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”  EBGENE SETTLE
‘ 6th Interview

This is the sixth conversation with EUGENE SETTLE and took place under the willow
tree in his backyard in Moscow on August 9, 1978. The interviewer was SAM SCHRAGER.
SS: And that's something I was thinking maybe you would remember some a-
bout since you were over there. I don't know what the difference was
that they mean by that they.just weren't treated as well. Was it the
actual conditions of the camps? |
ES: I don't think it was the actual conditions of the camp, but it's-
for one thing, for instance, they.was— course that might have been
happened with léts of white ones, too, there's lots of black troops
that went over therg»and the divisionﬂlxzas in and the other boys,
they sent 'em upfgg;ore they was properly trained. Some of 'em had
: oot of e ety
never been on a rifleArange, and take some of these kid%, they didn't
know hardly nothing about a rifle. Of course, I was from the country
and I always had a rifle, I don't think out of my hand I don't think

ever since I was a little kid. But there was lots of fellow, you

know, that didn't know nothing about handling a gun such as that.
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You take about, I'd say, about 75 or 80 percent of the black troops
thét went over, they were noncombat, and of course, they had all
the- now like the division I was in the 92nd. Now, our engineers
were not combat éngineers and most of 'em were stationed at Brest,
France and what they did, they built a camp there, they built the
cémp there and then they unloaded the supplies. That was their job,
unloading supplies, it takes lots of supplies to support an army,
and they stayed there and that's what they did- I don't know what
'you'd call 'gm stevedores or what, but th#t was their job; they un-
loaded ships. And then they built- some carpenters they built bar-

racks there, I came in 'em when I came back- when I came home. But

A ies Cale Rt B U T S A
i ke i s A e S o s i B

when I went there they was just building 'em- building barracks then.

We stayed two days, twenty-four hours there- I slept in a little pup
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tent out in the mud, wasn't no place for us to stay because there
was no barracks. But this black engineering company was building
barracks, but seems like the other people was occupying them just as
fast as they went up. When we got in there, why, we didn't get any,
didn't have no barracks, part of us didn't have no barracks. That's
one thing but outside of that they had- of course, you either belonged
to a combat or noncombat and if you're noncombat you're just liable
to have to do anything, and not only that- but they built the- they
had lots of blacks in the GRS- the &T?y;egistration service and those
fellows in that, why they- their job was to pick up the- bury the
Lomaines
dead. And I know they built the cemetery out at =~ - FHo, o' =me
France. There's lots of blacks out there, troops, they was attached
to an engineering outfit but wasn't black engineers, white engineering
outfit was head of it and a lot of these black troops was assigned
to this engineering troop, that is, that's where they got th2ér mail
and that's where they got their money, this engineer company they was
assigned to. And this engineering company was building coffins;
rough coffins you know, to bury the dead in. And there was a Ger-
man prison camp there also, and they guard prisoners. After I come
: the GRS
out of the Argonne Wood I was assigned to . “.° but my job was to go
back over the ground- the battle field - the 92nd Division that cros-
sed over and a few others and I was in the Grave Registration Service.
And they give you so many numbers- names- of fellows that's supposed
to have died in that section. Take that sectioﬁ and go over that
and find every little cross- everybody that was killed there had a-
was bur- had a little cross at his grave and one of his dog tags on
it, see. And our job was to get this dog tag number, name, and turn
\9 J

it in to{%eadquarters at Grave Registration Service. We had different

districts to go in to cover so much - so much to cover, you know and

Wiy i et SR VAS i e s
FEE N RCRERIIRAA, U TR AR RR RS TRt R R ARG, T W

AL RN i i A N

i R O A BRSNS R T O il i Fo el

i
1
1

E
|




SETTLE

SS:

ES:

