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Fourth interview

GUS DEMUS

This conversation with Gus Demus took place in his home in Potlatch, Idaho on
September 24, 1976. The interviewer was SAM SCHRAGER.
Mike

GUS DEMUS: Andn got along alright, but during the Depression, he went down to

Lewiston and started a shoeshine parlor, he was in a partnership with
+he mill heve ayain

another fellow at that time. And when they started, after the Depres-
sion he stayed down there, anyway, he didn't come back. He was making
pretty good money, you know, in the shine at that time and after that
time you see, during the war, he had two, three girls working there for
him, shining shoes.

SAM SCHRAGER: Do you think he could make as good money down there as you could
make working in the mill?

GD: Oh, yah, and he had a good job here in the mill, he was grading lum-
ber you know. He was grading different species. But he didn't come
back. And Mike, he s, well, he's a small man, you know, he can't

handle lumber too well. He not too strong, you know what I mean. That's

why he stay down there. And I 80t a cousin in Spokane, the Davenport
Yedol.

Hotel, he shine shoes, that's what he's doing. And he a family.
Family of four boys and a girl.

SS: From his shoeshining?

GD: Yes. He had a good job- he was head sawyer in the sawmill here, but he

went over there and he got married. He work for the government during

the war.
SS: Where? 1In Greece?
GD: No, no. Hexe,
SS: Spokane, huh?
GD: In Spokane. And he met a girl thereh\he's much older than her, but
hey're
they get along alright. And he raise a family,Agrown now, they all

. 1¢
gone,hexcept one. He was making more money in the shoeshine thannwork

in the mill.

SS: It must have been pretty 200d monev: the choechininoe +hern hearaticeo T
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thought the mill was pretty good pay.
Yes, but in Davenport Hotel it was better because he kept busy. Well,

)
oAy
he had a partner, too, I mean, he hired men and his boys got a

Hevrselves

little older they took the jobAand while they were going to school,
you know, they were shining shoes, and he did pretty good.
Did he leave here when the Depression hit, too? Your wusin?
No. He was in Spokane. But he did live here before.
In Potlatch?

There was
Yes, for long time.aThree brothers, you know. One of them died here,
not very long ago and the other one went to Greece and got married and
he didn't come back, and he died. He was about my age; 84. He died
a couple of years ago.
The cousin of yours that left- what I was thinking was that a lot of
people seemed to leave when the Depression hit here.
They left, a lot of 'em left, yes.
Is that what happened to most of the Greeks?
Yes.
That were here? They left when the Depression hit.
The Depression spread 'em out. They had nothing here; no work of any
kind. And they neverf?éie the Greeks a job, because they work in the
mill, you see and the mill went down. And they were giving the job to
some family men, maybe two, three days a week; maybe one day a week to
work in the planer, you see. They were running the planer part of the
time, because they were shipping lumber, you know, but they never run
the mill 4or two years because we got Depression. And I left here too.
I went down to Lewiston.

Oh, yeah? What did you do down there?

Oh, I had a friend there and he ran a garden truck. He was raising
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vegetables. And no money from the vegetables either, you know, but
but

they making poor living. Oh, yeah, I went down there soon as they

started here, I came back.

Did you live with this guy? This friend of yours? Did you share a

place with him in Lewiston?

wiHh

Oh, yeah, down there, yeah. Sure. I live ™ him, because he had a-
. A NOmAN
well, he wasn't zarried, he had a hired woman and she was doing the
Iy
We- i
cooking and everything and workf%ut in the field for practically

nothing, just for board and room. It was pretty tough.’lﬂ ]35W(€53'0rh
Well, did he own his own business there or was it just- or was he just
laboring for other people?

The fella that I stay with?

Yeah.

Oh, he was down there all the time. That was his business raising gar-
den truck, he was raising that. And hé‘wgchkbwé carrots and
everything else and selling 'em.

So, he owned the food himself, that he raised?

No, he didn't own the place, he rented. But he's dead now.

So you just helped him.

Oh, yeah, well, I went down there, I didn't have nothing to do here
and I had to go down there and pass the time. Couldn't get nothing no
place. No job. You can't find a job. And then after the election
they did some- Roosevelt got elected Had tim% he brought a lot of
boys from the East down here for the- CCC boys, you know. You don't
remember that.

No, I heard about it though.

Yeah.

So what about that?
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(Ern
GD: Well, they brought a lot of boys in. He opened- he tried to give‘a

job, give a job to everybody. Now I work a couple of days a week my-

self doing work on a highway. There was nothing else, you see. And

we were doing hand work in order to prolong the work. There was nothing
Rappevet . L .

hurry - the reason theyh id that is to give them a job; something to

do. Give them something to eat, because pPeople were starving at the

time, it was bad.

