch with the sheriff down
at Clearwater County," because it was on the border of Clearwater County.

Now I don't remember the details, it's been so long ago. But I do remember

that we finally built up quite a case. The next thing was that this fellah
the we let go and the case had been dismissed, went up to Spokane. And lo and

behold I read in the paper that he had been convicted of chicken stealing

over there, someplace out of Spokane. Well, now theft of chickens had been

made a felony by the Washington statute. It was a felony, a penitentiary offense

to steal chickens, they'd had so much troubled up there. So along before the
next term of court came up I had got Galloway doing, and im $wear Ho another

complamd, And Pnen we rnied e Case. Well) a5 a vesult & cave€ol wor k

onAnetork ol ouc aner € and 0L oteXS g +he Wor K +he GallowryS

Nl done %&{r Lwst witr ness and ’:r‘rvoﬂfecg'\— withess aqamst im was

(End-*g\f‘rSi VT 0p at EIKRwWer. We'd Cwvally voN down where he dispesed
08 Some of e cadle. Cacl T. .. -

WS e o o and Wi Alse A Jeadony E4nin OF EMERver £ they had
& Zowin o? gﬁ?‘:ﬁ.ﬁfﬁ:“ﬂ‘h.w he WAS +he mdliobamjg-h\hf‘ll iNe, opright Crhzena WY} ?\(36?“
AG: . . .not after'the original arrest but after the case ha been dismisse i

LN

in running it down we found that Carl Jockkek had bought some cattle from
JockhetK

the fellah that we accused and fortunately he had retained the hides. Andahf'ly\
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got on the stand and told about a day or so after the alleged

that the defendant came to him and he bought the cattle and paid him for
em, and one or two of the hides had the Galloways brand on it. And we hzd
the hides herz, we Cant TO%%\QCK to identify them. And TJocKhecK jgentified
the accused as being the man that he purchased the Galloway cattle from.

In afidition to that, and we had some other evidence, other original evidence
they’d had about his being:(\ the presence and down in the area with his
horses and so on, some of the eriginal evidence we had of Galloway. The
defendant took the stand in his ewn defense. And that's just what I*d been

waiting for. Se when he took the stand and after he'd testified that hetd
had nothing te do it and that carl JockhecK was mistaken, it wasn't him. And
that he?d had nothing to do with it. It was a mistaken identity. That hetd
had nothing to do with the case. And that Carl JockheK was certainly mistaken
and he had Awitness or two to show that he was someplace else at the time,
an alibi that he couldn't have possibly been there. And why, he then,after
his examination, his witness;?*;ver and hetd given his testimony, then it
was time for cross-examination.and of course then I simply said to him,

"Have you ever been convicted of a felony?" And he didn?t want to answer.

I insisted that he answer. And the judge ssid,"Yes, that's a proper question.

It's a means to test his credibility because under the law a conviction of

a felony is an impeachment of a man's integrity and it's a proper way to

impeach his testimony.'" So the accused said,"Yes, I was." And 1 said,"Where

was that?" And he said,"In Spokane, Washington." And 1 said, of course I

could ask leading questions, I had the certified copy from Spokane of

the judgement of cenviction;r‘ the superior ceurt there and of the sentence
given to him. And reading from that I asked him all these various questions

which he admitted. And then following that I submitted the judgement of the

Superior Court of Spokane Ceunty of his conviction of grand larceny. That
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was the very thing that we'd charged him with here. We didn't know
what it was, it was grand larceny, it was the conviction. Well, we had

built up a strong case, particulary with Carl J;ckhudailstimony. And

then this was the clincher. And the judge, in cempliance with my request
instructed the jury that one of the ways te impeach the credibility of a
witness either was by proof of contrary statements made at some other time

or groof that he had been convicted of a felony. They had a right teo

consider that in going eut to consider the story and the credibility of

the defendant and the accused. The jury convicted him in a hurry and he was
sentenced to the penitentiary. Butir““, always had a great respect for the
Galloway boys and I don't blame em for being angry at me but just the

same I think we would have lost that first case. And particularly that

conviction of grand larceny later in Spokane was the clincher that did

the business with the jury.

It seems like very careful judgement on your part.

Oh, I don't know about that.

On%thhg I1'd like to ask you about, and I was thinking about when you talked
about the U. S. District Court meeting in Moscow. It occurred to me that

that meant that the Indian caseswould be tried in the district ceurt there too.
1s that correct?

That!s right. K11 the Indian cases from the reservation were all tried here.
And of course there was tried a lot of federal cases for selling liquor

to Indians. And of course occasionally there was some serious crime committed
or accusedr_\Mho was an Indian, and against an Indian and it was an offense
on the reservation so those cases were tried here. We always had a few Indian

cases every term of court.

