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Tape 119 .3
CATHERINE MAHON

Clarkston, Lewiston, Juliaetta; b, 1906

ran beauty salon, florist shop 3.1 hours
minute page
Side A
00 1 Mother threatened with libel after reporting
on a Chamber of Commerce speech for the
Lewiston Morning Tribune. Her newspaper work -

typical problems. Albert Alford Sr.'s ability

to make a front page from a brief dispatch;
mother's care in taking down dispatches. His
playing-up''Lewistonians." Alford family
background. Liberalism of some southern Democrats,
like James Reid, the lawyer.

Mother couldn't have gotten as good a job if

she went to college at Lewiston Normal. An
early private college in Lewiston. Mother
stepped down from managing the Lewiston phone
company for a relative of the managers who was
dishonest. Mother became a field representative.
Mother's skill as a business woman, related

to her Quaker heritage. How they dealt with
limitations of opportunity. Mother didn't feel
comflict between career and marriage, although
many did; she was free in marriage to do what
she wanted. Strength in father-daughter
relationship advanced women's independence.
Greater freedom for women in the West. Great
friendliness of Westeners compared to Easterners.

13

Side B
00 12 A friendly meeting in "formal' Seattle. Friendliness

a part of Western environment. Only child has
greater responsibilities Fathers' protection
of daughters' rights. Affection important in
her family. Her father's displeasure over a
man yelling at his daughter, and over another
who made his wife split wood. Women in her
family felt free to express themselves.
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00 24
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She was raised in an advanced way: she was
always told the truth and was allowed to
listen to whatever the parents were saying.
Mother believed that disowning a child was
unforgiveable. She knew she had to mind her
parents, because their requests were reasonable.
Her frequent '"running away' to the neighbor's,
who was a close family friend. Mother's fear
for daughter's safety. Her friend wasn't
allowed to wear a see-through sleeve. Strict
upbringing of an Italian girl. Her friends'
conduct was based on their peer group.

Affluence made rebellion of youth more obvious.
Changing relations to being in style as people
grow older. She grew up with the truth about
Santa Claus. Adventurousness of those who

come to a new country; parents' progressiveness.
Dealings with her school children's belief in
Santa Claus. A girl who was determined about
her future.

Beginning of Clarkston. Mr. Libby got financing
for water supply from his wife's friends,
Charles Francis Adams family of Boston. Mother
bought land in Clarkston. Father gold mined

in Nome, Alaska, instead of investing in

Seattle downtown. Parents met in Burns phone
office: he got her a beer, and stole her a

fresh trout as a jpke. He idealized her; they
were quite different, but respected each other's
feelings. Their decisions were mutual; they
never thought of telling each other what to

do. Their marriage worked through friendship
and attachment to their child. Father's dislike
of Roosevelt and Wilson.

Parents' work in Clarkston - orchards are a
poor living for most. How father sold the
Potter orchard cherries to a rich buyer from
Chicago, who didn't notice the small size of
the fruit. This was a victory over the city
slicker, who usually cheated growers on their
produce.
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minute page

Side D

00 36 Clarkston's sense of propriety compared to
Lewiston. Manager of Lewiston cannery let
peaches degrade to peach butter despite her
mother's efforts as head woman. Varying
acreages in Clarkston. When mother's orchard
got no water, she turned off the water to the
orchards above hers for a cowle of hours,
and was paid as a ditchwalker rather than
prosecuted for her action.

09 39 Clarkston water was ditched from Asotin Creek.
Adams boys maintained Eastern aloofness; they
wouldn't recognize girls they'd danced with the
night before. An Adams' boy upbraided by
Mrs. Goddard for his lack of a coat at breakfast.
The Boston men in Clarkston, who ran the
townsite, though poor, kept up appearances. A
lawyer almost ruined himself socially in
Clarkston by getting drunk at a party. No
school dances allowed in Clarkston. Sales of
townsite company.

18 Lt It was very difficult for families to make a
living from their Clarkston orchards. Poverty
of the people - no money to paint houses,
unstylish church hats. Mother's skill with
making clothes and judging quality and style.
Need to maintain old clothes to keep in style.
Mother wore pants before most women. A woman
who claimed to love sewing. A Juliaetta girl
who made her friends wear pastel dresses to her
party. Father ran Juliaetta cannery from 1914-1918.

Side E

00 49 Although rather poor, her parents thought they
were as good as anyone in Clarkston. They
weren't involved in social life, which was
dull. Properness of Clakston. Father's
dislike of Juliaetta as a "one horse town,"
though he liked the people. His ability at
politicing from his New York Irish background.
Her family was  highly close-knit, spending
most of their time together rather than with
others.
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They attended Catholic Church, but felt somewhat
excluded by the German Catholics. The Klan
burned a cross on the Catholic minister's lawn
in Clarkston., Her mother was suspected of stealing
th e membership list from her superior at the
Tribune. Trying to discourage a young man

from belonging. A minister told father he got
$10 for joining up each member. All Catholics
except the librarian excluded from Clarkstond
leading ladies' club. Teasing an anti-Catholic
lady. Another Catholic girl was upset over
having graduation at the Christian Church, but
Catherine migssed her chance to argue with the
principal. Dislike of Klan.  Birth of a Nation
encouraged the Klan, and wad.éxtremely popular
movie to hit the area. The Klan was filled

with ignorant and bigoted people.

Her difficulty with German Catholic customs
teaching in rural school near Ferdinand - being
too "forward"; playing party games. Religious
attitudes of German woman she stayed with. A
German friend who's never been in the hospital.

Restrictions on registered aliens during World
Wars. She was raised without racial prejudice.
A Chinese Methodist in Lewiston; he returned

as an old man to be sure his wife had converted.
Mother's dealings with two Chinese at the Joss
House. Some wouldn't eat vegetables grown by
Chinese. Mother went to Chinese laundry.
Prevelance of Chinese cooks at hotels and big
ranches.

Japanese in Lewiston have been truck gardeners.
A family which wanted to pay money in gratitude
for their children going to school., Hostility
to them during war. Two very successful
Japanese growers from Seattle and their old
country wives.
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( 3 minutes)
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Blacks in Lewiston. Prejudice against a good
black family. Blue Pete 'held his own''; he
served a jail term for a white. Little
opportunity for mixing. A group of black
concert performers were denied first class
accomodations in Lewiston after World War II;
their coldness towards the audience. Attitudes
about dating another race or religion.

A black singer refused service in Pasco brought

a lawsuit. Division of attitudes among Southerners.
Insulting a Spanish woman who sang for a fund
raiser during the first war, embarrassing

her mother.

with Sam Schrager
October 21, 1976
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This =ni=n conversation with Catherine Mahon took place at the Luna House
Museum in Lewiston, Idaho on October 21, 1976. The interviewer is Sam Schrager.

CMe Chamber of Commerce banauet, she reported onngspeech. And somebody saild,
one of the speakers said he was sorry, but we were not going to be represented
3"“\>Mgiu because our representative was a VeILY, very sick man. bould be unable.
This was very regretable. Well of course, if you uwere that sick, you should
resign, somebody else be appointed. And the man had no intention of resigning,
he was going to Olympia. Ancd while my mother thoroughly agreed with the man
who was doing the talking, tha t it didn't do much good to have him there,
but he was goinge. She gave this statement once. And the other man jumped
him, "I am going, you had no right to say that. I'11 sue you."So he said,
on
"] yas misquoted.'” And with a very great big long speech yﬁyAl fiat he was
misquoted. And the paper probably stick to my mother's utter disgust, because
she felt that she should have been backed up a little petter. But calmed
down a little bit when one man, ministerjngg given an invocation at the
thing said, well, there were over tetuween two and three hundred people at
the banguet. And he said it not once, but at least a half a dozen times in
my memory that he wants two hundred and fifty people to think he's that much
of a liar, why I don't think we need tc wOTTY, let him go ahead and sputter.
. : thoogrt Ahect” .
And so she finally calmed doun about it andnmel alright, let it go.
55: what had she said?
CM: She reported that he had said that it was too bad we couldn't be represented.
since our representative was a Very sick man. And he had said it repeatedly,

that he wouldn't be there. And probably he belirved it and then it wasn't

an'¥
true, hekuerified his facts and the other man's gonna sue him for saying
‘( C’({ @C‘" d
something he shouldn't said, so he, by saying he was misgquoted.

55s Did she work for the Tribune very long?

CM: Well, she worked in the Clarkston c<tice for four years probably.

55: Did she enjoy it?

CM: COh yes, very much. She ran a little paper in Juliaetta for a while. Then she

worked on the Clarkston paper when shefééﬁé down here. They asked her to work
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and she did. Then that man went cver to the Tribune and she went too. And
worked for a uhile.ﬂgﬁé liked it.
Dic¢ she acktcually run the Juliaetta paper?
Oh yes. And she wrote her first editorial and she was quite pleased with
it. She said she hoped that when the Green took on a more somber hue that
L . . et
she would do certain things and the girl setting the type, thougna, she
didn't like this 'somber hue' business, so she said,'take on a mcre rosy
shade'!, and mother was horrified.(laughs)It wasn't a bit what she wanted.
She was almost in tears.'My first editcrial and its ruined!"(laughs) Because
the girl setting the type didn't like the idea of a somber hue. So(laughs).
Ani'then of course, I grew up around newspapers somewhat. Anc the arguments
Jthey used to have over people, two people were getting married an generally
somebody on each side wanted the bigger schpiel. And they would come and tell
her something more to make another inch on the thing, and something else.
In those cases she'd try to make the space equal. Because there you were.
Was that the substance of the Juliaetta paper, the social neus?
Well, it was _argely the local news. Local things, because it was a weekly
and people would get, there were some comments on nationel things. I'm sure
when we were at wag, WuWl was on, why you, probably certain things. But, and
news, oh general nature, too, but you didn't try to compete on the basis of
the daileys. You didn't belong to a wire servicei{you were that small a paper.
She didn't get the filler?
Oh, you get filler, but you didn't get the wire service. Uhen mother was in
Lewiston and the Tribune was starting, they began to get their wire service.
First it was just a small little bit and from that little bit, Mr. Alfpdd,
flbert Alfoed, Sr. coulc make a whole front page. He was very good at it,
nke
course M was very condensed , the whole thing was just,a telegram, just
extremely convinced. And if one wortg was wrong, you might lose your meaninge.

And it came by telegraph to Walla UWalla and was phoned into Lewiston. Lewiston

handled the telegraph business but there was no telagto}W\ here.

And so once in awhile, if she took it, she'd check back if it didn't make
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sense and say, Now you haven't got thagglgﬁpeat it, Check back. And so on

and so forth. No. And she would argue back and make them go back and check

maybe back further, magbe back up a little bit on it. But for a while they

had hired somebody that was court stenographer type of thing to take it. But

he just took it down. They liked it better when she did it. Because she was

very careful about...

The Tribune?

Gh ves.

Careful about ghat?

The wording. Because one word could make a difference, a meaning when it was

such a short, brief bit that they were paying for. You paid for how much you
5houtd

got. And they were paying for a small emount. It @ be very condensed, and

in this condensed state if you made a mistakeeaes

Then they would take that and blow it up and rewrite it? You could do that

without changing the meaning?

Ch yese. He could do that. He was very good. Albert Alfokd 5r. was quite a

scholar. All his books had it in the flyleaf of 'stolen from the library

of Albert Alfogd'. And he really was, he was a scholarly man. Very bright.

And really quite a brain. He was very good with writing. Course, he did it

with a flourish of the '380's. He liked to talk about the Lewistonians. Spokane

couldn't say Spokantonians very well, so theylﬁ%?%, Spokanites, and that

wasn't as good, Spokanites, wasn't as pretty and good a sound, so he liked

to play that up. Sut he was really a scholar. And read QY'@“f dewl masiwell

educated man. And a Southern auctleman, really.

Did he educate himself?

I think it was William and Mary.

That's a good school,

Oh yes. 1 thimQIQ T Vel that school. And I think in the family that has

quite often been the school. I think the father, fhe first ones at least,

went there.

Qid”'t they have a newspaper in Juliaetta for a while?
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Yes they did. They used toc go up and edit the paper and one at Kendrick. There

maﬁ?gaough money to be made in Lewiston so they did these other things too.

One day they were here and one day they were there.

But they were headguarted in Lewiston?

Headquarted in Lewiston. A&nd when Leuiston was big enough, why he worked in

Lewiston.

Did you hear how they got started in Leuwiston?

Not exactly. There were quite a few people coming west, coming northwest.

And Lewiston was kind of a center. They maybe looked at the map, too, and

decided. And they came up the head of navigation, as it were, probably came,

I think they came in on the boat with a printing press, probably. And tried

ite Liked it and stayed.

Was it the Tribune to start with?

I think it was, but I'm not sure.

'Did they always have liberal convictions?

Yes thesy were, of course, Southern, Democrats. Homeve{4 they had been North

ved

enough not to have, really, you knou, reflect anyﬁracial prejudice or

anything that way. ‘

Jhat state wesre they froﬁ{

Well, here from Texas, but I think they had come from farther east originally.

And their father was a professional lobbiest. Their father.

Albert Alfowd's father.

Ur huh. Yas a professional lobbiest. In Washington D.C. That was his business.

And their sister that I met I know lived in Texas, Mrs. Evanse. But I think
farther +ype

they were from pn :east. I always had a feeling that they were the you

would find in Virginia. But they hza<d come west and at that time thsy came

here from Texas. But they were a Southern family. And my mother was Fiss Lauras,

Mrsf4““r“k“n was Miss Georgia. And they aluays, that way. But they were mora.“y

liberal than some Southeners. Becauss they had come north and mixed., And

t
without some of the pajudices that some of the South had. That was guite often

i e ’ ! |~
true. Now, there vas a lawyer here, Mr., Regd, James Redd, was from the South
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too, and he was from I think, South Carolina. And they were very strongfriends.

Thay were very much aliks. Brains, esducated, Southern people. And now, he
was much more liberal. But when his deughter was up here visiting, she uwas
a® new

the old South and a black,n we would say, nigro(sic) she would really, she

thought they should step off and stand in the gutter til she walked by. That
now

was her feeling. Very definetely. They were not anything that way. But,her

father didn't have that feeling. He had lived in the North. He had become

more liberal. And of course, they stayed Democrats.And the Democratic party

is more or less a liberal party. But they had become more liberal on race, andf

quite a feuw other things.

ilere they very active in early day Lewiston's affairs?

Oh yes. They, well they didn't run for office, but they were keenly interested.

The Alfowds?

0h yes, always keenly interested in the community. As I say, they didn't them-

selves run for office, but they were very keeq%y8%0§ggfsggg they liked certain

people.

Was the Democratic party very strong here?

No.

It sure was u p north,

WUell, no, it wasn't., It wasn't so strong.

They sere the minority.

: They were the minority and it may have been something about supporting the

k
[
underdog, too. One man,my mother knew very well came through here. He uwas

editor of the peetry journals and things and came judging at fairs. He was

: Ane
also, Southern gentleman. And he said he always betonged tohmlnorxtyparty.
When he was in Louisianz he had been a Republican. But as soon as he moved
over to Pierce County, he was a Democrat, because the Democrats were in the
mz jority. And it may have been a little of that, but I think that trulv, that
was the only party.

Did your mother have the clence to go to college?

Uell, probably. There uweren't colleges around tho 2 %me wh R :
= - -« When she was in
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Palouse she went to what was called Spokane College. But it was Jjust like
going to high school. And 'bout the only ones that graduated that'd do anything
that you'd consider that way were the ones that'd been out to preach. It was
a Methodist college. And after she had come to Lewiston, finally she thought,
she could quit and go to the Normal. But the job wouldn't be as good as what
she had when she got throuch, so she stayed with what she had.Moscou was Just
really a new college. Pyllman was a neuw college., She remembered when it wuas
located. When they were going to locste Pullman she was ’nﬂhg ﬁ)fhbﬁf)Appalcusa,
they would get the college. It vas going to go to uWhitman county, and actually

growny "
the lay of the the best masAPalousa. But they thought, well we'll
enter it, so they wanted a good price for their land and so forth. Colfax
had wanted it, but they didn't have a good location for it in their narrou
valley, and they had the county seat. And Pullman really got in and uworked.
And they offered them this, that and the other to locate, so they went there.
And of course, at that time Moscow started, and it was a small, it was a
rather small school too. There were a lot of things called colleges that
uﬂéﬁfﬂy
weren't really colleges. Lewiston had had one, times. It was compleiély
gone when she came here. And it was calle a college. And President Turner
4u 0Nt

and his son had school at Palouse and boarded at my qgrandmother's
place. And she had attended this school.

55: President Turner of thd defunct Lewiston college?

CM: Oh yes. His pame had been Turner. And one of his deughtec's had married the

H““thn‘gg;gg;an,AweJ; rather cultured people, but I guestioned how much of a

college it was.

w
w
'

It was private?

CM: Yes, it was private. And there were a lot of those around, but actuall I
) ! ’ )
X
don't think\ﬁhey were too much. They were in a tent.

[#]
w
.o

How did she mect your father?
Cls: Oh she was sent by the telephone company to Burns, Oregon. The company was
buying up little comganies, and they bought that one. And the man that was

the Northeest traffic manager, Mr. Bush'liked my mother very muche He uwas
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considered quite difficult. They wsre all afreid of him, more or less, but
some way or other my mother was rather pred/se , I guess didn't have much
to hide and h=2 liked her. And when they decicded they wanted a maen for mansger
in Lewiston, well they wantec a place for a brother-in-law of some other man,
st she cuzl? have stayed herz as chief operator,
Had she been manager?
8h, she was manager, definétely. And she didn't want to do that. But she
could go to Portland, take this training, and then be & kind of a field rep=
resentative, which sounded like, and it was, a good job.
This was a relative ofees?
Uell they uwere sending a relative here.
To be the manager?
Uh huh., He had too.big an ideafebout being a manesger and he had to make up

Opg(a+0f
the monsy he took. So after auwhile her chied " as the manager and they gave
it back to a woman.
dYoman was in kind of a vulnerable position.
Oh well yes. You know, there weren't too many jobs open for women. And they
thought that a man for a little while, but -as I said, they burned their

ot Ahe

fingers on that one guite a bit. He being a relative of two,officers of the
company, they didn't let him go to the penitentiary, they made up the money.
But he didn't stay as manager. But in the upset mother had gone to take this
job and her job would be to go in where they bought a company, and standardize
it and put it ipto reqular shape.
Is this where she had the hard time getting the room at the hotel?
Dhyes. It was in Burns, Oregon. The next place she would have gone would have
been Yakima. Companies were new then. Andee.
She must have been pretty good manager, had good skills.
Uh she did have. She could train an operator and she could standardize the
books and do all of that.

