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Attending Chautauqua in Lewiston.

Father allowed her to go to Lewiston to Normal School if she'd
pay her own way, while mother would have had her stay at
home. Boys were preferable to girls for their field labor.
The family fruit dryer. The cider press — the neighbors

came for vinegar. She wret to church by herself. He helped
poor and neighbors.

Neighborsppulled his house to new location. He stored seed
corn in the house. Neighbors stole and drank his hard cider.
Poor families received little sympathy unless they were
working farmers. Contributions to a poor family.

Cereal from fresh-ground flour.; hand mills.

They moved to Idaho County because of husband's ambition to

own a cattle ranch. He underestimated the problem of caring

for children; he wanted her at home, but she needed to teach.

Her love of Latah County. Her ambivalent feelings about their
place in Idaho County.

In Idaho County people were on an equal footing in their struggle.
Her importance to Idaho County community. Helping out for
families on American Ridge. She saved all her money to go to
Lewiston School — $50. Harder work at home. A dinner she
didn't want to cook.

Importance of going to school. Her prayers to leave home.
Arrangements to get room-and-board. Her mother wouldn't
allow her to pick fruit in Ju liaetta; mother never took her
measure. Preparation to go.

Her friendship with Raymond Harland; his encouragement when
she started school. Her initial loneliness in Lewiston. Parents
sent her exact fare to come home at Thanksgiving.

Work for room and board. Country vs. city: sophistication of

the elite. Friendship with the woman she'd previously kept
house for. Desire to be knowledgeable. Putting people a

ease. Learning in Lewiston.
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18 29 Importance of adequate training before teaching. Ability
in school made her friends. Schooling and certificates.
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00 38 Children proceeded at their own pace in her one-room
schools. Combining subjects.

03 39 She helped the doctor recognize a boy's paralysis as caused

by a tick. A drunk neighbor who beat his sons when drunk.
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+hose 1
W-C3 eeeS0y I donit Kknouw when . Chataquas came in to Troy. I don't knou.
But, but I went after I got going to school, to high school douwn

in Troy and I don't think they'd been there before. They talked about a
Chataqua, I think it was brand new when .the Chataqgua cam:around, but: I
don't know what I was going to say it was, but it was in the early 1900's.
In 1900. I don't kow if it was early. I never got a chance to get away from
home to go to anything before 1910. Well they didn't have them, wait, I'm
getting ahead. I went to Lewiston to school and went to summer school in
Lewiston and that's the first Chataqua I atteﬁ%d. And that after that there
were Chataquas in Troy. I don't be;ieve it did come to small touwns before
tta te I think they hit Lewiston and Moscow, probably. I don't know about
Moscow. But I went to them in Lewiston and I thought,"My, how wonderful
they were." And they gave the students at the Normal school a special rate
for a ticket. It just so happens that I had a chance to help a woman with
two card parties, with the refreshments. Don't let that go on the record.
But I got money to go. I think it was only a dollar and a half got a season®
ticket. And we had three or four days. And&here were all kinds of speeches.
There were speeches for educational reasons and then there were speeches
for inspiration. Then of course they were discussed by the teachers from
the Normal that were there, and they..had pretty good teachers at that time.

SAM: Discussed after?

W C: After we had heard them.

SAM: Discussed in class?

W C: Well, they wouldn't discuss them very much in class as a lessone. But they
would mention them and ask us about the highlights and what we liked about
them. I can't remember much about them, to be honest with you.

SAM: Ho&were the Chataquas set up?

W C: In tents. In a big Chataqua tent. Ané they had their people come and I don't
know where they stayed. I wasn't looking at the machinery of anything ét

that time. But I think they stayed in the hotel% And they went right on to
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the next place, you know. They weren't traveling in cars then from place
to place. Not right then at the first ones. First time I went to Leuwiston
to school was 1914, In the summer.

What were they like?

There was music. There was a varied program of lectures and music. The
music I remember it was the first time I ever heard the Swiss Yotierlers.
There was a group of Swiss yoderiers came and there was a backgroudisketch.
And those sketches I loved because they told us something that most of us
were shy of to hear about how these people lived. Then there were Scotkth
Highlanders and they came in their Scot Highlanders, they came in their kilts
and the.. bagpipes. That's uhere I first heard the bagpipes was ,Cﬂi?“
Chatagqua. And for music, that's what they had. And they had a symphony
orchestra and if I had been a little bit more musically inclined or been
lat’s. say a?ittle bit more musically talentedee

So they were all apart of the Chatagua.

Oh, it was a program. And you subscribed to the Chataqua. The Chatagua
people had their program planned when they came, one after another. On
Monday you'd have certain things. And Tuesday and Wednesday. There were
three days of it, I remember. And you took the regular program. And they
went on from Lewiston, wélﬁ?hey went on to the next place. Went on doun
the river, I suppose, I don;t know where they went. But eventually they
wound up ﬁk Portland,'l suppose. And, but, Idaho, I don't know, they might
have gone oncto Salt Lake, because Utah has long been on that program. I
don't know, G:atuthat time. I wasn't so interested. I was interested in
getting to the Leuwiston Normal and getting some credits so I can get to
teachinge. And I was interested in thate. Very young. And more than young,

I was very inexperienced. I didn't know how to find out things.

Well that was your first time away from American Ridge wasn't it?

Uh huhe It was.
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What was it like to be living in Lewiston on your own?

It certainly wouldn't be typical if I told you what I went through. It would

have been vofy untypical. I went down there, I found out my folks could

not pay me, could not pay for my board and they told me that. And my mother
wasn't going to allow me to go away from home. :She needed me at home. She
needed me in the house, she had little children and she didn't see how

she was going to be able to do it, and she didn't want me to go. Papa said,
e doﬁt have the mongyy but if you have found a way to go down there and
pay for your board and go to school,"he said,"you can go.‘I won't stop

you." He said,"I won't say you can't go." And he said to my mother,"And I
don't want you to, either." That's how I got to go, If 1'd have llstened

to my mother, I'd have been on the American Ridge yet, digging away, possibly
covering up the graves and things likékhat. Caring for them. She had no

gpition for me. She had personal ambition, bu% f miﬁﬁrnot have any for me.
But that's neither here nor there. That's not teo be on record. I'm sorry

I brought such a thing up.

Well, what I've been interested in lately is what family life was like.
Often I get the feeling that kids were not considered important like they

are these dayse.

They didn't come first in the privileges that they extened to them, but they

were regarded as another meansSees

Mavis UHcy$ . Work force.

1 g B

Yes, they were th@ labor force. They couldn't hire labor and so here was
a labor force. I remember that papa was very disgusted to know that the
child next to me was a boy. He was four years younger than I and that was
There
wonderful, was a sone. And of course he was spoiled as bad as could be.
H
e was given many privileges as a child, even papa gave him privileges,

although not as many as my mother extei%d to hime Then after him there

were three girls and everyone of them was a keen disappointment.
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What's the advantage of having a boy?
Field labor. Farm labore. And it was still fround wpon to put girls but to
déngoo much of it, Not many girls went out and worked with horses and
machinery. Not many. Some did. I didn't., I was a coward., I was aftaid of
horses.
Do you think you could have done it if yoﬁ'd been willing to do it?
I might have. I might have worked with the horses if I'd a been willing,
yessI had sort of a suspicion I would but;IFdidn’t%wanapb.But I wouldi not
milk a cow. I made up my mind I would not milk a cow, So I got a mental
blocke I'd squeeze on the tits and nothing would come. Never did come for
mee.Never dide I never made any milk come,
Sounds like you didn't fancy yourself too much of a manual worker.
I didn't realize it then, but I really didn't think of myself as small, but
I really was small., I had small hands,. dyas fat, I got fat, but, ate too
much, I suppose. Too much of the wrong thing. We certainly had lots of rich
foods That's one thing we had plenty of.
What did the family eat when you were kids?
We ate everything. We had the finest garden in the world. I've never seen
a better garden, a home garden than uhét we had. We had a home
orchard, we had all kinds of rfietit. We dried the fruit and we canned fruit.

foce
All summer. And it wasn't very longy'l wasn't too large when they learned

how to can vegetables. At first th;; didn't know how to can vegetables. I
can remember when my mother canned corn with a compound she bought,Mrsees
well, it wasn't Lydia Pinkham. It was a compound of some sort she bought,
and put in the jars. And they were all a little bit afraid to eat it for
fear it might be poisonous. It might contaminate the food some way. But
it didn't. We ate it, as I remember it and I've lived to a good old age.

>¢ Did they dry corn then?