Were there any that were particularly outstanding?
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A G: No, I'11 tell you I don't really think there was eny--oh, I'm sure there
were some murders and so on like that--but I was busy with my county
prosecutiig and of coeurse I was practicing law-all this time also because
you see my salary was only fifteen hundred dollars a year as prosecuting
attourney. But I carefully avoided #ny cases in which there could possibly
be any conflict of interest. An?éy cases were all between individual:
citizens and no connectien with the county, and I had nothing to do with a
case where the county could possibly be involved.
SAM: Were you ever involved in a murder or manslaughter case?
A G: Oh, I was involved in gseveral manslaughter cases. I'm not sure about murder
cases. I was involved in a number of manslaughter cases. I don't remember any
murder cases. I defended manslaughter cases and assault with a deadly weapon
cases. , poth +ﬁ‘dtbem and defended them after I got out because I did do some
criminal werk. But I didn't get inte much criminal werk unless it was seme
veTly impertant case or 1 had some sympsthy for the accused and I knew his
family and I was personally convinced of his innecence. I tried some fairlj
impof:fant cases that way. And I did a let of work in trying automebile
accident cases, bank cases, insurance cases, railroad cases. I was attourney
here for the Unien Pacific, for the Great Northern and I tried cases bothfor
and against the Nerthern Pacific Railway. I wouldn?t take an appeintment, they
wanted me to be their local atteurney--the Northern Pacific--but I didn't
want to do it. I tried one case against the Northern Pacific fer the death
of a twelve year old boy out on the Northern Padfic Railway on the railway
that goes out teward the cemetery out there. That case I Pought in the federal
district court because it involved the Northern Pacific Railway which was
not an Idsho cerporation, it was a diversity of citizenship. I wen that case,

and I won it in a peculiar way. It was admitted that the train was going about
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twenty-five miles an hour at the time it stWyck this youth, a very
moderate spga. But I dug up an old city ordinance passed in 1904 that
provided that no train should go faster than twelve miles an hour within
the city limits of Moscow. And the federal district judge, when we got all
the facts in and in our case,and I had submitted my properly authdticated
copy of the ordinance of the city of Moscow through the city clerk. And
it was still full force and effect and since I'd shown that4rt vas within
the city limite, that the train admitted that &'was going twenty or
twenty-five miles an hour--there was nobedy lived out that way but it was
still - in the city limits. The court held that that negligence perse
and it was up to the jury to Jetermine what the amount, the verdict %or the
parents. And we got a handsme recovery. The Northern Pacific then appealed

betore they  fown
the case to the circuit court of appeals. But | went ~ to argue that

San Francisce, the railread finally settled it in a satisfactory way and

we cut down our verdict some. The case was orginally brought to me by Bill

Fowler who was also practicing here but he hadn't bean trying many cases,

a. fine fellow. 4&nd he brough%the case to me but I tried the case. But Fewler
was a very fine fellow who later gave up the practice of law and left. . .
Well, he lived here for some time and then was a reserve officer, got in
the. . .He was called to duty with the €ivilian €onservation Gbrps, oh
a year or se later and stayed in the service and served all through Werld
War II and then later died befere he was released from the army after
World War II. But he did become a celonel in the Emy.

Did you do werk for Potlatch Lumber Cempany?

Oh, I tried cases agairft em and for em. I tried mere than one very impertant
case against them. I examined a lot of abstracts fer them. I had werked for

the Petlatch when I was in college and Mr. Laird, who was in charge of the



SAM:

AG

SAM:

A G:

2-17
+mbet;

whole cperation here, Barly in my practice therejbuylug Alaf'a{&'he
breught a let of abstracts te me to be examined. It was very helpful te
me in my early days. They were very friendly to me. After I left I was
instrumental in a case breught against Charles OK¢n yhe was then the
censtable there. Gleave had gone and for firing a gas pistel at a fellah
whe was being arrested for diserderly cenduct and it damaged his eye.

‘clNQ‘N over
W }urned en appeal

We won that case in a state ceurt but it was
by the state supreme’ ceurt after 1 was in Africa, twelve theusand miles away.
When you worked on abstracts for them, were these the purchages of timberland
and. . .
Lots of timbezlumlymsqfhere was land owned that had been hemesteaded
out here that they were buying .this land. And in these days there were
no title cempanies eperating here and there was an individual abstract made
up for each piece of land. And it was examined to determine whether the
title was clear befere they purchased it. Now, y'see we have this title
insurance that the company checks the titles in the recerds and then they
insure the purchaser against any less by reason of the title. But we didn't
have those then. And that examinatien of abstracts is all a thing of the
past; that's done by the abstract cempanies themselves.
What about the story that you mentioned about the way that the mill came to
Potlatch instead of to Mescew. There was contrgvarsy about that?

