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A Pioneer's Experience With Pears in the Lewiston Valley 

FRO::.I early experience and observa­
tion, I long ago became convinced 

that the soil and climate here were better 
adapted to pears and grapes than to any 
other fruits," said Robert Schleicher, of 
Lewiston, whose reputation as a vine­
yardist is of international scope. His 
vineyard on the s~opes of the Clearwater 
just above Lewiston was established a 
quarter of a century ago. On the same 
home grounds, in 1882 and 1883, Mr. 
Schleicher planted some pear trees, and 
from these were produced fruit equal to 
that grown anywhere in the best pear 
regions known. 

1\Ir. Schleicher planted in all ten to 
fifteen acres of pear orchard, but in 
those days there were few facilities for 
combating orchard pests and diseases, 
and the pear trees blighted when they 
came to bearing age. Eight or ten of 
the trees were kept for home use, and. 
in spite of the blight, have borne good 
fruit every year since, and are still bear­
ing. The varieties planted by ~Ir. 

Schleicher included the Seckel, Mt. 
Vernon, Duchess of Bordeaux, and 
twenty to thirty other varieties, for ex­
perimental purposes, and all grew rapid­
ly and bore good fruit. 

One of the promising varieties was 
the Idaho pear originated in the old 
Mulkey orchard (now the "Chinese gar­
dens") in East Lewiston. This came 
from a seedling brought from \Valla 
\i\lalla. in the early 70's. Leading po­
mologists pronounced this of superior 
character, but it proved very susceptible 
to blight. 

About 1875, a pear orchard was plant­
ed on the Delsol place in East Lewis­
ton. In a recent conversation. Mr. Del­
sol stated that leading standard varie­
tits were planted, such as the Bartlett 
and Winter N elis. 

The Secke( pear Mr. Schleicher re­
gards as of superior quality, but being 
a small variety is not readily marketed, 
though here it attains double the size 
that it does elsewhere. In European 
countries, says Mr. Schleicher, the 
Seckel is preserved whole. with the stem 
attached, and has been tried in the same 
way, to some extent, in this country. 

The Lewiston Orchards district Ylr. 
Schleicher rega rds as we~! adapted t.) 
pear culture, having all the advantages 
of the lower valley in soil and climate, 

Bartlett P ear 'l'ree, Five Years 

and with an altitude less liable to orcha rd 
pests. The pear is valuable as a filler 
with apples, especially the dwarf pear, 
which has been ·successfully grown by 
Mr. L. A. Porter in East Lewiston. 

1\I r. Schleicher commends the plant­
ing of commercial varieties, which has 
l;>een followed in Lewiston Orchards, 
which he declares has a very promising 

Old, i n Orchard of P. H. :\Iullarl<~· 

future for the pear industry, the pear 
o rchards there, now coming into bearing, 
being entirely free from orchard diseases 
and the fruit being of the highest char­
acter and commanding a ready market. 
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Co1nmunity Life in Lewiston .Orchards 
LEWlSTON ORCIL\RDS ,\SSEM­

BLY. 
The last session of the Assembly 

was held November 18, and was the 
annual meeting. It was also the occa­
:.ion of an apple judging contest, and at 
the close, a social hour was enjoyed and 
all were treated to a piece of apple pie 
supplied by the ladies of the Assembly. 

There was large attendance, nearly 
100 persons being present. In the apple 
judging, Dr. R. W. Cram and R H. S. 
Rowell were tied for first place, T. Keedy 
was g iven second place and L. L. Det­
rick third place. The election of officers 
resulted as follows: President, Tracy 
Keedy; vice-president, R. Pickering; sec­
retary, H. H. S. Rowell; treasurer, J. B. 
White; librarian, L. L. Detrick. There 
have been large recent additions to the 
membership which now is 130. The As­
sembly forms a very representative com­
munity organization and has before it 
much important work. 

i\ov. 25 and 26, there was held under 
Assembly auspices, the first farmers' in­
stitute in Lewiston Orchards. There 
was excellent attendance and keen inter­
est in the various lectures and demon­
strations. The subjects handled includ­
ed the dairy cow, hog raising, small 
fruits, packing and marketing of fruits, 
poultry, orchard insects and di seases, do­
mestic science. domestic economy and 
other features. In the evening, illus­
trated 1ectures on Idaho and V\' ashing­
ton were given. The speakers were 
Profs. W. II. Olin, C. C. Vincent, E. ]. 
Iddings. John N. Nicholson and Miss 
Jessie Hoover. from the University of 
Idaho, at ~foscow; and Profs. '\V. D. 
Brierley, A. L. ~1elander, Nystrom and 
Miss Craigie from the '\:Vashington Ag­
ricultural college at Pullman. 

