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HENRY BRAMMER
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Early thrashing methods. Wet harvest of 1893, Life
in 1893 Depression: bartering, hunting abundant game.
Hunting with old "muzzle-loader" shotgun.

Comparison of 1893 and 1930 Depressions: 1893 was
harder, Farmer was already established somewhat in
1930, some money circulated. Sold eggs, butter, cream
for very little.. Early butter making, selling
cream through mail carrier. First settlers on Potlatch
ridge wiped out; same everyuhere,

Born 1881, worked in '93 Depression trying to help
family. UWorked in fields 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. for 35¢/day
or trade for food. Helped at home.

Social life as child: playing w/neighborhood kidsj scared
of "big town" of Kendrick, town kids "too smart."
Walking was the only transportation.

Farming with horsepower. Costs of bringing in a
crop and crop prices. Oepression farming. Prices
then and now.

FDR brings in the Farm Program, Henry works in it
for nine years., Washington dictates what to do,
Henry retires,

Father left Germany because tradition dictated that
oldest son in family inherited whole estate--no
future for other children. Fourteen days on boat
to America.

Landing in Hanover, Kansas. ODugout living in Bushma,
Kansas. Cellar, chicken house, and home all dugouts.

Moving to Idaho. "ue didn't like the hills,"

Settling in a German settlement. Learning English
at age of tuwelve. "We had to dig out our own way."

Wartime feeling aginst German immigrants. Younger
generation learned English but older often refused it.
When War came, English started to be used in German
church. American flag on Cameron school torn down,
"torn to pieces and tromped in the mud" and blamed on
the Germans.
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Liberty bonds in WWI forced on the people. "They
told you you had to buy...your quota or they'll take
your clothes and property and everything else."
Later, bonds cashed in for 80% of value.

Parents helped Henry start own farmj had $400, bought
horses and equipment. Farm equipment. Made no profit
first 4 years., Homesteading in Montana.

Typical farm work in early days. Long days; 12 to 13
hours. Each farmer worked differently. Big farmers
could hire help.

iWW, Roosevelt brings in CCC. IWW tries to enlist
farmers; gangs of men would stop farmers on road,
tarlier, working on railroad in Colorado makes Henry
realize need for labor organization. Conditions in
railroad work here also very bad before unions.
Farmers here never really got organized,

Hoboes. People started bumming in early days because
work was scarce, even before Depression. Work in
brick factory. Hoboes here in '41 would come to farm
asking for food., Times improve w/WWII. Prices in
WWI compar8tively better than in WWII. If depression
happens now, times will be really rough., "Everything
is out of line,"

Now social security replaces family responsibility for
aging parents; parents used to be taken care of at
home. Burying family members, then and now.

with Rob Moore
August 27, 1973
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Henry Brammer
19.2
On this tape, Henry Brammer recalls early farm techniques and practices.
He tells stories of his boyhood on Potlatch Ridge and compares the local
effect of the two depressions. As he grew up, he spoke mostly German and
this created some problems for him in his community during the First UWorld
War. He also talks about Roosevelt's farm program, the IWW, and starting his
own farm. The interviewer is Rob Moore.,
Mr. Brammer: But they lost all their grain there, see they had it that year.
INTERVIEWER: That was the 1893 one?
MR« BRAMMERs Well, they was headin', they got started, lots of it they hadn't
cut when the rain came in August.They had to discontinue and we'd stack
it so they'd just dupp it in the stack car, just cut the heads off about
that far, you know. And that was it. Then they come along with dump tables
and forks and fork it on there and then they have to hold down to feed
the machine. That's the way it went. So that year, every stack that
hadn't been threshed yet, why it just all grew out, there was men and they
cut it, they took their knives and cut it open and throwed the stuff
all back and they had a little maybe in the center but that wheat uwas
all just black. It just kind of burned, got hot.
INTERVIEWERS UWere they letting them dry out?
MR« BRAMMER: No, from the wetmess there and so the wheat just looked black

but I know we fed it to our chickens., I don't know whether it done ‘em

any good.(chugkles)
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INTERVIEWER: Well how was that 1893 depression to get through anyway? WAs that
a rough one to get through?

MR. BRAMMER: Oh yes, that was a bad one. 0f course we figured that we just
forgot about money and stuff and father went out and*worked. We made a living.
We'd get our meats and everything, beans or what they had, garden stuff
and so on. And we raised garden stuff, that was good. And flour and stuff,
why we'd get it from the farmers we worked for. No money. It'd be something
to eat, atleast he kept his family agoin'. And it wasn't only with us, it
was everybody was doing the same thing. And of course we had a lot of game;
chicken, prairie chickens. They were so thick I used to go out hunting then
already, a kid of fourteen years old.back then. Well, I guess before that.

