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Wild Davey scared kids by his appearance.

Mr. Creighton befriended him, and he got free
food from the hotel. Mr. Creighton's
background; he had special friends, and not
very many. Mr, David was highly civic
minded, and could have been govermnor.

He accepts better offer to work at Davids,
even when Mr. Creighton offers to improve
his wage.

Discussion of killing of Watkins and Steffen.

Mother's boarding house for college students.
He and brother slept in a pulldown bed in

the dining room., Toilet and water; students
hathed in a tub in the kitchen. Their boarders
made good after college. Buying fuel from
Moscow Mountain '‘woodrats'',

Sampson children learned music: he played in
a mandolin group; some people objected to
aperformance at the Methodist church.
Encouragement of prohibition (continued).

WCTU was behind Prohibition here. At first
checkpoints were set up for people coming

back from Washington, which still was wet;

then it was bootlegged in. Defeat of Prohibition.

His interest in selling and help from Mr.
David. He gave him a book on the psychology
of selling (e.g.,weak handshakes,coarse hair).
A course from the university, and one from
Dale Carnegie. How Mr. David dealt with
customers in his store: directing them to
salesmen, giving gifts.
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How he became head of men's department; his
success and long hours of devotion., Innovations:
reducing hat clutter, installing a dressing

room, a balconey for stock, racks for suits.

On trips he inspected other men's clothing
stores, and developed ideas for window displays.
Salary through the years.

Mr. David's political activity: his concern
for the university; he could have been
governor, Getting the university in Moscow;
the threat of a new state of Lincoln.

Pushing to the Front: a book given to him by
his mother, about how to succeed in your
chosen field.

Circuses in Moscow: a pass for carrying water
to the elephants. Chatauquas in Moscow.
Roller skating and playing for dances at
Egan's Hall,

He guarded the IWWs in the bullpen as a
national guardsman.

Building Moscow's first golf course at
Ghormley Park. Organizing Moscow's first
country club. Criticism during World War

I for taking wheatland for a golf course.
Purchase of present Moscow golf course; sale
to Elks because of high costs. Resistance of
local businessmen to playing golf: Mr. David
golfed on the sly. He sold golf clubs at
Davids, starting its athletic department.
Turning in golf balls for money.

Effort of Kiwanis and Rotary clubs to discourage
formation of Lions in Moscow, thinking there
wouldn't he enough members to support three
active service clubs., Davids originally
opposed him joining Kiwanis, but he did six
months later; a membership drive.
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Camp Konjocketty (Dean Eldridge's summer home)
used by scouts. More about the scouts'

14 mile hike. A beeline hike that crossed a
creek, Trails. A boy lost patrolling a fire.

Abundace of trails in twenties, and popularity
of picnicing. Road up Cumarine Gulch to
Princeton; proposal to develop road and park
at top of mountain.

Trying to reform a boy through scouting. He
later goes to reform school and breaks the law.
Another scout who was involved in bad activities;
confusing his name with another man's leads

to a bad recommendation.

Backers of early scouting in Moscow. Scouts
replaced the old wooden street signs about
1927. A scouting executive ruined scouting
in 1925; Mr. Sampson reorganized it a year
later.

Scouts conduct a traffic survey on three
corners downtown to show the amount of
traffic there was in the twenties.

with Sam Schrager

January 25, 1975
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SAM SCHRAGER:
HARRY SAMPSON: I saw Wild Davey. I was nine years old when I came here
in 190%,

SAM: What do you remember about Wild Davey?

-

H S Well, all that I remember is that as kids we were scared of him because he
was kind of a recluse, I guess, you'd call him. We more or less considered
him a hermit, sort of. And he had these dogs which we were afraid of too.

So that he was an individual. He was eccentric. People in town here lnew of
him, so he was, as I say,a character.

SAM: Did you see him mostly going by on the street? Is that where you'd see him?

H S: Yeah, we'd see him d&h here. He lived right down here on White Avenue, in
kind ofa shack down there. And by the way, too, at that same time we had a
negro family that lived right down in there. Ml that's the first negro family
that I know of that came to Moscow. And they were here before 1902, 1i'm sure.
Clarice knows the name of the negro family because they wereﬂd;rk negroes.

SAM: Do you know how he made a living?

HS: No, 1 dont. No, I don't.

SAM: Did their kids go to school here?

HS: Oh yes, yes. I don't know how many youngsters they had. I suppose she's

ovX

taping there or I'd go up and ask her now. I can't remember; it wasn't a
A

big negro family at all.



SAM: We'll ask her later. Do you now if they stayed for véy long?
They

H S: Well, as far as I know, I don't rmember tham ever leaving.
MAY be buried hd€e in the cemetery, as far as I know.

SAM: This Wild Davey, did he have any friends in Moscow?

HS: Yes, Mr. Creighton was ayartieglzghﬁ friend of his. And I wouldn't be
surprised that he saw that he had clothing to wear. And as Clarice
mentioned the last time you were here that the hotel gave him food. And
at that time the hotel was run by Mr. Gale whose daughter married Gub Mix
Mrs. Gub MiX was a Gale.

SAM: Do you have any idea why Mr. Creighton and he were friends?

HS: No, I don't.

SAM He just took an interest in the man?

H S: Yeah, evidently did. Creighton was a man that had very few friends, but he
had special friends that he liked, he was interested in.'Cause he was an
immigrant; he was a boy from Scotland, came to the United 8tates. And in
fact, as I understood it, his folks wanted to make a minister out of him,

\w““‘ﬂr“+’d
and he didn't want to, and he, over to America. And I don't know how
old he was when he came here and how he happmned to come to Moscow, I don't

Whilsas going to school.

know. But I worked for Mr. Creighton from 1907 to 191C
And why I know he had special friends, he would semnd in to a liquor company
and get very high grade wines and liquors and get oh, a barrel full of the
stuff. And he had a little hideaway in the back of the store where like
someone that he wanted to talk to secretively, and he had that barrel p—
there. And before Christmas he would make up the packages of these different
people that he was going to give those presents to. And I'm sure Wild

Davey probably, was maybe one of them too. I don't know. But I know there was

variovs
on

a banker in town; he was a special friend. And ‘hert were es,

I delivered some of the packages for him.
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So really he was the kind of man who didn't hob-nob with all the businessmen
but that kept mostly certain people as friends.
Yeah, he had defimte £riends.
Can you tell me--I was thinking about how he is different from Mr. David in
their ways of looking at business and at life. How were they different, those

two men?

Well, Mr. David was a community spirited man. He was interested in the education,

the spirituﬁl life of the town, politically, in fact he could have been
governor of the state if he'd wanted to run for it but he turned it down.

I don't know the reason for it except that it took him away from his business
or something. But Creighton, he and his wife, he had a wife that was very
eccentric. And she only had a very, very few friends too. So they were that
type of people.

Would you say that the two men had a very different philosophy of business?
Well, they got to be very competitive in years on.-And I think that was one
of the reasons probably that Mr. Geigbton didn't want @e to go down to

David's because when I left there he never spoke to me for severgl years after
I'd been down there. Even his wife wouldn't speak to me.

Would you tell me about what that offer was? You said that he ﬁade you an offer
when you came back to say that you were offered a job.

Well, I was ok I think it was, twenty-fvie dollars a month. And

the opening down there was due to a young fellow that was living at

my mother?s place. He and another fellow had a diggreement and they both

quit, so they needed somebody quick. So this fellow told me, he sayd,"If you
want the job,go down there and see Mr. David." And they were particularly
interested in someone that could understand the Scandinavian people because
this county was probably sixty per cent Scamdinavian. So I went down there,

and I just got the job that quick. So I went back and told Creighton about it
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and at first he just kinda blew up and wouldn't say anything. And I gave him
plenty of time before I went down to David's. Socwen+mathe came around and
he says,'"Will you stay if I boost your salary?" Well, he boosteqxib to, I
think it was thirty-five or forty dollars a month. And I had to tell him,
I said, "My offer down there is better than that? andthaﬁad already accepted
the job so I couldn't refuse it.: I was of that nature. At the same time
I e an offer from R.9. Dhurfee yho run a bookstore, and he offered me the

same amount but I decided to go to David's.(s¢e inserts 4a, 4k e

SAM I wanted to ask you about your mother's boarding house too. About how that

worked and what it was like.

Well, after my father passed away, in 1907, I think it was. He left her insurance,

and she was advised to use that insurance to buy a home, she'd have a placeto i

because we were renting at that time. We had sold the home that we had built in
1902. So that was for sale and we bought it back. There were four of us
youngsters, and I was the oldest at the time, in order to keep the family
together, why she decided to run a boardfg house for students, which she did.
And in order to do it,we had three bedroomiupatairs and one down and a parlor.

And she turned the parlor into a bedroom, so that gave her four rooms for
+wo
students. Well, she had about six to eight students, they slept in

o~ d
" room. And she was a wonderful awmk.And she'd boar@fand roomed them for

twenty dollars a month. And she set a very good table; they all liked her
food. Well, that left it pretty tough for us for sleep ing quarters. So

my brother and I, we slept in the dining room in a pull-down bed which we
Aoy
had to put up every morning so,they'd have enough room to eat around a big

Lacvhes
~, of course we had an

dining room table. Then as far as the toilet

outhouse. That was the only thing we had there; the old outhouse with a
\Y\b\de- he b’&)l\dmﬁ

crescent over the door and a Sears and Roebuck catalogueﬂwhicthad to be

We fhad no

moved about every year or so., water supply, we had to drill our own
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Did Mr. Creighton ever mention to you about his getting shot by
Steffens?
Not that I knew of, but I knew of the incident.Because we came here
the spring after all this happened.So it was,l knew that Creighton was
walking down the street and Steffens took a shot at him and he was
on Steffen's list.Creighton and Watkins,Dr. Watkins and seems to me
the sheriff.
I think Jolly was on his list and also Held.
August Held was on the list.
What was the talk when you came about what had happened? Did they have
any motivation for Steffens going after Watkins?
I really don't know. He was a little off balanced but he did have a
grudge against Doc Watkins alright.For some reason or another. I don't
know whether it was because of some medical reason or what.
From what you heard, did Steffens have a history of being unbalanced?
Evidently he showed some peculiarity because the,when he went on this
rampage, he went on horseback. And as soon as it was all over, why he
should go back to his mother's home, he was living with his mother, I
don't know. You'd athought he'd a head out someplace. But he didn't.
And then of course, when they surrounded the place and tried to get
him to surrender, and she finally came out of the house and they had
shot holes into the house. We saw holes in the house years afterwards.
After he was shot. So we don't know whether he shot himself or if he was
shot by a bullet shot through the house.But he was killed right there.
Do you have any idea how the mother took it?
Well I suppose like any mother,she wanted to save her son, didn't want
to see him killed. But took a lot of nerve for her to come out the door

and try to get 'em to quit-
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HS:

SSs

HS:

SS:

HS:

SS:

HS:

Was she telling them he was dead?

As far as I know I don't know.

You think she came out to tell them to stop shooting before he died?

I suppose coming out of the house she thought maybe that would stop the
shooting. There were a lot of men out there with guns that they got from
the hardware store and went out there and the whole sheriff set up.

They were in like trenches like in the Paradise Creek out there.For
protection.

Did the men in the posse ever talk about it in the later years?

The papers were full of it.My father was out here when it happened.

We were still back in Wisconsin. We didn't come out here until about

the first of March.And of course, he had papers so that, oh those big
headlines. I imagine there's papers someplace, at the university or
someplace that show all what happened.

They have the Lewiston paper but not the Moscow one. And they have two
accounts. The one that come out right after he was shot the same day
was quite different than the one that came out the next day.A number

of the details were different.Whether he had killed himself or been
killed.What had happened after he shot Watkins and some of the encounters
that he had in Moscow.Whether the mother had, you heard that the mother
probably came out to get them to stop shooting? While he was still
defending himself?

I would take it that was the reason she came out,yes.

: They have that two ways too. She came out before or after he was dead.

Did the men talk about it in later years?

Like any incident of that kind, it never dies down. It sometimes gets
magnified as to what all happened. I remember seeing some headline of
what happened, alright,but I've kind of forgot a lot of it.

Its been suggested to me that some of these guys had some doubts in

later years, did you ever hear that any of they guys in the posse said



;
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that they were sorry? That they'd handled it that way?
HS: I don't remember reading anything about that.
SS: I was thinking in the talk.

HS: No, I don't remember anything of that.
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well so we had a pump which we had to carry water into the kitchen for drinking

we had no of all +hings
cooking and all that. And " sbathroom, and .y having students,
the younger féllows, they had to take a bath in the kitchen in the tub,
a metal tub, Mother would have on the back of the stove alboiler, boiling
hot water. And they'd just take water out of there and put it in the tub
and that'e where they took their bath. Well then, somiwc¢ﬁ0§e hal an electrical
engineering student that stayed t;here-‘cr-Qm Wallace, and Mother wouldn't let
them use very big light bulbs because the electricty was rather expensive .
So he worked out an idea of where he could put a wire ahead of the meter and
oriNg
into his room, Bich he did. And as far as I know, that operated for
years that way. We didn't know anything about it but we found out afterwards.
These fellows were all around twenty, twenty-one, twenty-two, along in there.
One was a mining engineer, one was an electrical engineer, two of 'em were
civil engineers. And it's remarkable, we kept tab of those fellows after
they graduated and where they went, and every one of them made good. I

anold +ime

remember Harry Driscoll, for one, which is family, that

he lived there. And he operated a h&aﬂ business out of Troy and made a mint
of money on that. Another fellow was from Genesee, Ole Pauls. He wound up
in the federal government with road construction and bridges and so on.

Did most of these fellows stay for several years in the boarding house?

Oh yes, oh yes. She operated that, oh, for about six or seven years. In
fact, I was working at Creighton's at the time when she started it. And she
carried it on even for sevéd?&ears after I went down to David's.

Did these students go out on dates in those days?

Oh yes, oh you bet.

University women at the time? Is that who they'd. . .?

Yes, yes there were. I could tell you one incident, but it wouldn't do to

record it. One of them fellows that stayedthere.
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SAM:

Maybe you could tell it without using his name.

Well, I don't think it would be, kind of an immoral thing.

Where the wood came from that you heated with?