Do you think it was unusual at the time for women to get in that position?

Well, there weren't too many opportunities, let's say it that way. There
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were plenty of women, probably, that could and things, but there weren’t
too many opportunities. There were not very many places gpen. WYomen, there

aocﬂ—p('b
were women ° » sure. You could be a doctor or you could be a lawyer,
but it was very unusual. Had a pretty hard time in school,
What were the gqualities that made her a good business woman?

aloihity
Well, probably, this may sound funmny, but she had & 6(541» to be very exact
in detail. And she was a great, she was a very energetic worker. She was very
persistent. She set her course, she stayed there. She was very determined
to go on and finish anything she did. Very, very determinded, egasily
turned aside. And her mother was a businesswoman. She'd becomes a milliner,
which was one of the few things open. And maybe it was a little bit of the,
you know, the Uuaker women were a little bit that way. They were inclined
»thn

to do that. sthey were from a fuaker heritage. To a degree. And you can
look back at the Quakers and they were, every once in awhile, the women did
guite a bit. They were rather persistent in the, they did do quite a feu things,
They were, and they were strong sufferages. That was a Quaker trait. And
while my mother waBn't a Quaker, and her mother, becauase she wasn't raised
with it, still there was that feeling. And it was in the background, I guess.
That a woman had just the same rights as a man. And they were realists, they
would do what they could, they wouldn't try to do sonething that they couldntt
do. "If I cen't do this or I can't do that, airight, we'll co that." That's
good too.
You think your mother was aware of the limitations she had to labor under?
Ch yes, of coursee.es

Being dominated.

: Oh she knew that. Of course they all knew that. 5till, she aluays voted,.

Because women here were given rights. e never hat the 6truggles that they
did in Texas or New York, or some of those nlaces. Women out here in the UWest
weze given more tights. My mother always voted. That was nothing she had to

struggle for.
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55: People now don't secem toc be too aware of how limited opportunites were.
CM3: Well they were so much bLetter than they uwere in other places. And women have
always been able to,"Alright, I can't do that very well. I won't get along
very well at the council, so I'll get a man to do what I mant?%g dol"
(laughs) women have done that and they stilﬁﬁo. Because, if they'll lisszen
to someone else, as long as he puts on the ideas I want, fine. And we do it
to this day., Women do, If it's going to be better and you're paying for a
man on TV, you may not want to do the talking yourself if you think a man's
voice is going to be more pleasing. Okay, let him go ahead and sell it. But
it's my article or it's my, what I want,.
55: Was it a difficult decision for your mother to get married? Givinoc up her career?
CM: Oh no. No, she had quit. and hesr father, was getting old and she had ensugh
means that she thought she could manage. And she had quit anyway. Working.
She was working when she met my father. But she wasn't working away from home
at that tim=2. No. And she hard been engaged before that. She was engaged, but
he died, cne of the Buffalo Hunt boyse. Thz Buffalo Hunt mine, you know. And

oh na, that uwas something that she expected probably to ba married.

55: It's. been my imnression like if you taught, it was the policy tc have written
in the contract, that you can't teach anymore if your ware marrisd.
CM: Ch vyes.

n

It seems like at that time women were forced to chooss,
N | Al 0
Chs: Oh yes. That was more or lessnthe way it was even when 1 was teaching, A littlc

(6]
e

bit. Some of them, there were married women %teaching, but it was a little
epasier. You might get a job teaching in your home district if they knew you
and they think,"Well, now we'll let firs. So and so do this. That'll keep the
monay at home and she's a good teacher."But if you were applying for a job
away from there, it probably entered into it. And,'cause they would,"uell
is he going to live here or what? What are they goino to do? Is she going

to be going home every weekend or what?" It was in a little bit. It was
aluays considered. It was probably a handicap in certain jobs. And then

during the depression there was a feeling about one member of a family having
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And that should be the man if nossihle.
CMs Gh yese. And so, well, they were spreading it around. And of course women,
those times, sometimes had difficulties. Especially if she were married and

still wanted a career and work. Then she was in trouble.

w
Ul
.e

But your mother, being restricted to the sphere of home didn'teees

CM: Noe. She knew she'd do just as she pleased after she was married Jjust as much
as she would before. That didn't enter into it at all.(laughs) She waen't
a bit worried about that, I don't think,.

55: Your father understood that too?

Tt W
* kj . They worked together a

CM: On yes. He never thought, never thought
great deal. But, no, he might like it or he might.not like it, or she might
like it or not like it, but that was... Oh no, it never occurgd to him to
be that way.

55: But it seems like a lot of men had expectations of their wives.

pn e ’
CN:RJell, he didn't . He had a very defingte feeling that women's rights should

be effected and remember, he had just a daughter. And a daughter that he thought

a lot of. And he wanted that daughter to be treated just the way he wanted
to, so he would defend women's rights. You see,that's probably why, we don't
have more conflict, after all, all the women have a father that probably
thought a heck of a lot of them. And maybe the women have a son that they're
very concerned with and they want that son to have privileges. So you see,
it balances out. There's that about it. Wasn't it Theresa of Austria whose
father wanted her to be abiz to have the throne and he did everything he
could because it was against the law, but got it changed, because he had a
daughter and he wanted her to be able to succeed. See it all comes in. It
should, but it comes in more from father and daughter than mother and son,
probably than it does from husband and wife, ip lot:z »f cases, because it
probably could be more conflict there,"I'll take care of you, now you do
what I say.” But a father doesn't want somebody bossing his daughter that

way. He wabts, his daughter is very special.
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55: That was true of you and your father?, 0h, my goodness, yes. He adored me,

[92]
[43]

[

)

Y
.

absolutely adored me. I was an only child. So ‘noway did he want anything

to be against the rights of women.(laughs)That would be affecting his most

precious thing. So of course not. But as I zay, I don't think the women in

this area had as much problems as they did in some other places. I think that

Mrs., Pabl lawyer's wife, I know she said,"Well you know Catherine, we

have had it on a silver platter always. We've always had privileges and rightg, "

And it was true.

You think of it as Western thinking?

Well, it.uwas very typical of the west and it wasn't typical of all of the

east, Now there were probably spots,but, no I think that was more western.

A greater feeedom. Actually, anybody came west, the women shared all the

hardships and were expecting, then, the results of it. And they homectcaded

too, remembar. And they took up land. Maybe husbands and uwives togzther so that

they'd have a bigger ranch, but then, they had their rights. And women ran

businesses. In the west. They probably did in the east, but there weren't

so many other, there were a few businesses in the town. Nou the one thing

they didn't do in the begining was in the stores, they didn't clerk. They

were men. You bought your ribbéns from a man. It was, Vollmer hired women

in his store. But a lot of the stores, they were just begining to a little

bit in the 90's in a lot of stores. Well, probably it was an eccnomic thing,

because it was a general store, maybe they'd have to sell the ribbon and move
L™

A berrel of sugar. It probably had an economic thing, but we think of clerks

so often, so many of the clerks as being women. Bu® they were in the begining

men. There were very few women cleris, except maybe in a milliner store.

But the women ran uotels,in Lewiston anaie Tremble ran the saloon. It was

Hank and Annie's saloon, but Annie ran the saloon, because Hank had to stay

on the ranch, and besides, he might drink. So she ran the saloon because sho

wouldn't.It happened that women dic run a lot of businesses. But the one thing

they didn't do that in my young time, the one job oren to women was to be

a clerk. That was one of the things you could do.
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55: It sounds like the reason it was that way was because with the west Jjust opening
up, they needed people to fill jobs.

CM: I think that had a lot to do with it. I think it undoubtedly did. And there?s
always been & greater freedom out here. I can remember when we went east and
visited Syracuse, New York anc I was coming west and my urcle, I was 16, and
he was telling me how to behave, on the way."If a strange man approaches you,
you freeze them with a look. You are not to speak to strangers. Strangers
don't speak to you, don't need to worry." And that was true to Chicago, where
he had arranged for me to be met by friends. So I had a nice time in Chicago.
Then to Omaha, and that was another overnight trip. And then coming west,
everybody on the car, I knew everybody. Freeze them with a look my eye. There
was a fatherly man that knew about all the different interesting things and
he talked. There was one motherly woman that was quite that way. There uas
one young girl my age and we went to lunch together. We had a grand time,

Freeze them with a lock! Everybody knew everybody and cverybody talked. And
all of a sudden that was fine, I was home, I was west. But nobody talked to
you back east. You didn't need to worry about freezing anybody with a
look. There wasn't anything doing. Strangers were strangers. You didn't speakees

(End of side A)

55: Got acquainted.

CM: "Isn't that something to look at? Look at this. And how 'bout that. And uwhere
are you from? And I'm so and so." It was just a different"LL“75

55: It was that dramatic a difference.

CiM: Bh yes. Very very definete difference. And of course.l can remember, 1 was

going to Spattle. A friend of mine and everything sounded okay enough to

my parents. Ope afterncon she said,"NOu Catherine, you be sure and wear your
Be oot X0 do it
hat and your ngVes.&After all, Seattle is much more of a city and you won't
Fredrck and Neloon's
be." 8nd I was there and I had an old time, and I was looking at, window,

it was after hours. And I remember the woman next to me standing there looking

X . . .
at y and it was war time,WWII time and she, we looked at something and commented

about something in the Window. very matrimal o mmed b s e o
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where are you from?" Because from all over . " talk. You don't come
A,H’\erl/
up to strangers in SEattl%e"You wear your hat and you wear your gloves. And
we were west and it was ridiculous. There was a western +hng, 1 don't mean
you do everything, but I think Yesterners are different and I know that Mrs.
Taylor, this is Kay LaRue, she's Taylors of Peck. And she told about
talked about going on a trip. And they had gone, I think, to Alaska, And how
different, you could tell the western peonle right away, from the eastern,
because we talk. We were more friendly. I suppose its '"Howdy, stranger.’ But
its our way of doing it. And its part of the west that any strange person
. no.o from -

came to your door they'd probab¢yﬂcome a long ways :f the ranch, and it was
the correct thing to invite them in to share hospitality, you aluays offered

them a night's lodging and food. And if you didn't there was something very

, and

ot

wrong with you and you were very unpopular. And that was the cld uwes
I suppose its an outgrowth of that. That we have had that. You had te be rather
open and friendly if you were going to survive.

55: I wonder if that had something to do with the easier time women had?

€M: I think so. I think it was the whole thing.The whole bit. Just natural. fore
open out here.

55: Talking about the relaticnship with your father being a close one...

CHs Oh, verye.

§5: I'm interestede. I'm an only child too.

Jou'fe AlSD  gIven Now
ChMs wellyooafllba+~ responsibilities.,

remember that. An only child has the
responsibility when times come if there's a family and mother's sick, there's
two people or three or four to make the decisions. If you're an only child,
maybe you are front and center alone. And there's a lot more responsibility
with being an only child., It isn't all velvet. I remember a teacher at
Cheney said,"All the only children hold up their hands. Now, look at all

the spoiled children!™ And I didn't know what to say then. I didn't know houw

o handle it. So I said nothing. But I would say, now look at all the res-

ponsible ones. They're going to have to face a lot of decisions. You are the
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only children in a family, very responsible. "Cause you are it. You have Lo
frent and center. An only child has, they have to face right from the begining

,n'*hk*
that they are thz only hone their folks hav%c If they disappoint them, just
think what it ise. If there's tuwo or three, well Let Suzie do it, or let John
do it. But when you're the only Dna,l'}”5 front and center.

58: po you think that makes for a closer relationship with the parents?

ClM: I don't know. I think that's individual differences probably.

55: But this special closensss betuwean father and daughter, do you feel that that
is a pattern in a lot of families, or do you think that's unusual for you?

Cis No, I think there are other fathers, but I think mine is especially good.that
r3ye But I think there probably are other fathers. I knou of some that just
sSimol¥yes

55¢ Adore their daughters?

CM: COh yes. Take Mr. Earl. His 1life is wrapped up in their daughtegéacompletely,
its{laughs) it's just such a natural thing. Why Valerie is everything. to
him, Jjust everything. 5he is to her mother too, but very very special to
her father. I know I said to Tony, well I aluways knaw that if I sver did any-
thing Jjust terrible I coulcd go to my folks and they would help. But I aluays
knew that my father would say,"NOu don't feel bad, Dolly, we'll holp you.!
And my mother would say,"What in the world did you do that for?*We'll help
you." She said,'Well, that's about the way it would be with us. What in the
world did you do that for?"Rnd of course, she'd help her. And her father,
"NOu don't feel bad."

55: You think the father would be less judgemental and more supportive?

CM: It would come out first, "Don't feel bad,"

[*2]
w
.

what makes that special qualitiy where a father would be closser to his daughter
than to his son?

CM: I don't know that he necesaarily would. But he would not, any father of a
daughter would not want that daughter to be harmed by any other man. And he
would want her to have rights, Because while he might think he could

be trusted to be right, he wouldn't want to trust any other man to treat her
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would fight for that. He would want her to have property rights, a fairness

. . Somé-
to be secure in her rights. He wouldn't want her to be dependent on ‘body
else. He might think it was alright for her to be dependent .on him, but not

<

on anybody else. And of course, a husband thiqggﬁ%lright for his wife, things
depend on him. But the father isn't going to think that. He's not going to
trust the other guy that much. And the mother isn't going to trust the young

,W\fk{ . ) ! Lo -+
woman ‘muche She's geing to want ner son to he cofected. So she d64Sn'Fa the

r
lost toc much the other way. She would know what to say if the wife has every-
thing. If she has a son she'll say,"uell no, he ought to have rights." So
that's mainly what keeps the laws a little bit equal.

I've had the impression that a lot of families belisve that you shouldn't

show affection for your kids. That it was important to raise them with a sense
of discipline, that's a rather old country idea.

I think that probably varied with the Countri@s, but iz wasn't an Irish way.

My father was Irish and he would remember how much affection there was in

his family. That his father could come in, he ran a quarry, and he had stayed

out toc long and gotten his feet cold and hou his father would rub them with

+he pest .
snow, which probably Wgepfa for him, we know it now, but he thought it was.

And never complain and do all these things for them and never complain a bit,
Ur anything that way. And so affection was a thing, it was in the family.
And my grandfather, my mother's father thoughteW”Wmuﬁbf his family, was

very affectionate toward them and his wife, who hadn't had it, _ecause she
had not been raised in the kindness, but she wanted her childran*toc have it.
S0 she was very, sc basically in our families on both sides. I think if my
mother hadn't shown me affection my father would have wanted -0 murder her,
and 1f _he hadn't, she would have wanted to murder him. They wouldn't have
dared not to. And they naturally did feel it, but it was no, there was nothing
of that, and they did not like it when other people didn't.

To their children?

ok

Ch wse I know my father was so madh one man who worked at the cannery in

JUliEEtta, anything I did for my father was,"0h how nice and beautiful." And
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this little girl came cdoun with his lunch. And I guess she was maybe five
mirutes later than he wanted her to be. I don't know. She was a very nice
9irl. "yYell ceme on there and hurry up!" And he wes just real cross with her.
And never any.. and my father would have said how nice I was to bring him
his lunch. I wculd have been an angel abecolutely. Anc if he had a nickel I'd
have had it for ice cream cone or some reward, and oh, he would have made
a big todeo over me. I would have been really just more than made over. And
he, well I suppose it would make it worse for her if I said anything, but
it was all he could dc to keep from reazz;liyst Plowing up and telling that
man off. Just hard, you could almost grit his teeth. The ig¢acf him being
that way to his little girl! UWas very, just oh. The man didn't know how he'd
displeesed his boss with hime. If it wculdn't have been hard on the child
I'd have 4%r¢d +hew. , was his feeling about him. He just did not like that
et alll He never liked it, course he never liked it when a man imposed.
can remember that there was a couple in Burtons, the man hunc around the
saloons and he said, he'd see his wife out in the sncu splitting kindlizn
wood or splitting wood and my father thought that “as the worst thing of all,
if & man didn't split the wood, because they had wcod tc burn, and the
woman had to do that, why that was just simply, that was absolutely disgraceful.
The ranch, he had to hire a cock and roustabout and she was the only one he
could get and he came into town and he hired hez and her husband. He said,
"Well at least for once he's got to split her wood. While he's wcrking out
on the ranch he's got to keep that stove, she doesn't split her own wood at
least for months. Worthless blankety blank." But that was the feeling he had.
Oh, he was most indignant. That was one of the things. You saw a woman at
the woodpile. He would have had to been very, very sick for a long time before
he, and then he would have thought if he could possibly crawl out he should
do that. That was not a woman's job. They might do other hard work, but that
was, what with things, they'd evidently been taught very definetely, that

was not a woman's job.
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Do you think that extended to things like millking couws?

To @ degree. Not as much, but to a degree, yes. I think probably in their

family it dide. I think probably my father's family, it was pretty much that

way. You would have, Ianrmql%{lk the cow even if there was a man around

to do it. And on the other hand, you might sprout oats for your chickens and

in the house and the woman should be perfectly willing to have that much of

mess, because it would be better for the chickens. And she shouldn't be that

much of a fussy housewife. If you needed to do that, you shouldn't do it,

But I know my grandfather on my mother's side felt that a man should orovide

finacially, although- his wife always did things, but she did them because

she wanted to. But he still felt that he shoulc see that there was ham and

so forth for the *table.

which is the same attitude that your father had.