+hest
And I've seen\dh@%§tubblefields that they were in there and they'd go up
and you could just see the whole sky was full of 'em, you didn't have
to aim, you just pull the trigger and shoot into 'em and down they'd come.
(chuckles) So oh there were prairie chickens. Then everybody I guess got to
using them aMd a1l at once and they were gone. There was none left. The
last ones I heard of and I still agree there's a few of 'em over on

(lv¢aJV\ Ridge they claim, prairie chickens. But I haven't saw any for

years. Then the blue grouse, they came in. They was awful thick in here.
Well, we finally got rid of all of those. bisappeared. And of course
_\_Y\C(L

we had deer and but nobody ever went out hunting. For those once inAawhile
a fella would kill a deer right close to his home because they were busy

otherwise but the prairie chicken and grouse we used to and _b_*gvs\\ phc«szw‘ri

Lots of ‘em, which we still have back in the timbers but that was it. We had
a, my father had a old nurzz]ar loader; you know what they are? I used

to load those things. Now you had that [n‘ag{gcl , you pound down the
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uh you put the powder in and then put your wad of paper or stuff on top.
0 hkrd. out

You had to pound it down to hardﬂthat the ramrod jumped clear/on top you
see. And when yothot, you just put it in and shove it down loose you
see . So I used that gun til 14—1«::74 . And ]ihad dogs, they had so many
dogs thepy they got in my beans here and the romp all over th?re. And
I got mad at 'em one day and (chuckles) so I grabbed theo}shotgun and
I shoved another load into it and

Athere was one in there. And you know, I blazed away at that dog and that
gun went clear up in the air and flew clear back twelve feet and it had a
crack in it that long there. It's a wonder (chuckles) it didn't explode
all together.

INTERVIEWER: Well using those old guns, since the shot was just packed loose,
did you tilt the gun down and the shot just roll out?

MR. BRAMMER: Oh no, you put a wad in on top of dt.

INTERVIEWER: Oh fop of the shot?

MR. BRAMMER: Yeah, of the shot. And then go ahead and jus% A but
didn't get—-if you pound it down like we did that gun would kick something
terrific! So a fella had to, my dad, he learned me how to do that. He
said not to ever 4@t that shot down there like that he says,ﬂItll kick
ya and it'1ll knock ya clear over{

INTERVIEWER: Well how do you think the 1893 depression compared to the 1930
depression?

MR. BRAMMER: Well it was a lot harder but in 1930, we had plenty to eat and
everything here and there was some money there atlleast we could g‘ét.

It didn't amount to much, just like I told ya, eggs seven cents a dozen

and butter. 1%ey could go ahead and they just put it up, they didn't have

any molds or nothing, they put it up in great big chucks. And the HloceS

were just cut off and what they want from it. So that's the way we used
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to put it up but finally then we had to quit it because the law said they
didn't allow it anymore. But butter same ﬁay, we wouldn't hardly

get anything for it. But we was on the farm there. Well now you take

our cream, we milked nine cows there and have a five gallon cream every
once in awhile and we send it down with the mail carrier. He could
carry that stuff. And we'd get atmnd?"a a dollar and a half to two dollars
for a whole can of cream. That was all, well aqleast we got some money.
Now in 1893, we didn't get that, there was no money. They just didn't

have any. But those that did have it, why they kept it so tight that it
didn't get out in the country. AtPeast the stores I suppose and places,
they had to have alittle. But we never saw any of it. Of course Thirty,
Twentysnine, Thirty and Thirty-One there, it took a lot of farmers, they
went broke. Lost their places and. . JBuiﬁ?nobghhl you take the Potlatch
Ridge there when we came here andAéﬂLre were all the first settlers. They
all disappeared. Every one of 'em sold out for a little or nothin' and they
didn't make nothing here. No, I don't think there was hardly a one
that stayed here, until the second ones came in and that's the ones that

made it. Well it happened the same way in Canada, the same way in Montana,

the first ones that got in there. They all went broke. But excepting I

didn't, T got out 1In time}md just by nip aNd 4vel . Because we had a
a¥§\g in there that we used for good. And then they came--they hadit
gone back in places and some places, they were making all right but you take
guy that the last town he was in; they hadn't Came Q;gck.
INTERVIEWER: That was in Montana?
MR. BRAMMER: Yeah.

INTERVIEWER: Well during the '93 depression, did yo%quit school or anything to

help work én#support the family?
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MR. BRAMMER: When?
INTERVIEWER: I 193,
n93 ;l/\nd‘: “bgf‘ﬁ’ ”’,}\/aar-f
MR. BRAMMER: In '93, yeah. I was only a kid, 1 was, see I was born in 'STlsoA
506 oL coorss,
A; had to help work, sure. We had to do something. Like I told you, we'd
be in the flax field pulling weeds or we'd be hoeing beets for some farmer.
I worked for two bits all day long and then in that flax, us kids, a whole
string, maybe eight or ten . kids get in there and they go through that
flax field and pull the weeds and we worked from seven o'clock til six at
night. That was all. Amd we got thirty-five cents a day.

INTERVIEWER: Did you get it in cash or did you get it in .

MR. BRAMMER: Well sometimes you'd take a tray, it'd be once a week or maybe
something else, fruit that they had, we'd take that. But otherwize we'd
get some in cash but we wouldn't see any/ vs Kiﬁiﬁfc ~+==>=. The pat?ents,
they take that. We wouldn't know how to spend it. (chuckles) Well we
didn't have a chance to spend it. We had a store there; yes, but just a
littke stuff, little groceries and stuff and a post office. That was all,
so, but we didn't know, we always knew about if you could get a little bit
of candy and we generally got that when we took the eggs and butter to

efwieed U3
Leland there and we'd get a nickel's worth of candxf There was two and
y ; go IM; Wéld'
three of them, the girls and then us two boys. Wedfarried the eggs and
butter down.

