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2.6 hours

Nicknames: Sleigh Haul Brown, Laughing Mike, Three Finger
Nels, Crying Gus, Samuel T. Red Rosey Joe, The Chipmunk.
Mrs. Watts. Boarding houses. Billy Watts' pool hall.
Watts shot apart the chain when a high line jammed.

The deep muddy streets of Bovill in the spring. The
Bovill gym improved the basketball teams.

Regular trains that went through Bovill., Potlatch
Company railroad crews. Length of trains and cars,

then and now. Declining maximum work time; time figured
by one hundred miles as a regular work day, with "inch-
and-a-half" for overtime. Switching in and out of
stations. Daily delay report had to account for every
minute of stopped time. Joe's salary and express co-
mission in 1925. Size of freight train crew.

A conductor tells Joe that a brakeman persuaded him not
to murder the engineer he hated. The conductor is in
charge of the trains. A WI&M brakeman ribs a brakeman
from the Milwaukee. Advantages in job security of
railroad work compared to woods work; in fact for years
oldtimers on the railroad wouldn't retire. His wife's
uncle, an engineer, tells how his whole freight crew
would fall asleep, and once went eight miles past a
station before waking up. Troubles staying awake on
trains, and lack of time off.

High price of passenger tickets to Potlatch, at five
cents a mile. There was almost no other way to get

there in the twenties. With cars on ‘the blocks in winter,
the grocery bills got paid.

John Groh got bilked out of a winter's supply of groceries
by a couple who left the country. Three Grohs, born in
the same house, had different nationalities because the
countries had changed.

Winter derailments in the Bovill yards. A man who is
anxiously awaiting a train misses it when it switches
tracks because of a derailment.



Joe Holland

minute

Side C

00

14

15

22

28

Side D

00

02

12

16

18

22

22

24

25

26

27

30

31

91.2(2)

(continued) Missing a train. A man who gets on a

train in Bovill and falls asleep while its switching,
gets off before it leaves, thinking he's in Potlatch.
Joe closes the boxcar door behind a shaky hobo at his
request. A conductor forgets to let a hobo out of a
locked car, but he escapes with a jacknife. The Bovill
hobo jungle near the depot was enticing to Joe; how they
got food to eat. Hoboes kept on the move.

A man's wife could tell the difference between a hobo
and a lumberjack by sight.

Some jacks did save money, and helped others if they
needed it. The life of the lumberjack--saving up
money and blowing in. They generally paid their debts.
All the lumberjacks are gone.

A woman told Joe about how boats used to tie up in Bovill
before the town. In saloon days they were logging right
in Bovill.

Doctor Gibson did all the doctoring, and didn't hesitate
to saw off a leg. Bill Deary tells the Weyerhaeuser
people where the mill should be located.

(continued) Bill Deary tells them there isn't water
enough in Moscow "to baptize a Baptist bastard."

The CCC's. Eight long passenger trains of CCC's arrived
in Bovill one day in 1933. Many quit and went back.

One kid was shocked by the cement sidewalks. They gave
employment to local men to supervise the boys, for many
of whom it was their first job. He felt sorry for the
Negroes, who were kept in a single camp and not allowed
to go to Bovill; he sees that they kept to themselves

in camp.

He was told that Joe Wells was so strong that he drove
his fist through the floor while trying to strike a man
in a fight. Chuck Wells.

Durkins in Spokane was very popular with the jacks, and
gave free lunches with nickel beer.
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When Joe was head of the school board, just after the
second world war, there was much conflict in Bovill over
the issue of school consolidation. Some favored main-
taining the high school with kids from Clarkia and Elk
River, which still are in trouble. Joe believed that
their three story brick building could likely be saved
by repairing the buckling floors, but it was torn down.
Since Bovill lost its high school on the basis of a
county study, the town has gone down. Current school
controversy.

Bovill's best years were before the depression. 1929 was
a banner year for activity: roads were gravelled and
logging opened into Park. Getting the goods to sell was
the key to success for merchants during World War II.
Falling stock market may signal another depression.

One responsibility led Joe to another: starting with
village clerk, then secretary-treasurer of highway district,
justice of the peace, councilman. Running the town on

tax money. Bonded indebtedness of the highway district
hampered improvements. Petitions were met with lack of
money; one was for hardtopping streets. Tax money came
through rasising the water rate, which wasn't popular.

How Main Street got paved by the state.

FDR turned Bovill from a Republican to a Democratic town.
People hated Hoover.

Attitudes towards Potlatch. Scaling ''your way, the correct
way, and the Potlatch way.'" People who left Potlatch

often came back. Most workers don't have much love for

the company, because they're big and can dictate. Poppa
Potlatch. The "overhead" get their vacations when Potlatch
is shut down in late winter.

The story of the depot clock in Joe's house. After forty
years of winding the clock, Joe retires and comes back
after a vacation to find that the new agent let it stop.
Telling Joe he's the only one who ever wound it, he gives
it to him as a present from the railroads.

One Saturday everybody at the Bovill depot was trying

to load sheep on a train. The animals were fighting and
the train was falling way behind schedule. Joe ignored
W. J. Gamble's (the general manager) orders to release
the train before it was loaded and was prepared to lose
his job. Only he didn't.
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The connections were made, and so the

The method of paying railroad men
Joe

(continued)

WI&M benefitted.
for ten hours when they worked more than five.

was ready to get fired because he was young.

with Sam Schrager
August 23, 1974
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JOE HOLLAND Us guys here were up in the woods.

SAM SCHRAGER:¥W.o you got there?

Slegh in winter
J H: Well, the first one here is " Haal Brown. He was®a job that tﬁechalled

1ean
the sl haul, it was Rettin logs out. So he got named on account of them:
Slerah M ke
' © Haul" Brown. Then we had another guy: '"Laughin " He laughed most

Mmrke
all the time see. And nobody knew him by his real name, that 'Lsughin a
And then we had another fellah:"Three-finger Nels." I don't know, I thirk

he was a sawyer at one time, three fingers cut off of one hand so he was

around
"Three-finger Nels.'" And we had one guy there, the "Cryin Gus.' He

Was most
S t#e cedar maker. He'd get to drinkin a little bit and het!d cry .
And another guy, he was quite a guy around there, he worked mostly with

the horses, he was a teggter too:'"Samuel T. Red Rosey Joe."

SAM: Well, where'd he ever get a name. . .?

People Kept iton
JH:0h, I don't kn¥% . hangin - I zuess. And we had another

woods work
guy, they called him the "Chipmunk.'" He was a ©, but he was a very

small gyppoer. He was gettin out logs for differe . anes. He didn't do too
well about it either. But he was the ''Chipmunk.'" Yep. And when you'd mention
any of those names everybndy there'd know just who you were talkin about,

was land of bulleooking

exactly. Well, old Sled Haul as he got older he up around the
restaurant there that Mrs. Watts was running. And oh they used to argue back
and forth. And she'd want him to go out and get in some wood. And he said he
was hungry. He wanted to eat first. She wanted him to get the wood in first.

And then the argument startedénf think she threw a cup or something at him.
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said e brushed YP hiSgleeves and he says,"I'1l bombard your cabin ¥
(S}xckles), with a few cuss words in there. But then they got together about
it and it was all right. I don't know who won out, yep.

SAM: Did this Mrs. Watts have a boarding house for a long time?

J H: It was a restaurant; they did have csome rooms up averhead, but oh yeah, many
years ,the restaurant. And she was an oldtimer just like the rest of them there.
And she stayed with it a long time und fed ev:rybody, never turned anybody
away whether they had the moneﬂér not. So she never got rich at it but she
lived, that's all she sas inte;ested in. Nice woman, very nice.

SAM: VWhat were the other places that lumberjacks stayed in there in town?

J H: Well, there was a hotel that was along on Msin Street. They called it the
‘Spokane Hotel, that was the name of it, painted on it.-Spokane Hotel. That
was one place. And then the Bovill Hotel, part ~f that building waslog. And
oh in earlier d% there was a Mrs. David that used to have a boarding house
which was both board and room. Quite a few stayed there. But oh let me see

that'd juct be the ones in town.because whenever they were workin they
were out in the woods somewhere at 4 tamp. Watts* , they had some rooms over
the restaurant. Well, they had a rool room there too, Billy Watts, husband of
Mrs. Watt¥¥"ad&-they had a pool room and those rooms and the restaurant.

SiM Was the pool room very popular?

JH: Yeah, it was. It was a popular place, yean. And there was one other pool room
there also--Jimmy Gilroy--that was q&fe popular. But that Billy Watts' was the
most popular. And the jacks seemed to hzang around there and there were always
card games goin on, what not. And Watts, in the earlier days, he used to work

in the woods too. I think he was a donkey man. ~§tqhad a high-line there

one time, now that's before my time ani that was with a donkey power. This

high-1i = --nld transport the logs across that high-line to where they wanted em.
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And they h.d a target there, went over there that you'd trip that. I believe
for a while they used to shoot this target with a shotgun. And then when
it'd trip, that log wud drop down where you wanted it. Then there was another
time when somethin jammed and the log was up there, in mid-air, no way of
gettin it down. And they said ‘haghis 2illy Watts with a rifle, I don't know
what the distance’d be)but off quite a ways. He shot repeatedly until he
cut that chain, and a big, heavy fhain it was. But he cut it in two and the
thing came loose and they were in business. But you'é have to shoot almost
MO A don't lenow
Fexactly in the way you did before. Andﬂin that load they must have had steel
bullets too, shells because the old lead wouldn't do much with a stecl -chain.
Pot
it took a lot of shooting but he cut it in two.
Maybe he was a good shot and a good pool player both.

i Jhe abylsty o’
He was a good shot, il%right, with a gun. I don?t know abouthplyin pool

but he was a good shot. He'd have to be to accomplish a feat like that. Because

be a
that thing woulin't belM&tionless up there either you know. It'd,swing and

sway teé ite o

1 was going to ask you if on the whole the lumberjacks and townspeople had
a lot to do with each other or if they really were quite separate?

Well, they always got abng. Of course there'd be a lot of lurmberiaclks that
didn't get very well acquainted with the townspéple. But however I suppose
every jack that ever came in and stayed over a weekend or so they'd get
acquainted with at least one or two of the families. No, they were respeded

i

and all that, there was no reasonwhy. No, the townspeople knew em pretty

well,

I was wonderin what Bovill--what the town felt like when you were first thera?