we was supposed to get the name of everybody that was buried in this
district and turn it in to the headquarters, and then of course, then
the headquarters)they were to sign when a fellow went out to pick up
these bodies, they give 'em numbers and said the districts that they
et we had o
hadﬁgive to them and they'd go out- they had certain ones in that dis-
trict to pick up, them bodies, and that's the way they kept track of
the dead and the government buried 'em.  And that wasn't a very plea-
sant job, of course. The fellows that was doin' it- they wasn't all
blacks, but the most of 'em were blacks. But mostly blacks dug the
graves. I know they dug great, long- trenches, a quarter of a mile
long or maybe not that long. That was all did by hand and that was
all-didvv**ilack troops. They were what they call Pioneer Infantry
or something like that, of course, they're not a combant infantry,
but they had rifles, it was either work or fight. You was to fight
if you got cornered, but they wasn't supposed to be called up on the
front lines.
So, what it amouﬁted to, was that black troops tended to get thé'more
menial work to do and didn't have as much chance to get in fhe figh-
ting.
Yeah, that's right. Most of the black troops that were sent over in
World War I, the most of 'em was- as this fellow says, the most of
'em were noncombat, of course, work troops. Pioneer Infantry or en-
gineers or noncombat engineers, is what most of thenx“uf%’ But there
was one 366 Infantry outfit in the 91st Division- 92nd Division, they
were up-~ they were up twice, they were up in the Argonne Woods:q;
the Vogges Mountains in France the first time then they came out and
in towards the last of the war, that's when I went in, they went back

in Argonne Woods again, they was in twice. And the 366th Infantry,

that's what I was in and we were in the Argonne. And I don't know
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SS:

ES:

SS:

BS ¢

S5

ES:

of any others, after a while they was any other black troops on any

other front except the Argonne or not. You see, we didn't have any

engineers and we were backed up by French engineers- I don't mean

engineers, infantry-

Troops.

But the French artillery, we didn't have no artillery of our ownm,

we were backed up by French artillery when I was in, and I guess

the rest of 'em when they was in the first time. Well, no- the first

time they went in- I know they was backed up by American artillery

because the 29th Artillery- Harry Truman was a first lieutenant in
that was up

in it! (Chuckles) Yeah, that was the first timeAin the Vosages Moun-

tains. I wasn't in then.

Was the American Artillery better?

Well, I don!t kndw whether it was any better, I don't know'whether

it was any better, I never heard anything whether they was any bet-

ter or not.

The pup tents in the mud; would you say that was an example of ﬁpw

black troops were treated?

No, that- well that- I figured it was just one of those things, you

know. We landed at Brest- well, as I say, there was no barracks

there and what there was was occupied and they was building them-

they was building the barzacks there then, you know for troops. But

when we got there, there wasn't room for all of us and some of us-

I know I Company- we just slept out in the mud. there and I don't

know- whether there was any of the rest of 'em- and the second night

we got there, we moved into the barracks, that wasn't finished and

we carried in the roof- we carried in boards and put 'em down on the

mud and we was just getting ready to.go to bed and we got orders to

move,
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SS:

ES:

SS¢

ES:

SS:

That's right, you told me about that. You said to me that all the of-
ficers were white.

Yeah, all of my officers were white, except noncoms; black noncoms.
What were these guys like as far as the way that they dealt with their
troops? Were they really good officers?

Well, I would say- I think that as far as the treatment from the of-
ficers- I can't say only for my outfit and;#hwkcompany I was in, they
was all right and they was very good. I couldn't see much difficulty.
All the officers- in World War I was- look better mostly than they
did;gater on. An officer was an officer and that's it. I know some
boys that was in World WarI, their officers was, in a way‘w‘: little
closer to their troops, you know- what I mean is- now, you take -

no matter where you met an officers, you et salute him or you'll
get called down about it. And then in World War II they téll me they
wasn't so much that wayfihem officers, they didn't want you, didn't
care about you saluting- that is, off of the Post or something like
that. But in World War I, why, they was awful strict about that;_'

But outside of that I think that if you did your job and if you sol-
diered, why, I think-- Of course, I can't say only for where I was,
and I don't know what some of the rest of 'em- they had it a lot
Yougher than I did, but I didn't have it too rough myself, because I
was in so many different places at the time and I got a promotion pret-
ty fast to sergeant. My own, personally, I haven't got no complaints
about the officers at all. But I found out, where I was, if you sol-
dier, why, you're alright.

I think I would feel better about that if there had been black com-

missioned officers at the time.

Well, that they should have- I understand now, but I don't know just

for sure, I heard that after they first went in- after their firge
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went

encounter, then when they come back and back into the Argonne, I
heard that- you see there was a lot of- originally a lot of regularsg
I guess it's about the only division over there that I know of}gggio
had regulars in it. Some of the blacks from the old 24th and 25th

Infantry- the older men. But I never-

From
SS: Before the war, you mean?
ES: Yes. And then they went over with this 92nd Division. But I didn't

encounter any of 'em. The only black officers I saw over there were
doctors or dentists, outside of the sergeants and such as that. But
I never- and I imagine though probably there were some, if I'd been
in Brest long enough I'd probably seen some of them down there with

this engineer outfit. I imagine they may have been some there.