SS: Did you know people that didn't have enough to eat?
Wi e >
GD: Ip myself.jjikdghWell, not enough, you know, he had to leave. It wasn't

enough to give each one. See, everything was cheap then, but there was

no money. Ten cents for a dozen eggs; but where do you get the ten cents?

SS: Were there days when you didn't have supper?
GD: Once or twice, I think. Well, we had little bit, but not much. Yeah,
+hat

it was pretty bad. That depression, will never come back; will never come
L\H’”ﬂg the Y
again unless this country go haywire - "+ You see, now the government

n
take care of- we're getting social security. The 'ﬂnmywﬁen get uhemploy—
ment and the others get these food stamps and so on, you know. Every-
body- And they do that little bit too much. You see some of them f el-
las on the food stamps, they cheat, you know. Some of 'em are not en-
titled to and they go and get 'em just the same.

SS: I'm really curious about what it was like in the Depression.’ékvf It
must have felt pretty awful to wonder where your next meal was gonna
come from.

GD: It was bad. And for family people, too, it was terrible. Now here, the
company- those that were married and have families they have to give
them something- they give 'em a credit in store. They have to give them

something for the families to live, you know. And that's why they kept

them and give 'em a job maybe once a week or one day a week or two,

three days a week. To raise their kids and send 'em to school, too.
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That depression was terrible.

Did you think about going someplace else?

At that time?

Yeah.

Well, I did went to Lewiston, there was nothing here, and then pretty
soon, as soon as they started the mills, you see, they gave 'em so

much lumber to cut;ery year. You see, when Roosevelt got in, he star-
ted and give 'em so much. I went Spokane and worked for Mc Goldrick
Lumber Company there at nights because they had a quota to cut so much
lumber, you see and if they didn't cut it during the day they had to
hire night shift to do it and then they could get the men any time over
there, men were plentiful in Spokane and everyplace else.

How long did you stay up there? Very long?

Oh, not very long because they cut their quota%”gﬁhagg, I don't know
how many- oh, about a month, anyway, and then they shut down. And if
they wanted more later on, two, three months, why, they started the
mill again. You see. They had so much to cut, see. It was set by

the government.

Did you have to eat only the cheapest food that you could find?

Well, not all the time. Down at Lewiston there we ute pretty good. Them
boys were shining shoes and they were making a little money, and of course
they loaned it. When I started to work here again after depression, I
owe one fella $400.

How much?

$400. $400 was lot of money that time; you see for food.

Was he a shoeshiner?

No. He was here but he was working and I stayed with him, you see.

i ,
Cause T bipke > I had no money. I was spending it a little bit too
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fast, as I was getting it, you see.
SS: What did you spend it on? L
;’c\” 2. You don'# have fo g Fo

SAY9, e
o zor nothing, anyway. but

GD: Everything. Everything.(?auﬁiaW\%i\P{)HcP. work
he died here fell off the pickup truck.

SS: This is the guy that lent you the $400?

GD: Ya. And he left me $2,000 when he died. But he had a lot of money. He
had $50,000. He made some investments that paid and he made some pret-
ty good money. He made investments on that Sunshine Mining Company, you
know and they were paying pretty good dividends at that time. Now they're
not paying nothing because they're not working. They been on a strike

here for a long time.

SS: So he had some money during the Depression?

GD: Oh, yeah. Yeah, he had a lot a money.

SS: Could you do anything for him in return for the money that he gave you?
GD: I give him his money back, $400, after I started, you know. And he even

have to give up his job because he was doing the same thing down in the
mill as I was doing, and g0 to work on the section to give me a chance
Beladsbe

to go to work here, you see., They won't hire single men. He was wor-
king the planer at that time, and that's why they kept him here, but
they didn't give him maybe one day a week or maybe one day a month, some-
times, because they knew he had the money, see.

SS: You said he quit his job?

when

GD: No, he quit the mill " . they started. When they started the mill
they shut the planer down and brought them fellas over in the mill, you
know for while. And that didn't last very long. And of course, he
didn't take the job in the mill but he went to work on the section in

order to give me a chance to get the job, you see.

SS: You mean you took his job?
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Wh?
GD: Yes. He was pretty nice fella. Iusorry when he died because even the

$2.000 he left me, it didn't mean nothing to me because I had money
then. You see, it was after the Depression, it was in 1950. 1950 he

died. He was a good friend.

SS: When he went to work on the section, was that the railroad work around
here?
+hen
GD: Yes. There was a little workAon the section and the section foreman

was good friend of his, and he get him the job.
SS: Did they pay less than what he had been making in the mill?
GD: Oh, ya, he was making less, ya. The railroad never paid enough. They

\L

don't pay the same way askmill. They do now, because things changed

you know.
SS: So the reason he did that was for you; he left the mill?
GD: Yeah.
SS: He must have liked you.
GD: Well, he was a good friend.
SS: Did he come from near where you did in Greece?
GD: Pretty close, but not from same town. He was oh- I didn't know him

before he came here. He came first; I came later and I met him here.
There was a lot of Greeks here, you know them days.