What, if you think back on it, what s:rikes your memory of the sights and the

sounds in that town?
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Well, of course it was a sBll town. I went there in April, 1925. And

the pain gtreet was a sea of mud. It was just dirt streets is all they were,

+hey the dray would
no gravel, rock of any kind. Ad wk were so muddy that wagons pretty

i +hey
near bury dowt: to the axels puli ghrough there. And . would remain that way

until it dried more. It was that way a long time. That was at first and th:zr

miqht have been
was the same way for a couple of ygars or more. I think it, about 1929

hat T . -
before we got gravel on those streets and made ,quite a diff~rence. But
they couldn't do much about that either after those muddy streets. But oh
used to have big drags there and floats or whitever they called them.Packers
of some kinds, about four horses on them. And they'd go over and over and
woold dry
over and it helped to pack down. + The top - - and then if you had a
load that was very heavy at all it'd push on down through. But it didn't
bother people. They knew that they had that every year I guess: They knew
that. Of -ours: it was a kind of busy place fogkm. Two railroads there and
ot
everythtng that came into the town went out had to go by rail. So
we ha"’led just about everything that there was. Oh I don't know, besid= of
A¥ \i‘\\o;\- A me
that, JLthat was reeslly only on: industry right in town ard that
was the cedar yard.> don't know ho¥any people oi o™ average worked there,
‘e only dhing right
probably twenty or twenty-five maybe. That was in town. They
had a high school there but they didn't have a gym. However the gym was buil:

shortly after we went there. I think it was started in '25. Maybe it wasn't even

e

completed that same year. It was a brick gym; that was quite an addition to

Fleyed basketball outdoors

the towr.. because the kids before that more or less
whenever the weather d permit. So consequentlythey didn't have any kind
of a t-am when they'd go to another town where g%y'd Fove a gim well the

Bovill kids had no chance at all to compete. It wasn't too long after they

o
=t that gym that they we e right up there in competitioakany and all of emn.
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“they Had sem<

SAM:

J H:

SAM:

J H:

JPretty good basketball teams. Every once in a while there'd be a district

cold b&
tournamentAheld there. And those times it'd be packed every corner. You

. ttd Ye ha-- ta
couldn’t get another person in em. I T even get em out

# woold've
if somethin happened in there like afire. I don¥# knwrxdn:ppen. Yeah.
Can you give me an idea of what the train shedules were like? How much moved
in and out of that town?

Well, on the WI&M we had what what they called a logger. That came to Bovill
early every morning and took the logs back to Potlatch that would have been
cut and hauled into Bovill the Jay before. And then on the WI&M we had a
passenger train which was a mixed train. They hauled some freight and passengers.
And that made a round trip from Pdouse up to Bovill back to Palouse and back
to Potlatch.That was daily except Sunday; they were all daily except Sunday.
Then the Milwaukee, they didn't have a logger because there wre no logs movin

in that direction. They had a freight that would run to Elk River one day

from St. Maries and *hen back to St. Maries the next day. But the Milwaukee
also had a mssenger train, that was strictly a passenger train. About threee
coaches, mail car and an express car. That would go from St. Maries to Elk
River and retwrn daily except Sunday. It had quite a few passengers. Anway

it kept a-goin for several years but as the Depression was coming along
-?fdbfﬁw b in '30 mething lik th h i di inued

inally about in or something lil that the passengertrain was discontinued to
Elk River. Elk River had ¢ good-sized sawmill there for right up to about
1930. I don't know the exact year but just about up to 1930. And it closed
down. I don't know whgn?egrcggp grgears maybe afterwards they burned it.

-%ébved everything in it.

Were these railroad me.: pretty m:ch a fraternity of tneir own? Did they

stick together in their own group?

\ead
The onz2e that were on the railroads, we didn't have anybody tie up in

) would erther
Bovill. The WI&M crews all tied up in Potlatch. ‘..u the Milwaukee o
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be tying up in St. Maries over Elk River. ¥t was fust once in a while that
we'd have a turn around, a freight that would run between Bovill and
Elk River and ‘t would tie up in Bovill. Of course there was a lot of train
men there that was 4T”Hmeh for the Potlatch Lumber Company. They did the
same work as .+ﬁctrain man would do on any ordinary railroad however they
were not a carrier. They were just : lumber company railroad workers. That
was about all you could put em as, but they were of course cordu:ztors,
engineeers, brakemen and so on.f¥§2¥; wadbsevequrews of those. Andthey were
more or less family men that lived in Bovill. Most of them were family men.
No, they weve just opdinary citizens. They didn't congregate together in
their leisure time. I guess they'd see enough of each other when they were
workin.(Chuckles).
Oh, I was think ing of that really because of the railroad lingo and you
know, the ways of talkin about the railroads that I% heard that they had.
Oh yeah,
It sounded like a sort of specialized occupation as far as that gnes.
Well, yes. And especially at thet time it was good. I guess it's still good.
There's fewer people workirg because of the longer trains and the diesel
engines, they put so many units together. I don't know how many
pwzaey could put on one train with several, one engineer, trains
anywnrre from a mile, mile and a half long. And the cars are all gettin bigger.
For a forty foot boxcar used to be considered a good-sixed car. Now it's a
small one because they did have thirty-six foot box before that. And now,
fifty and up.
What kindof size did they have then? I was thinking of the train length.
Oh, I dort know, of course in there where we were it was hilly, twenty-five,

thirty cars would be a long train because tey’d hcve to get signals, see

80 many curves and what not. No radio, they have radio now. The conductor can



SAM:

J H:

2-7

set in his caboose and talk to the engineer with a radio. Well, before it

0L course

was hand signals. a8 train of hoxcars or flat cars or somethin like

that, brakeman could go over the top and get to give signals to the head end.
\,dh(‘/(—
But where you have logs in between or poles or any commodity, _ a brakeman

1
ceﬁlgnggt over em)well that'd be out then. Well, they just had to get out and

walk until they could get zround the curve enough to know that the head end
¢od’d s¢e 1ef)

Co . So you always get stopped, y‘know, everything stops. But

A

they don't like to do that unless they have to because then you get flat J% els

Bo\h I

from sudden stops. Oh but right there in Bovill. thet area I think
they'd hwe at least three big units. I guess sometimes more.fiesel units, logs.

Tie as many bchind em as they could pull. But the train men there, the laws

Jhey calleol
on em are changing some. It used to be sixteen hours, the sixteen
An employee
hour law. A couldn?t work more than sixteen hours. Now it'sdropped

down to fourteen a few years ago and I'm not so sure but maybe it's only
twelve now. It's going to gradually get down. No, I think the train men bucked

Nevex
that pretty strong too but theless it came.

How'd the sixteen hours work? Was it eight hours straight and then time and
a half?
Yeah, that's jut about the way it was, yeah. But they don't go by time, they

go by miles. A hundred miles is supposed to have been a day's work. And that

“was figured out, if you figured it down it wouid mean about eight and a haf

dran
hours. So the ‘man's time and engineer too, it's all so many miles. They

don't put th e hours down. Butit means the same thing »ut still for all it

ol went by n
was , miles. A hudved miles, rc:ghly, was supposed to be a day's work.

And then after that it was an inch and a half they'd call it. So that's
ptheY
what they liked to get in on, th:* overtime. Of course they had,stipulations
Any
in there too 2bcut switching. . > sutching they'd do before they left
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the terminal. It's called terminal delay. And that was more miles per
hour than the ordinary running. But switching in between terminals that
was nothing more than just time consuming.

SAM: What did they call that time when they were stopped in a station?

J H: Well, they had adelay report. And I don't know a2 it's called anthing
more than station switching. But if it was the terminal,boy they went to
work or there'd be terminal celay. But if it was a station that was in between
the terminals it would just be nothing more than station switching.

SAM: Did thery have to account for the time that was spent in a station?

J H: Every minute, every minute. They had delay report at the end of the day
gives where thy were and what they were doing. every minote. Sometimes and
quite often they would write down the five minute items, yeah. I don't
know why it was called a delay report. It wa: the ordinary work that theytd
have to do, but that's what it was called.

SAM: Do 7ou remember what the wages were when you came?

J H: I remember what mine was. 1925 when I went to Bovill my salary was a hundred
end fifty-five dollars a month pluz eoxpress commision. And that express
commission averaged those years about fifty-five dollars a. month. You see
a railroad agent is aPo express agent. And that's the way the express company
pays you is on commission. You get ten percert of everything you handle.

honey m’Ch\ﬁtv,alefi'f all this exprzss traffic. So that's what I was getting.

It would average about two hundred and ten dollars a month, somethin like
that averaged which was good because oh, I don't know. A hundred and twenty-five
dollars a month was pretty fair wages for other types of work.

SAM: Do you reBmber how many men were on a crew on one of the, let's say on the
freight train, what the crew consisted of?

Lo

J H: Well, the engineer and fireman, andnmost time)two brakemer.--head
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brakeman and rear brakeman--and then the conductor. Once in a great
while you'd see three brakemen but that wasn't regular. So that's about it,

five men. Yeah.

(End of Side A)

SAM: ...That you mentioned the first time I was here about the conductor and

J H:

the engineer that didn't get along at all. And I was thinkin maybe ifyggst
didn't mention the names of the partucular individuals involved that that
. ~nr
was quitc a good st y.
couldn't

Well, this conductor and engineer, they just = get along and still they
had to work together. There was no other way out of it. And I don't know how
long that went on, but it wdld have been for months. And this conductor, he
was telling me, he says,"The only thing I £ igured I could do was to kill him.
That's what I was gonna do." And this particular day when they tied up he
went som:wh-re, I don't know whether he weat home, he went somewhere and he
got a 2un. and he had to walk back through some part of the town, ede of the
town to get to where he was gonna kill this engineer. And he met a brakeman

vt
that he knew quite well. And they talked and well, this brakemaditalked him
out of it is all. Tt toosk a long time but he sa2id W-en he got through
Hhenn

talkin' he says,"I went back home and,it was out of my system. [ didn't want
to kill him after that.'" Bt I think that they never were on good termgigfggggds

but it wasn't quite as bad as before.I think this brakeman sort of explained

to him that well, relations wasn't good but maybe he could still live with

it if he tried. So I think that's what he did afterwards, just tried to live

e man

with i ,I don't know why told me that either but he was a fellah

tht you ceuld believe too what “e'd say.Yep, he said,"I'd givenit a lot of

thought

thought. Andeust that's the only thing that 7 can do. That's all
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that's left to do," So het!d kill him.Well, I asked, I said,"Did you

ever thitk what would happen te you?'" '"No," he said,'never tought about

that part." But when he didn't say it it seemed that he was thankin
this brakeman, and just by accident that he run into this brakeman. Just
happened to meet up on his way to the engineer?s.The engineer and the fireman
gets a little more time than the conducror or brakemen when they do tie up.
They get a little time with the inspection or semething about the engine
afterwards. And that?s why the engineer would have been there a little
longer. Yep, thtfs the way that went.