Yes. To quite a degree. They had:Zittle different approaches on it, different

culture, but yes, they both, and it never occurred to either one of them to

object to what their wives would do. I'm sure my grandfather never thought

he should. If Emily wanted to do it, why, Emily could do it. He might speak

up and say, it mas a picnic, which was one of the, they didn't have very much

amusement, and maybe they'd have a picnic and everybody go. It wouldn't be

say, there's going to be a picnic in Asotin and e a whole day outing. He'd

say,''Ch we won't bother with that.," And my grandmother probably wouldn't say.
Hnes

And\ being a lot younger would maybe have wanted to go. And

I know my mother said she didn't realize the difference in aqe, because of

course,it was a fact of life, and her brother was visiting, and he was older

than his wife. Cyrus was older than Rachels. And bhere was a picnic going on.

I guess my grandfather was away. But Cyrus says,"Ch we won't bother to Go

there." And to her brother she would say more than she would to her husband

that way. She saic,™Now lock ahere, Cyrus, vyou're a:fgibglder than Rachel.

You just get busy and you take Rachel to that picnic.’ She would enjoy going."

And she said we had a big fight over it and I realirzed that probably she felt

'8y, Because generally the picnics we weht to were when he was gone
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and she took the children and went. And probably didn't go very much uwhen
he was there, because he didn't want to bother. And if hengidn't want to go,
50’"‘**" 9

she didn't make an issue of it. But if she wanteda .y my grandfather saig
no, I want to go soc and so, and she always had her way. She wouldn't do it
unless it was important.

S5t Your mother felt the same way,.

CMs It neover occurred to my mother that she wouldn't expeess her views. Nevar

occurred to her not to.

Y

In your upbringing, how did they treat you? To be responsible?

[ép]
175
.e

CMy Yes, I think ouite a bit. They uwere rather advanced.Il think I was treated
much more modern ideas than most children in ny group. I think I was very
fortunate in that. I was never lied to, 1 was told the truth. As soon as I
was interested enough to want to, in every linme. Anything was discussed in

front of me. from family finances to peclitics to morals to anything =lse.

un
And children don't pay attention il they're old enough to grasp it. finc
Just as you gradually do, it comes as no great shock. I was treated in a

lyjvery advanced way. I remember an acgquaintance of my mother's aaving,

o]
Ly ]
@]
o
)
o
ot

"I told them they couldn't do that, they certainly, they couldn't come home.,"
1
And mother had said, I would never say that. Because Catherine could aluays

il
come home, Nc matter what she did. '

1 o wrong?"

Jt

aren't you afraid she'll

&)
(&)

. .M ~
bit afraide. (laughs) And of course,

ct

And my mother said,“Mo I'm not the leas
the thing 1s, that a child that is loved that much doesn't want to hurt their
folkse And they would hate like the dickens to disappoint them if thoy cnly
realizud:? s but if they're taking that other attitude, you might want to
do it to spite 'em. But these parents, but that was 2y folks, they were
very much that way, and theﬂkrowned on anybody that wasn't, They didn't like
people that weren*t good to their children. Thay didn't like anybody to cast
anybody out. My mother was very bitter about anybody that did that,

55¢ Cast their ocuwn children out?

CM: Oh yes. She thought they had a deal to answer fer. One wealthy man, his daughter
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had-

had had a child out of wedlock, and they cast her, oh no. And that
child had grown up, I think that it was maybe a grandchild that he ramembered
in his will rather definé%ely. Had tried to do quite a bit for. The,mother
said,"Well he was trying to ease his own conscience, but I don't think it
was too effective, because?she as far as she was concerned, he had been
inexcusable. And of course she would never have allowed her husband to take
that stand and she felt that his wife had been one of those weak things that
wouldn't speak her own mindg and ths idea. If she couldn't help it, why
couldn't she?(laughs) She was very young. And very critical of people that
did that.,
] YOQ Yooy

58 Uid they believe in tetting make own decisions, or did they believe

in discipline?

CM: Oh,you had to mind. I mean the sky wuld faiz on me if I said I won't do
something I was asked to do. At least I thought it would. I knew they wouldn't
really hurt me, but I still thought the sky uvouid absolutely fall on me. I
never, I always had to mind. And never occurred to me not to. Because I had
been started that way. When I was quite young, I know that I was playing
and my mother was working and she had a woman hired that was working and I
think they were ")  a small cannery. And this woman, whose husband diﬂﬁ?
support her, wusn't worth a hoot, was having guite a time, but my mother liked ner
very much. And she was trying to earn all the money she could, so she uwas
working as hard as she couid, it was piece work and she salid to har daughter,
"Mary, biIring me another bucket of the fruit," and then it would be, help her
that much. Or pan, of fill it, it was something, a child could do. And Mary
and T were playing. And Mary just went right on playing. And she didn't bother.
And she asked heﬁ? and mother knew that she was getting out of it, kind of
worried and she said,"Catherine, get Mrs.kewnmav that " and I dids It never
occurred to me not to., And she said,"I didn't realize it embarrassed Mrs.
Hennman

so much. She said,"She minds! But it never occurrecd to me, because

I would bave had ta, that would have been reguired absolutely. I think I

was given the understanding that it was not an unreasonable request. I was never
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imposedig;, I was never made a drudge. I never had to to a lot of uoric., 3u*
if I was given the request, there was a resson for it, I'd sure do it
If I sas told to keep still, I kept still. Because my mother had a reasan
or she wouldn't tell me to. I think I knew that verv young, and 1 knew that
I should.Dhprs, defipetely, I had bo mind. Just abzolutely, I was indulged
a great deal too, and I knew that. And I knew the requests came from mama.
But of course, like =211 kids, I did a lot of th;bgs I shouldn't have done,

Naturally, I got intc everything. I knew that basically that if I dJid certain

things, I'd be in trouble, surs.

But you did them anyways sometimes?
Ch once in a while, sure.
Like what?
My father went after me. I ran away from home every day of the world for a
while there. fAnd this time he had gone after me, ne was leading me home very -
nicsly' I wvas small, and he lifted me over the irrigation ditches so
I wouldn't get my fest wet. And I was mad and I didn't want to come homs
so I stuck my feet in the water. My mother said I was quite huffy. He said
) . . , . . LY .
"Don't say anything to her,™ I found out afizr. I pacddled here(lauchs) Imagine
peind
Alif‘tid very carefully cver She water and then sticking your feet in. My
poor father. He really didn't want me to feel very bad,.
Why were you running away from home?
& road was there to be walizzd on and I couldn't see any reason not to. Sco
I ran.
1 m S
How old zre you?
I suppose I wes four, I was young. And I ran away to the Clsons most of “he

Chs

et

time, and k was understood more or less that I could 50 there, she would
call up and tell mother not to worry. lother said she'd straighten up and
she'd sece my sunbonnet bobbing up and down going over therec. I was made at
home there. I had to mind Mrs. Olson Just like I would at home. It was kind

of company there. She had boys and it was a family, and there was an oldar
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gizl and I was just like a sister toc them. And my, they were old family friends.
My, Mre Olson hac at one time roomed at my grandmother's house at Palous:,

And another time he had boarded with my grandmother. And my mother had chummed

with Mrs. Clson's sister, uho{gfzd. Been a very close chum, and knew them

so well. And they knew the same people in Palouse and they lived in Clarkston,
he

so they were just very naturally good friends and when theywéshe moved into

cur neilghborhood, we were there first. They were about three blocks away and

they were fairly long blocks. But they talked it over and it was too hard

for me to say Mrs. Olson, but I always had to be rather formal, with peocple.

But they decided that I would call her Auntie. She was a close ernugh friond

that if anything had happened to my mother, it would have been alright if

she had raised me., That was the kind of feeling. And she was always Auntie

to me. I still have kind of a feeling like a sister to the boys. We visit

anc that sort of thing. When they came home and they all were living away

they naturally brought their wives to our house too. The poor women didn't

know at first if that was just, couldn't qyite understand. It was almost

mwhr’@
likeh the family all over again, and yet, we seren't family. But they

-

were old friends and that was where I ran to most #/; the time, and that was
more acceptable. When I went some places they didn't want me to be, they
went after me, quicker. But I could stay there quite a while.

55: Was this an early streak of independence that you were shouwing?

,f/%fb

CM: It was to me, I know, a road was there to go on and.I think maybe,ka lot of

children, you see them playing in the street. And its dangerous and its worry.
oné ‘Jf‘v‘a

I know a younger friend of mine,,when they see older people using the street
and they thinl: they shoulcd too. And they don't know the danger. Of coursc,
we cdidn't have as much danger in the streets, I was on the path, anyway. Thank
goodness not near the water, or my mother wuld have lost her mind, because

she was terribly afraid of drowning. She didn't worry about me a bit if I

went to Clsonse.

[$p}
{43
..

She was afraid of drowning?

CM: If I had been by the river I think she would have been very worried.
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Is that because she was raised near the Palouse River?

She wasn't a bit afraid of it. And she said afterwards she didn't know hou
her mother stood it. Because she walked the logs, she wes cxpert at going

out on the logs and walking. She spent hours. And she swam in thebummer

and she skated on the ice. And loved it. She said,”I don't know how my mother
stocd it."

she had the same fear for you.

But she had a fear for her me. Her mother probably didn't have too much for

her. But she knew some children drowning or something and of course she was

et dizzy

I®)
fe}

always afraid for me. And we were in a third story window and she'd

and * could he looiting out, because I know my mother even when I was growing,

would be holding on to me so I wouldn't fall. Holding on.'"Mother, what in
the world?" I could be a grown person. She was always afraid for me. She said,
"If you muct go up in an airplane, let me know. I'11l go with you. Vk-VVd/

@0{_)147’/) if-keep

e together!” S0 I didn't tell her til after I'd landed, then I/‘nv/mouth

-

How do you think other children your age perceived strictness. I had an ide

a

theee was a lot of dgtrictness.

Thay were strict about a lot of things, and mother was more advanced than most.
nest yvey

One of my\friends, I know her mother was stricter, but they were very

loving to her too,., We were not abused children. Her father was a little more

advanced than her mother. I know beorgette blouses came in style, yocu could

see through. She was going to have Georgette sleeves in hasr dress. Finally

did get them. But her mother and her mother's sisteg Auntie Em and a grandmother

and they looked and they thought that was terrible. So I think they sat up

for two WMights and they crochedted a very elaborate undergarment for me to

wear that had sleeves down to about nhere, Gf course, she wore it only about

one block from home and then ditcH=d the thing before she went to ths partye.

Naturally it would have looked like the dickens. But she said,"Think of all

the work they put in it en that beautiful crochet." OFf course, she har *to

Wear 1t o gef out of the house. Thete were some nzople thet brought other
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things. Now in %his Italian family I know, they woul
g ] by

of the house without a member of the family. And that

3]

the oldest boy in the Italian family has quite a lot of responsibility and

¥

privileges. But he's kind of the boss. And when his sister went to high

w

school, but if she uanted to 0o to a high school dance, she couldn't qo with
anybody else, her brother had to take her.\And 80 he aluways took har. And
mg land
then years later, his younger sister.,5he was a whole lot younger. Tne mother
still wouldn't let her go. He would come and take fier. He'd leave early and
pick her up, take her home because that was the only way she cou'd do it.
) Lorette- have been
lts the eonly wa ~could get to a dance. That woul alloued.
A £ A
And she wasn't allowed to go out of the hause on a date. Fortunatly the man
she married, it was more or less, a family arranged thing, it was a veary nice
marriage, and it worked out, but her, the brother's defensive, he said,"Just
think how awful it could have been." But no way was she allpwkc to qo.
She must have been very...
And they were very strict,
She must have lacked that opportunity to develop independence.
f“l"A/aaVl
well it was a very rigid thing. Now, she married s Very very nice
one and they had a very good life and they were much more liberal then. Hor
life became a lot more liberal as soon es she was married. But I think he

was invited to the house by her father to meet his beautiful daughter with

the idea of marriage, but they did happen to hit it off and he was a nice

person. They did have a very good life, so I suppose that would be the arguement

about arranged marriages, but they didn't raise their children that way, they
were very Americanized, by the time they came along. So evidently they didn't
think it was the only thing. But it gid happen, she happened to be a very
beautiful girl and, but it was done with that idea,

Of protecting her.

Now the boys were allowed a %ot more freedom.

(atine Common

Wasn't this = doubls standardkin families, that the girl had to be protected

and the boy goes out and can have a good time?
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WJell it might have been somewhat. Now, my father had a sister, that he used
to take to things, but I think it was more or less so she would have an
escort. And he thought a lot of her. And icfhink all the brothers would have
plain murdered anybody that hadn't beennﬁg her, was their idea. But I don't
know whether my Irish grandmother, see, she was dead before I was born awhile,
now she might have been a little more strict than the other one would have
been. She may have had a little more of that attitude, but still, I think
they had some 1wuf'notions.
But what about the girls of your generation?
Yes, I was a little more liberally raised than lots of them, but not all
together. There were others. I wasn't the only one that was raised that
way. There uwere probably some that were held back more. Anc some that rebelled
a lot more, because they had more to rebel about. I don't know, I think our
+hovah
restrictions were more real restrictions were more our oum ideaa. What we
approved and what we didn't approve was really what counted. It didn't matter
so much difference what our folks thought. It generally doesn't to kids.
e
They're:hggi concerned with what their own group thinks. I think the youngsters
(oo
today, they don't worry about impressing their parenti, they worry about
impressing the other ones their age. 50 I think its more that.

When you were grouwing up, that was the begining of the 1920's. The flapper

age. “id it seem to be.e.

(End of side B)

ChMs
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Oh yes, I guess we were. But I think kids have always done that. They're still
doing it,
Now it seems like an institufion. I thought thet uwas the begining of the whole
thingo

Hngs ‘
Yes;?h&Y\anAto a degree they had aluways dome. I think that's typical of
youth. Yith more affluent age it shows up in different ways. We have a little

more to do with. Fore places to go. FMeore clothes to wear. If you didn't have

to spin your cloth and knit your ccoks you probably could do more cther things.
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think that I suppose wz were somewhat in rebellion. Certainly we thought

—t
=

We wers Veryy very modeen, but then, all kids do. And there's nobody more
sophistizated than a high school kid, or thinks they are. They Jjust knou
everyshing, and then Lhe early 20's, you know cverything. At least you
hope you knou. And in the 40's you wish to goodness you kneaw something
and in the sarly 50's you knouw darn well you don't, and so on and so forth.
That was true back then?
Ch yese.
Uhat about.e.

,\,V\II“%
It uwas quiteﬂdaringAfDr a nirl to smoke. Anc of course we came out of the

Prohibition age that was very daring.

To drink too?

“

(T

Ch vy But that depencded of course on your ethnic background, whether liquor

an gat in the household or not, tco. Smoking of course, was not approved,

O
U

(

My mother didn't approve of smoking and I tried it and didn't care for it
AL

s0 that was that. But she MOLQJ* ak cear, it wouldn't be a very good idea

for me to smoke. And my father wouldn't have epprovecd of it. But my friends)

her mother hoped she weulda't let hﬁ‘/—gnu‘bd:’see her smoking. Because it would

be very disgraceful for lodge members if she smoked and her seswing circle

knew that her daughter smoked. My mother thought some of her contemporaries

smoked, "idhat in the world do you do i: for?" And would say so and could say,

"L aura, shut up." She just didn't like it. They weren't so strict about drink.

They didntt approve of it. dine if it was nice and served right. Mincemeat

wasn't good without brandy in it. But it wasn't a good thing, one way or the

other.

What wes their attitude about telling the kids the facts of 1life?

I always kneuw. I was raised that way. A very young child isn't much interested

but I was told the truth all the way up. In fact, I know one person that never

told tha" Jarta Clauaas anything but a fairy 'l aluays knew where my presents

came from. But I had just as much fune. Christmas was a great deal, but 1
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was never told,"Santa Claus will find out." Because I kneu who Santa Claus
was. Its just like it was Cindsredla andJS;s like anything else. I had told
the stories The Night Before Christmas, and all that and loved it too, but,
no, I was never taught that way. Mother didn't believe in anything but the
truth. Now that was unusual. I think people growing up like to see kids
interested in that. I think they do it for their own pleasure. But there's
still a lot of kids talking Santa Claus.
dhere do you think your parents got their ideas? Uas it a family tradition
for them, or were they intuned to progressive ideas in the culture?
A little of both probably. They were, after all when you come, lcave an

pount
old country and come to a new, s you're a little progressive. You're a
little bit adventureous, Anc it wasn't too far back that they did that. Their
grandparents, their parents had come. MY father's perents ha@ my mother's
father had, not the mother. She went back, but the mother was more conservative
too. A conservative member of the whole family. And I think she read guite
a bit. Formed their opinions and{+nby Jjust haﬁuéﬁly were rather liberal. Rather
progressive that way, I suppose I was very fortunate in them. They were
progressive, And I thinkiuzs wonderful. And they believed in a lot of frankness
and a lot of truth. It was fine. I wouldn't want to raise any child that way.
You wouldn't?
¢h I woulde Oh yes, just exactly the way I was raised. I think it was wonderful.
I was so shocked when I was teaching school. £arly in the fall, 'bout this
time of the year, somebody burst in.tears. What in the world was happening
over here in the room?"He said there wasn't any Santa Claus." I stopped. What
in the world] Well T thought this is up to the parents and they want him to
think there's Santa Claus, but these are pretty old kids for that. And the
others were haw haw hawing. 50 I said, well, there is.And trying to get ahcld
of myself, and I thought, made everybody qui=t, picked out onc of the boys
that was pretty much haw hauing, but alsc a pretty good leader, and I saic
"Jiwmy, you come up here and I'11 tell you who he is and you will know that

Fheoero 1 a Santa Claus.! S vhen 35mmy ~=2ms (. Are T r‘{‘}l!%nlf At e ey 3
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with every kid. He was a nice little boy.And I said Sante Claus 1o ih coipit

of giving. He's very real. Ho gets in you and you want to give a pressni,
and gets in your mother and she does and its very real, you don't =ac it,
but it's there.Santa Claus is real, its the spirit of giving. It comes at

Christmas especially. So Jimmy went back and said there was a Santa Claus.