SS: Do you remember whether the troops did much singing?

ES: What?

SS2 Whether the troops did much singing?

ES: Oh, yes, yes. When we went up the first time, I don't know how long

it would be we hiked when I was going up to the front line and they'd
awhile
just march and then they'd sing a while. They did lots of sin-
gin%.kigwkeep time, you know, you get pretty leg weary with that pack
Qrar\ﬁ; somebody'd start a singing and we'd just walk along and sing and

just sing pretty near all the time we was marching.

SS: Were the songs- were they like popular songs, or were they war songs,
or some that someone made up?

ES: Most of 'em was war songs. Got a5gtok here somewhere I forget now
where it is, but I got it, most of 'em was just come up during the war.

SS: Was there any difference in benefits for white and black troops when
they got back home after the war was over?

ES: Not that I know of, no. Only thing I did hear though, now, was- worst

thing I heard about the war- of course, there was discrimmination of
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ES:

blacks and whites- but I heard, after some of the- now my dad was-

my mother was from Mississippi and they went back, now that was in
1919, I believe, it was the first year I was home- no the second year-
and my dad said they told him that down in Clarke, Mississippi, that's
where my mother's folks- mother was born, and she said that when the
black boys come from the army and when they got off the train they
made them get out of their uniforms. And my dad told me thaf's what
they told him down in Mississippi. And worse than that that I heard,
I remember reading and heard it when I got on home, there was so many
of those boys that were sick or disabled was getting hospitalization
there was no place for them to go to be cared for. They wouldn't take
them where they were segregated, you know, they wouldn't take 'em

in a regular hospital and no veterans' hospital. I heard that.

You mean when they got back to the United States?

Yes, when they got back to the United States, yeah. And I was in Vir-
ginia first in '60, I have a brother teaching down there, Petersburg,
Virginia about thirty—five miles from Richmond and I had had a ;troke
here when I retired and I was supposed to have a checkup every so of-

ten so I went down there and it come time for a checkup and so I told

‘my brother, wanted to take me up to Richmond, there was a -

" Vet's Hospital up there, and he says, "You don't have to go up

there,"

says, "I can get you through the hospital right here on the
campus, they'll give you a checkup. They'll take you in there."
"No," I says, "I want to go to this hospital, I just want to go in
there and see for myself if the Blakks- he isn't treated any dif-
ferent than anybody else. I want to know - to see how they treat me,
to goﬁin thefe and see how severe the segregation is in the Veterans'

Hospitals up there." 1'd heard so much about it after the war. So

I went up there and I never was treated any better in my life than I
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SS:

ES:
S5

ES:

SS:

: ES:

was in that hospital up there. I was only up there, just stayed over
night. I was up there about two days- all I was there for was just
for a checkup, that's all I went in for. And I was never treated any
better in any Veterans' Hospital and I've been in four, I was in
Boise, and I've been in Oakland, California and I"ve been in Spokane
about four times and I've never been treated any better than I was
treated down there, at Mc Guire Hospital.

When you said they had to take their uniforms off, you mean, before
they could get off the train?

No, when they got off they made 'em take 'em off.

When they got 6ff?

Yeah, they didn't want 'em parading around in a government uniform.
Do you remember what they called the race riots that took place af-
ter the war was over in some of the big cities? It was right around
1919 and 1920, I think, there were some riots. It was largely the
whites rioting against the black people-

Yes. Right after the war?

Yes.

No, I really don't remember any. All I remember is all this race
trouble they had in the '60's. Only thing I remember is the trouble-
the World War I soldiers when they made that march on Washington, D.C.
on this bonus business. And,now, let's see,- and they drove 'em out
of town and all that stuff. But any race riot right after the war,
now I don't - I really don't know.

I'm not sure, it might have been a few years, it might have been in
the beginning of the '20's. But, anyway, I've read about it,

I reall& don't remember it., As I say, I don't recall only in the
early '60's along through there when they was having éo much trouble.

: . { lﬁ\\\‘ ;
Anything before that Ibdon't recall it. I won't say they didn't have

SERARRASIG

i St

-
-
1
-1
:




SETTLE

SS:
ES:
SS:

ES:

S5%

BS:

SS:
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ES:

but-

The guy that was the first Black heavyweight champion- that was

Jack Johnson, uh-huh,

When did he come in- become champion? Were you just a little boy then?
Yeah, I was just a little boy, then, yeah, I was justa little boy then.
Why I remember so well, we had a Fourth of July celebration here in
Moscow and Dad had us kids, we was here with him. Did he become cham-
pion on the Fourth of July? Or right around that time, I forget.