Is it true that the enductor was ever the engineer?

: Oh, yes. The cenductor's in charge of the train . Yep, he is the boss.
Whatever orders hetd give, of course they wculd have to be within the riles.

eNginecer

If he tried to tell an engineer to go somewhere andA knew the track was
washed out or somethin, why he wouldn't do it. But the conductor is in charge
of the train and responsible for anything that happens. Of coeurse a
de-railment or an accidert or a crossing accident of some kind, maybe an
engineer might have been negligent about it. Well, that wouldn't invelve the
conductor, he wouldn't be held responsible for that because he wouldn't have
been in no peition to do anything about it. But generally speaking, the
conductor is in charge of the train.

Little comical things happen sometimes. They sat right in front of the
depot there in Bovill, the Milwaukee Railroad, see, is a big ra'lroad,
Chicago, Seattle. And tihis WISM is appreximately fifty miles. Well these two

trains . was switchin, workin around and all that, they came face to face on
the main track. And they do have some rules that who is supposed to have

W
preference and this and that. Bot they just wasn't budgin the:e for a while

Who
and nobody was goi~ "o give up. was going to back up and get out of there.
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And this one WISM brakeman, he sat down on the rail in front of the
engine and he told the other brakeman, he says,"Well, my railroad isn't
as long as yours hut it's just as wide./(Chuckles). Well, by that time,
before long the conductors got bgether and when they did tey had no fyvqwb
“t was just these two brakemen. They got a little stubborn.
SAM: Were operating procedures uniform from railroad to railread?
J H: Oh yes. Yeah, they were. There was very, very little difference. The rule
book was the rul~ book and it seemed to apply wherever vou went.
SAM: Ifve been told that one guy said that he'd wished he?d gone in the railroad
work instead of logging because he felt he would have had more security and
better pay. Do you think that's true?
J H: Well, it would depend, you know. If he could have worked steadily, well, yes.
He?'d a had more pay because the woods, there are a few good, high-paying jobs
in the woods but generally speaking theylose' quite a bit of time every year,

for L
weather and what not. Butthetiilroad, if you could work steady, but then

you'd be up against that senior;ty again, you know. A new man starting up
would have to expect to not be able to work steady. But oh yeah, I would tink
it?d be miéh better for somebody to start on the railroad than it would b2 b
start into the woods. Because with railroad work you can generally work right
on as you get older you're nrobably a little mae valuable to the campeny
through your experience. And there isnt that kind of physicd strength that you
have to have as compared to the woods. In the woods you hare to be pretty
able-bodied you know to hit that hard work all the time, you stand up under it.
¥hen vou get a little old you've got to get out of there and then there'!s no
place to go ex®pt fpr the few you know that will get to be supervisors ni’

some kind bt that's a small percentage. No, the woods is really no place for

an old man. But on the railroads, train service, I guess they're gettin alittle
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about it now. But it was rea'ly horribie. Well, they had no rules
governing it and some of those old engineers, y'know, pushin eighty
years old and still runnin those engines. And they couldn't get em off
of there. But these last years though they are deing something along with
thatoh, it was hard for the unior to do anything. S¥’e ° the young fellahs
wanted to get the old ones off. But there wasn't enough young fellahs for
the votes  through the union. There wer%more old guys than there were young.
And the engineers, they hung on to theirslonger thar the conductors but
finally then they compromised. Forced retirement well say was seventy years.
All right next year - it'll be sixty-nine and the folPwing year sixty-eight
and then sixty-seven and zhen sixty-six and then sixty-five. Get down to
sixty-five but it'd take about five years to do that. So somethin along that
line, they went for that because it just didn't throw everybody out that
was over sixty-five, y'see. It gave em a little time to thik about it. So,
I don’t know, I believe maybe right now it‘§°&£ﬁn to where forced retirement
on the railroad probably is sixty-five or not much more. But years ago they
didn't have any and they shoul# have. My wife had an uncle t:hat was an
engineer on the Milwaukee and he lived at Médbridge, South Dakota a long
time. And he got to be number one engineer in seniority on the railroad.
So his last years were strictly on passenger traiq} And he visited us at
Bovill one winter. He stayed all wintar there after he
retired and his wife pas#ed away. And we were talkin there and 1 said,

alwmt  this fellsh)

"Oh, Uncle Jim,"(that's what) wife moiied you probably went to sleep too

runnin those engines.'Never,'" he said,~ever." And he turned around,'On
passengers.' [eal, I have on freights.'" And then he started tellin me about

- dontk Know why
the freight train.” ," he says,'zverybody on that train went to sleep.
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And we went through a station and we were about eight miles beyond it whel
somehody woke upV An§ when he woke up he didn't know whe:r+ he was at . And
then they got the others awake and it was at night and they did get back in.
They backed into the station and they covered 1¥Pto where it never was reported.
And he said,"They could have canned all of us. I don't know." Oh yea!', engineers
on freights, what did they used to say? I've only seen one that ~an in. He
started goin up a grade and then he'd go to sleep. But just as soon as that
engine pitches over the top they wake right up. The difference in the working:
of the engine. Yeah, get on the next one and they do the same. Well, they'd
work sixteen hours and then they'd have to eat. And you just can't jump into
bed the minute after you eat, y'know. You want to take a little time for
something or other. And then in the morning--a:d you've only got eight hours
in between there, y'see--in the morning you have to get up in time, shave,
do whatever you have to do and®BFeakfast before you go to work. So I don't
know, but it would cut their sleeping time down to five and a half, six hours,
I suppose. So you could see why tley'd get pretty sleepy. Yes, I guess it's
all right unless everybody goes to sleep at the same time. That's the bad one.

Well, how many days would they work before they'd get off?

Well, they did bring in some rules on that too. And now I can't tell you
the number of miles it was. I don't know now but there was a figure. And they®d
reach so many miles in a month and then they were forced to lay off, they

had a maximum of miles.

But in the old days these guys would work five days and then have a weekend

off or would it be even worse than that?

Oh no, a lot of those jobs were seven dsy: a week. They were workin Sundays

rUN
just about as much as any day. And for freight trains, vhy they all the
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time. And the passenger trains, there were less of those, the branch lines,
however the main lines they, y'knowsheggéﬁated passenger trains ii:e same
on Sunday as any day. They'd run every d=y. Holidays too--Fourth of July,
Christmas, every day. But some of the branch 1inq:wou1dn't be running on
Sunday but the main line passenger trains, Sunday was just another day. And
they never got any extra pay for it either, Saturday or Sunday. The pay was

the same as it was on Monday.

: What sort ~f traffic did you have with passengers in Bovill, vely many people?

: Well, it ¥&¢ smough to keep things going. I don't knov. I coidn't come up with

a figure ln . i w22 the only transportation in end out. And there'd be a
rumber of people. Bovill, that was kind of a headquarters for where the
lumberjacks wdld come to and where they would leave from after they quit

or got canned or whatever happened. So, of course the passenger traing carried
the mail on exp:ess and that all helped.

What did it cost to ge*t do¥n to Potlatch from here?

Oh that was somethin that I'm tellin you, that is something. Aad I don't
know how long bef:?:fl knew of it in 1925. They werz charging five cents a
mile on that WI&M Railroad. I don't know why it was they could charge
so much, but when they were chargine five eents a mile on all other railroads
it was about two cents. But they come under the short line railroad. And
short line railroads do have some special provisions for them that the
interstate and ocher trains docsn't have. I was going to say $2.65 from
Bovill to Paleuse and T think that's exactly what it was. If it was fifty miles
it'd be two fifty but it seems the fare was $2.65.

I would think a fare like that wold discourage peopie from using it unless

they needed to.

4o
That was the only way could get there, y'see. No buses, the only other



way would be to walk. Very few cars in the country at the time and

then for so many of fe winter months from, oh late in Pctober to well
out in May there was no cars gettin ~ut of town at all. Dirt roads whereever
you'd go to and goin through the woods which ever direction you tried to

go ih. And they were wet  soggy anJOgégaﬁes there was no gravel on em.

So people there, 1'd say oh, late in October én an average year set their
cars up on blocks, a piece of cordwood. And they'd set there. I heard one

fellah SN

he believed it was a good deal.'You get that car :p st blocks
and you get a chance to catch up on your grocery bill."0f ocurse the storea
there were always lenient on credit. Svpposed to pay every month but there'd
be diffe'ent ones that you know and get in several months -+i='.out paying.
Storekeepers sure lost quite a lot ther%;n the credit bills that people got
out. Oh, one storekeeper there, old John Groh, he was an old pioneer. And

he was tellin me about a family that lived at Camp 8. And Camp 8 was oh,
roughly a mile and a half™T%® 88yi11. But they called it Camp 8. One time

it had z -chcolhouse thece, there was a little settlement and shons 7ur-e there.
But I guess there was two families that moved in there the end of Saptember..
And they started trading with his store, and two families, they bought quite
a lot of stuff and didn't pay for it. And themn , this John Groh used to
deliver out there, I guess it was once a week. He h2d a team and hack that

he delivered with. He had a young lad doin it. But these two couples, the
men come in and thought after they'd rus credit for a month they coxe in

and paid for it. And he thought he had a couple real good customers there.
And they said,"Well now, winter?s comin on and I know you probably won't like

to be comin out there anymore than you have to. Snow'll be deep. Maybe if we

could lay in the heavier commodities, it'd just be light stuff. . ." "Yes."



SAM:

J H:

SAM:

J H:

SAM:

J H:

2-¥
So old John, he thought that!d be a darn good idea. So they loaded up,
Aud  then

heavy and everything. They got pretty good. , about a week or so went
by and Cherlie was down there at least once a week, but about a week went

by and none of them showed up. So he inquired,"Oh, no, they left three or

four days ago.' They went out the other way. He never said any more.(Chuckles).
Now those people wouldn't have been lumberjacks. They just come in there to

do that kind '?£a job, y'know. Get a winter's supply of groceries . He

didn't get any trace out of em anyway.Of course you know, the phone system
wasn't much defending them. Tey had some I suppose but not much. And then

a head start oqgm;e wouldntt knosgany years afterwards he was still pretty
perturbed sbout it. |

Madeleine Gorman was telling my wife that John Groh really liked a good joke,
that he was quite a triizster.

T.at Madeleine, you say, she'd be a niece.

She was Tom's daughter.

Tom's daughter, yeah. Tom and John we e partners for a while. Oh yeah.

Was John sort of a hot-tempered guy?