I seved the day for the little girl. I cidn't know who else in the uorldA

L

my room of fourth graders believed in Santa Claus? I didn't know I was noing
to have that problem. But Christmastime I had several letters to mail to
santa Claus. Beceuse if I mailed them Santa Claus would get them then. Course
I read them and the poor little kids told what grades they got in deportment
and sverything.(laughs) You feel like,"Ch my goodness!Why haven't I done mors
fer this poor little child?" But I never went throunh that. I wes never
disappointed. I was always thrilled with Christmas, I had Jjust as much fun

as anybody.

Growing up with your friends, did that mean you had a different outlcok on
life?

1 suppose a little bit. But mother told me that if they want to pelisve that,

heir business. 50 don't say anything. So that was something I kept

ot

that's

to myselif. That was my-%huﬁg o 4nd I don't knou.

0

were other people independent too. We had defingte ideas of what uc wante
to do and thought we'd do 'em. You always think you're going to when you'rs
young, you know. And I know one girl that very celmly said,"I will zithor
marry a millionaire, a rich man, or I will be a doctor or o concert nianist,®

dell she did =nd up a very highly trained registersd nusse. Very skillec.

6]

And she merriec a wealthy man. I guess she knew what she wanted, She was not
uite a gooc enough musician to be a concert pianist, but she was good. So,

she was a determined little rat,

Uid you grow up in Clarkston?

?
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Uhere you live nouw?
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No, Ffarther out. Cn 12th street and then on 7 and then on Boulevard. ye livac

)
=
==
..

both ;laces,

55: How did it happen that your parents moved there?

CiMs Gh, I moved where we are. That was my move.

553 No, I mean when you were a kid. When did they first come to Clarkston?

Crs Oh mother t ught over there befors shes was married. Clarkston was plannad
a little it in her office. And she thought it was a good investment anc she
bought an acre.

55:There wriﬁ['%larkston?

Cls Thera was no Clarkston when mothzr came to Lewiston. There was just Lewiston.
There was nqbater in Clarkston. And a man named Libby came through here and
they were talking about if they could Just findnce water, some of the people,
You know, you could start a town and it was a big thing then t o start a new
town. That was a few blecks of land and you start a town, if it caught on,
you made money. That was quite a thing. But they could start a town over there
if they had water. And how they could get water, he listensd and he saild,
"Well I know my wife has friends in Boston that could do that. The Adams
family." The descendents of the President, you know. The Adams, Charles
Francis Adams. And they talked more then in the office of the Alexander store
and decided that that was the thing to do, and they put up money and sent
this man who didn't have much more Ye He was selling magazine subscrihbtions
and having kind of a hard time. His wife was still back in Boston. And sent
him back and he <id talk to Charles Francis Adams and Adams did finance it
and he was the first manager of the land COmpany .

55: Charles fFrancis Adams?

CMs No, h e never came out here, but Mr. Libby, Libby $treet in Clarkston is named
for him and so forth. And he, that was how Clarkston started. And my mother
bought acreage over there. Had that before she was married. And after they

were married, my father, instead of moving to Oregon, he moved up here. He

had been in Alaska four summers and winter s up in:the Nome gold rush. hefore
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they were married. There was more money spent in Alaska than there was taken
out in those ddys. He struck some gold, but not ennugh, Andggi'd followed
his hunch and bought the land he should have bought in Seattle, why he'd a
been much richer. But the others in the group said,"Oh don't be a quitter.
Come on and go."

55: Go whare?

CM: To Glaska. And he went and the place he would have bought would have been
very valuable ladd. In the heart of Seattle. He aluways knew that's where he

really missed his stake. His instipet was to do it, but he went with the

group.

w
w
..

How had he wouri¢ up in Seattle?
CMs He was shipped from Seattle j; Nome .
55: I mean, he had come to Seattle to go to Nome?
CM: Ch yes, he was with the group that were going up there.

s
55:¢ Group of Irish orAassociates?
LMe Just associates, I think. No, they weren't necessarily Irish.
5S: uwhen they met.se.
CM: Well there were some from Oregon.
55: How did he and your mother, she was in Burn s.
CF: She went to Burnes to take over the paper, I mean the telephone company, and
he had gone in just the day before and they met in the telephone office, becaase
everybody had busiqw?ss in the telephone office. And my mother was still
engaged, because ir. 3utterfield hadn't died yet. fe was very poorly. But
my father liked her very much right from the begining, I guess. 50 he did
every thing he could, Course, it was a family joke that the first thing she
asked him for was ULeer. She couldn'™ drink the alkalied water of Burnes, it
was just so alkall and she thougit maybe she could drink some hser and she

said in Lewiston if she wanted soms beer, she could have scb down to one of

he saloons a messenger boy and gotten ity without any trouble. But she didn't

o

know Burngs that way and she was =3 thirsty and she thought maybe she coui:

Y10 ome beer. And she thought he was nics young man and woulon't take undo
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advantago of her requests for beer. Of course he slvays kidded her about it.

Then I know he liked this new telephone girl. He had been east several times

3

to his brother's in Syracuse, so he probably had a little mwcre city ideas
than some of the boys. She uas dressed probably a l1ittle more city, because
she came from Portland there, Anc I know that one time, ons of the travelling
)

men coming through had caught some special fish, wanted to ask my fcther to
take it in and get it cooked. Hz cz=id,"Now you can have one, but this is for
me." It was to be for him. So my father took the fish, gave it to the girl

at the hotel. He said,”Florence you can have that cne,but this is for Miss
Bernes.'"So my mother said, she didn't know uwhat difference and prchably right
in front this family man who had an ordinery fare probably, beefsteakﬂisn' t
aluays too tender in & cahtlecnunty, can he cange beof . And here
she was eating this nice trout. She didn't know anything about it. He thought

that was a hilarious joke. Bute...

Did she know she was getting a delicacy?

w
w
.

tell she knew, but she didn't know that he'd swine” it.(laughs) But she thought

(3}
=3
..

it was just the biggest 3oke ever was to have this man come in and not know
what happened to his fish. Its somebody he knew real well. And, bu% he met
her ancd they talked. And from then+heyf corresponded. It was four
years later before they were married. So that was where they met. Course,

I zlways kidded him, I said,“Now dad, I know my mother walked across cne.

1
of those muddy streets and fouled up her skirts. She had a very nice anklcz.

Extremely nice ankil. It was as good as Marlene Deitrichfor Betty Grable or
anybecdy'se I saicd, I know, 'cause he really aluways noticed the ankles on peopie
and women didn't show their ankles much then. That was a joke in our family.

oot
But he thought she just, right.

w3
w
..

four years by correspondenca.
. you know
CM: A whole lot by correspondence. "e'd come to see her wnce in a while, but,

he was in Alaska. Most of the time. They had met there in Uregon and he

came out from Alaska, come and see her. It was quite a bit correspondence.



MAHON Sl

5S:

Chs

3

w
e
.

He was rather an idealist. He would idealize anybody. 4nd sha was, he thouaht

she was just about right. That way. And they were rather different in temperament,

very different.

How?

Oh, in attitudes, in lots of ways, but there was aluays this great rescect.

They would n't shot’ sach other too much. Oh she might cut hsr hair, one of

the first to bob her hair. And see what he'd saye. 5he had hsr hair cut two

years before I did."I hope you're satisfied."(laughs)He didn't much like it.

There wasn't znything he could do about it. He knew that. But still, basically

they would always respect each others feelings. Important things, count on

the other one. Neither one would boss the other onc too much. Because that
wasn't the way you did it. It never occurred to my father to tell my mother,

"You can't do that!" Because I say you can't, I'm the head of the house."

NW\A haue od

That never occurry to him. They would talk over anything that way. I suppose

there are homes where that was done. Tt always comes as a surprise to me.

'Cause I think anything that way should be arrived at by mutual discussion.

I know there are homes where it isn't.,

In those days it must have been evem more common thing.

wWell there were people that talked things over, though. And did it very liberally.

He idealized her?

J

Oh, very much. I think any woman. I think IA?K”““\41”A‘Mprobably. I think
maybe they do. But of course my grandfather, who was Dutch, Luxembourg ODutch
certainly idealized his wife. Elmy was perfect. Elna. He called her Elmy.
5he was just perfect.

It seems like a pretty good basis for a marriace,

=}

A
Well, friendship is probably better, than idealizing, It% hard to live up

to be an ideal. I think friendship is orobably better, but then, it was rather
a thing and no one took ever ek E]Wﬂ%?‘ﬁ&bg she died, why he magzgzggver
look at another woman. Neyev’

o you think eventually it was friendship with your parents?

t Yes, guite a bit. Quite a bit of friendship. And mutual intersst in me. Very
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much that.Il think that the children de have have a tendency to hold people.

55: But in a lot of families I think it was the roles! the role of the uife...

CM: I suppose. But no, it wasn't so much that, I don't think. I don't think so,
Cf course My Irish grendmother, I didn't know Catherine Foley Mahecn, I daresay,
WA s o . . .
noh she was religious, she wouldn't have thought about it. If you were married,

*

you were married for life. Defingtely. That good Catholic, oh my goodness,
But I think more stability and character prokably. Not being a flighty person.
Course my mother aluays said,"=ll, at least divorce is a whole lot better
than havh somebody kill somzbody to get free." That was true. Shz said,'You
know, that used to be the only way cut of a bad marriage." You had to get

d of him, you had to poison 'em cor kill 'em or shoot 'em., Or do semething,

e

r

nlan someway, murder. And she said,"Certainly divorce is mush better than that.”

U

55: Uhat would be the main differcnce betuesen your parents bat

7

s

) .. )
cren't similar. H

3

d to put it in words. There was a great spirit o

lay in my mother. find also in my father, but it would come out dif
well, a differont business approach cn fots of things. But no, they hac e
lot in common too. A grea®t deal in common. Hs was morg consarvative,

ne disliked Rooscunlteee

w
w
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CM: Ch no, he didn't like Roossvelt, He didn't like his accen*, he could imitate

it perfectly. He didn't like anybody he'd say "uah."

(. 3
(o]
o
(-__
o]
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Ch: wah.(laughs) He didn't like anything about him.

S55: dut you think that the Democrats were such a bunch of losers til they had
Ld‘ilSOﬂo .o
nke
CH: He didn't Wilson.

ct
*

55: They finally caeme up with a winmer with Rocsevel

g s - . . . un
idn't like wilscn zither.(laurhs) He was certainly a good bemocratAtll

Che He

¢
0

they wet wn office, and then he didn't 1like them. He didn't l:ke wilson.
55t Did he dislike the New Deal? pid he dhink that was bad?
CM: ot all of it, but some of it. But he just didn't like him, He thought he

FLGFPad ahi . W
was a ftuffed shirt, I think. And he Fhourht ha ynas A arcbl . e Seie

—ry
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like him at all, He thought he was a-phanf . He real

y o Just cicdnt't 1inn
him at all, And his sister...

Lo e bl a’lﬁ“’"evﬂ*;
You told me his sister came, he got a 4
Oh yes. It was real] - funny.

hat

You were born and raised in Clarkston, AtAtime, after your parents moved here
what were they doing at that time. Your father was in the cannary business?
- . |r s
Well not right away., They had theﬂacreaga and they truck farmed and the
the thing to do was to have a little greenhouse and do it that way so thay
raised cucumbers in the greenhcuse. And then from that the cannery came in
and then they started plants in thero and then they uwent to cannery. 8ut
it was a good way to starve to drath here in the early days too, because it
wasn't all that much money in an orchard, They had an orchard. And it was
a very beautiful life, there's nothing more tempting than an orchard and
growing things. And it's not a profitable life. Vsry feuw pecple make anything
on it. Cannery was a little better, but fruit, soft fruit is a touchy businsee.
Was the market pretty uncertain?
Very uncertain, It always is, still is, 'Meat farmer can at least say,'"Uhat

will you give me?" Soft fruit farmer- says, "What didn't you give me." There's
qute o ddkevencs,

a difference,’ a very great difference,

A
ilhat do you mean,"uhat did you gilve me?"

bell v ou have to sell your fruit. You take it in. What did you give me for
it, instead of what will you give me. You have no chance to bargain. You take
what you get. Sometimes its a bill for transpcrtation. My father always felt
sorry for the growers, felt a great sympathy for them, even when he was on
the other side and buying. And did I tell you the time he hac the men from
Chicago here and, at Juliaetta? Well, he was running the connery, and the
cannery always contracted the large orchards of fruit. UJell when the man came
out from Chicago and wanted to rent, well he came out and he had run a whole~
sale house in Chicago where you shipped fruit and they sold on a discount

basis. And a percentage basis. And he had handled fruit from Juliaetta. He

remembered handling it. This man walked in and he had diamond rinas. had his
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bookkeeper with him, he was dressed very nice. 411 Hart, Schaefor and

And he hunted up the cannery and he said he thought he would take a2 vacation.
And this he was going to do to pay for his vacation. #antd he said he though ©

he would pack out some cars of fruit and ship them back to his house in Chicago.
And with the fruit he could get that yesar in Juliactta. Anc my father had

been worrying all season about the Potter orchard, hecz.tse the Potter orchard
was, he didn't have it uncer contract, but he kneuw the pcople so well, he
said,"I'11l have to take them. Ancd it's such a big grop this year and thay're
going to be o small that I can't do it with profit.- What'’l I do with the
Potter orchard?"Big gallon can grade. And so this man walked in, out of the
blue, and he said, "I'd like to pack out some fruit. Is there any extra
that you don't have under contract?" And dad seid, "Ves, there's fruit, I

have enough under contract to fill cur orders. And thare is other fruit.!

And he said,"dell, I've always thought the Potter orchard fruit was so good.
I've had it there in Chicago. Is 1t?" fnd dad said, ™Mo, you can geb the Fotter
orchard," He said,"Uhere would that 7" He caid, "4oll I can rent you
space, because yo.'ll *.s throuch before we s:ert canning. You can use this
werecituse space. And you can use the same crew. Largely thoyt!ll work for you
So he wanted to sse the Potter orchard
and they rented a horse and buggy, which you rode in thosc days and went out
and looked at the trees. And my fTather held his brecath, because he felt,oh

my, he surely won't take it. Bui the man just sau trees loaded with ripening
he +hough1’

!

red cherries and,”0h Isn't this lovely?" And he tasted them, and of scurse,
A

they did have a fresh cood taste an< oh, he thought this was lovely. Sut

3

f—
~
-

3

Just looked at them and thought it was grand. &nd so Ao Lought

the Potter orchard. And my fathor got shold of the men in the town and he
said,"Get every picker in town in there fa st, 'cause there's going to ke

an auful squawk pretty soon." And so everybody in the little touwn of Juliactta
that could pick cherries went down and picked at the Potter orchard and all

the pecple that could pack showed up. You know it coesn't take muc::, and the

word of mouth and the tour of four hundred. And pretty soon the man from
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Chicago, who had bcen very pleasant to mother and I uas going through and

saying,"These currants your husband sold me..."because they were so small

they wouldn't face out, because they used to pack them very fancy, in face

fruit. They had to put them in little cartons and ship them. Course, they

didn't lose any money on it. But they had agreed, my father told him get

a price per pound. And they had =2qreed to it, and they had contracted the

orchard. And they got their money, and the fruit was shipped. And cf course,

they could sell them in Chicago alright, but...

Uait, I miss the point,

Well he hed bought the fruit and he didn't realize that it was so small, It

was very small, because it was such a big crepe dhen there's a big crop, your

fruit is small. And my father said,"Well I'm an expert, on fruit. But I would
oy

go out the can, and I would count the number of cherries in it. Because

when you put out a good can of cherries, we can for Sprague-Warner Inc. The

world's largest wholesale grocery store. Grocery place. ue had to have, for

hot 4 ade, . , . - .
T Just so many cherries had to fill the can. Say there way 80 and

ou
you hed 100 and you were subgrade. And it had to fill it, it had to weigh

so much, after it was drained, say, for half an hour they syrup had t- test

a cartain amount. And it had to come up to tiiese very strict stanceards., uell,
if you had too small a cherries, you couldn't put 'em in this grade. They ment
in a poorer grade on down to the gallone. Anc this is what would have happened
to those cherries. They were too small. They, tremendous crop by weight, but

they were small.

+he
S0 was the Paotter orchard inAsame shape as everyone else's.

o

No, it was just the Potter orchard. The rest of them weren't so bad.

The Potter orchard had a bigger crop?
Bigger crop than usual. Had just set heavily, and it was a mess. From = fruit
standpoint, it was too many. And of course, you don't pay in cherries, so

thepe it was.,

50 he got the better of this man?
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come to father, it came to everybody in the town., But of COurse, averybody was

chuckling, Th country hicks had put it cver on the city slicker. It was

6]

Just a case of that. Because here was this man, and everybedy that was in

the business could remember times when they had sold to these houses and

they felt, not cotten a fair deal, My folke had sent lettuce to Spokane once,

it was a catnen crop from the greenhouse, And they said, We're so glad to

cet the lettuce, we have no other lettuce in Spokane. The price wasn't un

a bit. Mother sald,"yell we thought we'd get a little more when it was the

only lettuce.” "0h, we didn't want to hold up our poople,™ Where the house

of course did, but then, prove it., So they didn't make much on it. And it
+hat

was all the time. And you would shig your fruif and they would say

well it was spoiled, it was this, it was that, and sometimes you didn't feel,

it couldn't Possibly be that bad. Ang there was aluays a Feeling that thoy

uere cheated so verybody was chuckling when they qot the bast of the man

who was flashing around there iMNees

55: piamond rings,

Chis

(En

4 of side ©

A . L . . . ,
Yes,kalamcnd Tings. On this tpil of workers of the soil, The other people,

o~

S

w
95}
o

e +«YOUT Cwn orchard?
well mother had an orchard when she married father,

She had a house on the place?

