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Mi Lew/Marie Lee Lew
Fourth Interview

This conversation with Mi Lew and Marie Lee Lew took place at their home in
Moscow, Idaho, on October 7, 1976. The interviewer is SAM SCHRAGER

SAM SCHRAGER: Your experience going to the University.

MARIE LEE LEW: Oh, just the usual. Ididn't have any trouble. You see, Istarted

high school here, when my father and mother bought the restaurantfin^'26
the year I started high school, 1926. Ijust graduated from grade

school in Spokane and then we move over here in '26. Istarted grade

school in 1920. And^finished in '26 and Istarted here in '26 and finish
ed in '29 at Moscow High School.

SS: What were you interested in studying there?

MLL: In home economics. That's what Igraduated- the department, of Home Econ

omics. I've always wanted to teach home economics when Iwas agirl, in

my young days. And so, I thought I would go into that and teach that

when Ifinished school. So beginning in high school Iwas interested in
going into that.

SS: There was a lady who was in that department for a long time.
MLL: Miss Jensen.

SS: Miss Jensen. What was she like?

MLL: Uh-huh, Catherine Jensen. Wonderful woman. She died must be about ten,
fifteen years ago now. But she was the head of the Home Economics Depar
tment at that time and then there was a Miss Lewis in foods and Miss

Featherstone.

SS: She's still in Moscow.

She's still in Moscow, but she's not teaching any more. And those are

the ones that Iremember. And Miss Jensen, at that time, she was teach

ing child development and counseling and family, and dietetics and so on

and so forth. And each one of the teachers had *. ^KCi-C^

Did you find that you learned agreat deal in that program?

MLL:

SS:
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MLL: Oh, yes.

SS: That was useful?

MLL: Oh, yes. I learned a great deal -fh^ even though I didn't teach after

I graduated, but it still helped me in our business and in my home; in

my raising of the family. It has all helped. At the time I figure if I

never go into teaching, which I was hoping to go into anyway, but if I

happerf'to get married I could still use that, you see, for myself.

SS: What happened that you didn't go into teaching?

MLL: Oh, I was married two years before I graduated. I was married in 1931

when my future husband came back. He graduated in 1929 from Washington

State. He went back to China to look over situations there and the jobs

and so on and so forth. A$ far as he could see, there wasn't too

much future in there at that time, so he came back here in '31.

SS: Did you know each other when he back then?

MLL: Oh, yes. Yes, we knew each other when he was going to school in Pullman.

He was going to school in Pullman in- from 1925 to 1929.

SS: Did you go together at that time?

MLL: Oh, we knew each other. We saw each other- I mean we see each other at

school functions between Washington State and Idaho, you know. Football

games and things. But we didn't actually go together until after he gra-

duated from Washington State. And that was in June of 29. And then he
N

stayed here for the summer. I think he was taking a little extra curri

culum during summer school all that summer although he graduated, but he

thought he'd like to spend the time here going to summer school and pro

bably knowing me a little bit better, maybe at the time. But he had de

cided that he would go back to China in the fall of '29 to look for a

job and see what the situation was over there at that time. When he went

back in the fall of '29 until the spring of '31 he\seen that there wasn't

too much future in his engineering career there at the time, because he
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could almost foresee the Japanese-Chinese War coming on. You know, things

were very disturbed there and the situation was bad as far as government

jobs for Civil Service jobs. His field would be building roads and buil

dings and he doesn't see very much future in that with things coming on.

SS: Would he have had trouble getting a job as an engineer here because he is

Chinese?

MLL: Yes. He would have a harder job to get a job here because he is a Chi

nese than the American people would- American boys graduating from the

same class. Because he can see that during his time, like he had said

before, the small races are discriminated against. And when he went on

field trips with his school mates he was not allowed to sit in the same

place in the movies, you know as they were and he was not allowed to-

they wouldn't give him a haircut at certain places where his schoolmates

were allowed to have haircuts, you know. And I don't think he ever tried

to eat at the same places, but he didn't say very much about discrimina-

tion^there. But he did felt very badly about that all the other school

mates on these field trips they were able to buy a ticket and go to a

show, but he could not sit with them. He bought the same ticket and

paid the same price, but he could not sit with them. He has to be segre

gated in a different section of the theatre. This was at college, some

where around '28 and '29. That is not in Pullman, ft0VAj .. I'm not say

ing that, but on field trips like when he went to Spokane. Especially

when he went to Spokane. At that place he definitely remember the Pan-

tages Theatre in Spokane at that time was opening, and he was not allowed

to go in with them.

SS: Was it a section where anyone that was a minority group sat, like black

people, too?

MLL: Yes. Black people or Indian or Negroes. And Chinese have to be there, too.
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And only whites could sit where the rest of the people sit.

SS: What about for you? If you had wanted to become a teacher, would it

have been tough for you at that time?

ML: I think it would have been a little bit tough for me, too. It certain

ly wouldn't be as easy as it is for my daughters to be getting a teach

ing job now. Nowdays, they look at your record and they give you a job

according to your record in school, but in those days, well, if you're

not a— at that time we were not American citizens because we were not

allowed to become American citizens until 1943. So, when I graduated in

1933 I was not an American citizen yet. But, of course, I never tried

to get a job as a teacher, because, like I say, I went into the restau

rant business in '32. Well, when my husband and I were married we went

into the restaurant business together, and he need me to help him there,

and so, I never looked for a job. But of course, I didn't graduate un

til two years afterwards.

SS: But you continued to go to school?

MLL: Yes, I continued and finished school in 1933.

SS: What kind of arrangement did you make with your father to take over the

business at that time? Did he sell it to you?

MLL: Yes. We bought it from him just like anybody else would buy it. Just

like he would sell to anybody else, with the stipulation, of course, that

we couldn't pay him all at once, so we had to pay him in monthly instal

lments. Because when we started we didn't have any money. I was still

going to school at that time and although the tuition, you know, wasn't

very high, but it still cost a little bit of money and during that time

money was scarce. We were married in the summer of 1931 and the fall of

'31 was not too bad, but beginning March of '32 when all the banks were

closed, that was really bad then. In fact, ^y third year was beginning
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to be bad already.^ was not as good as it had been before and things

were slowing down, and there wasn't too much business at the time^e^
bought the restaurant over. But like everything else there wasn't very

much business anyplace else either. So, at that time, for what money

we d,d not have, that was the best situation we could get, was to buy

from my folks because they wanted to sell the place because they wanted

to take the other children, the younger children back to China to give

them alittle bit of Chinese culture when they were still young.
SS: Did they do that?

MLL: Yes, they did that.

SS: So they went back and did they stay or come back here?

Yes they stay. But in 1937 when the Japanese-Chinese War in Shanghai-
Nanking Nanking '

in my folks settled in after they went back there, because they

see that the future was better in Nankin^than down south in Canton; that

is, for them. So they settled up in the north and then they stay there

until the Japanese-Chinese Var started and then they sent my two younger

brother and sister back here to the States. They being born here in the

United States, being citizenS/ they were able to get passage back as

soon as they could get room on the ships. But at that time the ships

was all crowded, so they had to wait about a month or six weeks before

they could- about amonth, anyway. And they had to go from Shanghai-

they were hoping to get a ship from Shanghai to come over to the United

States, but not being able to, they went south and went down to Canton

and to Hong Kong, and they were finally able to get^assage there. Be
cause everybody who (waS) U. S. citizens, you know, they were coming back
over here to the States then, and the ships wer^all crowded. But they

did finally get back here and Mi and I, beifng the£nly.ones over here,
you know, that we could look after them, why naturally they sent my bro-

MLL:
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SS:

MLL:

SS:

MLL:

SS:

MLL:

ther and sister over here in 1937 for us to take care of them.

Was it hard for you to keep going to school during the Depression?

Well, it wasn't too hard, no, since I have my board at the restaurant

and my husband I have an apartment in town, we were able to have enough

tuition, you know,for me to go^ school. Of course, I kept working at

the restaurant and helping Mi, and we didn't have to hire too many help
0

at that time. Well, during the Depression 7just don't have too much

business, but we still had one extra cook that we hired and one or two

waitresses. We want to keep them although we weren't able to pay them

every month, you know, all their wages, they were willing to stay on,

because there wasn't any other jobs any place else for them either. So

as long as they stay on with us, if and when condition gets better and

we can afford to pay therefor their backwages, why we would, they know

that we would, and so they stayed with us.

Did that happen finally? That you could pay them?

Oh, yes. Yes, we pay up all^hat we owed, you know. Well, when you've

never had too much money to spend, you know, we just don't have the habit

of spending any money. As agirl, well, we were not exactly very poor,

but we were not rich, either, you know. Just aaverage family. My

father have a business- as a girl, my father just have a business and

Iwas always- us children always have to help in the restaurant business.

So what would you spend on? What would it be? Just clothing?

Just very little on clothing. What have to be spent, like books and

things we had to have, well, we have to buy those. And whatever there's

a little bit left over, then, it goes into clothing. And at that time

Iknow we didn't even get to go to a show very often. Not even once a

week at that time. Well in the first place, you know, when there isn't

too much business and not too much money, you have to work a little bit
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harder, you get pretty tired, you know. By the end of the working day

in the restaurant you want to go home and get some rest and sleep.

SS: And you were going to school.

MLL: And I was going to school, too, in the meantime.

SS: Was there much social life when you were going to school?

MLL: At that time the Chinese girls and boys doesn't have too much social life

with the American people. But we do have what we call International Club

you know. What was it Mi?

ML: Cosmopolitan.

MLL: Yeah, Cosmopolitan Club. At that time there were quite a few

ilip ino boys and some Chinese boys, but mostly boys sent over here

from their own country. Now the Chinese people have some scholarships

from the, I think it's from the Boxer Rebellion, quite afew years back,

that they would still allow^ some Chinese boys to come over here to st udy.
Although these boys wouldn't be from apoor family, they^ from about
average families that have a certain amount of money to buy their clothes.