He was kind of so, yeh He got kind € hot Uth(%cfogf{ right. Never dd with
me, but I know he was kinda hotheaded. That was a funny thing, those two
brothers. Wne was a German, the other was a Frenchman.And they were born
in the same house. And then they had a sister, Mrs.55109$ . And her nationality
was Alsace-Lorraine . All three born in the same house. But the countries had
changed. (Chuckles)Well, the men, Pom and John, they got along all right but
their wives didn't. Tom's wife was ai%i!nch woman from France and she could
speak very little Znglish. And John's wife was ‘erman, really German and she

could speak English, she couldn't read or write English but she could speak it.

But all this friction between those two women, they didn't get along gcod at all.
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Ho weyer YUN the £ .
the two brothers - partnership ther%raqgié%er of vears . I don't

know how many, but it was quiz: a number. I'm sure they never had any
trouble.
SAM: I was going to ask you absut that time you mentioned when there was a train

TIn +he wiwke?d .
was it?

accident right by the depot there.

J H:Well, we had several of the early trains there in the yards. And in the
winter it was nothing to see three or four engines stdled when they couldn't
go ahead or back. Trying to plow snow and they'd get in and get helpless.
Ani then get off the track of course. Oh yeah, you'd see quite a few

JPoints
derailments around yards where tey're swithin. But X don! tknow, the switch ’

Bomethimes _tp o
sometimes don’t close pronerly and wheelg 9o on the wrong
track. There was one deal there that was kind of comical . Oh, this was after
the passengertrains was off. But the Milwaukee they'd have a pavce. ger coach
on this mixed train. And there was a fellah that came to town the night before,
maybe the day before, but he kinda got high-centered and he wanted to get
the train out that day but he didn't make it. And he said somethin kinda blew

et gty se he wanted 4o make sore
' to make the train the next day- 3ut he

N
was still drinkin quite a little bit this next day. And he had his ticket
in a pack sack and he set right there and he sure diddt want to miss that
train that day. And there wasrkind of a raised platfrem there. And right
faci} cuc vas the main line where this train would be goin by. And he set right
there, but here was a doggone de-railment occured down at the other end of
the switch so they worked around there and was able to back up and get out of
town by coming through what they called the house track. Well, that goes around
the back of the depot. And they was there a coupl: hours gettin the engine

back on and what not. And then they ?v&\w\ arooNd Dack. And hy 3""”7“‘

(End of Side B)
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. « -and he was settin there -~ side of his pack sack,

and I says,'"By gosh fellah, that t~zin's gonel' He said,"It never came by
here." Ard it didn't. He was settin right there waitin for it but he was
watchin the main line. Oh, I felt sorry for the guy but he wesn't one of
those fellahs that dome a lot of cussin or nothin. Well, ie was sure runnin
bad luck. That was the second day that he tried to get out of town. And

now it was going to go to the third day.

Oh, I Hi another comical thing happen with one fellah. The same way. He
got high-centered around there and he was broke. And he wanfd to so down on
the WI&M. So this WI&M train was, ie" o8 at ng%%% thirty mi-utes or something
like that every day. And they'd come into Bovill and they'd "Y'" and it took
em about thirty minutzs to do what they had to do before they left.But I
talk»d to the conductor about this fellah, that he was bxke anqj??+he could

et
«”* . him down to Palouse he could get a chance maybe to get out of tere.

Condoctor
“was a pretty good fellah. "All right," he says,"I'1l tak: him." So

I told whe 90y “hen the train first pulfﬂ in I wa= out thereand I said,
"Now you get on there and stay .on ~ there. And you'll be all right. He's
willing to take you to Palouse." "Okay,' ind he thaiked me. And he got on.
Well, the train pulls up the oth:r end of the yard, y'know and they take
vater. This was a mixed train az well a assggggrhggda little switching to
do, some cars to pick up and set out and then go around the "Y". Well, this
guy was dead for sleep and what not that just as soon as he got on that
train he fairly went to sleep. And then with all this swifhin and "yt
back down and they stopped. And I just happened tobe(gﬁt‘there on the
platform?nghere was a passenger coach stopped there. So he come turn off the

y'know. And he looked at me and he says,"What? You here too?"

Poor guy thought he was in Falouse! Yeah. uh, yeah, you do things you shouldn't
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40. ¥'know. I had another guy there that wanted to get out of town
one day. And we emptied boxcare there. And it was fall but it wasn't
tha: cold. Of course they had strict orders the crew was not to let anybody

o something
ride and rightly so. But you know you have to, sometimes. He wanted to

A

crawl into an empty boxcar that was settin right there in front of the depot,

the engine was switchin somewhere. "Oh," I said,"I don't think they?ll
bother you if you get in there and lay down.' He was pretty shaky. He told
me, he said,"I'm so shaky, when I get in there will you shut the door and
lock it because ¢ i¢ jarred open the shape I'm in I might fall out that
door." So I did. Shouldn't have don: that. Oh, a de-railment or anything you
know a man could get killed and his people could sue the reilroal But

he b igds far as I know.

SAM: He even robt ocut.

J H: But a conductor on that WISM, a logger told me one time, he let a fellah
get in the boxcar. And so why he shut the door. But he did this |n+cwhonalb’
he told the guy,"I'll put you in there, I'11 lock the door.'" "That's all right,"
the guy said,'just so you let me out when we get down to Potlatch." "Yeah,"
the conductor would and he meant to but he forgot il about that guy. And
he never thought of him untii the next morming after he was goin to work. ke
thought,'My Obh, I forgot to let that guy out of that boxcar." So thz very
first thing he done was go to tha t particular car and get the guy out of
th~re. But that particular car, a;d you wouldnft see any more at al%l+.W%;
wooden door. The <oor waéwooden, but of course the whole boxcar was wooden.
But this fellah, he appar;ntly had a good jacknife hecause he whittled

right around the latch, hatch: they call it, just a %4lf moon in that door

and he got it open and he got out of there. But this conductor said,"That's
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prettiest, neatest piecec -f-work i'd ever seen with a jacknife. He cut
that just as nice as could be.'" But that's about the ody way he could do
it, you know. He saii th= woor, i. was in his favor‘{ﬁ;y had thgailrggg had
out a new door some time or other Band it was white pine. It wasn’t too hard
to handle. And he said,"That was a pretty job."

Well I've heard that quite a few hobos road the rails. I mean hobos, Idon't
know whether they were lumbel jacks out of work or down on their luck like
these guys you were describing.

Yeah.

Were there any jungles around?

Yeah, in the earlier days there was jungles there. And they never bothered
anybody though. In fact ok down near the water tank there's a few trees and
every day they'd see five or six or more guys in that jungle. Anékhey'd have
a little wash out. Their clothes would be hangin on a limb of ccme kind and
a little bonfire going. And they'd be cookin up something. I used to ae-
to walk by there in my work and up into the yard, check the yard. And I tell
you, it wa- kind of enticing, I thought lots of times I just wish I had the
time, I could just go in there -nd join them and set around and talk with
them. But I never had that kind of time. But I've heard some of them talk,
especially in th2, gh you take now like this time of year. Somebody'd get

somewhere,a garden or other and talk somébdy dt of some spuds. And someone
else would maybe get turnips or cabbage or carrnts or someth’n like that.And
alrother one maybe would get to a store and imay-e could do a little work for
soup bones or somethin. And put it all together, you know, they'd come up with

a stew. Then sometimes the stores would give em some of the old bread,y'tzw,

sta%ﬁagread

was three or four or more days old, that they'd have to throw out anyway.

And thefd make out. But those guys if thev'd g:t a meal, oh a good meal about
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once a week I think it'd hold em, didn't need much in betweern. But yeah,
they used to ride the rods pretty much. But then, I dn't know, the
railroads ¢»se@ out. pretty stro-g cgainst that and all emnloyees had
instructions not to have anybody ride. .DBut theyus:ed to do it anyway.

SAM Henry Benson told me that when he was on a railrond he always let em ride.

J H Yeah.He was an engireer. Now his sor is the number one engineer on that
railroad, Mex, yesh Max.

SAM°  You said tiy didn't need more than one good meal a week.

J H- I dom't suppose. Those guys that's on the bum you know if they get one good
meal a veek and Hen wisha ;pf:fﬁtle fill-ins between, they'd make out.
Oh sftimes when they start talking about the lest time they eat they go back
quite a few days sometimes.'Yeah, I had breakfast but it wasn't today and it
wasn!t yesterday. I don't knowhf I had breakfast the day before that." You'd
hear that kind of talk. Oa if they could get a good and go and get washed up

Hhe'd ke

too, y'know, get their clothes washiéd up a little bit out. I don't
know, I guess just everybody couldn't be a hobo. (222351221; But there's
a lot work at it. I guess they have a organization dont they of, not a union,
but they have scme kind of asscciation anyay. Oh yeah, yeah I think once
a year they hav~ a convention some place or other, hobos.

SAM- Did you evar notice whether the same guys would stick sround there for very
long or wculd it just be a stop for a day or twe?

J H: It'd just be a f:w days but the next year you'd see the same facega§¥bund

ONce-
there. No,they wouldn't stay long. They would kinda keep on the move.

ey Qp* a
’ really good feced and get their clothes washed up and then get to

movin,

SAM: Were these guys then they were sort of a group of their own. Trey weren't

like ,say lumberjacks who were down on their luck, just had no money or

anything?
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hatls . .
.t two different things, that's two

No, no a hobo and a lumberjaﬁk‘
different things. No, there was a fellah, an? I got to know him quite
well. In Moscow he was a banker, he was a cadier in one of those banks
in Moscow at the time. And his wife, before they were married, she had
been a shoolteacher in Bovill. In fact she was one of the very first
schoolteachers. She'd be quite a bit ahead of my time . But now they were
livin in Moscow. This man tecld me this, he sdd,'"My wife and I was lookin out
the winhggeoggigorning and one fellah come along there and he started comin
into our place. And I said,'"Here comes a bum for a handout.'" My wife didn't
say anything but she just kept lookin at that man comin. And then she toid
me,"That*s no bum, that's a lumberjack.'" '"Do you know him?'" '"No, I never seen
him before, but he's a lumberjack.'" Well, that was the case. I let the guy
come in. Yeah, he was a lumberjack.'But she knew, from seein lumberjacks,y'know,
and I foret the rest of the story b&ttgéﬂ%ot to know the fellah and then he
kept track of him too. But there was a difference. No, a lumberjack, he wouldn't
20 down along the track amd get in thejungles, yeah. No, Spokane was the
headquarters for the jacks. v'know. And I don't know what they done, shack up
I guess, Two or three of em get together. Oh there'd be a percentage of em,
it might be sBll but there'd be a percentage of the jacks that would save
their money so they'd have a little imoney. Thay wouldn't be drinkin it away.
And they'd generally be pretty gentercus about helpin ano*:her:)-a&“h\w\wL was
broke if, y'know, e was a fair sort of a guy. Probably pay him back if

he could.