Well, we had a woodstove i in the living room and dining room, and

a woodstove--wood and coal range that she cooked on. And we had what they
called, the people that lived out in the mountains, they called 'em woodrats.
And they, during the wintertime, they would cut four foot length timber and

! i+ 11 e hex+ sUmmeY”

sell it then the next summeBAfor the 4kam9 winters fuel. As I remember my
father used to buy eight cords of wood at a time. And we had a woodshed, piled
it outside the woodshed. And there was a fellow named Stanley who would,
two of the sons are still living in Moscow, Hubert Stanley and Rick Stanley,
he had a saw machine put on the back of the truck and he would cut those into
sixteen or eighteen foot lengths--yeah, sixteen foot lengths 'cause it was
four foot cordwood. And then both iy sistersand brother\Ne‘ pile the wood
in the woodshed. And then a little later on, why we mixed coal along with

the wood to get more heat.

And generally the cost of things was very, very low then.

Oh, as I remember yafd buy a cord of wood for oh, around four and a half

to six dollars a cord in those days.

Your mother could actually make a living by the rates that she was charging
these fellows.

I don't know how she did it, but she was interested in my two sisters taking
music. And she bought a piano on a monthly payment basis and paid that out.

And my two sisters learned to play the piano. As far as my brother and myself

were coincerned, at that time there was a mandolin club organized in Moscow,

\
a man from Spokane came down and gave lessons. And the instructor, it was a
Jhert
guitar player, and - was a man named Childers who run a ice cream

parlor, played a guitar. And then I played the guitar so there were three of



SAM:

H S:

SAM:

H S:

SAM:

H S:

SAM

us and about oh, there must have been about twenty-five mandolins.

He furnished 'em a mandlin for nothing and give 'em instructions. And

1 think the course, for six lessons, was twelve dollars. When we finished
the course, why we gave the concert ithe Mthodist church for the city.

And the people could play it after six lessons then?

Yeah.

Pretty good.

Yeah. And after that was through, why then there were four us, formed a
little mandolin club of our own and played at churches and lodges and
different organizations around town. And that group was--1 went down yesterday
to see the Eggan girl, who her cousin was one of the group. There was 5|gh¢¥
Eggan, Jenny Peterson, it was Claus Peterson'!s daughter, and my sister, Mitle,
and myself. And we flayed for, oh, a good many years after that. Until,
really our final playing was up at the Lutheran church, which I was a member
of. And oh, our pieces were waltzes and two-steps and things like that.

We didn't play any religious hymns or anything like that. And we had enough
Fundamentalists in the church that objected to having that kind of music
in the church. We never played after that.

You weren't playing at a church service, just in the churchfiggtﬁere you
playing it for a service?

It was ém-evening service of some kind, it wasn't a church service but
it was in the church. And they didn't think that was the place for that

Hhat wes
kind of music. But

the days when we had a lot d&f people in

Moscow that were against playing cards and dancing, both. A lot of them
were Methodists. I think the Presbyterians were a little more lenient.
Lutherans were against it too.

I've been told that it was really those people who felt strongly that way

that did bring about pohibition coming to Moscow when it came.



HS:

That's right, that's right. And we had prohibition pretty earlv, It

seems to me it was before World War 1.

SAM I think it was.(Break)

(End of Side A)

SAM:

H S:

SAM:

H S:

SAM:

H S:

SAM:

A lot of temperance lectures or it was put on the ballot or what happened?
It was on the ballot of course. The WCTU were the instigators of the
whole thing. And they passed around a lot of propaganda. And of course
during prohibition the little towns across the line, Uniontown and Colton,
and those places were still open. Washington didn't have prohibition.
Of course, it was very easy to get liquor and just % over there. It
got to the point where the sheriffswould set up a posse out here on the
south Main Street and Bridge and check cars that they thought were coming
over from Uniontown with liquor. And.zthen when it got more severe g%gn
the bootleggers came in here and they went around and took individual orders,
never delivered right on the spot. They took orders and then it was delivered
a lot of

later. I remember,incidences like that.

When you say it got more severe, do you mean it was harder to get, and you
just couldn't go across into Washington and get it.

Yeah, that'!s right.

So was it openly violated? I mean it was done very quietly, but still it
was pretty boadly disregarded.

Yeah, fht was it. Because they knew that they were watching the liquor
coming in. But it got soi common that they couldn't enforce it very much.

I've heard it said that it brought about more drinking because it was illegal.

That more people got interestedigt, it was forbidden.
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That's why prohibition was overturned, just for that reason. That there
was more drinking. And a lot of people were gettin’liquor from stills
out in the mountains. And people were operating stills whth were . . .
well, there were cases where people went blind drinking some of the liquor.
It wasn't properly distilled. And so that's what defeated prohibition

oV“*”"”“” dhat but 1t
when Roosevelt came in. I've forgotten what year he37. .must have been in
the early thirties.

Well, I wanted to ask you a little bit more about Mr. David, but first
I was going to ask you about that book that you mentioned to me, that
was an influence on you in your early years.

Yeah. Well, Mr. David, senior, Frank David, took quite an interest in me,
and I was interested in my job. I did a lot of things that an ordinary fellow
wouldn?t do. And he appreciated me doing more than I was expected. And I
s quite an interest in selling and he realised that tcause I would
tell him when I made a good sale and things like that. So he had a book,
really a book on psychology, 'cause he said selling is all psychology anyway.
And in this book, he took it rather seriously too, himself. He said, "You

know, you can tell a customer by his handshake, whether it's a 1imp shake
or a real hearty shake. And you can also judge a customer by the coarseness

of his hair! Things of that type.

What did coarse hair mean?

Well, and I found this particularly true with a lot of customers. A person
with coarse black hair normally bought coarse materials fny clothing, like
tweeds and things like that. It wasn't ~H¢i&¥§i them to buy because it

accentuated their hair.

But they were attracfed to it because it was like their hair?

Evidently.

What was a handshake? What would a limp handshake or a strong handshake indicate?
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Well, a very weak person, a strong person would be harder to wait on than
the ' other. The weaker were more easily influenced in to what you were trying
to sell them. Aqd even their walk and things like that, all those things are
in to selling.
This was a book about selling? Or a book about psychology, or both?

That was the Psychology of Selling is what it was.

Did you find that book useful?
Yes, oh yes. I ref that thing through and through, time and time. And
been in

then up at the university they gave a night course, I'd the business
school and the psychlogy department and I took that in for about three months,
I guess. And then we had a fellow come thfugh here, most of the
business people on Main Street attended it. What is the fellow that national
advertised?

Is that Dale Carnegie?

Yeah, Dale Carnegie. That's it. And they sent a man in here and he set up

on business
a week's course,sellling. And I think that was brought about by theAschool
at theuniversity which was very helpful.

oovt
(.9
Did you seek advice from Mr. David very often the te'chnique and the

A s
skills involved in the work. Did you find him helpful in. . .?

Very much so because he was a salesman himself. In fact he was a good
salesman. And he would come around and talk to me about selling. And naturally
I would listen to him and probably ask questions from him about the technique
of selling.

Did you have very much opportunity to watch him working in action?

+he senio¥
i Mr. David, at the time I went./in" ' ;- there was more of a

Well,
floor walker. He did very little selling, but he'g direct customers to
people hetd want <Hhemn to wait on 'em. And he was a great storyteller.

He'd talk to the customers and he'd ‘Pq\an with *em, with friends that
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were good customers, he'd always go back and get a sack of candy and give 1+
to them. ¥hen they paid their bill at the end of the year, the farmers around
bring fem
here and a lot of people had yearly accounts, he'd always, to mgngo the man.
And he says, "I want you to fix the gentleman up with a good hat, he just
paid his bill." So I gave away many, many a hat to people. . .And at that
time you could buy a Mallory hat made out of rabbit's fur for three dollars.
That was the price I remember now. A §tetson hat was five dollars. So. . .
Well, you say he directed people to people he wanted to wait on. He had in
mind?oyou thik, to match his customers with the salesman?
I think so. Yes, I'm sure he did.
It sounds like real good business sense to me,
Well, he was. I consider him one of the highlights in making my career,
all right. Now he had eventually three sons in the arO.I,'ebut when I went
in there there were two sons. One operated the shoe department and the
cther the clothing department. And it was only maybe about three years or

that was Homer David
four that the son that was running the dothing departmenty'he wanted to

take charge of the women's yeady Jowear and ~+he ?rzegggdt;ent and hmd that

up. So he turned the department then over to me. Which I was, oh, I must have
beenfﬁgz:teen or twenty at that time. But he would consult with me several
years after I took it over. But I would say after 1921, he turned the whole
thing over to me and I operated it from then until the time I quiénaags

1711 have to admit that I was rather successful operating it because in all
the years that I was in the store the men's department had the biggest

volume and the most profitable during those years. I have the figures down

in the basement from the year I went in until the time I quit.

I could ask you to what do you .zttribute that success, but I don't think

I will because you probably would be too modest to want to tell me.

I gave 'em plenty, plenty of my time. A ten hour day didn't mean anything to me.
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In those days we went to work, you know, at seven o'clock and quit at
C hataquo

A or any special
Agopr=s

six.And on Saturdays or when there was a fair or a
event in town, we'd keep open till probably ten o'clock at niht. So

always didn't mean anything to me. And of course I was interested in seeing

thgﬁe department improved all the time. And » we were continually rearranging

SAM:

H S:

the department, and the senior Mr. David went right along with mey He said,
made

"You go ahead and do it." So we a lot of new innovations.

fike what?

Well, take the men's hats. We had to sell hats out of a hatbox. A hatbox

held three hats. So we had a tremendous lot of hatboxes up there, and when

%et
you went to sell a hat, why you had to take a box down, the hat out,

more than one style
and if you showed him,kwhy you probably had four or five boxes out there,

and Inmh-k kind of a clutter. So I proposedthat he let me pu?hnashelving,
and put these hats?gf the boxes. Well, he went a little further than that.
He even says,'"Well, we'll put some glass over it." So that was one thing.
Then our dressing room; the only waya Maould try on a pair of trousers was
to go up to the third floor. Well, that meant going up three sets of stairs
to get up there and it ok you®¥?¥" from the department while you were doing
d1l that 'cause you had to measure the trousers and all that. So I talked
him into letting me puti; dressing room downstairs. And the only :phce that
we had would only allow a space abat four by four for a man to go in and

put on a pair of trousers. But that helped an awful lot. We had to use that
for a good many years. Then our stockroom was up on the third floor against
the south wall where we kept surplus of underwear, overalls and shirts and
luggage, and all that. So I proposed that he let us put in a balcony *cause
the ceilings were about eiﬁteen feet tall. And there was a ledge all around

the sidewalls§°he allowed me to go ahead and put that in and we moved down

g%ot of the--especially the soft goods downstairs.
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SAM: Why did the balcony make that possible?

HS: So we could take some of the reserve stock upstairs and put it on the

wouldn't
shelf, we . have to run up there every time we wanted something we didn't
have down on the floor. And we had just a ladder to get up there, see it
wasn't a stairway, it was just a ladder that went up there. Well then when I
first went in the store a lot of the men's suits were folded with the pants
and the vest put inside and put on the counter. You'd have one here and one
here that kinda folded over into this pile. And you had a stack about that
high. Oh, you had it in sizes and different stacks, and if you wanted a
certain pattern you had to pull it out of the stack which was a terrible
nuisance and it messed things up awfully. So I got them to get the plumber
to make some racks out of water pipe. And we hung the suits from then on, on
racks.

SAM: Most of these ideas just came from your own observations of what the
problems were.

H S: Yes, any time that I took a vacation or made a trip any plece my main objective
on the trip was to go into other stores and see how they arranged their
merchandise and what makes -$he hand\es .In fact, I even shopped
window displays because each department had to trim their own window. And
so I would obser:ﬁ their windows and I took notes of what they had on their
sign cards in,windows and all thatrin order to pass that on about the store.
An we did put in some pretty good windows because we had one line of clothing:
Style Plus, which sold for seventeen dollars. And they were giving a prize
for the best window. Well, I didn't realize that there were some big stores
that would have some elaborate windoggf I went in and I decorated a window
with all the material they sent. And I had the photographer take a picture

morey

of it and sent it in. Well, I didn't get a ' prize, but I did get an

honorable mention on it. So that was something. And then I remember in the
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the early merchandising business you didn't have janitors in the store.

You swept the floor every night before you left or early in the morning
when you came down. You shovelled the sidewalks off, snow in the wintertime,
- washed the windows, all that. And that was no special one; we all did

it. We all pitched in.

How many salesmen were there in your department besides yourself?

There were three of us when I first went in there. And then we increaeed
it to four. And then during, I would say duing World War I because we had
a tremendous lot of soldiers up here in all the dormitories and the fraternity
houses and so on. And then's when we started hiring students. And there have
been times when I've had as many as four students in the department.

It sounds to me that probably you were more interested in advancing the
business than you were in advancing yoursélf in a way or in just making money.
Am I correct in feeling that way?

Well, as I think of it now I was so interested in the job. And there was so
much to learn and do that time didn't mean a thing. I just spent hours and
hours, even overtime because I was interested in it. And I guess you would
say I was more interested in the business thas I was the money I made.

D was just looking the other day--in 1921, '2 and '3, I got a hundred and
twenty-five dollars a month. And then I got up to a hundred and fifty dollars
a month before the depression started in '30. And then depression hit us

so hard a year after it started nationally that they just got us together and
says, "About the only thing we can do, we're going to have to reduce salaries."
And they weduced, I know my salary to a hundred and twenty-five and others
accordingly. But along about '35, I guess, things started to pick up. And

of course I went right on up, a hundred and seventy-five a month. We had

a tremendous increase in business after World War II. In fact I had one of

the biggest years I ever had right after World War II, I think it was in '48
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or '49, in the department.

Was the year that everyane took a salary cut 19307

I would judge that it was in *31 or '2 becausex:f:g:,Roosevelt got in,
It hit merchants in the bigger communities much worse than it hurt us
to start out with. The depression didn't get here until a year after
others were involved.

1 wanted to ask you about Mr. David's possible running for governmor that
you mentioned. Do you know what that situation was that he could have run
if he'd wanted to?

Well, he was offered it, I know that. Al the only reason I can see why
he didn't take it was that he didn't want to be involved in the campaign
for it and his business meant a lot to him, and it would take him away from
the business. And it's proven that in Governor McConnellghﬁ% took the

when
governorship, business went down and eventually he had to close out. ke

got back from his four years e governor.

Do you know what role Mr. David took in politics?
Oh, he and his sons both were tremendously interested in the university. And
st the time Pocatello was interested in getting the&niversity down there,

away from us. And every legislature, they had to fiéht that. And Mr. David
was very instrumental in the back room politics and contacting the legislature
by phone from Moscow on the conditions. So he was very political minded and
he was very aggressive in it. And I guess today you would call him a semi-
liberal *cause he was looking out for the interests of Moscow.