SS: Did you pal around with him when you first got here?

GD: Oh, no. No, because he was with other bunch, you see, but then gradual-
ly the bunch spread out and when the Depression came everybody had to
leave, ‘rh( lvee boys, you know. Some went to the old country and
o°t married. Some went different places, where ever they could get a
job. There was nothing here for them anyway.

SS: What about the Americans who were single? Did they have to leave, to0o?

e,\l hkC{

GD: Yes. But some of 'em, you know, they had places around here;kstump ranches
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you know around here and they made money with that. They work on them.
Not very much. Nobody made money at that time.
I was going to ask you, Gus, if you think it was harder for people like
Greeks and Italians to get ahead in the mill than it was for the Amer-
icans who had been around the country;
Well, yes, it was hard, but during the war a lot of young fellas went
to the war, you know, and the Greeks got chance t advance a little bit

i +he ] you see.
During the First World War?
First and Second World War, too. The Second World War, too. The Se-
cond World War there wasn't very many here, but very few.
So the wars were really a good opportunity to get ahead for Greeks?
Well, ya,for us that were here, there were not very manynQﬂZ;.
So, if there was a job open in the mill or a chance to get ahead, it
might be easier for the local Americans to get it?
Yes, naturally, they have preference.
I'm not sure that's natural, but-—-
Oh, well it not natural, but they make it. They had preference, you
know, before us. But I had my own job and I didn't cd«im inyHUMy:jﬁie—
cause that was as high as I could go. I couldn't go any higher.
This is the job as edger?
No, I was trimming lumber.
Trimming? How come that was as high?
Well, I started there and I quit- I didn't quit, I didn't try to get

Anan H\nad
any other joqf It was good job and wasn't very hard. Pulling Zevers.
You know what that is? Trimming lumber?
@D

Yeah. " Pulling levers on the trimmer.

But you didn't want to try to do something else, like grading and that
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sort of thing?

GD: No. Well, one fella, head grader, asked me, says, "I want you to work
for me." I says, "No." because they didn't pay as much for the graders
as they pay for the other, the trimmermen. So there was no difference

The hece withidy 3+ 4atg pom,
in pay. "Now," I says, "it's too late for me."

SS: If you could have got anything else in the mill, was there anything you
wanted to do besides trimming? That would have been a better paying job?

GD: Ya, there was, but I didn't started there, you see. And, I don't know,
maybe I was a man that never progressed, you see. I was satisfied with
what I had down there.

SS: That's probably better than wanting something that you can't get.

GD: Well ya, and if a fella's used to one kind of work, he does it easier
and he's more efficient, more better.

SS: Mike told me there was a foreman that he liked a lot. I can't remem-

ber the guy's name, but he had a big Greek crew.

GD: Oh, Meyers.

SS: What was his first name?

GD: John.

SS: Yeah, that's right. Do you remember him?

GD: Oh, ya, sure. I worked for him for years. I worked for him from 1914

until he left in- I don't know when he left- '21- no, '24, '25. And
there was no, them days, there was no social security. You got out of
the sawmill, you dead.YOO‘r( Hc+htu%:

SS: Why did he leave? Do you know?

GD: Ah, there was a fella that SN and got his job from Elk River.
They shut that mill down, you know, and then they run him down here.
He was younger man and he was crooked, too, you know, and he bumped

him out. 01d John was getting pretty old, you know. And they didn't
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retire them them days. They let 'em work as long as they could work,
there was no retirement.

SS: Did he stick around the mill, or did he just leave?

GD: No, he left. He went to work up in Canada for a while and then he
came back to Spokane, and he stayed in Spokane. I think he bought a
house in Spokane and he stay in Spokane. He had a little money.

Ss: What was his job? Was he the foreman of the whole mil11?

GD: Ya. He was foreman for the sawmill. Then another foreman in planer,
you know, and in the shipping department. They - Ayﬁbt of foremens.
They did have then, but I don't know - now.

Ss: What was Meyers like to the men? What was he like to work for? What

did you think of him as a foreman?

GD: Meyers?
SS: Yeah.
GD: He was a good man. He was very good man. He was honest. He was truth.

He tried to do the best. If you are good man, you are doing your work
and the chance come up for you to advance, he'd give it to you, whether

you were Greek or Italian or any nationality. He was honest man.