Do you have any idea about why nine lumberjacks out of ten or better from
what the lumberjacks tell me just blew in and that was the end of thdr vear's

earnings? I mea, have you got any idea why it was just so pervasive that

money just went like that and there wasn't savings? Was it that they really
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didn't care about mgkin money in a Qay Ore o o?

Well, they cared about makin it but they wanted to spend it. And they
were generally people that flidn't have any funily ties, they wee single
to start with and probably lost most all ties with brothers or sisters, or
any family. Xnd.T don't it seemed to be a thing of the nature of most of em
that oh yeah,in the woods they'd say they would knit their socks and wear
their clothes until they were threadbare and 211 those things to save
everything they could. But it keeps workin on em. And the bosses would
know certain ones that would get on edge, y'know, and cranky, mean. They
knew that that?bertain guy had to get out. And he'd get out and he'd go and
have himselftbiiig drunk. And «l.en it was all over and he was dead broke
and borrowed all he could and spent it he'd go back to work and do the
same thing over again. Same old cycle.I don't know why but that's the life
of the lumberjack. Of course I'm not talking about a hundred percent, but
the big majority. That's what tley worked for. (Chuckles). Well, he'd be

. along a ba
a pretty big shot, y'know. Get and "Timber", say it loud, y'know.
y big y y

Everybody'd race up to the bar to get their drink. And a lot of them themselves

wold say "That foolish guy, y'know." And still they'd take his drink.'Well,"
they'd say,"if he wouldnft buy it for me it'd be scmeone else. ' But
generally speaking about what they ded they were fairly honoruble. And
they'd get back to work. Oh yes, that's one t"ing they had to do, a must
with em. They Hsd ©o pay those debts,y'know. They'd get to work and ttey'd
have to work quite a while to cleas up what they'd borrowed on their last

drunk. They'd always get tHt pafid, they'd seen to that.

e
ycause they knew if they didn't they couldn't borrow it from the same

people again. So they'd get that paid off and do it all over again.

Well, there's no more lumberjacks around this part of the country. I don't
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if there are anywhere else or not. There are sure none sround here, “hey all
died oL

. The lumberjack now is a young married mm with family.

Drives his car as close to work as he can. And he's got a power saw and hfs

aze
drivin a cat or a dader or & truck or somethin likc that. They tell me
an aXe
a lot 4 them in the woods nowadays don't hardly know what or a peavey

is because of so much machine work. But those power saws, I guess they knock
down more loga than eight or ten sawyers amld, maybe more.

When you're talkii about times changing it makes me wonder when you were
first there in Bovill, when you first came, did they talk much about the old
days then, I mean Bovill was twenty yars old then.

Yeah.

Did they talk about the start of the town and what it was like back then.

Oh yeah, yeah. sure. I know one woman, well, she was working for Bovills
that the town was named after because the town was on part of their--I guess
it would have been a homestead maybe. But she was just working there. And
she said that this place here was wheive the boats used to tie up. Well, that's
before the railroad ever come through. And so there's a big meadow there.

And for a lot of the year, spring and fall, I guess, it was covered with water

where the boats used to tie up. Well, when the railroads come through it split
dwected

that, y'know, and thatand channels were formed. Oh yes, Ifve heard

them talkin about goin right through Bovill when Bovill was't hardly anything,

just soé%ody livin there and go around to Collins which'd be probably two and

a half miles north of Bouill. There was a post office there. And it went tight

“tHrstigh Boill. But then later Bovill became the post office. And I thik at

that time the mail probably used to come out of Troy because that railroad,
the Northern Pacific,went to Troy quite a number of years ago. I den't
knois just when. And I think that was the rail head. Palouse is quite old too.

I don't know what*ﬁﬁh{dmﬁﬂb‘%%axﬁ but Palouse was Northern Pacific as well,y'see.
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40 no dovby wovld \have been
Palouse there with the rails sometime befere
there ever was a Troy.
Yeah, I think thats true. It was in the 1880*s. Did people talk about the
early days in Bovill, like the days before Brohibition had ceme in there?

Oh yes, yeah, there was a. . .You know, they!d pint out to you where the
saloons used to be. They weren’t on Main Street. They were mostly on the
back street. : ';i was the same block but on the other part of
the block. So the saloons were mostly along there, had quite a number of em.
(H???ﬁﬂéss that would have been the real days.(Chuckles). To have seen things
there. Because the woods--oh they were logging right back at Bovilligge time,
and the logging camp just about there in the park.(}P‘4ch,04h‘("VﬂY arodatd.

I don't kv, you've mlked to some of those younger reople up there though,
like maybe the Cranes.

Ve-y briefly.

I couldn't probably supply too much either.

I was just curious about the kinds of things that they used to tell about
it when you hadn't been there very long. I was wondering was sort of tradition
sort of had come down fromthose early years.

Well, when I first went there the logging wasn't too far out of Boiill.
You could walk out to a logging camp easily, three or four miles. Of course
those saloons. And there were some businesses that had, I guess, been pretty
good but had closed out then-~"a clothing store and a few things like that.
And they had quite a lot of business there at one time. Well, you have to have
a little of everything, y'know, when therefs, you couldn’t get in or out for
so many months in the fall, winter and spring. In those days they had a
doctor there too and & hospital. He didn't amount to much but still for all
it was a hospital and a doctor. There was only one doctor there, didn't matter

what it was, he had to do it. He %ad -ho h;mfael‘@, he sore got o lot of
eﬁmef\enc&.qﬁmc(é.
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Kinda too bad that he didn't know more about it but he would have
to go at it, y'know. He certainly wasn't stingy with the knife, that
Dr. Gibson. Good doctor, good fellow, all that. Well, they'd ¢ag Smebody
in there, my gosh, y'know, you got to tryAdnésave his life. And if cuttin his
leg off would do it, well that's what you do. I imagine that he cut off many.
many legs that nowadays wouldn't have to be done. Ke Jidn't hesitate to saw
off a leg. He said to me one time, he says,'I'm not stingy with a knife. I
guess he wasn't.

SAM: Did they ever taik about the oldmanagement people? Bill Dearv, was he gone
by the time you got there? .

J H: Yeah, I never seen him. He was probably the first general managew- % that
area for that Potlat:h Lumber Company. I think he probably was. Well, there
was a story about him, that's before the railroad, the WI&M Railroad , the

Potlatch Mill or anything was established there. The Weyerhaeuser people
were all out in this area and the plans were formulated to put in a mil but
they didn't know just where. And some of them had thought about Moscow, some
of the Weyerhaeuers. And because there were two railmads there at the time

anyway, the Northern lacific anl t7e Union Pacifc was there. I don't think
that Inland Empire was in there yet. Butthey had a hotcl room in Moscow

where the board of directors of the Weyerhaeuser people were all out there
from St. Paul, that's where ¥ headqudterg :g{:fe. And this Bill Deary
he was out around town scoutin on around and he come back to the rooms that

they had and were holdin this meeting.

(End of Side C)

J H: He hung around town and of course he was down on :he totem pcle a ways, y'know,
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these werg, big guys, the Weyhaeusers that the vote meant something. And

SAM:

J H:

he got back in the room there an! :t seemed liked they'd decided that
that's where they we e going *» have the mill, in Moscow,'"What ?'" he says,
""he-e im Moscow? There isn't water enough in thiés town to baptise a Baptist
bastard!'"(Chuckles). And he¢ zhrew down whatever he had in his hands and that's
all he said. And they didn't put the mill at YMoscow. They got it over there
in Potlatch on the Pzlouse River. That was quite true, Thre was no water in
Moscow, and +here 15n'4 riow. 1 don't know why those people ever thoght about
alf of e
that, but after he said thatJrleng a-bcﬂwuﬁktéey knew. Sure they had the
railroads. But it was only ten miles up from Palouse to Potlatch to builij a
railroad. AndAtiz logs come dcwn that draw just as well and bettar tuszn they
could through Moscow. But I guess he was quitehan old guy. I don't know how
long he was general manager therebuﬁe had dJE:pfoneer work.

I was wondering about the CCC's and what you remember about them.

Oh, that was quite a deal. There was no work, of course, around thre, mithing
go that Potlatch Company was shut down tight. And there wasn't a speck of work.
And I think that must have been, let's see, early summer of 33 I +hink the
firstCts that come in there. And RoosewWt, y'see, was elected in Nevember of
132, Yeah, I think it was about May or maybe June of '33. And oh they sure
crowded up that branch . I think it was eight passenger trains in one day,
and they were long passenger trains, slespin cars on all of them. These CC's
had comefggkt route and mostly from New York and New Jersey. And they just
got ‘;ght*ﬁtot " the woods. It was all under the United States Army. And
they were regular army men too that was handling it that year. Later they were,
oh, reserve people. Brt it was regular army captains and what not the first
year. And oh yeah, the camps, oh probably as many as f{ive. They was right

might frem
around here; Y.u "8 say @ atone's throw = Bovill and five or six miles out..

Blister rust contol. R\b,es)‘{buﬂmg Vibies,
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SAM: How did these kids take to the woods?

J H: Oh, a lot of them quit:, y'know. They'd never seen woods before. But
some, You knog?mgtayed on. But there was many of them going back. Every
day there was some of them. But when they'd quit they'd get transportation
home. Oh, I vemember the first day that they ever came in there. And then
this was sort of late in the evening but . .. daylight. And a whole bunch
of them was over there on Main Street« And ;n;id, he reached down and he

cement

touched the sidewalk. Well, it was cor:rete sidewalk there on Main Street.

