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was young. Responsibilities of kids at home.

One room schoolhouse. Eighty kids and one teacher at
Aspendale. Carrying the booksack. Winter play at school.
Getting to school.~- loading up a wagon with kids. Plowing snow;
riding horses in winter. German socks.

Favorite subjects, spelling bees. Limited opportunity for teacher
to work with slower children. Most children were put back a
grade when they moved to town. Taking the eighth grade

exam, after working with the teacher on arithmetic.

Importance of getting good education to parents; while living
in the country they couldn't go to high school.

His education ended with the war. Parents moved near town partly
so kids could get an education.

Decisions were made by parents in partnership. Parents'
religious beliefs; devout Baptists, keeping Sabbath, teaching the
children. Getting lost at a camp meeting.

Mother mostly disciplined the children and bought what was
needed for them. Parents didn't disagree. The very few
staples that they bought in the store. Father's enjoyment of
syrup.

Home location. Conveniences of the new home for his mother.

Bringing country and town together. He wishes he was still living
in the country. School consolidation. Differences between town
and country people in town. (cont.)

Country people in town. Country people who wore overalls until
they wore out. "Hayseeds" and "pumpkin rollers." He wanted
to have enough clothes to look like a tcwn kid.

with Sam Schrager
December 19,1975
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Pasttime. Entertainment as a young man: hunting;
taking sleigh parties riding around town.

Farming career. He started in post-WWI depression, and

quit before price increase of WWII. Tractors pushed horse
farmer and small farmers out. Small farmers had to be diversi~
fied.

Effects of Depression. Regulations limited amount of flour
farmer could have.

In debt on farming. His equipment. Many went under during
depression. Self-sufficiency on farms during depression.
Roosevelt helped the people out.

Engagement with Mrs. Settle. Decision to quit farming because
he couldn't get out of debt. Bank offered to support his farming,
Subsequent jobs. : : :

His quick rise to warehouse superintendent with Latah County
Grain Growers. Working as a team with the director. His
responsibilities.

Grain prices. It's better to sell as soon as the wheat is in the
warehouse, rather than gamble.

Farmers' dissatisfaction with pea grading, some farmers tried
to cheat on scales. Unwritten law of warehousemen's margin.
Weight gain in stored grain.

Farmers' Union elevator and store. (cont.)

Union gave farmers their overrun.

He preferred to hire inexperienced warehousemen, because

they weren't "too" smart. Separating grades and kinds of grain.
Fights with farmers over refusal to accept wet grain.
Warehouses resell grain the same day they buy it.
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EUGENE SETTLE

This conversation with Eugene Settle took place at his home in Moscow, Idaho

on December 19, 1975. The interviewer is Sam Schrager.

SAM SCHRAGER: The idea is to find out how much stricter it used to be in those
days. It seems like there was a lot more discipline and kids were ex-
pected to toe the line a lot more than now. Is that right?

EUGENE SETTLE: Well, that's the way I feel about it. I feel like the kids wexe
more disciplined than they are today, but maybe they're not. But it
seemed like-— Now, you take over there where I grew up, there was a
bunch of us little kids would get together and travel through the
forest and around, but it seems like when a certain time come, why,
we had to depart. We were supposed to be home by that time, you know.
There was a time set for us to be back home, if we left home, seems
like there was a time set that we should be back. I know that was
very true. And, we just didn't just take off without our parents
knowing wQ;ere we were going. They knew where we were going all the
time. Course when we'd get to another kid, we'd travel a lot, through
the timber, like kids do, but the parents always knew pretty well

where we were, and about what time to expect us to get back home.

SS: Did they have lots of chores that they expected the kids to do?
f do-
ES: Yeah, there was quite a bit of choggsﬁs ﬁgw gou take that-- we had

cows to milk and such as like that. And we worked in the garden quite
a little bit, when we were younger. And we always had a certain amount
of chores to do, to take care of on the farm. And, of course,zg. °
we got older we got more responsibility. The calves—- we fed 'em on
skim milk. Milked 'em and then separate the milk, you know, and then

feed the calves and feed the pigs and all that. Yeah, there was al-
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ways plenty to do-— for the- : kids to do, and then, of course, we
started working in the field at a very young age, you know. When I
was eight years old I was driving a team on the plow. Lots of boys,
. ‘countay

of course. And when I was a kid, In ther§cho 1, they only had about

. practically
five or six months country school, because, 3 s all the boys was
working on-- helping on the farm, see. 'Course, all these kids going

going
to school was seventeen and eighteen years oldkxm a country school at
that time, because they never got to go to school very much, a few
months out of the year, and they just went and went 'til they was
you could . say ;
grown,,pretty near, "I know when I first started to school , down at
: was

that Aspendale school down there, §&& there, kids down there that were
young men; fifteen, seventeen-— gues’)they was older than that, eigh-
teen years old, I wouldn't doubt. Country school, we only had about
four or five months a year of school and so you didn't progress very
fast.
It must have been on the teacher.
Huh?
Must have been hard on the teacher, so many kids. It must have been
pretty hard on 'em, going to school at that age.
It didn't seem to be. Well, I'll tell you, it didn't seem to be hard

'em, they seemed to have much fun as the rest of them there. But

on
a lot of 'em-- course, you might say, during the winter months was
when they went to school, you might say. They had about five or six
finall
months of school a year. Six, sometimes theyﬂgot iz up to seven and
eight. And then I guess when they started consolidating the districts
I guess they was getting up—- a lot of 'em had seven months. i
Fhey might have had eight, I don't remember. I know when I first

started to school, I don't remember, but I think it was about seven

months of school. They might have had eight, I don't know by that
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time.