You know the scholarship is only for board and room- maybe for part of

the room and all tuition fees, like out of state and'all that. But

from their own family, they have to support them otherwise. So as far

as we're concerned, that's about the only social^ we have and we do
have ministers from Moscow and Pullman that work with us, you know, in

our group that are interested in us. And one was Reverend Drury from

the Presbyterian Church. He's the one that married us in 1931, because

we know them pretty well and he was with our group in the Cosmopolitan,

and he was interested in the foreign students, you know, and there was

quite afew of the professors, too, that are interested, and they spon-
sor us

SS: What kind of activities would you have? Social ones. Would they be
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dances and things like that?

MLL: Not too much dancing because we don't do too much dancing. But we get

into a group and we would have coffee or tea and a little ice cream or

cake or something. And then we would talk, you know, and we would* dis

cussions, mostly our own school work ,and our concerns with our everyday

activity, and with the church, maybe. Very little in politics, because

we have no vote, anyway. But we do, and we are interested in what's

going on. At least, we know what's happening anyway, especially around

our two— quite often we have the joint Cosmopolitan Clubs between Washing-

ton State and Idaho, and we would go out on picnics and we would go out

on hikes, you know, up to Moscow Mountain, or some place like that and we

would make a whole day of it either on a Sunday or on a Saturday when the

weather's good.

SS: But few girls; mostly boys.

MLL: Yes. There are just a few girls.

SS: Is that because there were few that had come with scholarships?

MLL: Yes, most of the families would send their boys out to get educated, be

cause usually they figured that the boys are the ones to make the living

for the family, and they should get educated first.
V

SS: And it was mostly ' ilipf ino people and Chinese? And were there Japanese

too?

MLL: Not too many Japanese. At that time the ilip inos, as far as I know,

when they come here they have a different status, because, you see, they

were under U.S. control, and I think they could come and go without too

much red tape. The Chinese, and I don't know about the Japanese, I think

they come a little bit easier even, but the Chinese have a very hard time

getting over; red tape and all that. And they can only come over as a

student and they can only go as a student and they cannot work over here.
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And as soon as they are through school, they get their diploma and then

they have to go back.

SS: That's Japanese?

MLL: Chinese.

SS: Chinese, too?

MLL: Uh-huh. Idon't know too much about the Japanese. The Japanese people

Iknow they can come over here alittle bit easier than Chinese. They

have a better quota. And I heard, if the Japanese Government would allow

them to come over, they could almost get 100% sure that they would allow

them to come over here to go to school.

SS: This is now, or back then?

MLL: Then. Even then, so now it should be more liberal.

SS: So that means really, that the people were not- were expected

not to go to the dances and those things that were on campus?

MLL: Yes. I don't know, Idon't think there are too many of the dances where

they would mix. As far as Iknow, Iwas the only Chinese girl going to

the University at the time. And as far as Iknow, there were only two

at the most three, Chinese girls at Washington State at that time. So

there aren't too many gi*is, as far as Chinese girls are concerned. And

Japanese were about the same. And I'm not saying anything very much a-

bout the Vietnamese or any, because at that time I don't think we had too
many of those people. Thtf^ r«<vs comi^J over,

SS: Pretty strict.

MLL:

SS:

MLL:

Pretty strict segregation, yes. I think so, as far as school was con-
cerned.

Well, how did that make you feel at the time? Because it seems to me,

besides being unfair, it seems kind of difficult to expect people to-

Well, it didn't to me because- for one thing, it makes our race of stu-
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dents study a little bit harder because they have more time to study.

They have less time to go out socially then. That's one good thing out

of it. For another thing, now, well, I myself, I am more or less an in

trovert and I don't go out and well, barge myself into other things. I

don't care too much for dancing, because I never had it. Well, I never

went out, you know. I was pretty well kept at home during my grade school

and high school years and in college I was still staying home, under the

supervision of my mother and father. And, being Chinese, you know, I

just go to school to go to school; to learn. And besides I have to spend

some time in work, too, you know, to help the folks out.

SS: Well do you think the kids in the Cosmopolitan Club that they- I can

imagine if it was me, I imagine tttfV£ I would react by feeling that I was

better than all those other kids anyway. And I'm just wondering if that

was the way that some of the kids, maybe would feel.

MLL: You think that they^are a little bit better than the American people?

SS: No. I was thinking that that's the natural way that it would be to react.

MLL: No.

SS: To think that, because that's how I imagine I would feel. That's the

way I have felt when I have been excluded from a group and that sort of

thing.

MLL: They think they're so much better. Well, as far as I am concerned, they

can think they're that much better, it's alright with me, you know, be

cause it doesn't matter to me. What I want, at that time, is mostly an

education, anyway. The faster I get it, the better I am off. Maybe the

sooner I can get out there and get into a better job maybe, bring in more

money for myself and for my family. So I don't miss it.

SS: How much friendship was extended to you from the— like the other girls

that were in home ec? Were they very outgoing and friendly to you, or

did they sort of leave you alone?
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MLL: Oh, no. Home economics is all girls, anyway at that time. So, as far

as I'm a girl, I am just one of the girls with them; with my own home

ec girls. I don't think I was excluded from any of their things. I go

to all of their— whatever is going on, I go to it. And I was invited

to all of them. So as far as home economics, the department, is concer

ned, all the teachers treat me just as well as anybody else. There is

no distinction; I don't feel any distinction between their attitude

-hWrfxithe other students and their attitude toward me. So, as far as I

am concerned- maybe it's because I took that course in+hi6 particular

field, because I like it and that's why I took it, and it just happened

to be one of the things that's mostly all girls. So, I was very satisfied

with my life in school. And I do have a few very close friends that I

have made and I have continued with, you know from the Home Economics

Department and also a few that were not in the Home Economics,

But the few girls that live in town here in Moscow, because they went to

high school with me. And I think everybody in Moscow has treated my fa

mily and me and now my husband and I— afterwards my husband and I- well,

that is, the people that know us, we were never discriminated against,

as far as I know. And they were friendly to us, at least to our faces,

anyway. And, like I say, we're the kind of people that doesn't go out

too much. We don't associate too much. We don't go for dancing or drin

king or smoking, so that excludes a lot of stuff from us, you see. We

just have a few friends that we like to entertain in our own home and

we go to our friends' homes and we just enjoy ourself that way. And*

businesswise, I think we have been treated very well in Moscow. Well,

there's always one or two exceptions, you know. Maybe they don't like

our race in the first place and so they! got that against us, too. And

so maybe they don't want to deal with us. Well, those people, we just
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don't deal with them. You know, if they don't want to deal with us, we're

not going to bust in and deal with them because there are other people

who would deal with us, that we could associate with in business, as far

as that's concerned. Whenever we need anything— whenever we need any

thing, we need to buy anything, we need to buy any services, we are all

well treated. In doctoring, you know the doctors, why we're well treated.

And department stores, we're well treated and all the supermarkets, gro

cery stores and the car dealers or the travel angencies, all. You know.

SS: Thinking about your kin and other people you know that were Chinese;

there must be some cases that you know of where really the people didn't

get treated well, when they should have been. At least I imagine there

must have been because of—

MLL: Because of the race?

SS: Yeah.

MLL: Well particularly in my family, I don't know of anybody that wasn't trea

ted.— You know the Chinese people as a whole, we don't want to butt in

to other people's things if we're not wanted. Because, if they don't

want our business, we just don't go to their business. If they don't

want us to go to their church— I wouldn't say that, because all churches

welcome us, as far as I know of. All the churches in Moscow, members,

you know— although we go to the Methodist Church, but the members of

the other churches have been very friendly with us. The Historical women

have been good to me, and the Senior Citizens, we get along very well

with them, you know. So, as far as I know, none of my family around'here,

I don't think we have ever been illtreated by anybody.

SS: Well, do you think that it changed in time?

MLL: Yes.

Because the record from the early days, like with the gold mines in theSS
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early days, it was terrible.

MLL: Oh, yes.

ML: Yes, there is no doubt about it. You know it has changed. '" ..* ' ~

SS: How far ago was that?

ML: It wasn't too long ago, when May Anderson went down to Pasco, she went

down to the restaurant there-(tM^ 0-C ^> tA<- AJ

In Pasco, when she was supposed to sing at a place. I imagine it has

been about thirty years ago.

The last twenty-five years it has been different. Before that, when I

went to school in '25 and '26, there was a separation at that time. Of

course she went to school later than I did.

MLL: Yes, I went in '29.

ML: Therefore, they gradually change a little bit then.

Well how did you experience it at that time, Mi? What kind of things

where there was separation of the people?

Well, when Iwent to school there in Pullman, you know, the first year

Iwent there, the teachers, the instructors and everybody, you know,

want us to go to church, you know, to meet the young people and stuff

that way. So I did. 'Course, I didn't have much to do, so I went to

the church. But at that time the separation was quite clear at that

time, and therefore I and my friend, another Chinese boy, we went to

the church with the young people, BYPU, Baptist young people, and we

went there. It just happened after the meeting, it just happened that

they have a little refreshment served, you know, after the young people's

meeting. Okay, after the refreshment was served, then we formed two

lines, the boys on one line and the girls on one line, and then we go

and get our cake and alittle coffee, then we're supposed to pair off,

boy and girl pair off, see. I know the Chinese boy and Iwere both there

MLL

ML

SS:

ML:
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and we didn't actually pair off at that time, we just come that way,

and I noticed distinctly that the two girls didn't want to- she feel

shame probably that they happened to have got us, and the two girls in

stead of trying to sit at the church with us- trying to what do you call

it? They didn t, they just face each other. The two girls sit ,

and the two boys, and I sit on the outside of one girl and the other

boy sit on the outside of the two girls, and I sit on the other. And

the two girls was eating by theirselves, and we just sit out there. And

of course, we didn't say anything. And, of course, that made us feel,

you know. It isn't right, you know, when they asked us to go to the

church, and the church says, all men are created equal, and here you

feel towards that way.h Distinctly that way. So that time, from then

on more or less, we don't go so much. We just don't go. We go to church

and then that ends it. Because we don't have to deal with anybody, 'cause

we just sit in church, and then after the church that's all, then go

home. I know distinctly that was really-

SS: It hurts.

