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Mi Lew/Marie Lee Lew
Fourth Interview

This conversation with Mi Lew and Marie Lee Lew took place at their home in
Moscow, Idaho, on October 7, 1976. The interviewer is SAM SCHRAGER

SAM SCHRAGER: Your experience going to the University.

MARIE LEE LEW: Oh, just the usual. I didn't have any trouble. You see, I started

3 e
high school here, when my father and mother bought the restaurantnin '26)
h‘\k‘{" ‘l‘ .
the year I started high schooll ©1926. I just graduated from grade

school in Spokane and then we move over here in '26. I started grade

school in 1920. And?%inished in '26 and I started here in '26 and finish-

ed in '29 at Moscow High School.

SS: What were you interested in studying there?

MLL: In home econdmics. That's what I graduated—- the department, of Home Econ-
omics. I've always wanted to teach home economics when I was a girl, in
my young days. And so, I thought I would go into that and teach that
when I finished school. So beginning in high school I was interested in

going into that.

SS: There was a lady who was in that department for a long time.
MLL: Miss Jensen.

SS: Miss Jensen. What was she like?

MLL: Uh-huh, Catherine Jensen. Wonderful woman. She died must be about ten,

fifteen years ago now. But she was the head of the Home Economics Depar-

tment at that time and then there was a Miss Lewis in foods and Miss

Featherstone.
SS: She's still in Moscow.
MLL: She's still in Moscow, but she's not teaching any more. And those are

the ones that I remember. And Miss Jensen, at that time, she was teach-
ing child development and counseling and family, and dietetics and so on
and so forth. And each one of the teachers had TS SPQC\C‘°""

SS: Did you find that you learned a great deal in that program?
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SS:

MLL:

Oh, yes.

That was useful?

Oh, yes. I learned a great deal +hat even though I didn't teach after

I graduated, but it still helped me in our business and in my homeffin
my raising of the family. It has all helped. At the time I figure if I
never go into teaching, which I was hoping to go into anyway, but if I
happeﬁgfo get married I could still use that, you see, for myself.

What happened that you didn't go into teaching?

Oh, I was married two years before I graduated. I was married in 1931
when my future husband came back. He graduated in 1929 from Washington
State. He went back to China to look over situations there and the jobs
and so on and so forth. Asg far as he could see, there wasn't too
much future in there at that time, so he came back here in '31.

Did you know each other when he’ back then?

Oh, yes. Yes, we knew each other when he was going to school in Pullman.
He was going to school in Pullman in- from 1925 to 1929.

Did you go together at that time?

Oh, we knew eacﬁ other. We saw each other— I mean we see each other at
school functions between Washington State and Idaho, you know. Football
games and things. But we didn't actually go together until after he gra-
duated from Washington Staté:¥£2nd that was in June of '29. And then he
stayed here for the summer. I think he was taking a little extra curri-
culum during summer school all that summer although he graduated, but he
thought he'd like to spend the time here going to summer school and pro-
bably knowing me a little bit better, maybe at the time. But he had de-
cided that he would go back to China in the fall of '29 to look for a
job and see what the situation was over there at that time. When he went

back in the fall of '29 until the spring of '31 hégseenthat there wasn't

too much future in his engineering career there at the time, because he
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could almost foresee the Japanese-Chinese War coming on. You know, things
were very disturbed there and the situation was bad as far as government
jobs for Civil Service jobs. His field would be building roads and buil-

dings and he doesn't see very much future in that with things coming on.

SS: Would he have had trouble getting a job as an engineer here because he is
Chinese?
MLL: Yes. He would have a harder job to get a job here because he is a Chi-

nese than the American people would- American boys graduating from the

same class. Because he can see that during his time, like he had said
before, the small réces are discriminated against. And when he went on
field trips with his school mates he was not allowed to sit in the same
place in the movies, you know as they were and he was not allowed to-
they wouldn't give him a haircut at certain places where his schoolmates
were allowed to have haircuts, you know. And I don't think he ever tried
to eat at the same places, but he didn't say very much about discrimina-
&5Mubk am
tion,there. But he did felt very badly about that all the other school-

mates on these field trips they were able to buy a ticket and go to a

show, but he could not sit with them. He bought the same ticket and

paid the same price, but he could not sit with them. He has to be segre-
gated in a different section of the theatre. This was at college, some-

where around '28 and '29. That is not in Pullman, pow .. I'm not say-

ing that, but on field trips like when he went to Spokane. Especially
when he went to Spokane. At that place he definitely remember the Pan-
tages Theatre in Spaokane at that time was openiﬁg, and he was not allowed
to go in with then.

SS: Was it a section where anyone that was a minority group sat, like black

people, too?

MLL: Yes. Black people or Indian or Negroes. And Chinese have to be there, too.
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SS:

SS:
MLL:

SS:

And only whites could sit where the rest of the people sit.
What about for you? 1If you had wanted to become a teacher, would it
have been tough for you at that time?

A ANeA e
I think it would have been a little bit tough for me, too. It certain-

N
ly wouldn't be as easy as it is for my daughters to be getting a teach-
ing job now. Nowdays, they look at your record and they give you a job
according to your record in school, but in those days, well, if you're
not a-—- at that time we were not American citizens because we were not
allowed to become American citizens until 1943. So, when I graduated in
1933 I was not an American citizen yet. But, of course, I never tried
to get a job as a teacher, because, like I say, I went into the restau-
rant business in '32. Well, when my husband and I were married we went
into the restaurant business together, and he need me to help him there,
and so, I never looked for a job. But of course, I didn't graduate un-
til two years afterwards.
But you continued to go to school?
Yes, I continued and finished school in 1933.
What kind of arrangement did you make with your father to take over the
business at that time? Did he sell it to you?
Yes. We bought it from him just like anybody else would buy it. Just
like he would sell to anybody else, with the stipulation, of wurse, that

Qe Ahe whole -Hhiug oa¥

we couldn't pay himAall at once, so we had to pay himrin monthly instal-
lments. Because when we started we didn't have any money. I was still
going to school at that time and although the tuition, you know, wash't
very high, but it still cost a little bit of money and during that time

money was scarce. We were married in the summer of 1931 and the fall of

'31 was not too bad, but beginning March of '32 when all the banks were

closed, that was really bad then. 1In fact, gy third year was beginning
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SS:

SS:

MLL:

Mess
to be bad already.QUgh was not as good as it had been before and things

* )]
were slowing down, and there wasn't too much business at the timéﬁdgek
bought the restaurant over. But like everything else there wasn't very
much business anyplace else either. So, at that time, for what money
we did not have, that was the best situation we could get, was to buy
from my folks because they wanted to sell the place because they wanted
to take the other children, the younger children back to China to give
them a little bit of Chinese culture when they were still young.

Did they do that? |

Yes, they did that.

So they went back and did they stay or come back here?

Yes, they stay. But in 1937 when the Japanese-Chinese War in Shanghag
Nankin Nanking

in my folks settled in after they went back there, because they

see that the future was better in Nankinﬁthan down south in Canton; that

is, for them. So they settled up in the north and then they stay there

until the Japanese-Chinese War started and then they sent my two younger

brother and sister back here to the States. They being born here in the

United States, being citizens they were able to get passage back as

J
soon as they could get room on the ships. But at that time the ships
was all crowded, so they had to wait about a month or six weeks before
they could-- about a month, anyway. And they had to go from Shanghai-
they were hoping to get a ship from Shanghai to come over to the United
States, but not being able to, they went south and went down to Canton

ook

and to Hong Kong, and they were finally able to geFNPassage there. Be-

[ 9
cause everybody who (wai) U. S. citizens, you know, they were coming back

over here to the States then, and the ships were all crowded. But they
did finally get back here and Mi and I, befng the only ones over here,

you know, that we could look after them, why naturally they sent my bro-
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SS:

ther and sister over here in 1937 for us to take care of them.
Was it hard for you to keep going to school during the Depression?
Well, it wasn't too hard, no, since I have my board at the restaurant
and my husband I have an apartment in town, we were able to have enough
Ahrtugh
tuition, you know,for me to goA school. Of course, I kept working at
the restaurant and helping Mi, and we didn't have to hire too many help
at that time. Well, during the Depression Z%ist don't have too much
business, but we still had one extra cook that we hired and one or two
waitresses. We want to keep them although we weren't able to pay them
every month, you know, all their wages, they were willing to stay on,
because there wasn't any other jobs any place else for them either. So
as long as they stay on Witﬁ¢PS’ if and when condition gets better and
we can afford to pay themk%zr their backwages, why we would, they know
that we would, and so they stayed with us.
Did that happen finally? That you could pay them?
Oh, yes. Yes, we pay up all%éhat we owed, you know. Well, when you've
never had too much money to spend, you know, we just don't have the habit
of spending any money. As a girl, well, we were not exactly very poor,
but we were not rich, either, you know. Just a average family. My
father have a business—— as a girl, my father just have a business and
I was always—-- us children always have to belp in the restaurant business.
So what would you spend on? What would it be? Just clothing?
Just very little on clothing. What have to be spent, like books and
things we had to have, well, we have to buy those. And whatever thefe's
a little bit left over, then, it goes into clothing. And at that t ime
I know we didn't even get to go to a show very often. Not even once a

week at that time. Well in the first place, you know, when there isn't

too much business and not too much money, you have to work a little bit
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SS:
MLL:

SS:

SS:

harder, you get pretty tired, you know. By the end of the working day

"in the restaurant you want to g0 home and get some rest and sleep.

And you were going to school.

And I was going to school, too, in the meantime.

Was there much social life when you were going to school?

At that time the Chineée girls and boys doesn't have too much social life
with the American people. But we do have what we call Internaﬁional Club

you know. What was it Mi?