The classroom inside the schoolhouse-- did the teacher maintain a

lot of-- did they have to work to keep order?

All the grades were in the same room, and it was just like anything

else, there was always one or two kids, in the eighth grade! now--

there was always one or two in there that kind of likes to have fun

and cut-up. But that's the way it was when all the kids together-

there was probably one or two that the teacher had to keep an eye on that

gi&%ys up to some kind of mischief and one thing and another. But one

teacher, she disciplined the whole classroom. And whenever the class

recite, whenever the different grade recite, they then, they come up

of the

front, they recite there before the whole resq\schoolx

It's real hard, I think. It's hard to imagine anymore what it would

be like to have all eight grades in one room.

It doesn't seem possible, hardly-- I'm like you—— it don't seem pos-

sible, but that's the way it was. And it didn't seem to be no prob-

lem, either. Didn't seem to be no problem, either.She'd dismiss one

class and they'd go back there and she'd call up another class—- And
the and handle 'em .

it just don't seem possible that = teacher could do it, But, I re-

member that they did it, and it doesn't seem like there wasn't noy

big problem, either. And now especially at this Aspendale School,

when I went there, I think there was about eighty-- over eighty kids

that went to that ene schoolhouse. And only one teacher.

Gee!

Uh-huh. Yep.

The kids-

That's right.

With that mnay kids, I'd think it would be rough to learn very much.
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Well, just like any other classroom, there were some bright ones and
some not so bright. But they done alright.

Did you and your brothers feel the same way about going to school?

Did you care for it very much?

Yeah. We never thought much about it. We never went to school any
other way until after—-- well, I guess I was through the eighth grade
when we moved over here, when we got the ranch northeast of town,

and we moved over this way, why then, -- 'Course I was going to high
school and then I had brothers in the eighth, seventh and sixth grades
when we came to town. And up til that time we'd always went to a one
room schoolhouse.

Did you have to study?

Oh, yes, you.betcha.

You had to study outside of the classrooms.

Yes, yes, we usually brought home school work. We brought home sciiool
work, outside of the schoolroom, we brought home school work. Most

of us did. Study at home. We usually had work to do at home in the
evening. Us kids, ";1, we had a booksack, we called it, either I or
one of us carried, over the shoulder,.kind of like-- just this little
sack, that Mother make it out of cloth or something. And then when
we got ready to come home, if any of us kids had books to bring home
we put it in that booksack and one of us'd carry it. And then later
on, of course,-- And in the later years we used to have, what they
called these book straps; had a little thin strap about half an inch
wide and a buckle on the end of it, and then you'd just buckle that
around your book and then you'd carry it that way. Called a bookstrap
and carried it that way most of the time. But in the beginning we

had a sack to put 'em in, and then after a while we got the bookstrap.
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And, there was:ﬁbing home for lunch. Everybody had their lunch and
stayed on the schoolground all day long. Had lots of fun; play ball
and different games, and in the wintertime they'd eat their lunch and
the kids'd bring their sleds and go sledding down the hill; that was
where you could .
before skiing time. But they always had a hill close to school
coast. Then at Aspenda €there was a creek crun> right by the school-

there was a place there

house and a lot of timehthexs¢ skate. Kids'd skate. Very few of 'em

vould

had skates, most of 'em would just gkate on their shoes. Very few
pairs (of skates) in those times, of course, later on a few kids had
skates. When I first went they didn't have skates, very few.

What about getting to the school and back in the winter months? Was
there some problems?

Yes. Well, even in the summertime down there, kids had so far to go
to school, there was a lot of 'em came horseback. There was a shed
down one corner of the schoolyard, down there, where you could tie
horses in there. My sister and I, we rode :horseback to school there
for several years. See I was three years younger, and when we first
started we rode horseback in the wintertime.

Rose horseback in the wintertime?

We rode horseback in the summertime, too, quite a bit. We rode a
pony to school. Then lots of time in the wintertime, why, somebody
way down at the end of the district would come along-—- get a sled
and bring his kids and he used to catch all the kids along his route,
you know. We did a lot of that. 'Course we did a lot of that after
the kids started to the city school here, we lived out there, and we
had horses, some of us take the team and come to school, bring some
of the kids to school, then we just pick up all the kids along the

road. And that's the way it was at the e ountry school. Some farm-
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er had to hook up a team to his sled and he'd start out with his kids
and before he got to school he'd just have 'elt loaded down. Pick up
kids all along the road, those that walked. And just before nine
o'clock you could look up the road or down the road or this way or
that way, over the hills, and see kids coming to school. There was

a lot of 'em didn't come by the road at all. Some of 'em lived too
far to come around on the main road, they just me#e across the fieldS.
Lots of them did. Lots of kids just come across the fields. Just
walk across the hills, it was so much closer.

If the snow was pretty deep, you could still ride a horse, or did you
have much snow?

Oh, yes. It never got too bad to ride a horse. After the wife and

I was married, we lived out in the country, there was days there when
the snow was so deep that you couldn't get-— couldn't hardly get through
with a team, til they got the roads kinda broke out, you know, after
early morning for the kids to get through. Fatl'is, with the school
buses now, they have to close the schools 'cause the busses can't use
it now. Well, in the early days there was places where you couldn't
get to town for a day or two, 'til we got the roads kinda-- made home-
made snowplows and pull 'em with horses and get the roads broke out.
It drift so bad. The snow would drift so bad.