ML: Yeah, it hurts. Especially when you tell somebody, a Christian, you

love and then you turn around and do that. In the Church of God, - in

the House of God. That create*a kind of a feeling. In other words it's

kind of a hypocrite, way of doing things. Lots of Chinese, they did the

missionaries in China that way. The missionaries in China, the company

sending over there to check up on the Chinese what they was, and then

when the time to come \<K -Vhem A defend themselves, they run off firs*t.

SS: To defend themselves?

ML: >V\ d>x<&L cv- revolution or anything like that, you're supposed to give your

life- and here you are, and you run first and when they come to your

leaders- the leader runs first!
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SS: Mrs. Lew said that when you were in Spokane that you had the same thing.

ML: Yeah, the same thing. I went to a basketball game with my friend, see,

"rand after the basketball game we went to the Pantages Th eatre, a whole

group of us, a whole group of boys, then they divided me out and every

body else go sit down stairs, and they put me upstairs, see. I had the

WSC hat on and all the rest of them had the same thing and we all went

together.

SS: Who did that? The man that ran the theatre?

ML: Yeah. Pantages himself, the old man, what do you call it?

MLL: Are you sure it was Pantages, himself?

ML: Yeah. Yeah, he did that all the time that way. They're all that way.
used to

In the barbershop it.be that way, too.

SS: Then you couldn't go in a barbershop to get a haircut?

ML: You can't get a haircut, only the crummy ones. Certain, what you call
high class barbershops

it? first class barbershops-^ you can go to the hole-in-the corner.

SS: Was that true in Pullman and Moscow, too?

ML: No, Pullman and Moscow are not that way, no. I can say that; they're

not that way. Walla Walla was that way. Yeah.

MLL: Walla Walla was?

ML: Yes, Walla Walla was that way, yes.

SS: Did they ever tell you when you were at college, say, like did they let

you know that you shouldn't go to the social events with the other kids?

Did they tell you?

ML: No, they don't say anything, anyway. As far as that^ concerned, the Chi

nese people are not very- what you call it? You have to kind of drag

them if you want them to go, especially the first time.pU'M&A to dr ag

them the first time, because they hate to go there and feel like I went

to that church that time. They asked us many times to go to that church.



ML/MLL
16

That's why you went. And then I finally went, then when you got to

that point, then you don't feel good and then you don't go any more.

That's how it is. Chinese people are very, very, what you call it-

it isn't like the colored people now days. Colored

people nowdays, oh, boy, they fight for their right, in a way I don't

blame them for fighting for their rights. But never the less sometimes

they go to the other extreme, too. Go to the other extreme.

So what they did in a way, they lumped all people that weren't white

in one class. One group.

Yes, that right, They call it colored people. Strictly not black, but

all the Asiatics and all the other people outside of the whites. The

Caucasians. Indians would be the same thing. If the Indian boy go to

school, the same thing, land up in the same place where I would be.

Did you like the Cosmopolitans? Was it enjoyable? Would you take part
in it?

No I didn't take too much part in it, because I had to work most of the

time. No, there are certain Cosmopolitans that only goes with a group

themselves. And there's a few teachers that are very much interested

in foreign students. There are very few of those.

And then there's one or two American, white people that the Cosmopolitans-

(both talking together- can't separate this)

SS:

ML;

SS

ML:

MLL:

ML:

MLL:

Like the group. Yeah, there's a few, there's a few.

The CosmopolitanjKdoesn't mean all color you know. You know, it mean

everybody. So there's usually one or two students that probably already

befriended some of the other- some of the older students, you know, and

they like the Chinese and so they want to join that group, too, you see.

SS: Were there any blacks in that group at that time?

At that time, there wasn't any blacks, at all, in the schools.MLL:
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SS : Warp mnsf- nf 1-Unrm ~ i _ - , . , °

ML:

SS:

ML:

SS:

ML:

Were most of these people going to beingAback to Asia?
Yeah, most of 'em, most of 'em, are, yeah. At that ^ z ^ ^

was only one black student when Iwas there. 'Course, at that time,
Pullman only had thirty-five hundred people, at that time. Thirty-two,
thirty-three, thirty-five hundred people, at that time. And, as far as
Unconcerned, Ithink they only had eleven Chinese people there. And
there was quite afew Filipino boys there. The Filipino boys because
they came in through the- what you call it? The Philippines.
There was afew there, Iimagine fifteen or twenty of those. But out
side that there isn't very many. The Indians, there was practically no
Indians over there at that time.

Did you develop many close friendships with the white Americans when you
were at Pullman?

Oh, Ihad some friends, yeah. Ihad the friends that went to school with
me in high school. Alot of my friends went to high school with me,
and when they graduated from Walla Walla, so they went up to Pullman.
You went the same time they did?

Yeah, yeah. We were all graduated the same class, only some of 'em move
up there. Yeah, Ihad some friends. Of course, when they go to the Uni
versity, the*, they diversed again, see. You take your course, and they
take their course, see. Then therefore they're at the age when the boys
date with the girls over there, see. We don't have any because we^ ^

an,Asiatic girls there at all. We ju8t don.t do anything. „" dld
work, that's all. That's why most of the Chinese- Asiatic students are
better students, because they got no place to go. They are better as a
student, because that's all they got to do is just to study, see. Al
though some of 'em are hard for them because they have to learn the lan
guage and learn the ways and learn- what you call it? As far as that >i
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MLL:

ML:

MLL:

SS:

concerned, I had a kind of hard time, too, because there are lots of

things Idon't know what they're talking about. And there are many

things in which American people have in their tome that^we donVtave
in our home, so when they're talking sometimes, Idon't know it- what

they're talking about. And then you have to look and all that and there
is a hindrance in all that way. In that respect.

In fact, when Mi came over here as a child his mother didn't come over

you know. His mother was one of those Chinese women, you know, that his

father didn't bring her over here, so his father just brought him over
here when he was six years old- six, seven years old.

At that time you couldn't bring 'em over, anyway. The woman.

No, they don't allow them over.

ML: No, they won't allow a woman to come over.

MLL: Let's see, in 1921-

In 1921 or '22 before they let-

MLL: Yeah, and when we came over; that's about one of the first )ears. Pret

ty first, when they allowed businessmerfjwife to come. If they are citi-
not

zens over here, they canning their wives over here. At that time

that's the law, Idon't know why, either. Now, you know, if you're a
citizen, no matter where your wife is, the wife get to come over here.

But at that^ime, as .far as Iknow, if you are acitizen you cannot bring
your wifeA . I think that's the law.

ML: Yeah, something like that.

SS: But he couldn't become a citizen

MLL: He have to be born here. He cannot become acitizen until 1943. No-
body can become a citizen.

When you were growing up in Walla Walla was there ever any times when

you had to stand up for your rights? Say you fought over it?
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«•= Oh, yes, there are certain times, especially when Iwas growing up at
that time. There was abunch of Russians in Walla Walla. What they
call Russians kids— Italian k-fdc. tt^*-„ .,,-in Klds- There are quite a lot of Italian

farmers and Russians. They got both of 'em.

MLL: Italians and Russians.

Russian town, they call the Russian town, and they got Italians, too,
, peoplethe Italian farmers. The Italian.sometimes, you kaov how kids^'they

don't know any better and they'll make fun of the Chinese people. And
the Russian poeple, too. The Russian kids, you know they think they're
white, and you know, they pick on the Chinese people. The Chinese people
there's only eight or ten of 'em, but the Chinese people they stick to
gether. When you get only justfc of 'em, they can lick the Russians,
they'll lick anybody that comes along, see. The kids can do that.
You mean you kids traveled in a gang?SS:

ML:

MLL:

ML:

p, no, you know, if they start picking then, you know, you don't need +c
Na gang in the playground. In the playground especially in the playground.
That's where ttey start the what you call it- in the playground. And
^y,m»k<M because the Chinese^ standing around, and because they
^'l:^' "^ d°n,t ^^ f°0tba11 - ^ *»'t Play anything like
that, so most of those, when they come over about ten, eleven year old,
then they come over, see. And they stand around and they wait for the
bell to ring and they go up there, see. So they do- the Russian kids
they pick on 'em trying to do something, but the Chinese people, when
one of 'em picks on the other one, then the other ones will jump in on it.
Help 'em out.

Help 'em out. So after they help 'em out, the one thing about it, the
teacher is always on the Chinese side. Always on the Chinese boys side.
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The Chinese boys are not the ones that start the things.
The teacher knows that-

Yeah, always on the Chinese boys side.

How would they start afight with you? Would they call the kids names?
First thing they call the kids names.^hey you throw things at 'em, you
know, they throw little rocks and they pick on you. Throw rocks at you.
Then if you throw back then they'll fight with you. Them b<'g bullies,
just like abig bull come along, they try to what you call it, you see
That's how they do it. The Russians^on the little kids; the smal
ler ones, you see. But the big ones will help the little ones out.

the Italians to come in?

The Italians farmers-

Did the Italians get after the Chinese boys?