Uh huh, yes she hac s house on thﬁélace.

Had she done that harself?

Well, her father was living with her too. Oh yes, she had financed it. It wag
her place. That was at 12th and Burn Sy Burns street, was her maiden name,
/
but she spelled it differently than they spell it nouw., somebody got smart
and corrected the record because thay think Burns should he spelled g77ns,
like Switzerlang Bzrne. Fother was in Lewiston whan they dividad Nes Ferce

county and Latah county was made., And there was quite a bit of feeling abau:

2 wouldn't want

2Se

0

why they gave Genszsees to Moscow. But they diqd it sth
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to bz a county seat too. And they were afraid that it veuld branch off and

it woulcn't have enough territory that it went with loscow, but they took

what was Clarkston like then? uzs it still a countoy or was it a town?
It was a very small town and very different from Lewiston, bzcausa it was

started by the Adams of Boston.They wsre very strict, it was given a Soston

4

in all the land contracts that thoere nust Qe no alcoholic

U

flavor. It wac
beverages sold on the placs. And all the time I was growing up, Clarkston
was rathsr proper. We had our little bit of that holdover. To be socially
acceotable in Clarkston, you had to be rathar locse, I think.

Rather?

Rather strict, I think. It was a much stricter town. In high school we were
not allowerd to dance. Thaey ars now of course. I see that they're asking to
be able to dance aftar midnight.

This is different than Leuwiston was.

Ch yes, but Lewiston was never as much, you know. Lewiston grew up from the
mining camp and the saloons and that and Clarkston was started By proper

Bostonians who wanted to impose very strict ncrals,

They camc from Boston, the people that managed the land compeny,. They camz
out there.

As uwell as this man that started it?

de didn't come. His sons came. And the Adams Block in Lewiston was built by
them.

By the son 0fese.

Uf €Charles francis Adams. Yes. And their office was over here, but they had
peopnle out from Boston that uwere irkhe company, quite a few of them. 4no
iived here. And they set a certain standard for Clarkston.

Bid they own all the landv

They ouned it all to begin with, and sold it off. That was the business.,

S o ar Arninettbto
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CM: As a townsite. And they put, they soldAlots and they sold the

they plannec it, which is good as Clarkston is a planned toun, where Lowiston
Just grew. But the streets over there in the center of Clarkston were very
carefully laid out. Where I live is supposed to bz railrcad y ards, but
the railroad never came. Course, I remember when we had a ferry and we had
the old bridge. And after the bridge was no longer a toll bridge, the farry
petered out. But used to be just about the same, when you went across the
bridge or whether y ou went on the ferry. And one year, when my father was

v
running the cannery(ﬁﬁ'Juliaatta was still owned by the Cherry Growers Association
not by fir. Dustin, who laker owned it, but the Association asked mother to
stay in Lewiston and be heaﬂwoman at the cannery there, bgcouse hhe managger
there wasn't as competent as my father. And they thought if she would help
maybe they would make it. But they didn't. 'Cause he canned peach butter all
seasons He wouldn't keep up with the fruit. He wasn'; uood enough to keep
it going fast encugh and he wouldn't dump one day's crap so he could can
fresh,.

Whe was this?%
med

A ; ) L . -
A man{\Mr. Petrie. And it became peach butter and that was a dirty word in

(€3]
(€3]
.

)
=
.

our family for years because we lost money by peach butter. You just wanted
to say,"OH rob," why you said peach butter. But it wasn't anything anybody
could do. You couldn't persuade him to do it an® he did run thes cannery.

55: Your mother took cver from him?

NU. She was headwomzn and she would get the growers off and say,'Now look.

=

3
.

This should be canned. It will be spoiled before break tommorrow, but nobocdy
could bucge him. And he had quite a bit of stock in the company .
55: 50 he had the pouwer.
CMs He did it his way. And my father was running the one in Juliastta and the
combined resulus were thrown together for profit for the year. And this one

pulled down the profit made in Juliesetta. So it wasn't as nood. He would have

made a lot more money, the Juliaetta cannery make a lot rore noney “hen the
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one. ot was run in Lewiston that year. Because it wasn't as well
yon

. That happensd svery once in awhile.

[}
w
L1

what was 1t like when ycu were growing up on the orchard? Was it pesople so

many acres, was it like a farming area?

Q
-h

Cris Ok yes, five acres, ten acres once in awhile. And sowgtimes less,. Sons

them were doun to twe acres, and that. And some had tsenty. 4 few, the

R . <.
. Place Lacres N .
JUSulﬁAUaS about 20, farthcr cut. Ye were close in.
A

55¢ How close to the center of toun?
CM: On 12th strest. It was as close as you could buy an. acreage. Now where I

was later, you couldn't buy at that time. Ixcept in 20 fect lcots. They had
ti: ideas. And so the acreage, wheM ,:c.:le wanted acrocege, why 1° as that,

1 water in ditches. The weter came in in & ditch. And ceople hed

-
=
@
&
5
m

cisterns. And where mother was was at the lowver end of the irrigation dilch.

So everybody that was taking t+ water, and there wasn't aluays enough,

so she was without water. She hed & young cherry crchard, well p

3le% everyihing, a young orchard, her father, and that was bzfcres my
father was there. Mother was still running the telephone office in Louwiston,
she wes still maneging it. Anc she, but she would .oe. her fooit. Hor trecs,

a ]

they would plain die if they didn't get water. And she was complaining and

. . A . ' ae & '
complaining,de're doing the best we can, Miss Borné, and we'll try and we'll
A

try." And nothing happened. 50 she went to her neighbor, and they had it

posted all over town, if you took more than you should or manipulated this
Y4
ditch, why you would be fined, imprisoned or what. S0 mother sai@ I'm going

to start taking water. You go with me. Mc, they were scared. Fother went on

RN

ditches all over the orchard. And she started up from her

[mE

a sunday, thuy ha

place and she turned off everybedys water. Hzr father stayed there to manage

ths ~itches. He gct them all made. He was a handiman with a hoe. And of course
Lot e ]
that water douwne. She ever sent water off to the touwn of Clarkston. She
. . . B J '
said she just walked up and took everybodys, shut everybodys water off, so

. ‘ . . vizs their uwater
it'd run down to our place. And of course some peoole,hang tR Td go out



MAHCON
end adjust it again. But she just kept doing it. Well, she had plenty of waior,
the place was well uatered. The man rode by, the ditchwalker who rode horsshack
and said,"Well I see you finally got water, Miss Bern%. I've been trying to

. "o gy only FTK e .
get to you for two weeks, three weeks." She salo,<1}'ﬂ a short time, And
its less than twc hours."

553 That sounds like it took real courage.

CM: Yes, my mother had it. So the next day she didn't know what would happen.
Nothing happened, so far. And she came over to Lewiston to go to her office
and she walked by the Adems block. E4 Jindas, who was in chargs there built
a nice house that, well, I think some people call it another name, but to
me its the old windas house. Up on Chestnut. He knocked on the window and
called her in. 5he said, I didn't really know what was going te happen, but
he said,"How long did it take you?" "uell about so long."” They gave her a
check. She was hired as a ditchwalksr, Then they wouldn't have %o prosacuts
, ; . : Ty N ,
er, see., lhey wouldn't break thesir law. xheyﬂsald they were prosecuting and
they didn't dare, because the publicity, which would have been, she had,
would have had Mr., Reid defend her and she would have had the Tribune, uwere
friends and they would have been prosecuting somsbody for taking water when
their orchard was dying, how could they have sold another piece of land?

hev.
They couldn' t. So it was just smart business.fm-+h¢y'PaJdA She thought for
a long time of framing that check. It was not a big chack, but,"Any time you
- 11 = v 313 . . 11
need to, Miss BBrnf, we'll say you,
5S¢ Pid she nesd to again?
Clis No, they kept it going better. She never had to do so much again. 3But she

had made her point. They got her water. They got it down there, they knew

they had better, I guessg, by that time.

S5: UWhere was the water coming from?
CM: Asotin Creek, way up, it was a ditch and the flume, big thing. The water from

Clarkston came from way high up Asotin Creek for a long, long tims.
S5: Were there major costs involved?

CMs Gh yes, it was exnensive. & lomm ditom
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55: as the land expensive to buy in Clarkston?
CMs Frobably not. I don't think that the Adams' made anything. I think they probably

*%cdgh

lost money on it. They did it with the idea of making money, but I don't thinke..
A

et

4_re they very influsntial in the town in the early years?

CM: Yes, they owned everything to begin with, and then they scld off. However,
the boys came out, there werc tuo of tham came and lived here awhile. They

were rtather Fastern. They dian't know the western way of speaking to peoplie,

W

-

and the young men might go to a dance, they seemed to like to dance, and dance

: L 3 $ FR =] . ~ vt n !

with girls and not speak tec them the next cay. Secause they really didn't

know them. And I don't think they did it because they were stuck up, they
\A{\Q‘J“ Zm

dirn't , but makc the local people so mad.

N

Las that the eastern way comnarsd to the western?

L
ul
.o

[
e

I think =o.

e’

55: You mean, just not the open friendliness?

n

open friendliness. Mrs. Godhart on the "21" Ranch, of course

]

[
=
sa

Just not the

f

4

was a descendent of Lucretia Mott, and of course, she knew them in Doston.

And they knew herc and so they were guests there. But now this iz typical

of the way they were. Now it came, one of them came down, the one that was

there, to breakfast one morning, it was very hot and he didn't have a coat on.
58s ihere was this¥¢
CHs The ''21" Ranch. And he naid,"tkcuse my dress.' And she lcoked at hinm because
‘) s
wouldn't do this at a proper table back there, and she sald,”5ay rather your
coold be . 4

an Adams but she was a Mott. And that wa

A
have had his coat on., "Say rather your lack of dress.

Dnb 0‘9 hf,‘(
said that to g hirec men. They would eat at the table too. And 1T they uere

1

lack of dress.'’ hHn

5 1T e

(63}
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" oNpw she wouldn't have

out thers pitching hay, they would come in they way they uere drzssed.
\,\)oo\é‘
553 she Q*?QC*‘ r+ from other westernsrs?

lo, from her hired mean. dell she woulrdn't hees from her doctor or her lauyer

or, it would depend on the social order. But he was an Adams, he knew betisr.

¢n't have come to the table like that."Say rather your lack of



CM: And the Boston people that ceme out ~idn't make much monay, but chey did

samz formal, they had,
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pverything they coul:
that came had to have so many courses at their meals, They didn't just havs

atos like the western born people on the ranch might have had,

m

They had to have théir proper thinns. Thay aluways had their table linen and
their napkins and they just worked %ike the dickens because they didn't have
much money to kaep up thrns standard and some of them, I knou, the Libbeys
might invite their neighbor teo tea when thay were very poor, very poor and
serve a little applesauce and a sancuwich. But thay would do it graciously,
And the other poople who were farmers, this other farmer woman didn't think
much about it, because it was not much to eat. Just so thin' and everything,

uP
you knowe But thoy did it very gracitusly. And they keptﬁtheir very social
thing. And that did give a certain flavor to Clariiston. Now it wasn't al1l
from these, but there were these people thero,

35: The Libbys and the Adams?

Chs dell, the schimmerhorns and there were quite a feuw.

35: Boston families?

CM: Boston families. The Adams! didn't live so much there. They didn't do as mush

as their employees. But they always had for Y2arSaees

55: uere these people the employees of the Adams?,

Cli: Employees of the Adams' and they lived in Clarkston and they maintainasd a
certain standar+d.

55: uWould they be the elite of Clarkston?

CMs: Yes, to quite a degree, yes.And the elite Clarkston were a little more sE/ricﬁg
At Clarkston I remember in ny time a modern lawyer who came here. And there
was a dinner party given and it was given at the hotel. I imagine that they
had cocktails. Because this wes afler the time. But at g Clarkston dinner
party, you didn't get soused. You Just didn't,

55: At a Clarkston what?

CMe 4 N . . L.
pihner Party,.yoy Just didn't, and this young lawver, who waes $mus b
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he wasn't married yet, and all came quite pclluted. And he practically ruined

himself socially. If he hadn't brought a charmi

done anything, he was already engaged to and ev
been accepted socially. And there was some peap
'Cause he

was, and he would have gotten by at a

Uas he from Leuwiston?

o

He was from Clarkston.

He wasn't, but he came there from out of touwn.

dinner party, he wouldinot have been so ostraci

at times draw a line. 0id I tell vou about the,

Yes.
See, they had their standards toc. But Clarkst

we would want to dance in school, they, in thos

call up the school board and say,'They're going

ng wife who would not have
erybody liked, he would never
le that never quite liked him.

Lewiston dinner party.

But had he been at a Leuiston
zed. Not that Leuzston didn't
"She's not at home to you Suh?"
on's were narrower. And when
minister would

e days the

to dancoes over in Lewiston.

Well we will keep the evii as far from our dooe as possible. 50 we wont

allow them toc dance in school.' Nct in my day.
you know. We should have had a junior prom and

nice, because if you were going on to cecllece,

And you could go to a public dance and that was.

been much better, but no, no. Mot at that timc.

which was really ridiculous

those things would have been

yeu needed that experience,
about it. And it would have

Now we have changed, we've

brouanﬂ?dbut at that time it was really very straight laced.

These Boston families that worked for Adams, what wa: their work? The stores?
No, they ren the office for the lend company and the water. Ses, they owned
the water system and the land.

ind that vent on for a number of yeers?

Oh yose They owned the land and the water. fiNCese

id they change that?

They finally sold zone of it. And there's cne family that finally bought

cut the remains of it now. Over there. It's boe
familiecs since. fire White bough’ it when it wen

t broke. Cf course, ldams
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were not broke, i ; nd fre whito
bought it, -hu o Z VoY
good business stroke on his cart, bocaust Lo ogot LU very, ant now tho Latoon
family have Loun~t it.

SS: Thie is the water rightst

Cis No, its the land. What was loft of the Jende OF course,its lots have been

debt sold and thers's still a lot of lande.
5S: Yid Adams from the father in Boston still have direct interecst in his?
Net at thaet time.
o

5 [iid his sons9

CM: Oh yes, it was in their family for a long time,

55:But it was the szont
CHz Uell, Charles "rancis, ac long as he was alive, but than the sons. Sce, one
of them became Secretary of the Navy under Coolidge, I “hink. Yes.
55t The fanilice that lived there, wers they mostly just invclved in grcuing orchards?

(991
-
s
e

That was the bige..

They'd usually have other jobs as well?

o
[$p]
.0

CM: Oh yes, it was lots easier to make a living off from your place than on it.
Aand they'd say you can make your living off the land, but you made it off

of the land. You uwprked somenlace, if you, it uas very few people that made

a comfortoble living on the land entirely. With us we began Lo run a Canngry.

It was very difficult living. There were a faw, but you had “o be an aufully

good manager and scrimo & lok to make it on the place.

55: Uere the peonle working in Lewiston largely?
Chs Gh, whatever they could do. \they had any trade or anything, they worked,

like some of them worked for the company, some of, the land company uhare
they worked more, ditches anc i something. Some o them worked in Lewistan,
they were, I know we had a neighbeor that worked for the pouer company and
they made electricity by firing coal in those days. And there vere carpenters

and there were brickmasons or stonemasons. And they had, and we were poor.

y
wue 3 - o . B e~
vere all poer, Oh YE€s, we were all pooe. N.body had anything, we werc all
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poor. Just lived. Ue, of course, we lived = rather good life, but then, we

1

were poor. It can be very easily to be, sound real lovely. There's nothing
more beautiful than an orchard with fruit and oh, this and you can have a
Cou, anc maybe they raise some pigs and they all had chickens and you had
your own butter.It sounds ell very good and I loved the fruit and the garden,
But we, it was a lot of hard work and people were poor. And when industry
came and people could have other jobs, they were much better off. It was a
big thing to get enough money to paint your house in those daya,. I'11 £221
you. There were many an unpainted nuuse. It was because we wsre DOOT .

55: uhat did poor mean as far as clothing wenT? Would they do a lot of patching?

€M: Oh not so mucn patching, but we didn't have very many things and they were
not elaborate. And I remember one girl my age, she said,”I always wondered

WWRYS
uhy the hatsAlooked kind of funny.” And she went to probably tho most prosperous
church, but she said,"I've got it all figured out, Catherinc. You buy a winter
hat one year and then you buy a summer hat. But you don't buy them both the
same years 5o they're always two years in style.” You just did. I would say
. ‘ . "

probably there were some prosperous people in my gradeAschool. If we made
any social difference they didn't dress any hetter than anyone else. You
had better clothes if your mother was good at sewing. 'Cause it was probably
homemade. If we were cleaner, the people that had clean hair, the girls that
had clean hair were a little better than the ones that didn't. “ut that was
about it. And we uweren't very conscious of differences.

53: What about for your mother, was style important for her?

CiMs If she stopped and think about it it was very important.

55: If shs thought about it?
CM: Um hum, when she thought about it. When she put her mind to it, because was

very good at it. She was extremely %pod . She could sow beautifully. She had
learned to tailor in Chicago and she could do a gorgeous job. And she could

'

Judge fabrics. You never could fool her. If you brought two coats and shs

[

told you she wanted the blue coat and you brought another coat too, an: if

you browytit 2 good blue coat, but there was another one that hed nicer material
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My mother aluays knew. She coulsd feel and know an. wie cooln

than style, 5he had a great sensz of style that . it I zouy Ju

left her alons she would sew gargeausly for me. She i at] che tim

orowing up, and like most kids, I fussed and I thought I bnew. and

;
Y

t

fave

he

m
9]
[

fos

/2ar s7z made for me, she sopt to me when I was at Chensy, and she thought

"Catherine nesds some more clothes." She saw some material that she liked

in the store window, she went in, she hought it, without me around

:

, +
I wanted it a certain way. She cut it out without a paﬁern because

do that. She bought some braid and she trimmed it and it was perfect. Fit

perfectly. And My grammar teachzr and the grammar teacher looked at me and

. e ., 7 ,
she salid,"0id you get it at Hudans Gp) 2y, Which was Spokancts best s0¢

shop. But I know that if I'« Jeen 'round I'4 g uTobably uan

Lu

I would have thourht was better, She ws., excellent. Oh ves, sho had
3 4

fa

and utter incifferenc c2 &t times, to Clothes. But if she paid any

to, it wes good.