Why would he be liberal? Beca@Se. . .7

He was for things that a lot of peopi: were against.

Do you think there were alot of people in Moscow who didn't really care about

having the university here?

I don't think that.
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H S: It was the outside interests that were trying to get it away from us.

SAM: What were some of things that he was for that other people wouldn't be
for?

H S: Well, this being an agricultural community and that was the main resource
here for business because Moscow was kind of a trading point of this
whole area. And 41 his old cronies were interested in the university and
that influenced him some I think too becuase the university enrollment,
you know, when they started out was very,very small. And even when I went
into the &%%re in 1910, I don't think the enrollment was over six hundred
and fifty to seven hundred students. And it was building up. So, and of
course, he had suoms that he was interested in education. Every one of them
went through college, and three of 'em--three sons and a daughter graduated
from the university from 1902 to about 1909. Howard David, the youngest one,
I think graduated in about '9, 1909. So that was an incentive, of course.
‘cw"!‘;e was interested in educatio n.

SAM: What was your understanding about how the university got here in the first
place?

H S. Well, of course, the old story is that 3°1g§d the opportunity of the penitentiary
or the university and they picked the penitentiary. That's the old story. But
Ithink it was through the efforts: of some of our early politicians in the
late '80%'s. I can't recall the names. McConnell was one of course.

SAM: An Willis Sweet is often. . .

HS: And Willis Sweet is one, yes. And we had the push here to put that thing
over where the other fellows didn't. So it was through the people that we
had here, living here at the time. Judge Forney, for instance, another. He
was the first appointed president that kept the ball rolling.

SAM: Do you subscribe to the idea that it was largely given to us to keep north

Idaho as a part of the state. So that they wouldn't go and join Washington?
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Well, that was brought up by, I don't know whether Sweet was one of 'em,
but I'm sure the early politicians used that as a leverage on southern Idgb
all right. And what they wanted to do is take in Spokane, let Spokane be the
capital of @astern Washington and northern Idaho and western Montana. And the
new state was to have been Lincoln, the name of it. I think it was bmmght up
more than once, part of the threat.

So that . idea probably had quite a bit of support up north here?

(e were

Oh yes, you bet. You bet they did. Oh yes,, a lot of people were in favor of
that because it was a fight with the south all the time. And it's a funny
thing, when Idaho was established, northern Idaho was a progressi V&

state. Southern Idaho was nothing but sagebrush, and farming got started a
little later, of course. And the Boise Valley got to be quite an agricvltural
and fruit area. Now I think it was due to the men, the politicians that we
had here that got the university here. The penitentiary end of it, I don't think
is in the picture atall.

There was another book that I was going to ask you about. And that is the
book that your mother gave. . . (Break) [W>

But I was about, oh I guess I was about seventeen years old when she gave
that to me.

And what is the book about: Pushing to the Front?

It was how people became successful in their field. Oh there are
E%ot of national figures in there of course that they use'as examples. But
I think you'll find an article in there on Benjamin Franklin. I wouldn't
be surprised if even Napoleon's in there. (chuckles)
It says:'Wanted- a man. Possibilities and spare mements. Chosing a vocation.
The triumphs of enthusiasm. Personality as a successasset: Do it till you

finish."

The whole idea of the book was to put yourself in to whatever you attempted.
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Push yourself right dong. Don't let failure stop you from pursuing what
you're interested in.

SAM: Was this book very important to you when you first had it?

HS: Oh yes. I read it through and through.

SAM: Give you more confidence that a young man could make good and. . .

H S: Sure did. When you could seevhat others did, why you were able to do it too.

SAM: 1 see Cornelius Vanderbilt in here.

H S: Is he?

SAM: Um hum.

H S: We went through his mansion two years ago. The most beautiful mansion Itve
ever seen. A lot of marble. It was a place for entertainment. Had a big ballroom.
Lots of bedrooms.

SAM: Was this book aimed at business or was it aimed at business, government, and
any careem?

H S: Any career. It wasn't anything in particular. It was to instill in you to
push yourself into whatever you attempted to do.

SAM: Do you remember the circuses coming to Moscow when you were a boy?

HS: Oh, yes. Yes, we had a circus, I would say every year. I don't know that
we ever had a Ringling Brothers Circus here but we had Sells ﬁVova’ and
there was another one that used to come. And they usually set up in the
old fairgrounds down where Rosauer's are. And we have had circuses down at
Ghormicy field. Wefite had some where they had to gt out on the outskirts
of town to perform. City always got a little revenue off of circuses for
use of ground.

SAM: As a boy did you want to go to those when you could?

H S: Not only that but I carried water to the elephants. Yes, I got many a pis

into a circus. We'd always go down there early in the morning, and we'd have



SAM:

H S:

SAM:

SAM:

HS:

SAM:

H S:

19
to carry boards for the seats, things of that type. And oh, many a time
I carried water to the animals.

In return for a pass?

Yes, you didn't get paid for it. You just got a pass. So you didnft have
towrk very long to get a pass. Yeah, another place where they had circuses
was down there where Mark IV. That ground was a circus ground.

Were the circuses very large?

Three rings. Oh, once in a while a smaller circus would come that would
be mostly dog show or something like that but most of the circuses were
three ring circuses, acrobats and everything.

Did they have lions?

Oh, yes. They had lions and tigers and horses and monke¥s.

Wit about these chatauquas? Do you remember them?

Very much so. They'd come for a week and thy 'd sell season tickets before,
you had to buy a season ticket. AndiI remember they were six dollars for a
season ticket for a week. And they set up in a tenl“ggrth of city park. That
was all open ground there then. And they had their programs both aftefbons
and evenings. And we had some nationally known figures at these chatauquas
tcause chatauquas had some pretty fine programs. And I'11 never forget one
program. Either a congressman or a senator was on the program, and it was
right before World War I. And he says,'"There is no war coming up. These
cOntries can't afford a war. Germany is broke and France hasn't got money
enough'!. to carry on a war. There'll be no war." He hadn't been out of town
a week--we had a war started. I'11 never forget that. They had some wonderful
programs and wonderful entertainment. There was both musical and speech and
lectures and what not. Well, I was playing the cornet in an orchestra at

that time. And Eggan's Hall was built somewhere asround 1904 or '5. And that's
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where the shopping center is on Third Street. He had a photography
gallery right on the corner. And he built this big, just a wooden building
with a stage for a roller rink. And boy, people in town here roller skated
for several years. In fact, we had dances there and during the chatauqua
our orchestra played for ten cent dances. That was the common thing in

those days. You didn't go to a dance and pay a couple of doilars for the

evening. It was a ten cent dance. After every dance a fellow'd go around

and collect the tickets. Well, that was very profitable for us because
there were some of those evenings that the place was so full that we made
around twelve, fifteen dollars a piece, playin for those dances which was

a lot of money in those days. Then after that the National Guard was formed
here in Moscow, and I was a member of it. And we used the stage for the
lockers, to keep our guns in and qupment. And then we used to paradg)drill
up and down Main Street and Third Street. And the only real activity I had
in the National Guard was when when the IWW uprisings around here. They
down in

)
Ghpemley Park and put a fence around it. And we guarded that fence®Chat

were mostly loggers. And they set up what they call a bull pen

they couldn't break out. But the thing was finally settled and oh I guess
1 served two years in the National Guard. That's about all.

Do you know about how long they kept the bullpen? i

It wasn't very long. Probably a week. And it was settled. Butfsg Yem were
loggers from up in the camps that were causing the difficulty.

I wanted to get to the Scouts next, but first I thought I'd ask about the
forming of the first country club and the history of that. How that came

about here?

I think I gave you a lot of that didn't I?



SAM

H S:

SAM:

R S:

21

Yeah, but it was only just as talking.We didn't put it down on tape

so I thought the stary of that would be good.

Oh, I see. Well,the beginning of golf in Moscow started with Albert
Moody and myself down on the old fairground which is now Ghormley Park.
My brother did a lot of the labor on it. And we put in six golf holes--
sand greens. And had 'em o\led and so pn. It was pretty good. And there were
just enough people in Moscow that played golf in other places before they
came to Moscow that around that nucleus we got the thing going. At a
dollar per member to put those greens in. We had no membership fee particularly.

foc +he
That was about it; one dollar for playingﬁseason.
Did you have any troubles laying out that golf course there?
Yes, because we had one hole that was next to the Paradise Creek. And

a lot of golf balls were lost in the creek, of course until they got out

a floater golf ball. And whenever we, on a second shot were afraid that it
was going into the creek, we always used the floater. And that saved it.
You didn't get the distance on that kind of a ball that you did out of a
regular golf ball. Well, from that it progressed into wanting a nine-hole
gold ;ourse. And that was before World War I. So we went out on the Gub
Mix place, north of town where the KRPL station is now and laid out nine
holes. And they were sand green toa. Atuthat time, then's when we organized
the Moscow Country Club which took in both golf and tennis. The tennis
courts were up on the corner of Hayes and B Streets. I think we had three
or four tennis courts. To become a member of both golf and tennis you

paid fifteen doﬂprs. If you only plaged one you paid ten dollars. I have
the list of the names of all the original memberiﬁf that course. Well, the
war came along and we were criticized so in developing a golf course 'cause

ok :
it wag\n't completed atall yet.,KUs putting in a gold course when they needed

wheat so bad during that time. We even had our gass seed bought, all stacked
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up ready to plant the thing and the greens and so on and the farway.

Well, they got together and they decided maybe they should give it up
until after the war, which they did. But we still held the groug togethe
And then, I've forgotten just what year it was, but I think it must have
been around maybe '21 or '2 along in there, is when we bought this piece
ground where the golf course is now. And hired Mr. James who was a golf
expert in laying out greens. And he came here and laid out the course. W

in order to develop that we had to get a membership. And we had over a

hundred memberships at a hundred and twenty-five dollars a piece. And tha
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ell,

t

started the thing off. Even though you were-a charter member later on your

green fiées were sixty dollars a year. Well, that dropped a lot of the membership.

And®®F membership went down. We hated to see the course go by the board
and the Elks Temple at the time had slot machines. And they were making
hgnd over fist on their slot machines. So we proposed to them because a
of our members were Elks, proposed to them that we would turn it over to

if they wanted to operate it. And they took us up, and it's been the Elk

money

lot

them

Gol‘ Course ever since. The sad part of it, those of us that paid a hundred

and twenty-five dollars as charyer members of the course never got any
membership in it. We had to buy a new membership just the same as thoyg h
never owned it.

Were you still paying off the land? Is that why it became impossible to
hold onto the course yourselves?

Well, let's see now. It was forty acres, and I don't think the land at
time cost over a hundred dollars an acre. So the forty acres didn't cost
over four thousand dollars.

But the problem was the upkeep was too much for you, too expensive?

Yes, that was part of it. There wasn't moggguggken in to operate it.

we

that
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Didn't you tell me in the early first days of golf here there was

a lot of people, especially businessmen who just didn't think anything of

the sport? Didn't want to try it?

Well, that was the original course down at the fairgrounds. In fact, 1

think

I mentioned to you that it took us quite some time to get some of the older

fellows interested in it. And Mg David, senior, who was up in years at that

time, wouldn't be seen carrying a golf club out of the store or a golf bag.

So I used to play with him occasionally. And we would go out the back door

of the store and put his golf clubs in the car and drive down there and

play around and then come back and bring 'em in the same way. So there were

several of 'em thought it was kind of a sissy game. Stickin up a ball and

drivin it and chasing it. But it got so, they had to get tremendously interested

in it to want to put in a nine hole course out north of town. And it developed

pretty fast after that.

Was it hard to come by golf clubs in the first days of golf around here?

No, just as soon as we organized that fimt golf course I put in an athletic

department in the store, and I was the only one in town that had golf clubs

to start out with. Aad in those days there were no steel shaft golf clubs.

They were all wooden shafts which was the kind they used in Scotland where

golg originated. And a golf club in those days, why I even have a listing of

the clubs that I sold to various members, would run two and a half a piece.

A driver or a mashee would cost three dollars. And golf balls, I remember,

were from twenty-five cents to fifty-cents. And I sold a lot of golf cl

wn
in there. And from that, whyAwe got interested in selling equipment to t
university for their football and basketball and tennis and all that. An

for a good many years we were the supplier for the university basketball

ubs

he

d

and football team on their equipment. Uniforms, footballs, basketbakls and

all that.
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Did men carry bags for the clubs in those days like they do now?
Oh yes. And then of course when we started this course out here, why

sme of those older fellows wanted somebody else to carry their bag,and

that'!s when a lot of kids in town here went out there and acted as caddies.

I know my adopted son, I took him out, this was in the late thirties, 1
took him out to carry my bag for me and let him learn a little something
about golf. Well, he didn't last very long because there were so many
golf balls lost on the roof that these kids were out there huntin these
golf balls because you could turn 'em in at the club house if the bdl was
{in good shape for twenty-five cents a piece. Well, I donft know how many’

dozens of golf balls that he picked up but I lost my caddy.

1 was going to ask you also about, along with talking about clubs, abou

the three clubs here in town, the major ones. And I know the main thing
I was interested in was how they sort of came about. Now the Rotary was
first and the Kiwanis came later?

Um hum.

So the Rotary was sort of looked at as the old man's club?

Um hum.

And then the Kiwanis wag the young man's club. Well then what about th

coming of the Lions and what you were telling me about the feeling that

town couldn't support 'em a11?

t

here

(]

the

Well, it seemed that botwfhe Rotary and Kiwanis were a little lax in taking

in more members into their club. And evidently some natihal officer of

Lions came into Moscow and surveyed the community and thought a Lions Club

should be organized here. So they got hold of a few of the younger fellows;

they were doctors and bankers, working in banks and so on. And they had
meeting and they decided to form a Lions Club. I think they had to have

least twenty-five men in order to form a club. Well, I heard about the ¢

a
at

rganizing
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and I heard about it a little too late. But I went to the president of
the Rotary Club, and I proposed to him, I said, "Let?!s go see some of these
fellows that are on the list for the Lions Club and you take half of them
and the Kiwanis take half of 'em. And we'll eliminate the club in town."
Because:51dn't think the town was big enough for three clubs. But it was
too late, they'd gone too far. And they went ahead and organized. Well,
I was there at the organization meeting by the way from Kiwanis, a’é
representative Kiwanis the night they iniﬁied their officers. And they
called on me to say a few words and of course I gave 'em all the praise in
the world because there was no use doing anthing else. Their main project
was the seeing eye, you know, Lions specialize on blind people and getting
white canes and look after 'em. It wasn't long they had several cases of
that here. And they got a lot of publicity, being a young club)they were just
looking for community projects galore. And I don't know how it is now, but
I would say for years, and I guess they're still dnhgftThey did more
community service than either the Rotary or Kiwanis Clubs did. And it's a
good strong club today.