I never did grow up when you had to use horses in the winter, but I
would think that if the snow got deep enough it would be too hard for
the horses to-- they'd have to break trail as they went along.

Yes, yes. Well they--

They can do that pretty good.

Yes, pretty good. Yep. They do that pretty good. The horses'll break

a trail thzough some awful deep snow, if you just give 'em time. They
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will break through a lot of deep snow. Uh-huh.

How far did you have to go to get to the school?

Well, I guess we were-— must have been-- I'd say we were two miles
from Aspendale School, I think so. I'd say it was two miles.

You generally did take a horse and didn't walk, most of the time?
Well, in good weather we walked. But, as I say in the wintertime,

in bad weather, we went horseback quite a lot of times. We rode
horseback in the summertime quite a ﬁdt, too, when we wanted to.
Course we had a place down there to keep our horse, so lots of time
we rode our horse. But it was most of the time in the winter; it

was in the wintertime that we rode horseback, we didn't ride much in
the summertime. Unless we got kind of a little late start, you know,
then we'd get our pony and ride.

One kid on a horse?

No, my sister and I we rode together, the horse carried double. Then
after we got larger, after we got more of us kids start to school, we
always walked or Dad took us—-- take the team, and as I say, take us
and pick up all the rest of the kids along the route there.

Did the kids have good warm clothes?

Yes. They used to take the all wool long underwear and they woééover—
shoes; yes, dressed lots differently than they do now. And lots of
the big kids, when I start to school, they wore what they called Ger-
man socks. They're heavy things, and you put 'em on just like a
shoe, a boot, and then wore rubbers over. -- I got an old Sears Roe-
buck catalogue from 1900 catalogue the other day-- I ordered some-
thing and I got it free, and it showed some in here. The first ones
I've seen for a long time.

Whoooof! That is old looking stuff.
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ES: Yes, that's in 1900.
: ish
ss: T4 cddld still order that.
ES: Yes, Sears Roebuck. Now, it showed some of these German socks that

the kids used to wear when I was a kid, and I think I see some of
them in here, if I can find 'em. There they are. And what do they

call 'em there?

S8 "Men's combination felt boot and rubbers?0
ES: Yeah. That's what they were.
SS: Finest quality. "This combination is composed of strictly all wool

felt boot, made withcalfstays, and the lumbermen one buckle rubber
ankle boot. Both are stictly first quality. Guaranteed to give per-
fect satisfaction."

ES: Yeah. A lot of the kids , q;ﬂ%gys, they wore them and when they
come to school they'd just take the rubbers off and then walk around
the schoolhouse with the felt boot.

S5: That's called German--

ES: Uh-huh. That's what they called 'em in those days. German socks. I
don't know why they got that name. And then the girls, a lot of the
little girls, they'd wear those leggins'. Those little felt leggins'
like that there.

SS:s Uh-huh.

ES: Keep them warm. 'Course, they was no such a thing as a girl or

woman wearing slacks or overalls, in those days. (Chuckles) That

was completé’out!!

SS: It's changed.
ES: Sure it's changed, you betcha.
SS: You know eighty kids in one room, is awful hard for me to imagine.

Eighty kids in the same room, learning from one teacher.

ES: Yeah, to think about it, you'd think so, but I can -- I think they
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had just as good discipline, or better, those days in the school-
room than they have in a single grade now. Of course, I never did go
to a single grade room. When there was one grade to a room, I was
in high school then, and I didn't have any of that experience. But
I knowt&aﬁeard my brothers talk about it. There was always that few
kids, that the teacher had a little trouble wiﬁg, but it wasn't bad.
And the same way when I went to school, there was about eighty-five
kids, there was =zonlys one or two kids that give the teacher any
trouble to speak of. And one thing about the teacher, when recess
come or noon, the teacher went outside just the same as the kids did
most of the time. f the-time Ehe teacher was out at the play-
ground caround, she wasn't sitting in the schoolhouse. She kinda knew
what was going on outside, too.

Did you have anythings that you liked to study in school? Anythings
that took your fancy?

Well, I think that history and geography, I liked those better than
anything. And I was pretty good at English. Spelling was my worst,
I know that. (Chuckles)

Well, I heard that you had a lot of drills—- spelling drills.

Yes.

Practiced spelling.

Well, they didn't have so much-- but you take they used to spell,
when it came to spelling class, the kids would form a line right in
front of the teacher's desk, you see; there was always a platform

in one end of the schoolhouse, and her desk was up on that platform-
and then in spelling classes, we would just line up in front of that
platform there, and she give out a word. She started with one kid-

the kid would stand at the head of the class and if he couldn't spell
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it, why then, the next one he had a chance at it, and the next one,
so on down, until she got to the kid that would spell the word, well,
then he'd go up to the head of the class. Ahead of those that mis-
sedit My sister, she was good at spelling. She got several prizes
for spelling. She was a good speller. And every day that you stood
at the head of the class, I think you got a star, if I'm not mistak-
en. There was a star in there for spelling.

Could you have the different grades doing that? Or just one grade
at a time?

One grade at a time. One grade at a time.

Did the teacher have a chance to work with the kids-- a single kid,
like if he had problems or something-- would she have a chance to
work with him?

Yes, to a certain extent. But that was the worst of it. See, you
take if a kid-- you take a youngster that was slow, why, the teacher
couldn't have too much time to put in with somebody that was slow.
The slow kid, he didn't progress very fast, because the teacher just
didn't have the time to put in wihh him.

With all those kids, it's really understandable that she wouldn't
have the time.