1*11 tell you, it's o bad to go into te it. It was before my time. Very

briefly and there are boeks that tell about this, and there are some interresting

books that tell abeut it. Very briefly, it was this: the Potlatch Company
bought up the mill at Colfax. Earlier somebedy bought up the mill dewn at
Palouse. There was a mill operating at Colfax because the south Palouse

was heavy with timber in the early days, clear down to Colfax. They used to
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run logs down to Colfax. Then they ran €@ down to Palouse. The Petlatch

got those mills and then they wanted to build a mill for the great mass

of timber betwecen Palouse--and that was heavy timber--between that and the
Montana line. Bill Deary was sent out by the Pofatch Lumber Company,

a mabn corporation that had been operating in Michigan and Wisconsin

that cut that commercial timber off there 4d then to move out leere, that

it acquired large tracks of land here. They sent Deary out here to select

a site for the mill. He came over to Moscow, Moscow Mountain was then heavily
timbered; that was about 1909 or 1908. Moscew interests of course wanted

the mill to be located here. They were going to build a legging railroad
that Washington, Idaho, and Montana railr@d. They\NAth i buit
from here. But Deary came out to look things over. He looked over a possible
site on Cumerine Gulch or someplace here. He looked into the matter of
acquiring a right of way from here up to their timberf;; the Deary-Bovill
area up there. But some of the property owners here\nlx?’anxious to make

a killing and they ceTtainly held up the price. And so Deary looked around
elsewhere. He finally made a report to his directors and as I understand

the story, Bill Deary, a good Irish Catholic, who later became what they
called the bull of the woods. He was the logging superintendent out here,
wrote back to his directors something ldke this: "I've looked over a possible
site of our mill. I've looked carefully over M%coﬁ, which is a prosperous
town, it'd be a nice location for the community itself. But I've also looked
up the location on the other side of the mountain and on the South Palouse
River, I've come to the conclusiom that you can't build a mill unless
you've got plenty of water fortgill hLics and for your mill pond. And

in my opinion there's not enough water in the Moscow area to baptise a

Protestant bastard. So I strongly recommend you build the mill over at

Potlatch." And that's what they did. And of couyse as it eventually developed
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he was right about it, and the Palouse River was ample water. He was

right; there wasn't really sufficient water here. And then he ran into this
trouble about building the railroad and instead of hooking it on te the
Northern Pacific or the Union Pacific here they hooked it onte the Northern
Pacific over at Palouse and they ran it on their own land and mostly
on their on land from there clear up to the Milwaukee Road up at Bevill.

Okay, what about the 5epression?

Well, now I think that's impoprtant before we: get through. Now, there was
a world wide depression that started in the late twenties. There had been
a depression after the end of World War I. Along in the early twenties
there had been quite a depression, but not of real seriousness depression.
You see the adjusting of industry after World War I, there had been such
a dislocation. The livestock men and the sheep men got into a real depression.
There was a lot of changes in manufacturing, from wanufacturing war machines
and war supplies and ammunition to go back to peacetime and so on. There
was quite a depression in the early twenties. By the later twenties and
starting in aboy t 1928 and particularly in 1929 when the big stock market
crash ceme, the whole world was mere in a state of disorder and depression.
Hoover was blamed for it, but he did every means in his power. And?hmushhat
was used in the campaign against him‘ Why that President Hoover who had one
of the most wonderful records as an administrator ad as a public servant
was blamed for it. And of course he was voted out in the greatest landslide
that we've ever had in a national election, almost, maybe there's been some
since but certainly when Johnsen was elected over Goldwater, and of course,
Nixon had quite a landslide. But after Franklin Roesevelt was electethhen
the real Bepression started and all o&er our country there was widesﬁéad

unemployment. Here, some of the concerns begin te suffer, the stores, some
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of the stores, a few of em had te quit business, though our main stores
stayed through it,because people couldn’t pay their bills. There was
widespead unemployment. Fortunately the Potlatch kept up much of its
employment so we weren't hit as bad there as we might have been. But
the big thing that hit us here lecally was the price of wheat. The price
of wheat went down from twenty-five to twenty-one cents a bushel. And the farmers
had had unrivaled prosperity during World War I an@f&%!lﬂly expanded ther

Line neme
efforts, bought lets of machinery, built - §an

d re-made their barns
and everything eFe, borrowed money at the bank to do this. And they weren't
able to pay their bills. Wheat went down se cheaply it wouldn¥t Béin to
pay the cost of producing it. Well, the banks had heavy loans out all over
the county to these farmers, these heretofore prosperous farmers. The price
of livestock went down. The wheat price just hit rock bottom. Farmers couldn't
pay their bills; they couldn't pay their notes at the bank. The banks were
no longer in a liquid condition. And Roosevelt was elected in '32, by 1933,
when he took office)there had been the crash. The banks all over the ceuntry
were Qaﬂuﬂﬁ with their loans to industry and sé on, when various industry
went out of business and se on, had te close dovn. And se the situatien here
was se bad that everybedy was uncertain, were uneasy. And I was then a
director Mr. Orin and I were atteurneys for the First Natienal Bankeig
Moscow, a local bank. There was td First Trust and Savings Bank, a local
bank, and there was the Mescow Btate Bank, a lecal bank. Jehn Hess Heckathern
was cashier of the First Natienal Bark,\'\m&\ﬁgn N\%o\o.(d was president, and
William Cahill was the cashier at the Fi st Trust and Savings Bank, Robert

Whittier was president of the Moscow State Bank, Harry Whittler was cashier.