SS: You mean he didn't give pPreference to the local boys?
'rh< { didnit cavn 14,

GD: No. Not if they didn't have it., He was alright.
SS: But you were saying before that the local boys did get-eq4iwy,
GD: Yes, there was some, but not all. They probably had it comin'.
SS: Oh, because they'd been around longer.

wWhdn .Sﬂ‘fw\ whs nev'eg,
GD: Ya.\ Now in other departments, what they're doing, I don't know. There

was fella by name, oh, Charlie- he was superintendent- Charlie somebody
ho o
I can't remember namey last name. You wieve ol \émﬁ -to Mikee down +//CV¢-7
SS: What's this Charlie guy? He wasn't so good?

GD: Huh?
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This Charlie, was he crooked?

Well, he run the whole business, he was an old country Swede. Charlie-
It doesn't matter, the last name. I just wondered why you mentioned him.
Oh, well, he was the superintendent of the planer and ~+he )hnqj.
Yeah, I talked to Mike and he told me that most of the Greeks worked in

the sawmill.

One by one they got a job over there and they didn't know anything else

to do, if they went outggqﬁuﬂﬂy it was semiskilled work, you see, and

they couldn't do it. So in the mill there was lot common labor work.

And very few, not very many, maybe two, three fellas that work outside.

But most of 'em work in mill.

And most of them started as common labor in the mill?

Well, yes.

I mean they didn't start like a sawyer or as edgerman?

No, sawyer and edger, they got to that later but it's a skill job, you

see, and they expect you to do the work, and if you don't know it, you

don't undertake to be a sawyer because it's a responsibility +heve.

What were the types of jobs that the guys started at in the mill? That

the Greeks started at?

Lot a kinds of jobs at that time. But now them jobs are all gone.

Machinery took the place of their jobs.

But in them days, what were the jobs?

Well, I can't explain it to you because it's so many; so many jobs.

They had a job tailsawyer, they call him tailsawyer, he was behind the

saw pulling the boards when they come from the- when the sawyer cut them.
hey oall P ey

You see, so they wouldn't get tangled up.}k And they do away with that.

They had a setters, they was setting the carriage. Now they don't have
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any- nobody on the carriage. Only one, the sawyer, he saw on the car-
riage and cuts the lumber. It's one man where there was three. It's
a quite a difference; lots of difference. There was lots of men working--
. Loks of wen) working

(Whistle blows- ) It's twelve o'clock.k On the mill, cleaning up. May-
be two, three men, four, five men there in the mill that they clean up.
And if somebody wanted to go out for, you know, to take a leak, or to
g0 to toilet or something like that they had a man, extra maQ;AQggynow
they only got one. And he is busy, too, don't fool around/+h 7

SS: What was the first job that you took in the mill?

GD: On the slasher. You see, I was- and I didn't even know what that was—
he tell me, "You go to slasher." 01d John. He point, you know. Well
I figure out you know, and one Greek was working there and he motioned +¢
meiﬁCXEiLQQ were doing there was straighten the slabs from the logs. Tﬁfy Wey

Ao . . .

Dropplng“on the floor, you know, we had a long chain and carried 'em
to the saws and then they were cut to four feet for lath, for making
lath, them days. You know what a lath is?

SS: Yes.

GD: Now they d&d%way with that for T don't know how many years. And that's

my first job. I had to pull it straight with the saw, you see to trim

it on one end, and thep cut four foot piece for the lath stock.
SS: But that wasn't too skilled to start.
GD: Oh, not skilled job, no, but I got paid low wages, that was $2.00 a day

for ten hours.

SS: One thing that Mike said to me was that mostly the Greeks were in the
sawmill and most of the Italians were working on the greenchain and
the yards. And I wondered why it worked that way, that the Greeks were
inside and the Italians outside.

GD: The Greeks maybe were smarter, they got in there first probably and they
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stay there, you see. And the Italians, why they work on the greenchain,
I think they were paying little bit more, too. Now out in the yard
they were contracting. They were-
Gyppo.
They were gyppoing. They were making little more money. Not only Ita-
lians, but Swedes. All the Swedes were yardmen, you see. They gyppoed,
most of them. And there were other jobs,ﬁwﬁg\étackers all over the place.
But, the Greeks, most of 'em was in sawmill.
Had any of the Greeks that you knew, had any of them worked in the saw-
mill back in Greece?
No sawmills.
No sawmills there at all?

Not 1n Sookhen par T wheve
Huh-uh. Not yn +hat 960(4?.‘3 came from. Maybe very few in extreme north.
Up in Macedonia where they had little timber, but not very much. There's
no sawmills. Most of the timber over there is from Austria- Austria
was the most, Austria was closer to Greece, you see.
Did you think it was better to be in the sawmill - working in the saw-
mill than the other places in the operation?
It was better because you were indoors, you see and no rain, no snow,
no nothing. You could work yvear 'round without getting wet. And in the
greenchains, it was pretty cold them days. ANﬂ‘had to wear Xaclinaw
Coats in the summer, sometimes, when it was cold. And thaé:why the
Greeks stay there, because they didn't want to get out in the cold weather,
even if they made little less money.
Sounds like maybe there was a little better chance to advance inside the
mill, too. I mean there was all these jobs.