Oh, yeah. They do. They'll call 'em aChink and^ll the other name,
what you call it- some names. And of course, it didn't take long before
we learned to call 'em Dagos, too, see. (Chuckles^So they would get ir-
ritatedon their mind, see] (Chuckles^

What about in high school? Were there kids, you think, didn't have any
thing to do with you? Didn't want to have anything to do with you, be
cause they were prejudiced or their parents were prejudiced.ln the schools?
No, no, high school was alittle bit better. High school, you know, the
high school, they get into agroup, you know. The wealth^families, their
kids, they get into alittle class amongst themselves, you know. They
run the thing, they do anything and then the people • are poor,' you
don't change clothes only once aweek, then you don't get up there with
them so you go down in alower class of oeoJ fT ^+"<U"J **•***•wer class, of people.k And, of course, the

upper class people got nothing to do with the lower class, especially
the Chinese people. Iwas the only Chinese boy there, but at that time
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I take ROTC, of course, at that time, I took ROTC and it was very good

that I took ROTC, because I had ROTC clothes to wear. Then I got clothes

just the same as they have. Everybody the same in uniform, in other

words, see.

You wore a uniform to school?

Oh, yeah. Yeah, you can wear your uniform to school. You have four
at Walla Walla,

years of ROTC.j^ Very good.

You wear it every day?

Yeah, you wore it everyday. Nobody say anything to you. So it's real

good that way, and I wore it every day.

You were the only Chinese boy in the high school at that time?

Uh-huh.

What happened to your friends there? Didn't they go on to high school?

Most of 'em finish the eighth grade, they quit, they go work. Their

parents don't believe in it.

How come you went?

My parents believe in it, that's all. My parent, he believed in edu

cation.

His father believed in it.

Yeah, my father believed in it- education- that's how come. My father,

as far as that's concerned- my father was the only Chinese man that edu

cate their daughter. My sister was a doctor, a M.D.. Everybody say he

was crazy to do that.

She's an M.D.? Over here?

No, no. She's in China. But everybody say he's crazy to do that, you

know.

Oh, yeah?

Because, after all little girls marry somebody else. In other words
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SS:

ML:

MLL:

SS:

ML:

ML^

ML:

MLL;

ML:

SS:

you're educating somebody's else's wife, see. Well, that's the way they
are. Lots of American people feel the same way. Lot of them do that.

How did your father feel about it? What was his answer to that?

He just believedin education for everybody, that's all. Yeah, he just

believed in education. He think it^be better off if everybody had an
education, you know, he believe that way.

That's the way my father felt, too.

Maybe he had a little more respect for his daughter then than some.

There are some, too. But we had another couple here; we had a Chinese

girl that graduated from Whitman College, she is aPhi Beta Kappa. She

vasjreal smart girl; she was the only Chinese girl that was graduated
from Whitman College at that time. What did she do? She couldn't get
a job.

She was younger than you.

No, she was above me. She was older than Iam. She couldn't get ajob.

The only job she ever got was selling noodles for her brother. She just
dW \\e*T2^ ^few years back.

Just two years ago.

^She was a very brilliant girl.

Was that because she was Chinese or because she was a woman that she
couldn't —

More than likely both.

KIn the first placej a woman and in the second place—

Yeah, that sright.A She's a brilliant girl. She can go teach or some

thing- right now, she can teach any place, but she didn't, she couldn't

get ajob. Oh, the world is different, it's changing, Iagree with you.

You, yourself- you figured- would you have been able to get engineering
jobs someplace if you had wanted to, or because you are Chinese, you
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couldn't then?

Icouldn't then anyway, because at that time engineers only seventy-
five dollars amonth, you can hire at that time. But first you had to
become a citizen, before you-

You had to be a citizen to be an engineer?

Yeah, and work in the United States with a project, you do.
Oh, to work for the government?

For anybody, unless you got enough money to be acontractor yourself.
And I didn't got that kind of money.

Then citizenship was required to be hired by a company?

Even go atransit for aroad. Even such simple thing for to hold aline

or hold arod or something. You have to become acitizen for any pro
ject. Even to go get agun to shoot asquirrel, you have to become a
citizen before you can have a gun to shoot a squirrel.

You know you have to be acitizen before you can have agun? Even to-
day. Today.

Even to shoot asquirrel; a.22 or something like that. Maybe aBB gun
you can get along alright.

You couldn't have been hired by the colleffo or h„ = i. •vy liib coixege or by a business or anything

to be an engineer?

No.

So is that the reason why you were looking and going back to China?

Yeah, at that time Iwas looking to go back to China because of that.

Go back and get ajob there, you know. But things are changing back
there. It don't look good, Ican see war coming, see. Ican see war
coming. Ican feel it in the air,^r coming. And every so often
they put propaganda, and they say, you guys do this. And every so of
ten there is propaganda; you do that. It wasn't too long until- I
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started— Japan was
came back '31-'32- the way in Manchuria".
You came back in '32, when they started.

Yeah, in Manchuria.

When you went over there, did you feel, yourself, more like an Ameri

can than like you belonged in China? You didn't know China very good
at the time.

No, you don't know China, but nevertheless, you do feel pretty good

because, you are amongst your own people, and your own people res
pect you. They'll say, "Mr. so-and-so." And always invite you when

anything special comes on; they invite you. Over here, no matter

what you are, you're not one of them, see.

They accepted you and they didn't feel like you were a foreigner?
No. No. When you're over there, in other words, you're more like a
aristocrat. You're like a doctor.

He's aUnited States graduate, you see. So he's better than alot of
the other people; the average people, even. Over there only the very
wealthy can go to college and go through college.

So, really that meant that you kind of moved up in the social class?
No doubt about that. No doubt about that.

Yes, only more wealthy people would invite him to their weddings.
The cultured people would do it, see. It's just the same thing here.
Only the wealthy people would do the same thing hfre.Jyou know. Cer-

<ktain people would do it, and certain people^ot, You feel
better because they respect you. Where ever you go they respect-you.
You're one of them.

You're one of them, see. Where here you come into a-

Alower type of people, right from the start when they come here.
You go into even-
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ML: Well, colored people, that's why colored people feel that way.

MLL: Well, even today when we register at the Hilton or at any of the bet-

•fejf class of hotels, you know, they look at you, you know, wonder

how could they afford a place like this. What is this - the one that

let the children go in free? What is it?

The Holiday Inns. Well, we were there in San Francisco and we stayed

at the Holiday Inn, like forty-nine, fifty dollars a room, you know

for just two people, and I see Negro people there, you know. Of

course, this one is right in Chinatown, you see. And that's where we

want to stop because we don't want to have to take a bus or take a

taxi every time we go into Chinatown, so we just stop right there, you

see. And we see— of course, most of 'em are Chinese anyway, and

least fifty percent, and fifty percent American people and very few

percentage Negro. Well, you just wonder, how could those people-

Negro people can afford, or Chinese people can afford. Of course,

only the wealthier people can travel, you know, and can afford a

fifty dollar a day hotel, you know. You can't do that 352 days a year.

And neither can we, but when we go, because of the convenience -

and that's besides we got on a deal anyway, you know; package deal,

which didn't amount very much to us, you know, because we buy the

whole package.

SS: Do you think that most of the people that were over here would have

wanted to go back home if they could? I mean, they would have pr e-

ferred to be back there because they would have felt more at home

there? If they could?

MLL: Yes, in the old days. In the old days they would because they do

feel better. They are among their own people and they can go just as
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You don't go to the top a 100%.A You get 75%.

As far as that concerned, even not too long ago, you try to get into

the Elks Lodge, you try to go into any of the lodges, they won't let
you in.

You can't go in there.

- no what you call 'em.

MLL: We told our friends, ^ •CA*Ht>t 30/* your clubj you know> The

Moose is nothing, you know, as far as the club's concerned. Maybe

the Elks- Well, as far as I'm concerned, you know, we don't join

the clubs anyway, because, you know, it's a social function- clubs.

And, well, if you don't drink and you don't smoke, you're kind of

out of it anyway. And we don't play golf. We don't bowl, you know.
So, we're not with that class of people.

SS: To do arestaurant business, though, that pretty much protected you
from that kind of stuff. You didn't have to depend on anybody else
for a job.

That's right. That's the reason we went into the restaurant at that
time.

That's the reason why there so many foreign people go into the restau

rant business. Have a little business of your own.

Yeah. Then you want your family in there together, see. That's the-

probably that's the only kind of business.

ML: The laundry-

The laundry and grocery store. Of course, in the bigger towns they

have other- through the department stores and you know, the Japanese
go into-
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ML: The Japanese better off than we are, you know.

MLL: I know the Japanese better off than we are. They have a—

ML: The government o^cf<*mt&r 4V"t~ "H^ 3^/ot-e ^op/*. o**/ come, ,N.

MLL: As long as the Japanese authorities let them out of Japan, they can

come in.

ML: Yeah, and then if you do something- what you call it?- the Japanese

Ambassador will jump right on your tail bone. The Chinese^are not

that way. Thfr*. ««*-'t

MLL: Well, I think in the first place, we're not the kind that would jump

on anybody's tailbone, anyway, you know, unless we're pushed so hard

that we have to fight back. We're more of a mild temper people any

way. And we just kind of let things take its course, you know, in

a way. We try to do the best we can under the circumstances, but we

don't try to fight too much with the circumstances.

SS: Your friends, like the ones that were in Baker, for instances. Baker

is a town that had a pretty bad reputation in the early days in some

of the stuff that happened with Chinese miners. I know, it was really

rough. I was just wondering, do you think that they were as well ac

cepted in a place like Baker?
ML: Afterwards.

MLL: Oh, yes. This is in the late years, you see. This is in our time.

I would say she's about eight years older than Mi is, you see; five

to eight years, so you see she just passed away a couple of years ago.

And she never did very much with her education. That is, she didn't

get a chance to do it.

ML: She had to run a restaurant, too. She was selling noodles for a -U^rl( '

Saleslady- selling noodles to the Chinese places all through

the Northwest.

SS: Did she live in Baker at that time?



ML/MLL

ML:

MLL:

ML:

MLL:

ML:

MLL:

ML:

MLL:

ML:

MLt

SS:

ML:

MLL:

SS:

ML:

SS:

28

No, she was here afterwards. Yes, she was in Walla Walla. She was

really a Portland girl. She was in Portland.