Now all ef these were fine men--active, public citizem-:.Wf\%o“\(d had been

pr was later mayor of Mescow. Harry Whittier and Rebert Whittier were active
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in the community. y_ g - Heckathern was much respected snd later ran fer
Congress, ten or fifteen years after the Depression. But there was uncertainty
everywhere and we were all worried about the banks. We knew that the banks

“Theve
in these small towns were having trouble. were banke “.at Bevill and

at Deary, at Juliaetta, at Genesee besides these banks here in Moscew.

Well, ene night alengsout midnight I got a call frem Heckathern, the
cashier of our bank, aking me to come down to the bank at once. They were
going to have a meeting of the directors. Well, I didn't knoew what was up,

but I was worried, and I went down. We found the directors were there. Mainly
Tord
the directers I remember were:Tim Sullivan, he ran the agency, there
here
was Max Griffith who ran thecredit bureeu “and was an attourney, there
ve at Grangeville

was, TomWen, was a diector but he wasn't able to be at the meeting, he

was an old pioneer, J. S. Heckathorn, myself and C. J. Orin. And when we got
down there J. S. Heckatho'n tol€ u$ that he just had JFall from Spokane

that the 0ld National Bank of Spckane was not going to be open the next
morning. Well, that was catastrophe for us because, like most banks we
kept a liquid sum of money to take care of the regular business, cash on

hand to tske regular business,depositers there, we could handle any ordinary
business,and we had quite a cushion besides that. But we had been very careful

oM o‘QA Mmone\

in cur loans and had quite a substantialhon deposit at the Old National Bark
The Od National Bank had an interest in stock in our bank and we had it up
there, extra money for emergency. And it was quite a custem Eor banks to
let this meney, if it was surplus,h. wasn't being used te get interest on
that. But we hal“honey up there and he said that when this gets in the paper

tomorrow morning, when it comes ot, we're going ° hde a run on the bank.

We're going to have a run on all the banks here in town because people’ll

be worried. Here's the big bank in Sfkane closed down, everybody's going

to run into town here and to all the banks here and demand their money.
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And of course no bank can,have all cash on hand to meet every depositor's
account. We can meet the normal amount and have some extra to be sure

if there's a partial run. But if everybody come in anddemanded the money

it's going to put every bank out ef business here in town. Se we talked

it over and I sat down and drew a proclamation and teok it and woke up
Homer Estes who was the mayor of Moscow, woke him up and told him the predica-
ment and got him to sign the proclamation. It was a proclamation declaring

a legal holiday in Mescew for the ng:tsgﬁyfflagént off home and finally

got to bed, got dowi’the bank the next day and here the banks in town had a
proclamation up in the window: "Legal holiday today. Declared by order of

the mayor." And these pople are millin around. Of course they read about

this and were all excited and to come in and get their money. And of course
Me\ganxd

~did a fine jeb. He was well respected by all the Scandinavian populatien.

He was out in front eof his bank, Heckathorn was down there. The people came
up and milled around and they explained that the bank was in good shape and

an 3
in *fdemanded their money of course they were going to have

if everybeody ]
trouble. And you know Moscow's a pretty good place. They were finally convinced
that if they rushed in and demanded their money that everybody was goin to

lose out. But unfertunately the Moscow Xate Bank was in such bad state and

they had so much invested in farm loans that couldn’t be paid, and land had
depreciated so much in value, that they had to close and close permanently.
Now by two days later President Roosevelt declared a national bank holiday.
So that staved off that. And then there was various acts passed that enabled
the banks to establish different kinds of accounts and so on. And as a result
of the substantial citizens in Moscow, the First Trust Bank and the First

National Bank weathered the storm, and we had some difficulty about the meney

But
that was in the old National Bank. " eventually got that,though we were about
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the last to epen. We opened shortly before we got it after careful
examination of the bgoks we were permitted to open kind of a special
acco:unt:1 e %ﬁ&dn't have drawn,:"ho( o‘fdorostv’vhile and only a part of
it. But we were open but the Moscow State Bank was unable to weather it
and was cPsed, and all the other banks in the county closed, all of em
were liquidated. And the real difficulty was the low price of wheat and
the way farmland went down. And we eventually came out of it. One of the

interesting developments was the passage by the Congress of the National

Recovery Act and the establishment of what was called the N. R. A.

(End of Side B)

A G:

The National Recovery Act was passed by the Congress in 1933, It was
designed to encourage national industrial recovery. And under this, why
the National Recovery Administration was created torg\c?mbat the widespre;d
unemployment. The act was designed to protect the censumer, competitors,

promalgated
employers and employees. A cede for each industry was . by this
Natienal Recovery Administratien. Prices were fixed, heurs ef laber were
fixed, pay, and where there was any dispesitien en the part of an industry net
te comply, why they had te get a license from the National Recevery Administratien
to perate. And the empleyees were given the right te bargain cellectively

and the free right te jein uniens which hadn't existed befere that time.