SAM: What do you think was the big main difference between the Rotary and Kiwanis?
Those two clubs, the first clubs?

H S: Well, naturally, Rotary being the first service club organized, they were a
little jealous of their club, and I suppose they felt the same way when
Kiwanis organized, that they didn't want Kiwanis in Moscow, But they were a
very active club when they started too. And they performed alot of community
service.

SAM: Were you in on the organization of = Kiwanis?

HS: I was within six months of it, yes I'm not a charter member. I was proposed
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for membership 'cause they take two of a business. Rotary takes one.

And I was approached on it and I told 'em, I says, "Yes, I would be glad

to

belong but the store would have to take care of the iniation fee and so on."

Well, they saw the store, Homer David, particularly, and he was a Rotarian,

and him being a Rotarian and his two brothers with the Chamber of Commerce,

they didn't think it was advisable. But in six months they changed their
tune and I've been a member of the club since 1926.

There was plenty of room then for a second club in town at that time?

Why yes. When I was president of the club in 1940 why we had a membership

of fifty and we kept building that up until we had sixty-five. And then

when I was lieutenant governor in 1952, I think it was, we got information

from the district here that every club should increase their membership

according to the population. Well, we bailt the club up to eighty-five members

in that year. And of course, we took a lot of member in there that were
enthusiastic to begin with but a lot of them dropped out later on. We hai
some members that shouldn't have been Kiwanis at all. All service clubs
have that trouble.

Well, I think we should hit some mae highlights of scouting too. Now,

we did talk about scouting some last time.

of Side C)

SAM:

H S:

« « «You have down here on scouting.

Well, one of the camps that we used out in the mountains before we built the

one we finally used wes Camp l’\oﬂJ""kfﬂ;rhich was Eldridge's cottage home out

in the mountains. And he allowed us to use it for overnight hikes and trips

out there. And I remember one overnight hike we had out there, I don't know

whether I told that to you before but I had ebout twenty-four boys out there

sleeping in their blankets. This was before the days of sleeping bags. And
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one of the boys started to break out. And we determined it must be measl
So there was a farm across the balley up there and we went to there and

up his father and told him, we said, "You've got‘a sick boy out here. Y
better come out and get him.'" So he came out and got him, and that's wha
he had, was measles. Well, the thing about it, there wasn't a single boy
that caught the measles from that contact out there which we were glad a

You moved quickly on it.

Yeah.

This Camp Koﬂ_\ukf’,*yyou slept inside the cottage?

We slept both in and out. The cottage isn't very big so it didn?t hold
many boys so we slept on the ground. And I think the patrol leaders and
scout officers slept in the cabin. (EEEEgﬁi)

This was Dean Eldridge's?

Yehh.

And it was used frequently by the scouts?

Oh yes. We used it a lot. Because it was close and of courggfﬂggg&Zs lo
hiking. And that was a big activity in the early scouting here. We did
of hiking. And in order to pass their first class test they had to take
fourteen mile hike. And out to Camp Kon_\ockf\*\:v it wag seven miles out th
so they could go out there and then come back. And on the hike, of cours
they had to do a good turn and observe the landscape and animalsangildli
and all that on this hike. And then tell what they brought with them to
over the open campfire and so on.

I want to ask you a little bit about that since I've been looking at so
of thes%eports that the scouts wrote after the hike. One thing that I'm
curious abot was ,was there a usual route that the boys hiked from here to

there on? Or were there a lot of different ones?

Se

alled

out.

ery

ook

e

Oh, there were different ones. There were a good many of them took that, but




SAM: It was waist deep, that water, huh?
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there were hikes all over. Some of 'em took 'em up to Paradise Mountain,
Tomer's Butte. I think there was one hike that I gave you there that they
went out muth of town and out towards the old Pullman road and back in
which was longer than a fourteen mile hike. So no, there was no particular
place they had to go to. The main thing, they had to perform a good turn, it
had to be fourteen miles, and it was an observation test as much as anything.
They'd practice pacing on it which was valuable to 'em in map making. So. . .

Would they stick to the roadsmostly?

Oh no, no they'd. . .

They'd go cross-country?

Yeah, they'd cross-country. In fact I was just reading one the other day
where they went through a fellows wheat field and it was muddy. And how they
had to clean their shoes off after they got out onto the road. We had one
hike, we started right here at the corner of the cemetery, county road,a

bee-line hike. That was quite an event. And we spbtted the tree up here
that was in the open up here on Paradise Mountain. And we were supposed to

make a bee-line for that; it was cdled a bee-line hike. You weren't to deviate

atall.Well, I was on that hike, and I had an assistant scout master with me
on that hike. And the first ebstacf%‘&e run into was this Seuth Palase Creek
down here. And the water was high. And we caidn'%oaround and ceméback o‘er
here an&hggme back over, we had to go across that creek. Well, the assistant

Sout master, I'1l always remember, his name was C\by&. He says, "I'll ge

these boys across . So we went out and waded the creek to see how deep i

was. Well, it came up to about here on him. (his waist) So he took every one

of those kids--and I've forgotten how many--about fifteen. He took every one
of those kids piggy-back across that creek. And we made our bee-line hik

up there. And we had our cooking along with us; and we had our mea#up there.




H S:

SAM:

H S:

SAM:

Had they been over the routes before, most of *em?

H S:
SAM:
HS:
SAM:
H S:

SAM:

there were times when the scouts did get lost.

H S:

Yeah. I was cold. I don?'t know how he took it. He even took me across.

(chuckles) He was a big man?

He was a pretty husky man, yeah.
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Well, did kids know the routes that they took of these fourteen mile hikes?

A good many of 'em had been over it, yes.

The trail were fairly well set in most places that kids would take.

Yeah.

They would know how to get on a short-cut from one place to another.

Nobody got lost.

The kids didn't get lost then? I

was going to ask you about that, whether

I only had one case, and that was when Moscow Mountain was on fire, had a

forest fire up there, and the whole community we“}:out there to dig trenches

and stop it. And they needed somebody to patrol these trenches after thy

were dug / because the :

roots of the tree, you know, would go

underneath and start a fire on the other side of the trench. So I offer 2d

my troop to go out there and patrol. I%ve forgotten how many boys we had
but we used Camp Konjod(:ﬂ our headquaters for eating meals. I think there

was some organization brought out food for us. Well, wep‘§f91£ﬁgse trenches

ot

and it was a good thing because 'we:had any number of cases vhere the roots

had gone across the trench and we were able to put 'em out. But this one
boy named Harold Waters, strayed off. And there was trails like this. . .
and up at the top there was what they call a round top. And ot of that
roundtop there were trils that lead iqulldirectbna. Well, he ventured up to

that round top and he took the wrong trail backto Camp kon)ogk,f’*l:y And he was

lost there for several hours. He hadn't showed up so we sent out a searcq

crew and we kept hollering and hollering and so on. He'd gotten away qui#e a
|



SAM: One feeling that I get from reading these themes, which I think is seo

H S: Well remember this was in the twenties and thitties. And a lot of the

SAM: So Moscow was a lot cleser to the real countryside than it is today?

H S: *eah. Now remember there was a road from here to Hﬁﬂw“(u'aver Moscow

30
ways 'cause he'd took the wrong trail. But he finally heard us, and we
stayed where we were and kept hollering and he found us. We took him back

to camp. And that's the only time that I ever had anyone lost.

interesting,is this feeling that the country was so much more country in

those days than it is today. These guys would go out there and just walking,

and they'd be seeing wildlife, a lot of it. It just sounds like there were
a lot more trails around than we'd have any traces of these days. Is that

true, do you think?

townspeople used to picnic out in the muntains. That was one of the favorite

places to go for a picnic. And a lot of the trails that are up there were made

by logging--pulling logs out of the hills. And if I'm net mistaken in the

early days there used to be grazing up there. Thee'd be sheep from dewn below

'R.bu;:e/ down in there. And they'd go up into the mountains and stay for

the summer, and then pick 'em up again in the wintertime.

Mountain. And have you ever heard of the name ''Cumerine Gulch?!' Well, that

was lﬁ Cumerine Gulch Road. And you could go right up over the top and down

the other side, there‘::s a sawmill oever on the other side and it lead you
Not Harvara.

to Princeton.‘And aleng in the twenties there was a proposal by several

Moscow men that had befight, oh forty er eigty acres up there on the big

mountain. And they propesed that we develop that Cumerine Creek Road. And

up at the top, you turn te “hu twrn .o the right and go up te the

big mountain and develep a park up there. M. E. Lewis was the instigater

of that. He was a real estate man here in Moscow, and he was a state seft

r

and all that. Se he wanted to make it a scenic route. And there was a cou#ty
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road back of the mountains that wound up over here ¢ Viola grade. AmT

he had big plans of that being quite a tourist attraction. And Abe Goff,
owned landtagfeﬁarry Powell owned, L << Forner  owned preperty up there.

SAM: This was just in the higher reaches of Moscow Mountain tgﬂlgﬁ;eah, it
was up on the top there, the highest part of 1t§AM;o what happened?

H 8: Well,you couldn't get state funds for the road for some reason or other,
and I think the thing fell through because of financing, which a lot of us
were sorry for because we thought that could have been a mighty goed project.
Kiwanis Clud was bk of it; Rotary Club was back of it, but it fell through.

SAM Would you tell mghgbgsgr;byt scout, th::;qyou had that letter from from
St. Anthony's, the scout that you tried to reform?

H S: Well, he was a scout that the probate $¥482 Adrien Nelson, he was rather
sympathetict?!aﬁgys, he hated to send boys to reform schoel. So he came to
me, and says, "I've got this boy;he's an illegitimate boy living with his
grandmether, and h;?- » in difficulty! He'd been writing checks on hr and
beyin stuff that he shouldn®t, especially candy and things like that. So
he asked me if I wouldn®t like to take him over; see what we could do with
him. Se I proposed the name to the scout troop and asked them if they would
want to carry on a humanitarian project and see what we could do with
him., Well, two or three of the older scouts thought it would be a good thing.
So we took him on, and oh, he was aggressive; he was gnnzﬁg.anc»learqeverything
in Souting, and he just did good t:urnz and all that. And it looked lil;e we
were making a lot of headway. In fact, he was instrumental in thgétlag pole
that I showed you the picture of here. He went out in the mountains and got

that flag pole and peeled it and brought it into the church and he raised

it there up in the church.

SAM: This was the Presbyterian. . .?

H S: Presbyterian Church, yes. Well, years afterwards after he was through Lcouting



he got into a difficulty and he was sent again to reform school. And I
guess he was there for a couple of years, and they decided to parde him
out. And he was on his way up here to Moscow, and he and another parolee,
they stopped in Boise and they stole a car. And that put him back in the
reform school again. And I think he was there for another couple of years.
And they parolled him out and he came up here. He went to work for the
Potlatch Lumber Company, in what capacity I don't know. But he came in one

day to the stare after he'’d been up therqé while and told me how much

135
scouting taught him in the use of k%wl that in his work up there he
knots
needed the knowledge of -~ .. So it wasn';;jfe»nnﬂhﬂﬂﬂ%d hemon:t, g ad

that he was doin so well. And about an hour afterwards Judge Nelson, the
probate judge, came though the store. And I told him I says, "You know, who

do you suppose I saw? Dave (Lv?af' came in here and he told me how well he
was doin up at Potlatch." "Well," he says, "if you want to see hin again
he's up in the county jail right now." And I'd forgotten what he'd done to
get in. And I only heard about him yea%EdIZEggsbut he still came back up into
this country, he's around here now. I would judge he's a man of probably

sixty years old.

SAM: Well, the letter that he wrote to you from St. Anthony's was very 1ntTiif'tins
because he was looking at you as a good friend and as somebody who had %
really helped him,

H S: Oh I'm sure, but he was too weak a character to stick with it. But he
was the only scout in all the scouting that I've been through that's eve
been sent to reform school, which is quite a record. And while he's not the
only boy we had difficulty with, this boy was never set to reform school--

.*hq*’ |
I PaTfl¥ormed him myself. He was a boy, sold Spokesman-Reviews and mugazijes

on the street. I don't know whther I told you this or not, but well, he was
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in the scout troop. We had a pgogram where boys could, buy a uniform, we had
a raise through somebody, a uniform so he could go to camp. Well, he
approach:dfﬂilgge Mosocw Hotel lobby, he says, "Our scout troop is trying
to raise money for some of the boys and would you like to contribute for
1t dn Well, this fellow told him--he hppened to run the hotel barbee:shop--
he said, "Well, who's your scout master?' Well, he told him, "Harry Sampson."
And he says,'"Well I see him abat it, see what they need." And thisfb”“;aid,
"Don’t do that.'" He diin't want to be sdkaled on. Well, this fellow that saw
me about it and there were several thihgs that piled up on him about the
same time. He would sell these magazines and tell 'em,"I need an extra fifty

for
cents or a dollar. Would you mind paying for your magazine or your paper a

month in advance?" And he collected quite a bit by tht. And then he didn't
deliver the magazine. So when I found that out, I found out from him who the

ok him to every one o
people were that he hadn't delivered a 'gegazine, and Ifgﬁde him pay it back.
QY

ghose
Well, we didn't kick him out of the troop c# anything, we kept him on. And 1
remember years later we had William Gavss here in Moscow who was in the

ady

Air Corps. And he was 1 for an advancement which required the FBI to
investigate him. So they called on me because he had given me as a reference
to find out. . .Well, I sent in a referi'ﬁce about it that tey had spelled the
name wrong. This boy's name that we had trouble with w.kgﬂw%s% and Gaovss

is spelled!the same way, only it's "g" instead of a "q". Well; they?'d made a
misteke and made it "g". So I couldn't recommend this boy for the position
atall¢ And they couldn't understand it, so they sent an FBI man over to the
store atd interview me. And he wouldn't talk to me in the store. He says,"I've
got my car out here +8tthe curb, come out in the car. I want to talk to you."
And he showed me his badge, and it said FBI. So he showed me the questionnaire

that I had given. And when I saw it, immediately I said, "Well this isan't the

boy that I had wrote for." And that kind of settled it. I said, "Well,
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this Bill Gavss’  'he's the finest scout I ever had! Helsventitled
to anything he can get. And that ended the interview.

SAM: This boy that you had the trouble with, this boy, he did go straighter after
that?