Cosmopolitan.
Yeah, Cosmopolitan Club. At that time there were quite a few
e

ilir ino boys and some Chinese boys, but mostly boys sent over here
from their own country. Now the Chinese people have some scholarships
from the, I think it's from the Boxer Rebellion, quite a few years back,
that they would still alloﬁfgome Chinese boys to come over here to st udy.
Although these boys wouldn't be from a poor family, they:ut from about
average families that have a certain amount of money to buy their clothes.
You know the scholarship is only for board and room—— maybe for part of
the room and all . tuition fees, like out of state and-all that. But
from their own family, they have to support them otherwise. So as far

: : _pee

as we're concerned, that's about the only soc1alk we have and we do
have ministers from Moscow and Pullman that work with us_. you know, in
our group that are interested in us. And one was Reverend Drury from
the Presbyterian Church. He's the one that married us in 1931, because
we know them pretty well and he was with our group in the Cosmopolitan,
and he was interested in the foreign students, you know, and th ere was
quite a few of the professors, too, that are interested, and they spon-—

SOor us.

What kind of activities would you have? Social ones. Would they be
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SS:

dances and things like that?

Not too much dancing because we don't do too much dancing. But we get
into a group and we would have coffee or tea and a little ice cream or
cake or something. And then we would talk, you know, and we would)dis-
cussions, mostly our own school work , and our concqu with our everyday
activity, and with the church, maybe. Very little in politics, because
we have no vote, anyway. But we do, and we are interested in what's
going on. At least, we know what's happening anyway, especially around
our two—-- quite often we have the joint Cosmopolitan Club%?ilween Washing-
ton State and Idaho, and we would go out on picnics and we would go out
on hikes, you know, up to Moscow Mountain, or some place like that and we
would make a whole day of it either on a Sunday or on a Saturday:;hen the
weather's good.

But few girls; mostly boys.

Yes. There are just a few girls.

Is that because there were few that had come with scholarships?

Yes, most of the families would send their boys out to get educated, be-
cause usually they figured that the boys are the ones to make the living
for the family, and’they should get educated first.

And it was mostly ~ i,]'.lip“.‘ino people and Chinese? And were there Japanese
too?

Not too many Japanese. At that time the ilip 'inos, as far as I know,
when they come here they have a different status, because, you see, they
were under U.S. control, and I think they could come and go without too
much ted tape. The Chinese, and I don't know about the Japanese, I think

they come a little bit easier even, but the Chinese have a very hard time

getting over; red tape and all that. And they can only come over as a

student and they can only go as a student and they cannot work over here.
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SS:

MLL:

SS:

MLL:

And as soon as they are through school, they get their diploma and then
they have to go back.
That's Japanese?
Chinese.
Chinese, too?
Uh-huh. I don't know too much about the Japanese. The Japanese people
I know they can come over here a little bit easier than Chinese. They
have a better quota. And I heard, if the Japanese Govermment would allow
them to come over, they could almost get 100% sure that they would allow
them to come over here to go to school.
This is now, or back then?
Then. Even then, so now it should be more liberal.

Aaian
So that means really, that the - People were not- were expected
not to go to the dances and those things that were on campus?
Yes. I don't know, I don't think there are too many of the dances where
they would mix. As far as I know, I was the only Chinese girl going to
the University at the time. And as far as I know, there were only two
at the most three, @hinese girls at Washington State at that time. So
there aren't too many git%s, as far as Chinese girls are concerned. And
Japanese were about the same. And I'm not saying anything very much a-
bout the Vietnamese or any, because at that time T don't think we had too
many of those people. Those aces CominNg over,
Pretty strict.
Pretty strict segregation, yes. I think so, as far as school was cori-
cerned.
Well, how did that make you feel at the time? Because it seems to me,
besides being unfair, it seems kind of difficult to expect people to-

Well, it didn't to me because—— for one thing, it makes our race of stu-
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dents study a little bit harder because they have more time to study.
They have less time to go out socially then. That's one good thing out
of it. For another thing, now, well, I myself, I am more or less an in-
trovert and I don't go out-and well, barge myself into other things. I
don't care too much for dancing, because I never had it. Well, I never
went out, you know. I was pretty well kept at home during my grade school
and high school years and in colleget;x;as still staying home, under the
supervision of my mother and father. And, being Chinese, you know, I
just go to school to go to school; to learn. And besides I have to spend
some time in work, too, you know, to help the folks out.
Well do you think the kids in the Cosmopolitan Club that they- I can
imagine if it was me, I imagine th&it I would react by feeling that I was
better than all those other kids anyway. And I'm just wondering if that
was the way that some of the kids, maybe would feel.

A Hngy
You think that they,are a little bit better than the American people?
No. I was thinking that that's the natural way that it wauld be to react.
No.
To think that, because that's how I imagine I would feel. That's the
way I have felt when I have been exciuded from a group and that sort of
thing.
They think they're so much better. Well, as far as I am concerned, they
can think they're that much better, it's alright with me, you know, be-
cause it doesn't matter to me. What I want, at that time, is mostly an
education, anyway. The faster I get it, the better I am off. Maybe the
sooner I can get out there and get into a better job maybe, bring in more
money for myself and for my family. So I don't miss it.

How much friendship was extended to you from the-— like the other girls

that were in home ec? Were they very outgoing and friendly to you, or

did they sort of leave you alone?
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Oh, no. Home economics is all girls, anyway at that time. So, as far
as I'm a girl, I am just one of the girls with them; with my own home

ec girls. I don't think I was excluded from any of their things. I go
to all of their-- whatever is going on, I go to it. And I was invited
to all of them. So as far as home economics, the department, is concer-
ned, all the teachers treat me just as well as anybody else. There is

no distinction; I don't feel any distinction between their attitude

4vwaxd the other students and their attitude toward me. So, as far as I

am concerned- maybe it's because I took that course in Husg particular
field, because I like it and that's why I took it, and it just happened
to be one of the things that's mostly all girls. So, I was very satisfied
with my life in school. And I do have a few very close friends that I
have made and I have continued with, you know from the Home Economics
Department and also a few that were not in the Home Economics,

But the few girls that live in town here in Moscow, because they went to
high school with me. And I think everybody in Moscow has treated my fa-
mily and me and now my husband and I-- afterwards my husband and I- well,
that is, the people that know us, we were never discriminated against,

as far as I know. And they were friendly to us, at least to our faces,
anyway. And, like I say, we're the kind of people that doesn't go out
too much. We don't associate too much. We don't go for dancing or drin-
king or smoking, so that excludes a lot of stuff from us, you see. We
just have a few friends that we like to entertain in our own home and

we go to our friends' homes and we just enjoy ourself that way. And-
businesswise, I think we have been treated very well in Moscow. Well,
there's always one or two exceptions, you know. Maybe they don't like
our race in the first place and so theyrgot that against us, too. And

so maybe they don't want to deal with us. Well, those people, we just
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don't deal with them. You know, if they don't want to deal with us, we're
not going to bust in and deal with them because there are other people
who would deal with us, that we could associate with in business, as far
as that's concerned. Whenever we need anything—~ whenever we need any-
thing, we need to buy anything, we need to buy any services, we are all
well treated. In doctoring, you know the doctors, why we're well treated.
And department stores, we're well treated and all the supermarkets, gro-
cery stores and the car dealers or the travel angencies, all. You know.
Thinking about your kin and other people you know that were Chinese;
there must be some cases that you know of where really the people didn't
get treated well, when they should have been. At least I imagine there
must have been because of--

Because of the race?

Yeah.

Well particularly in my family, I don't know of anybody that wasn't trea-
ted.-- You know the Chinese people as a whole, we don't want to butt in-
to other people's things if we're not wanted. Because, if they don't
want our business, we just don't go to their business. If they don't
want us to go to their church-- I wouldn't say that, because all churches
welcome us, as far as I know of. All the churches in }kz§cow, m@mbers,
you know-- although we go to the Methodist Church, but the members of
the other churches have been very friendly with us. The Historical women
have been good to me, and the Sepior Citizens, we get along very well
with them, you know. So, as far as I know, none of my family around here,
I don't think we have ever been illtreated by anybody.

Well, do you think that it changed in time?

Yes.

Because the record from the early days, like with the gold mines in the
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early days, it was terrible.

Oh, yes.

Yes, there is no doubt about it. You know it has changed.

How far ago was that?

It wasn't too long ago, when May Anderson went down to Pasco, she went

down to the restaurant there—(%ﬂJA 0Q ‘Sld<-f3)

In Pasco, when she was supposed to sing at a place. I imagine it has
been about thirty years ago.

The last twenty-five years it has been different. Before that, when I
went to school in '25 and '26, there was a separation at that time. Of
course she went to school later than I did.

Yes, I went in '29.

Therefore, they gradually change a little bit then.

Well how did you experience it at that time, Mi? What kind of things
where there was separation of the people?

Well, when I went to school there in Pullman, you know, the first year
I went there, the teachers, the instructors and everybody, you know,
want us to go to church, you know, to meet the young people and stuff
that way. So I did. 'Course, I didn't have much to do, so I went to
the church. But at that time the separation was quite clear at that
time, and therefore I and my friend, another Chinese boy, we went to
the church with the young people, BYPU, Baptist young people, and we
went there. It just happened after the meeting, it just happened that
they have a little refreshment served, you know, after the young people's
meeting. Okay, after the refreshment was served, then we formed two
lines, the boys on one line and the girls on one line, and then we go
and get our cake and a little coffee, then we're supposed to pair off,

boy and girl pair off, see. I know the Chinese boy and I were both there
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and we didn't actually pair off at that‘time, we just come that way,

and T noticed distinctly that the two gitrls didn't want to- she feel

shame probably that they happened to have got us, and the two girls in-

stead of trying to sit at the church with us- trying to what do youdﬁgll
51 A

it? They didn't, they just face each other. The two girls sit;# . s

and the two boys, and I sit on the outside of one girl and the other

boy sit on the outside of the two girls, and I sit on the other. And

the two girls was eating by theirselves, and we just sit out there. And

of course, we didn't say anything. And, of course, that made us feel,

you know. It isn't right, you know, when they asked us to go to the

church, and the church says, all men are created equal, and here you

feel towards that way.?oDistinctly that way. So that time, from then

on more or less, we don't go so much. We just don't go. We go to church

and then that ends it. Because we don't have to deal with anybody, 'cause

we just sit in church, and then after the church that's all, then go

home. I know distinctly that was really-

It hurts.