If the family cidn's have much money, how could they Keep up with what was

in stvle,

You nsver nave Up entirely, as she had saic ty one friend in Lewiston yoars

batore,"Hou o You manage to aluays have something to wear?

¢ keep it. If I ever fave up I'c novar get back to it,

quit, I aluay

evarything, mended o patched or whatever is necessary, or tunned, becaus:

you turned your skirts and you turnad everything, But she was alvays oguined

with a hat and nlovas and whathaveyou. in- thaey cid,. You might maks

=

over a half a -dgzen times, but you kept 1t. And I think that was rather tr

You kept up appearances. You always hard something that was presentahle, And

my mother was skillful, But, a very gooc Judge when she bought anytain

por

it was smert. 0Or lse sha y

4]
)
[62]

was smart. If shs could possibly do it,

n
I

indiffsrent to how she lookad, Maother wore pants before most peonle

remember a very nretty red polxa dot pair I bought at Harvey's for

I saig - -
+9 she wily adore it put ny father will

vervy shockeds. Gm~ s

h

[t}
.
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utterly
cide I
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said,"She will look awfully good in it." Jecause she was slender and small,
and it was just as cute as could be. She was running the Queen House, it was

oo has
e e 007 o .
app " “aFather was rather horrifiecd. He liked navy blue. But he knew better

A
than to object so he kept still,.He just didn't like it. And I think most men
like navy blue. In those dayse Thought it was quite njce ‘;e%heir wives
wore navy blue.They didn't always do it. And, but nc one elss had VETY much.

I mean, they didn't have too many things. And the kids didn't have too many

things. Youfnﬁiﬁmd wash dresses and I always had scme woolen dresses in

the winter, which some of them didn't. 4And I know that a 10 o/ il was ‘scause

my mother macde nice tnings for me. I can remember her making nice pleated

skirts for me and things that vaye. And she always had a flair for giving a

little piping here and a touch there. It was never just plain. And I guess

I didn't appreciate it at the time. It was later when I know I had a wcman

working for me in the greenhouse. And she said she loved to sew. Jell all

she did was lazy daisy nonsense. other had mace point lace and everything
w&l/

else right. And her dauchter was going to be in something, the little

girl was blonde and a little bit plumpe. And she had to wear a white dress,

which of course wouldn't be very good in the begining. 4ind she picked out,

of course, chzap material., And the plainest pattern and it was so unbecoming.

And I thought, she really didn't put any effort on it. It was the simplest

way she could make it. And my mother would havs done, she might have stayed

up all night, but there weild have besn some nice touches to it. Always something

that way, you knou, In Juliaetta, people around the orcharq? cne of the Porter

families had a girl that was my age. And her mother was a very nice person.

Kind of an artist, The girl used to come to our place a lot. She'd say,"Call

up and ask if I can stay for dinner." And of course, mother would, and her

mother would say,"0id Lesta ask that? I'm sure she did," Mother would say,

"Well I'd like to have her." 5o Lesta was a little devil and so she got the

idea to be real smart. She had a party in February cn home. Her mother said

she could. /ind it was kind of a xocial event of the year for cur grade. She

Yas suppo

Sed to be kind of real nice. And she told us we should all wear pastel
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colored dresses. lMother said,"Her mother doesn't know sha's saying
shouldn't., I should talk to Mrs. Porter.' "Ch please den't, moth r, nlaoace
don't." I didn't want her to. So she said,"Well you look so much bobter in
your velvet dress." I had a velvet dress. I had it for years. I adored it.
She, "dell you look better in your brown wool crepe.® No, I wanted a pastel

dresse 50 she made me a pastel dress, an old sprigged uhite thing. But =he

@®

put some lacz trimming on it and she scalloped the skirt some uay, and she

did littlie touches, you know. And the waistband was of a lzce, it was laid

over and I know now it was really elegant. Aind of course a few of the girls
dn't have anvining, thelir mothers wouldn't do it. And they were 2rologetic

to Lesta. Lesta,""That's alright, that's alright!"™ She didn't want mother o
_— . . DL s . n, o

hzar. lpther would have slinned her alive if shen new, cne told us what ue

had to wear. Mother said,"I should have called Mrs. Porter. I should heve

c-.ind Mrs. Porter.”

Yas that poor Zisl-, “0 tell kids uhat to woap?

Ch sure she shouldn't have done it.

It would have caused a lot of expense.

an =uful.'Cause she should have been

she knew better. But she bt the idees it would be so pretty.
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Her mother didn't know,.

Mo, she didn't xnow anytping about it.{laughs) She had no idea.

)

\

¢hat was the Porter School of Art like? I saw in an cld Juliast:e Sun, 19214

!

"N giving lesscns &t home and calling it the Porter Schocl o

that sho hac b
Arte Unat wes: that like?

I really don't know., I don't know much about it. I was too young to know.
But I krow she was a very nice lady.

I think it wasn't a school, but that she gave private lescons.

She might have. I think she was, I think she was a qraduate of some school
) H

‘

1n the east and hed dgne this. I know that she was very respected. I know
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my mother sort of looked up to her. Thought she was very nice ani some o]
her frizpds in Lewiston,"uwell firs. Pgorter was so and so." She was impeortant,
but I just knew her kid. We plaved together.{laughs) That was the moin thing

with me, you know, thet was something that I didn't know. I just knew she
was supposed to be a very nice person. And she was very pleasant when i was
there.

553 lLhat year was it when you first went out there with the cannery?

Ci: Let me see. Ue were there briefly when I was six, which would have bern 1512,
And we went bhack when I was 14 for War onee. And then when we went in the

uar, we, I was there. And my father was still running the cannery at'l18,

(End of side D)

55: How did your parents figure themselves as compared to ether people there?

Ch: 1 think a lot of people thought we were poor. We lived doun by the bridge
part of the time. idn't think we were so much, but we never felt we were.
I mean, we knew we were poor, but we always thought we uwere as good as anybody.
(laughs) I think that uwas Jjust our own individual trait. We didn't care, my
mother never cared about society, perse. Didn't mean anything to her. Or to
my father. You would like somebody or you didn't., It was only, if you liked
people. But, no it never mattered.

55: Talking about stratafications in little towns and how there was an elitese

CM: Well sometimes we lived on Boulevard, which was the street. And sometimes
we lived down on Bridge, which was at that time 12t% and Bridge was a very

+he

bad aidress, 'cause that was poor part ofAtown. And if you told somebody in
school that, their mother, that you were going to home to be with somebady
that lived on Boulgvard, it was fine. If you said,"Can I go down to Bridge
strest?" No.

S5: What kind of folks lived on Bridge street?

Chs Kind of nice people.

55: S0 why did it have a bad reputation?

. . uite
CM: I don't know. It was that part of toun wasan't considered %es

)

Hi%%end area by some peonle, and there still are some people tinere that would

nice as the
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probably say that, although it has changed so much and there have been so
many nice people lived down there that, I don't knou.

Were your parents much involved in the social 1ife of touwn?

Mo. Poiitically they always took an interest. In the community thing, yes.
But not soczally, They didn't care much about, they were never interested.
0id belong to e few lodges, but of course, that was largely an account of
insurance. The lodges carried insurance in those days.iwhen I was small they

carried insurances.
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Chy there was Royal Neighbors and there was the Artisan. Jhict

later. But there uwcre more lodges then than now. Lodges were a thing. &nd
. : . | n | but
in Lewiston, of course, my mothzr had been an Eastern Star. Anﬁ,Ano, naot

socially. They were never a social family. Its never been important to me.
8]

Sounde like thoy knew quite a Teuw peoonle thoughe

¢

. o ‘ v
Ch yes. Kneuw everybomy,gn

0

Blarkston. They Jjust didn't want to, thay didn 't
socialize much in that way.

If you uanted to you could have boene..

I don't knuw. I don't think theay ever wanted to. And I think we uers rathar
wealthy enough to be in it. Really, we uere recher poor peotle. ANGees

dhat would the activities of the social slite bs

They mioht have somcbody Gordinner, that was EBbout it. They glayed cards
AT A .
Som5u¢ﬁbﬁmau the iodgese But e.ee

Yjere thers narties?

Gh yes. But not, oh sort of parties, yes. Kinda dull. Rather dull.(laughs)
Lewiston had a little more interesting parties.

Uo you think Lewiston was a more interesting touwn at that time?

Yes, probably.

It was guite a bit bigger then...

Uh yes, always bigger. Little more cosmopolitan. But weluere very different.

Clarkston, asz I say, was the New £ngland conscience of the western Lewiston,
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Vew England conscienco?

Yas, more like that. Yes more that.

Broteztant,

oNeY”

Very strict, thszt way, therz. And much more than it uas
bUo you think a different type of people liked to live thore?

Nad,
And they could enforce neocole Who.,.
Well i1t wasn't sc much, thore was o saloons and of course, T

servad, in the hones. and whers 1t was in Lewiston. 4t a nice dinner party

Ant it just

wourse now, my father had very strict feelings ofe..
« "
Me wara'd o tee Porollas )]
No. But he dicn't think that saloon people wepe as good as the rest of the
- boby o d

pzogle. He was a little narrow when it come to that., 4nd he felt that thab

vas pot +he begth,

I've had the imnression that rural life was very <ifferent from touwn 1ii

well we were shut off more. I didn't live the real rural life.
1ittle towns, but thz rural people were shut away more. It was hard
to get to tcun. But I was aluays small town. Course Lewiston was a small touw
at that time. You know, really its not a big place now and it was small toun,
And Clarkston'is more ﬁrouincial,i+ i'f 3Qr R

Uiri you notice much ~“ifference betueen Juliactta and Clarkston?

Uh yes. Juliastta was very small toun. My father didn't like it. When he was
first up there long before other family moved thers, and there wesn't anything

to do BN, evening, so they went to the pool hall. They plaved cards, ann
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CM: Been home with his family. He'd've thoucnt thaes Gre in T
He would have been much happier to be homz, to soont, Sub ho didnts 1iks oo
sit in a hotel room. And so he'd go to play cards. Sut he didn't Lil 1o,
9,\\1‘1‘4\[9
He was going back to Clarkston, Always. He liked neople in Jduliacties, nh=s

f

was going back to Clarkston. And they always voted in Clarkston. fly family
never voted in Juliaetta. They always were goinhg back there.

55: Uo you think it was the diversity he felt he was missing in Juliaetta that
was in Clarkston?

€M: Yeah. A little bit. He felt that Juliaetta was an aufully small touwn.

55: It was.

CMe True, but he liked a lot of the people there. But...

5%: What were the advantages?

CMs Well of course, thay felt they owned property in Clarkston and they didn't
in Juliaetta. That that was, they were there temporarily. That was partlyees

i B ted 4o

NO)I have very fond memories of Juliaetta. But my father never live
there. Fother wouldn't have minded it so much. But dad did. Oh no. He never

wanted to live there. GOne horse town. It was kind of the way he felt, and

e was pretty much in one of the important industries of the town, one of

’

1 I~

the important employers, but he dicn't like Juliaetta nearly, he liked the
eople. Lots of people, but as a town he didn't like it. And mother -iked
peos it peo; ’
much be X
itﬂ But he liked the people. He had more friends there. He really, I think

everybody in the town liked dad. He was that kind of a person, everybody

ikad hime And he liked them, but he didn't like the town.

[

55¢ Do you think its because of the size that it was basically tooc small?
a\i{’HL b"‘—
CM: I suppose that was partly it. I think it was. He felt it was very much little
A
andeee

Provintinl

Ui
U
e

Cl: Yes. Toeeasily run by a clique and he Jjust didn't like it. Although bacically
he had all the knowledge of politics, because he was New York Irish and they
knew how to, he would have understood Mayor vaily perfectly. Because, that's

very typically...
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55: Tammany Hall,

Criz

w3
{n

tl: If he wanted in a vote, if he was interested in an election, he kneuw just
about, he went at it just as much that way as anybody. I mean, he could go
out and there w.s probably never an election that he got stirred up he couldn't
bring in a whale of a lot of votes and he did it very ouch in that fashion.
558 He hat sometimes?
Cli: On yms. He got interested in the votes, in Clarkston especially. And hz'd
go out anz he'd really work and he'd, I inow one tim2 when he worked, I don't
wns
know what it was about nouw, we were stirred up about some ninction. Maybe
it was school, I don't know. And I said,™ lgll daddy, you go and ask so and
st now 1f he'll vote. And he wen't vete if vou don't." "I haven't ti .. There's
only cne vote therz an’ lhioo~'s so many over hers in Lhis nle ceo" And over
there he went! And hie was that way.
552 how did he g2 ztout getting voles?
Cit Onh he'd just go and talk to then. And they'd vote. He'd talk 'em inmsc 1%,
Ch yes. Aluays politically interested. And sc was my mother's father., Andy,
which ves rather unusual for zn emigrant. But he was aluays interssizd, Aluays
55 interast in that sense.
Chs He didn't so much. Juliaetta was hopelessly Republican. He felt & fish out
of watore He just wouldn't join them end he was agin 'em and that was it.
53¢ Unhat did the move mean to you es a kid grouwing up?
CM: Not too much. Except when I liked the teacher or not.
S5: 3id you leave many friends?
Cilz Nos I thought there woild be new ones. I had friends, yes, but no,that didn't

[

Uh yes, he understood that perf fectly and how to get the votes, and uher%‘uas

important and of course you gave a job to sc aad 50, 'cause it was so many
votes there. He understood that perfectly. Completely and ...

But he didn't practice that himself?

much. I had been moved around quits a bit. We wers

from house to house, because we cuned three different nplaces and we would

glways meving
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live here for a while and there for a while. And so neighborhoods I was &

\)P Wlm and nO, I so s

i
g
3

Uas theremuch neighborhood life in Clarkston at that time?

B

(48]
=
oo

Some.

I

You did identify with the kids$

[€))]

w3
.

CMs Oh yes. The kids in your neighborhood. 45 you walked to school with them.

=

-

Because we always walked in those days. There was no ridss. You resally wore

a cripple to get a ride or you had to live way out. Now the Dustins had, they

hed to ride. But there vag§ people that walked still farther, somctimes.

Sometimes thoy walked from the Helghtserow I didn't live inithat rpart, but

the Dustins lived at the Dustin Loos and they drove a horse and buggy. Yerneon

and Laura. Laura Wassum now. And of COUTSE, Vhfﬂoh was always into trouble.

He was aluays able to get into trouble at school. And if the teachers would

keep him in, he had Laura postsd especially to bring the hcrse and buggy and
wWAS

vait for him patiently. When they could see her out the window and said she g

always a nice girl, why, they would let him go pretty soon, because they wouldn't

keep her waiting like that. And ...

55: This was the Dustins? kids?

~

M: Um hum. That was Vexvew and Laura and now Laura's Prs. Weldon Yassum. And

99

she was aluays nice and Vervien uwas always into trouble.

55¢ lWhat was your parents form of entertainment? Would they egchange dinners,
visiting?

Ci: 3nme. But we were just a family.

55: 40 you spent most of your time alone.

CM: Most of the family, alone as a family. On the little bi‘, noy,radio, there
was a Tew very close friends and that was it.

55: In Clarkston?

CHs Um hume In Clarkston. We were not a social family., They had & few very good

QoY

friends.\jhere wasn't a great deal of that., I think my folks read a great

deal and that was one of the main entertainments. And we did things as =z

family . The tbree of us. Cr maybe four if there was an extra one. But often
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it was that way. Just as a family. Course, I remember when I was in hinh school,

o) pell of.
v peit of

6]

were playing cards. And we had playing solo. It was a gambling game

in Alacka. Zut dad had played, so we learned it and played it three handed.

And George Day who was suppose to come by and pick up the news and take it

- ‘ .M T
over to the Tribune that mother would have ready for at home. And George

got facinated with piwying cards. 5o he would play too. And he was trying

to learn, he wasn't very good at it. Ancd'George, you got to taka the news

over, its time for it to go." Miell can't ue play one more hand?" And scmetimes
they'd promisn,"Now George, yes but you've got to go and take the neus now.”

Then mayba, it would be late., so they'd sey,'Now Georger, its too late, we've

got everything put auzy." And he'd be awfully hard to pet te go. lause

) . . he | ,
he wvanted to play cards. And he was kind of a risk, gambled more than heo

should. I megn, he'd bid higher and we played with beans.(laughs) Sut no,

1

we didn't do a lot. We worked hard, we were tired, we had our meal.

dhere was your mother working?

X

. , . v . , . .
At that tlmehthe paper, but she was aluays doing sémething. And then of course,

. , , . . L .
later she was started the green house. But she was alwaysAsometnlng. AN

father was aluays busy at somatilng, so no, ue didn't to a lot of soclalizino,.

I think we did less than the average. I think us reaiy dide And meybe uwe

16))

ve Very dependent on each other, that way. Scmaitime:s

you a lot of pecple, churches wers quita a

Your femily were Catholics”
Yos, my family went te the Catholic church.
]

wer

D

they very involued in the church?
Well, always went., My father was a very devout Catholic, Later, when the,
i+

see, he was Irish Catholic and there were so many German Catholics and

didn't mix too well. And so socially we didn't mix too much. A4 few friends,

or

&
5

[3)]

very general thing they would think well we should no. And I remember
the time they said, they wsre sick.'You've got to go, and represent the

amily. /ou've got toc go.” There vss 2 oift we were giving the nastor. 5o
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T went. And this one German shiin, fay ; L an

she'd say,"It's nice of you to RS TA Polivnt's
Lo g ot Aaime b ST e 1

want to stay anyway.What are you doing hono Shis y dolld

She toli you to go home,
It was really nilarious, but she used to o thabt. T know later, when I
]
young there was a groun of us that were congengal, more, that went to Lhe

church, le decided, well, we would mix ucre with the others in ths church.