Oh, we dried corne. How I liked dry corn. And to this day, dried corn is
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much more tasty to me than canned corn.
It is me too, but I haven't had it for years.
Was there any special setup they used for drying corn?
Well, not particularly. We had the one. We were particularly lucky. We had
a homecdryer for prunes. And it was a little shed-like building, built up
oh, I don't know how many feet it would be. About six by six, I imagine.
I think it was about six by six. And then possibly eight feet tall. And
then a roof over it, and :raised, elevated underneath it so there was
air in there. And then in the middle of that thing was an old heating stove.
Pot bellied. But it was an iron stove. Papa wouldn't ﬁbe anything else because
he wanted, well, safety. He didn't want it to burn down. But, and it was
in the orchard, up to this dryer, quite a ways. I romanticized it. I roman-
[ook vpen

ticize it now im my memory. But it was very unromantic to look aa.lt wasn't
as romantic as it might have been to me, but at the time, because some
things did grow up under it. If it wasn't a very noxious weeg, Papa didn't
mind so much, but any noxious weeds got to growing around there, we had
to clean them out, spakes or no snakes. But otheruwise, there were enough
green things grew up under there, you knouw, make it look kind of nice,

look like carpet under there. And I could imagine all sorts of things.

|1 ked +o

If I remember, there was usually a frog under there. I chase him out
hea

him, holler. But snakes harbored there, you knou.
Right under there?

Sure. It was up on legse. I should have said that. For each corner there was

6 H/“‘ﬁ QP oNn ’\6(56 A
a post and we called them lcgs.A hey could have been easily pulled out., I
av\d %k& l+ DU+
don't know, they sold that dryer to comebody.3o Somebody did coreeventvaily,

So there wasn't a whole floor?
n
There was a wholé floor in it, up above that. There was a floor andAtha

posts were just at the corner and they went down. Oh, yes, it was weé¢l buiit,

Nothing on my father's farm was not well built. The chicken house was
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wonderfully built. Neighbors used to come in to see how it was built. Nothing

&

was built sloppily, not there. e wasn't like thate
In those days did you dry other things besides prunes and corn?

Yes, we dried apples. But the apples didn't dry in there very nicely. Mama

e
did put them in there but she didn't likei@he way they dried. I can't

remember what the difference was, but they don't dry the same process as

BoX

g g i en
prunes doe \ prunes, you know, you dipped them in lye water an%:%hrough

a routine. It was no small job to dry prunes. And that was bad enough, dipping

them in lye water. I never had to do that. I had to make cider. ~Wally: was

asking about cider the other day. He wanted to get a cider press. And I

laughed and said, I wonder what became of our old cider press. And he was

horrified to learn that m%\ever had a cider press. And I said, we certainly

did and I didn't care to have it. We made it and not for the making of

cider, cobirse, we drank a little cider when we first goﬁ it made, it uwas

freshe. And brought 1 the apples doun there and had all the washtubs out

and I think we borrowed > washtubs ertra. We had to pick up the apples,

shake the tree. Zapa .waould comenaround and shake the trees, I wasn't big

enough to shake them.(Get that cream there).

You want some?

Just a spoonful, make this more tasty for me.

He would shake the apples off the tree?

Shake the apples and my brother and I would pick them up, bucket after

bucket and put them in tubs. And thep we drew, I drew the water out of the

yer Jo draw Hie WAt

cisterne. My brother wasn't big enough and strong enoughﬂ I was four years

older. I drew the water out of the well. And we carried it out there and

poured it oVer the apples, you were supposed to wash them, and we got a
wﬁ?room and we shook them around, I can imagine it wasntt done too weill, but

dh, a é@ple of times it was done right. Did that some more. He showed up

hows Maybe our dad, he got pretty particular about the eider. And of course



we had te pick out the leaves and throw them out. And then we put them

through the grinder.lWell, Orville liked to grind, so he ground a lot. He

did just about as much, only he got tired of it, whenever he got tired of

it youda ik, a wfzke that. And, but he did pretty well for a little Kid,

I thinke Wish I had him back.

So the grinding was the main part?

Oh, I don't know. We ground it and it went down into the baskets. And they

were made of "cleats" Papa called them. I gon't know what they were. Like

e Hhdker Haan |athe -

lathe, pieces like lathe.ﬂAnd Very smooth. They'd been cleaned and everything.

Very smoothe. And then they were wired from the top. ;'m afraid my coffee's

going to spill.‘Bout so high, you see. 0Oh, no, that wasn't the height. This
oo ¥ ok e Lo

wasﬁthe height; And then so ° from the tép. And there'd be a wire that

went around, and passed over them and was twisted and - on to another

one and then there was a crack left between theme. You get the idea? How

these lathes, all around, four walls of them with the cracks in betuween.

And then they were leveled off so the tops and the bottoms were level. And

there was a lid that went on the top. And of course, the bottom was left

at the bottom., And that fitted into the bottom of %2;5 press that helkd them

and it also held the ring that had the grindeﬁ? that had the mill on the

side of the cider mill. And at the top there J;s a hopper that we had to

put the apples into.

You ground apples then?

We put the plain apples in there.

I see.

In the hopper, to grind them. And then they ground and went down into the

aM
stuffs. And the juice squeezed out all aroundAthose cleats. And we uwere
ash
supposed to grind that until we got it doun to not very much - left

in the bottom of it. And then, I don't remember, we had to clean that out.

I don't know. Seems to me we had to have help with that.
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Did you make very much cider? '
Ahen & ot of
Yes. We made two barrels full at least. Andnthe neighbors would come in
and maybe they'd have a gallon or two gallons made. And I rebelled against
that, making it for the neighbors. LHZY HhiNg5
Then not everybody had a cider press?
N : Leem : near Vo . :
obody. Nobody had a cider presif But our vinegar, er, our cider wasmade
with J;negar.
That's what it was made for?
‘ ol
And when it got to be viegar,hthe neighbors all came with théi? gallon
buckets to get a gallon of Vinegarxgugs, jars. And all thehggighbors got ite
Did your father sell it to them?
I don't think he ever got a cent. My father fed more people thaf any man
fon American Ridge. And I just got up and fight any time . that I hear how
much the church did for people out there. Because the church was good and
I love the church, I liked them and they were good to me and they did lots
for me. So I never say anything against them, except in so far as saying
that the church did so much for people who lived out there and they left
papa out ‘cause he never had anything to do with the church. He himself
never dide He never went to church, but he saw to it that if I yanted to
go, I wente I was to go, I was to be free to go,'cause I walked over a mi¢®€
to church and back. He didn't hitch up and take me or anything like that
not until after:Illwas married and went home to visit and then did I want
foy Jonaec

to go te church, then I could have anything I wanted. And it didn't matter.n
But that's the way things go. But anyway, he never interferred with my going
to churche. But somebody starting in the community, so+heywent around to
collect food; And the folks gave, always butchered, we grew up on pork
and he butchered the average of eight hogs all together in the winter and
then maybe a pig or two, as he called them in the fall, before it got cold

m

enough to keep ~ . And they had for use. Table use. And so besides that,
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we consumed quantities of pork.

SAM: The family that was starvinges..

W C: He gave meat. They get a ham and then they'd get a great big, my mother ouwned
a, how much lard she had to render, what a job that was. That was terrible.
They renderedf&n top of the stove and inside the stove. All that grease
and stuff. And there were os many crag}ins left over, grind up the cracklins,
we kids would grind up the cracklins and she'd make soap even out of the
cracklins, that weren't burned. But they didn't make such good socap. He'd
kill a calf a year. He wotldn't eat meat himself, but my motheriliked it
and they'd give the neighbors some. And after a while, not during the

(ed ¥

first years, but after a while, they‘%wcan the beef. And that made good
meat. My that made good meat. And we canned.

SAM: The lard that she rendered, was it mostly used for soap?

WaCa No;ﬁﬁérd was used for cooking, of course. le merenft like the Chinese or

&f?he Jews who wouldn't use pork. It was used. So if I'm defiled, I'm defiled,

‘cause I certainly grew up on pork and on lard. (Pause in tape)

W LCseeasoback to vi%gar. Now when, everybody knew we made that cider and we
stpred it in what We called the old housw. We didn't call it the smoke
house like other people did.‘And that old house, I said papa was very
particular about everything he had there. Well, he had painted on the out-
side to make it look a little bit better. But he bought forty acres. Actually
eighty acres mostly for pasture and there was a field on top. I think he
only got about fifteen acres 6f good land and an old house on it. And they
brought the old house over, oh, the neighbors ceme over on their horses
and so on and pulled it over, comrse, that's nothing to tell about, it
guite a thingee.

SAMs “allgll, it Aas

W C: A whole day's proceedings.