I thought she was a Walla Walla girl.
Portland.

No. ^She graduated from Whitman College.

I know, but I thought that was because she lived there.

Because at that time Whitman College was considered one of the better

schools. And she graduated from there.

Well, of course, you know, I mean, a few things didn't just come right

with her either, you know. Oh, circumstances and maybe she didn't

take opportunity when opportunity was there, and it was too late, or

whatever. You know.

Oh, I think partly because- she was so well educated, so much above

the other people that the average Chinese people was afraid of her.

Because she's so much more free-

Chinese man-

Oh, yeah, that's right, W4£ Icok/Aia for a wife.

Who could marry-^ Marriageable . Was afraid of her.

Afraid to court her.

She was too smart?

Yes.

She was the first Chinese girl that was graduated from Whitman. And

I think I'm about the first one graduated from here, as far as I know.

There might have been some before, but as far as I know, I think I

was the first one here.

That didn't scare you off, because she was well educated.

No, but that was earlier than that, you see. There wasn't too many

Chinese—

She didn't marry?
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No, no. She never married and she just went to work for- well- let's

see you graduated in '29- she graduated in 1920. I would

say '20 or '21, '22. Well, and another thing, too, maybe she was not-

You say she was born in Portland?

Yeah. She was born in Portland.

Well, then-

Your sister.

TheyNlike that. Like Marjorie- brothers and sisters they did real

well in Seattle, because they citizens- they'a^draftsman W/^A? Th*-
L/ty ef \)t*ri-le*

She could have, but she didn't.

Oh, I don't know. A girl a little bit different.

In '22 or '23-

A girl a little different, see.

Yeah they do. If they don it find anybody over here that they like to

marry they would go back to marry. Especially the students that have

a scholarship. They would be- you know- they must go back, you see

and find work over there, and home and family.

If you went back and married then, would you be able to bring your
wife back over here?

No, you stay there.

That is rough.

Yeah, that is rough. Oh, every so often they change- well, course,

A'43, they have changed- I mean, we can become citizens.

That s when Mi^first become citizen. Although he's been here ever

since 1907, and I've been here ever since 1920. We were not able to
until then.
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SS: I was going to ask you about that- a little bit about the restaurant

and running it: And I was wondering, was the Chinese food very popu

lar at that time?

MLL: No, it was not popular. Chinese food not become popular until after

the Second World War. Until after our boys come back from overseas,

especially from Korea and the other countries, you know. And naybe

some of 'em marry^Asiatic woman, and so they learned to like Chinese

food over there, and naturally when they come back here, they do like

the Chinese food more .

SS: So you didn't serve Chinese food then?

MLL: Very little.

SS: Was it American food?

MLL: Mostly American food. Yes. And, you see, so in order to compete with

the other restaurants, we had to either serve better prepared meals,

a little bigger portions or cost a little bit less. And, the only way

we survived was because we work a little bit harder and a little bit

longer hours; quite a bit longer hours, in order to survive with the

rest of the restaurants.

SS: Did you give bigger portions for less money? Or what did you do?

MLL: We did.

ML: You do, you do, thatxpart of it.

MLL: You can still always go into a Chinese restaurant and get a better

portion, and well, I would say, not all the cooks, that is the hired

help, but most of the smaller restaurants, the owners do their own

cooking and serving. And where you have that you have better quality

food and better seasoned food, you know. Well, naturally, you would

be more interested in your own living. While hired help doesn't have

to be interested, you see. All they're interested in is putting in
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so many hours for their wages. Whether you have business or not you

have to take care of that part of it.

How many hours did you work usually in a day?

In ^ day$? We usually work sixteen hours.

Twelve, fourteen, sixteen hours is nothing. Sixteen hours on Sat

urdays sometimes, because by the time you get the drunks out of there,

then we have to clean up, and then wash the dishes and do like that.

Saturday was a rough old day.

Well, twelve hours is our normal hours. So, if the other restaurant

owners only work eight hours, you see, well, we got the four hours

in there, so we should make a living just as good as they do. And

we do have to. And so, for fourteen hours, ." " .hours is not

rare.

Was that hard for you to work so much? To adjust to?

No. Because I been used to it. I'd been used to it ever since I

was sixteen years old.

You started when you were sixteen?

I was helping my father and mother.

You get used to it, just like anything else, you get used to it.

After all, sixteen hours in those days weren't busy like you rushed,

you know, you always have in the afternoon a quiet time.^ In the
two, three hours —'" <v Cut3 ^

afternoon you have a quiet time so you can sit down and have
A

coffee, rest your legs or anything you want to. Then you have (tptttWHtf»«

And get your lunch, you know.

That way. Course, if you open up and it'just like an assembly line

for sixteen hours, you couldn't do it.

No. But we spent sixteen hours- fourteen, fifteen, sixteen hours

in the restaurant.

Six days a week?
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Seven days a week.

All Seven?

Seven. You don't have any day off in those days; those were quite

a while ago.

Seven days a week. Well, you know, even our children, as close as

they know us and as close as we are to them, you know, they still

couldn't believe some of the hard times that we had when we first

start. I mean, our children, they know— well, of course later in

the later years, we didn't have to work that long, you know. We take

it a little bit easier, you see. Well, in the first place you have

to, as you get older, past thirty-five, you have to take it a little

bit easier. You cannot be in a place sixteen hours without a little

bit of rest. So, Mi takes a split shift, you know, he would go

home and rest for about a half an hour iTo forty-five minutes where he

could really have quiet and maybe at least rest your muscles

you know. When you first do it, you know, your leg muscles ache-

that is in the restaurant business, in the waitress job, especially,

where you run back and forth like that. And of course, the cook's

job, you have to stand in one spot, and we have cement kitchen and

with rubber mats on top, but it^ still hard. If you just stand any

place, even on a rug for, you know, fourteen, fifteen hours a day,

it still hard.

Did you have your doubts when you were first in the business, doubts

about being able to make a go of the restaurant?

No. We didn't have any doubts at all. Because my father had a res

taurant there when he was in Walla Walla, and he learned quite a few

things, you know, from it. We used to make our own tamales and our

own chili and anybody knows how to make those, knows it's tedious
N



ML/MLL

SS:

MLL:

SS:

MLL:

33

work- job. And Chinese food is a tedious job, because everything is

cut fine, you know, celery, onion and mushrooms and all and bamboo

shoots and water chestnuts, they're all cut fine. And that takes

time. In the old days we could not afford to have slicers, you

know, and like mushrooms and stuff, you can't do it anyway with a
slicer.

Did you serve any Chinese food on the menu?

Oh, yes, we had Chinese food and American food both. But very lit

tle Chinese food, because right along, oh, from years back there

always have been noodles and fried rice and chop suey. You see, and

those have always been favorites, but now they have so many different

kinds. They have the pressed ducks, and soya chicken and almond chic

ken and all of that, you see, and shrimps and so on and so forth.

Was that a real Chinese style of cooking, that you did at that time?

Well, they say chop suey is not a Chinese dish. It is a Chinese dish.

°nly'^ve We PUt ln afew thin§s now like b^boo shoot; there are
many^types of bamboo shoot- Imean, in different sauces. There is a

bamboo shoot that is very pungent. You could smell it all over the

restaurant. There is a Chinese bamboo shoot that is not so pungent,

Imean. The Chinese people like to put something like that in it,

because they are accustomed to eating it, and so they know that the

American people are not used to eating that, so they don't put that

in there, but they know what onion is, they know what celery is, and

they know what bean sprouts are- well, bean sprouts have to be brought

to the attention of the American people. That's another new thing.

And all these variations and squid and abalone and all this stuff you
know. Well, in the old days probably, some of the American people-

"Abalone, -oh, yuk." You know like that see. Well, Chinese people
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have that for years, and so they know what abalone^is. And many
of the younger people who don't know what squid is'.'fwho want, to eat
ameal with squid?" You know, ohhhh, they think about the claw, you
know, and the -^fed« . Well> they ^ ^ ^ _^.^
it is. You have to know those things. So, chop suey- it is: a
Chinese dish, it's just that we leave out some of the things and we
add some of the things that the American people are used to. And
then noodles, you have spaghetti and you have macaroni- well, noodles
is the Chinese- it's asmaller^ ,you know of spaghettl.
But you knew that you wouldn't have any trouble- or that you'd be
able to make a decent living there?

We knew that if we work hard we can make adecent living.
Make a living, not a decent living, for a long time.

Aliving, yes. During the Depression^just- well, in fact, like
Isay, we owe money to, you know- well, I'm sure other restaurants
do to, because if we do it, Iknow other people will do it just as
well. We owe some money to the cooks and we owe some money to some
of the waitresses. So, Imean for three months- wait until the bet-

During the
ter months come, you know. Ŝummertime is our better months and du
ring the wintertime when the snow is on the ground, less people go
out to eat, you know because they have to keep their home warm any
way, so they might just as well cook alittle food at home. So they
don't go out to eat. Well, during the wintertime^fhave to tell the
People that we have to owe them the money, and they have to wait-un
til summer come until we can make it before we pay them back their
wages, see. We have no trouble of our workers trusting that we would
pay them.

Did you employ many people then to help you when you first started?
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Not too many. We always have employees, yes. And Ialways tried to
have university students who needj ajob. Oh, we used to have some of

the best boys to help us, you know, scrub the floors and wash windows

and help with the dishes and peel potatoes and things. We don't have

potato paste and all that stuff then, we used real potatoes, you

know, Imean they have to do all that. And they were glad to have a

job. And we still have contact with some of those workers that we

used to have ^ears ago. Just the other day- last year -we saw some

down there at Rexburg. And he's apharmacist now and we remember him
because he was one of the fellows we like very much.

Did you try to employ Chinese people when you could, who needed work?