I don't know, He had a big fight.

Yes, I remember that, but anyway, Wright had up a concession down

here on Third Street there, the Bell Tower is there now, right there
:;i:ﬁe City Hall is now, on that block there, big Bell Tower and

there was some kind of concession up there and they had a big can-

vas stretched up and a hole in it and a black guy had his head thru
there and he was hollering, "Mid Jack Johnson." And they was throwing
balls at him. (Laughter) I remember that, and that's when Jack John-
son became chaméion, when he won the championship, but I don't’re—
member whether it was on the Fourth of July or around there, but I
know- I remember well this guy- he had a canvas he had up there and
had a hole in it and the black guy had his head in there, and he had
so many balls that he sold for so much and this black guy was hol-
lerin', "Hit Jack Johnson!"

Well, you were- and your brothers were quite a hand with the.gloves,
you told me, you liked to spar around.

Yes, we did.

Did you pay attention to Jack Johnson's career?

No, we'didn't get the idea from Jack Johnson.

I didn't imagine you did, but just-

No, I'll tell you how this glove business came in; Now, one Christmas
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there was a fellow that he was a black man, he'd been around this part
%pountry at that time, he was just a laborer and he had a little place
up at Deer Park out of Spokane, Deer Park. Well, he came down one
Christmas after he'd been down and worked for my dad through haying
chrw*mﬂj
one time, and he came downhand he brought us a pair of boxing gloves.
Give to us kids, you know, a pair for all four of us boys and so
that's where the boxing started in our family. And the firét thing
that Dad told us after we got those glove;, he says, "I don't
care how much you box among yourselves as long as you don't getlmad.
And another thing, any time I hear of your going out picking onto
somebody or some other kid trying to show your skill, either one of
A heat abovt) : .,

those thingshthose boxing gloves goes in the stove." And my dad,
when he give an order, he wasn't just whistling Dixie, he meant it!
(Chuckles) And that's where the boxing started in our family. We
Bod boxing gloves on the back porch and boxing gloves in the barn
and we hadréaying among us, we got kids to say something and the
othersone'll diépute him about something, don't agree with him.and
if we got caught with something like that, why, we wasn't angry a-
bout it, just that way, one say something, say, ''No, you're wrong."
And ~ say, "Alright, go get the gloves." That's the way we
settled our arguments. We'd settle the argument with the gloves,
there was no hard feelings there, just the way we did it. And we
got pretty good, and fighting is a good sport and we did it, and az
bout every Sunday, why, the barnyard was full of kids up there:féqi
boxing but nobody got hurt and nobody didn't lose their temper, so
that's why boxing got started in the Settle boys' family.

This man that gave you the gloves, was he much of a friend of the

family?

Yes, he'd worked for my dad there one or two seasons, we knew him
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pretty well I guess. And he came down Christmas and he brought
us all presents and the best he brought us bqurggose boxing gloves.
Do you know how he gbt connected up with your dad?
I don't know, he was a Spanish-American War veteran, for one thing
and 'I_think he was down in this country looking for work, I think,
this same fellow worked for my wife's folks down at Pomeroy in early
days, when he was a young man. And I think it was through him, I'm
not sure, that it was through this fellow that we heard about this

) ngm% :
other black famllyh own at Pomeroy, and that was my wife's folks.
I don't know, I won't say for sure if that was him, but he knew them
and I don't think he was the first because when I was a kid, the
young men up here that worked,ffarm labor, they would go down in the
lower country around the Pomeroy country and Walla Walla country
ever& spring about in January because the work started quicker down
there, you know than up around here, and I think that's where we
first heard of some fellows from here going down and working down
: ‘\\c‘s an old acmy man,
in that country. Then this fellow, he worked down thereK-
You know, when you talk about going to church ﬁp on Spokane and Mr.
Wiggins, Reverend Wiggins, he asked me what denomination that church
was, and I didn't know.
I went to the Methodist.
Was it a black congregation?
Yes, uh-huh.
Was it very big? K
No, it wasn't- well, it was a pretty good sized church. I wouldn't
say what size the congregation was, what the number, but it was a
pretty good sized church. Of course, I don't think it was as big as

the one they have up there now, in a big city, but it was a pretty

fair sized of a liitle church,
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How did you get to meet the daughter of the reverend? You said that

you were going with her.

