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Tape 46

ADA HILL CROW

Viola; b. 1880 2 hours
minute

Side A
01 1 Early Viola residents. Boles' store and Post Office.

Nichols carried mail in a covered wagon. McCray saloon,
Manson box factory and Comer Hotel. Burning of church
two schoolhouses and old hall by a boy with, perhaps, the
help of someone else. Minister for Viola church worked
out. John Rothwell got leg caught in tumbling rod,

also Beasley girl -- grinding flour.

08 4 Parents came from Junction City to homestead and arrived
with tea, bread and an onion to eat. Father taught /
school that year. Two foot high bunch grass. Following
the plow and eating the camas. Smylie. Nazarenne Church.

156 6 Played on creek in free time. Brothers cutting church
and running races. Father marked off the rows in the
garden to be done each day. Helped raise kids. Getting
stuck in snowdrift. Raised beans on summer fallow.
Sometimes thrashed beans with frails on barn floor in
the winter,

25 10 Father saved his crop in 1893 because he had a binder
and had his grain all bound. Most other people used
headers in 1893, but with a binder you could cut it
somewhat green. With header the grain had to be almost
ready to shatter out. Father sold much of his grain
for seed grain. People sold wet grain to coast.

27 11 Canning with half gallon tin cans which were sealed with
red sealing wax. Put garden stuff in cellar, put cabbage
in a straw and dirt pile and buried potatoes in pits.

Side B

oo 13 (continued) Brothers a nuisance when digging up potatoes.
Father wrapped himself in gunnysacks to his hips to work
in the snow getting wood. Raised lots of dry beans.
Didn't believe you could grow apples until Wes Palmer
put in his orchard. No bugs then in the arden, fruit
or berry bushes. Used 25 gallons of lard a year.

09 17 Viola named "Dogwalk" because the dogs walked on the planks,.
Boles store mainly traded with the people who lived in
the timber who traded wood for groceries. Father would
sell them hay cheap or give it to them. Got mail twice
a week. Father had to get his paper and read it by the
lamp. Father never swore -- could only say "Gosh mariah".
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Ada Hill Crow
minute
Side B (continued)

14 18 Fourmile Church. Emmett Godow a good minister. Cutting
a hole in the ice and baptizing people. Didn't dance
muche. The frozen ground in Canada. Couldn!t bury
people in the winter because the ground was frozen solid.

24 23 Literaries and debates every Friday night. "Wwhich is
most useful: the dish rag or the kitchen door?" One
old man would get mad if people didn't see it his way.
Charlie Crow and her brother sang "Casey Jones" and
tore the house down. Made their own newspaper.

29 25 One fellow rented a pony and ran it until it fell down
dead. Wes Palmer would hitch up wild horses.

Side C

00 26 (continued) After one run the horses could be put in
a harness. Her uncle and aunt ran off and got married
by the Justice of the Peace, Wes Palmer. UWes' only son
was killed by a log. Asher Palmer worked in the garden
when he was 90,

08 29 Broke off courting with her husband because he took
another girl to a dance. Charlie hauled timbers for
the railroad trestle near Viola. Not given any presents
when married. Spent $25 on a new cookstove, used daven=-
port and four chairs.

16 32 Methodist camp meetings went on for several weeks.
Taught to be afraid of Indians.

21 34 Heard about homestead land in Canada. Lived there from
1912 - 1937. UWent for five years without a crop. Took
one pickup load with them when they left.

Side D

01 39 . Eighteen people spent one winter together at her place.
Would visit when it was =30 and the women would quilt
and the men played cards. Young people stayed all night
at dances.

05 40 One woman had a baby in the dead of winter in a sleigh
on the way to the hospital. Quilted twice a week. Husband
would take neighbors to town on Saturday night for ten
cents.

16 45 Brothers in later years surprise their parents by buying
a phonograph for Christmas and hiding it behind the tree.
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Side D (continued)
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46 (3)

Alice Skeene waited on Dr. Gritman when he had smallpox
and then her folks wouldn't let her stay at home.

She ends up staying at her house and accomodations

are made. The most dangerous time was when she was
scaling off and she was isolated. Mother wouldn't

let her in the house after that. Mrs. Gritman put on

a veil and went to Portland.

Down 36 days with typhoid fever. Could only eat strained
buttermilk and eat whey. Baked a cake and ate the whole
thing. Her daughter would cuss her father when he

licked her. Her daughter took a notion to burn the

weeds around the house,

with Laura Schrager
July 24, 1974
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ADA HILL CROW: A man na;med AsherPalmerwas the first man I thinkhwas there.

And he had two sons: lesley and Elmer. Wegley, he was the oldest, and he
was justice of the peace for a long time. And also he raised the first
apples in that country, first apples there. v . . And then
this man named John Miller homesteaded there. He homesteaded in back of
Viola, y'know, but he lived in Viola. And so did Elmer Palmer live in

Ao e
Viola but the homesteads run back y'ses, and yet, they still are.
And’be'%Gws had a store in the post office. And I forgot the man's name
that had the blacksmith's shop. And we went to church every 3hday in the
schoolhouse. and my father, Frank Hill, taught the first term school there.

And Mr. Nicholson, an old man he was scarried the mail in a covered wagon from

Viola to Palouse and back.

. R
LAURA SCHRAGER: Do you remember that} him doin that?

Oh, yes. Oh, yes, to Palouse and back.
Was it a big wagon that he had? A
phee ©
Just a little covered light wagon he had, uh huh. He carried the mail |
Y de mc,ﬁ/‘( ("\\1‘

for years and years. And then a man name of McKay ,had a saloon there
of course at that salcon, y'know. Later Mr. Manson had a box factory after
he got to raisin?apples, then he had a box factory there. And Mr. and Mrs.
(chﬂekf. , they had the hotel there. And they later built a church--one room.
Mr. Smiley was the school superintendent and Mr. Veatch was the minister.

Wow that's as far as I know of that. But this church, it got burnt ®Rm



e

e

Q

o

(@]

1-2

bes a

(Hey buknt both schoal houses USfhe poydidn't want to go to school.

!
And “he burnt both schoolhoues and then they fixed it up and an old hall
to have some school. And he burnt the hall. Then they said, they-d fix up the
church and he burnt the church. So he didn't want to go to school and that's
what happened. And just a boy, about twelve years old. But we always thought
there was somebody else helping him. Now that's all I know of that. Fhat's
the beginning of that big town.(Chuckles).

Did the (oméX - ouild the church?

No, (Gfex - had the hotel.

Right.

No, the members built the church, the chur:h members--the Christian Church,
um hum. Of course it was small; there werggqfﬁ%gygg?og%ewas small.

Where did they have church before that? Did people go to church at all?

They ha¢ it in the schooll ouse, ié}he shoolhouse, um hum.

Would someone come out and preach?

Yes, um hum. Yes, before we got the church they'd come out from Palouse
and preach. But g%er we got the church we had a minister there. Just someone

ome oot e

that wouldtstay there and preach. Oh, he worked out on the farm and like

that too, but he preached.

How did they raise the money for that church? Do you know how they got that
bult?
to Tun church, ]
Oh farmers, they farmed, y'know. It don't take as much fhen as it do
‘-
{/:k(g (]
now. Goodness, they didn't them as nice as they do now. (Chuckles).

The minister, he dfn't get nothin much, justwhat the congregation would take
up, and that's all he'd get. Maybe five, six dollars on Sunday, that's all.
Now look what they give em. And a calico dress, you could get a calico dress

for twenty-five cents--a good dress certainly. You could get five yards--
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five cents a yard. Now you couldn't get the end of a bolt for that.
Th. ty-six inches wide, yep. I guess those people are all gone now

\IJ A th(\
that . :°® there, So that's about all I know about Viola.
7

L S: Was there a grist mill there when you were in Viola?
: SANT i

D ee s
fredee . . .
City, but not in Viola, no.The . was

A C: llo, never wase. One in
bick in the timber, no grist mill, no. No, they never did have one there, did
they? Not that I know of.

1 S§: Well there's a story about--do you know how John Brothwell lost his legs?

A C: Yes.

1L S: Oh, how did that happen?

A C: 1t seems to me like, you know they had these old horse plowers with the
horses would go r"Cijm‘/{arld there was a tumbing rod that'd run from the machine
up to this horsepower and some way he got caught in that tumbling rod. He
went to step over it or something and he caught his leg in that, tht's all.

L S: What was he using the horsepower for?

A C: Oh, I don't know. What was they using it2 ;b Jhen +hee's the Beasley

girl got hurt there too later on like that. Oh, what was they doin? It
was grinding grain o something. I just can't remember that, grinding
gfin or something though. She had to keep the horsszs goin'and step over
that vod and she didn't get over once. It was bound to have acddents sometimes,
y'know. There were soO many people around, they have to have accidents.

L $: What was that box factory about?

AC: In Vbla?

L 5: Yeah.

plred
A C: In the south end, yeah, it was omn the south end. " a long time. I

don't know what Viola looks like now, I haven't seen it for a long time.
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My father lived in Washington, but his fence yet is the line betweun
Idaho and Washington, it still is. Because we used to play beck and forth:

one would get in Idaho and one would get in. . . 50 that's about all.

a1 ot X

Now they lots of stmwberiies aroundf:n the,” Qiola there in the
mountains. They had lots of strawberries there and cattle. He had quite
a few cattle.

L S: Would you go out there and pick strawberries a lot?

A C; Oh, yes. We went out and picked strawberTies, um hum.

L S: You know I wanted you tg?back to--you started to mention last time, right
hefore I left some stuff about your parents, things that they'd told you.
I think it was your parents coming by covered wagon.

A C: Oh yeah, they come from Oregon, Junctih City, Oregon. It took em six weeks
to come because they stopped and worked a while on the way. And when they
got to the homestead all they had to eat was. . Mother said they had a
cup of tea and some bread and butter and an onion. That's all they had when
they got to their homestead, you know.They had the money but they didn't buy

groceries. And then there's a Mr. Scott lived there close. He had a big

AL

garden and a Mr. Platt, they the folks out then. And the folks got
then
there in July-Well they helped the folks out with the garden stuff all that
summer. So they got along good then. But Father loaned the only twenty-five
ﬂ‘\o*—'\\"(’\(?)»\.\d e

dollars he had to Mr. Scott.: . didn't have any money,
probably cause he loaned it out. He was like that, he'd give you the last cent
he hal and do without himself. And he'd help somebody else. Well, anyway,
lother, she didn't like it but he'd get it back, that's all right.

1 S: What'd they do those first years?

A GC: Well, Father taught schoointhat fall, y'see. But they had to build e log house

ot ook e ego and und & 104 Nouse

and the neighbo.s helped themﬂ And then father taught school that fall

in V. la there. ind they got along pretty good that way. Oh they didn't have it
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e
like we do nowadays, goodness know;But“they raised a garden the next summer

and they got along all right after that. My father taught school for several
years after he wae married. I don't know, people were all the same. There
wasn't one tryin to bug another and tryin to get their money away. Thevre

Aiendsy
wasn't anybody that had much money. But they were good = ., you know,
and all honest and all had e good time. 'Théy wece neighbers,

L S: What do you remember the homestead being like when you were a kid?