No. No. Not too many Chinese people would like to come to a small

town like this. The Chinese men don't like to come to a town where

there is nothing socially for them. In the bigger towns like Seattle,
San Francisco, Portland, you know, they have other members, you know,
that they can go to the clubs to play cards, whatever- when their

work is done, but here in Moscow, they don't have that, you see, so
not too many single men would come over. And family people- we

couldn't afford to pay enough for aman to- for afami^af that time.
But we usually tried to- of course, having Chinese food and American

food, we always tried to- you know, we do have to have somebody who
knows^to cook Chinese food there all the time, too. But we have Am
erican cooks who have been with us many, many years.

Who cook Chinese food, too?

No. No.^just American food. And now, like noodles and things- well,
we have the noodles ready, we have the pork all ready for him to

slice, you know, and all he have to do is very little. He can do

that, see, you know. Yeah, the final stages. He can do that. Just
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to dish it up, like you say.

SS: Did your kids help in the business with you, when they were growing
up?

MLL: Yes. They all help.

SS: When did they start helping?

MLL: Oh, they start as soon as they can do anything. Like about six years

old. They can peel onions, and strip the celery, and peel potato,

and even^summtr time they can peel fruit. Because in the old

days we used to do a lot of stewing the fresh fruit, when the fruit

was cheaper, you see, than the canned fruit. And as soon as they can

do any work they help. And, of course, the younger ones help with

less hours, you know, and less work and what ever they can do. That's

why the girls usually work out in the dining room and the boys work

in the kitchen. But the boys have worked in the dining room, too.

And the girls have worked in the kitchen, too. So they know, oh,

the ups and downs of both the kitchen and the dining room. So now,

even when the girls are teachers they still, you know, can work in the

restaurant£,

SS: Iwas thinking too, when you raised your kids, do you feel that you

raised them more in the old country traditional way, or in the Ameri

can way?

MLL: No. More modem; more modern than traditional, because I had been

over here since I was ten years old and had contacts, you know, with

the American ways. And most of my friends in town here or around

me are American people, so I see what they're doing. And our child

ren go play with other children, too, you know, and they have contact

with more American people than Chinese people, so I think they're

raised more in the American tradition than the Chinese.
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But it sounds like still the working and the helping the family is

something that a lot of the youngsters don't do.

Yes.

Don t^as much as your kids probably did.

Yes. That; yes. I agree with you. But then, you know, some of the

older people, like in my age, you know, they're children worked pret

ty hard, too. Like farm people.

That's true.

Well, we're just like^ people that work on a farm; first they go

pick eggs up, you know, when they're four, five years old, and then

gradually work up to doing more and more and more things.

What about the values of the kids, like, honesty and those things

that are really important things. Did you feel that was the parent's

place to teach the kids those?

I think it's the parents' place to teach the children and not leave

it all to the teachers, because the teachers do not have time to teash

thefts the basics in school. They have twenty-seven children-

each class- why you only have one child at a time- like I say, and

we teach them a little bit more and I do believe that women should

stay home if they possibly can. And I don't like to see a woman out

side of the home because I think that is one of the faults that we

have in the United States today. Where the children are as they are,

the teenagers do things because they have too much time to waste, be

cause when they go home there's no mother there. There's nobody"*to

answer to, so why should they go home? Sometimes the children are

home and even the parents are not home.

But you yourself had to work when your kids were growing up.

But we don't expect our children to work as hard as we did.
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SS: But I mean, you had to work, just don't expect your kids to, yeah.

MLL: Well, I expect them to work, but actually, we give them more time.

they

I think that's one thing that Mi and I feel, that should have a

little more time for their studies than we did at the time. And

maybe just a little bit more time to have a little bit more social

contact with other people, too. Well, I don't regret it, because-

well, we did work pretty hard, you know, but it did not injure our

health in any way. You have to give up something in order to get

something else.

SS: So your daughters are teaching now, they're not going to be staying

at home that much when they teach, do they? I mean, they have to be

out there in the classroom all the time.

MLL: Yes. But the only daughter that has a home now is my oldest daughter.

And every chance she get$ why, she trj to stay home. And, of course,

since she has three children now, I ve been uring her to not teach

anymore and stay home more. But she says; she feels that teaching-

she enjoys teaching so much that she has to give up some of her en

joyment with the children. But she does have good help with her child

ren. She has good babysitters for them when they're young, and they

go to nursery school and .they go to kindergarten, and now one is in

kindergarten, one's in nursery school, one's with a babysitter. So

with all that and my son-in-law has his own business so part of the

chores of raising the children falls on his hands, too, and he has
she

some time to do that. 'Course, when goes so early in the morning

and'^bn't come back until in the evening, see, she's teaching at

Deary; so all day long there's no contact with her at all, except

Saturday and Sunday. But she feJJLs that she enjoy teaching, though,

she won't give up teaching.
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I had read that in the early days when the Chinese women were over

here, they very seldom went out in public at all. That's the way I

read it. Is that true?

Yes. That's in the very old days. Those are the real old days.

That was the custom.

Gradually they are becoming more modernized. When they cut off their

hair, you know. When they're allowed to have bobbed hair, well,

then things beginning to gradually change.

When do you think the discrimination started to end, or to really

change, so that you could see that it wasn't as bad.

After the Second World War, would you say?

The one that really did it, is the colored people.

That started it.

That really started pushing it, see. The American public wouldac-

cept the Chinese more than they would accept the colored people.

So that would be back in the '50's when they started this Civil Rights

thing-

After the Second World War.

That when it really started. We could see achange.^It is a change

for the better, really it is. In away, I don't- the colored people

did have it wrong; so did the Indians. The Indians did, too, they

had the bad end of it.

They still have— some of the Indians are really bad off.

Yeah, the Chinese, we got the bad end, but we're a very patient people.

We can adapt ourselves to either way. We can adapt ourselves. We

can - the Chinese people go into Africa to make a living just as well

as they can go out here and the Lapwai out here- I'll bet the Chi

nese can go down in the Indian village and make a living, where a

white man couldn't.
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Yeah, yeah, off the Indians. We're a lot more flexible in lots of
ways that way.

Well you know, in looking at the very early days when things were

really rough, and maybe even up to when you were alittle kid, I

would think that a lot of people worked up a lot of resentment and

then they'd come back from China, let's say, they must have had some

pretty awful stories about the United States. What kind of place it
was, for Chinese people.

ML: The Chinese people say the United States, it's agood/^to make
aliving. Because your money- in old days, it was your money, your

exchange- The American money exchange for Chinese money, it was five

or six to one. So if you take a dollar here, you got six dollars

over there. Course, where it was six dollars it only cost you two

dollars to live over there, you save four, see. So you have that

exchange, see. But if the guy comes over here and spends a dollar,

like^lot of 'em do, no advantage at all, because you can live in China
just as well as you can live here.

Sounds like agood place to make aliving, but not agreat place to
live.

ML: In the old days- in the old times, they had ahard time, you know.
The laboring people get after the Chinese people-

Mi and Marie are talking loudly at the same time-

MLL: In the books, you know, they say the least little injustice they-felt
why, they'd go and shoot 'em.

Mi and Marie again talk at the same time.

SS: In that reading that Iwas doing- how much the American labor move
ment was against the Chinese.

^L: Well, they still are. Aren't they?
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No, they're not so bad.

No, not against the Chinese. But the labor movement- some of the

movementA not very good.

Oh, yeah, they're bound to be that way. It will be along, long time

before all men are created equal. It will be a long, long time.

Talking about what it was like in Walla Walla- there was one thing

Ididn't^ask you about before, but Iwas thinking about it. All

those men there, and virtually no women at all, were there some pro
stitutes in Walla Walla?

Oh, yeah. In Walla Walla at that time they had a whole street of

prostitutes. One block was full of saloons and one block was-

Hey, wait a minute; Chinese prostitutes?

No Chinese.

No, no, no.

I think there was one, maybe.

Maybe just one once in awhile that comes in. But the American pros

titutes, there was lots of 'em. Right in back of Chinatown there used

to be two blocks full of saloons and prostitutes.

Well, would they take Chinese money?

Oh, yeah. Oh, yes, sure they take Chinese money. In fact Iwould

say, they preferred Chinese money because the Chinese^are more gentle.
They don't get half drunk and then try to slug agirl or something like
that, you know.']! \m<i^at -fW Wcold ^Pf**> •+*'them.

You mentioned that with really poor families in China, aman coul'd

wind up selling his daughter.

Oh, yeah.

Yeah, they do, they do, sell the daughters, yeah.

That went on?
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Oh, yes. Well, some of them sell their daughters just for servants.

Ev@n average family can buy a servant. And they raise them, you know,

and they treat them pretty nice. But, she had no wages to save for

herself and when she get to be marriageable age-

Marry 'em off.

Of course, they don't get the best of things, you know, but then they
are treated pretty nice.

Of course, that dependson the person. Just like anybody else?1'Like
K

the colored people. You know the slaves down there - the person owner

*^treat you good the same as the little girls here. As far as

that;6concerned,most of the average Chinese people in China, lots of
them got a little money, they do raise a little girl. Then she does

the cleaning up and help.

Raise her in the family?

Yes, right with the family. She eats with the family.

Yeah, same time; same place, you know.

She works in the house?

Yes.

Yes, 4. !°+ o-f -Vheoi go to school, too.

Allow her to go to school.

Except they don't adopt the name.

They don't get any of the money of the-

She still might have parents-

Oh, yeah. Yeah.

You see you buy the child from her parents. And she still keeps her
own name.

She keeps her own name.

'j,If the master wants to give the name, which is very unusual, they
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don't usually give them their name, you know. But they raise 'em,

and as soon as they ready to be able to work maybe about ten years

old; eight or nine, ten year old, you know, and then maybe^they like
the girl, nice family, and the family maybe is poor, you know, and

they want to help them out, maybe this family has about six or eig;;ht

children, you know- but they never sell their boys, no matter how

hard up they are, they don't sell their boys. They sell the girls.