how % happened dodo dhat-
Well, I'1ll tell you, Her sister was going to school over here at Pull-

A
man and there was a black boy here going to the University of Idaho,
he had a little one-chair barbershop up there on the campus, up-‘:across
en.calted the Oriole Nest just as you go up on the campus there, he had
a barbershop there, kind of working his way through school, and then
he got acquainted with this girl's sister over in Pullman, and so he
brought her over here and brought her out to our house for dinner one
time, so that's why I got to know her sister, and that's how I hap-
pened to meet her sister is through her. Told me when I come to Spo-
kane, why, come out to see 'em, sé%gént out to see her folks and
that's how I met 'em.
The people that went to church there in Spokane, the Methodist Church,
were they more or less a community of their own or did they come from
all over Spokane?
All over Spokane, all over in Spokane. See, there was a Baptisé Church
and a Methodist Church up there, black, and I believe that this girl,
now her dad he was a minister himself but he was a Congregationalist
o¥ something like that, but he didn't have no church there in Spok-
kane, they attended the Methodist. But the Baptist Church was quite
a bit larger than the Methodist in Spokane, there was more Baptists
than there was Methodists.
Did you become acquainted with many people up there?
Huh?
Did you become acquainted with many other people up there in Spokane?
No, I didn't. I never had very much association with black people

V‘,ﬂ L1 iHe :
outside of my famil%h til after I went in the army, because, now,

you take my folks had a fey black friends in Spokane that came down

s
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and visit 'em, and they went up there -

I went to Spokane quite a little bit and after I met this girl I

used to go up there on Sundays, we'd go out together. And I went-
and then after the war- just before the war, just before the war,

my wife's brother, she had two brothers they lived up at Oakesdale
then, and they came up there and they had a black fellow working for
'em, they came up there and this fellow that was working for 'em he
had an aunt up there and this aunt of his gave a party for the boys
out of town, and of course, she didn't know I was in town, so I didn't
get no invite, but through this girl I was going with, she had asked
her to come over- so she called up and told her she had a date, so
she told her to bring me- said to bring me on out, so I went out there
and that's the only party I was ever to, young black people up there.
And, of course, when I was in the service I met quite a few of the
boys from Spokane at Camp Lewis, because we all went there, all the
ff}St from Spok#ne and went to Camp Lewis there and we didn't get
separated until we went to Kansas City and then we got saparated

and there wasn't any Spokane boys in my outfit that I knew of.

Your folks' friends that they had from up there, were they fttends

of their's of long-standing?

No, they just met 'em-

Through the church?

Through the church, well, not too much through the church but just-
well, I guess how they got started how they got acquainted in Spokane,
the black people in Spokane up there, mostly through that people that
worked up- blacks that worked on the campus from Spokane. Come down

9UP|+

here and worked and through théa% And then my sister, she was in
A
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Spokane for- she went to Spokane quite a little bit and through her-
and they used to visit back and forth. But our family, we never did
lo‘k b[ad‘-
have too much-very association with people. Course, in
those days that was really before automobile time and transportation
I back

Jhe year CalC ke
was pretty slow. And then when I came back from the armyp that is, army
the first black graduate of the University of Idaho, her son entered
school down here. She was from Spokane. Well, I guess probably in
some of these other- I told you in some of these other conversations
that - we landed in Moscow, we wasn't coming to Moscow, Idaho until

inded

we landed here. When we lad here we was going to Moscow, Washington
and we landed here and we got here there was two businesses in Moscow.
One family ran a restautant and another family - and another fellow
had a barbershop. Now, I don't remember whether they was all in the

dhet Lhe

same building or not, but I know fellow by the name of

Mc Rae, they ran a restaurant that was quite a hang-out for the col-
lege students and then a fellow by the name of Crissman, he had a
barbershop downtown. And his daughter was the first black grad;ate
from the University of Idaho, and she just about started- when they
started Idaho, too, but along about that time, it was pretty early.
And she was the first- I don't know whether she was the first gradua-
tion class or the second one, somewhere along there, it was pretty
soon after the school was started. And he went to- they lived in
Spokane- theip home was in Spokane and they went to Spokane and this
girl married a fellow-I don't know- he was from somewhere back East
whether it was Chicago or what- he was running on the railroad and

he bought- that was when gold was discoveré-up north you know, there
was lots of mining- and he bought- he bought a bunch of shares in some
mine up there, you know and they eventually became prétty well off.