Oh, it was- they advance, there wasn't very many. Edgerman and sawyer§,

that's all. They had four edgermen and four sawyers. And the
FJeTTe RS
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of course, they was getting more money because they were allowed to saw
you see, gradually. And if the sawyers quit, why, they had one of the
setters take his place. There was only four of them.

SS: So most of the jobs inside the sawmill were unskilled. They weren't
highly skilled?

GD: No, they were semiskilled, they call 'em. Some. You have to know lit-
tle bit about it. And after the union come in here, they classified
them as skilled or semiskilled or when they become a member or something

like that, you know.

SS: Do you remember when the AFL started in here? When they started a union?
/; Wi heve.
GD: ﬂI joined the AF of L, and I stayed as long as they were here, but they

had trouble, trouble them days. And I guess the CI?- T mean-

Ss: CIoO.
GD: They went- they had a-
SS: Election?
Anen
GD: Yeah, they had election.hThey wedT on a strike over here, too.
Ss: The CIO did?
GD: Uh-huh. But didn't last very long.
SS: What kind of trouble?- You say trouble, what kind of trouble did it have
in those days?
ne
GD: Well, they- the trouble was that some of the CIOs wanted to join,union

so they could get all together and g0 to strike, but it didn't work.
, hed 4he
But the CI? won the election, and theﬁggency, you know, -
SS: The local?
GD: Yeah, they had the agency there they could do anything they want. Al-
though they couldn't force you to join the union, at that time.

SS: Do you think the CIO got more for the men than the AF of L?

GD: Well, now, they are both--
\‘\t A‘)L\W\(ﬁ v&t\)*'

SS: N I mean, those days.
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Well, yeah, the CIO wWlre vnoxe radical, You know, they was a little
bit- they were asking too much. But now they are same, both. Same
thing.
Well, this Meyers: Mike was telling me some about him. Some stories
about him.

ey didanry Coee aﬂ*body«

\But they reprimand him and sometimes they lay him off, two, three days
or week. Punish him that way, you know. He was alright.
Did the men spend any time with him outside of work? Off of work?
No. No, he was divorced. He had no wife. He divorce his wife, back

East before he come out this way. And he was living alone. He and

another fella lived together for a while, and then the other fella quit,

A Guisy el Homethimg

wafld he live alone. He was boarding 4ome« wWomay over there, German.
Did he spend most of his time with management? Meyers?
Oh, he spent his time at home. And when the mill was running nights,
he had something to do with that, too, you see. He had to see that
the night shift was running, too.
Another thing that Mike told me was that once some of the guys tried
to kick some of the Greeks out of the sawmill and get the jobs. I
think this was maybe in some hard times, and he said that Laird defen-
ded the Greeks and said they'd been there for a longer time, they got
the jobs and they earned them and they're gonna keep 'em.
Oh, yeah, they were honest. As long as you do the work, why, they kept
he run
you. Laird, he was the general manager, the whole works, you know.
Gy riueyg
tBelow the company. It isn't like now.
Well, you figure that once the Greeks started getting in the sawmill
then they just kept on getting in, after they got a start in there,

and that's how they got so many in the sawmill?

Yeah.
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Say, instead of working outside on the greenchain.
Yeah, that's right. They just happened to get in there, I don't know
how from the beginning, I guess they started in the mill and then one
W
by one. And thereksome that work outside, but not very many. Not very
many. You know in comparison in group. Very few.
I heard that-- You had a brother here?
Yes.
What happened to him?
He died. Mike tell you?
Mike said something that he went haywire. Something happened to him,
but he didn't tell me what.
Oh, he was sick. He was in Medical Lake. He died. He went out his
604¥§vzcﬂ
beam, out his head. He what they call that? Kind of a mental di-
sease. Oh it been long time; he's been dead for long time. Paranoia.
Paranoia. You know what that is?
Yes. You get fearful of everything around you.
Yes, fearful and you know, you hear noises, you see and that is danger-
ous. I took him all over. I took him to Portland- I went to Portland
one time and one doctor there told me if he was my twin-brother, he says,
I turn him in. Put him in the asylum. And I didn't do it then, but then
later he got worse, you know, and he was dangerous, you know. Because
¢ WAS heaxing
he was under the influence of them noises, and he was Iiable to kill
somebody. So I turn him in.
Did he trust you? Your brother?
Oh, yeah, well he,- he has to go before this judge, you know. I took him
over in Spokane, he was in Spokane and he lived in Spokane for year. He's

got to live for one year in order to ga ,the—-ﬁpo sylum. 1In other

s

words, I don't know what happen. We took him to udge and judge ask

i . . 1 " u
him only one question. He says, 'You hear voices?" He says, 'Yes.
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"Who is talking to you?" He says, ''The degenerates." And that's all.