INTERVIEWER: What did you do for fun as a kid?

MR. BRAMMER: Huh?

INTERVIEWER: What did you do for fun dn those days?

MR. BRAMMER: There was no fun in our life. We'd get together, just around

0

the immediate neighborhood. Because we had way of getting out unless we

walked. Sure. But we never mixed with the kids downtown here and so on.

xow
Kendrick was a strangekto us kids. We just didn't get there enough.

F——
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If T did get there, why I'd be scared to death, I'd stick right padeY
father's wings. (chuckles) Because I wou{d'u‘“i' MIX with no kids. Then

in our neighborhood, why we'd visit together, we went all over. And

we had a little , oh we played baseball, us bigger kids and so om. And that
was fun but getting out, as far as seein' anything, like circuses or

shows or something like that, there was no such thing.

INTERVIEWER: Well were you scared to go to Kendrick because it was a rough town
or because it was a town at all?

MR. BRAMMER: I didn't like the kids. They knew so much more and they were too
smart for me I thought. I just kind of ducked out. You know we
didn't mix. If it was in our neighborhood, the ones we know, why we was
fine, we'd get along all right. But these kids in town there, I know we
went down one time down ogkhe creek, we used to go fishing in Potlatch there.
And we got clear into Kendrick and then the kids come in there and boy
they got awful smart to us, going to lick us. Well since that time, I
wouldn't go near. (chuckles)

INTERVIEWER: Well did they lick you or did you get away?

MR. BRAMMER: No, we got away. There was one of 'em especially, it was the
Christisen kid out here that they called him. And he wanted to fight
us. He wanted to beat us up. I got scared of him. No, we just didn't-—-
then anyway, going around, we never had a team of horses ti1 T bought, tilk
I wen-t to farming. Ande hoqﬂff three head of horses. But you
couldn't make anythinétfarming either because slow as it was, with your
foot burner you know, you didn't stay on plowed ’“ﬁ“ kvet ground. I had
hay, I had some hay ground. And I seeded that and wild oats practically
took the weeds unloaded it and b%iﬁfd it up. And Hauled it to Kendrick for

nine dollar-s a ton. Well that was pretty good money in those days. But
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you had to pay two dollars .or three and a half’for a bale.. And then your
wheat. It went around here from all the way from fifty to seventy cents—-—
that's about the price we got s ‘+: We saw worse prices during the

depression then. I sold wheat for twanty-one cents.

INTERVIEWER: Puring the ' second depression?

MR. BRAMMER: Yeah, in '30. That's when we N&lﬁ” back in the hole. I was farming
pretty good in wheat then already and I lost seven hundred and fifty dollars
of good money.

INTERVIEWER: How?

MR. BRAMMER: Yeah, that hurt.

INTERVIEWER: How did you lose it?

MR. BRAMMER: Crop didn't pay out. Twenty-one cents wheat and so on. We just

r « dollar
have kids hoeing in the beans and we paid those a dollarAand a half a day.
And so on. We kept agoin', we was startin' along to get along pretty good
there from '21 on until the depression hit and then of course it caught lots
of farmers short and no price, absolutely nothing. If you'd had a little of
this five dollars bushel of wheat now, vqe'd been all right. But we
didn't. I had a big crop. Today, if I'd a sold that crop today that I had
there that year, I'd had twenty-five thousand dollars for it. So I run
seven hundred and fifty dollars in the hole, - . It just didn't
work. Butjf madeﬂ}jl‘s been so long. That's when we, when Delano Roosevelt
got in, Franklin D. And he finally put the prices back up pretty well and
the farm program got in and I took for that, I worked in that for nine
years, in that program. But it got into politics, got away from it, the
big men took all of it again. Of course you take the big farmers at
that time, good grief, look at the money they got out of the government. But

ko Wk,
you take us small farmers, why they didn't get much? But when politics,
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it thinF

when Washington took over, I finally quit,KI quit in "4) or '42. Thar'®

o 9
all the ‘L{)“ . got cut out of it. And I said it's a recommendation

to me, I says, that's the way it looks to me, I says, we're just dictated

just exactly what = to do and we can't say nothin'. Washington needs a

pencil. It went all into politics . That's generally the way it goes ~4hP0Qﬁh

 With

., the government takes over everything. \Generally runs in the hole.

It's too much money. \

INTERVIEWER: Why was it that your folks decided to leave Austria?

MR. Brammer: Huh? ‘

INTERVIEWER: Why was it your folks decided to leave Austria.

MR. BRAMMER: Oh we were in Germany.

INTERVIEWER: Germany.

MR. BRAMMER: YEah. Well I don't know. I wag g4 Year old but I suppose ;Father

Thave . Yqn bewar, ‘ :
saw no chanceain Germany at that timeTand still is that way.” If theye if
a son, the older one inherits the whole place. The rest of 'em got

to see how to get along. And that's the way it was there. Well then the
rest of 'em, they just ha¥®no future there, they have nothing to go on.
So they all started for America because it took us fourteen days to get
across. We was on the trip fourtéen days. And it ‘;sn't like today,
Fhey starts». olf in the morning there and in London by night, or nothing
like that. Well we couldn't figure that out, that anything like that
%ould happen. But it did.