Paid off for him, you know. And then, anyway when her son graduated
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do Collegé
and she wanted him to go- - sent him down here to Idaho. And

he went the first semester then he went home and come back for the
second semester, got the flu, and died down here. That was the second
year the flu was so bad.

Right after the war.

g4
Aé%ter the war, uh-huh,

So you knew Crissman's daughter.

No I didn't know Crissman's daughter. I didn't know the daughter.

I met this kid's mother, after he passed aé@ she came down and I met
AheN Crissman

her herﬁc but I didn't know the,daughter.

Then there was the family around Tensed that you mentioned.

Yeah, Kanes.

And in fact I guess they're still there.

Yeah, part of 'em are still there, yeah.

Did you know them at all?

Yeah, I met the Kanesboy when I was at Camp Lewis, that's when I met

him. That's when I met him; the Kane boy at Camp Lewis. And we were

friends unti; we got separated and then we got together afterwards

and he was a fellow- He was in a different outfit than I hmland I

think he had a little rougher time than I did, but I don't know how

bad. That family, too, was kind of like ours- there was the 01d Man

and one, three- I think they had six- I think there were six child-

ren— seven kids. I think there was three girls and four boys. The

youngest girl, she's still alive and the oldest boy, and the next to

the oldest boy- there's two of the boys left, and the youngest girl

is all that's left up there now. Well, the girl isn't there, she's

in kind of an old folks' home, rest home up in Spokane. And the

boys- the next to the oldest boy and his wife are thefe, and he was

in here- I seen him here this fall- this summer, rather. He just
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got out of the hospital in Spokane and was going back and they brought

his wife down here and she's out here in one of these rest homes here.

SS:

ES:

SS¢

ES:
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She was not very good, she was going to stay out there until he got
back, but I haven't heard from 'em- whether she's out there or not.
Well, what did he say to you about what happened in his experience
in the war that makes you think he had a rough time?

Well, he didn't have too good a time. He was in the Pioneer Infan-
try work outfit, he got into that. And so, anyway, he helped build
this cemetery ouE:::eRomaqu France, and he was one of thé fellows
dug the graves, helped dig the graves out there. I mean, he worked
just like a common laborer more than anything else, he was in the
army but he put in a lot of his time with a pick and a shovel, and
I didn't. My hardest work was packin'- hiking and packing a heavy
pack, that was my hardest. Anyway,:ae don't think much of his army
experience. But as far as any mistreatment from the officers, I
don't know as- I don't think - I never heard him say anything about
that.

That Kane, is that spelled K-a-n-e or K-i-n-g?

King. K-i-n-g.

You know when we talked about socializing when you were growing up
and the-dances and that sort of thing. You said that you'd have to
dance with one of your sisters- only your sister. You had one sis-
ter that did.

Yeah.

And I know, like what the Wells- like some of the stories the people
tell about the Wells family out in Deary, was that was a mark of
how well they were accepted. You know, it didn't matter at all, Be-

cause they all danced with the- it didn't matter.

Oh, yeah.
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The dances. But in your family most of the kids didn't dance.

They didn't dance. Well, really, I think that- well, I know, too,

the young- some of the younger- the Wells did. Now maybe they did,

I don't know, I won't say for sure. I think that most of the dancing
._\,hodgh ,

they didiwas mostly these house party dances. I wouldn't

L Know Hat™

say so, but I know that when the grandsonﬁ he used to go to dances

up there at Deary and Troy, too. But the older ones, I think that-

the pioneer days the olden days, well, I think they give, you know

these house dances- parties- such as that- I could be mistaken on

that one, as I say, I didn't know them.

That's probably true that was in the pioneer times.

50
I thinknthat's mostly) get together and have a party and then

dance with somebody- somebédy could play Turkey in the Straw on the

violin. (Chuckles) Yeah, that's what I kind of think. I wouldn't
say that's true.
Yeah, but in the case of your family though- how come that your sis-
ter did and the rest of you didn't? .
Well, as I told you, she was- she went to Spokane more than the rest
of us and got dancing with the young people up there and she danced
up there. And it was just like down here with us kids- young people-
we'd have neighborhood party or something like that and somebody'd-
and sometimes some of 'em'd dance and that's where shé got her start
to dance. I never favored dancing, I never did dance, and I had
e o he
one brother, that he danced a little bit, but dancing didn't take to
us boys for some reason or other.
But you guys would go to a party or a neighborhood get-together, any-