And that they couldn't be discharged if they failed te do it. And the ceuntry
all ever was appealed on a patrietic basis te suppert the Natienal Recovery
Administratien and these National Recovery Codes for empleying employee

and price fixing for commodities in the interest of bringir®us eut of the

Depression. And we had a local committee organized right here in Latah Ceunty.
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And Burton L. French, whe had been cengressman here and had been defeated
the last time in 1932 was the ceunty chairman and I wau selected as--
I was net in pelitics or anything ef that kind~--I was seleced as secretary
of the N. R. A. board for Latah Codty. And it was purely a wluntary organizatioen,
we drew no pay. We used to meet dewn in the ceurtroomn, the federal courtroom
in the then post office building. And merchamts and employers and businesses
here in town were encouraged to take the pledge to follew the cede for
natienal recovery. And they were given what was called th Blue Eagle. It
was a placard that they put up in their windows that we support the National
Recovery Program. And we will support the code. And it got widespread public
support and we had these Blue Bagles and far as I know right here locally
everybody was willing te abide by the code. And there were codes for every
kind of industry came out from Washingten in the National Recovery Administratien.
This went on for a coupla years, but there was a poultry cencern that took
the case finally to the United States Supreme Court. And the United States
Supreme Court after hearing argument in 1935 decided that the 6ongress had
“QﬁETE§£¥Zd legislative authority te the executive branch in setting up all
these codes. And they held that the act was unconstitutional. And so that
~ended the Blue Pgle days. But it was quite an exciting time and then later
there are various acts passed by Congress, general acts. And the National
Labor Relations Board was creaed to take care of this labor situation. As a
matter of fact all these efforts and the W.P.A.--the Works Progress Administration--
and all these different devices that were brought foérby Congress and by
the national administration to pull us up by cur beetstraps were almost
as bad a‘Depreseien By the late 1930's as we were when we sterted it. And
there was a lot of people that became educated te live off the government.

And I can mmember out here in the weods the woedrats who lived out there that
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cut weed and they get cash relief, and they got commedity relief and
they had mere meney than they ever had before in their lives. And there
was cash reliéf and surplus foeds were given away freely. This W.P.A werk,
it was make werk jebs were they got paid and where it was, everybody regarded
it as almest a disgrace the way these men weuld be kept busy carrying things

across one side oﬁihe street and then pick it up and carry it tack again.It
/

was all a make work pregress. And what really breught us eut of that Depressien

was the commencement of World War II in Eurepe, which started I think in

1939 and with a tremendous demand fer foodfgguipment, for all kinds of
munitiens and everything else in Eurepe. It breught us out of the Depressien.

Of course the price of wheat came up and there was huge employment and of
course the United States became the &Fsenal of the pswers whih were fighting
against the Germans. And then we got into the war eurselves.

How much belt tightening was there during the Depressien in, let's say,
Moscow? Did people have to cut back a let on what they had been able to

spend previeusly? Did people have to eat differently or were people pretty
much able te continue the way they had been in the twenties?

Well, I'11 tell you, when our banks clesed I had seven dollars and fifty
cents in my pocket, in cash. And that was mere or less general--the banks
were clesed and then there was the holiday afterwards. And ef ceurse there
was pretty ¥Widespread unemploment. End your man that ran the storgkgouldn't
collect .the bills; there were lots of bills that were unpaid. And of ceurse
there was a cutting dewn of things that weren't necessities. But of course
in these days there wasn't asmany autemobiles. There wer;tzebvision. There
were, as I remfiber very few mdios. People lived a very much simpler life
bu they did have te cut dewn. And yeu see te compare the way people live

wh
now, when they think they're hard up now, .YY te an oldtimer they live in
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unpgileled munificence, the way people live now. And when I hear some
fellah kickin about how hard up he is and how terrible it is and how
high priced foed is. And this fellah has one or two coler televisions ,
and one or two cars and a radie and he had an electric washing machine,
and electric dryer and all this equipment, y'see, you Just have to adjust
yourself to what you can live on. And those people didn't enjoy all the

¢hvenierfe tht we think we have to have now. And of course there wasn't then
to that extent some much déling in credits and buying everything on credit
and buyin all their furniture on credit. And in those days a man didn't
get harried unless he had a job that would support a wife. Now they get
married whether they have a job or net and the women work. Few women
were working ten. Sure they had to tighten there belt, Sure people cooked
at home. The thing that then, all the groceries stores--that w23 before
the chain stores an®®fiP&fe so-called supermarkets. Then you went to the
grocery store and you bought flour by the sack but everything else--cheesw
was in a great big wheel and you cut off what you wanted. You went to the
butcher and yeu wanted a reast and he hauled a quarter out and slammed

it on the block and cut off what you wanfd. And if you wanted a steak he
cut it off and then wrapped it up in butcher paper there. There was nene
of this, all this individual packaging of every little thing. Aﬁd things
were sold in bulk largely. And you see all that cgsts money,%?Zb:r to do
all that. And of ceurse, people insist, they kick about the high price
of all this prepared and frozen food and anything. We didn't have that
then. Food was cheaper because there was 't all that labor involved. Now
of course people demand%?'ﬂhen this came on now, the old styld grecery