But if you just wanted to ask her a question or something like that
about-- she always had time to say that, but, you know like the slow
kid, he takes lots of time, somebody that's slow. 'Cause I know
when I was in the first grade, there was kids in my first grade there
with me that was twice my age or bigger, just slow learners and hard
to get do anything. While there was others just the other way. And
as a general rule, the kid that come out of the country, like, --

would come to Moscow-—- town to go to school, they'd find theirselves-
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they usually went backward. They usually set 'em back at least a

grade. Very few kids, if he was in the sixth grade out in the country

and then come to town, why, there was very few of 'em that could do

sixth grade work. They usually set 'em back to fifth; and there's a

few of '"em that went the other way, too. But, the majority of 'em,

they'd have to set 'em back a grade to keep up. There was just that

much difference, so you can kind of see what the difference in--

where a teachers got too many kids-- but that'susuall¥ﬁe general rule.

Now, when we came to town,my youngest brother, they set him up a grade.

And, I think the brother next to me, why, I think he was in the sev-

enth and they set him back a grade, and my middle brother he stayed—-

he held his own. Any my youngest brother, he went up a grade.

What didetheyudd to yoﬁ?

I was in high school then, when I started town school. When I got

out of the single one-room schoolhouse I had finished the eighth grade.

Of course, in those days-- I had to come to town to the courthouse

to take my eighth grade examination. The county superintendent gave

the eighth grade examination at the courthouse. And all the kids from
there

the country had to come inﬂgnd take the examination.

Was it a hard one?

Well, it was pretty hard. But I found it very easy. It wasn't as

hard as I expected. I was worried about my matHhatics, and I got my

highest grade in matHmatics. I don't know how it happened, but it

just seemed like I did lots of work on it, reviewing mathmatics.

Course, when I went to school, the teacher, that's when the teacher

would come-- my teacher at that time, she lived right close to

the schoolhouse, and she told me any time that I wanted to review,

call her, and she'd meet me over at the schoolhouse and we'd do arith-
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metic. That always worried me, and then so, for quite a while, sever-
al nights before that-- and in the back of the arithmetic book there
was a review section of problems from clear through, you know. And
we'd start work on those and work on those, and by golly, you know
when I went up to take my exam, most of the problems that she gave me
was some that I had just previously went through, and I got ninety-five
in my arithmetic, my highest grade.
Did you take her up on her offer to help you?
Oh, yes. That's what I say, I'd go down to the schoolhouse- call her
and she'dc?qeéver there-- and go down there at nights, and we'd work
on those review arithmetic problems, you know, and as just luck would
have it, when I went up to the courthouse to take my examination, why,
had worked on lately,
those problems that we had just reviewed,“was practically all-- all
the hard ones-- course, the common stuff, there's always some common
ones, —— I'd just recently had 'em, so I did real good on arithmetic.
Were there many kids taking the exam, with you, the same year?

'em. Come from districts all over the--

Oh, yes, there was lots of
No, I mean, in your schoolhosue? Were there many kids at Aspendale

who were in the eighth grade at the same time?

No. No, I wasn't at Aspendale when I took the exams.

SS: Oh, you'd moved?

ES:

SS:

ES:

553

No, I wasn't living there then. We'd bought a ranch closer to town
than Aspendale.

I was just wondering, mainly, whether the teacher spent a lot of time
with the eighth graders, getting them up for the exam? You know what
I mean?

Uh-huh.

Spent a lot of time drilling the whole class?
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Well, there was one boy that took the examfwhen I did was out of our
school and he was having trouble with his grammar. And he did a lit-
tle overtime worgo¥ﬁére at school. He used to come down, too, and
work. Mine was arithmetic and his was grammar, and he worked on it.
And spelling was by bad stufif, but I didn't-- spelling and arithmetic
but I just studied my own spelling. Took my speller hdég and studied.
five or something-—.
I didn't get a very good grade. I think it was eighty-+ that was my
lower grade.
Was it very important for your parents for you kids to get a good ed-
ucation?
or
Yeah. #as with my parents. When my sister, she finished the eighth
grade, we was down at Aspendale when she finished the eighth grade and
well, we was way out —— about twelve miles from town, and she couldn't
go to high school-- she wanted to go to business college, is what she
wanted to go to. She wanted to go to Spokane. I know the folks tried
every way to get money to send her to Spokane, and she wanted to go
to business college in Spokane, but she never did make it. The folks
couldn't afford it. And then, after we moved over to-— bought this
place over close to Moscow, she went to work and she wasn't too much
interested in school. And, of course, as I say, when you finished the
eighth grade out in the country, you was about two or three years be-
hind the kids here in town. That's the way wit me. I. finished the
eighth grade—— I finished fairly early, I finished when I was, I guess
<£:was fourteen-- the summer of the year that I finished the eighth
grade in the country. And then, it was two years after that before I
got a chance to go to high school. So that throwed me to a pretty