SAM: Sounds like a whole neighborhood was pulling together to get something done.
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It was a community thing. And papa was very popular with his neighbors and
they were aluways to help him out because he always helped them out
with everything they dide And he helped them in more ways and they always
appreciated. But anyway, they came and helped him with their horses. I
don't know how many horses they had out there. Sixteen, I think. And they
brought that old house over and stood it in the yard. And that uhite
house:%t‘tﬁgrgéherside of the well, you know. We still call it the old house.
Did they have a party to go along with that? lWas: there a feed with that?
Yes, I think they did. They came into the house to have something to eat.
They didn't come and sit down so I think it wes around thgkable and so on.
I don't suppose I was in there. That's why I don't know. We were all out
around. But I'm sure they did, ‘causé they all ate.
So it was a pretty major undertaking.
It took the whole afternoon. I don't believe they came until noon, or after-
noon. But they did have lunche. And I don't remember of partaking in the
lunche We kids got in the way, you know, we'd have been shouted ouB hurried
out to some other place,
So that's where you stored things?
That's where we had things stored. People had smoke houses to store things
ine We had a little bit of a house, we didn't have room to store anything.
Papa stored a lot of things he had no business to store in that house.
I hated it. Never could make the front room look like anything Cause he
always had seed corn or something drying in back of the stove. And things
like thag,cause it was importapt to him, that was next years crop. It wasn't
important to me. The thing that was important to me was that the house look
like something. And I remember how I hated that stuff. But its a good thing
he didn't store the vinegar in there. But he couldn't have stood the smell

himself if that was there. Well, he locked it up in there, in the old

house, because, and he'd send me out after onions and I'd have to take the
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key and unlock the house. That was after it got to be vinegar. Because
he ﬁ?rd that people had said that they were going to come in, they decided
to come in and have a party. And they did, sometimes. They'd get in and
steal the hard cidere. Now I don't know if they were stealing vinegar. I

(zmembtr_4nwf .
don't = fnybody did that. They'd come and ask and get the vinegar.
But the hard cider, they said that was a glorious drunk. And I don't doubt
it wase. They didn't dare get drunk on the place., Papa said,"I'1l take #
shotgun, I got a shotgun that's loaded.”fj”<55 Hiey were elyarel oA 1177 .
So they teased him about it?
Oh, yese. They took some too. I remember that Archie Mare was instrumental
in leading the gang.
This family that was having a hard time, that sounds like what charity was
like in those days. Was there charity like that geing on?
Suree. There was charity. There weren't very many. But now and then a poor
family moved into the neighborhnod. And there wasn't a great deal of
sympathy expe%%d upon them, If they weren't working farmers, if they just
came in and didn't work, I know there was one old man married to a Syrian
womane. And she couldn't even speak English but she had come to visit her
brother who lived there and he was, he managed to make himself quite an
nd o wA?

American and took his place among the citizenshalright. I remember the
mane. Very dark and I never knew there was anything the matter with him,
he was anything like all other peaple and he was terribly dark. Bgt here
this sister came to visit him and she married this old man. They said he
bought her from, well, you know stories, I don't think this was true, but
the story did go on that he had bought her from her brother. But anyway,
they had a whole mess of children. I:don't know. They m%;?t have had five
or sixe And all little youngsters, and they all moved out to a house in the
countrye Well, he didn't work, he sat around the house. He was an @id man

She said e wWas

whenghe married heéme And one winter he was sick.nwell, I don't know, they
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got a doctor for him and he got, I suppose he got better and somebody got
a job for him down in Troy and they said he could go down there and stay.

Jhen
His brother-in-lau, of his, provide him with a shed or some place
to stay in and they fed him and got him a job so he cauld work at it and
do something for the family. And then the people dcun there took food in.

Wagor!
They came around collecting. Somebody with a sprained " and the called

wiael = o :
him a little “, and they have'little cars and big cars, you knou little
pickups and a pickup and a truck, well, they had a little wagon and a big

Covldn' always get Hhe big wagon onthe ro«d.
wagon at that time " I remember the women came around and

A
picked it up.

SAM: Foodifor the family?

W Cs Picked up food. And papa gave a couple of sacks of potatoes and a sack of
cabbage. and a lot of squashes and pumpkins and all the winter vegetables.

SAM: Is this the same family that you mentioned before that was starving?

W C: Well, I don't know what I told about before.

SAM: A little while ago when you said church didn't help so much.

W C: Oh, I called them a starving family. I don't think anybody would have let
them starve. "~ Somebody would: have been carrying in meals by the
meal before they would have starved in - ? community. Bread and things like
that., But I don't think papa did give flour because other people were giving
flour and things like that. And they ground wheat and they took them ground

nothikg hike 4o have Some myselL

s}' better%aw%tﬂ::c/d.k te And

I fed my children on it when, and then I had a good neighbor too. I had

wheat, ceé%l you know, and that!'

a mighty good neighbor that ground wheat for me and gave it to me.

(End of side A)

W C: e.ebut our neighbor had a grinder and he ground the wheat, but it was
quite a job because}heyhad to wash the wheat, you know, and grind it in

that hand grinder. And, my goodness, it was good, I've forgotten what they
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called that hand grinder, they had kind of a name for it. But it was a
little mill. And they ground it for their own home use, but I know that
our relatives came to visit and they thought it was the best breakfast

hind hem 15

cereal they'd ever eaten. . very good. The whole wheat
and its nut and my children loved it. So I had the four and they all liked
it. Raymond and Lottie both had them. We had two friends that had those

mills. Those two kept us suppliéd iwhile we were on American Ridge with

breakfast cereal.

. St L weo Hhking Usde fir did 17, pot
[\ 'E can remember having that on "' ridge tog,Maybe it was Lanmier L

W C: Lonnies uheniﬁere on Bear Ridge, on Burt Ridge, that was Lonnie.

yex
MVU: It was the only kind of hot cergéal I could estand.

A

W Cs It was good.

M U: Didn't we call it graham?

W £: Graham, yes. We dide But you can buy graham flour and you can make it
but you know it isn't, you don't buy that kind of stuff. You don't buy the
real thing.

MVU: I don't think you can get that anymore.

W Cs  0Oh, I think:you cane

SAM: lWhat made it so good, that it was fresh?

W C: 1Its whole wheat. They said it was stone cut, on those mills there are stones
in them to cut for cutting them someway, and someway it was specially cut.

AVW: I think it was less fined thah:\‘;\ou get now.

W C: And you cooked it a long time. I put it to soak the night before. I think

2
I cooked it the night beforee. Then in the morning, got up and poured hot

water on it and let it cook somermore. It had it cook a long time, s i
wasn't soft enough to eat. And then that made sure of you getting the milk
that you should have tooe. On your cereal., And all the children liked it,.
Never had any trouble having them eat it.

SAM: Sounds like youtre talking about rugged living. Was it what you were used

to?
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like me 79

W C: Noe. My husband would certainly not ~ ' convey, that impression.
Noe. We were making the transition, of Idaho county where we had gone absolutely
flat broke, you might say. We didn'tcaccept it that way. I went out to
teach school. And my husband proceeded to save from the wreckage the cattle.
Now I don't like this thing isn't going on that thing, is it?

SAM: I can turn it off.(break in tape)

W C: In the early‘30's I was over on American Ridge in’ZD,.. I went over there
we had typhoid fever in 1929, that was the year when the, the Wall Street
crash came in 1929 and that's when it all went doun and everything was
dpwn aroind our ears for a few years. And what year was it? 1938, when
was Roosevelt elected?

sam: '33,

W C: ‘33, He went in in 33 and declared the moratorium. The bank moritordum.

MVU: He called it when I came back from California in'33, and you'd already been
on American Ridge for a year. :

W C: Yeahe That's right. We'd been on American Ridge for a year. And then, but
we were still trying to come out of its And then we lived in the Highland
house, no you weren't there in '33, You went doun and we had it in‘29. And
the doctor said that you'd have to go, you should have the summer without

the cold, that he didn't know about your legs. And you went down in 1930.

D

You went down in 30 and back in 21 8B
MU: I was thinking I was born in ‘29 instead of 27.
SAM: What had made you decide to go to Idaho county in the first place?
e
W C: OCh, my husband had a great ambition. thifelong dream that one day he'd oun
a big cattle ranch. And that he would make his living and have his family
of coorse
and he loved the kids, but he found out that they were more of a
handful than he ever thought they would be, because they had to be cared

for and they did get sick at times and had to have doctors and we had

to have food and we had to have clothing. And he wanted me to teach when
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it wasiconugnient for him to have me gone. And when it wasn't he wanted the
convenience of me at home taking care of the kids and also me out teachinge.
And of course, you just couldn't have everything. But finally he decided
that he couldn't make the payments on thé place any longer. And he went
over there and decided that this was a good deal and the man thought he

was going broke and he was selling at a sacrifice. Well he wasn't, he uwas
selling before it hit bottom and my husband payed the penalty. He never
could pay oute. The folks all said that to him, but he did it with the

best of intentionse. He certainly never intendedtthat anything like that
wollld happen to u&i. He didn't know he was going to be overcome by so many
terrible things. And everything seemed to conspire against him.

The Depression hit so many people.

Yeah. He was coming back to Latah county, I have always had a feeling, I
have a feeling for Latah county_Latah county is my county. I love ik, T
love Moscow and I like to live here and I like Latah county. I like American
Ridge. I like Kendrick and Troy. All these places, they're my home. And

out on American Ridge amongbthe old timers if you'd have gone out there,
you'd have had a hard time finding a word spoken against me. Course the
younger people might have different ideas, but, I don't know about that.

So you wanted to come back?