H S: Oh, he moved from here over to Seattle; his sister lived over in Seatlle,
and he went over to live with her. And I never heard about him since.

SAM: You want to touch on a few more of theses. . .?

H S: Oh yes, I'd 1like to mention a fegfbggfers of %%gk{ing that were a tremendous
help in putting scouting over in MoSow. And I would put at the head of the
list; Homer David, Herman Wilson, John HeckathorN Harry Whittier, Abe Goff,
Re®verend Sessions, G. L. Luke, Colenel Cushmun, J.. G. Eldridge, R. K. and
Oscar Bonwett, Henry (5au%$, J. E. Ruther Hrd, President Theophilus, H. H. Simpson,
J. W. Barton, June Shoemaker, J. G. Davis, 6. W Huugerﬂwd,and I+:CeCrawford ..
Those were all men, most of them were Kiwanians. And they did a tremendous
job in backiadt?iorganization of scouting in 1928 and '7. It was through their
help that I was able to organize five troops in Moscow, got scout masters for
all of 'em, gotfgg::;tteemen for all of 'em, and merit badge examiners. It
was a real treat to have the backing of these men.

There was one little project that we did in Moscow. Moscow had street signe
made on wooden boards, stenciled, and they'd put in yeal and years before. And
along about 1927 or '8 a lot of those signs were, gee, a lot of them had
faded out. And we proposed to the city, if they would get us a stenciling set
and the paint and the lumber, we would re-sign the streets in town. Well, they
did that. And they wound up, they gave us seventy-five dollars for the job
because we did a good job of it. But this second scout troop that I had did
the job. We painted 'em white, stenéi.ed thjm black, and then to preserve 'em

ean

we put a coat of shellac on top of that, L.’ put them all over town. And those

were the street signs used in Moscow until the Lion's Club took the project on
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of putting up the metal signs. And I think that has only been, maybe,
fifteen y@rs ago. So those served a long time.

SAM' There was one thing I wanted to ask you abat, and I don't expect you to say
more than a bit about it, but you told me that in 1925 scouting died and
that's what caused the reorganization.

H S: Um hum.

SAM: You say this was because of the individual who was the scout masteﬂ?

H S: Scout executive. We had a scout executive that was dhere!s an /mmol’f KgAL Yot
and the financing had go6ten into bad shape too. And just the whole thing
together just fell apart. And there was no scouting in Moscow there for a
year. And it was through the Kiwanis Club that I proposed 1‘they wanted to
get into boys' and girls' work, why I would set up a scout program, and which

Belre
they did. And we were under at the time theSpkane council. (Break)
our street signs were put in we performed a traffic survey.di. the main
thoroughfare. And the scouts, for one whole week, had a traffic co?xn the
cormel o€
n Sixth, and the corner of Washington. They directed

traffic and they also took the number of cars that passed that intersection

corner of Third

in a ten hour period. And they also cited violations, cars t/hat didn't pay
any attention to 'eménihey took their license number down, things of that
kind. So I have the figures on the number of cars that passed the corner of
Third and Main someplace. It's tremendous the traffic, even in those days.
And this was way back in '28 or *9, along in there.

SAM: Was there usually an officer directing traffic on the cornér, or was there
usually no traffic director at all?

H S: No, tr#fic cop, no. No, there was no traffic cop there atall.

SAM: What was the purpose of the survey. Was it to see what the needs were for
traffic control?

H 8: It was to show the city the amount of traffic that was on the main thoroughfare.

And I suppose, to hwe stop signs and what-not. But we chose the three most
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popelar cormers,and if I'm not mistaken as early as that we'd have, it
seems to me that there was eleven, twelve hundred cars that passed the corner

of Third and Main in ten hours time.

Transcribed and typed by Kathy Blanton



SAM SCHRAGER:
HARRY SAMPSON: I never saw Wild Davey. I was nine years old when I came here

SAM: What do you remember about Wild Davey?

H S: I was nine years old when we came here in 1910,

SAM: What do you remember about Wild Davey?

H S Well, all that I remember is that as kids we were scared of him because he
was kind of a recluse, I guess, you'd call him. We more or less considered
him a hermit, sort of. And he had these dogs which we were afraid of too.

So that he was an individual. He was eccentric. People in town hefe Inew of
him, so he was, as I say,a character.

SAM: Did you see him mostly going by on the street? 1Is that where you'd see him?

H 8: Yeah, we'd see him ddh here. He lived right down here on White Avenue, in
kind ofa shack down there. And by the way, too, at that same time we had a
negro family that lived right down in there. Ml that's the first negro family
that I know of that came to Moscow. And they were here before 1902, I'm sure.
Clarice knows the nsme of the negro family because they were dark negroes.

SAM: Do you know how he made a living?

HS: No, I dont. No, I don't.

SAM: Did their kids go to school here?

H S: Oh yes, yes. I don't know how many youngsters they had. I suppose she'd
taping up‘there or I'd go up and ask her now. I can't remember; it wasn't a

big negro family at all,
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SAM:

H S:

SAM

We'1ll ask her later. Do you now if they stayed for véy long?

Well, as far as I know, I don't rmember tham ever leaving. Then

they were buried hde in the cemetery, as far as I know.

This Wild Davey, did he have any friends in Moscow?

Yes, Mr. Creighton was a’ﬁ%&%iglgé%ﬁ friend of his. And I wouldn't be
surprised that he saw that he had clothing to wear. And as Clarice
mentioned the last time you were here that the hotel gave him food. And
at that time the hotel was run by Mr. Gale whose daughter married
Mrs. was a Gale,

Do you have any idea why Mr. Creighton and he were friends?

No, I don't.

He just took an interest in the man?

Yeah, evidently did. Creighton was a man that had very few friends, but he
had special friends'tﬁat he liked, He was interested in.'Cause he was an
immigrant; he was a boy from Scotland, came to the United States. And in
fact, as 1 understood it, hés folks wanted to make anminister out of him,
and he didn't want to, and he went over to America. And I don't know how
old he was when he came here and how he happmned to come to Moscow, I don't
know. But I worked for Mr. Creighton from 1907 to 1910Yhilsas going to school.
ﬁnd why I know he had special friends, he would smmd in to a liquor compmay
and get very high grade wines and liquors and get oh, a barrel full of the
stuff. And he had a little hideaway in the back of the store where like
someone that he wanted to talk to sevretively, and he had that barrel right
there., And before Christmas he would make up the packages of these different
peopla that he was going to give those presents to. And I'm sure Wild
Davey probably, was maybe one of them too. I don't know. But I know there was
a banker in town; he was a special frieqd. And was one

I delivered some of the packages for him.
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So really he was the kind of man who didn?t hob-nob with all the businessmen
but that kept mostly certain péople as friends.

Yeah, he

Can you tell me--I was thinking about how he is different from Mr. David in
their ways of looking at business and at life. How were they different, those
two men?

Well, Mr. David was a community spirited man. He was interested in the education,
the spiritual life of the town, politically, in fact he could have been
governor of the state if he'd wanted to run for it but he turned it down.

I don't know the reason for it except that it took him away from his business
or something. But Creighton, he and his wife, he had a wife that was very
eccentric. And she only had a very, very few friends too. So they were that
type of people.

Would you say that the two men had a very different philosophy of business?

Well, they got to be very competitive in years on. And I th£nk that was one
of the reasons probably that Mr. Geighton didn't want e to go down to
David*s because when 1 ieft there he never spoke to me for severgl years after
I'd been down there. Even his wife wouldn't speak to me.

Would you tell me about what that offer was? You said that he made you an offer
when you came back to-say that you were offered a job.

Well, I was going to make, I think it was, twenty-fvie dollars a month. And

the opening down there was due to a young fellow that was living at
my mother's place. He and another fellow had a disgreement and they both
quit, so they needed somebody quick. So this fellow told me, he sayd,"If you
yent the job go down there and see Mr. David." And they were p;rticularly
interested in somebne that couldn understand the Scandinavian people because
this county was probably sixty per cent Seemdinavian. So I went down there,

and I just got the job that quick. So I went back and told Creighton about it
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and at first he just kinda blew up and wouldn't say anything. And I gave him

lunChhe came around and

plenty of time before I went down to David's. So at
he says,'Will you stay if I boost your salary?" Well, he boosted up to, 1
think it was thirty-five or forty dollars a month. And I had to tell himg

I said, "My offer down there is better.than thatt andtaaﬁad already accepted
the job so I couldn't refuse it." I was of that nature. At the same time

I hd an offer from who run a bookstore, and he offered me the
same amount but I decided to go to David's.

SAM 1 wanted to ask you about your mother's boarding house too. About how that

worked and what it was like.

Well, after my father passed away, in 1907, I think it was. He left her insurance,
to live

and she was advised to use that insurance to buy a home, she'd have a place
vbecause we were renting at that time. We had sold the home that we had built in
1902. So that was for sale and we bought it back. There were four of us
youngsters, and I was the oldest at the time, in order to keep the family
together, why she decided to run a boardfg house for students, which she did.
And in prder to do it,we had three hedroom upstairs and one down and a parlor.
And shé turned the parlor into a bedroom, so that gave her four rooms for
students, W¢11, she had about six to eight students, they slept here in
the room. And she was a wonderful awk.And she'd board and roomed them for
twenty dollars andmonth. And she set a very good table; they all liked her
food.‘Well,lthat lefr it pretty tough for us for sleep ing ﬁuarters. So
my brothe: and I, we slept in the dining room in a puiI:down béd vhich we
had to put up eve:y morning so they'd have enough room to eat atbund a big
diing room table. Then as Jar as the toilecr services, of course we had an
oﬁthouse. That was the only thing we had there; the éld outhouse with a

crescent over tpe door and a Sears and Roebuck catalogue which had to be

moved about eve y year or so. Then the water supply, we had to drill our own
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well so we had a pump which we had to carry water into the kitchen for drinking
cooking and all that. And every bathrooms and bathrooms, having students,
the younger fellows, they had to take a bath in the kitchen in the tub,
a metal tub, Mother would have on the back of the stove abboiler, boiling
hot water. And they'd just take water out of there and put it in the tub

and that'e where they took their bath. Well then, somebody, we hal an electrical

engineering student that stayed there named Wallace, and Mother wouldn't let
them use very big light bulbs because the electricty was rather expensive .
So he worked out an idea of where he could put a wire ahead of the meter and
lead into his room, Bich he did. And as far as i know, that operated for
years that way. We didn't know anything about it but we found out afterwards.
These fellows were all around twenty, twenty-one, twenty-two, along in there.
One was a mining engineer, one was an electrical engineer, otwo of 'em were:
civil engineers. And it's remarkable, we kept tab of those fellows after
they graduated and where they went, and every one of them made good. 1
remember Harry Driscodl, for one, which is a very fine fumily, that
he lived there. And he operated a feed business out of froy and made a mint
of money on that. Another fellow was from Genesee, Ole Pauls. He wound up
in the federal government with road construction and bridges and so on.

Did most of these fellows stay for several years in the boarding house?

Oh yes, oh yes. She operated that, oh, for about six or seQen years. In
fact, I was working at Creighton's at the time when she started it. And she
carried it on even for seven years after I went down to David's,

Did these dtudents go out on dates in those days?

Oh yes, oh you bet.

University women at the time? Is that who they'd. . .?

Yes, yes there were. I could tell you one insident, but it wouldn't do to

record it. One of them fellows that stayedthere.
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Maybe you could tell it without using his name.

Well, I don't think it would be, kind of an immoral thing.

Where the wood came from that you heated with?

Well, we had a woodstove right in the living room and dining room, and
a woodstove--wood and coal range that she cooked on. Andee had what they
called, the people that lived out in the mountains, they called 'em woodrats.
And they, during the wintertime; they would cut four foot length timber and
sell it then the next summer for the fire and fuel. As 1 remembef my
father used to buy eight cords of wood at a time. And we had a woodshed, piled
it up outﬁide the woodshed. And there was a fellow‘named Stafnbky who would,
two of the sons are still 1iving in Moscow, Hubert étanley and Rick Stanley,
he had a saw machine put on the back of the truck and he would cut those into
sixteen or eighteen foot lengths--yeah, sixteen foot lengths 'cause fit was
four foot cordwood. And then both iy sister and brother would pile the wood
in thé woodshed. And then a little later on, th we mixed coal along with
the wood to get more heat.

And generally the cost of things was very, very low then.

Oh, as I remember yafd buy a cord of woﬁd for oh, around four and a half
to six dollars a cord in those days.

Your mother could actually make a living by the rates that she was charging
these fellows.

I don't know how she did it, but she was interested in my two.sisters taking
music. And she bought a piano on a monthly paymetnt basis and paid that out.
And my two sisters learned to play the piano. As far as my brother and myself
were coehcerned, at tﬁat time there was a mandolin club orgaﬂized in Moscow,
a man from Spokane came down and gave lessons. And the instructor, it was a
guitar player, and the other one was a man named Chiiders who run a 1c€ cream

parlor, played a guitar. And then I played the guitar so there were three of
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us and about oh, there hust ﬁave been abd&t t;;nty—five mandolins.
He furnished 'em a mandiin for nothing and give 'em instructions. And
I think the course, for six lessons, was twelve dollars. When we finished
the course, why we gave the concert in%he Mthodist €hurch for the city.

And the people could play it after six lessons then?

Yeah,

Pretty good.

Yesh. And after that was through, why then there were four us, formed a
little mandolin club of our own and played at churches and lodges and
different organizations around town. And that group was--I went down yesterday
to see the Eggan girl, who her cousin was one of the group. There was Cindy
Eggan, Jenny Peterson, it was Claus Peterson's daughter, and my sister, Mitle,
and myself. And we flayed for, oh, a good many years after that. Until,
really our final playing was up at the Lutheran church, which I was a member
of. And oh, our pieces were waltzes and two-steps and things like that.

We didn't play any religious hymns or anything like that. And we had enough
Fundamentalists in the church that objected to having that kind of muséd

in the church. We never played after that.

You weren't playing at a church service, just in the churchfi§¥tﬁere you
playing it for a service?

It was fiarevening service of some kind, it wasn't a church service but
it was in the church. And they didn't think that was the place for that
kind of music. But those were the days when we had a lot d&f people in
Moscow that were against playing cards and dancing, both. A lot of them
were Methodists. I think the Presbyterians were a little more lenient.
Lutherans were against it too.

I've been told that it was really those people who felt strongly that way

that did bring about pohibition coming to Moscow when it came.
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That's right, that's right. And we had prohibition pretty early, It

seems to me it was before World War I.