At this month's meeting, December 9, 
President Bryan, of the Washington 
State Agricultural College. addresses 
!he Assembly. Some important busi­
ness matters also come up. including 
proposed legislation '"ith reganl to the 
formation of a highway imf)rovement 
district. 

A CA ITATA BY THE SCHOOL. 

Of delightful interest was the juvenile 
cantata. "Dream of F airyland,' given by 
the pup=ls of Lewiston Orchards school, 
in the heautiful assembly hall of the 
school. Dec. 6. The affai:- attracterl a 

large crowd, and was the first occasion 
for a public introduction to the new 
school quarters. Following the per­
fonnance of the cantata, a social recep­
tic n was given by the teachers, Miss 
:\ina 1\lidd:ekauff, the principal, and 
!\! iss Emma S. Quayle, the primary 
teacher. Refreshments were served and 
selections of music were given by the 
orchestra which encouraged some rhyth­
mical movements on the floo r by the 
young -people present. 

The children had been drilled in their 
parts by Miss Quayle, and acquitted 
themselves with much credit to all con­
cerned. Several musical numbers were 
interspersed, including selections by the 
orchestra, choruses by the school, vocal 
solo by Katherine Huntworth and violin 
solo by Allan Eddy. The proceeds of 
the entertainment are to be used for the 
purchase of a victrola for the school. 

The cast of characters in the cantata 
was as follows : Two orphans. Cather­
ine Buck and Lillian Buck: two angels, 
Dorothy Middlekauff and Hazel Walk­
er: good fairies, Eleanor Eddy. Ruth 
Lois Rowell, Geneva Canter, l\iildred 
::\Tounce, Marguerite Sipes. Mary Mid­
rllekauff, Mary Albrecht, Ruth Johnson, 
F 1orence Sipes. ~fary \Vehb: sprites, 
twelvf' kinrlergarten children: evil fai­
riec; , Fred A lhrecht. Christian Albrecht, 
"\orman Buck. "'allace Burns. Leon 
'French. Lerov Sipes. Clarence '\Vyckoff, 
Rov Sipec;, Maurice Albrecht. Ravmond 
Railey. Melvin Canter, Herman French. 
'Ra"mond Haben. \\'alter Hunt. Joe 
hckson. Paul Johnson. Morris Sipes, 
hmec; " ' ehh. Marshall \Voodmansee, 
Paul Tondevold. Glen Tondevold. 

HOSPITAL AUXILIARY. 

The Orchards auxiliarv to the advi­
c;ory board of St. Joseph's hospital met 

Tov. 21. at the home of ~1rs. L. A 
Blackman. with eighteen members and 
vic:itors present. 

The meeting this month \\';ls held Dec. 
2. at the home of ~1r. and :\'Irs. P. H. 
Mullarky. The following members were 
oresent: Mesdames L. A. B1ackman. J. 
W. Haben. P. W. Clark, D. '\V. Clark, 
'P. H. Mullarky, G. G. Ames. G. E. Ames, 
H . II. S. Rowell, F. B. Gano. S. W. 
\\'hit forcl. T. Keerly. Mae Troeh. L. C. 
Gi c-c:eker. II. H. Smith. A. J. Duffus. H. 
(". Tackson. C. Tyler. D. H. Sipes. The 
Yisitors were Mic;s A. Rudolph. ~fiss Gie-

seker and Mrs. J. H. Long. The next 
meeting will be held Jan. 16, at the 
home of ~1r. and :Mrs. J. W. Haben. 

The work of the auxiliary this season 
has been the preparation of a great va­
riety of fancy articles to be disposed of 
at the annual hospital hazar, to be held 
in Lewiston Dec. 9 to 13, inclusive. 
Delegates from the auxiliary have been 
appointed for the fair, as follows: For 
each day, Mrs. L. C. Gieseker and Mrs. 
L. A. Blackman; for individual days in 
the week, the work to be divided, Mes­
dames P. W. Clark, G. E. Ames, H. H. 
Smith, W. Eddy, F. B. Gano, -:\iae 
Troeh, C. Tyler A. J . Duffus, J. W. 
IIaben. 

CHURCH ACTIVITI ES. 
There is great activity of interest in 

all lines of the church work. While 
there is no regular evening church serv­
ice, the Christian Endeavor society 
meets every Sunday night, at 6:30 
o'clock, at which time there is special 
musical service, by the choir of about 
twelve members. It is now being 
planned to have a praise service on one 
Sunday night each month, with old­
fashioned hymns as one of the features. 
On Thursday evening. Dec. 12, the choir 
will have a rehearsal and social at the 
residence of ~1r. and ~1rs. John II. Long. 