A C: Oh, just bia bunch: grass about two feet high all ovev. I remember Father
used to take the three horses, put it on the plow, and my brother and I, we'd
go along behind him. And we'd plow up what they called camas. Be a littie
onion-like, something like an onion, only it wasn't as strong. And we'd eat

that; the Indians eat it. ﬁ;%ﬂzr' told us about the Indians eatin camas
so we ate it too. And then once in a while we'd catch a rabbit, little baby
rabbit,y'know and take it home. (Chuckles). Oh, we had such a

up there, near as I remember it was a rough lookin country to start in to
farming. All buth grass all over and only three little horses. And about a
twelve inch plow to go around and walk, round and round and round.

L S: Now were you born at Viola?

A C: Yean, well I was born on the homestead, um hum. It was about two miles south-
west of Viola. I told you to look back when you get up there on the mountain
you can see that house. You can't see the house through the trees. But you can
sec an old red barn and a lot of trees. But theald house is there but it's
pretty well done now. They built it when I was twelve years old. That's a long
time ago, you seec.

L S: Did tey have help on that when they put that up, the new house?

A C: Yeah, they had a carpenter, oh yes.And then they finally got telephones
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put in Viola there. We 1ived in Viola after we was married and then they
put telephones in there too. 1 don't think W< hever had electricity
though. Nobody did around there. Well, I guess they have now. I'msure they

shat'o

have. So, long time ago, nearly a hundred years ago I guess dnce
Viola was started. They wee there four years Bfore my brother and I was born--
we were twins. And they were there four years before we were born so you
see they was there right from the beginning of Viola. I think there was a man
there, an old man named Smiley was there about the fygt, 1 guess. He was
a kind of retired, kind of a mhister. Then we had a good big church later on.

,
v\,;‘f‘(vv\

Cithd she went to 3unday school

Ha A« chwre h Nadt a el !

R
therekknd her sister. You can remember it, can't you Velma, that church?

VELMA . Not much. I remember the church and what it looked like.

o fewn

A c;ﬂwyﬁ) andaghey builtgnother church and USa,ﬁF4QDPaJ shop now. Oh I dont know

+He vl

I3 €

what got into em, the Nazarenes, they had a church there, you know. And thé

L &:
A C:

L S:

A C;

Luorace
was Eddie Gray's father. He bought a and they fixed it all up and

they--I don't know whether it was that or the Crristian people, they said
they owned the land and they wouldn't have no Nazarenes in there so they
cu Mever had hothin g simnce

T AAe HecK &gfl AL
had to mﬁt.b@&;dmt%QK;W.tUY\

Hhen, The wumsred moved
into his shop, some kind of a shop, I don't kify but that makes it bad.
why ddn'+ ey [eave H-angeven though the christisB™Pl§1a oW Ahe
church, what'e the difference? They didn't need that. Would you think they
should?

Oh no. That's the way things go like that sometimes though.

Yeah, they did. Well, that's about all I can tell you.

Well, can you tell me more about when you were a kid, you know, things

that you did for fun when you had some freq\time.
W

Oh yeah, we played up and down the crick in the water. Sghqgglgi). And neighbor
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girls would come up, you know, mghbor‘ : kids and we'd all go to the
crick, you know how kids are in the water - - -

v« and find sowe  polywogs.

Catd would ¢
AC: We  plywogs a,nd—fhexboy&,m snakes.
Vv : We did too, you taught it to us. o
R Dv\ “ (A%-','k ¥ f'\i. t
A C: %w{) start to Sunday school Sunday 1'.4‘ Mother didn't go and sometimes

they couldn't go and then they‘d eend the boys and they'd go up to the
swimmin hole. My twin brother would always get his shirt on wrong side ocut,

”‘.f}f'«.ﬂ.’ f}-&.ﬂv.u e} b ‘ ﬁir + 3"
and kinda-tet ‘em know thet—tre hadn't been to church. (Q‘s_uckles)l.l‘ﬁo,they'd

e 3
. . Cak 404 . ) ;
stay and swim around until they seen Mr. #42 Lomin' home from church. Then

4

£ et
they'd get out and get their clothes on right quick and s would always get
his shirt on wrong side out. T+ whAs o dead gwveawpyof course I
didn't dae tell on ':m, they'd Nh\pme if 1 did. But we didn't go to school
Mile
very much., We went down fDUY/\ school down west of Viola. When we first went
Mie
there, why the 60(;; school was too far away for us to go so we went to Viola
. .§hen- \
for a while, And Miranda Hemmers was the name of the teacher that faught there
when we went. Father had quit teaching then, he'd been faming.Well T had t
work, nothing to work with much either, didn't have; +hen like they do
now. Milk cows, seil butter and eggs, and sell gzrden stuff. Us kids used
to carry onions up--we'd go to school and we'd take onions up and sell e
in Viola there in bunches, green onfhs, y'know. Things like that.
L S: What kinds of chores did you kids have to do?
A C: Oh, we milked cows, feed the pigs, the boys dd. I had to help Mother
in the house in those days. The boys had to do the chores when they got
big enoug‘n.j ;.\‘\v‘;l;:\\‘s had to help take care of the kids and therewas dways
the baby to look after. and then the dishes to wash. And there was an

awful lot of work to do. And we had to help in the garden, work in the

garden. Father couldn't do it and farm toéso us kids had to work in the garden.
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We didn't play srand like they do now. We had to help. They made us
get out and do things. Father had so many rows for us to do and we'd have
to do 'em or else take a lickin® I don't think that he'd hurt us much but
we were scared of him, just the same .(Chuckles). And we had to because he
just couldn't do all that work,yknow. Mother helped in the garden a lot
too.
L S: That garden was probably pretty big for all you kids.
4 C: That's right, um hum. Big garden. And we had to make butter with +heto1d
dasher churc, up and down, y'know, like that. Velna done it, she knows that.
Mothar'd set down ° q’Lvening and churn and churn and churnf?lr old butter.
She put it down on a cool evening and she said she was going torest and churn.
(Ehggklesl.And oh, we had ponies t ride. Oh yes, we'd go horseback riding.

And on Surdapgwe'd go riding. Boys used to take the horses and run races on

Sunday. f-c “ney coould 3(,'1' awpy -@rom Lo+ner and het /et
him Sind F oot why Hreyld run vaces,

lcause if Father found out he wouldn't let em have the horse. (thcklesl.
L §: Did you have your hands full taking care of the kide, the smaller kids?
A C: Yes, I always had to take care of the baby. Mother had so much to do. I
was the oldest girl. Mother had so much to do that I had to help. No, 1 cdon't
know, I didn't mind.
v : I'm the oldest girl, I did too. Oldest in the family always had to take
carz a iittle more than the others.
rememaer I
A C. But we had to work, had to live. And IAwas twelve years old before I ever
had a pair of overboots, you know, over your shoes to school. No we didn't--
we had)just Weay ovy YnoeS. But our shoes was good and heavy too.
. vy ©\d
Nc:; o ‘Q-W\C. S“Ots weldwear em to school. AndA . schoolhouse, it was

just one room. And a big old bo) heater, long, and it had a hearth
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come out on it. It took this three foot wood and put it in that. And then
no, that wood don't throw that heat out like coal or anything - but vd€'didn't
have any coal.And we'd drive down there in a team and we'd b%ig%aggmetimes
we'd push each other out in the snow all get wet and cold so we'd go out there.
And that old heater wouldn't heat the house if it was very cold. I don't
know how we lived through it but we never got sick. It didn't hurt us. No,
get stuck in a snowdrift and you always had to get out and wade in that
snow up to our waist. But now, could they do that nowadays? Egbgpglgg).
I guess we could if we had to. Well, Father told us, we thought we had to.
He told us no, he says,"If you get stuck in a snowdrift just set still and leave
yhe horses alone. There'll be a plow and get through and you stay in the
thought
sleigh and leave'em alone. Thy'll get through,'and they did.But we, . we
hal to get out and help, that it was too heavy for ‘em. Yessir, Father took
his grain to Palouse to get it ground for flour. And then he reaised beans

mmer fallow. -
on higu er ta gnough to buy his sugar and coffee. Oh yes, he'd have two

. . some ok them

or three acres of beans 1in. And we'd have to hire help from Vi.ola,A come

down from Viola and help hoe thépeans out and help pull‘em and thrash ‘em out.
j-}c“ you: we- worked 0(.//’ and if you couldn't thrash Ln out ther they'd put
'.m in the barn and then they'd thrash 'em in the wintertime when they had more
time, y'knowy »n the barn floor. They took a big canvas down and then they'd
beat 'em out with flails, y'inow. You took a stick, if you know what a flail

is, well they took and stick and then they took a shorter one,y see. And then

Fuke
they'd put a leather here on this one and up over this one. Well you this

seeqaﬂ‘y\
it'd fly beckxfndhwhen you hit it that way, why this svick on top would go
down under the beans, and that's what they called a flail. It waa dorter
than this one. And you hit that, you hit it hard.

L 3. Did yon do that?



A

A C:
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1 didn't, the men folks did. Yeah, that's the wav. They wouldn't ‘e that
nowadays, would they?
Well, that's a pretty hard way to get your beans.
. Well, they had to work hard, oh yes. And they used to have headers in that
country. They'd had the wheat up with htaders and stack it and they'd «+*
Was that pretty early that they had headers?
ped ‘
Yes.,4¢kd€(k wes high on one side, low on the orher cause the shoe from
the header would have to come up into this bed. And you see& the grain had
would
dmpt(ﬁ -+ha,+ Lkeep it rolling around like this. Well, this grain would get
on these dyapers and then they'd go and fall over in the header bed, see. And
| puitt Vot
then this was low, anc then it was ,A}ike this, you know, come down like
this. And then th:zs high wonld hold the grain in and this would let the chute
go up in here and there'd besomebody there to keep it back and they'd have
to load it. Then Father got a binder and bound the grain. And then they could
wasn't it,
get it taken care of quicker. In 1903}fhey had the wet place.
No, that was '93. It was 1893 that it rained. . .
It rained and spoiled their crops. But Father got his safe bacause he had
N
a binder and he had it all and his thrashing all dom So he saved his
crop that year. But most of the people just loat their grain, it rained so
auch on thm. That was 1893, ves.
Were most other peopleusing headers then?
]
Ya2s, um hum. Nearly all ¢? em did. I dont know how Father happened to get
. . . - . . . !
his binder but he did. He got it somway. He saved his grain cause he could
cut it on the green side and then they'd shock it up in shocks, you know, it'd
mature, y'see. Then they cald go by and pick it up and put it through the

machine, thrash it. With a header you had to 1t it set quite a little while

before you could thrash it after you got it cut. It had to be just as ripe as



L

A C:

L

[97]

S:
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could be before they could cut it too:Th‘G‘MAy it would shatter out, and

it did shatter, a lot c¥ it did.