The degenerates?
Degenerates. You know, people that- He was seeing things, you know,
oot

that were not real. Ya, it is disease,{Fame as anything else.

Yeah. Did you have any idea how he got it? How it started?

It started gradually, apﬁghtly, I don't know. I don't know how it star—

ted. But then he got to be worse, and worse and worse until- I was

going to send himkgsyzhe old country but they have no facilities over
oH

there. One doctorhin Portland, he told me, "There is no other place

like United States, except in Germany, that have a few places like

that where they keep 'em. But in the other places, other countries—-—

Do you think he was getting so he was dangerous to other people?

Yes, those noises, you know, that he was hearing. Ihweuhuﬁ s, it might

tell him to go and kill so-and-so fella. Kill me. He did that one

time. He got a knife but he didn't use it. Got a butcher knife and

I was staying with him.

To take care of him?

Oh, no, he take care of himself. But he was getting wild some time.

So, he threatened you with the knife?

Once, yeah. And, as I say, the situation was I better take him in be-

cause he might kill somebody else or he might kill himself. And over

there he's safer, anyway. In Medical Lake; he died there.

Did he live for long after he went in?

He lived for quite a while. I went a ccuple times to see him, but I

couldn't get nothing out of him. And he didn't want me to- "You let me

alone." He says. That was sad, but it could happen to anybody.

Yeah, they say that ten percent of the people in the country have men-

tal illness. Ten percent, that's a lot of people.
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Yes.

Did he keep working in the mill as this went on? As he got worse?

No, he stay in Spokane. And I had to send him money, you know sometime,
to live on.

That's while he was waiting to get in there? Or this was before?

Well, I couldn't, you know, it cost money to stay in Spokane @ hd dngihey

%#hugi%hile he was hanging around there, he was fighting with everybody

Greek
in the Greek place there, you know. TheArestaurant where he was eating.

And he was from my own hometown, one them fellas that own the place.

And he wrote me and told me, "You better come over and take care of him,

because he's fighting with everybody." And he couldn't kick him out.

He couldn't kick him out because he didn't want to?

Well, he didn't want to, no. He didn't want do that, because he knew
QC"‘NM. SGN &

me, you see. He came from same“village. We were raised together. And

that fella dead now.

Was this while- was this during the time that he was waiting before he

could get into Medical Lake, or was this before you decided to put him

away?

Well, I decided because he wrote and told me that he's fighting with

everybody that was there, see. And he says, "You mwst do something."

So, I study the situation and it was expensive - it was good place for

him anyway. There is no other place- and the Medical Lake, they have

pretty good place. They good care of him.

So that's when you took him to the judge?

Yes. Well, before you take him to the asylum, the judge has to examine

him. He has to send him. He has to order him. The judge has to order Hhiain

in the jail and from there they take him in.

And he had to live there for a year, in Washington, first? Before he
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could go.
C thexwirse.
Yes. Before he come in, Washington, yeah. you had to go to
Idaho. But there's better place, over there. Oh, he lived three years
there, not very many.
Was he older than you or younger?
Older. Older, and he had a stiff leg, you know. When he was young he
had what you call osteomyelitis. The one leg was shorter than the other.
And he had a pain when he was young fella. He suffered terribly. It
was mistake anyway. The old man shouldn't brought him over in first
place. But he's gone now. Poor guy.
He shouldn't have brought him over because he would have a harder time
in this country.
Yeah, well, he wasn't strong enough to work on any job, you see. Some
job that you can't do it. He did work down here alright, he work as
edgerman, but he couldn't get along with his helpers, and he finally
quit. Quit & ey Lvee om, 1T don'd rewmcmhbier Now, 1% beev « lory o ime,
You know, Mike said that he and you “oth were easier about money,
spending money, you know, enjoying it, having a good time than a lot
of guys were. That some guys would try to hold on to every cent they
made, but you and him both were guys that lived pretty good when you
could.
Oh, not much difference, some didn't spend no money, they save money
and go back to Greece. But some did and some didn't. It's a matter
of- Oh, I saved little money and I went to Greece and spend it. And
I came back. I'm not sorry now I did. T went to see how the country
+hree
was after so many years. Fifty- years. I went over there and saw
the people that I left when they were six, seven years old and

1123 I
they were old- o0ld men now, ) I was. My sister,ﬂleft there, she
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was going to school.Wheni T Saw ieve cyer #hez, nev-deedin wire el sj e
hee k. she didn'4 have no deeth, nothing.