And they just sell them and have nothing else to do with them. The

other family can do whatever they want to do with agirl. And they

sell some of them,A the beautiful girls, they sell them into

pros~itiv;ion, too.

Well, these girls that are sold to a family, would they have a chance

to make a marriage?

Oh, yes, they have a chance to make a good marriage. As good as

their master's family can get ahold of—

The master would like, if the girl has been very nice ., .

Yes, the master would try to get the best. But, of course, she couldn't

get a well-to-do son, you know, because the master's own daughters
n , , . more

would be marrying into a better home and more wealth, andvou know.

Do you think that continued like, say in the big towns, like in San
N

Francisco?

MLL: No.

KLL:U<^°lqual- well, you know what Communists is- everybody equal. You have
to work. If you're able to work, you have to work for your meals.

Did your mother say- did she live pretty well in China because of the

money that your father was making over here? That he could send back

some. Did that men she could live pretty good?

SS:
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Well, she,Just average. Yes, she lived pretty good. Yeah. Iwould

say she lived about sixty, seventy percent above the fifty percent

mark. Because the trouble with China it used to be that only about

eight or ten percent rich and then all the ninety percent was prac
tically-more and more poor. There is no middle in there.

Then your father, he could definitely do alot better here than he
could there?

MLL: Yeah. Thatfwhy he had to give up his wife and the companionship of
his wife in China to come over here and make aliving.

SS: You told me that he went back once to live for awhile, then came
back here again. Did he get to go back there often to see her?

ML: No- He^only been twice, that's all

MLL: Nhe can go back as often as he wants to, if he has the money to,
and if he's willing to spend the money. If his father had more money,
you know, he would have gone oftener. But because it costs for the

fare and then wK,i. hc't, over there, he would be losing his wages
over here, you see and beheading over there for his part, you know.
And he being over here from the United States and going back there, he
will have to help some of the poor, maybe ^ve them fifty cents or a
dollar, because he was able to do alittle bit better than his neigh
bor... So he have to help out his neighbor and give him adollar or so,

you see?

SS: That cost some money, too.

That cost money. And you know, when anybody coming back from over
seas ., you don't know how many relatives you have really, because

everybody', related. Maybe some are closer, maybe some are
farther, see. They're all your relatives.

Fixed, as far as how well off they were when they went back as com-
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ML:

SS:

MLL:

SS:

MLL:

SS:

MLL:

pared to the other people there uoro <-uP Pie tnere. Were they m pretty good shape?
Oh, they were better than- ttQii *.uthan well, they were better than average Chinese
People over there. Yes. But they were Just average over here. They
didn't have to^much, but witfe the money exchange, what money they
did have, *«** exchangedinto Chinese money, they did pretty well
They were able to build some apartment houses in Nankin^which was a
very thriving city at that time, in 1933. And they did very well un
til the Japanese come in, and then everything's gone now. They have
nothing whatsoever left, because tte™*""^ took

•i and took over after that.

They went back, after the Japanese War, they went back for ashort
time and they were okay until 1949, until Communists come in. And
then whatever rent they have, have to be given away to the government.
And they were able to live in their own home for nothing, and Just
enough from their rent to survive a a ,.survive. And whatever Jewelry they have —
ever had- has been taken over.

Do you think that they were opposed to Communism?
Oh, no. Everybody had to give up that.

Imean, do you think, your parents, accepted Communism?

« as long as they're there. And they did until my mother came out
» I960 and my dad came out in 1962. So now they're in Honolulu.
Do you think they were very glad to get out of China?
Oh, yes! They were very elad T„ r ..very glad. In fact, they were so glad that they

* they have to be separated. So in 1960 us four children who were
over here, one in Sydney, Australia; three children over here in the
United States and one ovPr i-u^ • aover there m Australia, we all worked for their
getting out of Communist China a„,i -, . ,China. And we applied for both of them to
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them to come out. And also my mother-in-law too, my husband's mother

to come out. They were three. They were all old; in their seventies

and nineties. And only my mother was allowed out in I960 to see us

in Hong Kong, just for a week then. So she stayed out and she waited

in Hong Kong until 1962. Finally when the people figured that my

mother snot^coming back anyway, they say, well, my father's getting

older now, maybe they'll just let him come out, too. So they allow

him out in 1962. And so, because- us three children^over here and
my folks had been over here for years, my father had been over here

since 1910- since 1910 and they had never done anything wrong. Had

always been good citizens, they were allowed to come back over here.

'Course, there was alot of red tapejand we had to have many affida-

vits and many people help out, you know^for us to get them over here.
Why did they really want to get out? What was their objection?

They were not free. That's reason enough. They were not free to do

anything. And everything you have- anything you have-,ever have will
A

have to be given to the government and share with everybody else.

Where you work your lifetime, you know, and have been thrifty and work

hard in your younger years, and then you get alittle bit saved up

in your old age, in your seventies, and then have everything taken

away from you, except for just existence, you know, that isn't very

free, you know. All your jewelry's gone- well, whatever- they didn't

have too much, you know, but whatever they had, it was all gone. My

mother came out with fifty cents, and my father without anything.

She just had enough- my mother had just enough money to come to see

me in a rickshaw. Fifty cents.

The way that you and Mi described the conditions in China, though

before, like the old days, it sounds like you could have hardly cal-

SS:

MLL:

SS:
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led the people free at that time either. Most everyone was poor.

MLL: At that time, if you are willing to work hard you can make a living,

but not a good living. You can make a living, but I would say the

majority have a subliving condition. Over fifty percent. I would

say, even seventy percent. And the rest, well, sixty-five or so and

maybe twenty percent in the medium class,wdcre. you can have a busin

ess of your own or work in the higher wages bracket, you know. In

the lower wage bracket, you just barely make enough. Not enough to

send your children to school, maybe, but the poor ones, many of 'em

starve to death. But you have a choice. You can talk as you want tOi

you can go to church if you want to, you can go visit your family if

you want to ±f_ you have the money to go. You are free to do as you

want. But when Communists come in you're not free to go anyplace.

You have rice rationing. And your relative cannot take you in because

they cannot afford to feed you on their own rice ration, see. And

when you leave your home, you have to tell the authorities where you

are going and how many days you're going to be there and when you are

going to come back. And you cannot go to church. They don't have a

church. They don't allow you to have a church. They do not allow

you to have any meeting with more than three people. You can't even

have a meeting in your own home with your own relatives. There is

nothing. But, for everybody, 100% of the people, they have enough to

eat, and they dopjif have to die of starvation. Nobody have to die

of starvation. The poor and . the sick, they are given

food. The able, they have to work for their food and so much cloth

ing, you know. They get so many yards of goods. You make so many,

maybe one or two outfits a year, whatever. And very dull colors.

You can only wear, I think, four colors; black, white, grey and brown,

I think. We as a tourist go in there, we can go in if they let us in,
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and we're allowed to bring so much cloth in for our relatives. And

one new bicycle and one new wrist watch and one old wrist watch and

give it to your relatives. And then that's all checked, because

when your relatives wear a new wrist watch, authorities want to know

where they come from. Because if your relatives didn't give it to

you, you must have stole it from somebody. And if you stole anything

you are punished. But everybody!equal. There is nothing to steal.

And if you lost something, you forget something, you drop something,

they pick it up and give it back to you, or put it in the lost and

found so that you can go back there and get it.

SS: Well, so you figure then that for most people it's good? What's

happened?

MLL: Yes.

You think it's maybe harder on your parents because the life they had

and because they'd been in America and other places and they had had

a chance to taste more luxury?

Yes, that right. More luxury. And for the rich people that had been

in China, they are pretty badly off. All the real rich and the real

wealthy and real important figures; they**all killed.
A

SS: Killed?

MLL: Killed. Yes. The headmen of everything js killed. Most intelligent

people; better educated, unless you hurry up and tell them that you

believe in that. But many, many millions have been killed. Even

my mother-in-law, she didn't do anything wrong, but she sold a piece
pottery.

of ten years before that, you know, and they wanted to know

where that money is. They want that money. She say, "Well, I been

living for ten years, how could I have any monev?" So they knock

her out and she lost ' front teeth in her eighties.

SS

MLL:
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SS: Red army?

MLL: Authorities. Uh-huh.

SS: I wanted to ask you too about the contact that you kept with the

Chinese friends around here. And I was wondering- do you feel that

through the years you've kept a fairly close contact with the other

Chinese people in the area?

MLL: Uh-huh. Oh, yes. With the friends that we have very close to us

here. We go visiting; all the restaurant people, you know, in Lewi-

ston, Pullman and Colfax and Othello and Moses Lake. And 'course,

we do more than other people do, you know, because we're retired

now and we can go and come as we please. But every so often if some

body get married- I mean their children get married, you know, we

all gather someplace. Just last month we were all in Spokane at—

Tommy's second boy got married; we were all invited for a Chinese

dinner there. We were invited to their wedding down in Los Angeles

too, but it too far so Mi and I didn't go, but some of the people

went. And then , but for this part of the country where the friends

couldn't go to Los Angeles, and they have a feast down there, too

after the wedding reception and then they have a dinner, nice dinner,

for the couple, you know. And the friends all, you know, down there

invited down there, and then so, the friends up here didn't get a

chance, then he invite us over here. And last year we were invited

to Othello when their oldest daughter was married. And so, you know,

all our friends when their daughters or sons marry, if there is a

b$<^ wedding and a big dinner, all the people around here are invited.

But the thing is, most of these around Moscow are all Engs and we're

the only Lews, but we were very glad that we were invited to all the

Engs affairs, anyway. And our Lews are a small family, and so we
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don't have too many. Most of our relatives now- Idon't have any

relatives in Spokane, what we had are gone already. My cousins at

Washington Noddle Cafe in Spokane, they all died.