You were lacky then.
Oh, yes. We were lucky. Father sold a lot of his grain for seed wheat
We _
that next spring, yeah. got groceries and stuff fromthe coast

i
*

over around Seattle and around. They sent groceries and stuff. And I don't
know, they traded that old wet wheat for something. I don't know, maybe
pig feed cri%icken feed or something. But over on the coast they took it and
let ¢se oenple have groceries, y'know.
Did many people have to leave or sell their land because of that harvest?
No, I can't remember:anybody leaving. No, they made it throgh. That's

gar

den
the only time it was so wet. Yeah, we raised real good Jown there, it

dens .
,didn't have to irrigate anything.

rained gquite often. Raised good®&"

Can you till me shout the wiﬁzguca to can in the oldest way that you can
rEmember?

teah, I remember the first peaches "‘\C:%"Cﬂ““cd,whad a half a gallon can§.

Tin can?

Um hum,E;hey're tin. They weren't high can, they weren't flat , but you know,
half gallon. If I can make you understand, they'd come up and then this 1id
would come over the top like this. And the;?d be : little cresse around here,

air holesgnd then this 1id from the inside would come out over the top. And
Mother would put red sealing wax all in this crease, clear around that can,
all over that and make it airtight. That's what they had then.

Would they boil it then after they'd do that?

Ch, no, Mother always cooke: her peaches fist.

]
You'd cook them and y u'd put em in the tin and then ya'd just seal it.
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A C: Real hot, take ;m right out and seal 'em real hot, with sealing wax.
Then'ycu 6ee, would go all over that and then you'd cool it, and it'd
seal, yep. In tin cans, I don't know, tow they don't use tin. Arther thing,
I don't think she ever canned any gerden stuff, we put it inthe cellar.
They'd put cabbage--my father used to make kind of a frame out in the garden.
aLvros®
He'd put up a piece . tike this and then here it'd be long, it be,
h according to how long you wanted it. And then he'd tie two heads together,
y'see, he'd dig a trench about a half z foot deep, six inches deep, put some

let

straw in there and then he'd tie these cabbage roots together and the

heads lay down in the straw.4nd then he'd put more straw over the heads
until he got that whole thing full '. And then he'd put dirt over that,

cover ‘em over so they wouldn't freeze. And then we'd have cabbage all winter,

that way.
1L S: Did he put a lot of dirt on top?

A C. Yéh, he ha' to or it:would frecze fyou didn't. It got awful cold then.

Well, he covered it with the straw so the dirt waldn't get next to the cabbage,

ute a /e brt and +hen he'd Mwwdgrf:

nd +nen hed have +0 90 /n one end
and get tle cabbage out. And

y'know. He'd PUT ?

He'd +avow it o\l over: A

they used tobury their potatoes. They'd be down , maybe a cople feet down in.

And then they'd put the potatoes in pits, you know. And then he'd put straw--

he'd pile'em up and they'd come up like this,y'see. And then he'd put straw
vow

all over them, maybe a foot and a half, two feet deep and then . dirt on

tup of that, quite a lot of dirt. And they'd keep all winter. Oh that was a

job gettin them out of there. Oh, I hated that worse than anything in the
of thode PiTs a
world, gettin them potatoes out': I hated to see Father qo and ofen ont say,

dwied>
Now V@h@h‘¥“&k~ I want you kids to put those potatoes all in bags." And

we had to.
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What was so bad absut doing tha?

Oh, just didn't want to do it; it wasn't bad, we just didn't want to do it.
Keep 1t
I'11 tell you, you know, you'd from the bottom up even, you know, =and

d of oide A)

it wouldn't be so bad.(gn

1'd have mine all clean soc I cauld pick'em up from here, y'know. And they'd

shove that old st_raw here and I'd have to get back and pick ‘em up. You know

world, (QhPCKLeﬁlz And they'd rastle and scuffle, phy. And I was getting mine
dow€, and I had so many to pick up. And I'd get rinte done and they'd say,'Well,
if you help me, I'11 pay ya. I'll give you ten cents." 1 knew they wouldn't.
They never lad ten cents. &nd I knew they wouldn't, but yet I'd help‘em. That
was the way I was. It wouldn't hurtmeto help 'em pick up a few potatoes., Tey
wouldn't help me though. Oooh, they were ornery, regular little beasts.
(Ethklegz.Yep. awful cold in the wintertime there though. Father used to
wrap up. And we didn't have anything much to wrap up in so he'd take gunny
sacks, cut 'em in pieces and then start in--he had kind of a heavy boots on.
And he'd start in just around his feet and he'd wrap clear up to his hip
because he was in that snow, cuttin wood,y'see and bringin' that long wood
out of the timber for wood. And he'd come back just saakin wet when they
were done.Juvt*\h{wet from that snow. And then 1 ranembd‘ he had a place
up in the house, he'd hang them old sacks up %o d”y in the night and then
put em on the next morning. Go get another load of wood. But they didn't
think too much about it. They had to do it and they didn't know any better,
and it was all right. W wouldn't do it now, would we? Now that we know
better. Nobody even burns wood now.

Where would he cut the wood? Would he have to go far to cut it?
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A C: No, not then. Not those days, they'd just go in back of Viola there
about maybe a mile and a halfortwimiles. There was lots of timber there then
in those days. There wouldn't be now because so many peop-e, farms and houses,

o W\ . . .
people livin back‘tnere, you know, there's no timber. Not like it used to

: ir
be then. 1 know they used to have to go over the summit to get to the wood

i b f L W A g

before T " % ¢ they'dhave to take their team annd go back over
Flannigan Crick and up in there to get their wood.Because people have settled up
so far back in, back of Viola there, y'know, and they have homes in there.

L] .
And they wouldn't let 'am have the wood. So:“ o em might let em cut a load
now and then. But at fi¥st there was lots of wood there. They still. . .

L S: Did you father cut any wood for grocewies or anything like that?

A C: No, nc he just cut i for our own use. No, he didn't. He raised beans and
garder. stuff, you know, like that. It didn't teke many groceries, y'aea, we

v"\s‘ 1 e : PR B |
had eggs andka good garden. And then Mother canned the fruit but they didn't
can beans or peas nor nothin' like that in those days. They just did't use

) and ,
‘em. And we had all kinds of carrotsﬁkcabbage and potatoes. And they raisec
lots of dry beans, y'know,gar<id had = lots of dry beans.

L $: Did they have a lotd different kinds of dry beans toc?

A C: OB yeah. They'd have the white. 0avy and then they'd have the little red
ca1i! beans and the white navy beans. And they'd raise 'en and they were good.
They had all kinds of beans. Oh Father had em buy the hundreds of sacks of
i out . .
em settinh;here, You knowJ so many in the field there. He'd get four, five
and six cents a pound for,em. Well, that amounted to quite a big, you know.
But no, we didn't have canned vegetables. We ha’ canned fruit--peaches and

pears. We had lots of apples after he gzot to raisin’ apples But they didn't

think that th.y could raise apples till this farmer raised some. The reason
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T rems—ber that so well, I had a calf that I claimed. Father said he
wanted to buy it. So I told him, all right, he could have it for a
dollar. That was big money. Then Mother took my dollar and boupt apples
for the harvest hands so I didn't have no dollar.(gbgklgs).__That‘s the
reason 1 remember one farmer raisin' apples. But she took my dollar and
bought apples. People thought they couldn't raise'em, you know.‘rhtq neNerr

‘rhﬂy'ﬁaﬁrd+

‘?u'\- rem out. \we coulc, do it.

No, it'd be too cold,

And we raised the niest apples. Then everybody raised bo many, apples
every place. Oh, you could raise all kinds of fruit then. Better than you
can now with no bugs or things like there is now.Oh, Father, he used
to have nice pears and cherries, apricots, peaches, raspberries, gooseberries,
currants-thea different kinds of currants, the black and the red and the white.

And raspberries and oh, I don't know, anything you wated like that. But they
did can them. And made jam and. « .

The peaches didn't get frosted out?

Oh na ,oh no. The peaches'd be all righte. They’d be all right now if it
wasnt for the diseases gets in the trees- curl leaf and like that, you know.
And so many bugs and stuff, just don't pay to try to raise peaches. It's
just'to hard. But apples, it's guite a job to ralse even appng& You have to
spray the tree soon as it's dormant, and then you have to spray‘em before
they bloor and after they bloom. It just don't pay to bother with fem.

You never u-ed to have to spray?

No, we never had anything to bother.

Did you ever have insects attack you gardensat all?

No, not in the early days, no. 1 dw t know if they do yet or not, down

there, do they?
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Oh, they have some troubles, yep.

Do they?

Oh yeah.

Well, we didn't have no trouble this summer with them things botherin'our
garden. No potato bugs, none. When Father was raisin’ a gardeAthere all

We nad k
he had to do was just hoe it,hto keep the dirt lose arourd the plants, y'know.
And he had good gardens--sverything. We'd have turnips, rutabagas. Had that
old cel-ar just full of stuff when the winter come. And they'd kill ther
own hogs and four, five and six hogs got through the year. But they. . «

Would they smoke t&ggmselves?

Yes, oh yes. Yes, they'd smoke it. I don't know how we used to use SO
much grease. I've sern Mother have four or five gallon cans of lard and you
know, by that next fall thot='d all be gone, quite a lot of lard. I don't
know, they used so much grease. Now we don't use thst. I don't know now we

did use so much. Of course when you had men to cook for you had to lots
of pies and doughnuts &4 stuff like that.

th- had a lot of kids too.

Yes, nine of us.

That helps the grease go.

(EEEE}EERL Yes, nine of us. We wegn't all there at home at once though,

when tle youngest one, when Merle was a baby, you know Merle, don't ya?

Um hum.

When he was a baby, why Willie and I were gone, we were married and gone,
y'see. We weren't all home at once. But Ace, he got r=wried. I was married

three or four yesrs befoehe was. He just didn't care to get married.

What is that story again about Viola being called '"Dogwalk?"
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" to
4 C. Well, yeah, they used,I don't know, we didn't haVe any walks or anything,

they laid planks down. And the dogs of course would always walk on the planks
instead of the mud. So they called it "Dogwalk." (ghuckleil;‘Cause the cdogs
walked on the planks -ike the people did, they called it '"Dogwalk." And then
it got changed to Viola. Now there wasn't much to it, I'1l tell you,in them

days.
Bowles

L S: Was that stpre much?

A C: We didn't buy much there, no. No the people in the timber would cut wood

r-l

and bring out there, trade wood foy groceries to Bowl®'. See they got their
mail there and they'd bring out a load of wood and get their groceries and
bring their groceries back with them. I don't krfy if they'd get very much for
their wood or not, but thats the way they lived. They didn’t live wery good.
And they couldn't rase a very good garden in the timber, you know, too much
turpentingzgtuff in the soil in the timber, under the trees. They couldn't
raise too much gardggfrf’don't know how th~ people p in the timber dii live.
My father used to sell hay, he'd never get nothin for it. They'd come out
here, them poor old horses, just skin and bomnes, y'know. He said,"OhJ' he

d\A““" ca(¢, they need it, they gotta live someway. They got to get a long some
way. They'd come down and Father'd load em up with a load of hay, He said,
#1111 never see nothin for that hay. I know I won't. But maybe it'll help

‘em out some.'

Your place didn't have that much timber on it then?

(7]

C: 1o timber.
S: None, vkay.
C: I don't think there's any timber west of Viola, no, not that uh huh.