store's gone out of business. Everything has to be packed in cellophane, has
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to be cut and priced and weighed and labeled and has te be so that the
housewife can take it home and put it in the oven and cook it, right as
it is. People lived much simpler then. Yeu had to be a good cook, you had
to take and combine, and of ceurse there were bakeries, but there was lots
of baking done at heme. But the main thing is abet these aipermarkets,
people have to pay for all this laber that's expended. And if a supermarket
deesn?t have it they justtgsﬁélt of business. People won't put up with
it. But if we got inte another depressien they could learn that you could
live a lot cheaper, you don't have to have all these things. And these
people did do that. We didn't have any real want here. People were very
geed about helping each ether. And they grew gardens and people got aleng
and did it. And I just wonder)these people have got the mistake that they've
got to have everything prepared, it's just so convenient. But they have to
pay fer it. And that's one of the difficulties. And now they just live
so infinitely better and have se many mere conveniences those people had
then, back in the early thirties.

SAM: When you talk about the Depression that followed Werld War I, the miner
Depression, the problems nationally there are two things that made me wender:
First, was that operating here? And secondly, they talk about presperity in
the twenties, tht there was a lot of presperity, did we have that here too,
was there a lot of prosperity followed. . .7

o QUAE 45 afeok \neve.
A G: Oh, there was. Why, yes. Oh, yes I'd say so. Eventually there was a slight
depression due to the dislocation of things. And abeut two or three or four
years after World War I; it ended it 1918. Then we developed an unparalled
prosperity that lead to the stock market crash in 1929 when everybedy was

investing meney and manufacturing things, .people were selling land at elevated

pries. They were buying land at high prices. There was tremendous building geing
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on and everything. They overbuilt; they overextended in the constructien
of plants. Particularly in Florida, overbuilt in Califernia. They overbuilt.
Land was too high priced. Our farmland here was toe high priced. There was

a period that the cash came in '29 and then gradually it deepened into a
continuing depression kept gettin werse and werse until about 1933 it was

the worst. And then it remained at kind of a bad level up till the Eurepean
war started, B8 or '39.

]
There's one point on the N.R.A. that yernt

entirely clear en as far as
the loecal group went. Were you saying that) " - main goal of the lecal group
was to encourage business. ...?
Voluntary complience, it was based on voluntary compliance. We encouraged
people for the general good to comply with these codes that had been préhlgated.
We didn't presecute anybedy here. We just relied on the pafiotic deste of
employers and employees andogonsumers to live up te the price scale mnd to
live up to the hours of labor, and things of that kind. We didn't prosecute
anybody. It was an entirely veluntary cencern in which the community shared
in generally.

When you mlk about the Depression catching the farmers up shert here as
far as their expansion goes, that's just part of the general presperity of
the twenties that farmers and people in the camunty alse believed that the
times weremayte * more prosperous than they were?

Oh yes, they were. And prices were elevated and so on, they bought lots of
machinery and they did lots of impreving and went just a little too streng.
And that's what brought on the 1929 Depression.-60¥ (aqﬂy it was the farm
situation here that hit @s the hardest, and that's what broke the banks.

Now look, I den't want to go on very much further, but I'11 tell you, now

you asked me about my service in the stte senate. Well, in the late forties

I was elected to the 3tate senate. I went down te Boise, my wife went with me.
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We had two small children. I went dewn there first, lecated an apartment,
decided the best thing te do weuld be te bring the family dewn. Andv} found
out I could enter my children in schoel. So my wife packed ourhsgig;s and a
few other things that we'd need in this apartment and we rented an aﬂ?rtment
for the sessien. I went down and we entereé the children in scheel. We had
a very interesting time. At that time of course the big interest was the
appropriatien for the univesity and that's always true with semebedy here
from Latah County. I had a very interesting time; there was lots of secial
functions. Chase Clark was the governer. He was a lawyer and an old friend
of mine. And in fact when my sn had his birthday Gevernor Clark invited him
into his office and had hia picture taken. It was in the Boise paper with my
son, Tim, sittin in the governor's chair oenhis birthday.
Well, of course there were plenty of things that came up in the sessien.
I think that probably the mest worthwhile thing I did there during that time,
from my standpoint,was that I was able to intreduce and get throuﬁ&fegislature,
the bill, sponsored by the bar asseciatien which recegnized the right of
the courts te fix their own proceedure. In other words. this was vq;ifiequ
by statute that the courts would fix the proceédure.tThe legislature would
fix all the criminal lawsand the basic civil laws but the proceedure that
was to be followedin the courts was recognized by statutes that the courts
could make the rules for handling the proceedure and trying the cases in
the courts. And that was passed; it's in our state statute now. And I think
I can claim the major credit fer getting it through the legislature. And it's
basic right that we were one of the early states that got such a law in effect.
And it's continued to operate effectively and it's been followed by a number
of other states in the unien.