Terrible. Terrible living over there. So I stay five months. I says,
"Goodbye."

SS: I think you mentioned to me that your relatives wanted the money- some
money that you had, too.

GD: Oh, they wanted; they got some, but not all of it. They were in bad
shape, you had to help 'em. My sister over there, she was a
widow with two kids and her husband was no good, when he was living.

wen he wis i hespital
He spend money, and they went broke. And everything was on the-
LY

d of $ice B
what you call- they was going sell ofd (é”\’-{ or Jid*
SS: Bankrupt. Yeah.
Doarwu ek ,
GD: Almost. You had to help 'em. I couldn't. You know.
SS: Did they figure that you were rich because you were American?
GD: Oh, they know that I wasn't too rich. They knew that I had a little

money. I didn't tell them. But people around there, they talk.
The 4C there vexy of 4en. The Cosdomey; you Kvigw, T +hey wanted
& oV S hey'd 9o theve., /fhéY didn't shine+hcir own shecs,

But pico+ of +Tren) de Jjiow,

SS: When you were back there, Gus, in Greece, did you get a chance to see
any of the old kind of customs, like the celebrations that they used
to have? Do they still have that, like Easter and holiday--?

X
(N

GD: Oh, yes, I happen to be thereAEaster, yveah. But they don't have that
like they used to have, not as elaborate, you know. They kind of get-
ting away.

SS: I heard that they were very colorful in the old days.

GD: Yeah, they was, they were colorful. They had [amb? N HpPLeTy

and everything else. They do now, but they don't have as much. You

see. They celebrate. I don't know, they, got a little money. They

seem to travel a lot. You see, “build highways over
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there, you know, and they got good transportation. They travel from

one place to the other. And before, they didn't have that. Now they

go to AHkng Enﬁegr. every week. Soon as they earn anything they

some travel with the boat, some with the bus. They got two ways. And

if you go with a boat then you get seasick, why, you're out of luck.

(Chuckles) My niece, you know, a girl, she got sick, sick as a dog

she's vomiting. I told her I would take her down. They got a place
+have wher<

down below“thewgg?ks, you know, beds that pull down to sleep. But you

have to pay.

What made you decide to come back to America instead of staying over

there?

Huh?

What made you decide to come back here instead of sE)aying over in

Greece?

What made me?

Yeah.

(Chuckles) I didn't want to stay, I didn't go there to stay in the

first place. I went over there to visit. I didn't want to stay there.

I didn't have nothing there. And here, I didn't have nothing either

but it's better country to live. What the heck, what was I doing over

wootd

there? If I was therehprobably been dead today. Pretty near been dead

here! (Chuckles) Ncw34ihb -Fhfﬂﬂf

Well, you know, Gus, with so many people- so many of the people going

back to Europe from this country in those days, so many of them. It

seems like so many went back; what was your thinking about that? I'm

just talking about say in the '20's and '30's. You never did go back,

you wanted to stay here, didn't you?

Oh, ya, sure. iNhar made ywe. 80 back. Mostly I joined Masonic
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Lodge here, long time ago, thirty years ago. And I was representa-
(syedlc
tive for and I thought I'd take a trip and see my sister and the
T 90+ a went Fh e

other relatives.A Lot of cousinskbac%, fellas that work here, you know
went back there and married. And I enjoyed the trip but I spent a
lot of money because my nearest folks, my sister, was in bad shape and
I had to help her. I couldn't get away. That's the reason I spend

ol
money.iThey sold everything from there, I have to give them a power of
attorney to sell 'em and I didn't ask for money Or anything. They
won't send anything anyway. And they moved about ten miles from over
across the sea, they and my niece, she got married there to a boy. I

9ot
don't write to them now, and they don't write to me because Ihblind
and I can't write anyway.
Well, back in the '20's when so many of the people came over here for
a while and made some money and then went back to the old country, did
you think about going back to the old country, or did you really always
want to stay here?
it Ad want

I never had no ambition,to go back and stay, because this the best one
) I went over there to see and I saw.
in the world to live in.AZHMII knew it before I went, but I didn't
know exactly.
All these other guys, why did they go back? Your cousins that worked
here.
Two of 'em got married, you see. And they bought piece of land, and
W ey the girl is

they get married there, . supposed to have something, you
know.

What? The dowry?