I was all ready to come backe I said if I'd go back, they'll understand me
and they'll know what I mean, and they'll see. I wasn't going to ask them
for help. I won't have to ask them for help. I knew that. But I'll just,
they'll understand, they'll understand why I do this and why I do that.
Didn't daddy have a heart attack in lQZéEm

Oh, yes, he had a heart attacke. That was another thing. He was sick before.
He had a bad heart when we went over, he'd had a bad heart. He bought:the
place in 1922, I guess it uas, '21. He;M;’fibmﬂW,ﬁAnd didn't .take me

down to see it. And of course, his father always blamed me for that and said
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it was partly your fault, I think it was. If I'd have gone over there and
seen that horrible place I don't think I ever would have gone. I would have
said no, lets don't, I don't want to go in on this. But as it was, I said,
you're going to make the living. Yes, he wasn't going to have me teaching
school any more. That's just out of the questione. I was going to stay home
and take care of the kidse. And he didn't want that. 4 nd we bought a home,
a rat hole :
I had to live in . e Well, that's neither here nor there. But
anyway, it was a kind of a bad side of the dream. It, dreams don't aluways
turn out, you know., But yet, there were many good things about that placee.
. b Hhat Hedds iz
I think back - " timbered : that we looked out
upon and I think back to the woods down below the place. I used to go there
on Sundays with the children. We used to gather in a little spot that Paul
called,"our pgrk". Our clover parke. The only thing that spoiled it, we had
those women cattle roaming around, we never knew when a bull was coming around
to visit us.
I remember the park andh loved the -park.
I did too, I did too., There were many things about that place that I loved.
I just simple loved. Iveven loved the spring where we went to get the water.
I thought that was beautiful. But it wasn't nice to go down there and carry
two heavy buckets of water. Which the doctor said contributed to my getting
+yphoid
the way I was when I got o« Well anywayess
This park was a flat area with trees?
No, it wasn't. It was a little flat spot. I wouldn't call it an area, it
was such a smali area. But it was a flat spot on this hillside, and it
was genily sloping. It gently slcped. It wasn't a real flat place, But it
was a gentle slope. And somehow Dutch clover had been seeded on the place
Wad been Sp) \led :
in some field and some of ithor something or a wind blown or something, so

this Dutch clover had come in there and choked out the native grasses and

mostly:was that clover. And the bees hung around. They got so used to us
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Eeing there, we were never harmed by a bee in that paé}cular park, and
nene:@¢the children were ever stung there that I can remember. Later on
Bruce was adventureous and got stung. Only stung by yellowjackets, but
not by the bees.

Yout kids would play there?

Ohy my yes, they played in that cdover and how they loved ite. And I'd go
on Sunday afternoons with them. I didn't dare let them go down there alonec.
I forbad them to do thate. And especially let the little ones go, I didn't
Aafﬂ :

Ato on account of the cattle.

Bruce and I went all the time.

Well, you went with somebody else, Paul,

ree
We had Keith, he's just - years older than me but he wgs always considered

r adidh. S0 vb e s -\*akmg care of US we were 1N Pretly good hands,

He was pretty good at taking care of you as far as that was concerned. He
always had an idea. He always had some idea about how to do it. Oh, yes,

yes. There was good things about that place. And it was a community. I

used to say it seemed godforsaken. The children were hungry to know something
about the hereafter. They asked me questions at school. I taught there

three and a half years. And I like the children.

The kids wanted to know about spirituallity?

Yes. They were very much concerned, And I sent and got old stories of the

East, old stories of the East, and I read them to them. I read all those
stories. About Deborah about Bale, about false gods, explain something to
them cabout gods, about false gods, And the one Gode. Christian$.

Where many of the families struggling that were on Hartis Ridge?

Well they were all struggling. They were all struggling, but they were yérj
happy in their stuggles. There houses didn't amount to anything. They didn't

have nice carpets, they didn't have nice furniture, but nobody else had.
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5o there was no jeaulousy among them or anything like that. Sign of anybody
gbti sick, I would think, I did all kinds of things, but now that I got
older, I'm in Idaho county.
SAM: UWell that's alright.
W C: I was important over in Idaho county, maybe I like that, I don't know. I!d

body

never been called upon in American Riddge. Imaging:some”. > calling up and
and help

saying to me, somebody is sick, can you comeﬂtake care of them, Well, I
did go once in a while, places. I know, I went one time where a man had
died and they wanted somebody to stay the night with the family and I said,
papa, you don't need to, papa was going to go, mama coyldn't go, she was
unable to g?ﬂ‘gﬁdnsaid, no, I511 go. I went to do some of those things.
But never, to take care of something. But still, I worked for a couBle
¢f women when they had babies. And I took care of the babies.

SAMs On American Ridge?

“The summet”
W C: Yese When I was sixteens .” ,,I was sixteen I took care of a couple of..

_ great big tall weman.
babies. Washed them and gave them a bath every day.Raf)cthUcm)g,he%q :
jf“’olol her byoher down inthe doctor's ofip,c e Hhere- 11 +own o Wee. fl
I worked for your mother when your sister Roberta was born. And I took care
of her. And he said,"You did?'0Oh, you surelly didn't." Yes I did. I was
only sixteen, but I took care of her.

SAM: Was it hard to do that at that age?

W C: Oh sure it was harde I was aftaid I would do the wrong things. I was terribly
afraid of that, but I did it. I watched her family. She had a father and a
brother staying there. And then I went to alplace,named, they had a hired

A 005<
man stayingﬂthet@x What in the world was théir name? Frank. Frank and Rachel
were the names of the man and wife. Elder. And I took care of them when
I was sixteen. And heavens, I had an awful lot to do., Five dollars a week
and I had to do everything. Big washings, take care of the baby.

SAM: Did you have to cook too?

W C: Yese. Three square meals a day.
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SAM: Were they sick or something?
W C: Well, she wasn't exactly well, and she had the baby. But nobody else was
sick. But they were farmers and they had to work outside. They had all,

that
they had their hands full. I remembern I got panicky one Sunday. I was going

to have it easy and she had said, we'bd ~Jeb+ take it easy. Baked a cake
and wefre going to have cake ‘and then we're going to have a fruit and something
sles. I was going to make a salad, I was great on salads, Even then. And,
oh yes, my kids look at me, they think I can't cook. Bruce out here was
the worst one of the bunch. He entertained Blake I remember one time, by
telling him that mother didn't cook, she didn't know how to cook this, she
didn't know how to cook that.

SAM: But you dide

W C: Well, I seemed to have gotten by with it anyway, whether I could or not.
Anymay, I was considered a good cook at that time. And among the young people,
the young women. And then I saved my money, I wanted a dress, I wanted a
dress like the other girls. I wanted a coat. I hadn't had a coat for several
years and I had a coat that looked like Sam Scratch. But I didn't get it.
1 closed my eyes and ears. I must go to Lewiston Normal School. And g wente
On fifty dollarsi That's what I had, Well, I had fifty two dollars. And
I've forgotten exactly how I came by the two dollars, but papa filled it
out and I bought my ticket. The two dollars. Thatt's 'all it cest to go to
Lewiston in those days. And I bought my ticket and I had fifty dollars
wrapped up in a handkerchief and stowed auway in some safe place.

SAM: Had you saved for that for a long time?

W C: Yese. I made part of the money, five doilars a week working for, well four
dollars a week for thchg?aco’causo mama said I could go for four dollars

a week cause where this Clems were. I could go for four dollars a week

t for anybody else. Lord
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knows, I'd had experience. And had experience taking care of kids, toos




SAM: lUWnere did yau get. experience?

W C: At home. And that was strenuous, I assure you. More strenuous than I sver
had working

SAM: Well, who set the price, your mother?

W C:s Well, It was set by her and the woman for whom I was going to work.

M Us There uwas a set going wage for that kind ¢f work.

W Cs Yes. Girls weren't working for four dollars and five dollars, those who'd

began
had any experience, to get five dollars. Then when I went to these
Elders, I got the five dollars.

SAMs UWhat did you start to say about the Sunday you had together?

W C: These people came in, a family. Man and his wife, and oh, I'd heard about
what a wonderful housekeeper she was. And what a wonderful cook.:f'd tasted
some of her cakes she'd taken to some of these socials and things, you know,
And here they had come and were staying for supper. Oh, Frank Elder came out
and he said,"I'll help you, but Rachel has asked them to supper.” He said,

"I hope you don't mind." Well, I do mind. 'I said"I have a notion *

pwey-”

or ot , , T
Eatih < ,"I.',said,’,’foni@h’ﬁ—ﬁ},r +h e Lot +ime, T have de notion b ruN, I said

% %

"I don't want to get dinner for Mrs. Chandler." He said,"Well, I'll help
youes What can I do?" "Get out in the garden and dig some new potatoes and
then clean them and get them in here, when you get them in here.' And bring

in some onions," I said. And I don't remem%er what else, but I do remember
o on\Ol"

telling him to dig some potatoes.; He did and he cleaned them. Helped a little.

|8
\\V& Moot Men wou ol

Stood around e But they had two cute little boys. I think

back to them yet. Frankie and Cecil, their names were. And they were the

\We
cutest little boys. They uwere abouthharbld PSaul ' about that age, you knou.

H

Two little boys and then they'd had a girl. Her name was ''azel.

SAM: How long did you stay there?
'?md
W C: Four weeks exact}y. Twenty dollar: bill he . me. That was probably a

twenty dollar bill. Believe me, I didn't break it either. And I had this
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money from, every now and then I did things for other people. And, but
after I'd had a year at Lewiston, I was a different person.
SAM: Why did you decide that you wanted to go to Lewiston?
W C: I had made up my mind that I was going to - school or die.in the attempt.