Now another bill that I was interested in was the bill to provide retirement
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for state judges at all levels. And this was worked out on the basis where
the judges would contribute part of it and the state woull contribute part
of it. That finally passed the legislature and we do it . .now. There's
been some additions and changes in the law but we did werk out a retirement
statute for our supreme court and ougi’tr!thourt judges. Oh ,there avz,a
number of other matters a@ffecting agriculture, forestry and so on that I
had a part in. If I de say, I did play a prominent part in the state
legislature. And Mrs. Goff proved very popular; we were active socially.
She was an attractive blonde. She had been a teacher in the Boise scheol
for three years sometime before we were married. She had wide acquaintance
there. She'd been the acting head of the Women's Shysical &ducation Department
here at the university. Although in those days there wasn't a competitive
sports for women, and her principle job was teaching folk dancing and putting
on the M“‘FH1'cnd thirmg of that kind. Because there wasn't the number of
competitive sports and then of course there was simply .physical education
but there wasn't the competitive sports then. She was an accomplished dancer
and knew all these dances and so en. She was very popular socially in
Boise, and the Boise Statesman , in its society page, at the end of the sesion,

A e S0y Pade
carried a large picture with an article,"Our Favorite Legislative Wife."

And they went all through our stay and the socialites of Boise at the time.

And ennumerated why she was the favorite legidative wife of the session.

And she was extremely helpful to me and was so when later on I went to Congress.
I came home from the legislature, later was called to active duty for

a short period with the Third Division, a regular army division, headquarters

at Fort Lewis to which I was assigned. And then came back, and then later in

August of 1941 I was called to duty in the army and went to Washington, D.C.

+h
¥Trom vhenece I was sent overseas a month after Pearl Harbor to he Bohish 8 army
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in the Middle East with headquarters at Cairo. I had some adventures
gettin there. There was a small ibup,the u. E?lﬁS%EK African Mission
which wer® _British forces. I was there in the spring of 1942 when
Rommel” made his great drive ot Cairo. I was in Cairo hen he was outside,
was there when we heard over the radio tht Mussolini was flying over from
Itly te take part in the triumphal entry tp Cairo but it didn't werk out
that way. I was with the British forces in some of the bembing and out in
the western desert)?‘é* Rommel was finally turned back, I was there. And
then down in Italian East Africa over in the West of the Middle East, over
in Iran and Iraq,in the Holy Land, in that area though thehiddle East down
on the Red Sea and came home after Rommel 's force had beén surrendered in
North Africa and it was all over. Of course, I served after that in the
United States. I served over in Europe. Principly with the 31ﬂi%<,¥\Adoca11L
in thefqu%F \\ANOCA*Q, of the army where I was assistant chief of the
Interndional Law Pivision. Then I was sent over to Europe in matters over

these punishment of war crimes. I later served in the Pacific and was en

General McArthur's personal staff in the occupation of Japan. And I came

Army and

back as deputy director of the War Orimes Office. I joined Navy

Officers . fer Defeqee, went into the Under Secretary of War's office

oW
as a member ofA clemency board. And from that I had been nominated
for Congress while I was still there. There was a provision that permitted
thet, and 1'd been nominated while I was still in the army in the primary.
Came home the first of Sptember 1945, got into the campaign, was elected,

WA

went to Congress as a freshmsn congressman, defeatq a Conf™®P I. White
who had had thirteen terms as a Democrat. This was called a Democrat disirict.

I defeated him by only about two thousand votes. It was a close race and it

was a great surprise when I was elected. Because first I had little chance
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to cempaign and next this was considered a settled Democratic district.

1 went to the Congress, took my wife mnd family with me. We left here
before Christmas, in fact we took the train because the train was the
way to travel then. It was in the wintertime, took te kids with us, had

our Christmas on th%train, went back to Washington. I had selected as my
office scretary the secretary to the International Law Division , Department
of the Army where I'd been the assistant chief, a very competent woman. I
selected her as my congressional secretary in advance. And a woman by the
name of Margaret Brown, a widow, and she had rented a house for us there in
Washington. But we stayed first with an old friend frem Idaho whe was a
graduate of the university andtsis then the commandant of the Army War College.
We stayed there the first night snd then we went on out to our home. If I

do say it myself, I got along pretty well in the Congress. We formed an
erganization of all the first year Republican members of Congress. And I

°°”§ara*wvu* estern
from out here in_  sparsely populated, far ogi\?tate of Idaho was elected

N

president of the organization. And Richard Nizen, by the way, from Califernia
was elected secretary. And we knew each other well, we were good friends.
Florence was good friends with Mrs. Nixon. But that was an organizatien of
the freshmen Republican members of the Congress. We had regular meetings

every two weecks. We usually had somebody, an outstanding natienal figure

as the speaker. I remember we had Allan Dulles as a speaker at one time;

we had Herbert Hoover another time. I met all these pecple personally. We

met a number of other prominent people. I Was the presiding officerfngonducted
the meetings. It was a very interesting organization. Thereafter iﬁfhe session
I was named to the Committe;on Agriculture which was very important Here because