That was about the only cement there was in town. It was ttere and he looked

Lor im

at another kid and he says,"Cument! Cement!'" It was strangi 1mgyall had
ideas, y'know, that when they got out to this stop that they was really, really
in the wilgbggénghaﬁughgﬁé}g?u triow, electric lightk and cement sidewaiks.
(Chuckles). B} they set up those camps and they hired a lot of people amund
Bovill for overhead. you wight say, what would they call em--not gang leaders.
But oh, they'd have to have a man with every five or six of those young fellahs,
you know, whatever they were doin. They had another name for that. And then

“hey had to have foremen and they had to have superintendents, that was all

civilian. But that took up a lot of the slack inthe unemployment.And then, our

young fellahs
they couldn't join em that veair. Acouple of years later they could, one year

later, maybe. But oh yes, some of those lads,and some of them stayed there,
y'know and got married. But oh, ninety«fivgegﬁégge of them c's were through
for the season?eéﬁey ali went back. Then v had tc have just as many trains
up that branch again to haul em out as they did to bring em in. My lad! Those

trair® y'know, just a couple hours behind each other. It was an awful d:v »n

the railroad.
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SAM: Was there a lot of jokes floatin around about these greenhorns that
didn't know anything about what they were about?
J H: Oh yeah, sure. Yeah, that's always the case, y'know. But there was a
ot of those lads, those CC lzds that had never had a job, ever, y'know.
They didn't know what it was to work for anybody ‘cause they'd never had
any jobs. And some of them just couldn't become accustomed to being told
what to do. IMt wasn't tne w.y they 8 lived. And oh, some of em only'd
be there a few days and away they'd go. And others stayed on pretty good.
And there was a lot of good lads in that bunch, g'know. I guess they were
all pretty much all right. I kinda felt sorry for the negroes. They had,
I don't know how many, but not too many, maybe twelve or fourteen. But
they kept those all in one camp. But they wouldn't let em come in to town.
They couldn't come to Bovill because the overhead said that Bovill was too
bu+ mayb e evecy other week
sm:ll a town. Bu: oh, I don't think tney done it once a week,Athey'd take a
truck and they'd take the whole bunch of them to Moscow. And I think there
was a CCC Camp right on the edge of Moscow and that's probably where they
housed em overnight and then they'd bring em back. For Iwork Monday .
.Bowlh
As far as they couldn't come in there at all. And that was the only
reason that I ever heard given was it was just too emall a town to turn
dontt Wnow,
that many 1oose:i; my wife and I and another couple was invited out to this
particular camp one Sunday where the negroes wecre held. And they were just
settin there eating at one table and they didn't seem to want to ta_k to anybody
at all. Well, I guess you couldn't blame em. I didn't, I felt sorry for em
but I didn't know what to do about it. Well, they'd eat and just as soon as
chey guot through eating they all disappeared back into their quarte:s

ever ¢30'f
wheraver it was. But they didn't have any trouble. I don't think they

AY

:Eny trouble in Moscow either. I never heard of any if they did.
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JAM: That's too bad.
J H: Yeagh, yeah that was bad.
SAM Did you ever know any negro lumberjacks besides ‘oce “eils. Do you know of
Joe Wells at ail?
J H: I know of him, yisece, but again, Joe Wells was ahead of my time. But
Chuck Wells, and I guess Chu-ck was his son, but older than I am. He was
around, in fact I knew him quite well. They lived out there, y'know, just
a half mile or a mile out from Deary toward Bovill. I heard they were, and
I dor't know if it'd be true about that Joe Wells. Let's see. This was in
but it's
Deary‘before Deary was a town. It was kind of a half-way house there, and
I guess it was supposed to have been in Deary though. But *e fellah that
told me this was a real, honorable, truthful fellsh. And tlis was ahalf-wagvmuse
and Joe and maybe his wife was kind of running it or at least he was workin
there or somethin. But there was one fellah that got unhly there and a
fight started and they were both down there on the floor. But this Billy
that was tellin me, and Joe was on top and he lifted his fist like that to
drive one at this guy's head and the guy seen it comin and he just <hoved
his head out of the way of the fist in time. And this Billy says,'"That
fisc of Wigger Joe (that's whot they called him) went right down through the
floor! An%ﬂt was an ordinary floor.''Well sure it was probably only single
boards but he said,"His firt went right down through the* floor. Now that's
how strong he w=s. He was ¥nown 4o Be an awfully strong man. It was sure lucky
for tiiet guy because if that blow had ever hit him.'" No, I can't really, putting
my miné to it, it does seem that I did see Nigger Joe but I don't know.

SAM: What about Chuck? I heard he was a pretty strong fellah too.

J H: Oh, no doubt.But I never heard anything like. . .
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Dil he log for a livin?

Oh, I suppose he did at times but more o: less probably on his own, a
gyppo deal, you know. You get so much a thousand for gettin in some logs.
He lived down there, oh I don't krow, it's probably lhlf-way between Deary
and Helmer he had a place. And he couldn't raise anythizg there. I don't know,
he may have had a little livestock but I don't think he workec in the woods
very much bu® sure he would have Seitled,0Oh, his wives, I don't know, he had
two or three of them divorce him, run away from him and what not.

Vare his wives negro?

Yeah, y:sh, :hey were all negroes. But I don't think they were able to get
along. And Chuck used to drink pretty heavy, I know that. He wound up his
last days in the nursing home in Moscow. Yeah.What kind of a deal did you have

yesterday with Joe Maloney and Dan Murphy or did you?
1 did. LTP(LUS‘ 1 ’*‘a—?¢)

Dorkin
: used to, I thirkit 7as at that time probably five cent bcer. But he'd

give em =lmost & weal with it. There was a lunch there; there was crackers
and cheese and what not. And so they co1ld go in there and fill up on that.

ot

w ol
Oh, I first come to 8pokane I ~ = into that Durkin

place #nd little Jimmy
was quite an old man then, and I noticed the times that I was there, not

too many, but just killin time in there. And he come in and right behind

the in the front window, he had a little raised platform there #il a
chair. And that's where he'd be. And he always wore a straw hat whether it
was winter or summer or otherwise he had a straw hat on. But #11 the jacks
he knew, old Jimmy Durkin. I guess he done pretty well in a day. In fact,
tha*t place no doubt has been demolishedﬁ%or quite a while. If it hadn't a

been Expo surely would have taken it out. That street?ll neve:r :2ok the

same again but it's all for the better.
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.« « oAbout the school there. I see that you were head of the school board
when they had a school, and I was wondering a little bit abat the school
leaving Bovill, the high school leaving and how that came about, and
whether that was a blow to the town?

Well, it was during the consolidation of school movement that was on all
over the state at the time. And yes it was and the town was quite divided
abra* it. Thare was some that thought,'Well, I guess we dont have the
poulation enough, student population to reallymintain the school.!" And then
othes thou_:t,'Yes, we did have.' One of the plans was tha“ Ek River come
to Bovill. However they're iqé different county but that could be done too
if they were willing. And Clarkia was wanting and beggin to come. And
we thought that like about Helmer could come into Bovili. Well, that would
have made it a gooc-sized school. And then Deary and Troy could have gone

. down there, whatever they wanted to do. So there was quite a division
of thought in Bovill, wha® to do. But then, oh there was a board, county
board to evaluate and recommendrgﬁgéa:ghools dc consolidte. And that was
what they came up with was Bovill. . . There was kind of = compromise thare

pyWAY,
too. But,it wound up with Bovill, Deary, Troy wo:1ld be together ir. one
district. Troy would be the seat of government. Deary would meintain the
high school as long as it was feasible to. Bovill, grade school only.
But then the school building, it was a brick building, three story, and oh
that building focked just as nice on the outside a¢ the day it was built.
But the floor: w#-re sagging, I don‘t know, I never was satisfied that that
building couldn't have been ren>vated and repdred. But they had differat
architects look it over and come up with appraisals of what it would cost to

JOS¥

Tnode , .
the floors weve all sagging, cheaper tcAknock it down.

do all this.
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80 that's what heppened. And we had a bond election there to build

a new grade school. And there was quite a lot of interest to try to do that
too because they didn't think that the district would vote £0 do it. But
they did and by quite a good-gized plurality. ic tney have a grade school.
But that would have been a pretty good set-up. And now, you see, Elk River.
why their school population is so few you that if it wasn't for the federal
grants that they get because of being able to qualify as--I forget what
they cal! it. There's a name for it. It comes under that category of schosl
alo"b

districts, the unfortunates sethug, and all that. Distress area I blieve

long as
maybe they call it. That doesn't sezw guite the right name, but as they
keep gettin this federal grant they can k-ep tht school going but that could
quit any year, just any year. And if it does it's 2 long ways to transport
those kids to probably Orofiné. And you know y-u don't have that kind of
highways through there eitt.r.

SAM: Did the town of Bovill vote to consolidate?

J H: They didn't have a vote. Let's see now, the whole area voted. And they come to '~

this compromise arBngement about Troy, Deary, Bovill. And then the whole area
voted. And it was carried that thag wha: to be done. But that was on the

now
recommendation of these five pfple. I forget what the title " they carried.

a,womv—d
I think they were people that were ‘ by the state superintendent of
schools. T do believe. Govehot - What did
they call it? Asbury and Asbury, I believe that's the name of the plan that
hired specialists to work up the county and see what was best.
SAM: And this was after the war .that this happened?
J i “ves, but it seems just after.

SAM: Did it have much effect on Bovill to not have & high school there?

J H: ©Oh. I don't kno that the town wou'd '..wve rown otherwise. It certainly
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hasn't since. Itmay have, you know been a better town had the high

school remained there. And I guess there would have been sme more people
there wasy '+

would have stayed there but reslly no great change because it

wasn't a long distance to transport the %ids just to Deary, you know, ten

. 1
miles. So I don t know but. . .Now Deary se~ms to be growii. along a little

bit every year and a little bit better town. And Bovill is just going to go
’f;’&); +hey
the other way. Schcol has something to do with it. © ry to move the high

school out n: [roy, like to consolidate with Moscow, you'd have to do it

over a lot of dead bodies in Troy. Yezh. But I don't know, they had an awful

ttle
battle there for years/m”Vﬁ they calla y build a new school. One time they

thought they had it pretty well settled about half-way out there between
Troy and Deary and that fell through. I don’'t think that would have been
very good anyway, y'know. Everybody would have had to have been transported
then. And no incorporated town out there, no facilities, no water, swer,

nothin. You'd have to have a custodian day and night the year round. So I

here's
guess it wasn't. . .Lut for a while they thought,'Yeah, the answer."

Because some towns have, vou know, when they couldn't agree they'd finally
half-way.
If you looked at Bovill's past is there any time that you thirk would

stand out as being the best time for the town?

A sAY
Well, I;i' , before the Depression. I would say that, yes, along

probably in about '29. '29 was quite a banner year. There was a lot of things

going on, a&ot of woods work,and the Potlatch Compuay ouilt quite a long
Tark
piece of railroad into the - country. And they had those contractors
More150n - Knydson
that graveled it. I guess they built it, crushed rock on it.