And that if I didn't go to school, I would die. I would not live out there
on a farm and that I would leave home. I had made up my mind to that. And

i Dear Lord
1 prayed about it. And - ‘ I just can't take it any longer.

I just can't take it any longer. Show me the way to get outiISo a woman
came in to teach the school. A girl I should say, but she was a woman groun'
and she said,"lell I work for my board and went to Lewiston Normal and I
didn't have any where near the start that you've had of going to school
and re-learning stuff. I'd gone back to school and I had a teacher that
was a wonderful teacher and 'he'd given mz several courses, really I
ﬁQR(WHni

cashed out on some of them T Aby reviewing them in a real class and
then taking an examination in them. Rhetoric for example, which was =
really grammar. And I was good in it

SAM: 1Is this Mr. Mushlets?

W Cs eSe

SAM: So you were well prepared to go.

W C: Oh, in a way. And in a way I didn't knou anything. And I had nothing and
I dressed, you know, like a ragamuffin from the streets of New Yorpk, like
the Arabs. But anyway, I made up my mind. And Stella Harlan, she was
Stella Buckley was her name. She told me she worked for her board. Well,
I said, how did you find out about it, and she said, well she told me some
friend that had worked for her board and went to Lewiston and she told her
to come right down to the Dean of Women and see if she could get a job
working for someone for her board. Board and room, of course. And she did

and she got a place. And these people were very nice to her and she stayed

with them for three years. And she went all five years. She hadn't been to
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high school or anything. And she went all five years to Lewiston. At that
time you could do that at the Normal. They had what was known as the
academic department, which was high school the first three years and two
years of professionale. That's the way they divided it. They called it
academic and professionale And the professional was, there was two years
of that. When you graduated, you had a life diploma. Well eventually I
graduated, but I didn't do like Stella. She went down and just stayed there
the five years. And then in the summertime she'd already, she live up on
Cedar Creek and there was a family of girls living up there that had come
up there from Juliaetté. And every summer they went down on the river to
pack fruit. And there was good money in packing fruit. And she went douwn

; went vP i e air
on the river to pack fruit. But my mother, she o I wasn't
to be allowed to go down to the river to pack fruit, or go away. My goodness,
nothing but toughs down there and that would just ruin me. I'd come back
and I'd just wouldn't be anythinge And she didn't consider how I come to
be what I was and how I made up my mind to go to school and I had that
all in mind. M? mother never took my measure, she never did. And therein
lay unhappiness for both her and for me. She could have been much happier
if she'd have had a different attitude. But then, that's neither here nor
there either,
Stella Harland was the person that got you on to going to school?
Well, she was the one that told me that it could be done. And she presented
a waye And I asked her who the Dean of Women was because I didn't know.
And she told me what her name was. So I wtote to the Dean of Women and
asked her if it was possible, and told her that it had been my lifelong
dream that I get to come and this woman told me she had worked for
her board. And was it possible to get a place, and that I would like to
come to Lewiston and go to schoole Well, I got a lovely letter back from

her, the Dean of Women. She became a very good friend of mine. Anna Webster
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L}tle was her name.

Lytle?

Litle. L-f-T-L-E. Anna Webster Lytle. She aluways spelled her full name. She
lived with her parents. She was what most country people would have called
an old maid I guess, but she was a spinster lady. But a very good looking
womane. She was a regal looking woman, you know, She had a queenly bearing.
Looked regal and very good looking. Bof she Wﬁbn%}mu”'j‘

Did she tell you it was possible%

She wrote me and it was and, yes. She looked up a place for me she thought
I'd like. The person was a very warm hearted person and there were children

there were

there. girls and she thought it would be a nice place for me. Willa
contact
Stacy's. So I went there, oh yes, and she told me, I) i her again
and told her I expected to come and she would make the arrangements with
Mrse. Stacy and if I could come down a couple of days early to get acquainted
with the family, it would be good. But I got some work of some kind, I can't
remember what it was, anywayy I took every bit of morkAI could get. I remember
doing something for a dollar a day. Oh, it was picking fruit down at the
4o
fruit ranche And it lasted a little longer and I helped cookhthe thrashers
dk another place and I got payed a dollar a day for that. Oh, that was
a fortune. That's where I got the rest of the fifty dollars. And I had
to have shoes. Had to have a few things. Well, at last, I embarked.iii ujh®
thoglt T had :
: o “1e And I remember that Raymond Harland was going with Stella
Buckley and Raymond was my hero anyhouwe Hetd been to Lewiston Normal and
played ball down there and the coach was a very good friend. I liked Raymond
he was a neighbor boy and he played basketball on the Lewiston Normal team
and he had his picture in the paper. And I just thought the world of Raymond.
Of course, he had been grown up for a little uwhile, you know. I was a little
¢ e resented .
girlristella aluways me a little. I realized that she did when

I taught school out on American Ridge because Raymond and I were such awful
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good friends. We were always were takling about. so many things. Nothing in
the world, goodness sakes alive, I'd always been the Yittle girl from
next door and he'd always been the hero, the neighhorhood hero to me. So
it was nothing in the world between us other than that. She just resented
me a little. Because, until he died we were friends. Good Friends.

So he went down with you?

No, he didn't intend to go down with me, that was accidental, entirely. But

he got on the same train that 1 s ‘ down:to Lemistoaf’%e was on

the train to go see her and she had taught school at Myrtle that year, she

wasn't teaching up at our school. And he got off there. So he came and

sat with me and he told me how to do, and not to let this bother me and

not to let -that bother me. And he saidJ‘You know you know thingsf And he

said“I'm not a bit afraid after you get started down there, that ybu won't

get alonéi He says!lyoulll get along. Because you know that you know things.

So you just simply;ihe weld ~me a lot of things about how I should get

along. And but remember that there would be a lot of rooting for me. They !

knew I'd come along. He said,“youill get lonesome I think first. But don't

you let it get you down;lhe saide That was his Family‘g ", they

were traditionally pretty smart people, but they all started to school and

all came home. All but Raymonde. All the rest of them dide. They all gave
Bud+hey had & nice home and oo

up and came home. They just couldn't stay away from home.AfFﬂdPMCC"*>80;

And so he shook hands with me and said gool luck to me and I felt pretty

lonesome when he left, when he got off the train. But I went down all

by myself. And when I got there I was met by a couple of girls who belonged

to a new YWCA that Miss L;tle, the Dean of Women had organized down at

Lewiston and got the older girls in and they were out to meet the neuw

incoming students. So they walked up to Stacy's with me. Carried my suitcase

for me. I had an awful old suitcase. I remember my uncle had given me a

suitcase. It didn't look too terribly’ bad, I wasn't too ashamed of it.
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That was a help. But I didn't have much in ite. And I was auwful lonesome
there for a while. Mrs. Stacy was a musician and she had some musical friends
over that night and they had a kind of a musical douwnstairs. She said,you'll
probably want to go up to your room. And unpack and set out things. You'll
probably want to,“she said,.%k'll have the friends dounstairs? Well, the
ikids, her kids stayed downstairs and I went upstairs. I felt isolated and
alone, but I made out and we all got to be very good friends, Well, her
mother lived over in Clarkston and she got sick and died. And Mrs. Stacy
had to be away from home a’lot. So when I was home Thanksgiving vacation
she decided that she had to have a girly, a regular girl and when I got
back down aéqtgeing home for vacation, by the way, the folks got anxious
enoughi:to see me, I said, I can't come home, I can't spend my money. They
sent me train fate to come home on.

SAM: For Thanksgiving?

W C: To the pennyy To the penny I got money to come home on and to go back ona

S AM: That was Thanksgiving vacation?

W G Yeahs

(End of side B)

SAM: You had to meke your room and board while you were going to school?

W C: Uh huhe

SAM: Was that difficult?

W C: No. I had lovely people. Mrs. Stacy was a lovely person. And I worked, ond
the girls were nice and shecdidéa lot..of _things. for. mew Sheihélped me and
she samAI hadn't been out a great deal and she realized I was a lonesome
country girl. But she alsoc took into consideration, I waiildn't like to
have this advertized either, but actually she did take into consideration
that I was a sensitive girliand that I was worth doing something about.

And so she was very nice to me. Very nice to me. And she naturally nice.
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And I got along very nicgly after her mother got sicke $he decided

bhﬁad to have a girl for all the year and she got me another place and I
stayed with a friend of hers for a while, that is I mean, who needed a girl
for a shott:time. And then at Christmas time when it was a break in the
sememster, I went to another place and that was a terrible place. To me.

I just lived and existed and did my work as well as I could and got along
and waited for the year to be over.

SAM: UWhat was the difference?

W C: The difference was people. And they were good people, she was a good persone.
Some people are born to be nice. We used to have an experession that they
were born ladies and other people were not. But that isithe distinctione.

But some people by birth know how to get along with other people. And some
people don't. . they are critical and selfish and that sort of thing.

SAM: Were there a lot of demands made on you at this place?

W Cs: Well, I had harder work to do but the work was harder because there was
less good feelifjge And no matter how well I tried to do the thing, there
was no appreciation shown. But of course, there was plenty of fault finding.
But then to tell anybody what the difference is itscupryihard to do and
especially if you're not wanting to really blacken anybody's character.

SAM: We don't need to use any names.