INTERVIEWER: Did your folks ever * tell you any stories or do you remember
anything about the passage across?

MR.BRAMMER: No, they just told us that they was on fourteen days on the boat

and ‘so on. I'11 tely&a as far as knowing anything about Germany,

they neverAtold us. I don't remember whether my father had any relatives

there or not. They just didn't say nothing. Mother had, she had and she
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had some sisters and brothers there and she told their names, she use-d
to write to those. Well we knew those then. But we never saw 'em, We
never. It was quite an undertaking for those there to go into a country
that they didn't know or anythingJ and take off and come over here you
know. And so we didn't get the best of it.because we landed in Hanover;
I don't know how long we stayed there, I can't remember but I know AUQUﬁf—
my brother was born there.

INTERVIEWER: In where?

MR. BRAMMER: _ Av4U5T | my brother.

INTERVIEWER: No, where d19éou land?
MR. BRAMMER: He's passed on.

INTERVIEWER: WHERE DID YOU LAND?

(e ma ) -
MR. BRAMMER: In Hanover, Kansas. And I. was born in Hanover, =~ s 'and my brother
VA'MLM . :
was born in Hanover, ek . : e -

Same name so I talked to a fella the other day that when I went uptown

to have my hair cut. I was sittin' in the car and boy I get lots of company,

It
them old timers. And so he wanted to knaw, he says, I heard you landed in

Hanover, Kansasr He said:lThat was my hometownjand so on. He was there and
he wanted toknow if I knew anything, I said, I don't know nothing about
Hanover, I said, I landed there when I was a year old and I says I think we
wentﬁgfin a year or two and so I don't remember anything.

INTERVIEWER: Well was it near Hanover that you lived in the dugout?

MR. BRAMMER: No, that was in Bushton, Kansas. That was where my father homesteaded
and toogaxz—empﬁﬂoﬂiand We could take a half eection that way so that's what
he did. ‘1%at's when we lived in the dugout. We had a cellar, chicken house,

(7% L'
our own  piombiaaq , el dugout. The whole thing right along the
] J

bank. So I can remember that. That's when I start to remember things.

G

g
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INTERVIEWER: When you moved out from Kansas, were there a bunch of people that
moved with you at the same time?
MR. BRAMMER: No, no, not--they came out there first. And then, yeah, there
MN"-V:
was a few of 'em, my father s they came out from Germany too. And

they homesteaded out there and then they wanted him to go and that's

why we got out there. But I don't remember whether there was any of 'em
there_But in Bushton, Kansas, when we moved out of there)and we were there
eight years I guess, so then there was lots of those people that asked us

to come over in there, they moved out already. They ; 5+¢V*16L '
s b
out. Weé hung out probablx\a little bit longer than they didjbut her folks

moved out, well they was in '90, '92, practically two years before we moved
hre  ell
out. But FAther, they wrote to him to come out and - his place

" V{4 ’ :
didn't want to, He thought, I want to see, he s4/d by Egetinto ‘a bhad
in Western Kansas. % :
mess here,/I'm going to see what it is.” So he came out here a. year before Thi/

lefr
and - ' us in Western Kansas » his family. So when he saw what was going on
evexHhing, Chimate
here andkwhat they could raise here and so on and liked the K . and everye

. A _ % [[m“x;“)
thing, amd $0 here we come, the next spring. But we didn't like the hills;

we was scared of 'em. Mother, she wouldn't g0, when she got up on top of

N

~

« Iz
hill, she says, I'll never go back to Kendrick. So well after awhile,she wonf, fhe

went_lﬂgg% & Y\me . (chuckle) But the first time when we went up on

thosfe 439g$$¥(3) grade there and this other one was washed out, she walked
Llf{ we. =

up all the way and us kids did, wouldn't ride on the wagons -~ was scared

to death.

INTERVIEWER: Well you eettled in a colony that was pretty much a German town

wasn't it?

2 h
MR. BRAMMER: Yeah, it was a German settlement. Same way - . Western Kansas see.

Mo ol
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The Germans, always when they came from Germany, it was some of thqfrelativesj

and they all went in a German town. That's why I didn't get any school.

Because I couldn't tallk 7 English to amount - e s to
e 1 lwnt i1
anything I was twelve years old. . = - after I got out herejwe got to

go a month or two to an English school. And that's the way it was with all
the Germans,

they had their German schools and that we learned, of course, we'W45:ifl school
there, They had more religiouiﬁnstruction than anything elserut we learned
the reading ané%ur arithmetic and whatnot. They've had thagjyou know. No,
but I should of known. Whu\tn Iﬁo‘f’;; twegfy-one, why it took me til in the
30's or 40's before I'd really catch up with it you see. Because w7had to
make our own way, We never got one dollar from our folks)because they were
poor. And we had to dig out our own way. €0 I think we doneE?? 7\lg_ood.

INTERVIEWER: . .. buring the war, did--was there much feeling against the German
feeling because of the war with GErmany?