Yeah, it hurts. Especially when you tell somebody, a Christian, you

love and then you turn around and do that. In the Church of God, - in

the House of God. That createsa kind of a feeling. In other words it's

kind of a hypocrite, way of doing things. Lots of Chinese, they did the

missionaries in China that way. The missionaries in China, the company

sending over there to check up on the Chinese what they was, and then

o

when the time to come Qov +hem , defend themselves, they run off first.

To defend themselves?

j}\taﬁm c@-revolution or anything like that, you're supposed to give your

life- and here you are, and you run first and when they come to your

leaders— the leader runs first!
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Mrs. Lew said that when you were in Spokane that you had the same thing.
Yeah, the same thing. I went to a basketball game with my friend, see,
Ot,-\—k(‘\c\és 410,

Nand after the basketball game we went to the Pantages Th eatre, a whole
group of us, a whole group of boys, then they divided me out and every-
body else go sit down stairs, and they put me upstairs, see. I had the
WSC hat on and all the rest of them had the same thing and we all went
together.

Who did that? The man that ran the theatre?

Yeah. Pantages himself, the old man, what do you call it?

Are you sure it was Pantages, himself?

Yeah. Yeah, he did that all the time that way. They're all that way.

used to

In the barbershop it\be that way, too.

Then you couldn't go in a barbershop to get a haircut?

You can't get a haircut, only the crummy ones. Certain, what you call

high class barbershops

it? first class barbershops]»you can go to the hole~in-the corner.

Was that true in Pullman and Moscow, too?

No, Pullman and Moscow are not that way, no. I can say that; they're

not that way. Walla Walla was that way. Yeah.

Walla Walla was?

Yes, Walla Walla was that way, vyes.

Did they ever tell you when you were at college, say, like did they let

you know that you shouldn't go to the social events with the other kids?

Did they tell you?

No, they don't say anything, anyway. As far as thaq?concerned, the Chi-

nese people are not very- what you call it? You have to kind_ef drag
Cj() K‘NA OQ

them if you want them to go, especially the first time.“OinﬁtoAdr ag

them the first time, because they hate to go there and feel like I went

to that church that time. They asked us many times to go to that church.
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That's why you went. And then I finally went, then when you got to
that point, then you don't feel good and then yoﬁ don't go any more.
That's how it is. Chinese People are very, very, what you call it-

it isn't like the colored People now days. Colored
people nowdays, oh, boy, they fight for their right, in a way I don't
blame them for fighting for their rights. But never the less sometimes
they go to the other extreme, too. Go to the other extreme.
So what they did in a way, they lumped all people that weren't white
in one class. One group.
Yes, that right, They call it colored people. Strictly not black, but
ail the Asiatics and all the other people outside of the whites. The
Caucasians. Indians would be the same thing. If the Indian boy go to
school, the same thing, land up in the same place where I would be.
Did you like the Cosmopolitans? Was it enjoyable? Would you take part
in it?
No I didn't take too much part in it, because I had to work most of the
time. No, there are certain Cosmopolitans that only goes with a group
themselves. And there's a few teachers that are very much interested
in foreign students. There are very few of those.
And then there's one or two American, white people that the Cosmopolitas-—
(both talking together— can't separate this)
Like the group. Yeah, there's a few, there's a few.

4 Ny

The Cosmopolitanngoesn't mean all color you know. You know, it mean
everybody. So there's usually one or two students that probably alféady
befriended some of the other- some of the older students, you know, and
they like the Chinese and so they want to join.that group, too, you see.
Were there any blacks in that group at that time?

At that time, there wasn't any blacks, at all, in the schools.
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going
Were most of these people going to beingﬂback to Asia?

Yeah, most of 'em, most of 'em, are, yeah. At that time, I think there
was only one black student when I was there. 'Course, at that time,
Pullman only had thirty-five hundred people, at that time. Thirty-two,
thirty-three, thirty-five hundred people, at that time. And, as far as
that?concerned, I think they only had eleven Chinese people there. And
there was quite a few Filipino boys there. The Filipino boys because
they came in through the- what you call it? The Philippines.
There was a few there, I imagine fifteen or twenty of those. But out-
side that there isn't very many. The Indians, there was practically no
Indians over there at that time.

Did you develop many close friendships with the white Americans when you
were at Pullman?

Oh, I had some friends, yeah. I had the friends that went to school with
me in high school. A lot of my friends went to high school with me,

and when they graduated from Walla Walla, so they went up to Pullman.

You went the same time they did?

Yeah, yeah. We were all graduated the same class, only some of 'em move
up there. Yeah, I had some friends. of course, when they go to the Uni-
versity, thely they diversed again, see. You take your coursz, and they
take their course, sece. Then therefore they're at the age when the boys

navts 't 90 ¥
date with the girls over there, see. We don't have any because we

A
anYAsiatic girls there at all. We just don't do anything. We did
work, that's all. That's why most of the Chinese-— Asiatic students are
better students, because they got no place to 80. They are better as a
Student, because that's all they got to do is jﬁst to study, see. Al-

though some of 'em are hard for them because they have to learn the lan-

guage and learn the ways and learn- what you call it? As far as that'?
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concerned, I had a kind of hard time, too, because there are lots of
things I don't know what they're talking about. And there are many

4hey have +hat”
things in which American people have in their mme thatpwe don't have
in our home, so when they're talking sometimes, I don't know it- what
they're talking about. And then you have to look and all that and there
is a hindrance in all that way. In that respect.
In fact, when Mi came over here as a child his mother didn't come over
you know. His mother was one of those Chinese women, you know, that his
father didn't bring her over here, so his father just brought him over
here when he was six years old- six, seven years old.
At that time ydu couldn't bring 'em over, anyway. The woman.
No, they don't allow them over.
No, they won't allow a woman to come over.
Let's see, in 192]1-
In 1921 or '22 before they let-
Yeah, and when we came over; that's about one of the first ywars. Pret-
ty first, when they allowed businessmen'ywife to come. TIf they are citi-
zens over here, they can:giing their wives over here. At that time
that's the law, I don't know why, either. Now, you know, if you're a
citizen, no matter where your wife is, the wife get to come over here.
But at that time, as,%ar as I know, if you are a citizen you cannot bring

ponttE ok, My

your wife - I think that's the law.
Yeah, something like that.
But he couldn't become a citizen
He have to be born here. He cannot become a citizen until 1943. No-
body can become a citizen.

When you were growing up in Walla Walla was there ever any times when

you had to stand up for your rights? Say you fought over 1t?
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ML: Oh, yes, there are certain times, especially when I was growing up at
that time. There was a bunch of Russians in Walla Walla. What they
call Russians kids—- Italian kids. There are quite a lot of Italian
farmers and Russians. They got both of 'em.

MLL: Italians and Russians.

ML: Russian town, they call the Russian town, and they got Italians, too,

People are
the Italian farmers. The Italianhsometimes, you know how kids A they
don't know any better and they'll make fun of the Chinese people. And
the Russian poeple, too. The Russian kids, you know they think they're
white, and you know, they pick on the Chinese people. The Chinese people
there's only eight or ten of 'em, but the Chinese people they stick to-
gether. When you get only just1@o of 'em, they can lick the Russians,
they'll lick anybody that comes along, see. The kids can do that.

SS: You mean you kids traveled in a gang?

ML: No, no, you know, if they start picking then, you know, you don't need‘ﬁPC
X
oX
bta gang In the playground. In the playground especially in the playground.
That's where they start the what you call it—— in the playground. And
- 0f Yoo, oy '
44WY/nﬂkg{bm‘because the Chinesekbe standing around, and because they
don't play, they don't play football and they don't play anything like
thasc s0 most of those, when they come over about ten, eleven year old,
then they come over, see. And they stand around and they wait for the
bell to ring and they go up there, see. So they do- the Russian kids
they pick on 'em trying to do something, but the Chinese people, when
one of 'em picks on the other one, then the other ones will jump in on it.
MLL: Help 'em out.
ML: Help 'em out. So after they help 'em out, the one thing about it, the

teacher is always on the Chinese side. Always on the Chinese boys side.

i|.....-------:————————————————————‘*
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The Chinese boys are not the ones that start the things.

The teacher knows that-

Yeah, always on the Chinese boys side.

How would they start a fight with you? Y?uld they call the kids names?
First thing they call the kids names,kt;gy you throw things at 'em, you
know, they throw little rocks and they pick on you. Throw rocks at you.
Then if you throw back then they'll fight with you. Them big bullies,
just like a big bull come along, they try to what you call it, you see.
That's how they do it. The Russiansysgtﬂyon the little kids; the smal-
ler ones, you see. But the big ones will help the little ones out.

——— the Italians to come in?

The Italians farmers-

Did the Italians get after the Chinese boys? “A*y@ycal\os
Oh, yeah. They do. They'll call 'em a Chink andiall the other name,
what you call it- some names. And of course, it didn't take long before
we learned to call 'em Dagos, too, see. (Chuckles} So they would get ir-
ritatedon their mind, see!l (Chuckles)

What about in high school? Were there kids, you think, didn't have any-

thing to do with you? Didn't want to have anything to do with you, be-

cause they were prejudiced or their parents were Prejudiced. i, the schools?