W Cs But it didn't work out as well,

SAM: They weren't as considerate of you?

bl ttlere

WG :F was very glad when the year was over. Although I must say,A "~ the year
was over I was getting along better. I think she geuinely hated to see me
go, really. I was begining to do the work she wanted done, I suppose, maybe.
There was two sides to it. I suppose I was doing it more the way she wanted
it done. She #Fod that better. Maybe that was the reason. I believe she
genuinelifgated to see me go.

SAM: What kind of work were you expected to do for room and board?
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Oh, get up and get breakfast. At that place I got up and went down in the
basement and started the fire going. Stirred up the fire and got the fire going.
Went upstairs and got the breakfast, that is, started the cereal cooking. And
usually I set the breakfast table and got things all ready. But they hadn't gotten
up to eat yet, I usually went to school before they did. But sometimes he got up to
eat and I had to have his breakfast on the table — toast and his egg and so on. They

were particular about how it was cooked, which was all right. I learned to be

particular about things from them. And then I got started on the day's what ever

it was. If the washing had been done the day before, I saw to it —well, I did

that at night — rolled it up for the ironing — got it all ready for the washerwoman.

But if she was going to iron, she would come early and she was usually there. And

she was an awful nice old lady and she felt sorry for me and she'd say, "'I'll take

care of that. I'Ml take care of that." She was always saying that to me but I didn't

leave much for her to do. If there was anything to — if there was any mess made,

or anything, why I had to clean that up. And I had the fire going. And then they

had a fire in the upstairs stove, I mean, and when I went up to dress, get ready, I

was suppose to — but they had kindling and Mr. Warren laid that,he'd taken care

—hen

of that the night before. He always did that, always did that and something. And I'd
a little A

start/’ fire in that stove so it'd be warm when the children came up. They weren't

out yet when I went.

Did you have much work to do when you got home from school?

Oh, lord, yes! I had different things.

Were you suppose to make supper? Do the dishes and all that business.

Yes, yes, all the dishes. All the dishes. And usually what dishes were left from

They
breakfast. /might be left from breakfast but she sometimes washed them up.

Well, did you have much time to study ?

Well, after dinner was over why I had the evening free and, of course, I babysat
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sometimes, but she always put the kids to bed. They went to bed early and
she put the kids to bed and I watched 'em, of course. And only once in a while did
they bother me. Once in a while something was the matter with one of 'em and
I'd have to go and see to them. But their father would be there many times and
he'd do the looking after and 71 never went into their room. But...
You know, you said just a little bit ago that you were an awkward country girl
when you first came to town. When you think about it, what was it that you lacked
or what was it that made you an awkward country girl - I mean, how did it work
to be in town - ?
,\()\5(
I think it was mainlyAI didn't know how to get along with those people. I'd been
around people that I understood - the people that were out in the country, they were
more or less like me. And I didn't feel that they were any different. But when 1
went down to Lewiston among the people who had girls working for their board,
they were people who I felt that they were different. Now I don't know if they did,
but I think that probably the differente was in me. That I felt this that they were
so different and they were looking upon me that way. So I felt very — I was
self-conscious.
What was the difference that you pgeceived? What'd you think the difference was
between town people and country people?
Oh, they were...
Whre they more sophisicated?
Oh, yes, of course they were, they are yet. That is, that class of people. Not the
ordinary class of people but you take the so called ""elite',they adopt a little more
sophisicated airs. Of course, after you get to knowing them, then you get on to their
little wa f doi i i ! i vaUf)h
ys of doing things, it doesn't terrify you anymore because you seel\t em. You
know what they are. And then you can be like Kipling,"'you can walk with kings

| ose Jose
nor your virtue''. Or "you can walk with crowds and not . your virtue; or
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talk with kings . nor - louse the common touch.'" But you have to be above
it yourself and you have to lift out of that and you don't come out of the country
bean fields or cornfield or anything like that and know it right at first. You have
to live through it and that takes time.
What were some of the little, the airs — the ways — that the elite had in the towns, in
Lewiston...?
Oh, they had better manners. They had manners of eating. They had more formal

L . there wps
meals. More sophisication about it. . style that was kept up. And they

spent a lot more time keeping their houses up. What was spent out in the

country, if the house got all torn up — well, like I let mine go here. But not so in
wgél}l .

town. They had to be kept upAall the time.

Did they spend money on appearances? The townspeople, on clothing and ...?

Oh, they had better clothes,of course. And they dressed up usually and some places

they dressed for dinner,j,'n the evening and they called it ""dinner'. And out in the

farm they called it ""supper' and you ate in the same old clothes you had on

all day and all that stuff. Oh, there was a vast difference — you know there is a

vast difference. You've certainy heard that from a lot of other people too.

No, what I'm curious about is the difference between town and country back then,

you know, in the early years of the century. And just what the supposed difference

in statlls was that...I mean, I've heard a couple of times that city people were —

especially those that had some ' money and thought of themselves as "elite' were

really - some of them were very much showy, you know. And I don't know. I've

heard different things about it.

There was a big difference; there was a big difference. Well, I think some were.

But I think, for the most part, that the difference existed in the mind of the — of

me and of people from the country. It wasn't very long. Now if I went to - knowing

what I do now, or what I learned in five years' time after I had been there, when I
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went to Lewiston I did go down and I worked for my board one year after I
had taught, just so I'd save the money. I didn't have much money and I was going
to go to summer school and I thought I needed more money at summer school. We
didn't get such very great wages then. And I thought I'd save money and so I
asked for a place for the last quarter. And I didn't feel as I did the first time when
I went in. And I went in and said that I had come to work for my board and she was
surprised that I had taught school. And she talked with me very nicely and she
introduced me to her husband and - on an equal footing. And we were equal. I never
felt anything else. And never did feel anything else but/wgtwere equals. And when
I went back to Lewiston afterwards, I certainly didn't want to work for my board
because I wanted to have the time. She wanted me to come and stay at her house.
She says,'"'You don't have to do anything. You don't have to anythin g for your
board, I've got a girl doing that. But come on over, we can visit and we can
do something else." And I went over and sewed evenings for an hour or two for
the boys. She was getting some of their clothes made up. And I sewed or if her
girl was off for the evening, whyI'dalways say to her, "Well,you go out, I'm not
going ofit tonight now. I'll keep the boys." And so on. And we were just very frank
about it. But that was afterwards. Now if I had keep the household clean and all,
you know , it's..... It's like in Shakespearg who knows everything. You can either
go to the Bible or Shakespearpand you can find it all. Knowledgeable people. That's
the kind of people I like. That's what I always wanted to be, was a knowledgeable
person. One who knew things. Because if you know things, you understand things.
You know how people feel. You can put them at ease. Now I like — I enjoy being with

that kind of person. And I don't want to see people feeling out of place. And they

don't with me. I see to it they don't. I know what's ailing people who are feeling

W
aNkwar'd and not at home. Child comes like that into my school room, I immediately

spot him and immediately do something about it. And in two or three days he's like
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all the others. It doesn't take long. But if the learning to do, all of it, has to
come through experience, and that experience has to come to the newcomer
himself, it takes a much longer time and there's much more pain involved in
the operation.
And that's what happened to you in Lewiston?
Yes.
It took you learning it yourself.
Yes.
Well, did you - what do you think it was that you learned? That those people were
no different than you?
Oh, no. I didn't learn that so much. They weren't so much different but I learned ,
of course, that the environment — 1'd learned, I'd read about envirnoment versus
heradity and that stuff — and I knew that why heredity counted for a lot and certainly
was not to be discounted , That environment gave us different backgrounds. And that
from different backgrounds we had misunderstandings. I soon learned. I learned
rapidly. I was a rapid learner.
Was Lewiston, when you were first down there, was it a real big place to you? Was it
really out of the kind of...?

Td been vSed to.
It wasn't really awfully big. It was bigger than anything ~ I was kept
on the farm most of the time. I only went to Troy once in a while. Troy seemed like

quite a little town to me and to come up to Moscow - I remember I came up to

Moscow to see Roosevelt when he spoke here in 1909. I believe it was 1909.

Goodness, I would have been during that year ~he was here in February — but I
would have been 13. No. Yes, I would have been 13 that year. I didn't think I was
that old. But I hadn't been out to see anything. And I remember that I went with

Mr. Helm over to see him. He was one of our neighbors down home. And we stood

up there, that is Mr. Helm and I, we were more adventurous than the rest of our
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crowd. And we pushed our way up to the ropes that went around as a fence around
the wheat pile that he stood on. I looked at him. I still had an awful lot of
gawkiness, I know that. And I wasn't sure of myself. It took me a long time to
be sure of myself. And then they had trained their children. They talked better.
They used better English. But, of course, now you can't tell the difference. To
talk lazily and slovenly, seems to be the ideal. And we all talk that way. There
isn't the difference now that there used to be.

Well, what happened to you when you were in Lewiston? Did you change a great
deal?

Oh, of course I did. I learned. I learned a lot of things. Of course, I changed.

I'm a different person to what I was when I was a child. In some ways I understand
people and I - I've lost some of my naivete, a lot of it. And I suppose I've lost
some other things along with it.
Well, you know, what I was thinking of was the experience of being away from home
and going to school and getting teacher training.