A \05( o-Q

. - activity around tere. Everybody workin. Things were goin fine but

bost

of course as you know that's the year of the stock market . No that
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didn't happen éill 130, did it? '29 was the boom year. So '29. That
would have had éo have been thagrgpell there that was the best activity
around there. Businesses was goin pretty good. Lots of emplcrment, put
gravel on a lot of the streets for n<4r‘4”’0€Bovi111 gUeSSeravel on the
higway. Oh, L'il tell you, great +hing5(Chuckles). But after the Dpression
it never,never really came back. Of course during the war everything was
filled up thereT you'd hardly get = room but tat war the case everywhere.
Those merchanté you know, anybu:dv that had anything to sell during the
war they reallyihad it made becaise you didn't have to seil. All you had

to do wasj%ry to buy some goods, you!d get some goods in your sticre and it'd

go just like that. Yeah. Well, I hope we don't have another Lepression i‘ke

cebNomuts
that last one. But somz f these that are talking, they saw,"I don't
know. 7 :‘on't know.'"The stock market is goin down, down, down down. Tonight's

news it's under the seven hundred mark. Now I don't know how they evaluate
those figures but startiag with a thousand, now it's down under seven

T4 sand
hundred for just so far this year.,It means that a third of the value is

wiped out in the last year. I don't know, I figure it isnft going to make

or break me but that's w:s caused the trouble in the other one. BLV+‘+h‘Y
Sa\d ¥ Can neNer Nazpen aqain.

{End of Side D)

SAM:

J H:

I'm wondering, how did you wind up doing so many civic things around Bovill?
How all these different responsibilites. . .?
Well, cne things leads to the other. The very first, ou.:zide the railroad
was village clerk. &nd then the next thing that I took on was secretary

treasurer of the highway district just because it became availzble and
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pesble
the that they'd give me the job, they 3aid,'"Well, you're in

Nandling Hae village
a good position. You're 3 accounts, you Mlﬁh"' as well handle ‘HhsA

+hen yoU
And ‘now, tht's just the way it goes. ’ know, it's so much easier
to be a big frog in a 1l ttle ruddle than it is a little frog in a big pond.
(Chuckles). Well, yeah ard then of coweyou ccme along. Well, let's get a
justice of the peace here now. Justice of the peace, wel?! how about it?
You let yd¥ name go on a ballot and yofre elected and then you've got that.
And that's the way it is, it just keeps on. Oh youlre in
a good position “n:-e to do it. Kind of interesting too when you get into
those things, you know, you kinda like it too. Then oh, I was city clerk there

_c,{ oawhile
for twelve years. Then I was on the cofcil. And then I was still on the
A

gouncil but then mayor for a while. All in all ir twenty years wivh the
village.
Did you get any insight in tHt time in what makes a small town like Bovill

run? How it runs?

Oh well, I don't know just how you mean now. How or why?

Oh no, it's gotta run, but I mean how things do get done?

Oh well sure, youlkiow, you know how much money you're going tc get before
you get it. And you figure00¥ your. . .Have to lave a budget and go by it.

you kviow
And that's about the only way ycu can do. Levy your taxégfi“thXt be all

paid but the tables, the percentage that's based over the years you know abot
Toor aboot.

how much you've got. So you know nret”v well.,You have a fixed income and
ycu can only spend 30 much. Oh it's kinda easy to run financially. Sure there's

sometimes, you know, yo:'d like to have a policeman , should %sve a h\@h* man,

Po we Vnave Hne Moy K we
' © Well, if you don't have the money don’t nave -
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a nidht . a
police. You just can't spend - more than vou take in. 3o
those first years we
it wasn't hard to balance the budget. And, had 1}u.~..ﬂf bond +tee,

to pay off. When we got that paid off then we had a little more to spend.
And that highway district tco. It wasn'%bad. When they formed that
highay district about 1920, I guess, bonied the district. But the bends
hat
were issued they could not be redeemed until a certain date. And at
pretty high interest too. They could not be redeemed. Oh they went a .ong
you know, payin the interest but not accumulating anything, in fact I
toink it was unlawful at the time too. You couldn!t levy more than what

money you needed. 'cll, then all at once here these bonds start comin due

and your interest as well. We couldn't pay em, we paid a few, yeah.

all +the
And then we got ‘ big steckholders together and re-issuea the
s5trong Hiem  ovey” Period
bonds at a lower rate of interest and out another years

but with the provision that you could pay em off anytime you wanted to.
Well, we got those paid off but while ding it, you know, couldn't

do hardly any work at all. Just #repare is all you could do. And get those

WAY
bonds out of the then you started gettin a few roads.No, it isn't too
She(d's
hard to figure out, Oh, ~ always in a smallplace, you know, there's difference

of opinion and it's good that there 5. And no matter what you do, you know.
Buz you know that before - >u start. You're not going to satisfy everybody.
If you satisfy the majority, why that!s preity good.
Did very many people take an active interest in the running of the town
or was it a few who did it?
Oh every election, of course there'd be new names that would run for election,
Deen \n‘+h€(&

but sometimes more than likey th: old heads had, would beelected to keep on.

But, oh yes, they took an interest because every once in a while there'd be
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petitions and you'd have to do this and do that. And well, call a

general meeting and explain, vyou know. And it always comes back to

o wiHh

what you going to pay i ?'Sure, we can raise your water%¥'™h no, ne're
anoot
payin too damn much nowi( Chuckles).ThHs+> - the only thing we could

do in the village in the p¢ar  years was raise the water rent. And when

. hen

it?d come to the fall |2 we'd levy the taxes, what, nobody wanted to
want

spend anv more taxes and you didn't blame em. everything, but it's

always been that way.
Do you remember wht anybody ws:- - et tioning about? What any of the thires
were that were desired?
Well, there was one there about hard-topping some o0° taz streets. There
Stcked 4o
was a petition about that. But the ones that +,; they had no idea of

the expense of it. And then where are you going to do it? You just can't

pick out Sertain streets in a small town, you know, and do somethin. And

Dody'd

some ,""0hh, why didn't they do that to my place?®™ And so as far as hard-toppin

Bovill, no, all the-e is is that main drag and that is gererally known us the

business district,downtown. The only wzy ve ever got that dome was the
V\&A’ 50'“‘ WO(K
state one time-gsee, the state highway goes right through Bovill, and they

had their equipment and everything there. A~} :‘he stat can do work like that

if it's a~djacent to their work. And it®d be at cost. So we go~ our main

a
street?s business district hard-topped by the state and just at ~ cost

Basis

‘ . But they couldn't have <one it . there'd been a separation, a
quarter of a mile .r anything away from the highway. Bu+ as bNg as 1t
“+akes oL %"\%e‘( \r\\%\'\wmﬁ%m \W\QY Can do v, S0 oh somethin like that,

W \
people, you know. \iell\f\, W s predy Nice, Why
didn't you do it twenty years ago?'We just caldn’t do it twenty years ago
because the stae hadn't hard-topped theirs throush there.(Chuckles).No,

Nobody was

LR )

there was never any big things there)ff‘ nevey
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ever thrown out of office there that I know of. Some wculdrtt
he successful in re-election. But I guess I was lucky, it never happened

<

to me. I was elected every “ime I run for somethin. But started

v T k wAS gorng 7o
wher - ﬂzqvgitire and'gidn't want to be tied

off on those %hings
down.
Do you know when that town started to be a Democratic town? I've noticed
that it goes very Democ.-atic iv the elections nowadays.
went %o
Whes I- first .. Bovill it was the other way around. But I believe F.D.R,
was the turning point. When F.D.R. was firct elected because oh people
were so bitter against Hoover. All they had against him was the Depression.
That was bad enough. Oh Hoover. '"Don't mention th¢name!' I Blieved for a
whik there that they disliked Hoower worse than they dY&“Nixon before he
en
got out. And Hoover kept on living, my golly, he yot to be a pretty
respectatle guy before he died. I think some of them probably began to
realize that the man cou'4n't do mnything about it. He was trv.n. A4
+hat
reople around him " knew whit to do. 2nd that'%s what welre into now.
This inflation, I'm sure nobody lnows what to do about it. If they did
they’d get started a doing it. But they just dofA’t know. And when you don't
and 4<ll Someone
know yourself you can't gn , No.
. forests

I wanted to ask ycu one thing about ::’:1:1at:c:hlz And that i3, my impression
has been from talking to a number of people there rwac real mixez:d Zeeling
about Potlatch. On the one hand there's a respec%ngntggher hand. . .I

fhink the best way I can put the feeling that people seem to have is that
they were cheap,you knew., that they wouldn't give a guy any more than they
absolutely had to. What your way of looking &t that? Are bth those things

sort of true?
Yes, thzy are. Now about the scaling logs. They could say your way and

Well
the correct way and then the Potlatch w:y. ) the Potlatch way is

the way you've gotta go by. I don't know encugh about s&ling logs because
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I never scaled any. But I've heard so many talk and even scalers working
for the Potlatch that no, they don't believe in the system but it?!s the
Potlatch sptem and if you're going to work for them that's what you gotta
do. And t‘ne_ﬁdw‘/uTj and Cu{%ﬁg*yei;v;so much there, you know it's by the
thousands, most of the werk is by the thousands in the woods. And you've

wa. e ant
gotta take the '{ ey w

scaling. And it sort of always has becn

th.t, and we call em cheapskates and what not,but «ill they are a big outfit,
y'see and thr big reliable. And you know, quite a number of people n:d
workec or em and would get peaved and quit and they'd g~ vorkin for some
smaly:gyppgnggr a few years and then somethin come up there and pretty

Snon you'd see him treking back to the Potlatch. So, yeah they continued to

work for cm and still there wasn't that much love for the company because

Jvst hke
tney're big and oh, they can dictate, you know. They can control ya, and they
+he scalinge Jhere s hat,

¢ 3 If you donft like it go somewhere else. o

A
but T guess that wou'd probablv be true with any big outfit, maybe, I donft
know, probably would. Yeah, it was Papa Potl -atch,

Is that what they called it?

Oh some, yeah, Pava Rtlatch and he hears his m%%er’s voice. That's what
they'd say. Bt over the years you know they've kept up a pretty steady

Ookside of the 1 Hle

employmert. ' periodic shut-downs that they have
every year and that's all right too, I guess. They do it at the time of

year. I wouldn't like that if I was working for em as a foreman or any of

44
the overhead superwv gors because while they st down im those spring months

that's when they overhead has to take their vacations. Well, you know ovdinarily

you don't like to take a wacaztion in February and March. But that's what you

gotta do. Be~au® when the good weather comes they're going to be workin. So
do

they that.But of cour=ze they'd be paid vacations, I don't know what they'd

get now. They . rust get at least a month now of paid vacatim, maybe =ore.
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The overhead?
. 4o '
Everybody. Wz21l, no, I'1ll correct that say overhead because I dont
d be getting
think the contract workers, no I don't think they, that. But I'm
would

sure of the overhead foremen and anybody up in there probably get a
month,

I “ave one more thing that I want to ask you and that's the story of the
clock here. How you came to get it and what you know about it.