MR. BRAMMER: Oh yes, :first, the German people “““, that changeéd the whole thing
then. The German schools and whatnot. And children, they start to learn
English, they was all talking English torrectly then. But there were some
of 'em, like her fath+~er, why he still stuck tithe Germans and he i%ff’“+4vvf

a0 ol WA,

Was p  They were wrong on that because that year when we had to make our
§§r+urc,Xfﬁ§é should of gone to English school and learned there. But we
didn't. \bgdu‘-\' \\R\;@ed But when that World War came, why then the)*-hought
to preach German or English in our German, what they called the German church,
you know. And so it finally went that - Germans were all out, there was

no such thing anymore. I believe that a few southern states that we had

they say that we don't know about here anymore. And we were pretty well

grown up then when they finally all got through the English and we really

had to learn it all over. Got mixed with different people, the American
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people and we got their ways anyway. I always did fight for it, even when
they had nothing but German, I always said you should [g&f& ‘th—EZthst
8o finally when it did start, oh some of those old Germans, they were huffy.
(chuckles) They had good ways, yes, but they should not, when they
moved to this country, they shouldn't of stuck up that way for Germany.
INTERVIEWER: Well did anyone ever get into trouble for around the time of the
war for sticking up for Germany?
\yetteX
MR. BRAMMER: Oh no, no, the people they knewkthen, they all shut up. We kids,
we wasn't in trouble, oh there were some of 'em, they were rough to us, yes,
they'd talk awful nasty about it but we neveqhad anything bad happen there.

They did tear down the American flag up at Cameron there that we had on our

school there and it was tore down there and promptly tore to pieces in the

Aneot MJ(* ,
mud and they blamed it to bebgermansi Well, they didn't do it. I know who
ey four d oot
practically done it'k They did such things to get ‘em into trouble. And

then about liberty bonds, they got pretty nasty about that. It wasn't liberty
bonds«)\-:-\-\\Qév focced +on oz, Fhat was 7 CENd of Side )
INTERVIEWER: What do you mean, they forced liberty bonds on you?
MR. BRAMMER: Well, they'd just tell you, you had to buy so many. So I had bought
\aeloce  Ahe War  act dhwough.
some;before I got through with all of it,AI had twelve hundred dollars worth
of liberty bonds. And they told you that you had to buy so many; that's
your problem and if you don'éfh!he government will take yo#ur clothes and
your property and everything else. So some of ‘em came around that way.
I didn't get scared of 'em, and I went to work and I talked with the judges
and to the people down there and "what about that?" They says, "There's no

such thing, don't listen to those people." They says, "They're just trying

to make trouble." So I got out of it but I took some liberty bonds. But

then after we had our liberty bonds and cashed them in afterwards, you got
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eighty percent, see. The government trimmed 'em right down. We didn't
get our money back. That was wrong tob.

INTERVIEWER: That was the first world war or the second?

MR. BRAMMER: First world war. And the First World War, that was the one that
done that. I went to work and I traded in {wﬂe&fY»two hundred and fifty
dollars in Montana on the oil business, they were digging for oil there.

So I held those about six months and I made double on those, I got double
back on those so I thought that was a pretty good deal. So a fella told me,
he knew a mine, I trusted him and I had known him for a long time and bought

o
land with him and so he says, "I know you can make money on thisgso I've

the whole thing
invested /7  ind went in debt again. I lost 'em.
INTERVIEWER: Another mine?
MR. BRAMMER: Yeah, digging an oil well. So I lost it, because it didn't turn
out. So I didn't gain anything there.
INTERVIEWER: When you set yourself up in farming, what did you do? How did you
go about it?
MR. BRAMMER: About what?
INTERVIEWER: How did you go about setting yourself up in farming when you started
farming here? You had some money from your land investment?

any
MR. BRAMMER: Well, I didn't have A money myself. But I had borrowed money,

or given to me, I didn't borrow it, I didn't draw any, but four hundred dollars

x
of ithworkedbut. I paid off on the help, I helped pay off on the place there.

So by the time I got ready to farm, I had this four hundred dollars for the
folks and when I owned a farm, they set me up, they paid me the money back

you see, so I could buy that and that's whely I bought my horses and my

machinery . And that's the way I got started.

INTERVIEWER: What kind of machinery did you buy?

et —

SR otk
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MR. BRAMMER: Well, just walking <plow and harrow and a disc and whathaveyou,

a wagon and a buggy. And I don't know what else. there was. But we didn't
have too much machinery there then, to harvest with. I had a mower and

I had a binder. I bought me a binder-a second-handed one. Well it was all
practically second-hand. So that's the way I got started but it's just like
i tol%&a, I think I told ya once before, it was three or tour years before I
went to Caggda then. And I just came out even. I didn't make no money all
those four years. Not, no gain, whatsoever. But I was in the business.
That was like the Nigger  on the Missouri River, he'd pay so much for
hay on one side of the river and then he ferried it across and sold it for
the same thing and the fella said, "you can't make money that way." '"No,
"but I'm in business." (laughter) So that was about the way it was with
me. . . So in Montana, we stayed the first winter, we stayed at Mooré, Montana.
And we homesteaded just forty miles out north of Moore. And we built us

a car-roof house, twelve by fourteen or sixteen’ what it was. Just for
the car roof. And--

INTERVIEWER: A roof ofacar on it?