good age-- I think I was sixteen when I was a freshman, right here at

high school here.—— (End of side A)e’
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Draft age-— I had plenty of time to finish my high school- though I
didn't think I could. And, of course, when I got out the army, there
no GI, nothing then for you. So that kind of put an end to my educ-
ation.
The two years that you weren't in high school, were you just working
on the farm?
Yeah, yeah, I was on the farm. Yeah, we was living on the farm.
Did that have anything to do with why your parents decided to move to
town, so the kids ——- were they thinking at all about the kids going
to high school?
Yeah, -- When they couldn't send my sister to school from there, they
wanted to get closer to town ﬁhefé the rest of us could go to high
school, further our education, and go to high school or business col-
lege, - something. When I was a kid, so many of the kids didn't even
ﬁigigb the eighth grade, you know. 'Course if you got old enough to
plow and do farm work, why then, he usually-- that's about it. My par-
ents, they wanted the kids to have an education. But in those days,
it seemed like the farm kids, they wasn't so much interested in educa-
tion until after, oh, -- 'course it got more so as the years went by.
he was
'Cause, I know my brother next to me, three years younger than me, and
after he got out of the eighth grade he never went to school much af-
ter that. = The folks never pushed him. He went out on his own.
Anyway, he got by, f. And then my next brother-he finished
college, he was the first one of us boys to finish college. And then
my second brother-- fourth brother-- he died when he was in high school.
He didn't get to go to college. And all the college work I did was—-
I did some short course work'at the Universitgzhere. And then I took

some grain grading after I was a grown man and working for this grain

company, I took grain grading up at the college there.
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What happened to your brother that died?
He had scarxlet fever.
That was not uncommon in those days, was it?
Huh-uh.
Kids did get that.
Uh~-huh. And then the brother next to mejhe died as a young man. He
died in his early forties. He had a ruptured appendix.Died- on the
operating table, they didn't know he was dead until they started to
y o ; They examined him ' .-
cut the incision in him, and there was no blood come., @nd he was dead.
Did your brother who got scarlet fever, did he go to the hospital, or
did they just keep the kids at home?
He was at home. No, he was at home.
In your family, who had the authority there? The mother and father-—-
who made the decisions? Your mother and father. Was your father al-
together the boss, or did they share it?
I don't think he was. I think it was kind of a partnership affair. I
don't remember my mother and father ever having any arguments—- about
whether
if one made a decision the other one didn't like it or not. Their
thinking seemed to be pretty much along the same line. I know their
thinking about discipline was for sure along the same lines. And, the
same way about religion. Now my mother and father they were dyed-in-
lived ‘out 'in the
the~wool Baptists. Of course, when we came here;we:hLi- country, there
wasn't very much church to go to, but they always told us that re-
because
gardless, they were raised Baptists, that that was no sign that we had
té join the Baptist church, But they made it very plain, get af-
filiated with some religious organization. Didn't necessarily need to
sure

be the Baptist, but theyfinsisted on us getting affiliated with some

sort of religion.
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SS: Were they very strict about the Sabbath?

ES: Yes, they was, especially when they came out here, but 'course, after
they got westernized-—- they were pretty strict about it. At that time

Sometimes

it was very seldom that they worked on Sunday. , I know my mother used
to get after my dad about—-- he always had a large garden, you know,
and lots of Sundays he'd put in his time working on the garden-- Mother'd
get after him about it. "Well," he said, "when the ox is in the mire,
it's no harm working on Sunday!" (Chuckles) That's the way he'd put
her off.She- used to scold him about working on Sunday, he'd say, '"When
the ox is in the mire, it;s no harm working on Sunday." They were pretty
strict about that. And, another thing my father did, he's a man that

never used profane language. He did a lot of smoking, and stuff like

that, but very seldom did you ever hear my dad use any profane langu-

either
age. And, I assure you, we kids didn't use any around him,
the
He was very strict. dn't-.ge.to- chureh éfter %ame West/ We
never went to church, v’ the As I say, we lived way out in the

country; there was no church around. There"™s was the Lutheran Church,
Scandivanian, but they talked in Scandivanian. There was a little

€hurch out here at Joel, they had a minister there just every so often

that come- 3 .
.out there and hold services, and us kids used to go over there to

a little bit :
Sunday School, Ride three, four miles over there,

But we never went to church regular until we got moved over

to town.
SS: Did your parents give you any Bible teaching at home?
: ' ; ) have .
ES: I think that's very peculiar. My wife and I/@lscussed that quite a

little while now. My father and mother, they did an awful lot of,-
when we was little kids, they read the B&ble an awful lot, among them-

the Bible
selves. And they discussed ¥ among themselves, but they didn't seem

to pass it on to us. They taught us our prayer every night before we
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went to bedjthe whole family'd get down before their chair and say
their prayer and all that, and they read the Bible, alright, but then it
'%gmﬁible discussions, it was chiefly among themselves. And I've tho-
ught about that so many times, that they didn't discuss it more with

us as kids, but they didn't. But they read it and they talked the
Bible a lot,

SS: I wonder if they thought you kids were too young?

ES: I think that must have been tit:. They just figured we was too young.
"Course, I told you a while ago, my mother always insisted--""You don't
have to be a Baptist,'eausee we are, but be affiliated With‘some relig-
ious organization." So, I think that must have been their Itheory.
They had an old hymn book}and us kids, in the wintertime, we'd get to
cutting up and making too much noise round there, why they'd get up
and get this old hymn book, and we'd set down and sing until bedtime.
That's the way they'd quiet us down, we got to making too much noise,
why, they'd get up and get this hymn book and ﬁe'd all start a sing-
ing-- sing hymns. But as far as teaching us the Bible, they didn't

It's strange, but they.didn't.

do it. 1I've thought of that so many times. They did a lot of reading

" h a whole lot.
among themselves, and they'd discuss the Bible among themselves,

SS: Do you have any recollection of what parts of the Bible were important
to them?

ES: No, I do not.

SS: But they taught you quite a few hygg?

& always did. _

ES: Oh, yes. They taught us quite a few hymas.We'sang hymns. Weg lot of
singing.

SS: What kind of prayers did they teach you?

ES: Well, of course, the first thing they taught us The Lord's Prayer.