S: Well, there isn't now hardly.
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A C: No, there wasn't any then. No, just about like it is Ree
V : Great big hills.
L S: Would you go into Moscow or Palouse very much?
maybe
A C: Oh, yes,-”'\t-ﬁﬁ“is WCVl'f'A'."I think we'd average pretty near once a week.
We got out mail f.oom Palouse and we'd get it twice a weck. They'd put the
mailboxes over on the- so we'd come {rcr: school. And we'd get the paper twice
a week. I don't remember, I don't think we got the mail but twice a weck
eitirer then. Ther it got so you could get your mail every day, put the
mailboxes up. When we'd go to schol, you know, they'd put the mailboxes,
and have the mail carrier come out from Palouse and we'd get our mail everylay
. ... then. And we'd get the paper, §que§ganfRevigy} I think it was ,twice
s week. Then it got so later though, Fathers got the daily paper. And tho
isturdays they'd get on a pony and go over to the mailbox, it was a mile from
home. I'd get the mail, I'd get the pape . My fathe-~ had to have his paper
at night.
L S: Would he read it out loud to the kids at all?
A C: If there was somethin' he wanted us to hear he would. B%E you we§gu13tggzgted
it to yourself.(CEggklgi).Htﬂd»3C>on laughing, then he'd get up to the.
table with that old lamp in front of him and he'd put his paper out there
and read. And you can see him yet, can't you Velma? With his paper up there,
readin his paper or His Bible. He'd have his Bible out in front of him lots
of times there. I never heard my father swear, never. He used to say
G oo\ M, That was his bad word.(Chuckles). That was the baddest word he
could say. And then Mr. George Hill,he's our neighbor, all he could say
"

"
was daggone.Daggonit, he'd say. That's all he said. Yes, we used to have

some good old times down there. But when we got olde , we had church in the
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F;OY’hth school. And we'd go up to church at eleven ot'clock,

Sunday school at ten, church at eleven, and then maybeAéhristian Endeavor
at five for the young people. That'd be the young people's meeting. Then
we'd have church again at six . Same way in Viola they did too. They

had church at ﬁd\’/m/l— and Viola both.

What was the Christian Endeavor?

Well, it was just a young people's meeting. You lnow, they'd get up, the young
people instead of te minister, the young people took over. And they'd get

up and talk about different topics.

Would just young people be the e or would there be. . .7

Well, one or two, but mostly young people, just the young people. And thy'd
read the Scripture and then they'd talk about it, y'know. We'd have somebody
thevye, nearly always, to explain it us. They'd be an older person, y'know.

And they'd explain this to us. That's what Endeavors were. We'd have that for

Godow

an hour and then we'd have a church. Yes, we had one man, Emmett ., he
was a ministe , and boy was he a good one. That old church would just be
packed. And mui, oh we had?o go through the mud to get there . There was twenty-
five of us baptised in th;tpso*”uﬂb ciick ©one Sunday. They had to cut the

ice, a thick ice off and put it out of the way so they could baptise us.

And that ministep stood in the water and baptised twenty-five of us.

My mother had a quilt and when I was baptised she had a quilt she put around
me ,we had to drive quite a little ways in the hack to get to a neighbor's
place wheTe they could let us come in and change ou’ clothes before we could
go home. It neve® hurt us. We neve- got cold. Oh, we got cold, yeah, but
1 mean we neve got no colds or anthing. That water uas icy cold But that

h
poor old preacher, he stood there andkgaptised all of us. He wasn't a very

big man either. Some of them boys he baptised was bigge: than he was, taller.
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But he put'em under, which was cold. And then later on he baptised a lot
more, and the water was better then. Charlie Hill yas baptised “N8ne of my
brothers. I guess both of my brothers was baptised then. A whole lot of
people; they'd come from all around. We had a good church there then.

Was this still at the Viola schoolhouse or was this at the _ = »

That was Four Mile School.

I mean the Four Mile?

Um hum, Fouw Mile School, uh huh.

Was he a really strongly religious man that he. . .7

Oh yes, he was. He didn't have anything, just him and his wife. Well, the
farmers kept him in vegetables. And they'd give him a little momney on
Sunday , you know, take upa collection. And then a lot of em'd give him meat,

you know, eve-~ybody had their own meat. And they'd give this minister, with

his

just him andkwife it wouldn't take much. And they'd give him a little collection

on Sunday and he got along pretty good. I remember Mother fﬂhint-he lived in
Palouse City--I know M the and Mrs. Poe, that's a neighbor, they took a
hack, we had a light wagon, we called it a hack, and they took him a whole
hack full of vegetables and se on. And they put'em in their cellar for the

winter. So they got along pretty good.

Did he do other things besides preach on Sunday? Would he go around and
help people out during the week?
Yes, if they need it. Yeah, hetd do odd jobs, oh yes. He wasn't a very well
man. He was kind of sickly like. And he wasn't too young a man either. Oh,
he must have been up in his fifties. He was a good man. Oh yes, he'd go and
anything he could so in the spring of the year or axytime, he'd go and help
Ju¥

if he could. But liiwng in town that way, it waskabout ten miles from

Palouse to our place, just with a team, y'know. We didn't have any way to ge
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outthere. And when he was preachiéhe stayed around with the meqdpers,
just stayed out there with the people in the wintertime, you know, when
everybody could come. Oh, they was comin’from Kamiak and all around up there.
That old schoolhouse'd just be full of %m, but he gd by doin' this.
Did you go to parties and did you have. . .7
Oh yes, oh yes, we had parties, us young folks. We'd all have parties.
Have something to eat, y'know. We didn't dance much. But we'd have, oh I
don' t kno:, ve played games and different things like that. And then later
on they got so they'd go to dances, but Father would never allow us to dance,
no. I'11l tell you, it got so rough and drinkin so much around there that
Fathe¥ said!No, you can't go to dances. It's not fit."So we didn't. 1 never
learned to dance. He wouldn't let the boys go either. And he wouldn't have
the boys play cards either. They never did care‘*ﬁ‘pﬁay.. I don't know, I
guess they got so old and didn't know how or what. I don't know, but Father
wouldn't stand for it so we halto do the best we could. We neve thought
anything about it though. ukyz%irthday parties.
How did they celebrate pirthday parties? Would they make a cake for someone?
Oh yes, oh yes. They'd have cake and then we'd make our own homemade ice cream.
We'd all have to turn that old freezer, y'know. I don't know if you've ever
sén one of them.

Yep.

Home freezers, wherve you have to freeze it. Well, we'd all have to turn that
till it got so hard you couldn't turn it anymore and then it was done. That
was good ice cream though,We used to put the recl cream in it and eggs and
fix it up real good and rich.

Did you have ice boxes, ice houses?

No.\j\lc dld\h Qay\ad::\w\?e‘/had ice in an underground cellar. And then

we put straw ove: top and that way it was covered, oh it'd be covered that
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deep with dirt, y'see, we'd have a frame, logs like to hold that up.
And that'd all be covered an’ we'd keep that there nearly all
summer. But I don't know why they didn't put ice up down there, but they
didn't. They'd have to go to tuon and get their ice to make their ice cream.
Well, up there in Canada, when we was up there?ewas up in July, wéd have a
pulley, they pulled the water out of the well with a pulley, you know, the

vohe
on the end and then the wheel?

L S: Yeah.

we had i bored

A C: Go over this little wheel and pull it up this way. Well, oir well was, real

L

A

deep, but you could go there in July, let your bucket down and you'd take
somethi# and knock the ice off the side of the well’-g)” . your bucket

and then you Qild make your ice tea. That was in Julljl'D tBSR%'and July is when

their wate- pipes freeze up. Y'see it'd be nice and warm on top but the frest

went down,y'see. It'd go down -nd freeze their pipes and it'd be warm on top
and you wouldn't hardly believe it. But you see it'd gone down. And they put

their gpes down ten feet deep. Oh, yes that ground freezesup there. You couldrt
get a bit of that ground up in the wintertime. Not even with = ~k, you'd

’\-7
they &i%ﬁybody

have to pick it like a rock, just solid. Bué}?il t:ll you what
Aizd, they'd have to put'em in the cemetery ig a little house there till
spring to bury lem. They couldn't dig a grae. One time Velma had %%«L&Hg;there
and that little house was just full of people, just stacked up. They never
got to bury 'em until the next spring. Of course it had deep, wide walls to keep
it cocl in there, y'know, for the bodies. And they wouldn't dig it till the
ground thawed out next spring. No, that's terrible. When a body dies and

you have to stick'em in an old house froze up till spring.sghppgiggl.l

couldn't hardly stand th.:houht of that. But didn't any of us die.

S: That's good.
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That was awful.

Did they have literaries in the time that you were pretty young?

Oh yes. We had a literary every Friday night. We'd have a program and
then after we'd have something to eat and then they'd have a debate on
something--men folks would debate.

Was it men mainly that did that?

Well, the kidsk " too, the older ones, the high school kids.They'd debate

on different things. Now one timzc they had:'"Which is the most useful? The
dish rag or the kitchen door?'"(Chuckles). 1 7o't remember which side won.

What kind of use would the kitchen door be?

Oh, you'd have to go out and in, y'know.

Oh.

I guess you could get along without a dishrag but you couldn't get along
without the kitchen door. Anything for fun, you know. Just some little fool
topic like that, argue it. But it got so that one old man there, he would
get mad. Oh he'd get mad. And he kinda spoiled the literaries when he'd get
up there and talk. He'd get mad because they couldn't see everything like
he did. He wanted to get some topici?ike, oh like in politics or something
like that. Well, that's no good. Nobodysuuipolitics alike and that'd kinda
spoil it.

People t-ied to sty away fron issues thagf%g%ﬁt get. . .

Yes, thev'd get so they didn't. . .

Contreversial issues.

He'd get mad and pound the desk, he'd just come down on that old desk

No, I don't think it was any good to. . .

It was for fun, y'know, have a good time.

Um hum.
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I remember Charlie, my brother, the one that's down there in the home
now, -Phcy sang '"Casey Jones" in Viola one night and boy, they like to've
tor2 the house down that night.You've heard Casey Jones?

Oh yesgh.

The first time they ever heard that. And .he had to sing it twice.
Yes, they u®d to have good times.

Did they have a newspaper too that they read out of? Ifve heard some of those
literary things they'd put together a little sheet of paper about what was goin
on.

No, they'd make up their own papetr about things that happened around, but
they didn't mention no names.

Oh, oh.

I know my siste-, she was so mad, there wa: one man there and he had a load
of logs. And it wa=: the breaking up :gpring and on the bridge was hare
and you know them horses cculdn't hardly pull that acroes that bridge. And
school was out and Maureen saw him. And he was a-whippin them horses, just
a-beatin them because they couldn't pull that. You know that wood and the
sleigh runners would stick. 8o she put it in. . .And she did mention his name too,
she was mad. She says, 'He wants a team that don't neither eat nor drink

poll A~
and can pull a load on the bare ground or,on a bridge without any snow."And
he was mad, he said he didn't think about Reen puttin’it in there. And he
said,"I can whip whoever put that in there, and I can whip ‘em good!" That's
what he said. She said,"Jim Keeney wants a team but they don't eat nor drink
and they can pull a load on the bare gmund or on a bare bridge.'" She was
so mad because he was beatin them horses. Yes, they'd make up a lot of funny

'k
thinggAgggﬁt somebody, putting in there just fo> fun. They didn't mention no

v
names?%hough. But Reen did that time. §he was mad at him, she didn't care.
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My father said,"You shouldn't have mentioned his name. She sayg™I
donft care, It will too because I want everybody to know what kind of a man
he is, beatin the horses to deth.'"And I was just like her, we had a man come
up from Colfax up to speak at a picnic. We used to have lots of picnics too.
And this fellah, Fathe,” went and got him and he stayed at ou{blace that night.