And then thay'd pull something like that on y and then ue's clique off

4

I

and ws'd say, thsy -oobably think we're snobs. And we thought thay were terriblse,

And there was a little racial differsnce there, And it would be cne or two

he German gi that we liked real well and that mixed with us more. out

| e

There uasA race cifference there.

4]
e

7
A

=3
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there would be some aof them that didn
50 your group of friends were non German Cotholics?
Were mostly in the church, but I had lot of friends that weren't Catholics.

i

I never limited my friendships to the church. Now I know very typically for

' e

instance, one girl I was thrown with in another organization, I didn't knouw

)

ne was Catholic. Yidn't know anything about itf. And at dinner at her house,

he was entertaining, I was there and she said a Catholic grace. I said,"I

%)

didn't know you were a Cetholic.! Ue had known each other very intimately
. . C T e s , h .
for a long timz. And she said,"I didn't know you were."(laughs) And we lauged.
1

But it didn't make any d¢ifference, because I could never see tha: “hat was

a reason for social contact.

9]

I heard the Ku Klux Klan was kicking around in the early '20!
It was.

And it was very anti-Catholic.

It was very anti-Catholic, They burnt a cross on the priest's lawn at Clarkston.
Once. It was very anti-Catholic. And my mother got into a hack of a mess.

They were organizing it. Some of them that worked in the office there, now

the Alfoldis were not. They were rather pro-Catholics. They wesren't Catholic,

out they were quite sympathetic., They were not Klans, they were Southerners,

4 R Vs - ¢
but they were not Klans. But the man that was working that she was, her
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supérior probably belonged, #W&t she worked for. And he was, one man thera.
And they had a notebook thet had, I think, the list of membership. And it
came up missing. And they thought she took it. And oh, it got very uncomfcrtable.
And she didn't know what in the heck they were mad at her about! Because she
hadn't done anything. And everybody, oh, it was very uncomfortable around
the office. They stared at her. This one man just constantly sat there, by

vid

the hour andgg%are at her.

Did she know what was going on?

w
(8]
.

CM: No, she didn't know what in the world. Because they didn't dare come out with
it.

55: They knew she uas Catholict

. 4 . 3

CM: Yes. And she wasn't a very strong Catholic, but when you defyed it, then she
became a good one. The rest of the time she might not be. She might be arguing
the other way with my father, but if you said you can't, then she was, so,.
Ftmon ca s s o . LB

inezlily it turned up, some pages missing. That were found, had kept turing
upe. And some, a Kid that worked in the office had taken it feo ' the cover.
o L
55 Taxenkfor the cover?
CM: Uh huh. And he didn't know what it was and the membcrship was terrewn all over

the town.(laughs) They uwere quite apclogetic in their attitude toward her,
“}

. . ed inabwrr )
they knew she hadn't done it. She said they"’wﬁ4 77, Bub it was just very

intolerable for awhile. Uf course, her attitude was this way there was one
young man and she thought he was too nice to be roped into thd*z 50 she
vesy ﬁﬁdc”jb. ‘ said,'' You mustn't do that, because somebody might
think that you were a member of the Klan and that would be terrible.'lLooked
so funny @t her, 'cause he thought, he'd been told that that was ‘kind of a
nilce thing to do.
55¢ Nice thing to do what?
CMs To belong teo it, that was the popular thing. And of course, Christian minister
\(ul\ \NL\\\A\)"\"{ Were YAo(e oYy \es%

ew v, friends, they could argue and all, but they were, they kneu
Motex XKW N ’

each other very well, And he told my father, they were in the together, hou
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much they got for evely member and John got to join i,

dollars on this one,(laughs)

551 Thk}s was the minister?

CM: Yeah. But they were in another deal together. 5o they, he got very frank about
that. But, course, my father didn't think of nim much as a ninistcr. They
were in a business deal tocether. Dubt “herc was quite a strong thing, and
there uaaaler/ much in the ladies ¢lub, 1%@ best club there was guitec a bit
ofy 1t was very difficult for a Cabhclic woman to bo zccepted. The only cne

librevisn. Uho was ¢ Taiholic, Mrs. Windas. and
She was superior to all of them inm education and
everything. Sutee.

55: This is

Cfs Un huhe Cut I think, there wes & banker's wifz Licre that was a very nice

£sons And mother said,"Iezn't o of her friends who was.
ard
Mrs, Passen wac a nember, snd s fuhy in the worlc haven't
thoy invited her "She, oh well, bolonge She's a Catholic,”
n ] R ] T3t 1 3 10 2 1) . w’\ﬁ’r (‘*kn R 1
Anc T will oy, now we liked fire Halsy. He was In and he was & real

nice man, lauver. But his wife was very anti=-Catholic, I remember the rillirer

Waro

rson,thare A bl was very nico

s

in the fown. 5he was 2 raa

.

nerson and she balonged to a club, her daughter did too. And her brathsre had
g ’

s and his child was in a2 convent

a lotter and he was wzdduer or somethin:

It

school. "In Uhat!'she said,"Well why would he send her to a Cathelic school?¥
2
) voa ket “p sha Uy I
fire. Tucker > wnd said,™I don't know. I suppoce maybe he'zs Cathslic,”
LA I
b ot
o~ . . l+ dn u&({)'\'*‘ “k . . . .
She just didg CQurp s He she was more liberal and she Just..

But now, Mr. Halsy was not that way at all, But his wife was VEBIY Narrou.
find there was some of that. And of course, I was in high schocl, I didn't
think much about it. I found out afteruards some of them thought I was going
to be a nune And I never intended to. Naver once, never crossed my mind! And
I think it was an inden2ndence or some thing and maybe they thought it was

a reserve or something. But, I had went east once and probably, anc gone to

O
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a Catholic school uhen I was there. I don't know why they cob the ideca, but
anyway, high school graduation, the bacca%vgureate was at the church, Christian
churche Catholics at that time weren't supposed to go to another church. But

I hadn't thought about it much. Mother said, it never hurts you to go to any
other thing. Father didn't think it was a good idea. He didn't say much. Course,
all I was thinking about was it was a certain new dress, that I was gnnna

weare. And it was an expensive dress, and I conned mother out of. So I was,
nothing was going to keep me from going to that baccalaureate as far as I

was concerned, 'cause I was getting this dress. And I didn't knouw it, and one

of the girls that was more of the German fanily had a real arguement about

it. 'Cause she felt that she sheuldn't co and they were religious and they

were saying she had to go. And thers was a talk, our principal said,"You will
9o or you will not graduate.” I don't know what in the heck he was talking
about! But if I had known, I would have gons in there and said,"You keen me
from itl" And we would have one blaniety blank arguement! And of course I

would have argued it much better. This girl probably went in there and cried.

Andese

55: Do you think it was her parents or her .

Her parents and her. She was raised that way and they were very strict old
COUNtIYees
Bid she go?
I think she dide. As I recall it, she went in tears Izind of and loo'ed kind
of ob9%7,  ang of course, all I was thinking about was what I was wearing.
But I would've had a real arguement with him and I might have won, too. Because
w ould

I was much better arguer. Therekhaq¢been no question. I had been in his
classes and I'd been an A studeht, and I knew him pretty well., I think we
would've had a real arguement.
It really passed yau by?

oo\

I never(;(pdh: And then later when I was teaching in this little town therc

was a lot of Catholics, and I taught in a public school, so we didn't mix,
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fnd they uwere German Catholics. But we had a new pastor, who uas very modern,

gra.dvation

And they were, first time they were having a highschoolhand our superintendent

good as he could. And it would be sort of a dismal

o

as trying to do it a

little affair anyway.

-~

WUnere is this
At Ferdinand. And so he said, the old minister, he asked to give this agrass,
Catholic one. He said,"Uill he talk too longi™ I said,"How long do you want

him to talk?" "uell I don't want it over so long.” I said,"You'd better

go and talk to him." Course, I knew what would happen. He'd talke to this

young nriest and he'd say, he Cpuldn't talk that long! Five minutes is plentyl

b=

=

He never stooped talking. He was Just out of the army

i

het long, to

and he'd been a marine chaplain znd he wasn't going to talk t
anybody. But they finelly I think porsuaded him to try and take up ten minutes.
And that was as nuch as he would do. Ho was a very good spoaker, but he wan
not going to be involved with.it then. There was no goint. He did everything
briskly.

bUhat about the Klan¥ lias it upsetting or frightening to you?

I didn't like it, I t made me mad. But beyond that, I was never afraid of ‘'em.
T was the kind that was a blooming foocl, and I would have said, you just stay
away from me or I'll take care of you. I mean, we were never afraid. But we

didn't like it. Of course, naturally didn't like it. I thought thsy were darn

=)

Tools.

tihat was their purposa? Was it anti-Catholice?

Anti -

Anii- Catholic, Jew and ...
They were anti-Semetic too?

s

Very muche. And the flegro. Very much anti-legro. Viry raciale. AnCe..
I know in the Gouthae.
WJell they were, all arocund.

tieil it was money!making deal and theoy oot ten dollars for getting them to
‘, C J c

Jein and they got a lot of ignorant poonle to jein. Apg
- e Hng

ot
=
23]

Temember that



MAHOR

CMs Yeah. And that was about the Klan,
55: Uid that have a pro-=Klan effect.
Gt 1 suppose, bscause it roally was pro-'Klan. Looking back on it. But of ct

we enjoyed it because it wes & movie. Things moved.

: . . cu e e e s ol
CHMe I imagine it dide T wasn't interested in Lhat.eech it was the shou! So we

wantod to sece it because it wes an exciting show. It was just a shouw to

I wasn't interested in the Klen Idea. Courseo, they made it sound very o
but actually, it probably did,.

553 I've readees

Nt e

(BN

0C,

Ciis Us wouls be horrified if the overtones of it now.

533 I've secen it not long aqo.

LM: Have you? and you become shocked, yes. You find it very, but at the time it
was just a movie. It was a show. May Marsh was so lovely in it and Henry B.
Uilihgl was the colonel. Incidently, he played in Lewiston in the Ghosts.
Ibsen's Ghosts, And I sau it. In that and he was very good. But, you knau,

I suppose it was very crude, it w.uld segem a very crude picture now, wouldn't
ity

535: Yeah, it was the racist part.

Ci: But I imagine the whole thing seemed very crude, but we were so thrilled with
things that moved!

55¢ Uas that about the first bip movie that came?

Chs First big movie., First movie that really hit the country, as entertainment.

1 can zemember then later uhen there was a few more and pecple said,"Ch no,
. . cwenl

zk"’““\“'“OV&'uzggA 8irth of a Nation.dnd that was it.

55¢ That was the only movie they noeded to see?

Che Yeah, that was it.

55: Uho were the people that joined the Klan? tere they laragely Southerners who

were in it here?
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553 They were lower class?

Ahat
CMs To quite a degree. 0 © people were making money on it. Or very bigoterl.
There were some very bigoterd people but there always are and there are
. uppar class
otherwise 777 7 *

55: This minister, was he an Evangelist minister or Traditional?

s X . . :
He was more traditional, but not, terribly well ecducated man.

CHe A
55¢ Jid they hold the meetings openly?

Cii: Semi-openly. Just semi. And they didn't gain as much control here.

55: This newspaper man in Colfax who was Catholic was told to get out of toun
because the Klan was burning a cross.

Ms Well, they didn't get that far, they would have liked to have, but they did

=

(9]

t went un and burned a cross on the priest's lawn at

es. Yes, the

3

ti

Y

<

o)

larkston. And, but the town marshall was not with them. He didn't like it

and he probably chewed his tabacce pretty fast. But it didn't gain too much

i

here, but it probably dic some places. Of course my fTether said,"wWell the
? i y

.

just don't know any better. They're ignorant.”

55: You mentioned German people. 1 understand that during WWI there was quite
a bit of anti-Germans,
Ci: Yes there was, with somz of tkem, and it was sometimes very foolish. 'Cause

there uwere a lot of very nice German people. The thing that made it 2 littile

5&£mﬂb¥

bithwnb socme of the German people stayed so closely together. Uown on the
praire, when they came over Green Creek, came in a mass. And they uwere a

little cliquey tc each other. Probably because they felt comfortable. They
Al
cou}d speak their language, and that. And Iktha young people, and there uwas

a difference, when I taught school in Ferdinand, I got intc more trouble,
because here I am, a blabber, and I'd go douwntown and at first tine, I didn't
sak to anybody and I found ou: tihey said I wes very highbrou. And one girl

e
that was supposed to ask me to do something 'cause I had gone to church anrd

%]
O
3]

she wanted me to do something, and she took six weeks to ask ne, 'cause she

“idnt't get up couraj8e I was s0 highbrou. dell I was shocked. 50 I went doun
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and talking to everybody cnd I met liks a young tfellow on the street, I dicn't
, whethe
w708, I knew him or not, but they all knew me. S50 I said Hello and its a

nice day, and go on. That was a great advance. 0vh of a clear sk

something going on, this younn man uould be ab rour doorsten, \re you reacy
> R b1 b4 b -9 Vi

R - R 1 ey oy 2o €2 8T P PR S T
to got’ G0 where?" "Whatt' You dicdn't know what Lo

Just didn't know. Ye roally socke o differont language. Wz had difiorant
custons,. ow the older peonle I got along wlith much better. incd then T would
GUewe

S55: The older Germans?

CA: G, y.s. Thay didn't think I uas trying to inv.lve Sh-m in a romancs. They

X0
show uz, take me to a dance I Zidn't want to go with then, to. Or

anything that wey. They treated more, you know. and I wea' “c some of Lho
partics, They said, vou clither go or you don't. Uell 1 got Tevited and I
thought I'd go, so I went. ind they were quser to me. Thay played narlor gamss.

vias just a young teacher, 20, and thought I was very saphlisticeted

anc I hadn't nlayerd D

knows when, and I still didn't think it was much of 2 thine o toe And Ehat

PR T O P O 8 J Al ~
vas wvhat they were doing! Sort of parlor games,

93t This was instead of dancling.
Cits well they didn't have the way to dance. Now they would have danced, they were

ling to dance. Oh yes, there was ncthing against dancing. And they cerved

ulne. And it was bootleg days. But they didn't know how I would fool about
bl in

hat, because I wasn't quite one of them, so I was aimaysAanother room when

it was served,.
33¢ This was for the Ferdinand community, were thev mostly Catholic?
Yo Y

ly lot German Catholic. Now these would gensrally be out

[

CHs There was an auf.
on the ranch home. .

Uere you teaching in another school district?

o
S5}
.o

Ll: No, yes, I was teaching inm the public school. S0 I met more of thz Frotestants

in my work. But then they found out that I WESeees

[6p]

[95]

.
e
ct
o

gcause yYou were (Atholic that they were inviting you?
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pose. find I was somebody in the cemmuniiy and Shoy

3

@ Nice thing toc ask the teacher. I vas a teacher,

So what did you think of these party game

I thought it was terribly bering.

Those really wers the old country customs.,

I suppose they were. And you see, in bhe church, before I went to church,
one of the ladies told me, she said,"Now Catherine,"she uas visiting where
I was staying,"in the church, men sit on one side and women on the cther,"

Probably I would have done the wrong thing and end up a very brazen person.

dee I dicn't want to get in that kind of cn arguement.,

[

And so I gat on the other s

el

nc they did that. Husbands on one side, wives on the other. Anc finally just
a few would onco in awhile sit together, but finally they got one priest and
he said,"This is nonsense. You are in the United States. You will bohrve like
people in the United States, You will sit together as a family!" Oh, they
didn't like the idea, but they finally did it. But they were that way. And
I remember I staysc at this house where this Mary, who was so religious and
+hat
she was going around and the new priest was coming and it was the one
wouldn't talk very long and she said,"0h I don't know." And I said,"Jhat's
the matter, Miss Mary?! "iell maybe he doesn't speak German." Now she spoke
perfect English. She was born in this codntry. And I said,"uhat difference
does it make to you? You speak English." "“I've never gone to confession in
Enolishe I've always gone in German.' And I thought, dear God, what do you
ever tell him anyuway? I tiutoed upstairs because she was nensrally praying.
You could hear this, I knew it was Hzil Mary, but it was in German, generally.
I knew what it was. 4nd she was generally praying all day long. She'd go around
her things and I didn't want to disturb the poor dear, but whet in the world
would she have to confesQ?%ﬁ)huﬁ h@f\like me‘L*”ijf hove Shatke khis nice
Christian, but she was king af s—hp(‘,ke,d.
It sounds like the younger people were still very much bound to the conmunity

and the old customs.

Oh yes. 1 have a friep.
g 3 end e . o , e
- vwno Has a friond who is a German, oddly enough, German
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c was Gzrman, I thinkALutheran, I don't know. And she ha: become
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She is doing very modern things. She has been merried and she
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aised her family. Her husband's dead, shz hac good job. 5She has never been

Y}

i

in a hospital. She's going to a hospital. And we are all wondering how it's

ooing to get along. She ian't going to appear in the hall and walk up and

down, in a robe, for the sxercise. she isn®s going to let them undress her.
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you'd nsver get her there, and shs this surgery. tecause she had her

children in the nurse's home. She hac never besen in a hosnital and she,No

558 das Lhere a lot of pressurs fo marry in tie community?

CiMe tot to marry German, but to marry Cetholic. T
in the church, that way.

55t Do you heve much of a feeling for what they went through during WYI?

CMs The Germans?

555 In Cameron they had a rough time.

CM: I suppose they dide. I quess because I was Irish I didn't feel it as much,

L

I guess they dids. I guess they dide. Yeu see, it was after the war that

taught there., And I suppess, but they uwere so sclid in the community that

thoyuhole comnunity couldn®t have had that much trouble as a community. But

neonls and the greenhouse oeonie that had t

and it was s0 iculous. And of course, i, . so many more Tos

on these psonle then we realized. IF you aren’t being imncsed won, you &/

nct consious of what was haopening to the others. Ang I krow in JWII thoro
was onz man who was, belonced to, a citizen of another country. He o5 oan
oneny alizn, He hadn't Lo

33: Japanasc?