That was the first thing we ¥arned, the older ones. Then the others

had this regular kid's bedtime prayers, such as that. And the older
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ones they taught us The Lord's Prayer. And that's what we always
said, the older ones. Mother was very strict about it, us saying
our prayer before we went to bed.
Did you kids ever go to a revival or camp meeting, when you were young
or growing up?
No. I remember just before—-— I must have been about four or five years
old-- four years old, I couldn't have been five--I remember just be-
fore we came out here. We went to a camp meeting, it was out in the

that's why
woods, the timber, and I got to go and I got lost. , I remember I start-
ed follow somebody else along}and just about that time, this woman
looked around and she saw me and she says, ''Who are you, little boy?

I looked up.

What's your name, little boy? 'Where is your mother?" I thought that
was my mother until she —- and then just about that time I heard my
mother. She'd missed me, you know. That's Why I remember the
camp meeting. That's what they told me it was. I didn't know what it
was but, they told me afterwards that that's what it was. We was at
a camp meeting when I was a little kid.
Did you say that-- When you say that they sort of shared the respon-
sibility-— It seems to me like-- I don't know what it was like, but
I get the feeling that a lot of families, the husband ordeﬁd'and the
wife obey?? is the idea that I get. And that went on a lot. He sort
of laid down the law énd she followed it. And, maybe her main author-
ity was in raising the kids.
Yes, it was, that's my mother.
Then he ordered and she obey, or did it seem like they just worked it
out?
Well, I'11 tell you now. My mother, she did most of the-- 'course my

J
around the house,
dad was out in the field a lot-- all the time, and us kids, and my

’
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mother did most of the--she did most of the punishing of us kids;
laying the law down to us kids. And she did practically all the
spanking.Véry?E?&mes that my dad ever did spank me, but my mother
sure did lots of times. But I know, I never did hear no words be-
twééﬁlor discussion between 'em. If my mother told us to do some-
thing, why, that was the law. And if my dad told us to do something,
that was the law. You better do it! That was it! As I say, I never
heard no discussion as to who was going to boss the kids and who
wasn't going to boss thééfu¥§2y both did it. And: I never heard any
disagreements about-- if one told you - to do something, I never
heard the other one disagree about it.
Do you think if your mother was going to have anything to do with
spending money or buying something or something like that, would she
have to consult with your father first?
Wé%ﬁz that's something —— I don't hardly think so. I think that she

A :
knew what us kids needed and when she went to town my dad'd give her
the money and she-- because I know she bought all of our clothes.
Of course, I know this Harry Sampson, used to work at David's store
down here, early days, she used to buy our clothes. Come in there and
buy 2ﬁlkids clothes, overalls and shirts and hats. She did practic-
all;ithe trading, practicall;ighr trading}and of course in the later
years and when Dad come nto town, he'd buy groceries, but as far as
buying clothing for us kids, Mother she just about took care of that.
I don't remember my dad, I guess he did at times, but—-'course my
mother always did that. She bought us boys overalls and always bought
our clothing. 'Course she was in:. town lots more than my dad did. He

just

was working - and he didn't come to town :only . once in a great

while.
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SS: She did most of the shopping for the house then.

ES: She did the shopping for the house, yes. She did. And, of course,
when my dad did go then she'd usually give him a list what to get in

and the clothing,
the grocery line. But, as far as,taking care of the kidsA why, that
was her job. She did take care of that. I guess that was just a mut-
ual agreement among themselves. As I say, she went to town probably
twice or three times to his one. But then after they got older and
they lived close to town, why then he went to town lots, Well, as
I say, he bought most of the groceries, then.

SS: Did your folks try to be real selfsufficient to have to buy as little
as they could?

ES: No. 1I'll tell you, Sam, when I was a kid, we lived on the farm and my
younger days.coming up on the farm; you take flour, sugar, and coffee
was just about the heighth our groceries. And coal oil, that's for
our lamps; coal oil. But our meat and other vegetables, that was all
on the farm. Cabbage and apples, Rut flour and sugar and coffee and
coal oil, those were the things we got out of the store. And we didn't
get them very often. My dad, when he went to town, hédusuélly‘buy

two five gallon cans of coal oil and we bought sugar by the hundred

pounds. And about the only thing that we bought by the small bottle,

was

and that's coffee. My mother and dad they! about the only ones that
take

drank coffee, they didn't d too much of that, #d then we had --

7o had a cereal, and that was mostly oatmeal or kind of a--

SS: Wheat?

ES: Or some other small cereal.
SS: Would they make a wﬁéat mush?
ES: Huh?

SS: Did they make a wheat mush?
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No. No, we never ate any wheat mush. I know some of 'em that did. I

know some of 'em that did make a kind of wheat mush. But we had an-

other kind of cereal, kind of like cormmeal. Something like that, but

1 don't think it was cornmeal. And, another thing that they bought

quite a little bit in the store, and that's syrup. We used quite a

bit of it. My dad he was a great hand, and my mother, too, as far as
the South people,

that's concerned; .they used lots of sorghum. And of course, they did-

n't buy sorghum, couldn't get it out here, only the kind, that bitter

stuff you use to make cake§ out of, and so they used quite a bit of

syrup. My dad used to like syrup quite a little bit.

What kind of syrup would it be? Would it be corn syrup?

No. He started to buy some of this molasses they have here, but that's

this cake molasses, and that's that bitter stuff, it isn't ;othing Iike

what he figured, and so he bought Karo syrup. Aﬁgfﬁé-had quite a sweet

tooth, and lots of times he'd buy five gallons of honey. He liked his

sweets, my father did. So he always had his syrup.