MR. BRAMMER: Yeah, just like a car you know. These round, say he put a twobysix
across there andtgﬁﬂbut a three-eight, or ten in the center and bend your
board too you see. And then put tar paper over it. That's the house we
had. .So when we was ready to move out on the homestead, I had bought
between my brother and myself, we bought four head of horses, five. Took
a front wagon and a couple of big poles and set that house on there, that
old shack and let the poles, they was dragging behind, I only had it on
the front wheels put the four horses on and away on across the prairie.

Forty miles. I didhit make it the first day, I h1d +© camp  on the read.
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I had everything, a little feed and everything in the house so I could feed
the horses. And when I got there at the homestead, there was a little snow
had fallen that night. And I didn't know exactly where to go, where it was.
So I pulled in there and I $at that thing down and I said "this must be it .-
right in here somewhere." And you know after we moved out there and

after I saw it, I got three feet over the line off of my homestead. If I
had left with two or four feet the other way, I'd have been on the other

side. (chuckles)

INTERVIEWER: When you were farming here in the early days, what would a usual

workday be like?
+i1me

MR. BRAMMER: Oh, We worked almost any . of the day. We had no hours like

- The worlking was not organized ke he 1o Now, yo guocd
they use now you know., Because / you take a farmer, if you hire for a

farmer--I hired out here at Genessee, German town to a farmer for twenty
dollars a month and actually N that man would stir you &t out
at four o'clock and would let you get in that field and:géke you stay

with it til seven, eight o'clock, if you didn't stop. WE1ll, I worked many
time for twelve, thirteen hours a day. We had no rules and regulations and
Covrss
that was the way the farmers wanted it and you should abide by it. i
I didn't stay with "em too long, I guess I worked there from the early
end of spring til harvest time. And then I worked for his brother on the
thrashrgachine. He had a thrcshyggchine there. So I worked for him. And

aenm.l '('Mm ~ work,
then afterwards, I worked for him, = the whole year around.

But that man was just different that his brother. When six oédlock came,
he saidryou throw those jw‘jf there, don't you go around another field.”
He was just the opposite, he wouldn't let ya get out there til about seven
o'clock and at six, he'd quit. So I liked him so much better, But his bro-

ther , oh  he worked an outlaw for that. (chuckles)
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INTERVIEWER: Did they ever try to organize the farm workers around here?
MR. BRAMMER: Oh no, it would never happen to us, I'll tell you, the first
: 4o it
organization that came 'inl , why that was when the big factories and

like the cars and railroads and so on, they started that. Farmers absolutely,

they hadn't got any organization to speak of. Because they-$r+ed (f’ but

still they --it's too much money, the farmer does not hire. With these modern
machineries and thag§, you know, he can do sqmuch more work than we used to.
Well, they had to hire, well they won't now. Some of 'em just hire a year
around, big farmers, but smaller farmers, they just can't afford to have &
hired mgpn. They can now with their prices they've got, I think.

INTERVIEWER: Well I was told in some parts of the county, the IWW's came in
and tried to organize somc of the farm workers.

MR. BRAMMER: Oh yeah, they tried awful hard. That was quite a layout there then.
\jhaithey came in. So when Roosevelt came in, why he started theCCC camps,

Well, I don't think they were paying 'em too much but they did stay,

they had a little work and Could [i¥¢& . But they--I remember, I remember

here in the woods, they tried to organize, you'd find(Raan on the road there

and they'd stop ya. It was gettin' up where we were gettin' cars you know

and things. And _you went to work and they'd stop you on the road and wanted

to know where you were going or what you're going to do and so on. And they

want you to join 'em. And so I never paid much attention, it reallyizgver was

in the farmin' community, they couldn't get in there, it was out in the

bigger outfits whergfhey were. Railraods and so on. I remember,

see, I was in Colorado one year, two, that was when I was a kid, eighﬁgen

|ots o

years old. And I went out there and they told me I could make . . money

out there, work for wages and so on. So I went out there and when I got

there, thefe was a hundred an-d sixty men to one job. (chuckles) We Gﬁ“%ﬁ*f
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- worked all winter. I finally got a place on a ranch there and worked
out for twenty dollars a month. And so then I went, after I quit:

there I was going up get in the railraod from AﬂﬁAhhnfﬁ to Lo COWIN

Colorado, the sugar factory in there and they had a twenty or thirty mile
road to build so I went up in there and got here and I worked on that rail-
road. And I had, my mother gave me blankets and quilts and%tuff you know

for we :
and bedding amd—F had to carry that and We'd roll it up and away we'd go

badL al b
on our bike. @nd woxked up and down the railraod tracks. So I worked for

that railroad camp there, got in there and I worked there one week and I

got ay lousy *¥ ¢ pt caon . We had to turn our blankets over every night
. T way jurt af
to search so they wouldn't catch ﬁoutﬂgkr au4u1fkom, j Well had—= lousy
Wb e
Q=N < . I had a friend there, he was that way. I left all my coats -

"’\P et T hed and T ﬂ\/awacl L~/Qf7‘nv'\ sul
clothes and-folded—up everything-etse and I went to town and

blankets)

took a bath and washed and bought all new stuff. And throwed everything

+
awayf And It took me about two months to get rid of tem though. Yeah,
At ahould wh
® . I say was that the ,LbQ\”Mﬂ\ men A organize because it was, well they
didn't treat you h\HﬂAr) . That's the way the railroad was at that

time. Well I say, when these automobileg factories and everything came

4 e
in it was f£4me for them to, or they take atﬁVhU¢aqc ol !l“‘i 974 .