Yah. They got a dowry. And they thought that they could be- make liv-
ing with that. But I never thought of that, I never expected that or

never thought anything of that kind. I thought this was good country
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to live in, and I was going to stay with it. Greece is poor country.
Those that have money they live a very good life in the big cities,
where they have (cny@uienee but in the rural districts, like my home-
town, they don't have nothing there. They have no electricity; they
don't have a darn thing. They cook in a fireplace there, and that's
where they do all their cooking and everything else. And the fire—
place does the heating and cooking. When it's summertime they let the
O(\d‘(r
fire go out, but they have to build a fire, you know,ito cook. They
don't have no stoves or anything. Some have, that have money, but if
ofsy awd

they don't have no money, is nothing.“In the wintertime it's cold over
there, too, sometime. I had get up four o'clock in the morning to

take the bus. I told my sister, "I'm going to Athens." I rent a house

over there in Athens, anyway, and I just went to visit. It cost me lot

of money.
SS: You decided to- at four o'clock in the morning you decided to leave?
That ]
GD: Yes, pretty cold. There's no fire. kLittle fire there, didn't give no

heat in the fireplace. And I said, "Goodbye, I'm going to Athens."
Athens, they have everything there but cost money, you see, costs just
as much- it cost two dollars a day for coal oil for to burn in the stove.
Cost mdney, you see, cost two dollars a day for coal oil for to burn

in the stove.

SS: Oh, that's too much.
GD: It's pretty high; pretty high, the il and coal oil and gas- gas is
terribly high. I don't know what gas was but it was up to a dollar,
sncthey’
dollar and a half a gallon then. Now, it's two, three dollars,

I don't know, maybe they don't have any. They use coal o0il, they have
engines in the automobiles to burn coal oil instead of gas. And all

them taxi drivers and things, you know, they are set so for different
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kind of o0il; coal oil.

SS: Well how were your cousins doing that had worked here and gone back?
How were they?

GD: They doing dead. They are dead now. One of 'em did pretty good. He
owned lot of landigg@mie was pretty good. But the others, not get
along, not very much. But now they both dead. They dged about two
years ago. So, there no living over there- and for men of age, you
know, J:\Nﬁgeventy years old when I went over there, I didn't think
it was a place for me to stay. And if I want to get married, I could
get married here any time, at that time. Now, I can't get married, h<¢cavse
I'm blind and I'm handicapped and I'm sick.

SS: You know, one other thing that I was going to ask you, Qus, was about
this business of being a bachelor, say back in the '20's, you know,

the teens and the '20's and the '30's? Was there much chance for all

these bachelors like yourself and other guys to get married?

GD: To get married?
SS: Yes.
GD: Oh, ya, there was. Some of 'em got married, but not all. It wasn't

I AT AN b
much chance as it 1smnow, because we're living together and we never

nexe
mixed with the people of the town or the girls or the boys. And, we

A
couldn't speakAEnglish language. That's another thing, you see, that
kept us from getting married. And now that we learn, we got too old.

SS: But there was no- say like- there weren't any Greek girls around, were

there?
Qr‘(“k gn" heye
GD: No Greek girls, no. I had one, but she came when she was ten years old
n

and she's married to some young fella, some young fella here. Her
father was businessman in Chicago and she came to San Francisco and

_ kitlea
she met this,Y\tT’Q\rsf P\Usbngigdﬁén the war and she met this boy from
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here, fella by the name of Larson, and she's been here for ten years
Twglut ' .
now, or more. More than ten years., But she's not here in Potlatch.
that
They started here and they didn't 1like it. And they sawﬂthere wasn't
much chance for advance and they went down to Quincy, Washington.

That's where they're at and they own a farm— two, three farms over

there. They got a lot of money. And she got two, three kids. One

, eV, ENe girl
kid isher Corot dd%htéﬁe's garried and she's got +we neve, T Hmk.one
[4He
is twenty years old and the other one, T don't know, he's . younger.

These guys that went back to Greece to get married; did many of them

bring their wives back over here?

Not very many.

I wonder why they didn't come back with their wives.

Well, as I said before, they got the dowry, you see, piece of land

there and they start to work over there to raise something to eat and

live there. That's why. And they didn't speak very good English.

They says, "To heck with going back."

It does seem to me a little too bad that there wasn't more chance for

the bachelors to meet the American girls around here.

Well, there was a chance; some chance, but they didn't trust 'em. They

didn't trust the American girls, those boys that had a little money,

you know. They say,:ﬁmﬂirry her and she'll take my money- spend my

money and then kick me out. That's another thing. Although I never

thought that way because I didn't have no money in the first place and

when I did have money, why, it was too late. I was too old. I tried
s dueg World Wae T

to marry one one time, but she didn't «~ she was working on town

site, Hey g15ker 15 my next door neighbor now and she's a widow.

This girl- she wasn't Greek though?
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GD: Oh, no, frox here.
SS: She was from Potlatch?
GD: Shets Gone Cived row.

End of interview

Transcribed by Frances Rawlins, March 17, 1977.
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