_\)2{\(0065\\
Oh, I got - sure I got !\that. That came along right away. By the end of the year
I was well aclimated to that sort of thing. Whem I went home, I fully intended to go
back to Lewiston Normal for a second year. And, of course, I had in mind going to
teaching and that's what they talked to me at home and friends had talked to me.
And take this rural<school program and teach in a rural school. And you could go

e and go
down there — I'd go one year and then go back/another year and get a certificate
a4 y

and teach. But that would be a short course, and I'd get to teaching. It would just
get me eighteen and I could teach then. That was my ideal. Well, they talked to me

different down there, the teachers did. ''Oh, don't let yourself do that. First thing

gome
you know you'll get bogged down. Maybe you'll marry some farmer kid 7 kid

farmer.'" One 6f the teachers I knww said to me. "And that'll be the end of you.
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impossible and I hated awful bad to ....

What did they want you to set your sights for? What was the higher...?

Well, they wanted a higher education and a better education before I went to work,
and they were right. Dead right! Nobody should go out and teach on that. Thank
God they came down on me to do it and that I didn't get to on that short course. Those
people that went out and taught, the children that they taught were only half taught.
And I know now with what I do know about teaching and with some of the things that

I have been privileged to accomplish in my teaching. I know that I was not a teacher
at that time. I hadn't become that yet.

Had you had - you had had youw high school?

Of course not. I had went from an eighth grade in the school,/;ncountry school. The

h
longestﬁgr?r?%lat I had was the last one, and that one was — we had seven months of

school: And that was the first one. Otherwise-five and six month terms. Oh

certainly it was a good thing. And my sights should be higher than that.
So what happened? Did you go back and keep...?
I didn't go back to Lewiston. The folks were thinking about going to
Michigan to visit my mother's people and I thought %qult{ t\)A?onder'f‘ul for them.
(Break)
that

I had passed the eighth grade the year/I was twelve in March and I had
passed in February. So I passed the eighth grade. But I went back to that
country school and I had gone to that last seven month term of school and the
next one was a six one. And I think for two or three years, they had six month

terms.

Was this on American Ridge?

It's  on American Ridge. A little school out on American Ridge. Been torn fdown
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a long time.
Didn't you go to school in Troy also at some point?
Well, I just got — I was getting around to that. That was the year my folks wanted
to go to - that was my second year of going to school, and I had already learned
that I “oould get high school subjects in any high school and that's what I got in
to take another subject
the academic in Lewiston except that they didn't have anyplace for me/and they let
me have-the first year I was down there I told them I was going to take this
rural short course, so they had sort of had that in mind when they made up my
a little bit

curriculum, and I was kind a fouled up/there. And I got a professional health
and physiology course — Health and Sanitation they called it. Well, this was right
up my alley and I'd had that a couple of three times in going back to school. And
I just loved it. So I could get up and trace the blood without ever having to learn
it. I was a wonder there among some of these professional girls. They'd never
learned it when they went to school and they thought it was terrible to have to get in
and learn it now. How did I know it? And they just kept wanting my notebook and
everything else. Funny. And as I say, I would have had an awful time with the
Normal but I did know - and this going back to school had given me leverage so
could get along because of it. And some of these girls that were very snippy
and certainly up to date, very stylish, they'd say,'" I don't see how you do. I
don't 1 .S€€ how you do it,"" they'd say to me. They wouldn't snub me because I
knew things. So I might say.that my brains helped me a little. You know? And
funny enough, I struck up some very peculiar friendships there among people
that wouldn't have seen me 6therwise, that couldn't have seen me. Not in my
inconspicious outfits, or conspicious for the wrong reasons.

So I went to Troy. I felt I could — as I say, I had delved around and found out
I could do that. So I said to the folks, ""You go on and I'll stay in Troy. And then

I can't go back and forth but I can come home on the weekend." By that time the



SAM:

35.
roads were getting better and I figured I could come out on the weekend. They = .
could come and get me. My brother was old enough that he could come in with the
horses and I could ride home if necessary. Come out on Friday night and stay till
Sunday night and help the kids. I was making a little more money packing fruit and

cooking for harvest hands and things of that sbrt. I didn't work anymore for

weekly wages. And I got a job at the telephone office then as the assistant in the
little
telephone office and that gave me a monthly wage. And I was so far ahead of
any of the high school kids in Troy even thought I'd only had a freshman year - I
had a little more than a freshman year at the Lewiston Normal because they allowed
you to make high school in four years. And as I say, I!d had that one professional
subject the first part of the year and I had a second one, I've forgotten what it was
the second half of the year. And I knew how to make capital of it. And I'd had this
rhetoric and - but it just hadn't come to me that I was to make it all come into my
life and use it. And Miss Lile was a masterful English teacher. And she would
come into the classes and lecture occasionally. She didn't teach - teach 'em - but
she lectured occasionally. And showed how I did. And I took everything to heart,
and I took Latin one year, one year of Latin, and I made tha’\t, year of Latin pay.
VJWA

And I learned a lot. And I learned a lot more even than,\I could get credit for.

And I also took German, a half year of German, but it was the last half. And by

taking the last half, when it came down to it - I wanted to sign up for a course in
goodness, gracious,

German then and they let me take the second year. And they said, "Well,/if you

toak the second year of German and passed in it, it means you knew the first year."

"Well,'I said, " I only know what I went over, ' when I went over it mysglf."

""Well, you must have done a good job." "Well," I said, "I read it." So they

gave me credit and I got credit for a year I never took.

What happened - how long did you stay in Troy?
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Oh, a year and a half. I finished in a year and a half.
Finished high school?
I finished high schoolin a year and a half.
And then what did you do? Then did you go back..?
Well, then I went to summer school and took it and got a state certificate. I got
a second grade certificate but it was written on it, it was good for one year because —
until I had taught a year to get one. Well, the next year I took a country school and
it was out in six months, or seven months. I had a seven months term of school.
They were all about seven months that year. But I got a seven month term instead

Ll
ofl\gg eight because I wanted to go the last quarter to Normal. I went down to Normal
and got the professional work for the last quarter and I bilked them into letting me
take an extra subject. And stayed on for summer school. That gave me two quarters.
I'd been to summer school the year before. That gave me three quarters. And I took
night school and got a credit or two. And I had plenty of credits for one year's work
so I applied for a Normal School certificate, second grade. Well, my state certificate,

second grade, was good. I had taught one year and sent in my recommendations from

the school board. They were glad to give ine recommendation, they thought

I was a wonderful teacher. It was a Norwegian neighborhood and I loved the kids

and they loved me. They taught me Norwegian and I taught them lots of things. And
they gave me a good recommendation.

This year of teaching now — this one year of teaching that you didi,?va%‘rllv?ﬁa’this come?
After you had been in Troy or Lewiston?

After I had graduated high school. I didn't do that until I got a certificate. I got

into my head that I had to do it the right way and I did it the right way. I went to

high school, finished it, and went to summer school. And took the examination - a

state examination for a state certificate, not a Normal school certificate. Then by the

next spring, I'd already completed my three units of - no,I haudn't completed a third
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unit., by the spring. But by the time the summer was over I'd completed the
three units. So when I put in my - so I got my state certificate, made good,
for second grade state certificate. And they told me if I went up and took an:
examination in Physical Geography, Rhet;ric, and - what's the third thing? - oh, vhat
they called Pedcﬂogy, at that time - later on it was Principles of Teaching. If

I'd got up and take an examination of those three subjects, that I could be in line

for a first grade certificate. Well, I had a notion to do it, but I would have had
just

to of taken a little time to review them in school because I didn't know/exactly
what they wanted for Pedoepgy. But I'd sent in my requirements that I had for
it = for taking the exam, so I could have taken the exam. I was to be admitted for

e | "
it. ButAm the meantime I had qualified for a first grade Normal certificate. But
at the end of the first quarter, they looked at my records - well, I had taught a
year and got my credits for it because my school board had sent in such a glowing
account, bless their hearts — they weren't asked to flo it either. But they sent
a good account of me and I had that and I had two summer schools and that's all.
And they sent me a second grade Normal Certificate, because they knew I had taught
school on that state certificate. So I said I got three new certificates in a year and
oh, I didn't want that Normal certificate. I took it up and I said, "I don't want this."
And they said that "'you're the first person that every came in here and told me - and
told us you didn't want a certificate." '""Well, I don't want this,'" I said. "I want
a first grade certificate at the end of the year. You don't grant two certificates in
one year.'" And they said, well,they were afraid they might hafta loosen up on me
and let me have it. "Alright," I said, "If you'll let me have it, that's fine. But I'm
going to put in my application for a first grade certificate." So I got a first grade
certificate from the state, a first grade certificate from the Normal, as well as the
second grade from the Normal which I hadn't had before. I had them all that year.

What was your first year of teaching like? What did you think of teaching when you
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finally got in the classroom and did it?
+'a be |1ke
I loved it. I knew what . I'd taught - I'd substituted in high school whenever
there was a teacher out for being sick,I was sent down to teach it. And I'dAsome
extra training like that.
do you think
What was it — was it much of a drawback/to having to teach all the kids in one room,
and different grades?
No. No, un-uh. No, I wouldn't take anything in the world for that experience.
I did some of my best teaching right out in the rural school.
What about the kids' learning?
Oh, kids just lapped it up. I've had some fine students.