SAM I think it was.(Break)

(End of Side A)
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A lot of temperance lectures or it was put on the ballot or what happened?
It was on the ballot of course. The WCTU were the instigators of the
whole thing. And they passed around a lot 66 propaganda. And of course
during prohibition the little towns across the line, Uniontown and Cotton,
and those places were still open. Washington didn't have prohibition.
Of course, it was very easy to get liquor and just go on over there. It
got to the point where the shertff would set up a posse out here on the
south Main Street and Bridge and check cars that they thought were coming
over from Uniontown with liquor. And whhen when it got more severe and
the bootleggers came in here and they went around and took individual orders,
never delivered right on the spot. They took orders and then it was delivered
later. I remember incidences like that.
When you say it got more severe, do you mean it was harder to get, and you
just couldn't go across into Washington and get it.
Yeah, that's right.
So was it openly violated? I mean it was done very quietly, but still it
was pretty boadly disregarded.
Yeah, fht was it. Because they knew that they were watching the liquor
coming in. But it got some common that they couldn't enforce it very much.
I've heard it said that it brought about more drinking because it was illegal.

That more people got interestedigt, it was forbidden.
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That's why prohibition was overturned, just for that reason. That there
was more drinking. And a lot of people were gettin liquor from stills
out in the mountains. And people were operating stills whth were . . .
well, there were cases where people went blinﬂ drinking some of the liquor.
It wasn't properly distilled. And so that's what defeated prohibition
when Roosevelt came in. I've forgotten what year he. . .must have been in
the early thirties.

Well, I wanted to ask you a little bit more about Mr. David, but first
I was going to ask you about that book that you mentioned to me, that
was an influence on you in your early years.

Yeah. Well, Mr. David, senior, Frank David, took quite an interest in me,
and I was interested in my job. I did a lot of things that an ordinary fellow
wouldn’t do. And he appreciated me doing more than I was expected. And I
shared quite an interest in selling and he realised that *cause I would,
tell him when I made a good sale and things like that. So he had a book,
really a book on psychology, ‘cause he said selling is all psychology anyway.
And in this book, he took it rather seriously too, himself. He said, "You

know, you can tekl a customer by his handshake, whether it's a ¥émj shake
or a real hearty shake. And you can also judge a customer by the coarseness

of his hair! Things of that type.

What did coarse hatt mean?

Well, add I found this particularly true with a lot of customers. A person
with coarse black hair normally bought coarse materials %ﬂd clothing, like
tweeds and things like that. It wﬁsn't for them to buy because it
accentuated their hair.

But they were attracted to it because it was like their hair?

Evidently.

What was a handshake?

What would a limp handshake or a strong handshake indicate?
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H 8: Well, a very weak person, a strong person would be harder to wait on than
they other. The weaker were more easily influenced in to what you were trying
to sell them. RKdd even their walk and things like that, all those things are
in to selling.
SAM: This was a book about selling? Or a book about psychology, or both?

H S: That was the Psychology of Selling is what it was.

SAM: Did you find that book useful?
H S: Yes, oh yes. I ref that thing through and through, time and time. And
then up at the university they gave a night course, I'd written the business

school and the psyc%logy department and I took that in for about three months,
I guess. And then we had a fellow come thfigh here, in fact most of the
business people on Main Street attended it. What is the fellow that national
advertised?

SAM: Is that Dale Carnegie?

H S: Yeah, DaleCarnegie. That's it. And they éent a men in here and he set up
a week's courseO:elllhg. And Itthink that was brought about by the school
at theuniversity which was very helpful.

SAM: Did you seek advice from Mr. David very often all the teachnique and the
skills involved in the work. Did you find him helpful in. :J.?

H S Very much so because he was a salesman himself. In fact he was a good
salesman. And he would come around and talk to me about selling. And naturally
I would listen to him and probably ask questions from him about the technique
of selling.

SAM: Did you have very much opportunity to watch him working in action?

H S: Well, you see Mr. David, at the time I weatwénking there was ﬁore of a
floor walker. He did very little selling, but he'g gbreptto customers to

people he'd want and then to wait on 'em. And he was a great storyteller.

He'd talk to the customers and he'd with *em, with friends that
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were good customers, he'd always go back and get a sack of candy and give

to them. When they paid their bill at the end of the year, the farmers around
here and a lot of people had yearly accounts, he'd alwaysturnto mengo the man.
And he says, "I want you to fix the gentleman up with a good hat, he Just
paid his bill." So I gave away many, many a Rat to people. . .And at that
time you could buy a Mallory hat made out of rabbit?s fur for three dollars.
That was the price I remember now. A 8tetson hat was five dollars. So. . .
Well, you say he directed people to people he wanted to wait on. He had in
mind?oyou thik, to match his customers with the salesman?

I think so. '"Yes, I'm sure he did.

It sounds like real good business sense to me/

Well, he was. I consider him one of the highlights in making my career,

all right. Now he had eventually three sons in the 385f°but when I went

in there there were two sons. One operated the shoe department and the

pther the clothing department. And it was only maybe about three years or
four thet the son that was running the dothing department, he wanted to

take charge of the women's thd‘etp:ratsmgr?g. eaRmP %tf that

up. So he turned the department then over to me, Which I was, oh, I must have
been nineteem or twenty at that time. But he would consult with me several
years after I took it over. But I would say after 1921, he turned the whole
thing over to me and I operated it from then until the time I quit and

I'11 have to admit that I was rather successful operating it becadse 'S8 all
the years that I was in the store the men's department had the biggest

volume and the most Pxof@table during those years. I have the figures down

in the basement from the year I went in u;til the time I quit.

I could ask you to what do you cantribute that success, but I don't think

I will because you probably would be too modest to want to tell me.

I gave 'em plenty, plenty of my time. A ten hour day didn’t mean anything to me.
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In those days we went to work, you know, at seven o'clock and quit at
six.4nd on Saturdays or when there was a fair or a stock or any special
event in town, we'd keep open till probably ten o'clock at niht. So that

always didn't mean anytﬁing to me. And of course I wasn interested in seeing

thgﬁe department improved all the time. And ® we were continually rearranging

SAM:

R S:

the department, and the senior Mr. David went right along with mét He said,
"You go ahead and do it." So we really had a lot of new innovations.

Eike what?

Well, take the men's hats. We had to sell hats out of a hatbox. A hatbox
held three hats. So we had a tremendous lot of hatboxes up there, and when
you went to sell a hat, why you had to take a box down, take the hat out,

more than one style

and if you showed him, why you fjrobably had four or five boxes out there,
and they were kind of a clutter. So I pupposedthat he let me puaknashelving,
and put these hats°3§ the boxes. Well, he went a little further than that.
He even says,'Well, we'll put some glass over it.'" So that was one thing.
Then our dressing room;'the only wayawgégould try on a pair of trousers was
to go up to the third floor. Well, that meant going up three sets of stairs
to get up there and it took you‘g5xf from the department while you were doing
dl that 'cause you had to measure the trousers and all that. So I talked
him into letting me put a dressing room downstairs. And the only sphce that
we had would only allow a space abat four by four for a man to go in and
put on a pair of trousers. But that helped an awful lot. We had to use that
for a good many years. Then our stockroom was up on the third floor against
the south wall where we kept surplus of underwear, overalls an& shirts and
luggage, and all that. So I proposed that he let us put in a balcony *cause
the ceilings were about eiﬁteen feet tall. And there was a ledge all around

the sidewalls?oﬂe allowed me to go ahead and put that in and we moved down

alot of the--espedially the soft goods downstairs.
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Why did the balcony make that possible?

So we could take some of the reserve stock upstairs and put it on the

shelf, we didn*'t have to run up there every time we wanted something we didn?t
have down on the floor. And we had just a ladder to get up there, see it
wasn't a stairway, it was just a ladder that went up there. Well then when I
first went in ;he store welot of the men's suits were folded with the pants
and the vest put inside and put on the counter. You'd have one here and one
here that kinda folded over into this pile. And you had a stack about that

high. Oh, you had it in sizes and different stackx, and if you wanted a

‘certain pattern you had to pull it out of the stack which was a terrible

nuisance and it messed things up awfully. So I got them to get thg plumbed
to make some racks out of water pipe. And we hung the suits from then on, on
racks.

Best of these dHeesvititncame from your own observations of what the
problems were.

Yes, any time that I took a vacation or made a trip any place my main objective
on the trip was to go into other stores and see how they arranged their
merchandise and what makes a oIn fact, I efen shopped
window displays because each department had to trim their own window. And
so I would observe their windows and I took notes of what they had on their
sign cards in windows and all thattin order to pass that on about the store.
Al we did put in some pretty good windewd because we had one line of clothing:
Style Plus, which sold for seventeen dollars. And they were giving a prize
for the best window. Well, I didn't realize that there were some big stores
that would have some elaborate windo%gf I went in and I decorated a window
with all the material they sent. And I had the photographer take a picture
of it and sent it in. Well, I didn't get a grand prize, but I did get an

honorable mention on it. So that was something. And then I remember in the
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the early merchandising bbusiness you didn'f have janitors in the store.
You swept the floor every night before you left or early in the morning
when you came down. You shovelled the sidewalks off, snow in the wintertime,
you washed the windows, all that. And that was no special one; we all did
it. We all pitched in.

How many salesmen were there in your department besides yourself?

There were three of us when I first went in there. Aﬁd then we increaded
it to four. And then during, I would say duing World War I be;ause we had
a tremendous lot of soldiers up here in all the dormitories and the fraternity
houses and so on. And tﬁen's when we started hiring students. And there habe
been times when I've had as many as four students in the department.

It sounds to me that probably you were more interested in advancing the
business than you were in advancing yourself in a way or in just making money.
Am I correct in feeling that way?

Well, as I thhnk of it now I was so interested in the job. And there was so
much to learn and do that time didn't mean a thing. I just spent hours and
hours, even overtime because I was interested in it. And I guess you would
say that I was more interested in the business than I was the money I made.

T was just looking the other day--in 1921, *2 and *3, I got a hundred and
twenty-five dollars a month. And then I got up to a hundred and fifty dollars
a month before the depression started i{n *30, ‘And then depression hit us

so hard a year after it started nationally that they just got us together and
says, '"About the only thing we can do, we're going to have to reduce salaries."
And Thkgoweduced, I know my salary to a hundred and twehty—five and others
accordingly. But along about *35, I guess, things started to pick up. And

of course I went right on up, a hundred and seventy-five a month. We had

a tremendous increase in business after World War II. In fact I had one of

the biggest years I eQer had right after World War II, I think it was in *48
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or *49, in the department.

Was the year that everyane took a salary cut 19307

I would judge that it was in *31 or *2 because after Roosevelt got ihe
It hit merchants in the bigger communities much worse than it hurt us
to start out with. The depression didn't get here untilh a year after
others were involved. »

I wanted to ask you about Mr. David's possible running for governor that
you mentioned. Do you know what that situation was that he could have run
if he'd wanted to?

Well, he was offered it, I Hnow that. M the only reason I can see why
he didn't take it was that he didn't want to be involved in the campaign
for it and his business meant a lot to him, and it would take him away from
the business. And ;t's proven that in Governor McConnelr?ﬁ:e tookwlg;
governorship, business went down and eventually he had to close out. Me
got back from his four years of governor.

Do you know what role Mr. David took in politics?

Oh, he wad his sons both were tremendously interested in the university. And

~ shethe time Pocatello was interested in getting theuniversity down there,

away from us. And every legislature, they had to fight that. And Mr. David
was very instrumental in the back room politics and contacting the legislatdre
by phone from Moscow on the conditions. So he was vefy polltiqgl minded and
he was very aggressive in it. And I guess today you ﬁould call him a semi-
liberal 'cause he was looking out for the interests of Moscow.

Why would he be liberal? Becddbe. . .7

He was for things that a lot of peopii were against.

Do you think there were a‘ot of people in Moscow who didn't really care about
having the university here?

I don't think that.
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H S: It was the outside interests that were trying to get it away from us.

SAM: What were some of things that he was for that other people wouldn't be
for?

H S: Well, this being an agricultural community and that was the main resource
here for business because Moscow was kind of a trading point of this
whole area. And d1 his old cronies were interested in the university and
that influenced him some I think too becuase the university enrollment,
you know, when they started out was very,very small. And even ;hen I went
into the sSfre in 1910, I don't think the enrollment was over six hundred
and fifty to seven hundred students. And it was building up. So, and of
course, he had soms that he was interested in education. Every one of them
went through college, and three of 'em--threee sons and a daughter graduated
from the university from 1902 to about 1909, Howard David, the youngest one,
I think graduated in about *9, 1909, So that was an incentive, of course.
And he was interested in education.

SAM: What was your understanding abo:i how the university got here in the first
place?

H S. Well, of course, the old story is that gglﬂgd the opportunity of the penitentiary
or the university and they picked the penitentiary. That;s the old story. But
Ithink it was through the effortss of some of our early politicians in the
late '80's. I can't recall the names. McConnell was one of course.

SAM: Am Willis Sweet is often. .

H S: And willis Sweet is one, yes. And we had the push here to mut that thing
over where the other fellows didn't. So it was through the people that we
had here, living here at the time. Judge Forney, for instance, another. He
was the first appointed president that kept the ball rolling.

SAM: Do you subscribe to the idea that it was largely given to us to keep north

Idaho as a part of the state. So that they wouldn't go and join Washington?
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H S: Well, that was brought up by, I don't know whether Sweet was one of 'em,
but I'm sure the early politicians used that as a leverage on southern Ide
all right. And what they wanted to do 'is take in Spokane, let Spokane be the
capital of mastern Washington and northern ldaho aﬁd western Montana. And the
new state was to have been Lincoln, the name of it. I think it was bmught up
more than once, part of the threat.

SAM: So that that idea probably had quite a bit of support up north here?

H S: Oh yes, you bet. You bet they did. Oh yes, a lot of people wére in favor of
that becamse it was a fight with the south all the time. And it's a funny
thing, when Idaho was established, northern Idaho was a
state. Southern Idaho was nothing but sagebrush, and farming got started a
little later, of course. And the Boise Valley got to be quite an agricultural
and fruit area. Now I think it was due to the men, the politicians that we
hadl here that got the university here. The penitentiary end of it, I don't think
is in the picture atall.

SAM: There was another book that I was going to ask you about. And that is the
book that your mother gave. . . (Break) l

H S: But I was about, oh I guess I was about seventeen years old when she gave
thag to me.

SAM: And what is the book about: Pushing to the Front?