What would he use the syrup on? Would he eat the syrup with pan-

cakes and that?

No. No, mostly hot biscuits. Course in the old days, that's what my

mother made. Hot biscuits, you know, and syrup. That's what he used

~that on. In my coming up time, why, my mother didn't make too many

hotcakes. That I remember, but I know that after we got older, once
And

in a while she'd make hotcakes for us,kpMake donuts. Syrup was ate

on hot biscuits.

What would you use the honey with? Would you use that on biscuits?

Uh-huh.

Sounds pretty good.

Yeah. Uh-huh.
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SS: I'm wondering what made you folks move from Aspendale to-- closer to
town, and then moved into town actually?
No, we bought a faronut.there.

ES: ¥ . You see my dad was a renter, he rented land; leased land. And
then when he bought, he bought closer to town. Close to town, closer
to school for us kids. And he bought a place of his own out north-
east of town, and then we had a farm out south of the @emetery out
there. That's when we first came across the mountain, on this side,
why then, he leased a place south of the cemetery there. And he

bought
farmed that for a few years, then he got a chance/he >o_ this place

out northeast of town there. And, of course, I was in high school

when they moved over here and the other kids was in grade school.

SSz When you moved into town, was he still farming northeast of town?

ES: Yes, oh, yes.

SS: But you lived in town then?

ES: No, we didn't live in town, we was out at the edge of town. My whole

family never did live in town, when I was a kid. We never did live

in town.
SS: Where would it be now, where that place was——- northeast?
ES: Well, you know where this Moscow Mountain road out here? Do you know

Qendellf

where =07 atchery is out there?

SS: Yes.
. Bendel's

ES: Well, it's just due north-of (.- Hatchery, just a quarterj, that house

on top of the hill out there. There's a new house there now; some pret-
ty good sized trees around it. That's our old home place, that's where
most of the kids grew up there. Of course, as I say, when we went out
there I was in high school, and at that time I was about fifteen.

SS: Do you think it made much difference to your parents to be this much

closer to town than they had been out there?

ES: Well, I think they enjoyed it just as much or better, being closer to
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town that way. When they got older, they could go more. But I was
happy, fact of the matter, I was happy out there on the farm, just as
here
happy as I was+~ It was better. More convenient. And more conveniences
and all that. Out there we had our electricity and water in the house
and all that. But, of course, that was a haven for my mother, washing
for four boys. And while we was out on the farm , most of our washing
was did on a washboard. And, all the hot water she had was -— had an
old range stove with a hot water tank on one end of it there, hold
about ten gallons, I guess. Yes, it was a haven for my mother to get

over there. It was a haven for all of us, we really enjoyed it. Of

. 3 . . .
course, that was before-- It isn't like it is now, of course now,

the the
there's very little difference between farm and town now, as far
the

as that's concerned. We got every convenience on farm that we got
here in town. and you get in your car and in ten or fifteen or twenty
minutes you're in town, anyway. ELe automobile and electricity
has brought the town and country right together, you might say. Only
today, I'd rather be living on a farm, thiﬁi@ﬁgre I am now. I'd much
rather be on a farm. If I'd a kept my place out there, that's where
I'd be-- out there. I wouldn't be here in town. As old as I am I'd
be out there on the farm. Course, I lost my legs] , and my
wife insisted on getting rid of the place. But if I'd a kept it one
year longer after I%ost my legs, I'd a never sold it.l'd live out there.
Well, there's lots of days when we wished we lived in town. It's
Mostly because of having to go into town anyway, having to work in
town.

But I liked it this way, Sam, even if I just stayed out there-- of

course, in the wintertime, course I don't drive, course the road gets

bad and my wife don't drive in the wintertime. But in the summer,



FUGENE SETTLE 24

SS:

ES:

S5S:

ES:

S3:

ES:

just to stay out, just tp\have a place to spend the summer, I would
out there. He'd have probably

have enjoyed it, put us up a trailer hduse out there; got us a trail-

er and stayed out there through the summer and had a garden. And I

could have had my stock and one thing and another.

That's what I was asking because I was thinking about how-- from what

you say about the difference-- like kids out in the country couldn't

really go to high school. Well there's a big difference, that's a rea-

son for a family to wonder about whether they should-- could make a

go of it closer to town.

Well, of course, now-a-days, you see-— when my daughter started to

school, that was way back in '30 something, she went two years—-— she

went one year to Aspendale school where I started at; she went

one year there, and in that year the school districts consolidated

and the next year she went to-- she didn't come to Moscow, though.

We were closer to Genesee, and she went to Genesee. And so there is

no country school anymore. It's all city schools, 'cause the bus

picks 'em up and brings 'em to town. There's no country school any

more.

All those neighborhood schools all shut down.

They all shut down. 'Course this old Aspendale School, where I went,

still there because

it"g = the farmers they took and fixed it up and they got a kind of

a-- made kind of a community hall out of it. You see we was down there

a year or two ago —-- somebody lived down there had a fiftieth wedding

anniversary down there, and we went down there, among our old friends.

Do you think in those days there was much difference between people

that lived in the country and people in town?