Well, you see, what I'm wondering about, of course,is the difficulty of having, you

know, having to have kids from all the different grades in — and teaching them at

once instead of the way they

END SIDE C

For the most part there are disadvantages, I know that. For the most part, they
just

are disadvantaged. I always talked about/having one grade and how great it would

be. But having them all together had its — I made combinations whenever possible.

The truth of the matter is, the extra ordinarg — the extrodinary pupil - he who was

a plus pupil in the grades was allowed to go on. I f I had some child who very good
in arithmetic and he was down here in the fourth grade and he was doing six grade
arithmetic, I just winked at that fifth year arithmetic and let him go whenever we
had that subject, that particular portion of the arithmetic. Let him have the

problems of the sixth grade. And usually by the end of the year he was doing the

sixth grade arithmetic. He was doing other things. If they were interested in

geography, I did somewhat the same. And there was an awful lot of repetition,
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They were given — down in the lower grades - they were given the lower version
in geography. They had what they called the little geography and the big geography,
and the big geography was just an extension of the little one and had the same
countries. Well, I just combined them and let them have projects. And some of the

lower class pupils did better work and got better facts than the older ones because

some of the older enes had been passed on without knowing the material.

It's interesting. It sounds like in a way there was more individualization possible
then in the rural classroom.

Oh, there was! There was the way they used to be taught. Of course, now, and in
the later years when I taught in school and we were beginning to individaalize and
take out and <do. Then it didn't happen so much. But in those days there was no
individualization except through the teacher. And the teacher organizing. And some
teachers didn't like to bother. They'd think, '"Oh, well, it's better to have 'em in
their steps." So they went step by step and step by step. I never paid any attention
to it. If the child (phone rings)

It's probably my wife.

Well, why don't you see.

Oh, hi, you're back. (Break)
/Ehe rural school entirely. And of course, Mr. Mushlet was the kind of teacher that
I tried to become. Let 'em go ahead if they know more, and that's what I did.

You were saying before that on Harris Ridge there you were called upon to do things

that you never did. But you didn't describe them to me, except that I do remember

that once before when we talked you did describe to me the time you had to prepare
the baby that died for burial. But were there other taings that you were called

upon to do too?

Oh, yes. They would call and ask me if somebody was sick, you know, and different
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alone and her husband worked up: in the woods. That was a common thing
to happen over there. And oh, she said, she didn't know what in the world i:c

]

was. She tried to describe the way the child was. And actually my husbarslfin:\pou
know that kid plays outI/- that was the way he talked L that kid plays out in the
woods over there with sheep all the time, maybe he's got a sheep tick on him - or
a tick.“ And I said, ""Oh, my goodness. Yes, he could have.'" But he said, '"Do you
suppose ge'd see it?" And I said, '"Yes, I think she would. She would see it. She'd
bath him and so on.'" (Excuse me, I'm sorry. My nose is certainly stopped up.

And I think Mavis' smoking did it, has something to do with it. It happens every

time I'm around tabacco. It just stops up. My nose was as open as could be before).
And he said - or apuway I called her or I called up, and he had gotten home — she

had gotten word to him someway up in the woods,in the forest, the forest service,he
worked in the summer - and so I said, ""Well, you know, has Mrs. Matson looked
over him for ticks?" "Ticks?'" he said. '"Yes,'" I said, "You know the Rocky Mountain
ticks. We do have them up here." And i said, '""Harold plays, my husband mentioned
he plays with the sheep alot. And the sheep do carry them.'" And I said,''They're
is," he said,'" Rocky

A
Mountain Fever. That's terrible." Well, I said, ""She said he's getting paralyzed.

in the forest up here.'" '"'Oh, my gosh,''he said, "I know what

and can't move and it seems to me his arms and I believe it was the leg, I can't

remember. So I said I wondered if it could be that. And I said, ""Now, I'd like

to see him." Well, he said,'"I wish you'd come over. I wish you could come over."
Comé

Well I said, "I'd like to see him but I can't very well{\now, I have the children here

and the baby. But if he doesn't get better, I'll get somebody to stay here with the

baby and I'll come over.' Oh, I don't know that I can do any more." Well he said,''I'll

tell you, I'm going to go see.'" And pretty soon he called up again. Oh, I did say,

'""Well, listen, if you should take out that tick,now, you be sure you do something to L

burn it or what do vou call it? I can't even talk.
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You want to get that head out.
But anyway,you want to keep it sterilized. That's what I was trying e you have to
sterilize your needle or what ever you use." And so when he called up and he said,
"Well, I did. I sterilized my knife in boiling water. And I looked over that child»
and," he said, ""right between his shoulder blades." And I said to the woman, '""What
in the world? Didn't you wash him?" And she said"¥s, all over. But every time i
turned him on that side he screamed. And fought me." And so she said,"I didn't
wash that side." So he says, she let it go and there he sat, great big tick and he
said it was as big — oh, my - it was so big ""that when I got it out on the table, it
burst." And he said it was so full of blood, it was as big as a choke cherry. But
he said, "I cut it out." And he said, "You know, the kid's already better." He said,
"I can't thank you enough for calling up.'" Well, I said, "My husband put me in mind
of it. "' I said, ""He reminded me."I don't know, I guess I would have thought about
the tick because I was thinking about ticks causing something on the children. And
we'd all been talking about ticks. But I hadn't said anything to her about it. And I
would have hestitated to say, '"Look all over the body,'" because she that she'd looked
all over his body. She'd washed his hair. I said,''Did you look all over his head
and behind the ears and everywhere to see if anything is attached to him, on him?"
She said, "I've looked at his head, and his ears.'" She said, '""He's awful hard to
take care of.'" He was a terribly obstinate boy and he was about ten or eleven; a big
boy, a big strong boy. She had quite a time with him. And, well, I said,''He'll
be all right." I asked him if he had any iodine and he asked her and she said yes.
They had iodine. And I said, '"Well, you can treat it with iodine. It's perfectly safe
now that you have the thing out." And so he did and called the doctor and he said,

Well, sir, a neighbor called up the doctor. They tried to get him out there but the

doctor — there was a woman in town having a baby and he couldn't leave her.

But he said now, as soon as he was through he would come out. So Mr. Matggp
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called the doctor. And he said, ""Who did you say called?'" And he said, '""Mrs.
Carlson." '"Oh, well," he said, "You tell Dr. Carlson that I'm very glad to know
I've got an assistent." And he never got through teasing me about that. '"Next time
a kid gets a tick on hini}he said, "up here, all I've got to do is call you."
You know, I wanted to ask you about something which is a little off the subject, but
I really wanted to try to ask you about it before I go., because I'm sure Mavis - she'll
probably be here soon.
Yes, she will.
And that was about prohibition and the drinking problem. Was drinking much of a

problem in - during those years? I mean, was the moonshine causing much of a

problem?

There was moonshine out around in the country here but there wasn't a great deal

of it and I didn't hear very much of it. And I'd never seen a drunk man. We had

a neighbor named Comton, Ab‘;(Comton. And he didn't live very far from us, about a
mile and a half on a side road. And he used to get drunk and the story was that he
would tie the - he had a kind of a , one of these little wagons, spring wagon, and he
raised garden vegetables. And he'd take 'em to town and sell a whole load of
vegetable products. He was a very good gardener and ke gardened for people. And

he'd take these whole load to town and sell them and then spend the money on drink.

And eome home drunker than mar lord. And he'd tie the lines around the dashboard
and let the horses find their way home. And he'd sit in the seat and yell, I guess,
they said as long as he could. And then finally he'd fall down and sometimes go to

sleep in the bottom of the wagon. But then he'd come to a bump and wake up again

and he'd yell and cuss and everything else. And I'd hear that. ''Oh, my goodness,
Well

: >
Ab?\'Comton is coming." And I was always scared to death of this Ab Comton.

he was a very meek man when you saw him, really. And I knew the family. And I
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remember we had one of the boys working for us once. A boy named Elmer and

he told about how mad they were when he came but - said he always used to
come in and be so mad that he'd give all the boys a whipping. And the girls
would hide. They'd go and hide or they'd start singing a little song, get out under

Jhar
a tree and that dad would leave them alone. And he never touched the
mother but the boys he gave every one of 'em a whipping. That is if he could get
to them. So they saw to it that he couldn't get to them. And so he said, oh lots

f

of times they had to sit/t?vrc; or three hours up in a tree. And they used to climb

up in the fruit trees to keep away from their father. Oh, he told all kinds of things

e o
n
they did. And/’ doubt they did, because that's the kind of family they were.

But I remember being afraid of him. Now that was — now I saw him from our
house to the road in a shadowy way because he never came home until the middle

of the might. Byt he woke up everybody along the way, so everybody'd talk about
him the next day.
This was on American Ridge?

This was on American Ridge, yes. Only person on American Ridge that I know of

that ever got drunk.
Ah, here we are.

Yes,sir.

End of side D
typed and transcribed by Karen Purtee
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