/
And he, 1aughin‘about it, he said,'We rented a little pony, my wife and I,
an? we run that pony till it fell over dead.'" And I said,"I don't think that
was very smart." My Father says,'Hey hey." I says,'"I don't either." You know,
I never did like that man after that. He sas,'We just run that pony till it

fell over dead.'" Now wa:n't that mean? And I told him I didn't think it was

very smart. And Father,'Hey, hey," he says. (Chuckles). I didn't car:, I
didn't like him. And then in the morning Mother, she'd gogéhicken ready to

30 and ue was a-walkin around there and I szid,'Dont ever let h'nq réth
ove- and take a piece of chicken out! If I'd a known that I'd a hit him over
the fingers as he was cuttin'em up. I'd a hit him over the fingers with a
butcher knife because he just, I don't know. He was all right I guess I just
took a dislike to him because he run that pony to death. Anybody that'd do
that wasn't no gocd. He thought it was smart.

What you say makes me remember some sbout what you said last time about
Wes Palmer and his horses.

Oh yes, he used to have what they call a stone boats, Fhey'd take some
pieces and put 'em together and nail some heavy timbers, and then they'd nail
Uob“'v*and then they'd put the tongue in’em, y'know, they'd call'em stone
boats, they're all stone on, y'know, you put stone/hqu\ YOCK‘: on.

Well, he'd get two wild horses, never been hitche: up and he'd put the harness

]
on them and then he'd get on that thing and turn em loose. No fences, no
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nothing. And he'd let em. . .
(End of Side B)

A C: Yeah, when he got back home they were broke.And then he'd put ém in the
harness and use 'em on the farm. When hc got'em back from that trip they was
broken, ready to go to work. And if they died he said he didn't care, hi9

harnessroglg more. He was really a good man but he didn't care what
they thought or what they said, it was all right with him.(Ehugkng). Yeah,
he was a good man; he was just odd.

b 5: Yeah, he sounds a little different than most men.

A C: I could tell you more but I don't think I better,

L S: Well, he was justice of the peace right? For a while there?

A C: Oh yes, he was justice of the peace for a long time. He married my uncle and
my aunt; they run off from home. My uncle wa: eighteen and the girl he married
wasn't quite dxt=aen and they run off and got married. He married em.

L S: He wasn't supposed to, was he?

AC Yes, oh yes.

L S: Aﬁifl didn't need permission from her parents? o4+

y wouldnit have allowe d ¢

A C: No, she diinft need no permission. (Chucqugl.‘ They were supposed to go to
the dance and instead of going to the dance, well, they did go to the dance,
but they went and got ma-ried first. That was Charlie's mother's sister. But

they got along all right. They had kids and they all grew up together. The
parents and the kids all grew up together.£9§295Le§l.Yeah, at the time I

remember, Uncle Johnny got into trouble some way, and he come up to Father's

-

Sunday morning. And Mother had a woman workin for her, and this fellah was
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comin to see this girl, and he had a team from the live y stable. And they
was just a steppi{ and John seen him a-comin, he thought that was
the sheriff. He jumped on a horse and he rode for the line over toward
the other side of the fence. And Father said,'"Now, if it's all right I'11
wave my hat." And Father waved his hat and the morve Father waved the hat
the harde  he'd run from ‘CA‘( Awny - (Chuckles) .Harder he'd go.

Father said he couldn't make Uncle John understand at all, he'd just

leave that on there ready to go, that old fellah. He was in Idsho, you see,
1ﬁ§¥ouldn't get ahold 5f him in Idaho.This was the sheriff from Washington.
What was he afraid of them getting him for?

Weil, he did something he shouldn't have. I don't know what it was now.

They Staved W™ %“’d'

Some little thing. I don't think it amounted to nothiﬁ?iﬁe was scaredv~1
don't know if he took somelrﬁJ‘ thing or somethin happened, I don't know.

Was Wes Palmer supposed to enfor:i: the law in Viola or <did .+ try cases,

did they have acourt?

I think he did, justice of the peace, I think he did, um hum, Oh, he was
law abiding, a good citizen. But he was just a rough character in the. . .
He was a good man though, eve-ybody liked. But they*d all go to Wes Palmer,
he'd help you out. Go and see old Wes. (Chuckles).

Did he have a whole lot of horses and cattle there?

Mos+l\{ _

: No, he had some,b%gt too many, no.. farms and he had his orchard
and he had lots of pigs, had some cattle.

Did he have many children?

Yes, I think he had five. One wa: Sidney Palmer. I think he was about eighteen
and wo king 'n the logs and a log rolled over him and killed him. Hig

only ooy, Sigey Palmer. I'd forgot:  about that de, but it was in my mind

then. It killed the only boy he had. He was about eighteen, ninetgen or so.
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L S: Did he take that hard?

A C: Yes,he did, yes. He had that Mrs. D7 ¢K g (1) when
Jim was born .

V. : He was her fathe: wasn't he? W Wur “ gl s Tuna Goaa g h;iu“ﬁ*&

it "atw“ ‘5

A C: Yes. And then he had Sarah and L"*“'f{ Maybe it was only four children

he had. Four or five, um hum. And *° “&f his brother, he had three. His brother
didn't do much, he w1z kinda quiet. Lived back on the farm and he didn't have
to do. But Wes he was out and a goim'all the time.

L S: Did you ever know Asher Palmer? Wes Palmer's father?

A C: Yes, I've seen him, um hum. Mothe¥ used to say,"I don't know, that old lady
Palmer, that poor old man, xie's up in his nineties:'And she'd say,'"Asher, you
must go out now and hoe in that garden. Them weeds is just about to take the
garden, you'll hde to go out and hoe.!" Mother thought that was terrible.

That's the reason I remember his name was Asﬁer (Chuckleg). Mother s::d4,'"He'd
have to go out and hoe in the garden' and how m an that was. Make that old

man get out there,

L S: Did his wife tell him to do that?

A C: Yes, she wouldn't do it. She wouldn't go but she'd makehim go. Make an old
man like him go out and hoe in the garden. Gosh, he might‘fall Rm. . .

v o garden wouldn't they?

A C:He'd do like he did last summer. Go out there and fall down in the
corn. (Chuckles).He got out here the other day and he fell down. He couldn't
get up a step in the back. And he holle ed and he hollered, Velma and I didn't
hear him, neither one of us. The door was open too. He finally made it in the
house. He said,'Didn't you folks hear me callig?" And I said,'"No, I couldn't

hear you at all." He sayg'Well, I liked to've never gotten in the house."
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I said,"Well, that's too bad, you should have stayed out there."
I don't think he said a word because we didn't have the television on,
we were just sitting here like we are now and thaz door was open. I don't
think he did.

And there isn't hny thing wrong with him. And old lady here, up here in
the home she's a hundred and five and she got her first permanent.(gbggkles).
And she can hear, she don't wear glasses, she can see good. Only when she
recads she wears glasses. She don't get around very good. She can h=ar and
her mind is as clear as a bell. No, she's a hundred and five.

Sounds good. Where did you meet your husband?

Oh, we grew up together. We went to school together. Oh I don't know, he
was aromd ever gince I can remember. Yeah, we went to school togethar.

Did you court for a long time or is he the main boy that you went out with
anywhere?

No,i Wk wih others. I got mad at him ‘cause he wouldn't do it and I
went with somebody else.(Chuckles).

What did you get mad with him about? Was it just some little thing?

No, he went and took another girl to a party and I wanted to go and he
left me at home. Took out another girl and that made me mad. I told him to
ke@p on going with her. That's all he did too, all winter.And I wouldn't

Al winten
go with hi”“f§2255l95)~ Would you, when they leave you at home when they
know you wanted to go and go get somebody else? Wouldn't that make you mad?

Yeah.

(Chuckles). Ch well, I guess everybody has their trouble some way or another,
don't they? )

How old were you when you got married?

Trenty, I was twenty.Twenty-two when VLWHOL was born.
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L S: When youﬁparried, where did you move to?
A C: Oh, well, this is back of west farmers too, there was a man had some
grain there and his boy died. And he couldn't handle all this grain after
\
his boy died. This wastback of west farmers. So we had to go back, we bought

. +hat Lall

this out. And we weren't going to ¢>t married unti .« And then when
we got this wheat, my bother and we bought the wheat together, then we got
married and moved up there in that house, and stayed the e that summer.

i

Then we rented a pf%ebver toward Moscow and we stayed c.rer there for a ycar.
!
And then what did we do? Oh, we'd come back to Viola and started work haulin'
that timber for the railroad that went through from Spokane, that electric. . .
L 5: Oh inland, yeah.. And him and my brother hauled out the timbers for that
trestle. It was there, it isn't the-e any more. That trestle was there.
“They haokad ovt +hose laig +imbers -Co\'fi-ha-‘f'-  camp
hﬁnd oh Charlie worked on the railroad quite a lot. He had a big 7" there,
y'know at Viola there in back of Grey's. I ‘think that they lived there. It
seemed 1ik§:€ﬁey lived there, the head men lived in Miller's house. That's
where John Miller lived. And ones of the boys'wives died while he was there,
with T. B. And he was workin' on the railroad, puttin'that railroad through
there then.
L S: They started workin' on that railmad then a long time before they got it
finished. -
A C: Oh yes, um hum. That used to be nice. I wonder why they ever quit usin' it.
I don't know why they took the trestle out. Maybe it got so it wasn't safe
o~ somethin' I don't know. It was handy. In the wintertime, you know, we'd
just walk up there to this little depot they had there and go to Moscow and

back, and come back home. There was no place to put a horse or anything.

We could walk from my father's house up there though a little bit. But it
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was handy and nice to have the railroad through there. And then they'd
ship wheat and stuff, you know. They used to have the big elevators there.
That was handy; I don't know why they quit udng it. Maybe it wore out.

L S: When you got married did people give you things t%f%@t you up?

A C: No, they never give us nothin'. We neve¥ had anything, only what we. ..
We didn't ha® anything hardlv.

V : No showers or anything like that.

A C: But I'll tell you, we had twenty-five dollars. And I'll tell you what
we did, we bought a cookstove, wood stove, y'know, to burn wood in, a
good little stove, a good sized stove, It didn't have any warmer on it, but
it was just a stove. It had a little tank on the back to put water in and
then it had a hearth. And then we bought kind of a davenport and four chairs
for twenty-five dollars. Of course the davenport had been used.

L S: The stove was new?

A C: Yeah, it was new and the chairs were new. One rocking chair, and for twenty-five
dollars. I sold the stove for ten dollars when I sold it. It was a good
stove yet. I don't know why I sold it, but I did. Oh, I know, Mother had a
Home Comfort and she decided it wasn't big enough so she told me I could have
it, the Home Comfort. So I took her stove and I had mine to sell. And she boqspﬂ”

a bigger one. Yes, that seems like a long time ago though.