Yes. Yes, there was lots of differngce, Sam. I'11 tell you now, this

young
way; when I was dkkid, you'd go downtown-- you'd go to town and you
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could just about segregate the farmers' wives from the city wives,
and such as that. Yes, you could, you could tell tth was farmérs.
The same with men, pretty much the same way. You could just about
pick out the farmers. It isn't the same any more. Since they brought
the farm so close to town, you can" do it. But I've gawy the time
when you could do it.
How could you do it? If you looked, how could you tell from seeing
them? Did they dress different?
Possibly by their dress.
The way they act?
Mostly by dress and sometimes by backward action.
You mean, like if pedple in the country weren't as slick in the way
they---?
Just like those boots I showed you that the kids wore to school--

'

on. Lt
You see the farmers would have something like that, you see the fellow

living in town he wouldn't do it-— (End of stdeé B)

-— put on a clean shirt when he came to town. He'd come in his over-
alls, and maybe he'd put on a clean shirt, maybe he wouldn't.

Not more than one percent would do more than that.

But, by golly, now-a-days—— you take a farmer come to town, you can't
tell him from anybody else. There's no differencg. You can't walk
down the street and pick out gagn%;¥£g¥?7(ﬁg¥g\dressed just as good

as this feller in the city. Just as well. But when I was a kid they
didn't do so much of that. They were just more-— Well, I guess :Ehe way
they lived ', they didn't have no electricity, they didn't have no el-
ectric lights. And they lived that difference between the city life

and the country life.

Do you think that in the city people were more caught up in getting
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ahead or status than they were in the country, in those early days?

Oh, yeah. Definitely, they were. As I say, because the city person,
their washing was so much of a chore-- I know fellas that used to

put on a pair of overalls-- farmers put on a pair of overalls, they
never took 'em off until they wore 'em out. That's a fact; take 'em
off and wash 'em? Why, no, they just wore 'em until they wore 'em out!
Then go get a new pair. 'Course, I know my mother-— she had four of

us kids wore overalls, and she washed them just the same as anything

my time,- :
» their mother never washed their overalls,

else. I know little kiﬁs
they just put 'em on and they wore 'em til they wore 'em out, and then
they went and got 'em another pair. Well, it was because they didn't
have no electricity, or hot water—-- they had hot water, but they used
to have to heat it on the stove. They didn't have those conveniences
to do things, you know, so they just went along with the tide. While
here in town-- their work wasn't dirty anyway--like it is on the farm.
I sort of had had this idea, but I'm not sure whether it's right or
not, but I had the idea that in the country, maybe the farmers, one
farmer and another, they didn't have to compete with each other-

but more or less thought of each other as being on an equal basis.

I have an idea in town they-- there was a lot more, you know-- trying
to get ahead of the rest of the pack.

Well, it was kind of natural, that's what I say, seemed like the farm-

brand, .

er had his~Wfhile in the city they

were not subject to the filth and
dirt like they are out on the farm. Well, now like the farmer he'd
work all day in the field;?zd dusg,in the dirt all day long, and of
course, he'd wash his face and that, naturally, and probably washed

his underwear was washed every so often, but these

was out,
overalls,—- well, he worked til the day y and then he'd come home and

milk the cow, and then he'd get milk on those " overalls. I've
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farmérs could
seen Yem wear overalls, where when they take 'em off, theyN just

about stand 'em up! (Chuckles) But you don't see that anymore. As
and telephone
I say, this electricity and hot water have brought the country so
A
close to town now that you can't tell the difference. You can't tell
the difference. But I saw the day when you sure could tell it.
SS: Do you think they looked down on the people from the country a little
bit in town?

ES: Yeah, they did. Call 'em ‘hayseed" (Chuckles) Or Punkinroller! Of

course, there was a differenc e, you betcha, there was a difference.

SS: Punkinroller, I hadn't heard that one.
ES: (More chuckles) Yessir.
8S: I wonder what country people thought of people in the city like Moscow?

Maybe they thought they were putting on airs.

ES: Well, I don't know. Course, these little country towns—-— I can see your
point. I can't see hardly why they should make so much difference,
but it does, it makes quite a lot of difference.

SS: I can sure see where it was that way. I wonder about how they thought
of other people; that's what I've been thinking about.

ES: Well, they thought of the guys in town just like the guys in town
thought about them{ (Laughter) Yessir, they thought the same way.
Causes==, there was that difference. Theq was just naturally two clas-
ses of people.

§S: Well, you probably started to going to school and spending a lot of
time in town here. Did you miss not being in the country, or were
you just glad to be---?

ES: No, just glad to get here. I was glad-- the only thing that kind of
bothered me-- going to school in town and getting into town here-—was to

have enough money so that I could dress like the other kids. So I
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could get rid of this hayseed-- get away from that punkinroller look!
you could

You could go to town and«pick out the country people and the city peo-
ple. You can't do it any more, but you sure used to!
Their < :
v walk and talk and everything else~ elothes.
They talked different too?
When you started going to school in town, did you work to make some
money? Were you able to do that?

not
No, I did not. Well,hphe first year-- when I first started, when I
went to commercial business-- took a business course, I worked for omne
of the teachers—- fella that was running the--I had to pay a fee, and
I worked for him to pay that. And " I got other things, made a lit-
tle money. That's about the only time I worked. But I worked with my
dad the rest of the time.
But you did have enough clothes so you didn't-——- ?
Yes, I kept up pretty well. That was kind of one of my worriefl, though.
That bothered me. Because, when I went to high school the kids didn't
dress nothing like they do today. Just to show you-- Every day that I
went to high school I wore a white collar. I don't know whether you
can remember when they used to wear th# stiff collars and ties—-
I've seen pictures, but I've never—-—
Well, let me show you the high school kids when I went to school, . and
you can compare them to what they wear today. 4

(recorder was turned off whiléd he looks for some pictures)

END OF INTERVIEW.

Transcribed by Frances Rawlins 03-23-76
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