No, no, high school was a little bit better. High school, you know, the
‘

high school)they get into a group, you know. The wealthpefamilies, their

kids, they get into a little class amongst themselves, you know. They

run the thing, they do anything and then the people ' are poor, you

don't change clothes only once a week, then you don't get up there with
Yookealass  distiched thet, Ay

them so you go down in a lower class, of People.) And, of course, the

upper class people 8ot nothing to do with the lower class, especially

the Chinese people. I was the only Chinese boy there, but at that time
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I take ROTC, of course, at that time, I took ROTC and it was very good
that I took ROTC, because I had ROTC clothes to wear. Then I got clothes
just the same as they have. Everybody the same in uniform, in other
words, see.
You wore a uniform to school?
Oh, yeah. Yeah, you can wear your uniform to school. You have four

at Walla Walla.
years of ROTC.k Very good.
You wear it every day?
Yeah, you wore it everyday. Nobody say anything to you. So it's real
good that way, and I wore it every day.
You were the only Chinese boy in the high school at that time?
Uh-huh.
What happened to your friends there? Didn't they go on to high school?
Most of 'em finish the eighth grade, they quit, they go work. Their
parents don't believe in it.
How come you went?
My parents believe in if, that's all. My parent, he believed in edu-
cation.
His father believed in it.
Yeah, my father believed in it- education-— that's how come. My father,
as far as that's concerned— my father was the only Chinese man that edu-
cate their daughter. My sister was a doctor, a M.D.. Everybody say he
was crazy to do that.
She's an M.D.? Over here? -
No, no. She's in China. But everybody say he's crazy to do that, you
know.
Oh, yeah?

Because, after all little girls marry somebody else. In other words
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you're educating somebody's else's wife, see. Well, that's the way they
are. Lots of American people feel the same way. Lot of them do that.
SS: How did your father feel about it? What was his answer to that?
ML: He just believedin education for everybody, that's all. Yeah, he just
believedin education. He think ipﬁbe better off if everybody had an

education, you know, he believe that way.

i MLL: That's the way my father felt, too.
| SS: Maybe he had a little more respect for his daughter then than some. .
- ML: There are some, too. But we had another couple here; we had a Chinese

girl that graduated from Whitman College, she is a Phi Beta Kappa. She
wasfreal smart girl; she was the only Chinese girl that was graduated

from Whitman College at that time. What did she do? She couldn't get

a job.

MLy She was younger than you.

ML: No, she was above me. She was older than I am. She couldn't get a job.
The only job she ever got was selling noodles for her brother. She just
dred heveo & few years back.

:MLL: Just two Xears ago.

| BA yoars o\

ML: §$he was a very brilliant girl.

ESS: Was that because she was Chinese or because she was a woman that she
couldn't --

ML: More than likely both.

Q\\\\\LL"Q’
MLL: In the first place1 a woman and in the second place--—
h oA nevviiae
ML: Yeah, that's right. 5 She's a brilliant girl. She can go teach or sohe-
| thing- right now, she can teach any place, but she didn't, she couldn't
|
get a job. Oh, the world is different, it's changing, I agree with you.
5S: You, yourself- you figured- would you have been-able to get engineering
jobs someplace if you had wanted to, or because you are Chinese, you
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couldn't then?

I couldn't then anyway, because at that time engineers only seventy-
five dollars a month, you can hire at that time. But first you had to
become a citizen, before you-

You had to be a citizen to be an engineer?

Yeah, and work in the United States with a project, you do.

Oh, to work for the government?

For anybody, unless you got enough money to be a contractor yourself.
And I didn't got that kind of money.

Then citizenship was required to be hired by a company?

Even go a tramsit for a road. Even such simple thing for to hold a line
or hold a rod or something. You have to become a citizen for any pro-
ject. Even to go get a gun to shoot a squirrel, you have to become a
citizen before &ou can have a gun to shoot a squirrel.

You know you have to be a citizen before you can have a gun? Even to-
day. Today.

Even to shogt a squirrel; a .22 or something like that. Maybe a BB gun
you can get along alright.

You couldn't have been hired by the college or by a business or anything
to be an engineer?

No.

So is that the reason why you were looking and going back to China?
Yeah, at that time I was looking to go back to China because of that.
Go back and get a job there, you know. But things are changing back
there. It don't look good, I can see war coming, see. I can see war
coming. I can feel it in the airiﬁﬁZr coming. And every so often

they put propaganda, and they say, you guys do this. And every so of-

ten there is propaganda; you do that. It wasn't too long until—- I
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started-~ Japan was
came back '31~'32- the war. - in Manchuria.

R
You came back in '32, when they started.
Yeah, in Manchuria.
When you went over there, did you feel, yourself, more like an Ameri-
can than like you belonged in China? You didn't know China very good
at the time.
No, you don't know China, but nevertheless, you do feel pretty good
because, you are amongst your own people, and your own people res-
pect you. They'll say, "Mr. so-and-so." And always invite you when
anything special comes on; they invite you. Over here, no matter
what you are, you're not one of them, see.
They accepted you and they didn't feel like you were a foreigner?
No. No. When you're over there, in other words, you're more like a
aristocrat. You're like a doctor.
He's a United States graduate, you see. So he's better than a lot of
the other people; the average people, even. Over there only the very
wealthy can go to college and go through college.
So, really that meant that you kind of moved up in the social class?
No doubt about that. No doubt about that.
Yes, only more wealthy people would invite him to their weddings.

The cultured people would do it, see. It's just the same thing here.

for you
Only the wealthy people would do the same thing here,nyou know. Cer-
w\o\
tain people would do it, and certain peopleﬁnot, You feel

better because they respect you. Where ever you go they respect ‘you.
You're one of then.

You're one of them, see. Where here you come into a--

A lower type of people, right from the start when they come here.

You go into even-

o
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ML: Well, colored people, that's why colored people feel that way.

MLL: Well, even today when we register at the Hilton or at any of the bet-
-$e¢ class of hotels, you know, they look at you, you know, wonder
how could they afford a place like this. What is this - the one that

let the children go in free? What is it?

The Holiday Inns. Well, we were there in San Francisco and we stayed

at the Holiday Inn, like forty-mine, fifty dollars a room, you know

for just two people, and I see Negro people there, you know. Of

course, this one is right in Chinatown, you see. And that's where we

E want to stop because we don't want to have to take a bus or take a
taxi every time we go into Chinatown, so we just stop right there, you
see. And we see-— of course, most of 'em are Chinese anyway, and
least fifty percent, and fifty percent American people and very few
percentage Negro. Well, you just wonder, how could those people-
Negro people can afford, or Chinese people can afford. Of course,
only the wealthier people can travel, you know, and can afford a
fffty dollar a day hotel, you know. You can't do that 352 days a year.
And nei%her can we, but when we go, because of the convenience —
and that's besides we got on a deal anyway, you know; package deal,
which didn't amount very much to us, you know, because we buy the
whole package.

SS: Do you think that most of the people that were over here would have
wanted to go back home if they could? I mean, they would have pr e-
ferred to be back there because they would have felt more at home
there? If they could?

MLL: Yes, in the old days. In the old days they would because they do

feel better. They are among their own people and they can go just as
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far as anybody. Where over here-
You don't.

el
You don't go to the top a IOOZ.A You get 75%.
As far as that concerned, even not too long ago, you try to get into
the Elks Lodge, you try to go into any of the lodges, they won't let
you in.
You can't go in there.
- no what you call 'em.
We told our friends, Wz connot JOIN - your club, you know. The
Moose is nothing, you know, as far as the club's concerned. Maybe
the Elks- Well, as far as I'm concerned, you know, we don't join
the clubs anyway, because, you know, it's a social function- clubs.
And, well, if you don't drink and you don't smoke, you're kind of
out of it anyway. And we don't play golf. We don't bowl, you know.
So, we're not with that class of people.
To do a restaurant business, though, that pretty much protected you
from that kind of stuff. You didn't have to depend on anybody else
for a job.
That's right. That's the reason we went into the restaurant at that
time.
That's the reason why there so many foreign people go into the restau-
rant business. Have a little business of your own.
Yeah. Then you want your family in there together, see. That's the-
probably that's the only kind of business.
The laundry-
The lauﬁdry and grocery store. Of course, in the bigger towns they

have other—- through the department stores and you know, the Japanese

go into-
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The Japanese better off than we are, you know.

art
I know the Japanese‘better off than we are. They have a—

The government @\’ﬁ‘(’“cemcd"t" et the Japanee Peole CaN Come un,

As long as the Japanese authorities let them out of -Japan, they can
come in.

Yeah, and then if you do something- what you call it?- the Japanese

a.O\).\~2
Ambassador will jump right on your tail bone. The Chineseﬂare not

that way. ’T‘/,eylre wea k-

Wéll, I think in the first place, we're not the kind that would Jjump

on anybody's tailbone, anyway, you know, unless we're pushed so hard

that we have to fight back. We're more of a mild temper people any-

way. And we just kind of let things take its course, you know, in

a way. We try to do the best we can under the circumstances, but we

don't try to fight too much with the circumstances.

Your friends, like the ones that were in Baker, for instances. Baker

is a town that had a pretty bad reputation in the early days in some

of the stuff that happened with Chinese miners. I know, it was really

rough. I was just wondering, do you think that they were as well ac-—

cepted in a place like Baker?

Afterwards.

Oh, yes. This is in the late years, you see. This is in our time.

I would say she's about eight years older than Mi is, you see; five

to eight years, so you see she just passed away a couple of years ago.

And she never did very much with her education. That is, she didn't

get a chance to do it.

She had to run a restaurant, too. She was selling noodles for a ilﬂﬁvrf'
» Saleslady- selling noodles to the Chinese places all through

the Northwest.

Did she live in Baker at that time?
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No, she was here afterwards. Yes, she was in Walla Walla. She was
really a Portland girl. She was in Portland.
I thought she was a Walla Walla girl.