No, we didn't dance. Like my wife and I after we were first married

down in the country there, we used to have parties there and play
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cards a while and then they'd dance a while. I never did fancy
dancing. But I always envied anybody that was a good dancer, I
liked dances that way, but I just - I'm one of those guys that's
got two left feet!! No, the family, that's something that's very
funny about the Settle family. There's very few black families I
know of that there wasn't some of 'em in that group wés musical
inclined or could sing. Now, you take the Settle kids, my sister,
she played the organkggﬂéthe piano a little bit, but us boys, we-
was none of us could sing. I've thought about it lots of.times,
I've told my wife lots of times- if us kids could have been- had
talent could sing and got up a quartet, Settle Brothers Quartet,
we'd a been)bot it Just w1 vs, Oor r}%hmf gvegﬁu‘l’cpjzs'f' got i1y
My dad's folks some of them was musical, but my mother- my grand-
mother's dad he was a reed banjo picker and after he got married

the first child was born
he- he hung that old banjo up on the wall and it hung there 'til
the day he died- 'til Dad went down there in 1919 and tore the old
house down and built for Grandma ? . I remember when wé was
coming out here we went up through there, and coming back West we
stopped there at Grandma's and we tried to get Grandpa to play that-
to play for ﬁs, but he never would do it. Never took that thing
down.
Religion.
Huh?
He got religion? ’

Yeah, oh, yes. Oh, he used to play for dances you know, and go out

and dance and drink, but when he got married he cut it all out and

~_hung up his banjo and that was it. S

So, in other words- the fact that you didn't dance around here- you

could have if you'd have wanted to?
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Oh, yes, shoot, I had a chance to dance lots when I went to high
school, I had lots of chances to dance if I'd a wanted to dance,

but I just didn't.

What were these parties that you had after you got married? Would
they just be-

Social parties, we'd play pinochle, play cards, you know and have
lunch and dances. Usually somebody- maybe we had one or two guys in
the neighborhood that had violin- could play violin and theyfd dance
and then they'd dance and play cards and fact of the matter, some

of 'em danced and some of ‘em- practically every night danced and
some of 'em didn't want to dance, play cards.

Would this be at a person's house?

Oh, yeah, just the houses.

How many couples would go get together?

Oh, gosh, we used to have- we probably used to have twelve, fifteen.
Couples?

Oh, not, not céuples, people.

There's a farmer friend of mine- I don't know if you know the Gilders
at all. The Gilder family.

Gilder?

Yeah.

He grew up around Harvard.

Harvard- Gilder, yeah.

But he lives- Glen Gilder is his name, he lives near Troy now. Any-
way he used to be my neighbor out there when I 1lived out there.
Yeah, I know the name, but I don't really know-

Well, he kind of got me talking to people in the first place and it
was partly his idea- mainly his idea- anyway, he taught me how to

play pinochle not too long ago, yeah. (Chuckles)
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And my wife and I went out there, oh, it must have been about a
month ago after he taught us how and there were four couples in
there including us; eight people. And gosh, it seemed like we
played pinochle half way through the night. I mean we-

Yeah, they did. We played- used to play-- oarties.

I know we had- Stella and I had one- we had a big house and had a
party there one night and I don't know how many- a houseful and
come a big snow storm-

Come a what? Big snow storm?

she bb?&&

Snow storm and " : snow and four of 'em- two couples
stayed all night and left the next morning. The post master's dad
and his wife, they was one couple that stayed there and this fellow
that runs the travel service- Neely Travel Service, his mother-in-
law and father-in-law they stayed. Those four stayed.

Who's the post master?

Buchanan. Howard Buchanan.

Buchanan, oh, yeah.

So a pinochle get-to-gether it could go for - could be a long-

and usually people had eats.

Oh, yeah. That was one of the main things; eats.

Would people talk first; would they socialize first and then play
pinochle after they'd been there for a while?

We usually played pinochle to start with and then we served some
kind of a lunch, you know, and then after the lunch, why then, that's

when somebody'd get out the old violin and some of 'em would want to

dance and they would dance and the others play pinochle and some

~of 'em ; do a little of both. Course, you could have so many

playing pinochle at that time that sometimes there wouldn't be enough

for a table. But that's the way they did it. They always had dancing
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and pinochle. They kind of had their choice.

Would this be mostly in the winter or would folks do it in the sum-

mer?

No, that was in the wintertime. No, not in the summertime. We had

no parties in the summertime.

Too busy?

Too busy. But the wintertime,vthat was in the wintertime.

How often would they be? Say in the winter?

Well, when we was first married there's one every week. Probably

be at our house this week and some of the rest of 'em next week.