Oh, well of course the :=lock was, when I was ageat to Bovill the clock
was installed. We h2! another clock and it went haywire and thery sent it
down to Potlatch. They had a jeweler at the time at Pbtlatch. And he looked
the otherfgier,"ﬂo," he said,”"it's just worn out. Thire's no need to try
and do anything with that.'" So* they got a new one that was *hs one. I

presume it was new,lookfﬂmew. And they sent it up to Bovill. And it was

there all those years--forty at least. And then when I retired and I

told the agent,'"Now, that'!s a.+hwfy oy clock and it hasn't been stoiuzr 1n
many years.'It hung up kinda high. The c~ilings there in the depot were

real high but I told em just hew I did it, easy job if you knew how to wind
it."Yeah.'" Well, I was gore three months and when I got back to Bovill

one of the first things I done was go down to the cderot and there the

clock was stopped. And I said,'"George, you didn't wind that clock.'" '"No,"
he says,"and that's only half of it. I'm not gonna wind it.'" I says,'How come?"
He says,"You'’re the only one that'!s ever wound that clock.'" Well, I rza"y
hadn't thought of that myself but when I got to thinking back, yes, I
was the only one that evar wound that clock. Because on my Iﬁ;ations, three

a v

weeks was the most I ever got and I would always wait till,the first of the

7 *h to get the monthly reports out of the way before I would go on vacation

and then ar-:nze to be back befor= the end of the month to get them out.
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it wis shil vUNKING
I'd wind the clock before I covld go and - when 7 got back.
'"No,'" he said,"it's your clock.'" "Well," I sad,'how do you know it is?"

"Well," he says,'"WI&M said,?It’s you clock! ** '"Well," I sadd,''the WI&M

hasn't got all the say about this. The Milwauﬁfe owns half of that clock.
The WI&M can't just give it o me." "Welﬁ?xua say~,''I"11 contact the
Milwaukce. You come back in a few days tc see what they say.'" So I come back
in a few days or a week. "Okay," h?éays,"l cleared with the Milwaukee. It's
your clock. You better take it before someone else comes along and takes it.'
So, okay. I tock the clock home and that's how I hppen to have it.When I

sold the house 'a¥ Bovill and the wife of the people that bought it was
lookin the house over and,"Of course,' she says,''the clock?ll go with it."

when
And then she chuckles a little bit too. ¢he seen my face.'No," she says,

"I know I couldnft be that lucky.' (Chuckles). So that?s abat the clock.

SAM  Had that clock been stopped pefore during the years you were at Bovill?

J H:

I've neve: known it to. I've never known it to stop. No, I don't ri.ink so.
Wo, it was)right novJIVL.Q a little can of kerosene settin down there in
the bottom. And just the fumes from that is all the lubricatbn that that
zlock needs, If you try to even the finest of wtch ail, if they have such a

thing, I suppose they do it woul still be too heavy and it would get gummy.

Put

J H:

hJusz‘the fumes of that kerosene is just all the lubrication that needs. And
that's been doin it for many, many years. But I'm sure it's the kerosene
that does it. And it does keep good time. If you was to call TI-48900 on
square

that phone and it with that you'd just be within a very, very few

seconds, I know. Well, that's how I have the clock. (Bieal)

way
I wasn't goofin off. is was, it was on a Saturday. And I had to cashier

I .
and I had to baggageman. And this fellah was sheepman. And h> hLad +h'“!‘
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about eight carloads of sheep to load and get on this train that lefr
at 1:45. Well, this train was also the mail train, see, and passenger.
And they had a connection at Palouse that the#wanted to make byall me:cns
because if you don't get the mail through, well, y'know, pretiy scon
maybe you won't have the &ntract so that's important. But this day this
sheepman watched them unload. Some days and nobody knows why, some days those
sheep can have one sheep go up, especially in the top deck, y'see, it was
two decks. On the lower deck they go np pretty good. But the upper deck, it's
a little higher and they'll take a bale 67 gheep up there, v'know. And there
were ~pherS that were afrdd. They'- get up there part way and they'd stampede
back down. And why, you akdmost have to carry em in till you get a certain
number in and then in they'll come. But then there's other days that they'll
walk right up there. Nobody knows why tat is. And they do it the same way
each time. But there's days they?i’ jfust go up fine and there's other days
they iight, get in those card . Well, these guys were workin out there,
all of em and the section crew was worxin too and they wasn’t s%%osed to,
it was the sheepmen that was supposed to load those sheep. But we had a section
crew around there, workin around the yards that day and I asked the foreman,
"It's gonna be tough," I said,'"gettin those sheep loaded and get em oueabecause
you'd load a car and then you'd have to move it by hand. Well, they have track
movers and bars and what not, vou know. Ypu have to move it up, then get
another empty in there. And they were loadin so slow this day, so slow and
it was on a Saturday. And this man, helad to get permission to Lri2 q‘lthose
sheep in, y'know, and he'd been in an awful fix, becauseithere wasa't a trait
dtil - Monday. No feed there, he'd have to've taken em back out and he’d have

to get permission from people and & lot of damage is done, gardens and what not.
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So to be c&rtain I was out there helpin, the baggageman washelpin,
the cashier was h=lpin. They were all, you kncw, tryin to get those sheep

= 'd 397

out. And well, this Gamble, he called me,'"How are they comin?" '"Well, pretty
good now. I don?t think it?ll be long." 'Well. you can hold maybe twenty
minutes more." "Okay.' I knew that twenty minutes was not enough, they
couldn't possible be done i- twsnty minutes. "And call me back." So
I called him back,'"No, theret!s still three or four cars et to load ."
"Well, we can't wait. dow," he says," you turn that tfin loose at'" and he
gave me & time. It was 2:20 or 2:30, whatever it was. He says,'You turn
that train loose at 2:30% we'll say. Well, I was about twenty-seven years old
then, I suppose. And the conductor was right there aside of me. And I took
the clearance that the conductor has to have before he can leave on and I

vest
just folded that up and put it in my ~ pocket and started out to the

sotckyards which is just Pm-at the end of th: depot. Conductor just grimnin,
$thin on him because he couldn't go until he had that clearance. And oh, Ifll
tell you, we worked “ike slaves out there. And I never went back into that
&iot, didn't report of nothin. And we cot the last sheep lcaded and got em
out of there. When I got back ir of ~~irse the phone was a-ringin and I
krew it would be, you know. And,"Couldn't get ya." '"No, I wasn't in here."
"WHh did the train get out?" I said,"Just now, I can still see it goin."
He said,"Didr't I tell you to turn that train loose at 2:30?" I said,"You
sure did, Mr. Gamble.'" Zingo! Down the receiver went. And I really thoursut,
"Well, I guess come Monday I'1l be out of a job." But yru know when yocufre
that young you donft worry too much about it. And I knew I could do the

work somewhere else if I couldnft work there. So all right, Monday, the

passenger train comes in, Mr. Gamble is the first one to step off of the
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.?“551“5(r ,came in. My baggageman and cashier was out there workin
the tmin, which they always did. X stayeﬁﬁnside and he came in and we
. . wh&"f’ﬂo-f
talked about everything under the sun. politics and baseball
but he never once mentioned the sheep.(ghuckles). Not a word was said
about that train Saturday. Of coursz I was really thankful. And I wasn't
about the bring it up. But he never said one word. Well, I stayed late
that night to be sure, and I'd made a few phone calls trough to Palouse.
And I had the assuraace that they woula hold for tlhet connection, y'see.
I knew that. And I had worked at Palouse before and for thet railroad.
And I thought I could depend on em, you know. And sure enough . that train
went through, the sheep moved, the connectim was made, the passengers

Yo mnil
made the Passenger +iere and, and everything. And besides we made a little
O
money, y'know with eight carloads of sheep. And satisfying  customer,
you might get his next sheep for the next year. Well, I guess over the
'p(’ob“\blY
weekend Mr. Gamble, thought about that, y'knew, a little bit. And
well, everything worked out all right. So he never said a word, not one
word. And I was really..He would have been justified. He actually would hav:
"

Hzen justified. If you can't take orders you canft work heref'And hetd

have been justified in doing it. But I was so set in getting those sheep

out that nothffy was going to stop me, and it didn't.
(End of Side E)

SAM: On the Monday morning train.
+housh
J H: I thought it was. However, he used to ceme up, ., about once a week,
you know. Sometimes it'd be a couple of w:eks. He'd be away soBtimes. Oh,

he didn't come up that often. No, I thought it was a little rare. But on

the other hand I sort of expected him. I really expected him. But I'm telling
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you, I was so astonished because he was so nice about everything. We
alittle br# ppovt of

just talk\sd abmlﬁ,' a " business, we talked other things too.
We talked zbout everything Lut what had happened Saturday. Not a word.

I wonder if he had decided in his mind for sure before he got up there and
taltd to you what he was going to do?

Oh, oh I'm sure he did. I'm sure that yfsee he had thte rest of the;aay
Sz.urd$ and all day Sunday an® half a day Monday. Oh, I’'m sure when he
seen th:-t that train got thro=2i: and made the connection and another thing

a ittle
the train beingAlate didn't cost him a penny of overtime for the train crew
I+
and I don't know whether they still have it or not. '~ had an vwosval deal.

—+hat was if
They paid em ten hours for a day's work if they worked over five.,1 If you
vorked over five hours you get paid for ten. So they always tried to get
their work done in seven or eight hours, never worked the ten, hut they paid
em fogten, But if you worked the f':11 ten you grnt no more than if you'd worked
five and a half hours.30 it never cost him a penny extra for train crew amnd
engine crew. And that connection made, the sheep got on their way, and the
mail went through,téﬁésengers went through, everything. So he tad all that
en a litte
to think about, ;- u know. And "" . money that came from it.
Fe: took a big gamble.
0
wheN yoUYe yoOoNg

He did, but yéﬁknow T itts differea:. I wouldn't have done
that same thirg twenty-five years afterwards, no. But)I don't suppose I
would. But at that time I did. But you see I had a gond reason to think that
everything wculd work out all right as far as makin that connection down there.

VJL‘” cOuuhave_,
Because those people *zfd me hold. Of course anything " happened
A

on the wag down, if there'd a been a de-reilment or a delay, you know, an hour

reach
more. No, they couldn®t have held because that train, Palouse, had to

. o NNECAION
Spokae by a certain time make the connections, y'see, for passenger comt
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for the east, but evervthing worked. No, he was réily justified though.
4‘ﬁ9wzd
AIf he'd a told me, '"Well, that'!s it, sorry." I woul have said,"Okay."
But I wouldnft have worried about z job because I knew I could do the work
and 1'd worked for the Great Northern before ard they told me,'Anytime
you want to come back we'll have a place for you." I'd have to startfés

a new man, of course. Wezl, it makes a difference 1in your age. And I owned

my house in Bovill, too, I'd bought it and paid for it. But it didn't m;%

any difference.

franscribed and typed by Kathy Blanton
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