Cl: Mo, ne was fusirian. But sce, he hadn't registerasd. Ho was under German. And
I the blankety blznk atall, MNever have liked him. Yeni to my

¢ marry Cetholic was always pressur
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povon

pand 1 didnt't like him. We don't feszl, wa fe2el much more comfortable glaring at
each other than speaking. and, bul we had this triel and I said as much as

I dislike him I can't imaninz him as a dangsrous enemy alien. dAnd I'm surprised

he was so stupid not to register. I'm surprised he didnt do that. dAnc ay

-t

friend who was married into an Italian family seid,”I'm not. There's so much

?

hardship to ite. 0o you knou?" And [ hadn't realized. They couldn't go

o

C
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o
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the bridge after dark. How I didn't know that, but they couldn't walk
a bridge after dark. They couldn't have thsir radio, a sesal, on it, you

don't break it. And here mas this lovely Italian family in Spokane whole son
Ba_-f-a.— ary
[

~ Gp) . , .
" Creshal B gas the first onc to get out of, he was in tth march

and he esceped and uwas & natiinal hero, Cal. rashnl was very prominent. Captain,
I think, at the time. Captein or mzjor then. And he was in the war. Antd thay

were Just wild fo know what was happening to hime. But his grandmother had

andmother lived at his parenis house. 50

never been nationalized. nd hies

o the radio?

C
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CM: Np. And she couldn't go across the bridge after dark, and certain things.
And she was scared to death, 1 guess. And they said that hsr son was prominent
in Spokane , well known in business, And they were very nice to her. They
sald actually all the people that she had to report to and all, but he looked
out for it. But that radio mas sealed 'cause she lived there. Nou that was
ridiculous,. Here the boy was a heru, a national hero. Thoere they were. And
so it probably, there was a lot more than we, if you weren't involved you
don't realize it.

35: What about the Chinese. Have you known many of them?

Clt: Not many.

55: I undepstand they were in a similer conditicn that they couldn't become

ncitizens.

CHls They had a hovrible time,

; L, 140%s.
- . ! . nge till the "4t
55: Unless they were born here and that dlontCha =
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CM: No, and people thiat I liked otherwise, thought that

Aind I never did. I mluays thought that was terrible. Chink
of the nice things about my folks. They had as nearly no racial orejudics
as probably is possible for member s of one race to have about another. T

suppose we all have some. I was nev.or taught that because I wes vhite I uss
any better than anybody @lse. I was cnly better if I behaved better. But no

some of the Chinese were certainly very imposed on peonle. And I always f
so concerned about one of theMy, so's written up in Sister Alfreda's book,

but not much. But he ran a resturent here and I recmember my

1.

S 28

IS}

mother introducing him. 8he knew him. I was Jjust quite young. He shock h

with me, very Turmally. And smiled very nicely and I was so pleas

1
G

1
=)

people didn't shake hands with little girl as fliss Leufa's girl,

elt

ands

ed, because

Ancd he knew my mother as Fiss Laura. And he had come to this country and
had become a very very devout fethordist, Most of them, a lot of them became

Ny

bt

Mathodists. He was very very devout Christian, thot was very important to
nim. Ho had a wife in China so he wrote and told her tc bLocome a Christia
become a lethodist, I suppose he wrote long reasons why. But there uas
definite orders, becsuse that was the Chinese way. But he lived most of A
life here. And 1f you weee to describe the man you would say friendly,., He
smileds He was a dolle He was just as nice. He oould send his onev back
his family in China, as much as he could, which was & very natural thing.
Sut friendly was the word Tor him.

558 Uhat was his name?

CMs I don't knowe It's in that boobf.(BDth telking at once) And hs went back
to be sure that wife wic converiod finally before he died back
Cznton, Ancd it Just a little Leforo the Comr st thing happened anc

odﬂ ht
woe he was dead whon 1t came on. Lalways, about that poar Chir
nen't seen her husband for 40 or 50 Y o ars op Yot
would they get alonge And of crucs2 her breeding Rk
fe said I suppose, I Jon't know. And I don't know whethor they hzd chi
but I know that hilo wife and he vantzod to be sure that she was converbodl.
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~
wite

Chs

some

That was his reason to 0ol no tack,
It would have been har: ring t
Bh very. So he went and went baci,

. . wiovld have
Communist turnover that S
suffered

such a sucet old ouy. He was nice
nnd of course, when ny mother was
Nausee And she had business someti
ran 1t, Chinese. And she sai. they
and always friendly and talked and

and never smiled. And wasg
U} o
was at the Johns house?

Yes, or they came to the telephone

4

i

straight business and blank look a
friendly always would bring a pres
Nerrcisa that is so nice to force,

white peoplea.,

Jerc they considered the conter of

I don't kpow whether they were or
amount

they, there were certain of

things about like people wouldn't

ol

s because they saic they, the w

But Chinese launcry, m mother had
Y9 MYy

.

work in and they did a good job an
tYhich was a lot

have been an awful job. There was

a thing, now some pecsla, there
Chimese in court and she talked ¢
suppose there was a lot of abuse

taken advantage of terribly. As ou

was one girl here

ek
USe

i
“

to cverybody that worked for him, cuerything.
here, I think they ha opium openly. it ’15Hr13
mos with hime And there were tuo men that

were very different. Chne was all smiles

the other onz was very strict and straight

husiness,.

office for business, One of them was just
Fhet s

nd the other one was so friendly. And cne,
ents like Chinese candy or these narrcisa,
and things likz that. Probably resented

the “rug traffic in Lewiston?

not. 5o much the center. I suppose maybe

srejudice. A great deal of prejudice in
g j

L
aal

the food they raiced because ...

0]

ay they fertilized it. HUman wastecmatter.
ironed her shirtwaists that she wore to

d she paid them, I think it was 257 a shirt,

of money in those days, Heavily, heavily starched. It must

4o

s they kapt&themselves, I suppose they uwere
oneX

A could translate the

0 them more and she was s nice NEerscne I

and criticism. I think they were probably

» Indians were too. There uas always pecple
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to exploit them. The Chinese weee smart, but they had a hard time. Course
You had +he China ook .

it was Chinese cooks now in every blg ranch and gvery hotelunﬁnd sometingg
they w2re very muce a part of tth; nousnhold. There was a China cook at the
Raymond Hpuse, China cock at the Imperial in Grangeville, and in a bio ranch

:they hired a cook. Like quite often it was a China coock. Like French of French
um.H‘Gr\ »\"
Glen that's he had a China cook. And that was very typical, the cooks
Y | s
¢ bot ot

were Chinese. But we all know they were terribly exploited im AT

)
oy}
a0

The family that I know in Moscow that had a Chinese resturant, they had to
do things better for less money to get patronized. Work a 1ot harder to make
a living,

Che: work very hard. Yes, I think they did. thing that was very true. And the
aggrese vely

(o)

apanese were a little more dependent. Of course, the Japancse

)]

had been in my line of work.
55: Uere there some here in Lewiston?

CHl: In 4, yes there were a few, there's a few Japanese families here. And they're

very well thought of,., But thoy were resented some. I remembase chough there
No\('\‘\'\
was this one very well thought of family in Lewiston and the teacher ovor

o
puy
]
Lp]
o
&
]
0
6]
r
@

12 normal and she said they were so appreciative of their children

noing to school. They came to the school board, they wanted to pay extra.

And they sald, no, the school is free. And they just could hardly bal

it. And she sald they were very nice children and they have become very
Americanized. But there were some peonle that would make remarks and Ehe

children fought in YWWYII. They weren't interred here in Leuiston, bug~oh yeah,

anc of course they were very badly treated in being interred. And it wes

s0 ridiculous. How they wzren't interred in Hawali where they had boen

!

4 you do with

The nurse would take care of it. The nurse was Jepenese. She said why she

would have defendad

[




"I had no gualms.’ And she said,'I couldn't get that idea over.” Bub they ‘inn!
feel the need of it in Hawaii, If they didn't there, why chould wa? Bul voee.
553 When the family approached the school board, was this before WWII?
CMs Oh ves.
55: This was when they were first from Japen?
CM: Yos and they thought maybe they should o somsthing more Tor tha school becaus
they were so pleassd,
A‘A Xhe
HomA38951839 famiiy mece sneir living hore?
CHe TBey truck Tarmed. Beoausc teke to growing thingse. & Chinese aro more
2t to run
aresnhouss peonle cr truck
55 vou have much to oo with them in the nparly years?
jate” ,
Ciis 1 didn't know them, I met them, dion't know 'em at all. Sut overybody i
A
liked tham. Ir —nobher part of fown we didn't know thos ot oll,
355 dhen did thay come to tho comnunloy
% ard eners
CHr T odon't aoos frixnds with the Italian truck ,

vhion they're
I have a thin
to one of ou
and the

olc world

How there

thay're rather shy
State and took
they're young, the

t

6]

very attra
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are two bro
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hey kind of Blushwhen t

averac
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floralculture,.

woman thare
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country custom though,
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much,
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And

of the

Somzbody said they've from Northern

t

of our

orew

heen

roast ranges for

hoy talk.NThey

prchidse.

the Japanssc, uhoen we 0o
And they're very successful

sven nou

here muche

S50

eerta i

™

A

they're Japansse.

Japs these
Japan. And acturally
But Very well educod*ed

went to Washington

their wives from Japan. Houw,

vGU, but they weould to me,.
conventiona and there was

And thoug 5
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Che
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was the meost charming person in,

she was petite and dark and very vivacious. And we were talkino, o
said, "Catherine, look, look." And just like something out of a nainting, theee
two, they brought their wives down, They kept them very much apart, they cidn't
] y 9 ! ’
mingle at all, Seme of the other Japanese women knew a little bit, but they
didn't know at all. And they ate, we were having a barbecue dinnsr out in
the open, and they'd come by themselves. I suppose it was almost, they uwere
made up heavily, Almost like enamel. And they just, like they stood ocut, I
think they came straight from Japan and married, think it was onc of these
deals. And here these boys were college qraduates and all. I know I talked
hat, . L , C __
to a man who,livad a lot with them and had learned to speak in the Orient
A
and then lived at college with some f the Orientals. He knew them very
pu Know, bossy
well. I said it looked kind of autocratic, He said,™iell, afterall, would
A
you turn your son lose in a certain thing. He'd make mistakes.'" And its more
nrotection, make them very proud of them, I think. And very very proud, 1

didn't get to meet them at all really. They were very shy.

w

Did these boys come from there?

N ‘here . . . A ket L
I don't know. They lived . iR Seattle. Their range is there and they're probacly
second generation. Their folke must have come. They're the age that they would
be second generation. And very successful. They forced the poinsettas more
than any other firm in the world. And they ere, they'll ask questions and +hey

1
1 . L. = v~
once in awhile will prepare a paper that a college professor will reacd at

our meetings. And what they do is just fabulous. But they are Japangse. And

their wives look just like~”wy) and they cams from Japan to marry them.

PDid you have much contact with the blacks araund here?

Not readly. e knsw one that, of course, everybody know Blue Pete. But there
lace

was another man, ran a shoeshine . His boy went to high school and

rlayed football very well. And they left when he was through so they could

be in another place for him to go on to school. 1 think he met prejudice.

How there was none in Clarkston at that time. And they said he was one of the

best players, but he wasn't getting his lettor a
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it came to it, there was nobody for him to <znce wilh, fhooo o ne
Ant aenerally they'd want them to bs where they have othe movi g
had to bz a shoo-

was prejudice, Anc I think it uas
shine man.

1

jas that the man that was on Main?

55¢ las
N . . N

LHs They both were. But Blue Pate was the more known one, but this wasn't thsa.
He ran the place further up. And I think they were very nice. Hic wife had
bzen a teacher.

53t Blueo Peto.

Sfie Blue Pote was the other one. Blue Pote held hiz own in ¢ JaYe

53¢ Was he helrtes.

CFe Yes, ho was hereo indefinétcl\.

551 He vas a choeshine man too.

s Yoes, And what heve ya. Eut Blie Fete held his cwn more. But tho obher

y

him to be educated unl

T
he might have gone to collece and he micht have gotten into a profession,

~en n (X -7 7 P o I A 3y ¥ e 3 P [P — . e [
LN i0TEe. IEJ, HELly LLUC reTE was interestod in fcney, oi tourssc. duUpposzt Lo have
ST o Yy 3 > 21 “ e e R - b e A i el [ 3 4 -1
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CH: Yeah. He would ganble and

551 das ho well liked?
Nie O T 4043 [ PIER [ | 11 ) . .~ L o \ WAS
Glie Ui . LRINK 806 SUt probadly, it's probably rough on his wifz. I think che LY

4
0
(@)
3
o)
3
K
-4
H
l_l -
]
3
)
[ ]
—
o

was nobody for them to nig with and ue

4

“now we had, when the DuFower Choir came thr

guite a lot. But they had been iqé and the

ct

the teachers said,"Don't book them, we'll have too much

rouble, you kncuw,
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CMs

alrigh{, go ahead. And they were marvelous. It was in our =~on

*hafjr u”4swnfh

FUp P . e
talkaed in thao grous thad Sl ohil. And

1
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KNOW, T went, ind I linow this was bhein
when the fellows came in and they came in the front door. uwo wers lises u

te 30, and"Excuse me, excuse me,"going in. And there wasr't  smile in the

group. I thought, my, they'rc a serious bunch. They were just very aloof

whe"‘

I thought they sang beautifully. o encora., They didn't give one.ﬁ.f ay sang

a solo, he did, But for the goeup, they were kind of military, because they'd
Just come cut of the military.

What was the name of the group?

JuPuuzr. Paur or something. And it wes just a heavenly night “or music. Ue
¢idn't know anything about it. And finally we were just not going to lsave,

ve were just so excited. At last we were clapping for the whole group. And

he came back. And they sang. They took care of us beauﬁifu%g. They sang the
Star Spangled Banner and you had to stand upe. Got us out. And by that time

we got the message that for some reason we were not their favorite audience,
though we enjoyed them much. Found out in the morning paper they hadn'% been
given decent housinge. And I was very glad that the only housing that was first
class that was offered them was the motel next to me in Clarkston. Utheruwisc
very second class. And I knew the peoplz that were responsible for

ité They were somewhat friends. And they had, "No, we won't take them, they'ee
blacke™ And I can see that maybe no one hotel would take the whole 40 of them,
because it was probably quite a group. But they could all have taken soma,

Was this a decision made by the hotel owners themselues?

Ancd the motel owners, that they wouldn't do it. And the man that was head

of it got on the phone and theYees

This was after WyII?

After WWII. And that was pretiy recente And I know that a man that told ms
the whele story, I didn't know it all, it came out in the paper. That they
weren't, we all knew why, thét they weren't, and why they were mad at us.

Didn't blame them, but that was when therz was this fight and more housing

Y8S COMING Up and it was being pushed and it was a real thing. But it was
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later than I knew because this fellow I= was on +he same board W"‘h; s

wife had worked for this organization when she tried to gat thg

s I knew the whole kit.
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Equal housing, was that a local issue?
x;wafﬁmc
CMie well it was paticna’. I mean it was coming up. Civil rights were coming on
4 somebody L
~nd nd*"'ﬂfi Of course, now that couldn't happen/you dony '+ exclude yarious color,

YoV . . .
cresd, but at that fime coulds And at that time there would he the signs,

white only,.

55: So far as your family was less prejudiceds..
CH: They weren't conscious of eny. They dicn't intend to have anye. I think unconsiously

we all doe.
553 They probably would have objectecter for you to o date a boyes.

CHe: Thaey prouebly would have.

Ciis Nloe That wasn't a guestion asked at all., DBut my father, who was a strong
Cathollc had married a non~Catholic. So NBeoes

~ il . '

55t Ve didn't have a loco Lo stand on.

phoush™ |
Ciis Ne, he dicn't have a lao to stand ONe ..N4d ny mother that vou did as vou
? =1 J

slzased on those probably would have. I wuld cay that most
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that is, probably most races now. On either side that they dos Bocause
T have knoun some of...

(End of side F)

CM: You see, she didn't like it.

53¢ Thz depths of this racial prejudice are really...

+touchy
' thing. Thank goodness that
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Chies Pre
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tty bad. Yes it's very desep
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at least there are certain rights becausc from that you can at least build

a

a way to live. I know that I belongec to a colub that there were guite a fouw

southern people in it. And quite a lob of diffnrre

in a lzusuit that she had won. It was guite a thing.
. . . . s Loy g de At L ey
And znother one In thez caountry making too nuch fuss about thate And s
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sald, o I don't.” The o%hzr ons who was She shouls be £ W,
! A
That is ridiculous. You wouinn't to go without faod, S e qmiie T
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chought of it cuite that wey, ind I can comember beine ab o aoc

=) H S e S by 5 3 ST L PR TR Ly s T I 1ot ey pg e Tom i 2
a iuna I.‘:Zli:lﬁl"f ching in ool 1T muUst ave anen wiliie ANG THETe was thias S8NLE

Lady canc and sang. Well Spenizh

Anc thls womam speaiks Castillian

hezir family had moved

Spanich, it's Castillian, which

was dark and

she kept saying,"Well But she
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carc, sne shouldn't be treated like that,!

sitting in herel.” And mother's say,'"Shhh, she'll hear." "I don't

Ant my mother was just dying. And

folke. Uhich meant

"’ codf’&ﬁ }7‘-‘5
alry

gnt:

of course, mother didn't know how to handle it. Mow I would handle it differently.

I would look at her and say, " Ch, she's a fricnd of ninc." uheaihe
provooly &

or no%: And then they would shut up, at least. "€ause I've learned that you
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us t 50 emmrrﬂ,scd .
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30 embarrassed
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do 1t that way. 3ut mothor w
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¢ she didn't know what to do! Because ohe ken
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