Portland.
No.l\She graduated from Whitman College.
I know, but I thought that was because she lived there.
Because at that time Whitman Collese was COpsidered one of the better
schools. And she graduated from there.
Well, of course, you know, I mean, a few things didn't just come right
with her eiﬁher, you know. Oh, circumstances and maybe she didn't
take opportunity whenhgziortunity was there, and it was too late, or
whatever. You know.
Oh, I think partly because- she was so well educated, so much above
the other people that the average Chinese people was afraid of her.
Because she's so much more free-
Chinese man-
Oh, yeah, that's right, as 500541:*!?) for a wife.
Who could marry?%yarriageable . Was afraid of her.
Afraid to court her.
She was too smart?
Yes.
She was the first Chinese girl that was graduated from Whitman. And
I think I'm about the first one graduated from here, as far as I know.
There might have been some before, but as far as I know, I think I
was the first one here. )
That didn't scare you off, because she was well educated.
No, but that was earlier than that, you see. There wasn't too many

Chinese~—

She didn't marry?
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No, no. She never married and she just went to work for- well- let's

Probakly

see you graduated in '29 she graduated in 1920. T would
say '20 or '21, '22. Well, and another thing, too, maybe she was not-
You say she was born in Portland?
Yeah. She was born in Portland.
Well, then-
Your sister.
\(b
They, 1ike that. Like Marjorie— brothers and sisters they did real

\rt/
well in Seattle, because they citizens-~ theyAa draf tsman W/++7.fh{L

ety of eatHe-

She could have, but she didn't.

Oh, I don't know. A girl a little bit different.
In '22 or '23-

A girl a little different, see.

: (;EMA of SQ(,‘('—B)
. \\—\,

MLL:

SS:

Yeah they do. If they donrt find anybody over here that they like to

marry they would go back to marry. Especially the students that have

a scholarship. They would be- you know- they must go back, you see

and find work over there, and home and family.

If you went back and married then, would you be able to bring your

wife back over here?

No, you stay there.

That is rough.

Yeah, that is Zgugh. Oh, every so often they change-- well, course,
52?43, they have changed- I mean, we can become citizens.

R =
That's when Mi,first become citizen. Although he's been here ever

since 1907, and I've been here ever since 1920. We were not able to

until then.
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I was going to ask you about that- a little bit about the restaurant
and running it: And I was wondering, was the Chinese food very popu-—
lar at that time?
No, it was not popular. Chinese food not become popular until after
the Second World War. Until after our boys come back from overseas,
especially from Korea and the other countries, you know. And mybe

ome &G +he
some of 'em marryAAsiatic womgn, and so they learned to like Chinese
food over there, and naturally when they come back here, they do like
the Chinese food more .
So you didn't serve Chinese food then?
Very little.
Was it American food?
Mostly American food. Yes. And, you see, so in order to compete with
the other restaurants, we had to either serve better prepared meals,
a little bigger portions or cost a little bit less. And; the only way
we survived was because we work a little bit harder and a little bit
longer hours; quite a bit longer hours, in order to survive with the
rest of the restaurants.
Did you give bigger portions for less money? Or what did you do?
We did.

19

You do, you do, that,part of it.
You can still always go into a Chinese restaurant and get a better
portion, and well, I would say, not all the cooks, that is the hired
help, but most of the smaller restaurants, the owners do their owm
cooking and serving. And where you have that you have better quality
food and better seasoned food, you know. . Well, naturally, you would
be more interested in your own living. While hired help doesn't have

to be interested, you see. All they're interested in is putting in
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so many hours for their wages. Whether you have business or not you

have to take care of that part of it.

SS: How many hours did you work usually in a day?
the old
MLL: In g day? We usually work sixteen hours.
ML: Twelve, fourteen, sixteen hours is nothing. Sixteen hours on Sat-

urdays sometimes, because by the time you get the drunks out of there,
then we have to clean up, and then wash the dishes and do like that.
Saturday was a rqugh old day.

MLL: Well, twelve hours is our normal hours. So, if the other restaurant
owners only work eight hours, you see, well, we got the four hours

in there, so we should make a living just as good as they do. And

Sikteen

we do have to. And so, for fourteen hours, . . hours is not
rare.

SS: Was that hard for you to work so much? To adjust to?

MLL: No. Because I been used to it. I'd been used to it ever since I
was sixteen years old.

SS: You started when you were sixteen?

MLL: I was helping my father and mother.

ML: You get used to it, just like anything else, you get used to it.

After all, sixteen hours in those days weren't busy like you rushed,
you know, you always have in the afternoon a quiet time..4 In the

two, three hours e—m7m —— o cop
afternoon you have a quiet time so you can sit down and have

A
coffee, rest your legs or anything you want to. Then you have gondtrHime.
MLL: And get your lunch, you know.
ML: That way. Course, if you open up and itfjust like an assembly line
for sixteen hours, you couldn't do it.

MLL: No. But we spent sixteen hours- fourteen, fifteen, sixteen hours

in the restaurant.

SS: Six days a week?
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Seven days a week.

All Seven?

Seven. You don't have any day off in those days; those were quite

a while ago.

Seven days a week. Well, you know, even our children, as close as
they know us and as close as we are to them, you know, they still
couldn't believe some of the hard times that we had when we first
start. I mean, our children, they know-- well, of course later in
the later years, we didn't have to work that long, you know. We take
it a little bit easier, you see. Well, in the first place you have
to, as you get older, past thirty-five, you have to take it a little
bit easier. You cannot be in a place sixteen hours without a little
bit of rest. So, Mi takes a split shift, you know, he would go
home and rest for about a half an hour‘tb forty-five minutes where he
could really have quiet and maybe at least rest yourAﬁuscles
you know. When you first do it, you know, your leg muscles ache-
that is in the restaurant business, in the waitress job, especially,
where you run back and forth like that. And of coursejfihe cook's
job, you have to stand in one spot, and we have cement kitchen and
with rubber mats on top, but ié:still hard. 1If you just stand any-
place, even on a rug for, you know, fourteen, fifteen hours a day,
it still hard.

Did you have your doubts when you were first in the business, doubts
about being able to make a go of the restaurant?

No. We didn't have any doubts at all. Because my father had a res-
taurant there when he was in Walla Walla, and he learned quite a few
things, you know, from it. We used to make our own tamales and our

who
own chili and anybodykknows how to make those, knows it's tedious
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work- job. And Chinese food is a tedious job, because everything is
cut fine, you know, celery, onion and mushrooms and all and bamboo
shoots and water chestnuts, they're all cut fine. And that takes
time. In the old days we could not afford to have slicers, you

know, and like mushrooms and stuff, you can't do it anyway with a
slicer.

Did you serve any Chinese food on the menu?

Oh, yes, we had Chinese food and American food both. But very lit-
tle Chinese food, because right along, oh, from years back there
always have been noodles and fried rice and chop suey. You see, and
those have always been favorites, but now they have so many different
kinds. They'have the pressed ducks, and soya chicken and almond chic-
ken and all of that, you see, and shrimps and so on and so forth.

Was that a real Chinese style of cooking, that you did at that time?
Well, they say chop suey is not a Chinese dish. It is a Chinese dish.
Only,d?i52e we put in a few things now like bamboo shoot; there are
manyt};fes of bamboo shoot- I mean, in different sauces. There is a
bamboo shoot that is very pungent. You could smell it all over the
restaurant. There is a Chinese bamboo shoot that is not so pungent,

I mean. The Chinese people like to put something like that in it,
because they are accustomed to eating it, and so they know that the
American people are not used to eating that, so they don't put that

in there, but they know what onion is, they know what celery is, and
they know what bean Sprouts are- well, bean sprouts have to be brought
to the attention of the American people. That's another new thing.
And all these variations and squid and abalone and all this stuff you
know. Well, in the old days probably, some of the American people-

"Abalone, - oh, yuk." You know like that see. Well, Chinese people
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have that for years, and so they know what abalone is. And many
14] Ah_
of the younger people who don't know what squid is,n Who wants to eat
a meal with squid?" You know, ohhhh, they think about the claw, you
know, and the Jeafacics - Well, they don't know what a delicacy
it is. You have to know those things. So, chop suey- it is a
Chinese dish, it's just that we leave out some of the things and we
add some of the things that the American people are used to. And
then noodles, you have spaghetti and you have macaroni- well, noodles
, ' cot .
is the Chinese- it's a smallerA 3 You know of spaghetti.
But you knew that you wouldn't have any trouble- or that you'd be
able to make a decent living there?
We knew that if we work hard we can maka a decent living.
Make a living, not a decent living, for a long time.
Yeau(5
A living, yes. During the DepressionAwe just—- well, in fact, like
I say, we owe money to, you know- well, I'm sure other restaurants
do to, because if we do it, I know other people will do it just as
well. We owe some money to the cooks and we owe Some money to some
of the waitresses. S0, I mean for three months— wait until the bet-
During the
ter months come, you know. ASummertime is our better months and du-
ring the wintertime when the snow is on the ground, less people go
out to eat, you know because they have to keep their home warm any-
Way, so they might just as well cook a little food at home. So they
MAYbe
don't go out to eat. Well, during the wintertimekwe have to tell the
People that we have to owe them the money, and they have to wait "un-
til summer come until we can make it before we pay them back their
wages, see. We have no trouble of our workers trusting that we would

pay them.

Did you employ many people then to help you when you first started?
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Not too many. We always have employees, yes. And I always tried to
have university students who need¢sa job. Oh, we used to have some of
the best boys to help us, you know, scrub the floors and wash windows
and help with the dishes and Peel potatoes and things. We dort have
potato paste and all that stuff then, we used real potatoes, you
know, I mean they have to do all that. And they were glad to have a
job. And we still have contact with some of those workers that we
used to have years ago. Just the other day- last year - we saw some
down there at Rexburg. And he's a pharmacist now and we remember him
because he was one of the fellows we like very much.
Did you try to employ Chinese people when you could, who needed work?
No. No. Not too many Chinese People would like to come to a small
town like this. The Chinese men don't like to come to a town where
there is nothing socially for them. In the bigger towns like Seattle,
San Francisco, Portland, you know, they have other members, you know,
that they can go to the clubs to play cards, whatever~ when their
work is done, but here in Moscow, they don't have that, you see, so
not too many single men would come over. And family people- we
Aded

couldn't afford to pay enough for a man to- for a familyAat that time.
But we usually tried to- of course, having Chinese food and American
food, we always tried to- you know, we do have to have somebody who
knowskgg cook Chinese food there all the time, too. But we have Am~
erican cooks who have been with us many, many years.
Who cook Chinese food, too?