L S: It was (Chekles).

A C: Pretty near a century. (Chuckles).

L S: Did the Comber's hotel burn down?

A C: Yes, the hotel burned.

L S: How did that happen, do you know?

L]
A C: I can't remember how. Jomeone lightin a cigarette in a bed or something.
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L S: Oh yeah. We used to stay the e. Did many people stay there over night?
A C: Yes, there were people stayed there. They were nice people and they had
a little store in there, notions, you know, in théfhotel. A lot of candy hearts

and oh, little notions like that: candy and ;i . and like young people want.

But Bowles had the groceries and everythinéiéggoss the st-eet. Well, that
hotel burned. It was a nice little hotel too, wasn't ve: v big, but it was big
enough for there.

L S: Oh, it was three stories or something.
A C. Yeah, it was three stories, two or three stories, yeah.
L S Were there tent meetings in Viola then?

A C: Oh yes, I'll Sav there was. The Methodists used to hold ceamp meetings
there, the big tents. And boy would they shout. And then some of them old
ladies,y'know, would get religion and would they shout. They were nice
old people. And they'd hold that thing maybe two, three weeks at a time.

aroung.

And they'd camp there and have good meetings. Have meetings at night
+hey'd
and then&have meetings in the afternoon for those people that were camped
there, y'know. But the farmers, I kv we used to go at night quite a lot.
Not every night, we couldn't but we would go. And they had lots of nice
meetings, nice singini
L S: 1Is that different from the Faith people? Do you remember when they came in?
A C: No, I don't know about them. No, these we e Methodists. They were true old
Christian anyway. Yes,they used to have good meetings there. And I used to

meetings.

‘em. I thought it was funny to sit under a tent in camp.

like to go and hear
L S: How come they didn't meet in church?
A C: There wasn't one. It wasn't big enough. It wasn't no echurch, it was a schoolhouse.
The schoolhouse wasn't very big.

L S: This was really early then.
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I went up to the schoolhouse one time- they used to have church dinners

in theschoolhouse. I remember us kids were outsilde and the women after dinner
they'd put the things away and they was sitting there talkin’ in the
schoolhouse, And I'd come in and I'd seen‘katwoman sittin’ there and I looked

at her. And I said,'"Mather, who's that old squaw sittin over there?""Shh,"
my mother said,"Come herc. You set down there and be still.'" And I said,

"Who's that old squaw, I want to know.' She said,"Set down and be still. That's

Poe's

Mr. - sister, sit down and behave yourself! Shut up.'" (Chuckles). No,

I had to find out who she was. She looked like an Indian and I hated an Endian.
See, they used to have Indians, when the folks come up there they had an
Indian scare. They even had a fort built. They were afraid of the Indians and
they had this fort where they could go get in there if the Indians

ever did come but they was afraid they might. And they could all go to this
fort.I was taught to be afraid of Indians. I wan-ed to know what she was doing
there. I wasn't going to stay there if she w0 2.

Did you see Indians very much?

Yeah, they was peaceful though up theffg,They didn't bother anybody. They
used to go. . . I think tntywent +o NesPelitmn  up here over in there by
Grangeville and around, wal't there and Indian reservation or usazd to be
somethin?

Um hum.

Well, they'd go from N¢596N¢n7 ovel to that reservation and back, You:;ould
see em goin along the road, y'know how they string ogaeagghggggsh :§ﬁ§§:§'d

have a wagon and all the women was sittin flat down in it. I used to be
afraid to walk to Viola. Af-aid I'd see an Indffgn:ﬁ@géz_igs). If 1'd a

seen one I think I'd a hid in the corner of the fence. They had a fence that
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and this way.
went this way, And I said,'"™other,if I see an Indian comin I'm goin to
hide.!" "Yes," she said,"if you do they'll get ya." So then I stayed behind
because I figured they get (Chuckles.) She said,"You just go right
on by and don't you look at em. You just walk right by and they won't bother
you.!" And they didn't. Well, I don't suppose I even seen any, if I had of,
I guess I'd of died right then. (gggpklgql.vqt found some mail one time,
somebody'd lost it off of their wagon. And we went and hid it in the corner
of the fem:e\‘u gébody could find it. So we come home and we said,'We found
some mail, we hid it."Mother said,'"What did you do with it?" "We hid it."
She says,'"You get that and you take it back to the post office right away,
“n the morning when you go to school. That's somebody's mail and they
want it. Were they letters?" "Oh. they was letters. We hid'em.”(ghggklgg).
We was lookin after that mail. We hid ‘em in the corne?ffggge.

She said,"You take them back to the post office.! 30 we had to get em and
get 'em back to the post office. Isn't it funny how a kid would want to do
that?

Yeah, be real helpful. (Chuckles).

They protected 'em,

We couldn't read, we didn't know whose they was: We couldn't read, but

we'd hide 'em in the fence.

What made you and your husband decide to go to Caﬁha?

Well, there wasn't no ;laces down here. Everything'd been taken down here.
And my brother -rent up to Canada and he found this land and you could take
it to homestead. And kc'thought it'd be nice for us to go up there. And
then you could buy Hudson Bay land for I think it was a dollar and eighty

cents an acre. You had to pay for that. So we took the homestead--a hundred
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and sixty acres. And then we bought a hundred and sixty acres of Hudson

Bay land, belonged to the Hudson Bay, I guess. Well, I think that was a

Engl-nd

royalty from = 'y, for the royalties for Engl~nd

., that a dollar and eighty
cents an acre, that belonged to England, some way or other. I don't kif¥ but
they said it belonged to the royalties, the royegl family in England.

Down here all you could do was rent land, is that it?

You could buy it, only it was too high, oh it was high. It was cheap then
but look at ifnow. Six and eight hundred dollars an acre. Who wants it at that
price, isn't worth it. Then you have to pay such a big price gettin the
mate-ial to work it.

If you could buy a farm now you could retire.

No, my nephew bought a tractor; it was thirty thousand dollars. Well, I
think I'd rather have the thirty thousand dollars, wouldn't you? But he
had to, he had the land, y'see. He's rentinlabout, I guess, fifteen or sixteen
hundred acres of land and he had to have it. It's quite a tractor, it's got
an air conditioner, it's got a ra 1§vefgﬁgég§es)

Well, going back to. . .When did you go up to Caua? Were you behind the‘
move, did you want to do it too?

Nom I diin't, I dith't want to go. And Charlie and my brother went on ahead
of us with. . .They chartered a car, 7'see, a railroad car and took our
stuff up. And we stayed here until they went up and built the house first.
They built our house first. Then m%ﬁister-in-law and I went wp and took the
children. Then they bui1t4*&w’house later. Well, we all stayed at our place
and they built the house late-, their house, a mile and a half from us.

But they didn't stay long, they come back. We went up in '12 and come back

in '37, come back to Pullman in '37. And we stayed there ten years and then
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moved up here and been here since.

V : Her and my aunt went up on that train after the men got the house built--
two kids with the whooping cough on the train. They had their nerve.

L S: Two of their kids had whooping cough?

A C: Mine.

L S: Yours?

V : Yeah.

A C: All of mine had it snd we hadn't left yet. They'd been exposed, they didn't
have it yet, but they took it on the way. And we got to fq#“flﬂ*“ﬁ(f)
probably stay over night. And the kids are coughin'and coughin: He said,
"Have your kids got the whooping cough?' Well, they took cold on the train
or something, they were sure coughini" We couldn't go downstairs to eat or
nothing. We had to have everything sent up to us. They were just taking it
then. We didn't ailow'em to go out amoungst anybody, made em stay in their
rooms. And we should have went on. That night that we thought we'd just stay
over night in fh}“Jé"kﬁ"r”énd it wouldn't be such a hard trip.And we had to
stay till the next night at about ten odclock the next night. And we could
have went on, but we didn't. But after the kids got to coughid so we wished
we had a went on. But we told 'em,"They must have caught cold on the train."

- ) . :w
Jidedat boaet Tey all come out of it.

I guess we did.
Did you have it too?
V : I think so.
L S: Was it hard up there, especially at first in Canada?
A C: Well, you couldn't buy anything hardly. You couldn't buy any fresh fruit
i S
You couldn'+ spt anything hacdly Yo +he Sarst wo or +hree years,
or any freceh vegetables.LYou couldn't Buy any clothing hardly.
V : People send from mail order catalogues,y'know.'kﬂA\Ordtﬁ a dollar, thei:

yardage and their clothes and things they'd send. There was no use going to
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town much because there was only one 1little store there.
There was Eaton's.

Mother'd just send to the mail order house.

And 8impson's. We 54%’§bong +ime. And we made money the-e and we spent it
there too. I was there five years without a cre).. Every year you'd think

we weve there
now you was going to get it. Well the last year, a crcp come up nice, oh it
must have gotten a foot high, it looked real nice. Well, Don and Velma lived
down in C&(SOA , Alberta, it was about the foot of the mountain of the
Rockies. And we went down there. They was going to have a jubilee of =ome
kind down there. And we went down to that. Huh?

That's south ofbahhﬂdgejust over +hevt,

Yeah, by Lethhridge.

By Waterton.

And we went and we stayed three of four days. We went back and the hot winds
had hit that wheat and it was just layin'over, well, just like. . .Well, just
Ayin, and here come the Russian  _histles right overf?gp of it. You couldn't
tell there'd ever been any wheat sowed there.

What came over the top of it?

Russian thistles . The Russiathistles there. We'd never seen em
before, they wasn't that bad.

They don't have ‘em here, do they?

But I told him,"I'm done, Ch:rlie, I'm not goin' to stay here another time!
Arpther year, I'm going.“\Uhaf made VS come, Melvin was a young man
and I know he and Gladys was goin' to get mar-ied up there. And there just

wasn't anything there for him. And we didn't have any feed for the stock,

nothin')'v\‘f- adn¥ vt ﬁu)ﬁ\\*\fﬁ. And weljust had to shut off the stock. and ve
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was gonna take down to British Columbia, down to where Velma was
and we went and got a pasture and everything to take 'em down and .

they passed a law that Saskatchewan couldn't bring their stock over
+ake tem
into Alberta. So we couldn't,_ over there.

4

And we got rid of all of 'em then.Give 'em away and sold 'em the best

we could.We thought well we're footloose now, we'll just come on down

here.Il'm glad we did. Cause up there you're not sure of a crop yet.
LS: You went five years in a row without a crop?

AC: Yes.Five years without a crop. I'll tell you. And there wasn't that

3'%*1 youvr

much for stock to eat either. ~ bunch grass, it wasn't bunch

A

\
grass,it was kind of:ghort grass and it'd get hot and dry,it would
dry up.And it was nothing hardly.They had sluices there.Little water

it'd be green aroung that.Down in around there. We just got out of
4 had enoosn of 14

there.So we just left everything. Left two beds upstairs, curtains
A

up in the windows,and linolegm on the floors. Of course, I give it
all away.And then just walked out.Kind of hard to do, load the back

of a truck and take out just out of the house what you , your truck,

out
- .Leave

what

a pickup it was.And take just what it will holdA

the rest there. I told the neighbors they could go in and get
ey whnteel
.They did I guess.