Kind of go around and back and forth until spring work, or 'til the

snow went off se. we couldn't go in our sleds or something like that

and then they'd break up.

Was it pretty much just right in the neighborhood?

In the neighborhood, yes.

Your near neighbors?

Oh, we took iﬁ quite a bit of territory. Some of us- well, I'11
wis just

say, now- we lived- I guess our place, we " about at the end

of the neighborhood on the east then I think they must have went

west about five or six miles. Probably about a ten mile square.

Something like thatj?%bbab\y\ﬂh¢+'bl3'

Were the other couples young couples like yourselves or were they-
There were some older; some older. There was, nowv, let's see- there
was Stella and I and Cliff and Martha, Ben Johan and his wife.
Well, they was about- there was four couple about like Stella and I,
~ young married people and the rest of 'em-Wg;gugllfolder people. Some

of 'em were quite a bit older.

I tell you, it seems to me like really a lot of fun.
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Yeah, we had lots of fun.
I wish I had learned how to play years ago.
Then in our neighborhood- the school marm,she boarded in the neigh-
borhood and of course- if she stayed there over the weekend, she'd
have her boyfriend and he'd be there and that would be another young
couple. They followed 'em pretty close, if they didn't have some
else special to do. It helped the winter to go faster. We always
Party or two
had some‘dﬂck '« We were out about ten or twelve miles from
Moscow. And fifty years ago there wasn't so many automobiles, either!
We all had cars, you know, but in those days we usually run our cars
in the shed in the wintertime and blocked it up and it sit there
until spring, but now ‘H’qdrivenlgi(l the time. I know the first two
years that Stella and I were married, we didn't-- well, one winter
we stored our car in Moscow here. And then one winter we put it in
the shed and blocked it up and then after that, why, we'd start dri-
ving it all winter every place. Chain 'em up and drive 'em when we
could and when we couldn't we took the team. Always had it ready to

whed
drive when I could drive, we drove it. We used to you know win-

(oML } J
ter’ , you'd jack the car up and put it on blocks and let it sit

'em

there 'til spring, but now, no matter how bad it is they drive
all winter.

Was that the main form of socialalizéng at the time?

Huh?

Was that the main way you got together?

Yeah, that was the main way of socializing,

What about the schools? Did the school get much use for socialali-

zing, too back then?
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Of course, the schools- the country schools, they had quite a little
bit. Now, like at Christmas time they has a Christmas tree, you
know and a program, and such as that, you know, and different holi-
days the kids would have a celebration. But they always had a bi9
Christmas tree at Christmastime and everybody went and has a good
time then. And every so often-sometimes they'd want to raise some
money for something, and they'd have a basket social, you know and such
things as that. Kids had quite a bit of social life among themselves.
But say for- they weren't really dances there at the schoolhouse?
Ho: No, they had no dances in school.
Some places, I know they did use them for that. It sounds to me like
pinochle was by far the most popular card game, too.
Yeah, that's kind of an old-timers game, was pinochlefafdsz. No, as
long as jfremember- as long as I went to a country school, and as
long as I've been in the country I never remember the young people
having a dance in the schoolhouse or anybody else. Now, like where
we lived- we lived down in the lenville country then down in tﬁere,
there was an old store down there that used to be a school there when
I was a kid and that was a great entertainment centiﬁldown in there.
They had big dances down there in that old schoolﬁggery Saturday
night every so often down there. That was a big gathering place for
young and old people.
Was it still being used as a store, or was it abandoned?
It was abandoned. The building was still there and that's what they
used it for, was a store. And the schoolhouse, right next to us,
adL 0~
when they abandoned ., theyﬁkind of a community center out of it.

But they didn't have any dances down there I don't think. Well, I'll

tell you at that time automobiles got so plentiful they didn't dance

out in the country, they'vent somewhere else. They went to Spokane
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Or Lewiston or GeneseeT that was too close to home to stop there and
dance, they got out of the country. All they used it for was to just
have parties to give people and wedding anniversaries.

You say parties for people? '

Huh?

You say parties for people?

Oh, yeah, wedding anniversaries op something like that. And then,

of course, the women they had a kind of sewing club or some kind of
club and they met there, but I never heard of 'em havin' a dance

in there. They might have, because I left down there.

Were you guys really so busy during the summertime that you didn't
have time to socialize at all, or would you on a weekend or something
like that get together with another couple or something?

Well, I!11l tell you, in our household, after I got home from the army
and we got an aut<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>