SS: Washington-?

Washington Noddle Cafe. That was there for years. And now their

children are all- they went to Washington State and some went to

University of Seattle and then they all scattered. Some went to New

York to do their thing and some went to San Francisco; some went to

Los Angeles, you know, all different places. They are my cousins,

see. My uncles are all dead. Of course, my father outlived them

all, you see. They die in their sixties and my father is eighty-six

now. My mother is eighty-seven. So he is one of the few that out

lived most of our relatives. And then Mi's relatives are over in

Seattle or on the Coast. Whenever we go to the Coast, we go to

Seattle and stop there and we stop at Pasco; we have friends there

at Pasco and Walla Walla, where Mi's from, you know. And we go there,

we still have a very_ good friend down there; just one left now.

And now his son and children are running the farm down there now.

Course, he's still there, but, he just look around, you know, not

doing- doing very little work. Whatever he can do, he'll do.

Are the Engs that are around here and your friends, have they been
here for many years?

MLL: Yes.

ML&

SS:

SS:

MLL:

The ones in Lewiston have been there for a long time.

Yes. These people, you know Tommy Eng been over there Iknow about

since 192- I think he went to high school in '24, '25, somewhere

around there. Mi was working for his father, Tommy Eng's father when

he was a freshman &fc Washington State in '25.

SS: In Pullman?



HL/MLL
51

MLL: In Pullman.

SS: At the-?

MLL: At the Oriental, uh-huh. And then Freddie, who was with him there

went to Colfax for a while and now he's move over there to Othello.

So, we go in contact with them quite a bit whenever we go to Seattle
we always stop there.

SS: Where does Tommy Eng live now?

Tommy Eng is still in Pullman. Now, he has three sons; two of his

sons are over there in Pullman with him. One son wanted to stay

down there in Los Angeles. They all graduated from universities
did

I think Kenny, the oldest one, too, but I'm not sure. But he has

been with his father a long time and now the second boy is with his
father now.

MLL:

SS:

MLL:

MLL:

Are these the people those that you consider the closest friends,
the Engs and the others.

Well, they are the friends, yes, very close. And, of course, we are
fay

very close to -and Susie, down here at the new Hong Kong. They

bought our place, of course, you know, and practically every day we

went down there you know, and we'd have coffee. And when they are

busy, we beat it, and then when they're not busy we stop and ^ and
sometimes she make something extra special and she send one of the

kids up with it, you know. Sometime when Imake agood banana nut

bread or something, I bring one down to her, you know.

SS: How long have they lived here?

MLL: Them?

SS: Yes.

They been around- they're from Walla Walla originally, and then over

to Colfax and work for Pete Eng. That's acousin of Tommy Eng in
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the Oriental. And then he is the uncle of Yik over here at the

Chinese Village. Poy is the uncle there.

SS: P°y is the one that owns the Hong Kong.

MLL: The new Hong Kong. Yeah, Poi and Susie.

SS: Yeah, and he is the uncle of-

MLL: Yiks at the Chinese Village. You see that way they are related. And

then Tommy and PQy and the people down in Lewiston, some of them, are
from the same village in Canton. Engs,'

SS: Which village is this?

MLL: I don't know which village.

Iwas just thinking, because you mentioned Ki eYip before.

Ki eYip. No. Those are the three counties and four counties.

SS:

MLL:

SS: Oh, I see.

MLL:

SS:

MLL:

They are the counties. But, you know, I have forgotten so much al-
ready.

That's another thing Iwas going to ask you again was why was it that

everybody came from Canton? Why is that the place that people-?

They are the people that are more business people. Some of the ohter

people, more farming people. Farming and fisherman, they stay home.

The business people, the commercial people, they go out. You always
find the business people are the ones that go out to look for their

fortune, you know. They're the ones that come over^Tthe Americas,
you know. Of course, they are the people who were being kicked

out for political reason or for church reason. But they also probably
the more aggressive people who want to get out and make abetter li
ving than they're had, you know. lY,

SS: You say religious reasons, too, people left*Canton?

MLL: No, not, not religious, no. Because they commercial people and busin-
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people. They are more inclined to travel. Isn't that right, M i?

Cantonese go out more.

SS: Why so many people came from Canton, more than anyplace else?
I thought

ML: I .told you once about that.

SS: Yes, I thought you did, too, but Ilm not sure that I got the right—

ML: Yes, I told you about that, because ^ the early days when the people

want railroad, you know. The Railroad building want Chinese people-

labor to work. Well, Well, the Manchu government- the Manchu govern

ment and the Cantonese- are always the ones that are the naughty ones,

you know.
they and

SS: Oh, the Manchus couldn't get along.

ML: Yeah. They t^ black sheep of the Chinese people, and so the best

way to get rid of— But the Manchus still love the Chinese and Can

tonese, but they're naughty, so they send the men out. They won't

let the wife go so they come back. They're the naughty ones so they

go. (Chuckles) (Interruption from a telephone call- conversation)

5S: So that's it. And the Manchus were they kind of running China at

that time?

ML: At that, Manchus'a dynasty.

SS: That's what I thought.

MLL: That's for the first Chinese immigrants over here, but^lately, I

mean after that, after the first group of laborers come over here-

but after that, why, it still the Cantonese people come over here.

ML: Because the Manchu want to keep the northern people. They're the

most people, so they keep them home. See?T^M &0^ ?^n the Cantonese

want out, you see. They know the ropes—

SS: So they're more likely to want to go.

MLL: have their children and
X
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ML: They know what it's all about, where everyone that stay home, they
i

f |
content with what they got at home. See that's how it is.

SS: Do you talk of China a lot when you get together with your friends? j,,

I just was wondering. Do you talk about the old country?

MLL: No we don't get together often enough to talk about the old country.

Well, if somebody's going back, they say they going back and we talk

a little bit. And then especially after we've made a trip to Hong

Kong or someplace, you know, then we tell them what the changes f5 *ot

and all that, but we don't talk about too much about what's going on

there, because they don't know any more than we do. So, we just don't

talk too much about the main-

SS: The old times.

MLL: Yes, and we don't talk about the old-times. Because, you see, I

been over here since I was a child, so you see, there is no old-time

over there for me, except during my childhood and those few years I

was going to school. There is nothing old-time, you know. And, of

course, Suzie down there, she'shad a rough time getting away from her

home and getting out into Hong Kong, and this was during the hard

time, you know when Communists come over- getting out. And it.hard

for her to get around and scratch around for her brothers and sisters.

She was really^one thatA taking care of them, so she could tell you

more about that than I can.

SS: I just was wondering what you talked about.

MLL: No, We just have enough time to talk about what's going on now, a*nd

once in a while I ask them- some of them take the Chinese newspaper,

and I don't, because I don't read Too much- I don't read hardly any

Chinese, so I don't. And they tell me about the same thing \flhat I

get from the American newspapers, so there isn't too much difference.
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There wasn't too much news that I could get from them through the

newspaper, that I could get from the American newspapers.

SS: When you and Mi were married, did you have a lot of fun? People come

for that ceremony?

MLL: ^We have a small American ceremony. We were married, like I say, by

Reverend Dru. ry. We are Christians, .you see. Not all the

Chinese people over here are Christians. Well, even some of those

people who are down there at the MAjestic, they're not.

SS: Are the Engs? Mostly Christian or not?

MLL: I don't think so. I don't think they are, maybe their children go to

Sunday School. But my age people, we are the only ones that are Chris

tians, really, because my father and mother are Christians. We're

Christians from back in China.

SS: What about Mi and his father? Was he?

MLL: No, he wasn't until Oh, yes, he was in Walla Walla. Because there

was some church ladies there, they want the Chinese boys to go to a

church and Sunday School, and so he started when he was in Sunday

School. So that's where he learned mostly his good habits, you know,

and go along with whatever the church has to offer. And him not

having a home, actually, just his father, have one room, you

know, one bedroom for him and Mi. And then his father worked in the

restaurant all the time, and he serai'Mi to go to school. See, so the

only thing he has, socially would be the church- connected with the

church. And the very few, few- I think he told me two or three,'boys

that he knew, that their folks invite him to their home, and when

they have a birthday or something, you know, and^he have cake and

ice cream with them. But there was just a few, and he still keeps

up with them, you know. And he went through high school, and in



MI/MLL
56

fact, just about three years ago he had his fiftieth high school re

union.

SS: Do you think that made it any easier for the family, like your family

to get used to American ways? Because of being Christian?

MLL: It might be, because, you know, there is one more string leading to-

Besides the school, you get the church, you know, and then we^out in
we're

business, too, you see, that has a lot to do with— well, among the
A

American people, you see, where a lot of the Chinese people that's

in San Francisco, they're right in Chinatown. They cater to the

Chinese people, you know, like a grocery store or the paintings and

stuff like that, it's mostly with the Chinese people. Then they have

lot less to do - contact. BEsides for years, we were the only Chinese

family here in Moscow; the only one. And I was the only girl in high

school; the only Chinese in high school. We are the only family, so

^have to be the only Chinese girl in high school, and my sisters

were in grade school. And then I go on to college; the only one there.

And I don't think there was any Filipino girls there either. I don't

remember any Filipino ^« •*"**• €r+^' w«v*4htr*,

ML: There was a Filipino teacher, (something else was said)

MLL: But now, we have seven or eight Chinese professors up there at the

University.

ML: That was the only Filipino teacher.

SS: At the University of Idaho.

MLL: Uh-huh. And there's quite a few at Washington State.

SS: What do they mostly teach now?

ML: Everything!

MLL: One is the head of the English Department.

ML: English and Forestry.
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MLL: — that we have. This is a Chinese Association and we're going to

have a potluck dinner this coming Saturday. You want to come along?

Transcribed by Frances Rawlins, December 15, 1976
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