H S: It was about how people became successful in their field. Oh there are
i&ot of national figures in there of course that tﬁey usedas examples. But
I think you'll find an article in there on Benjamin Franklin. I wouldn't
be surprised if even Napoleon's in there. (chuckles)
SMM: It says 'Wanted- a man. Possibilities and spare moments. Chosing a vocation.
The triumphs of entﬁ;si:sm. Personalit& as a successassett Do it till you
f inish."

H S The whole idea of the book was to put yourself in to whatever you attempted.
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Push yourself right dong. Don't let failure stop you from pursaing what
you're interested in.
Was this book very important to you when you first had it?
Oh yes. I read it through and through.
Give you more confidence that a young man could make good and. . .
Sure did. When you could seevhat others did, why you were able to do it too.

I see Cornelius Vanderbilt in here.

: Isshe?

Um hum.

We went through his mansion two years ago. The most beautiful mansion I've
ever seen. A lot of marble. It was a place for entertainment. Had a big ballroom.
Lots of bedrooms.

Was this book aimed at business or was it aimed at business, government, and
any careem?

Any career., It wasn't anything in particular. It was to instill in you to
push yourself into whatever you attempted to do. |

Do you remember the circuses coming to Moscow when you were a boy?

Oh, yes. Yes, we had a circus, I would say every year. I don't know that
we ever had a Ringling Brothers Circus here but we had Sells Floata, and
there was another one that used to come. And they usually set up in the
old fairgrounds down where Rosauer's are. And we have had circuses down at
Ghormedy field. Welbe had some where they had to gt out on the outskirts
of town to perform. City always got a little revenue off of circuses for
use of ground,.

As a boy did you want to go to those when you could?

Not only that but I carried water to the elephants. Yes, I got many a p%s

into a circus. We'd always go down there early in the morning, and we'd have
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to carry boards for the seats, things of that type. And oh, many a time
I carried water to the animals.
In return for a pass?
Yes, you didn't get paid for it. You just got a pass. So‘you didn't have

towrk very long to get a pass. Yeah, another place where they had circuses

was down there where Mark IV. That ground was a circus ground.

Were the circuses very large?

Three rings. Oh, once in a while a smaller circus would come that would
be mostly dog show or something like that but most of the circuses were
three ring circuses, acrobats and everything.

Did they have lions?

Oh, yes. They had lions and tigers and horses and monkegs.

wht about these chatauquas? Do‘you remember them?

Very much so. They'd come for a week and th$ 'd sell season tickets before,
you had to buy a season ticket. And I remember they were six dollars for a
season ticket for a week. And they set up in a ten%uﬂsrth of city park. That
was all open ground there then. And they had their programs both aftefbons
and evenings. And we had some nationally known figures at these chatauquas.
‘cause chatauquas had some pretty fine programs. And 1'11 never forget one
program. Either a congressman or a senator was on the program, and it was
right before World War I. And he says,"There is no war coming up. These
contries can't afford a war. Germany is broke and France hasn't got money
enoughféto carry on a war. There'll be no war." He hadn't been out of town
a week--we had a war started. I'll never forget that. They had some wonderful
programs and wonderful entertainment. There was both musical and speech and

lectures and what not. Well, I was playing the cornet in an orchestra at

that time. And Eggan's Hall was built somewhere around 1904 or *S. And that's
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where the shopping center is on Third Street. He had a photography

gallery right on the corner. And he built this big, just a wooden building
with a stage for a roller rink. And boy, people in town here roller skated
for several years. In fact, we had dances there and during the chatauqua
our prchestra played for ten cent dances. That was the common thing in
those days. You didn't go to a dancé and pay a couple of dodlars for the
evening. It was a ten cent dance. After every dance a fellow'd go around

and collect the tickets. Well, that was very profitable for us because
there were some of those evenings that the place was so full that we made
around twelve, fifteen dollars a piece, playin for those dances which was

a lot of money in those days. Then after that the National Guard was formed
here in Moscow, and I was a member of it. And we used the stage for the
lockers, to keep our guns in and qupment. And then we used to parade drill
up end down Main Street and Third Street. And the only real activity I had
in the National Guard was when when the IWW uprisings around here. They
were mostly loggers. And they set up what they call a bull pen down in
Ghromley Park and put a fence around it. And we guarded that fence®Chat
they couldn't break out. But the thing was finally settled and oh I guess

I served two years in the National Guard. That'!s about all.

Do you know about how long they kept the bullpen?

It wasn't very pong. Probably a week. And it was settled. But of 'em were
loggers from up in the camps that were causing the difficulty.

I wanted to get to the Scouts next, but first I thought I'd ask about the
forming of the first country club and the history of that. How that came
about here?

I think I gave you a lot of that didn't I?
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;eah, but it was only just as talking.We didn't put it down on tape
so I thought the stéry of that would be good.
Oh, I see. Well,the beginning of golf in Moscow started with Albert
Moody and myself down on the old fairground which is now Ghormley Park.
My brother did a lot of the labor on it. And we put in six éolf holes--
gsand greens. And had *em and so pn. It was pretty good. And there were
just enough people in Moscow that played golf in other places before they
came to Moscow that around that nucleus we got the thing going. At a
dollar per member to put those greens in. We had no membership fee particularly.
That was about it; one dollar for playing season.
Did you have any troubles laying out that golf course there?
Yes, because we had one hole that was next to the Paradise Creek. And
a lot of golf balls were lost in the creek, of course until they got out
a floater golf ball. And whenever we, on a second shot were afraid that it
was going into the creek, we alwayy used the floater. And that saved it.
You didn't get the distance on that kind of_a ball that you did out of a
regular golf ball. Well, from that it progressed into wanting a nine-hole
gold course. And that was before World War I. So we went out on the Gub
Mix place, north of town where the KRPL station is now and laid out nine
holes. And they were sand green too.An@that time, then's when we organized
the Moscow Country Club which took in both golfi and tennis. The tennis
courts were up on the corner of Hayes and B Streets. I think we had three
or four tennis coutts. To become a member of both golf and tenﬁis you
paid fifteen dolars. If you only plajed one you paid ten dollars, I have
the list of the names of all the original memberspf that course. Well, the
war came along and we were criticized so in developing a golf course 'cause
it wag:u’t completed atall yet. Us putting in a gold course when they needed

wheat so bad during that time. We even had our gass seed bought, all stacked
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up ready to plant the thing and the greens and so on and the farway.
Well, they got together and they decided maybe they should give it up
until after the war, which they did. But we still held the groupntogether.
And then, I've forgotten just what year it was, but I think it must have
been around maybe *21 or *2 along in there, is when we bought this piece of
ground where the golf course is now. And hired Mr. James who was a golf
expert in laying out greens. And he came here and laid out the course. Well,
in order to develop that we had to get a membership. And wehhad over a
hundred memberships at a hundred and twenty-five dollars a piece. And that
started the thing off. Evehitkothk goeewefeea charter member later on your
green fikes were sixty dollars a year. Well, that dropped a lot of the membership.
Andofrremembership went down. We hated to see the course go by the boards
and the Elks Temple at the time had slot machines. And they were making money
hand over fist on their slot machines. So we proposed to them because a lot
of our members were Elks, proposed to them that we would turn it over to them
if they wanted to operate it. And they took us up, and it's been the Elks
Gold Course ever since. The sad part of it, those of us that paid a hundred
and twenty-five dollars as charger members of the course never got any
membership in it. We had to buy a new membership just the same as thowgh we
never owned it.
Were you still paying off the land? Is that why it became impossible to
hold onto the course yourselves?
Well, let’s see now. It was forty acres, and I donit think the land at that
time cost over a hundred dollars an acre. So the forty acres didn't cost
over four thousand dollars.
But the problem was the upkeep was too much for you, too expensive?

Yes, that was part of it. There wasn't moﬁgguegken in to operate it.
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SAM: Didn't you tell me in the early first days of golf here there was
a lot of people, especially businessmen who just didn't think anything of
the sport? Didn't want to try it?

H S: Well, that was the original course down at the fairgrounds. In fact, I think
I mentioned to you that it took us quite some time to get some of the older
fellows interested in it. And My David, senior, who was up in years at that
time, wouldn't be seen carrying a golf club out of the store or a golf bag.
So I used to play with him occasionally. And we would go out the back door
of the store and put his golf clubs in the car and drive down there and
play around and then come back and bring 'em in thg game way. So there were
several of 'em thought it was kind of a siasy‘game. Stickin up a ball and
drivin it and chasing it. But it got so, they had to get tremendously interested
in it to want to put in a nine hole course out north of town. And it developed
pretty fast after that.

SAM: Was it hard to come by golf clubs in the first days of golf around here?

H 8: No, just as soon as we organized that fimt golf course I put in an athletic
department in the store, and I was the only one in town that had golf clubs
to start out with. AAd in those days there were no steel shaft golf clubs.
They were all wooden shafts which was the kind they:ueed in Scotland where
goldl originated. And a golfl club in those days, why I even have a listing of
the clubs that I sold to various members, would run two and a half a piece.

A driver or a mashee would cost three dollars. And golf balls, I remember,
were from twenty-five cents to fifty-cents. And I sold a lot of golf clubs
in there. And from that, why we got interested in seiling equipment to the
university for the%;qﬁpg;ball and baskg;thL and tennis and all that. And
for a good many years we were the supplier for the university basketball
and football team on their equipment. Uniforms, footballs, basketbakls and

all that.
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SAM: Did men carry bags for the clubs in those days like they do now?

H S: Oh yes. And then of course when we started this course out here, why
sme of those older fellows wanted somebody else to carry their bag,and
that's when a lot of kids in town here went out there and acted as caddies.
I know my adopted son, I took him out, this was in the late thirties, I
took him out to carry my bag for me and let him learn a little something
about golf. Well, he didn't last very long because there were so many

golf balls lost on the roof that these kids were out there huntin these
golf balls because you could turn ‘em in at the club house if the bdl was
in good shape for twenty-five cents a piece. Well, I donlt know how many®
dozens of golf balls that he picked up but I lost my caddy.

SAM: I was going to ask you also about, along with talking about clubs, about
the three clubs here in town, the major ones. And I know the main thing
I was interestddiin was how they sort of came about. Now the Rotary was here
first and the Kiwanis came later?

HS: Um hum.

SAM: So the Rotary was sort of looked at as the old man's club?

HS: Um hum.

SAM: And then the Kiwanis was the young man's club. Well then what about the
coming of the kions and what you were telling me about the feeling that the
town couldn't support 'em all,

H S: Well, it seemed that boththe Rotary and Kiwanis were a little lax in taking
in more members into their club. And evidently some natihak officer of
Lions came into Moscow and surveyed the community and thought a Lio;; Club
should be organized here. So they got hold of a few of the younger fellows;
they were doctors and bankers, working in banks and so on. And they had a
meeting and they decidedlto form a Lions Club. I think they had to have at

least twenty-five men in order to form a club, Well, I heard about the organizing
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and I heard about it a little too late. But I went to the president of
the Rotary Club, and I proposed to him, I shad, "Let's go see some of these
fellows that are on the list for the Lions Club and you take half of them
and the Kiwanis take half of 'em. And we'll eliminate the club in town."
Because didn't think the town was big enough for three clubs. But it was
too late, they'd gone too far. And they went ahead and organized. Well,
I was there at the organization meeting by the way from Kiwanis, aqb

/

representative Kiwanis the night they iniated their officers. And they
called on me to say a few words and of course I gave 'em all the praise in
the world because there was no use doing anthing else. Thete main project
was the seeing eye, you know, Lions specialize on blind people and getting
white canes and look after 'em. It wasn't long they had several cases of
that here. And they got a lot of publicity, being a young club they were just
looking for community projects galore. And I don't know how it is now, but
I would say for forty years, and I guess they're still dohgftThey did more
community service than either the Rotary or Kiwanis Clubs did. And it's a
good strong club today.

SAM: What do you think was the big main difference between the Rotary and Kiwanis?
Those two clubs, the éirst clubs?

H S: Well, naturally, Rotary being the first service club organized, they were a
little jealous of their club, and I suppose they felt the same way when
Kiwanis orgsanized, that they didn't want Kiwanis in Moscow. But they were a
very active club when they started too. And they performed alot of community
service., Were you in on ‘

SAM: Were you in on the organization of the Kiwanis?

HS: I was within six months of it, yes I'm not a charter member. I was proposed
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for membership 'cause they take two of a business. Rotary takes one.
And I was approached on it and I told 'em, I says, "Yes, I would be glad to
belong but the store would have to take care of the iniation fee and so on."
Well, they saw the store, Homer David, particularly, and he was a Rotarian,
and him being a Rotarian and his two brothers with the Chamber of Commerce,
they didn*t think it was advisable. But in six months they changed their
tune and I've been a member of the club since 1926.

There was plenty of room then for a second club in town at that time?

Why yes. When I was president of the club in 1940 why we had a membership
of fifty and we kept building that up until we had sixty-five. And then
when I was lieutenant governor in 1952, I think it was, we got information
from the district here that every club should increase their membership
according to the population. Well, we biilt the club up to eighty-five members
in that year. And of course, we took a lot of member in there ghat were
enthusiastic to begin with but a lot of them dropped out later on. We had
some members that shouldn't have been Kiwanis at all. All service clubs
have that trouble.

Well, I think we should hit some mae highlights of scouting too. Now,

we did talk about scouting some last time,

of Side C)

SAM:

H S:

e« « «You have down here on scouting.

Well, one of the camps that we used out in the mountains before we built the
one we finally used was Camp which was Eldridge's cottage home out

in the mountains. And he allowed us to use it for overnight hikes and trips
out there. And I remember one overnight hike we had out there, I don't know
whether I told that to you before but I had about twenty-four boys out there

sleeping in their blankets. This was before the days of sleeping bags. And
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one of the boys started to break out. And we determined it must be measles.
So there was a farm across the balley up there and we went to there and called
up his father and told him, we said, "You've got a sick boy out here. You
better come eut and get him." So he came out and got him, and that's what
he had, was measles. Well, the thing about it, there wasn't a single boy
that caught the measles from that contact out there which we were glad about.

You moved quickly on it.

Yeah.

This Camp » you slept inside the cottage?

We slept both in and out. The cottage isn't very big so it didn'’t hold very
many boys so we slept on the ground. And I think the patrol leaders and the
scout officers slept in the cabin. (EEESEEQ)

This was Dean Eldridge's?

¥ehh.

And it was used frequently by the scouts?

Oh yes. We used it a lot. Because it was close and of courggf 585&!3 loved
hiking. And that was a big activity in the early scouting here. We did alot
of hiking. And in ord@r to pass their first class test they had to take a
fourteen mile hike. And out to Camp , it was seven miles out there
so they could go out there and then come back. And on the hike, of course,
they had to do a good turn and observe the landscape and animala.nuildlife
and all that on this hike. And then tell what they brought with them to cook
over the open campfire and so on.