%
No. No,hjust American food. And now, like noodles and things- well,
we have the noodles ready, we have the pork all ready for him to

slice, you know, and all he have to do is very little. He can do

that, see, you know. Yeah, the final stages. He can do that. Just
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to dish it up, like you say.
Did your kids help in the business with you, when they were growing
up?
Yes. They all help.
When did they start helping?
Oh, they‘start as soon as they can do anything. Like about six years
old. They ca? peel onions, and strip the celery, and peel potato,

<
and even,\\su:n\w\tv time they can peel fruit. Because in the old
days we used to do a lot of stewing the fresh fruit, when the fruit
was cheaper, you see, than the canned fruit. And as soon as they can
do any work they help. And, of course, the younger ones help with
less hours, you know, and less work and what ever they can do. That's
why the girls usually work out in the dining room and the boys work
in the kitchen. But the boys have worked in the dining room, too.
And the girls have worked in the kitchen, too. So they know, oh,
the ups and downs of both the kitchen and the dining room. So now,
even when the girls are teachers they still, you know, can work in the
restaurant§,
I was thinking too, when you raised your kids, do you feel that you
raised them more in the old country traditional way, or in the Ameri-
can way?
No. More modern; more modern than traditional, because I had been
over here since I was ten years old and had contacts, you know, with
the American ways. And most of my friends in town here or around
me are American people, so I see what they're doing. And our child-
ren go play with other children, too, you know, and they have contact
with more American people than Chinese people, so I think they're

raised more in the American tradition than the Chinese.
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But it sounds like still the working and the helping the family is
something that a lot of the youngsters don't do.
Yes.

o
Don'thas much as your kids probably did.
Yes. That; yes. I agree with you. But then, you know, some of the
older people, like in my age, you know, they're children worked pret-
ty hard, too. Like farm people.
That's true. o

WesteoN

Well, we're just 1ikeA people that work on a farm; first they go
pick eggs up, you know, when they're four, five years old, and then
gradually work up to doing more and more and more things.
What about the values of the kids, like, honesty and those things
that are really important things. Did you feel that was the parent's
place to teach the kids those?
I think it's the parents' place to teach the children and not leave
it all to the teachers, because the teachers do not have time to teash
thet the basics in school. They have twenty-seven children-—
each class- why you only have one child at a time~ like I say, and
we teach them a little bit more and I do believe that women should
stay home if they possibly can. And T don't like to see a woman out-—
side of the home because I think that is one of the faults that we
have in the United States today. Where the children are as they are,
the teenagers do things because they have too much time to waste, be-
cause when they go home there's no mother there. There's nobody"to
answer to, so why should they go home? Sometimes the children are
home and even the parents are not home.

But you yourself had to work when your kids were growing up.

But we don't expect our children to work as hard as we did.
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SS: But I mean, you had to work, just don't expect your kids to, yeah.
MLL: Well, I expect them to work, but actually, we give them more time.
they

I think that's one thing that Mi and I feel, that should have a
little more time for their studies than we did at the time. And
maybe just a little bit more time to have a little bit more social
contact with other people, too. Well, I don't regret it, because-
well, we did work pretty hard, you know, but it did not injure our

1 health in any way. You have to give up something in order to get

something else.

E SS: So your daughters are teaching now, they're not going to be staying
at home that much when they teach, do they? I mean, they have to be
out there in the classroom all the time.

MLL: Yes. But the only daughter that has a home now is my oldest daughter.
And every chance she gets'why, she triylo stay home. And, of course,
since she has three children now, I've been ugﬁng her to not teach

| anymore and stay home more. But she says; she feels that teaching-

she enjoys teaching so much that she has to give up some of her en-
joyment with the children. But she does have good help with her child-
ren. She has good babysitters for them when they're young, and they
e

go to nursery school and‘@hey go to kindergarten, and now one is in
kindergarten, one's in nursery school, one's with a babysitter. So
with all that and my son-in-law has his own business so part of the
chores of raising the children falls on his hands, too, and he has

she
some time to do that. 'Course, when goes so early in the morning

andépn't come back until in the evening, see, she's teaching at
Deary; so all day long there's no contact with her at all, except
Saturday and Sunday. But she fe#ls that she enjoy teaching, though,

she won't give up teaching.

E
[
g
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I had read that in the early days when the Chinese women were over
here, they very seldom went out in public at all. That's the way I

read it. Is that true?
Yes. That's in the very old days. Those are the real old days.

That was the custom.
Gradually they are becoming more modernized. When they cut off their
hair, you know. When they're allowed to have bobbed hair, well,
then things beginning to gradually change.
When do you think the discrimination started to end, or to really
change, so that you could see that it wasn't as bad.
After the Second World War, would you say?
The one that really did it, is the colored people.
That started it. ther
That really started pushing it, see. The American public Wouldﬂac—
cept the Chinese more than they would accept the colored people.
So that would be back in the '50's when they started this Civil Rights
thing-
After the Second World War.

ﬂ%z&“*
That when it really started. We could see a change. kIt is a change
for the better, really it is. In a way, I don't- the colored people
did have it wrong; so did the Indians. The Indians did, too, they
had the bad end of it.
They still have-- some of the Indians are really bad off.
Yeah, the Chinese, we got the bad end, but we're a very patient geople.
We can adapt ourselves to either way. We can adapt ourselves. We
can - the Chinese people go into Africa to make a living just as well
as they can go out here and the Lapwai out here—vI'll bet the Chi-

nese can go down in the Indian village and make a living, where a

white man couldn't.

L-.l----l--------L———————————————————————————————————————‘
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MLL: Offﬂ
ML: Yeah, yeah, off the Indians. We're a lot more flexible in lots of

ways that way.

SS: Well you know, in looking at the very early days when things were
really rough, and maybe even up to when you were a little kid, I
would think that a lot of people worked up a lot of resentment and

- then they'd come back from China, let's say, they must have had some
pretty awful stories about the United States. What kind of place it
was, for Chinese people.

povatcy

ML: The Chinese people say the United States, it's a.good, . to make
a living. Because your money-- in old days, it was your money, your
exchange- The American money exchange for Chinese money, it was five
or six to one. So if you take a dollar here, you got six dollars
over there. Course, where it was six dollars it only cost you two
dollars to live over there, you save four, see. So you have that
exchange, see. But if the guy comes over here and spendsa dollar,
likeflot of 'em do, no advantage at all, because you can live in China

just as well as you can live here.

SS: Sounds like a good place to make a living, but not a great place to
live.
ML: In the old days— in the old times, they had a hard time, you know.

The laboring people get after the Chinese people——

MI and Marie are talking loudly at the same time-—

MLL: In the books, you know, they say the least little injustice they-felt
why, they'd go and shoot 'em.

Mi and Marie again talk at the same time.

SS: In that reading that I was doing~ how much the American labor move-

ment was against the Chinese.

MLL: Well, they still are. Aren't they?

; B T
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ML: No, they're not so bad.

MLL: No, not against the Chinese. But the labor movement-- some of the
movementfnot very good.

ML: Oh, yeah, they're bound to be that way. It will be a long, long time
before all men are created equal. It will be a long, long time.

SS: Talking about what it was like in Walla Walla- there was one thing
I didn't ask you about before, but I was thinking about it. All
those me; there, and virtually no women at all, were there some pro-
stitutes in Walla Walla?

ML: Oh, yeah. 1In Walla Walla at that time they had a whole street of

prostitutes. One block was full of saloons and one block was-

MLL: Hey, wait a minute; Chinese prostitutes?

SS: No Chinese.

ML: No, no, no.

MLL: I think there was one, maybe.

ML: Maybe just one once in a while that comes in. But the American pros-—

titutes, there was lots of 'em. Right in back of Chinatown there used
to be two blocks full of saloons and prostitutes.

SS: Well, would they take Chinese money?

ML: Oh, yeah. Oh, yes, sure they take Chinese money. In faﬁf I would
say, they preferred Chinese money because the Chinese:jse more gentle.
They don't get half drunk and then try to slug a girl or something like
that, you know. [ irmageie -thel wWeuld Nepeed) o “them.

SS: You mentioned that with really poor families in China, a man could

wind up selling his daughter.

MLL: Oh, yeah.
ML: Yeah, they do, they do, sell the daughters, yeah.
SS: That went on?

i
|
|
|
i
|
|
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MLL: Oh, yes. Well, some of them sell their daughters just for servants.
Evegn average family can buy a servant. And they raise them, you know,
and they treat them pretty nice. But, she had no wages to save for

herself and when she get to be marriageable age—

ML: Marry 'em off.

MLL: Of course, they don't get the best of things, you know, but then they
are treated pretty nice. _

ML: 0f course, that dependson the person. Just like anybody else.A Like

the colored people. You know the slaves down there - the person,owner
o) 500(\.

atreat you good the same as the little girls here. As far as
thatfconcerned/most of the average Chinese people in China, lots of

them got a little money, they do raise a little girl. Then she does

the cleaning up and help.