LS: You sold the place when you left it?

AC:Un huh. We mortgaged it for all we could get and let 'em keep it.They
could have it.Then after we done that, they was satisfied. Then we come
down here, we was gonna garnishee Charlie's wages down here because
they didn't get crops on that land.Well we got ahold of a lawyer

and he wrote 'em a letter. He said,"They'll not...

(End of side C)
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From the Dakota line in Saskatchewan. And it's awful dry there.
ot US .
Now you take |+ 1n dovth, and up in there.They don't even have water.
They just don't have water. We went back up, went up to our daughter's
and we had to go through the southern part of Alberta.Well, we was
going to get a motel and there was no motels and nothing and
its getting dark. (Pavsc i +ape)
How many ended up being in that cabin?
; oi%
I guess there was about 18 of us.And three burner stove to cook on.
And cold outside. Oh brother,it was cold! I don't know how we
a\d: we
ever got our clothes dry. But weAlived through some way. I don't know.
And we had some pigs that weighed about 175 pounds.Had to take one of
them about every two weeks.Take a pig every two weeks.For meat for
that bunch.And everything else. I don't know why they come to our
place. We didn't know 'em. They come right there and sit down on

Whot can you :

us.And no money, no place to go. . do but keep 'em,

A
liow did you sleep that many people?
I let Oliver and his wife and baby have the bedroom. One bedroom.
And then Skinner and his wife and kids slept on a davenport we had

and ouv Little Boy
in the living room. Then the boys, the two Skinner boys,and my brother
and his boy, our bed set in the middle of the room, just 1like this,
there's no partition upstairs, just floor. And our bed set in the
middle and then we put curtains around it and the girls slept on
the other side of the bed.(chuckles) I don't know how we ever got...
In the dead of winter there wasn't much place to go except stay
in the house and get mad at each other.
Oh yeah we did go. We went up there when it was 30 below zero even.
We wouldn't stay home. We'd get up, we'd be there home, and somebody

Vs Women would 7011'*‘

come by,'"'Come on, let's go to the neighbors.u and the

men would play cards and we'd say maybe one-two o'clock in the
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morning we'd get home.Everything froze up at home. The fire went
had

out.Had water,ﬂthe dipper in the bucket.If you filled your water
bucket, you couldn't get it up til...I'd say . . . everytime I'd
go oui,I'm not going out again I'm going to stay home, I'm going to
keep this house warm.Take a long time to get warm once it got cold.
You'd like to never get it warmed up. And beds, they'd be so cold they'd
feel
~ xJjust like water, damp.But next time somebody come up,'Here we go."
(laughs) And us women never,all through the summer we had Ladies' Aid.
Once a month we'd all get together. Oh yeah, they're nice people up
there.They're really nice. Oh yeah, we had a good time.As far as that's
concerned.We none of us had anything.(joining in with another conversation
going on in the room)And then sometimes it was so hazy you couldn't hardly
tell where you was going. People freeze to death up there, you know.
But it'd even freeze the horses ears off.Her husband had a pony, I
don't know how, but it froze it's ears off up there.No.It was a little
colt that froze the ears off.

Did they just fall off?

Yes, come clear off.

(Unidentified voice) Wasn't ours.We never had no little colt.

AC:

Well didn't Toots have a colt? That froze it's ears?Yes he did.You
remember that?She did, she had it outside and it froze its ears off.
Oh there was an old man,oh it was cold and thirty below zero and his
wife was looking for a baby. They lived down south and they had
about twelve miles to go or fourteen with a team. In the wintertime
we went across this big lake, it froze over and it was near. She got
right in the middle of this big lake and she had her baby in the
sleigh. It was cold.That old sleigh and old dirty comforts and
everything. And he run his team the rest of the way into town.

And they got 'em in there and they came out and got her. I don't know

Mael2

0
how they got her and the baby.But they did some way, in the hospital.
A
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She got left out on the lake?
No she was in the sleigh.They was going into the hospital, see, and
she had her baby before she got in there right in the sleigh.(laughs)
Babies, they think they got to be so clean. Well they was dirty people
anyway and an old dirty bedthings in that old sleigh. Said she was

Bavy's {fine.

doing fine]Everything's alright."Well why didn't they go in before?
Why did they wait so long?"Ernie says,'Next time she's going into
town. She's not going to fool me like that anymore.'" (Laughs)But they
said the baby done fine.They was funny people. I know some of our

went . i .
- out and quilt. ONe of 'em would

women, like I told you, we
come down there and quilt. She'd made two tops, pieced 'em and she
took his old coats, now mind you, the collars and the cuffs, and put
in that quilt, for them to quilt it over. They said they dida't care.
I bet some of the stitches was that long. They just go over. Well they
said they quilted and quilted and comehimeL to eat.She made some tea.
She couldn't cook.She just didn't really know. And it was green tea
and this Earl Finch, he was a regular devil. He'd get these women

he'd
around the table and, watch and they couldn't hardly drink this tea,
they couldn't hardly stand it.It wasn't even hot. He'd say,'"Well I
think she wants some more tea.'Well Mrs. Green, one of the women,
she said,"If you don't shut up!" And he'd laugh. He'd say,"I think
Mrs. Green's out of tea." "Shutup!" And then she said they went back
to quilting and someway or other they got her to sing. She couldn't

carry a tune to save her life.And Ernie got her to sing some songs

for 'em and she said, they got so tickled, said, they'd never gotten

VN & MNess

A in their lives.(laughs)They'd go to quilt there'd be a

great big collar, you know a stll W¥aPped collar's thick. And they said
+hey couldn't quilt around that.She's trying to sing and they got

tickled.Oh,she said,"That Earl Finch,I'd kill him."(laughs)
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Did they quilt more up there than they did down here?
Oh yes. All winter long we'd quilt up there.That's how we spent our
wintertime. We had a good time.We'd go maybe twice a week)quilt quilts.
And we'd go into eat.We said,'You men don't need to eat. The women are
doing the work, they're going to eat first."We'd go back and find our
scissors all sewed down to the quilts.The minute we'd forget and

comé,
leave our scissors, the men wouldﬁall take our needles and sew our
scissors down to the quilt.Oh yeah, one old man come to our place one
n
time, he livedAsgith of us and he come by and it was suppertime. We
had wallpaper then. We had just wallpapered the living room and just
got finished.And Lita was home so they could do the chores. And this
neighbor come by, he was Ukrainian. He said,"You go to Clark's for
supper?" Yeah.'No we stay home for supper.""Ho we go to Clark's for
supper.'We got over there and they was just washing up the supper
dishes.They'd canned chickens and she had had a party there to help
34 . . Y .
acan these chickens, the women come in. And I knew. So the,were just
washing up the dishes. Well Mrs. Clark said,'lave yau been to supper?f
I said, oh yes, yes. And he thought he was going to get some chicken,
we  _ oled

see.So come midnight anﬁ out a lunch and I said this
tastes pretty good, don't it Mr.Gidluc, and he said,"Yeah we had no
supper."”And she said,'"Didn't you have your supper?"He said no. I said
next time get your supper before you leave home.It ain't right to go
right from home to somebody else's place and eat supper. That's no
good."Well I was hungry."I said well let 'em get your supper before
you leave next time.(laughs)He said,”You're no good." I said I know.
I used to go out to supper with him. Go into town on Saturday
night. He wouldn't go to supper. His wife wouldn't go with him.And he
say,"You go to supper with me?"Sure I'll go to supper with you."Okay"

ne night .
Age cOmB'in and he said,"You go to the show with me?"Sure, I'l1l go to

the show with you.And was as drunk as the devil and I didn't know it.
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I never know a drunk man. As long as he can walk. And we got in there
and the seats, they sat this way. And here was the alley way. I had
a neighbor sitting over here and we walked over here and sit down and
this Donahue, he gets up and he looks and I said sit down! He keep
looking. Well the show started and you know how they kind of have
a dream and a kind of a mist.BEe says,''They kick 'em up dust, don't they?"
About that time Velma and Charlie and them walked in.They sit down in
front of us.(laughs) I'd go to supper with him and I'd go to the
show with him.After we got, not from home, but after we got into town.
See, we had a truck.And the neighbors would come up, they'd all get
in our truck. Charlieli charged 'em ten cents a piece to pay for the
gas. And there wouldn't be standing room in that truck.He had seats,
some of 'em could sit down.Some of ' em had egg box and they could
set down on them.Crates of eggs, you know. Police says,"I'll tell you
Charlie, it's alright for you to come in but you better ' be quiet
or we'll not let you bring 'em in any more."So we had to be quiet.
Some of 'em get pretty noisy. In the back.Some of them young folks.
EverySaturday night, we wouldn't get home til twelve o'clock. ‘Cause
they'd want to go to the show and it wouldn't get out til eleven and

Lolks
Charlie says,"I'll tell you now, when you leave. This truck leaves
A

at eleven thirty. You get out of the show at eleven. Eleven thirty
we go for home.At a certain time.If you're here alright, if you're not
alright."We left some of 'em in town one night. One old man, he never
come back at all. He left and he walked out the next day, ten miles.
You couldn't wait for 'em. They'd put you out til maybe two, three
o'clock in the morning.YOu never know what they're doing. Where they
are, young folks. Most of 'em was there right on time.
Did they have shows down here before you left for Canada?

Shows?

There wouldn't have been any here yet.
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AC: - © remember. See, that was in 1912. 1912 we went up there.

o see o watee 1. . . N
(unidentified voI¢e/ 1 gon't think they had picture shows here, did they?

AC: Yes they did too, but they didn't have any speakers. You had to read
it. YOu had to read everything.l remember they did. But they wasn't
good show ‘cause they didn't have any speaker.

LS: Was that a pretty big thing?

AC: Yeah. Was that ever a big thing when television,radio first. Up there

. . . +ne ) .
was radio, radio, radio all over, town, put up bills all aroundjradlo.
Then when the television come in, boy, thé;Zyas something. That is
something! Stop and think about it. Come right out of the air right
into your room.Yes. I wonder what they'll have in the next fifty years.

hones

(Unidentified voice)At first they got the radio they had those ear,first.That

was rough cause only two...

LS: Could listen at once.

uv: And finally they put a speaker on it.

LS: Did they have those old phonographs?

AC: Oh yes.Victrolas. Them great big horns was they'd be long like this

with a big bell on the end. And they fastened up here on a thing.
And you'd have to get right up close to listen to 'em. Remember,
you carried the bell up there.
uv: Yes I bang. ed everybody's feet as long as I went. Riding on the
aslie on the train. Great b‘3 el
C: They give us a little phonograph. She had to carry that old bell.

uv: Everybody had skinned shins. Shins skihned .
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On Christmas we'd come doh here and Father said,'Now, I'll tell you
folks,let's just all have a dinne, together and let's not have any
presents or anything.' "All right," we agreeé. Well, the boys sneaked off
and they went and got Father and Mother a nice phonograph, y'know. One of
these,well, it was in a cabirft, y'know set up and the phonograph was kinda
squa~e like that. And Mother ha? an old fashioned, when the house was built
bay wWindow
and it had a windowkthat went out like that this way. We set the tree here
and they put the phonograph in behind the tr-e but Father never seen it.
He didn't know it. They didn't fool Mother. She had her eyes opzn and she
said,""They never did é%?&&§“¥$\i‘*%api}ﬁat Christmas tree off before with a
team, and they're goin'up towami‘iuys .'" Up to that station, y'see, that
intand train. They d'dn't fool her. Of cour-se she was watchin. But anyway it
was settin’in there 44 somebody sneaked in there behind that Christmas tree
and put one of these disc records, y'know, about so big arounc and long. And
they're blue, Now Father said,'Listen, we was?é&pposed to buy any presents.”

n'4
"Nobody said we wouldn't. - ¥ou said we wouldkand we didn't say anything .