INTERVIEWER: But the labor troubles then, never really hit this part of the county
then?

MR. BRAMMER: Huh?

INTERVIEWER: The labor troubles never really hit this part of the county?

MR. BRAMMER: No, we never, we never really had trouble here. The farmers really
didn't. They never did at all. It was for these big companies to organize.

w\v
And they had a right to. They didn't - 'em right because the {gdrncxd

: LS \lwﬂka
T kiow Loy one it was bad . when this road washed out here, at
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the railraod, they got a bunch of men in ﬁhere. And they were all a
bunch of winos, the whole bunch of 'em. And you know the;éworked those
people, :221 it wasn't human the way they treated 'em. They éid“\f\'get' !
much for it and so on. And then I guess all they wanted was if they could

tnch
get a little wine and that was all. And , they got organized up—at
ot Labsy shade for e .

and it was a good thing they .did,they- te-respeet—for—the .
b He've gone o for on he 97hes
But that's all gone now. I 54y ~want- to-farmon—theriverside
Ar leail” f '

too. AI seeR it that way.

INTERVIEWER: Did you ever hear about an organization around here called the
Farmer's Union?

MR. BRAMMER: Well, there was unions, the faxmer unions and different things.
But you know, the farmer, never, never got organized. They tab oneof the

farmer's grain and so on. Well they really don't accomplish too much. It's

more of a social get-to-gether to my notow - because we just never
by mt beys duf
got too far on that. They want me to join thequuac‘ I didn tK
But as far as improving the labor, I dan't think they
helped much. And the farmer's Unio% 2 &> It was a small group,
S

they never, never got anywhere.

INTERVIEWER: Well, the way I heard the Farmer's Union, was one of the things
they did was they kind of a, they had a store that they ran where you
could exchange stuff, you could get good prices on stuff.

MR. BRAMMER: Yeah, well they do buy'they still have, My boys, both of 'em
are working in on the sto-re down there at Snake River down there now.
Where they buy it cheaper, they had a kickback on it. So that's about all

but as far as labor on the . farm, there is no such thing. Because you can't

go ahead and have labor work eight hours a day and 5&16‘?1“(“ 4NWVU6\\)

(
T quitt 'The farmer can't stand that, when he's got his crop there,

he worked for all year, whether it's twelve hour work or whether it's fourteen,
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you've got to get in and work. That's why he does it himself with that
big machinery they've got now and they can't use organized labor like that.
I know. I had boys, when I stacked my beans, I was thrgshing, one Saturday

night up there. And then they said they had an organization to do ‘everything

And so when six 8clock came, I had a bottom of a PxQC(_ there. They couldn £

Shude

take over an hour or so. Set down their fork and quit. Of course, they were

only kids. I told ‘'em, I said Boys, go ahead, it looks like rain and I says,

so do The.
It'1ll all be a mess, se- move-this, But they wouldn't move. So

one of the brothers came over, he was going to get that boy home that Saturday
night and boy if he didn't go out and he made both of 'em work til they got
that cleaned up. So he knew what farming was. But them two kids, they

just figured, well that's it. So that's the only trouble I ever had with

N\
fellas. That one time. And they were boys, I guesskthey just wanted to show

Aeovgn wiin hi 4
their authority but they didn't @6 (chuckels) That brother of -
oy

¢l V4
he was an older boy already and when he came, he said, Jou kids can too. And

+hose : yi\”% farond
he says, You take that fork there and put& .~ thingg +\’\€\‘€, hey wentro‘ﬂh yov,
right to work, cleaned up the leaves. That's the only trouble I .ever had
with labor.

INTERVIEWER: When you were out in Colorado, did you run across many hobos, you

said that time you were sort of a hobo yourself?

BRAMMER: Oh yes, there was hobos everywhere CM'\’\“M"\ 4w béddmjand SO on.

And I tell you, it was pretty rough there.

INTERVIEWER: In what way?

MR. BRAMMER: WEll, you just couldn®t get work and 6¥“J0KSI|£- 2 you didn't have
anything or didn't--I happened to get in with a family there that figured it

was tumm¥br them you know and they took care of me mostly. Otherwise, I'd have

starved to death, unless Somebody helped me. BEcause I was only eighteen
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years old and I went down to Walla Walla and started harvesting down there,

they were earlier, Then came up here to Colfax and finally came
figured on coming

over to Pullman and harvest and then I L home. And so a fella, he was

from Colorado and he said to me,”You come on to Colorado, there's 300d

jobs @dex there. I've been over there.” So I took his word for it

but shuck-s, there wasn't none. The first job we went to was on a tgcfi

%(;mvvj out in Moore Montana--no, what was the name, I forgot.

o A+./€4ﬁf-,f'was up there on the mountainsand when I go#there why I
looked like a young kid and he says "This work is too heavy for ya and
you can't do it, we can't use ya." And so they kicked me out
And I went to Denver that night and so the next day I was sitting in the
park there. I got out and looked around the park and here come a fellow from

~—he had & :ancﬁmﬂ:there seven miles from Denver and he said, "Are'you

looking for work?" And I said yes. He says, "I can use ya." Twenty dollars

a month. WE1ll, so I went out there, I worked that winter and I got
along fine but the next spring when I  figured I was going out and
make more money why shucks, I wouldn't do it. Just too many men.