SS: Raise her in the family?
MLL: Yes, right with the family. She eatswith the family.
ML: Yeah, same time; same place, you know.
Ss: She works in the house?
MLL: Yes.
ML: Yes, ¢ lot of 4hem go to school, too.
MLL: Allow her to go to school.
ML: Except they don't adopt the name.
MLL: They don't get any of the money of the-
SS: She still might have parents-
ML: Oh, yeah. Yeah.
MLL: You see you buy the child from her parents. And she still keeps her
own name.
ML: She keeps her own name.
f/c nai N
MLL: LIf the master wants to give the name, which is very unusual, they
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don't usually give them their name, you know. But they raise 'em,
and as soon as they ready to be able to work maybe about ten years
old; eight or nine, ten year 0ld, you know, and then maybe;ihey like
the girl, nice family, and the family maybe is poor, you know, and
they want to help them out, maybe this family has about six or ei%:?t
children, you know- but they never sell their boys, no matter how
hard up they are, they don't sell their boys. They sell the girls.
And they just sgll them and have nothing else to do with them. The

other family can do whatever they want to do with a girl. And they

ety
sell some of them,A' the beautiful girls, they sell them into
prosticicion, too.
SS: Well, these girls that are sold to a family, would they have a chance

to make a marriage?
MLL: Oh, yes, they have a chance to make a good marriage. As good as
their master's family can get ahold of--
ML: The master would like, if the girl has been very nice...
MLL: Yes, the master would try to get the best. But, of course, she couldn't

get a well-to-do son, you know, because the master's own daughters

more
would be marrying into a better home and more wealth, andﬂyou know.
China
SS: Do you think that continued like, say in the big*Eowns, like in San

Francisco?

L: No.
({:‘TNJ ol 9iude CB

ay 19
MLL:EQU1h°€hual— well, you know what Communists is- everybody equal. You have

ML

to work. If you're able to work, you have to work for your meals.
SS: Did your mother say- did she live pretty well in China because of the
money that your father was making over here? That he could send back

some. Did that m%ﬁ she could live pretty good?
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Well, she, just average. Yes, she lived pretty good. Yeah. I would
say she lived about sixty, seventy percent above the fifty percent
mark. Because the trouble with China)it used to be that only about
eight or ten percent rich and then all the ninety percent was prac-
tically- more and more poor. There is no middle in there.
Then your father, he could definitely do a lot better here than he
could there? |
Yeah. Thaqfwhy he had to give up his wife and the companionship of
his wife in China to come over here and make a living.
You told me that he went back once to live for a while, then came
back here again. Did he get to go back there often to see her?
No. He only been twice, that's all.

ACA\\

khe can go back as often as he wants to, if he has the money to,
and if he's willing to spend the money. If his father had more money,
you know, he would have gone oftener. But because it costs for the
fare and then whifc he's over there, he would be losing his wages
over here, you see and be?gg:nding over there for his part, you know.
And he being over here from the United States and going back there, he
will have to help some of the poor, maybe ﬁéVe them fifty cents or a
dollar, because he was able to do a little bit better than his neigh-
bor... So he have to help out his neighbor and give him a dollar or so,

you see?

That cost some money, too.
That cost money. And you know, when anybody coming back from over—
seas ., you don't know how many relatives you have really, because

everybody's " related. Maybe some are closer, maybe some are

farther, see. They're all your relatives.

— Fixed, as far as how well off they were when they went back as com-
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pared to the other People there. Were they in Pretty good shape?

Oh, they were better than- well, they were better than average Chinese

people over there. Yes. But they were just average over here. They

didn't have too much, but wiﬁﬁ the money exchange, what money they

did have, s . exchangedinto Chinese money, they did Pretty well.

They were able to build Some apartment houses in Nankinglwhich was a

very thriving city at that time, in 1933. And they did very well un-

til the Japanese come in, and then everything's gone now. They have
Communsts

nothing whatsoever left, because the‘ and took over after that.

They went back, after the Japanese War, they went back for a short

time and they were okay until 1949, unti1l Communists come ip. And

then whatever rent they have, have to be given away to the government.

And they were able to live in their own home for nothing, and just

enough from their rent to survive. And whatever jewelry they have —-

ever had- has been taken over.

Do you think that they were opposed to Communism?

Oh, no. Everybody had to give up that.

I mean, do you think, your parents, accepted Communism?

You have to accept it- until you don't have to. They have to accept

it as long as they're there. And they did until my mother came out

in 1960 and my dad came out in 1962. So now they're in Honolulu.

Do you think they were very glad to get out of China?

Oh, yes] They were very glad. 1In fact, they were so glad that they

talked it over; whoever gets out will stay out, and not go back, “even

if they have to be Separated. So in 1960 us four children who were

over here; one in Sydney, Australia; three children over here in the

United States and one over there in Australia, we all worked for their

getting out of Communist China. And we applied for both of them to
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them to come out. And also my mother-in-law too, my husband's mother
to come out. They were three. They were all old; in their seventies
and nineties. And only my mother was allowed out in 1960 to See us
in Hong Kong, just for a week then. So she stayed out and she waited
in Hong Kong until 1962. Finally when the people figured that my

Q_\]&(
mother's notﬂcoming back anyway, they say, well, my father's getting

older now, maybe they'll just let him come out, too. So they allow
i &"w

% him out in 1962. And so, because— us three childrenoner here and
my folks had been over here for years, my father had been over here

since 1910- since 1910 and they had never done anything wrong. Had

| always been good citizens, they were allowed to come back over here.

'Course, there was a lot of red tapesand we had to have many affida-
" prACe
vits and many people help out, you know,Afor us to get them over here.

: SS: Why did they really want to get out? What was their objection?
MLL: They were not free. That's reason enough. They were not free to do
asy+hing yoo

anything. And everything you have- anything you have-Aever have will

have to be given to the government and share with everybody else.

Where you work your lifetime, you know, and have been thrifty and work:
hard in your younger years, and then you get a little bit saved up
in your old age, in your seventies, and then have everything taken
away from you, except for just existence, you know, that isn't very
free, you know. All your jewelry's gone- well, whatever— they didn't
have too much, you know, but whatever they had, it was all gone. My
mother came out with fifty cents, and my father without anything .
She just had enough- my mother had just enough money to come to see
me in a rickshaw. Fifty cents.

SS: . The way that you and Mi despribed the conditions in China, though

before, like the old days, it sounds like you could have hardly cal-
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led the people free at that time either. Most everyone was mor.

At that time, if you are willing to work hard you can make a living,
but not a good living. You can make a living, but I would say the
majority have a subliving condition. Over fifty percent. I would
say, even seventy percent. And the rest, well, sixty-five or so and
maybe twenty percent in the medium class,thFé— you can have a busin-
ess of your own or work in the higher wages bracket, you know. In
the lower wage bracket, you just barely make enough. Not enough to
send your children to school, maybe, but the poor ones, many of 'em
starve to death. But you have a choice. You can talk as you want toy
you can go to church if you want to, you can go visit your family if
you want to if you have the money to go. You are free to do as you
want. But when Communists come in you're not free to go anyplace.
You have rice rationing. And your relative cannot take you in because
they cannot afford to feed you on their own rice ration, see. And
when you leave your home, you have to tell the authorities where you
are going and how many days you're going to be there and when y&u are
going to come back. And you cannot go to church. They don't have a
church. They don't allow you to have a church. They do not allow
you to have any meeting with more than three people. Yéu can't even
have a meeting in your own home with your own relatives. There is
nothing. But, for everybody, 100% of the people, they have enough to
eat, and they doﬁﬁ7 have to die of starvation. Nobody have to die
of starvation. The poor and . the sick, they are given
food. The able, they have to work for their food and so much cloth-
ing, you know. They get so many yards of goods. You make so many,
maybe one or two outfits a year, whatever. And very dull colors.

You can only wear, I think, four colors; black, white, grey and brown,

I think. We as a tourist go in there, we can go in if they let us in,
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and we're allowed to bring so much cloth in for our relatives. And

one new bicycle and one new wrist watch and one old wrist watch and

give it to your relatives. And then that's all checked, because

when your relatives wear a new wrist watch, authorities want to know

where they come from. Because if your relatives didn't give it to

you, you must have stole it from somebody. And if you stole anything

you are punished. But everybody&equal. There is nothing to steal.

And if you lost something, you forget something, you drop something,

they pick it up and give it back to you, or put it in the lost and

found so that you can go back there and get it.

Well, so you figure then that for most people it's good? What's

happened?

Yes.

You think it's maybe harder on your parents because the life they had

and because they'd been in America and other places and they had had

a chance to taste more luxury?

Yes, that right. More luxury. And for the rich people that had been

in China, they are pretty badly off. All the real rich and the real

wealthy and real important figures; thexygll killed.

Killed?

Killed. Yes. The headmen of everything 53 killed. Most intelligent

people; better educated, unless you hurry up and tell them that you

believe in that. But many, many millions have been killed. Even

my mother-in-law, she didn't do anything wrong, but she sold a pfece
pottery.

of ten years before that, you know, and they wanted to know

where that money is. They want that money. She say, "Well, I been

living for ten years, how could I have any money?"  So they knock

her out and she lost - front teeth}in her eighties.
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Red army?
Authorities. Uh-huh.
I wanted to ask you too about the contact that you kept with the
Chinese friends around here. And I was wondering- do you feel that
through the years you've kept a fairly close contact with the other
Chinese people in the area?
Uh-huh. Oh, yes. With the friends that we have very close to us
here. We go visiting; all the restaurant people, you know, in Lewi-
ston, Pullman and Colfax and Otheilo and Moses Lake. And 'course,
we do more than other people do, you know, because we're retired
now and we can go and come as we please. But every so often if some-
body get married- I mean their children get married, you know, we
all gather someplace. Just last month we were all in Spokane at—--—
Tommy's second-boy got married; we were all invited for a Chinese
dinner there. We were invited to their wedding down in Los Angeles
too, but it too far so Mi and I didn't go, but some of the people
aeoon
went. And then , but forkphis part of the country where the friends
couldn't go to Los Angeles, and they have a feast down there, too
after the wedding reception and then they have a dinner, nice dinner,
for the couple, you know. And the.gr%ends all, you know, down there
invited down there, and then so,‘\\Z t:he friends up here didn't get a
chance, then he invite us over here. And last year we were invited
to Othello when their oldest daughter was married. And so, you know,
all our friends when their daughters or sons marry, if there is a
béq wedding and a big dinner, all the people around here are invited.
But the thing is, most of these around Moscow are all Engs and we're

the only Lews, but we were very glad that we were invited to all the |

Engs affairs, anyway. And our Lews are a small family, and so we |
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don't have too many. Most of our relatives now— I don't have any
relatives in Spokane, what we had are gone already. My cousins at
Washington Noddle Cafe in Spokane, they all died.