Bt you know he got so much of that. Oh, he wouldn't hardly let the kids look
T+ wao£lat

X . . L . .
at it, afraid they'd get a scratch on it or somethin., It was nice; it was

really nize in its .iay. (Chugglgs). It was, but they didn't fool Mother, un uh.

, +hat
She had her eyes open, watchin. She saidthey never did drag =~ =~ off befo e
Poe's
with a team togo clear up to the station." Well he thought that was

mighty nice, but he :aid,"It cost too much, can't afford it.!" But we all went
in together and bought it, y'know. Didn't cost any of us very much. I forget
what it cost--avound seventy-five or eighty dollars, somethin(like that.

And he thought that was too much for us to put out. I guess that burned up

when the house burnt

Hey there was somthin' else I wanted to ask you about. Last time you mdtioned
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about, was it Alice Gritman who stayed at your house once and got
smallpox?

AC Alice SKene .

LS AliceDKeene, was it?

A C- Um hum. Jhe was from Gritman's hospital,

L S: Ohh.

A C: She waited on Gritman when he had the smdl pox. And then she went home and
her folks wouldn?t let her stay there so =he come down to oy folksif?ust before
Merle was born. And we didn't know it, she took sick there. Well, they got
the doctor out and he said it was smallpox. Well, Mog€2§f§u€oher in a--what
did they call them homes they used to have? Oh you know, when they have their
difeases they put'em in there, in them houses. Father said,'No, better not
move her.'" What'd they do? We had the old house and Father went down and they
fixed that all up and cleaned it all out and moved Mother and my littledister
down there and Mother cooked for the boys. They had to sleep out in the
smokehouse. And we were goln'to have a play ther~ in Viola, and this girl

tit was stayin at our place, she was goin’to stay overnight with me. And
Charlie he was always up there snoopin'around, We weren't married. Well, it
caught them and they weve all quarantined.'there at the house. And you know
Mother had to /Na%‘in that old house and Alice, and we h5842ave nurse come
out and take care of Alice. And h??hame was Edith was the one that stuoyed,
and the doctor kind of come out to see Aﬁﬁe . But it wasn't Alice he come to
see, it was Edith.(Chuckles). Settin’on the woodbox one n:ght--Nother had a

]
cookstove and a woon?x-~the Doc was settin on the woodbox and she was sittin

in the chair and 1 was sittin ove- lookin out the window.

Kinda . . .
So it got dark and I said,"I think I better light the lamp.'" "Oh, no,
I'11 light it. I'11 light it," he said. And he jumped up and lit the lamp.

(Chuckles). But we all vaccinated, all of us. But then Alice got soshe could
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get up and we put her in the smokehouse and we had to fumigate that
house. Oh, we used formaldehtde and we even had to take the books and open
Yem up, put em over the line. We had great big, oh I don't know, jars or
somethir they put this stuff in atburnt it in the rooms. Oh, strong! Uh!

You cod ?n't stay in thet room; you coulg't have stayed in the house. I}
was just like--oh it'd just make your eyes burn, y'know. And we'd burn that
early in the morning in there for about two hours and then we'd
up all the door and windows and get out until the. . .And then we went in
wood work
after it was all fumigated and washed all the - in the bedroom and
tleaned everything all up.Of course, she was sick, y'know. Well, Merle didn't
come though, until after everything was all settled. He was due but he didn't
come.(Chuckles). So Alice said, "Want me to come out of the smokehouse ad
talk t» him2" And that was a dangerous time. The doctor says,'When they're
scalin.off, that's a dangerous time. Not rn: fever, you wasn't even exposed.
It's when they scale off.'" She took great big scabs off of her arms. They
say them things they lay out on the ground for years and years and then if they
get wet they've just as bad as ever, thzy're damgerous. And she
burned eve:ything up. She was careful; she wasn't bad. But they all laughed
at me for\makin?so much tater soup and takin it out to Alice. She'd holler
out,"I need some more tater soup!" (Ebpgglgg}. I'd have to take her out some
rotato soup and set it duoun and ten run to get away from there. I felt
sorvy for her o:: there alone but couldn't help it. And then when she came
back~-Merle was a baby then--and about two or three weeks old. She come
back. Mother wouldn't let her come in the house. I felt like kickinfMother,

it was cold outside and she'd come, they was goin‘to get a load of hay and

she was goin to stay at our place while the boys went and got the hry. And



1-4%
Mother says,'No, you don't, you just get out of here.'" And she walked

back up to the cemetery , . .

V : She' d done =nough for her,

A C And stayed in the cemetery--cold. Till they come along with a load of hay.

Well, Mother said,"I don't car~, . ghe put me out and it's just my turn to

put he out. I wasn't goin’to have her in here. She knew she was going to
have that. Why did the doctor let her come out there?"

L S: I don't see why she couldn't stay at home?

A C: They wouldn't let her. Her :ad wouldn't let her, no.

LS That's what's funny to me.

A C- She said Mrg, Gritman put on a heavy veil and went to Portland, down thcre
to the hospital. I guess maybe they had someplace like that around. She

said she put on a heavy veil and she really had the smallpox when she left.
But she put this veil on and you couldn't see her face and she went. I
don't know why they didn't keep Alice there in the hospital. But they didn't,
that's what made Mother mad. She told Doc Gritman about it. He says,”I didn't
know she went.'" He was still sick, y'see. He sgs,"I didn't know she went
out there.'" He wasn't a bad old doctor.

L S: What doctor would you have. . .Would he come out, the doctor out there?

A C: Oh, yes. They don't hardly come out any more though. No, you can't hardly
get a doctor to come out. I called old Doc §+ﬂ193 , he's our doctor down here
at tﬁ}\ﬂmﬂ. And Charlie. was just throwin up and throwin up and throwin up
and I couldn’t get him to stop. And tuen he'd the othes way too, all day.

So I called Doc, it was gettin flark. (Br-ak)

Yes, I had it.
L S- You had T. B.? Ch, typhoid?

A C- No, typhoid fever. I was in bed thirty-six days with typhoid fever

when the second child was born, was a baby. She was about a year old.
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And I had typhoid fever. they didn't know how to handle it thendghey
do now. And then you hardly ever hea~ of it anymore, do you? No. And
T. B., they hacole that pretty good now.

What happened when you got typhoid? How does that affect you?

Well, iqmade me sick and just about took me away. I was just skin and
bones when I got up and I wasn't too heavy when I took it. But I couldn't
eat; they wouldn't give me nothin’ to eat. Trey'd even take buttermilk and
strain it and give me the whey. That's all I could have. No--nothing to eat
then., They :lidn't feed you anything then.

All you'd eat was the whey?

have

Just the whey. That's ali I cou.ld off of the buttermilk. It was
nothinihﬁﬂﬂﬁr straiqt?f through a cloth. I don't know, I pulled through
somehow. You couldn't have milk, you couldn't have anything. It was just
bowel trouble, y'know, in you bowels. And I remember I was sittin’up and
she said, I think her sister was the e, And she said,'" We'>e going up to
see Mrs. Poe."She lived up over there. She said, '"You won't do nothin'to hurt
yourself while I'm gohe?'No, no. I woldn't do that.'" She wasn't gone outside
of the gate when I started bakin' a cake. And I thought to myself,"You better
bake you one in that pie pan because she'll see it if you cut it.'" So
I baked myself--eat the whole thing. It never hurt me a bit. I was up then,
ytknow. It could have made me sick but it didn’t."No, I didn't do nothin.*
She said,''Did wou eat any of that we had for supper?" I knew
bettern han to cut it because she knew I. . . '"No, I didn't." "Okay."
(Chuckles). If she'd known that she'd a had a fit. But she didn't know):r +old
v
' later. After I seen it didn't hurt me néne I told her. She said," I

!
had an idea you'd do somethin. I knew you would.'" (Qhuckles).I was just hyin'

there for thirty-six days.



1\{0
L S: Is that how it was? You had to lay there for thirty-six days?
AC Yeah,:?or thty-six days. And then when I got up my fever was a hundred
and two, when I got up. My aunt come up and she says," If you don't get
out of that bed youtr going to lay there and die. Get out of therel"
So I got Father to get me up, one morning he got me up, took me out in the
kithen. And he says,'Hey, you kids upstairs, come down. We've got company this
mornind" And they all come down to see who was there and here was me out
in the rockin%chair with a quilt over my chair like that'(EEEEELSil-BUt my fever
was a hundred and two. I was gonna get up and gr. out , only I got up and
fell down on the floor and crawled back to bed. I was so weak I couldn't
walk. I had to learn to push a chair and walk. In bed, y'know, you think
you can do somethin but you can't. When I put my weight on my feet down I
went right on the floor. ‘thl ou'f‘O‘c h‘bﬁ; wa= three cause she'd eat dinner
as quick as she could and the dining room was heve and here -'as the living
room and then the bedroom was back there. And here was the dining room with
just a partition between the dining room and the bedroom there, in that
corner. Well, theyd give me a stick to pound on the wall. I couldn't make
'em hear, I couldan't. But I could pound on the wall. She looks up and shdsomes
in the bedroom, she pushe§ a chair up to he dresser and then they wed to
give you a powder in little papers. And she wanted a paper for something.
And she'd been doin' that and they didn't know it. I know Father'd give me a
dose of that medicin~. and IHjust feel like I was gonna go > clear under.
He said,"I can't understand It; that medicine makin‘you so dck."So part of
that, she wanted a mper and she'd put it all in one dose, see, which would
Wb

be two doses, and then she'd take the paper. 3n . % ounded on the wall and

Gir "* Baad
Father come in there and boy she got a spankin' . le murse said,"That could
g .

have killed you.'l said,'Yes, that's the reason I've been so sick after takin
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them powders.” She got a good

eVvss
lickin. She'd get a lickin and she'd Father.(ChuEkles).He told her
she'd get a lickin’ and she would, She'dﬁn””rkn“\ybg Grandpa keep up with

meyandshe'd be -y behind him. (Chuckles).

v Everytime I'd cuss him he'd lick me ont %'d cuss him every day.

a AO’&'\‘\
A C  She goa. lickin’ & ¢ay. And then when I was in bed with a fever she . . .
v I'd do it and I knew I'd get a lickin.

A C: VWhen I was in bed with a fever she took note. Right around the house was
Notion
some weeds, Father's house. She took = she was gonna burn them and

she had about five or six matches struck but the weeds was green and they

wouldn't burn or else she'd have burned the house up.

T anscribed and typed by Kathy Blanton
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