I want to ask you a little bit about that since I've been looking at some
of thesgeports that the scouts wrote after the hike. One thing that I'm
curious abdt was was there a usual route that the boys hiked from here to

there on? Or were there a lot of different ones?

Oh, there were different ones. There were a good many of them took that, but
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there were hikes all over. Some of 'em took 'em up to Paradise Mountain,
Tomer‘s Butte. I think there was one hikevﬁﬁat I gave you there that they
went out outh of town and out towards the old Pullman road and back in
which was longer than a fourteen mile hike. So no, there was no particular
place they had to go to. The main thing, they had to perform a good turm, it
had to be fourteen miles, and it was an observation test as much as anything.
They'd practice pacing on it which was valuable to 'em in map making. So. « .

Would they stick to the roads mostly?

Oh ho, no they'd. . .

They'!d go cross-country? :

Yeah, they'd cross-country. In fact I was just reading one the other day
where they went through a fellows wheat field and it was muddy. And how they
had to clean their shoes off after they got out onto the road. We had one
hike, we started right here at the corner of the cemetery, county road,a

bee-line hike. That was quite an event. And we spotted the tree up here
P ”;;ﬂ%;Jntain. And we were supposed to
make a bee-line for that; it was clled a beelline hike. You weren't to deviate

avall Well, I was on that hike, and I had an assistant scout master with me

on that hike. And the first obatacfga&e run inte was this South Palese Creek

g0

?ﬁaggﬂﬁﬁagﬁfﬁﬁa @gg”the”wggerfyggﬁhigb. And we coldn't around and coméback over

iR

here an&hsgme back over, we had to go across that creek. Well, the assistant

s e hoa

fbut master, I'1l always remember, his name was . He says, "I'll get

these boys acrosss. So we went out and waded the creek to see how deep jt

was. Well, it came up to about here on him. (his _waist) So he took every one

of those kids--and I've forgotten how many--about fifteen. He took every one
of those kids piggy-back across that creek. And we made our bee=line hike

up there. And we had our cooking along with us; and we had our meaﬂup there.

SAM: It was waist deep, that water, huh?
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H S: Yeah. I was cold. I don't know how he took it. He even took me across.

SAM: (chuckles) He was a big man?

H 8: He was a pretty husky man, yeah.

SAM: Well, did kids know the routes that they took of these fourteen mile hikes?
Had they been over the routes before, most of 'em?

H S: A good many of 'em had been over it, yes.

SAM: The traik were fairly well set in most places that kids would take.

H S: Yeah.

SAM: They would know how to get on a short-cut from one place to another.

H S: Nobody got lost.

SAM: The kids didn't get lost then? I was going to ask you about that, whether
there were times when the scouts did get lost.

H S: I only had one case, and that was when Moscow Mountain was on fire, had a
forest fire up there, and the whole community wen t out there to dig trenches
and stop it. And they needed somebody to patrol these trenches after they
were dug bhecause the roots of the troots of the tree, you know, would got
underneath and start a fire on the other side of the trench. So I offerred
my troop to go out there and patrol. I¥te forgotten how many boys we ha;/f
but we used Camp fier our headquaters for eating meals. I think there
was some organization brought out food for us, Well, wepggfglkﬁgue trenches
and it was a good thing because 'wauhad any number of cases where the roots
had gone across the trench and we were able to put 'em out. But this one
boy named Harold Waters, strayed off. And there was trails like this. . «
and up at the top there was what they call a round top. And ot of that
roundtop there were trils that lead inkll directbng., Well, he ventured up to
that round top and he took the wrong trail backto Camp « And he was
lost there for several hours. He hadn't showed up so we sent out a search

crew and we kept hollering and hollering and so on. He'd gotten away quite a
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ways 'cause he'd took the wrong trail. But he finally heard us, and we
stayed where we were and kept hollering and he found us. We took him back
fo ‘camp. And that's the only time that I ever hal anyone lost.

SAM: One feeling that I get from reading these themes, which I think is so
interesting,is this feeling that the country was so much more country in
those days than it is today. These guys would go out there and just walking,
and they'd be seeing wildlife, a lot of it. It just sounds like there were
a lot more trails around than we'd have any traces of these days. Is that
true, do you think?

H S: Well remember this was in the twenties and th%tles. And a lot of the
townspeople used to picnic out in the muntains. That was one of the favorite
places to go for a picnic. And a lot of the trail®that are up there were made
by logging--pulling logs out of the hills., And if I'm not mistaken in the
early days there used to be grazing up there. Them'd be sheep from dewn below

down in there. And they'd go up into the mountains and stay for
the summer, and then pick 'em up again in the wintertime.

SAM: So Moscow was a lot closer to the real countryside than it is today?

H S: ¥eah. Now remember there was a road from here to ﬁi%%%% %3ver Moscow
Mountain. And have you ever heard of the name '"Cumerine Gulch?! Well, that
was é% Cumerine Gulch Road. And you could go right up over the top and down
the other side, there was a sawmill over on the other side and it lead you
to Princeton. And along in the twenties there was a proposal by several
Moscow men that had hetght, oh forty or eigty acres up there on the big
mountain. And they proposed that we develop that Cumerine Creeck Road. And
up at the top, you turn to thetop you turn to the right and go up to the
big mountain and develop a park up there. M. E. Lewis was the instigator
of that. He was a real estate man here in Moscow, and he was a state sefftor

and all that. So he wanted to make it a scenic route. And there was a county
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road back of thk mountains that wound up over here grade. And

he had big plans of that being quite a tourist attraction. And Abe Goff,

owned landtaﬁfeﬂarry Powell wened owned property up there,
HS:
SAM: This was just in the higher reached of Moscow Mountain thenf Yeah, it
SAM:

was up on the top there, the highest part of it. So what happened?

H S: Well,you couldn’t get state funds for the road for some reason or other,
and I think the thing fell through because of financing, which a lot of us
were sorry for because we thought that could have been a mighty good project.
Kiwanis Clud was bk of it; Rotary Club was back of it, but it fell through.

SAM Would you tell mghgbgsgr;h‘t scout, th::§6you had that letter from from
St. Anthony's, the scout that you tried to reform?

H S: Well, he was a scout that the probate 433&5, Adrien Nelson, he was rather
sympathetictggaggys, he hated to send boys to reform school. So he came to
me, and says, "I've got this boyj;he's an illegitimate boy living with his

" grandmother, and he was in difficulty! He'd baen writing checks on hr and
boyin stuff that he shouldn’t, especially candy and things like that. So
he asked me if I wouldn'’t like to take him over; see what we could do with
him. So I proposed the name to the scout troop and asked them if they would
want to carry on a humanitarian project and see what we could do with

him. Well, two or three of the older scouts thought it would be a good thing.

So we took him on, and oh, he was aggressive; he was Qistogonilglearqpverything

in Souting, and he just did good turn and all that. And it looked like we
were making a lot of headway. In fact, he was instrumental in thgezlag pole
that I showed you the picture of here. He went out in the mountains and got
that flag pole and peeled it and brought it into the church and he raised
it there up in the church.

SAM: This was .the Presbyterian. . .?

H S: Presbyterian Church, yes. Well, years afterwards after he was through scouting
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he got into a difficulty and he was sent again to reform school. And I

guess he was there for a couple of yearaj and‘they decided to parde him

out. And he was on his way up here to Moscow, and he and another parolee,

they stopped in Boise and they stole a car. And that put him back in the

reform school again. And I think he was there for another couple of years.

And they parolled him out and he came up here. He went to work for the

Potlatch Lumber Company, in what capacity I don't know. But he came in one

day, to the sthre after he'd been up therea while and told me how much

scouting taught him in the ﬁse of maps that in his work up there he

needed the knowledge of maps. So it wasn't glad

'A‘;h:t he was doin so well. And about an hour afterwards Judge Nelson, the

ﬁiﬁrobate judge, came though the store. Ana 1“f;1d him I says, '"You know, who
do you suppose 1 saw? Dave came in here and he told me how well he
was doin up at Potlatch." '"Well," he says, "if you want to see hin again
he's up in the county jail right now." And I'd forgotten what he'd done to
get in. And I only heard about him yea%gdlzgggsbut he still came back up into
this country, he's around here now. I would judge he's a man of probably
sixty years old.

SAM: Well, the letter that he wrote to wou from St. Anthony's was very interresting

aﬂﬁééauae he was looking at you as a good friend and as somebody who had g
really helped him.

H S: Oh I'm sure, but he was too weak a character to stick with it. But he
was the only scout in all the scouting that I've been through that's ever
been sent to reform school, which is quite a record. And while he's not the

only boy we had difficulty with, this boy was never set to reform school--

I PaTEl¥ormed him myself. He was a boy sold Spokesman-Reviews and magazines

on the street. I don't know whther I told you this or not, but well, he was
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in the scout troop. We had a pogram where boys could buy a uniform, we had
a raise thfough somebody, a uniform so he could go to camp. Well, he
approacheawyg the Mosocw Hotel lobby, he says, "Our scout troop is trying
to raise money for some of the boys and would you like to contribute for
it?" Well, this fellow told him--he hppened to run the hotel barbeershop--
he said, '"Well, who's your scout master?" Well, he told him, '"Harry Sampson."
And he says,'"Well I see him abat it, see what they need.”" And this said,
"Don't do that.'" He diin't want to be sdkaled on. Well, this fellow that saw

me about it and there were several thhgs that piled up on him about the

same time., He would sell these magazines and tell 'em,"I need an extra fifty

X
A

cents or a dollar? Would you mind paying for your magazine or your paper a
month in advance." And he collected quite a bit by tht. And then he didn't
deliver the magazine. So when I found that out, I founqhgg§h£:o§gzg;;¥¥2JQEFL¢$Q‘
people were that he hadn't delivered a mmmgazine, and 1’ flade him pay it back.
Well, we didn't kick him out of the troop om anything, we kept him on. And I
remember years later we had William here in Moscow who was in the

Air Corps. And he was wted for an advancement which required the FBI to
investigate him. So they called on me because he had given me as a reference

to find out. . .Well, I sent in a refernce about it that tey had spelled the

name wrong. This boy's name that we had trouble with waﬁﬂlaus and

is spelledkthe same way, only it!s "g" instead of a "q%. Well, they'd made a
mistake and made it "g". So I couldn't recommend this boy for the position

atalls And they couldn't understand it, so they sent an FBI man over to the
store atd interview me. And he wouldn't talk to me in the store. He says,'"I've
got my car out here on the curb, come out in the car. I want to talk to you."

And he showed me his badge, and it said FBI. So he showed me the questionnaire
that I had given. And when I saw it, immediately I said, '"Well this isn't the

boy that I for." And that kind of settled it. I said, '"Well,
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: éhis Bill ,'"I says,'"he's the finest scout I ever had! He8ayeptlitled

to anything he can get. And that ended fhe interview.

SAM: This boy that you had the trouble with, this boy, he did go straighter after
that?

H S: Oh, he moved from here over to Seattle; his sister lived over in Seatlle,
and he went over to live with her. And I never heard about him since.

SAM: You want to touch on a few more of theses., . .?

H S: Oh yes, I'd like to mention a fe%fbigﬁers of scouting that were a tremendous
help in putting scouting over in MoSow. And I woﬁ!ﬂlﬁut at the head of the
list; Homer David, Herman Wilson, John , Harry Whittier, Abe Goff,
Reverend Sessions, G. L. Luke, Colonel y Jeo G, Eldridge, R. K. and
Oscar , Henry s Je Be Rutheg}brd, President Theophilus, H. H. Simpson,
Je W. Barton, June Shoemaker, J., G. Davis, G, W , and I' C Crawforrd.
Those were all men, most of them were Kiwanians. And they did a tremendousy
job in backing reorganization of scouting in 1927 and '7. It was through their
help that I was able to organize five troops in Moscow, got scout masters for
all of 'em, got committeemen for all of 'em, and merit badge examiners. It
was a real treat to have the backing of these men.

There was one little project that we did in Moscow. Moscow had street signd
made on wooden boards, stenciled, and they'd put in yea® and years before. And
along about 1927 or '8 a lot of those signs were, gee, of a lot of them had
faded out. And we proposed to the city, if they would get us a stenciling set
and the paint and the lumber, we would re-sign the streets in town. Well, they
did that. And they wound up, they gave us seventy-five dollars for the job
because we did a good job of it. But this second scout troop that I had did
the job. We painted 'em white, stencii@J them black, and then to preserve 'em
we put a coat of shellac on top of FPQ;, had put them all over town. And those

were the street signs used in Moscow until the Lion's Club took the project on
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of putting up the metal signs. And I think that has only been, maybe,
fifteen y8rs ago. So those served a long time.

SAM There was one thing I wanted to ask you abat, and I don't expect you to say
more than a bit about it, but you told me that in 1925 scouting died and
that's what caused the reorganization.

H S: Um hum,

SAM: You say this was because of the individual who was the scout master?

H S: Scout executive, We had a scout executive that was
and the financing had goaten into bad shape too. And just the whole thing
together just fell apart. And there was no scouting in Moscow there for a
year. And it was through the Kiwanis Club that I proposed 17&hey wanted to
get into boys' and girls' work, why I would set up a scout program, and which
they did. And we were under at the time theSPXane  ouncil, (Break)When
our street signs were put in we performed a traffic survey.gn the main
thoroughfare. And the scouts, for one whole week, had a traffic co?én the
corner of Third, on the Sixth, and the corner of Washington. They directed
traffic and they also took the number of cars that passed that intersection
in a ten hour period. And they also cited violations, cars t hat didn't pay
any attention to 'emenéhey took their license number down, things of that
kind. So I have the figures on the number of cars that passed the corner of
Third and Main someplace. It's tremendous the traffic, even in those days.
And this was way back in '28 or '9, along in there.

SAM: Was there usually an officer directing traffic on the cornér, or was there
usually no traffic director at all?

H S: No, trsffic cop, no. No, there was no traffic cop there atall.

SAM: What gas the purpose of the survey. Was it to see what the needs were for
traffic control?

H S: 1t was to show the city the amount of traffic that was on the main thoroughfare.

And 1 suppose, to hwe stop signs and what-not. But we chose the three most
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#.'popular corners,and if I'm not mistaken as ‘early as that we'd have, it
seems to me that there was eleven, twelve hundred cars that passed the corner

of Third and Main in ten hours time.

Transcribed and typed by Kathy Blanton
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