Finally I went to Longmont, Montana and got into the brick yard. And we

had to make five thousand bricks a day and I was out ther%?rying in the

fields you see. I had three molds, what you call molds, three brick what
(\\\5;‘:—‘” / -\Jﬂt\{

they mold into it, theK just slap it in and cut it with a wire and then I

carried it on to the field and dump it and have rows there and let the

sun dry 'em and then put 'em into the kilfA and then we had to burn ‘em.

So I made good there, I got three dollars and a half a day. So

that was good money at thaqtime. And I got enough money to get home again

and I hit for home. (chuckles) But there was no organization of labor

at all. Méybe in the great big cities back East, I don't know.
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INTERVIEWER: That was during a kind of during the depression time wasn't it
or was it between depression?

MR. BRAMMER: No, that was--we was out of the depression and everything, it
was a normal year. But uh it was that way. WE had hobos all the time.

Now we had hobos when we came down here in '41 where the boyglived, where

they lives now. Why we had hobos practically every day coming and in and
asking for a sandwich or somthing. Carrying their 1ittle bundle, bedding

and so on. They were people just shifting around all the time. Of course

we got into the war then, the Second World War, you see and .~ i things

perked up again. We got 'em pretty good but I had quit farming an@,gﬁﬂ:ﬁf!ﬂs
was farmin'. Ernie had to go to war. He went in the Navy for over
four years.

INTERVIEWER: Well was it the war thét kind of brought the country out of‘that
depression do you think?

MR. BRAMMER: Well, the——iﬂFhe first place, when the war was on, we got pretty
good prices. We had come out of it again. You could farm, it wasn't too
big. It wasn't nothing .like the first world war. But at least—-

INTERVIEWER: Were there real good prices in the first world war?

MR. BRAMMER: Oh yes, yes, there was good prices. Well the way things went up,
we couldn't believe it you know. But we was selling hogs for two and
a half an-d three dents a pound, live weight. Well we got si:v eight cents,
well we thought that was something terrific. Well it was. But not what
we had been used to. And beans, they got up to ten, twelve cents, that s@8MN>
Well ) Wheat got up to ‘ couple dollars a bushel. And then of course
after the war, everything went phooey. After, let's see, 1890, no, it

S&ch eve.
was 1918 when the war quit and uh then @(‘ao\uo,\\\l A downt he deg'!%“’"}/\

' 4
And then we werehn trouble again. Becauf I worked for, I don't know about
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this one, if it ever does crash, it's going to be rough’ . Because we're
out of line with everything, such things as five dollars a bushel for
wheat and so on. And th;vabor, the way it is, you'd get oneff 'em

here for say plu;%r or electrician or something like that. 1It's outrageous.
You just can't afford it. The common people can't affordpt. It's too

much money.jIr Qhﬂﬂfé- say they can't earn it. Now you take plumbers,

I suppose they charge five or six dollars an hour.
INTERVIEWER: They charge more than that.
OU* O‘@ ‘INQ
MR. BRAMMER: Yeah. Well maybe more than that, so that's < . |t we're gonna

be like Germany I feel. Thaqkur money won't be worth anything anymore. ;That's
what's going to happen and then look out. Then the times will be hard. And
we're not going to get anybody to help us like Germany did. WE went over there
; 5“*““AY
and we helped them out And I look for it, I hope I won't see it anymore
It's out of line, everything is out of line. But I say it
for the old folks, the Social Security, it's bemn an awful boost for the old

folks otherwise. There have bemn 0ld folks here that absolutely couldn't make

it because nowdays the children, they will not take care like they used to.

The old folks, they used to stay in, where the daughter was, if she
50 oM :
got married, then the mother or father, whoever passed on, why the one that
Ahnhe

stayed there, why he'd take care of home. And my mother, she was thirty
three years with her daughter. And she didn't have no money, she couldn't
go nowhere. She never went to a hos=pital and I don't think she--I don't know

how often she had a doctor there. Hardly any.

INTERVIEWER: Do you think families in gemeral, were a lot .tighter in communities

and groups and things were a lot more cooperative inhQSE }3Q{5.4$
NG

MR. BRAMMER: Oh yes, you take asy community, now you take my father, died in

1913, ES didn't have an undertaker. There were no such things. Mother
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did, she died in 'ﬂ6. Well, she had an undertaker, we saw to that.
But it wasn't quite as rough as it is now. NOwdays, good grief! It

costs you an awful lot for a funeral. But still, the law itself, is not,

+v
you can go ahead and don't have to yoU ) If you've got a doctor that
say¢ that that person is dead, you can go ahead and bury 'em wherever you
what.
want to, whether it's on your own land or mot. Because the law can't

Lrom dodsg /1

stop y%v Now we used to--there's two children right in our place that we

found up there. Two children layin' right on top of the hill, we don't know
W{ Wizl nver fmm , YOO S
their graves anymore. there used to be picket fences around for a longtime.

il here
But we find e people that had been buried-eoYev helt.

(END OF INTERVIEW)

TRANSCRIBED BY CLAUDIA LIMB
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