Departmg@g

with our farming and of course the- of Agriculture also has

forestry. Forestry all came under the Committee on Agriculture. And wh¢¢1
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was on this committee we had had a lot of trouble here about the infest-
ation of the tussock moth in our forests out here. And I introduced and
pushed through--I can saygbgthad lots of help--but I introduced the
department bill on. . .And it was called the National Forest Pest
Control Act, which provided for the Department of Agriculture to handle
the spraying of infested land whether it was tussock meth er whatever it
was. And thatls the act that autherized that and I can claim that I was the
one who got, startin in ggr committe on agriculture, we got that bill through.
And another bill:?aintroduced was the, what I call the Ar Supremecy
Act. I took the pesition that the most important thing for national defense ,
and I was very strong en it, was to build up our air ferce. And the bill
that I introduced, it had been proposed that we spend two billien dollars
to build up an air fleet, and my bill would appropriate three billien
dolars more to make the United States Air For%g§;5%3%¥8r to any in the world
becdse I took the position that ne foreign enemy--we already had the
strongest fleet in the werld--but there's no foreign enemy could attack us
at sea.. ék;hat we had to worry about was a foreign attack through the air,
and I opposed the Universal Military SeTvice Act because I said the emphasis
was on the w§ng place. I_t wasn't men we needed because our onlyﬁt;{Lganist
after World War II was the Communist State of Hussia. And it was hopeless
to match them in manpower, that we would never invade Russigﬁaﬁsth Napoleon
and Hitler tried to de that and what we needed was air pewer, and that
we would never be attacked except by air. And that if we had the strongest
air force in the world that would insure that we'd never have to use it.

yaak
v Qoem

Well, my bill didn't pass,¥" . But as the result of that, the

Committee in Congress - - -(Break).

(End of Sile C)
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AG: . . .tmbned not to push through my bill called the ifir Supremacy Act
as such, but they enormously increased the apprepriation for the Air
Force and the building of planes. And as a combination of the Armed Services
Committee and the Appropriations Co:nmi.t:ttt:lee,y vghi;lt e{"cf t1}t’=y<:mmnemled in this
separate bill I'd introduced. Se I can claim that I had somthing te do--I wasn't
Aﬁ'm(meﬂbut 1 felt se strongly that we should build up eur Air Force as the
surest defense against any foreign attack. And that's what they did. And
we did develop this tremendous bomber fleet as the result of the .actien of
the Congress in 1946.

Now in addition to this Organization of the Freshmen Young Republicans,
the Speaker of the House, Joe Martin, decided that we should have a Republican
steering committee. This would be composed of leading members of the
Republican party who'd afist the speaker in pushing important legislation
in the Congress. And I had the good fortune to be named by the Speaker

as a member of the Republican steering commiftee. And I was the only
freslman congressman named en that committee. And I have a picuire with the
Speaker, Joe Martin, in which he had tak&® *:ﬁ:@ when he made my appointment
as a member of this steering committee which wes a kind of a super committee
for the Republican leadership. It was a Republican congress and we had a
Democratic president, President Truman, on legislation. I can say that I
made, I think, quite a few friends on both sides of the aisle. And I served
on the Committe on Agriculture. It was very interesting to me. There were
a lot of other forestry and agriculture matters that came up on that
committee. I went out with them in the summer of 1948 and we had hearings

all gggé the country in connection with some of the agricultural bills

we went to the various agricultural stations and so on. Bt the election

came around that fall and it turned into an unexpeceted gene;:zzfjrocratic
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landslide. For Truman he'd been In, 00+ T went” by about the same vote as
I came in. By the next time I determined that this business of being in
Congress for two years, I'd either get into politics or get out of it.
So two years lsater instead of runhing for my old place in tﬁ?ﬁouse
I ran for the Senate in the Republican primary, didn't make it and
thought I was out of politics. A-€ouple years later President Eisenhower,
there's quite a story connected with that, appointed me as General Consul
to the Fost Office Department. I served there four years in the largest
civil government department,gfn?r%¥ consul nndtﬁitourney for a cabinet
officer, then the Bost Master General. Then in 1958 President Eisenhower
named me as a member of the Interstate Commerce Commission and 1 was later
elected chairman because we were the only regulatory agency that elected its
own chairman, I became chairman, served in the Interstate Commerce Commission
whic regulates aMl surface transportation in the United States and coastwide
shipping: barge lines, express lines, freight forwarders, pipelines and so
on. I served as a member and chairman for nine years an%then retired and
came back to Moscow where I always wanted to make my home and where I have
my friends--like the people, like the country.
Now all this time my wife has been very helpful to me and I have a
couple of speeches here, copies of a cuuple of speech:s that I made wige 1
was in Congress. One of em is on the Air Supremacy Act, it's a short one.
Another is a speech that I made representing the state of Idaho. I made it
at Valley Forge. In Valley Forge Chapel they had one service a year made
for a state, and they get somebody that speaks for that state. At least
they did that then, I den't know whether they do that now. I have here a
copy of a speech, probaby my best effort I think, that I Vb. at Valley

Forge in 1947:"Keep Watch for Liberti" I have the speech I made on the
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Air Supremacy Act in the Congress in November 1947. And I alse
have here speech made by my dear wife, Florence, here in Moscow, telling
of the social sidelights of Washington, D. C. I think these might be of

interst and I'm happy to turn em over.

Transcribed and typed by Kathy Blanten
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