Washington-?

Washington Noddle Cafe. That was there for years. And now their
children are all- they went to Washington State and some went to
University of Seattle and then they all scattered. Some went to New
York to do their thing and some went to San Francisco; some went to
Los Angeles, you know, all different places. They are my cousins,
see. My uncles are all dead. Of course, my father outlived them
all, you see. They die in their sixties and my father is eighty-six
now. My mother is eighty-seven. So he is one of the few that out-
lived most of our relatives. And then Mi's relatives are over in
Seattle or on the Coast. Whenever we go to the Coast, we go to
Seattle and stop there and we stop at Pasco; we have friends there
at Pasco and Walla Walla, where Mi's from, you know. And we go there,
we still have é'zggz good friend down there; just one left now.

And now his son and children are running the farm down there now.
Course, he's still there, but, he just look around, you know, not
doing- doing very little work. Whatever he can do, he'll do.

Are the Engs that are around here and your friends, have they been
here for many years?

Yes.

The ones in Lewiston have been there for a long time.

Yes. These people, you know Tommy Eng been over there I know about
since 192-~ I think he went to high school in '24, '25, somewhere
around there. Mi was working for his father, Tommy Eng's father when

he was a freshman.dﬁ'Washington State in '25.

In Pullman?
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In Pullman.

At the-?

At the Oriental, uh-huh. And then Freddie, who was with him there
went to Colfax for a while and now he's move over there to Othello.
So, we go in contact with them quite a bit whenever we go to Seattle
we always stop there.

Where does Tommy Eng live now?-

Tommy Eng is still in Pullman. Now, he has three sons; two of his
sons are over there in Pullman with him. One son wanted to stay
down there in Los Angeles. They all graduated from - universitges.
I think Kenny, the oldest one, dldtoo, but I'm not sure. But he has
been with his father a long time and now the second boy is with his
father now.

Are these the people those that you consider the closest friends,

the Engs and the others;

Well, they are the friends, yes, very close. And, of course, we are
very close to ° and Susie, down here at the new Hong Kong. They
bought our place, of course, you know, and practically every day we
went down there you know, and we'd have coffee. And when they are
busy, we beat it, and then when they're not busy we stop and 900 and
sometimes she make something extra special and she send one of the
kids up with it, you know. Sometime when I make a good banana nut |
bread or something, I bring one down to her, you know. |
How long have they lived here? * 3
Them?
Yes.

They been around- they're from Walla Walla originally, and then over

to Colfax and work for Pete Eng. That's a cousin of Tommy Eng in

JLM :
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the Oriental. And then he is the uncle of Yik * over here at the
Chinese Village. Poy is the uncle there.

Poy is the one that owns the Hong Kong.

The new Hong Kong. Yeah, Poi and Susie.

Yeah, and he is the uncle of-

Yiks at the Chinese Village. You see that way they are related. And
then Tommy and Poj/ and the people down in Lewiston, some of them, are
from the same village in Canton. Engs.

Which village is thig?

I don't know which village.

I was just thinking, because you mentioned Ki e Yip before.

Ki e Yip. No. Those are the three counties and four counties,

Oh, I see.

They are the counties. But, you know, I have forgotten so much al-
ready.

That's another thing I was going to ask you again was why was it that
everybody came from Canton? Why is that the place that people—-7
They are the people that are more business people. Some of the ohter
people, more farming people. Farming and fisherman, they stay home.
The business people, the commercial people, they go out. You always

find the business people are the ones that g0 out to look for their

e
fortune, you know. They're the ones that come over,to the Americas,
enor n
you know. Of course, they are the people who were being kicked

out for political reason or for church reason. But they also probably

the more aggressive People who want to get out and make a better 1i-

ving than they're had, you know. 'cﬁ\
&

3 X
You say religious reasons, too, people lef51Canton?

No, not, not religious, no. Because they commercial people and busin-~
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people. They are more inclined to travel. Isn't that right, M i?
(9
Cantonese go out more.
Why so many people came from Canton, more than anyplace else?
I thought
Ihtold you once about that.
Yes, I thought you did, too, but I‘mdnot sure that I got the right—
UYINY
Yes, I told you about that, because K the early days when the people
want railroad, you know. The Railroad building want Chinese people-
labor to work. Well, Well, the Manchu govermment—- the Manchu govern-
ment and the Cantonese- are always the ones that are the naughty ones,
you know.
they and
Oh,Athe Manchus couldn't get along.
Yeah. They th&-black sheep of the Chinese people, and so the best
way to get rid of-- But the Manchus still love the Chinese and Can-
tonese, but they're naughty, so they send the men out. They won't
let the wife go so they come back. They're the naughty ones so they
go. (Chuckles) (Interruption from a telephone call- conversation)
So that's it. And the Manchus were they kind of running China at
that time?
At that, Manchus’a dynasty.
That's what I thought.
et

That's for the first Chinese immigrants over here, buth;ately, I
mean after that, after the first group of laborers come over here-
but after that, why, it still the Cantonese people come over here.
Because the Manchu want to keep the northern people. They're the

WY 4&&&\ fem oot, \ed 1gm 2avn & hvidg
most people, so they keep them home. See?Thy 5°J4€W»nthe Cantonese
want out, you see. They know the ropes--
So they're more likely to want to go.

“o
have their children and——-

1N
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They know what it's ali about, where everyone that stay home, they
content with what they got at home. See that's how it is.

Do you talk of China a lot when you get together with your friends?
I just was wondering. Do you talk about the old country?

No we don't get together often enough to talk about the old country.
Well, if somebody's going back, they say they going back and we talk
a little bit. And then especially after we've made a trip to Hong
Kong or someplace, you know, then we tell them what the changes . 13 No%§
and all that, but we don't talk about too much about what's going on
there, because they don't know any more than we do. So, we just don't
talk too much about the main-

The old times.

Yes, and we don't talk about the old-times. Because, you see, I

been over here since I was a child, so you see, there is no old-time

over there for me, except during my childhood and those few years I

was going to school. There is nothing old-time, you know. And, of

course, Suzie down there, she'shad a rough time getting away from her

home and getting out into Hong Kong, and this was during the hard

time, you know when Communists come over— getting out. "And itﬁgild

for her to get around and scratch around for her brothers and sisters.
he \

+ 5
- She was really,one that, taking care of them, so she could tell you

more about that than I can.
I just was wondering what you talked about.

No, We just have enough time to talk about what's going on now, and
N\

X\

once in a while I ask them- some of thedipake the Chinese newspaper,
and I don't, because I don't read +50 much-'I don't read hardly any
Chinese, so I don't. And they tell me about the same thing What I

get from the American newspapers, so there isn't too much difference.
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There wasn't too much news that I could get from them through the
newspaper, that I could get from the American newspapers.

When you and Mi were married, did you have a lot of fun? People come
for that ceremony?

Not  Joo many

«We have a small American ceremony. We were married, like I say, by
Reverend Drg;fy. We are Christians, . you see. Not all the
Chinese people over here are Christians. Well, even some of those
people who are down there at the MAjestic, they're not.

Are the Engs? Mostly Christian or not?

I don't think so. I don't think they are, maybe their children go to
Sunday School. But my age people, we are the only ones that are Chris-
tians, really, because my father and mother are Christians. We're
Christians from back in China.

What about Mi and his father? Was he?

No, he wasn't until--- Oh, yes, he was in Walla Walla. Because there
was some church ladies there, they want the Chinese boys to go to a
church and Sunday School, and so he started when he was in Sunday
School. So that's where he learned mostly his good habits, you know,
and go along with whatever the church has to offer. And him not
having a home, actually, just his father, have one room, you
know, one bedroom for him and Mi. And then his father worked in the
restaurant all the time, and he sen*‘Mi to go to school. See, so the
only thing he hag socially wouid be the church- connected with the
church. And the very few, few— I think he told me two or three, "boys
that he knew, that their folks invite him to their home, and when

, Ahen
they have a birthday or something, you know, andﬁhe have cake and

ice cream with them. But there was just a few, and he still keeps

up with them, you know. And he went through high school, and in
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fact, just about three years ago he had his fiftieth high school re-

union.

Do you think that made it any easier for the family, like your family

to get used to American ways? Because of being Christian?

It might be, because, you know, there is one more string leading to-

Besides the school, you get the church, you know, and then we;g:t in
we're

business, too, you see, that has a lot to do with-- well,Aamong the

American people, you see, where a lot of the Chinese people that's

in San Francisco, they're right in Chinatown. They cater to the

Chinese people, you know, like a grocery store or the paintings and

stuff like that, it's mostly with the Chinese people. Then they have

lot less to do - contact. BEsides for years, we were the only Chinese

family here in Moscow; the only one. And I was the only girl in high

school; the only Chinese in high school. We are the only family, so

'ﬁfhave to be the only Chinese girl in high school, and my sisters

were in grade school. And then I go on to college; the only one there.

And T don't think there was any Filipino girls there either. I don't

remember any Filipino 4ie\§ -Lheve erther, weve 4here,

There was a Filipino teacher. (something else was said)

But now, we have seven or eight Chinese professors up there at the

University.

That was the only Filipino teacher.

At the University of Idaho.

Uh-huh. And there's quite a few at Washington State.

What do they mostly teach now?

Everything!

One is the head of the English Department.

English and Forestry. |
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MLL: ~~ that we have. This is a Chinese Association and we're going to

have a potluck dinner this coming Saturday.

Transcribed by Frances Rawlins, December 15, 1976

You want to come along?
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