The ladies' aid society has had a busy 
month, with cheering results. The 
kitchen "shower," Nov. 7, supplied a 
very complete assortment of utensils, 
contributed by 33 ladies, who also gave 
$9.45 in cash. The New England din­
ner and lunch. Nov. 25, was served to 
more than 200 people and brought re­
turns of about $75. This fund will be 
more than sufficient to pay the balance 
due on the silver service '"hich is of 
beautiful and elaborate character. The 
white china tab1e service and the silver 
service are both sufficient to serve 72 
persons at one time. On Thursday, Dec. 
12, the society will hold an all-day met­
ing with lunch at noon. to which the gen­
tlemen are invited. At that time, some 
important new plans will be considered. 
The members will bring their own work. 

'\:Vednesday, Nov. 20, was a red-letter 
day in the annal s of the church, for it 
was known as "Church Improvement 
Day," and there was a wonderful spirit 
of generous co-operation shown by the 

(Continued on page 4) 
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GRO~NG ORCHARD VALUES 
According to the tax records of Nez 

Perce county, the total tax on the pres­
ent acreage in Lewiston Orchards in 
1902, ten years ago, was $9,347.68, an 
average of $1.48 per acre. In 1912, on 
the same acreage, there is a tax of $36,-
000, an average of $5.70 an acre. This 
shows an increase of 260 per cent in ten 
years, or an average of 26 per cent a 
year. 

The development of the orchards has 
every year added substantial values to 
the lands of the district, coincident with 
this being the building improvements by 
those who have become residents. To 
those unfamiliar with conditions in such 
a district, the values now ruling may be 
regarded as partially speculative and 
their future similar advance not 
warranted. It should be remembered 
that none of the orchard values here 
have yet reached those of fully developed 
orchard lands in other successful dis­
tricts. The experience of others indi­
cates that the next five years will show 
as large and probably an even greater 
increase in land values here. 

These prospective advances in values 
are based on the natural orchard devel­
opment and does not take into consider­
ation the fact that Lewiston Orchards 
is practically a suburb of Lewiston, 
which has promise of becoming a great 
city, perhaps the metropolis of Northern 
Idaho, if not of the Inland Empire. 
There will be a growing demand for 
residence sites here for city people. 
With the coming of electric street rail­
way service, which cannot now be long 
delayed, there will be a rapid influx of 
orchard owners, and values will then 
show much more rapid advancement. 

COMMUNITY UNITY 
It is a common observation of visitors 

to Lewiston Orchards that as a commu-

uity it shows remarkable unity of pur­
pose. This conclusion is evidently war­
ranted by the facts in the case, for, while 
it is true that the good elements here are 
greatly varied, a basis for co-operation 
exists, and all are willing to do their 
part for the upbuilding of the whole. 

An instance of this spirit was pleas­
antly demonstrated recently when peo­
ple from all parts of the district turned 
out for a day's work at the church 
building and grounds. This was done 
regardless of church preferences or af­
filiations, the church here being recog­
nized as a community institution and de­
serving of general support. 

The same disposition to co-operate in 
community affairs is seen in the support 
g iven to many of the public meetings 
held in the district. One of these 
occasions was the meetings of the insti­
tute, the total attendance in two clays 
being nearly 500, or more than the total 
population of the Orchards. The insti­
tute was held under auspices of the As­
sembly which represents a wide range 
of community interests, and has a large 
membership and loyal support. Com­
munity unity promises to accomplish 
~reat good for the future of Lewiston 
Orchards. 

NEW ORCHARD INDUSTRIES 
That conditions in this district offer a 

multitude of almost untouched opportu­
nities was made clear to many residents 
who attended the farmers' institute 
meetings last month in the Orchards. 
The lecturers were quick to note the ad­
vantages here offered for many indus­
tries suited to orchard surroundings. 

Especially recommended for general 
trial were the dairy, poultry and hog in­
dustries, none of which have heretofore 
received much attention. All of these, 
it was shown, tend to conserve the fer­
tility of the orchards. All of them af­
ford a means of utilizing inter-orchard 
crops for feed purposes at home, thus 
giving a market product in. copdens:d 
form, and for which there ts a certatn 
demand at good prices. 

The speakers gave convincing testi­
mony to the effect that success in such 
lines is based on common sense business 
principles, such as rule in the business 
world in general. Combined with the 
orchard industry, these allied lines of 
effort are calculated to add substantial 
increase to the ordinary income and thus 
insure general prosperity. 
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OUR EASY CLIMATE 
December opened with no sign of win­

ter except the snow on the surrounding 
mountains, which have had a white cov­
ering since the middle of October. In 
the Lewiston-Clarkston valley, the roses, 
chrysanthemums, sweet peas and other 
hardy outdoor flowers have been steadily 
in bloom. November was warmer than 
October, and with less rain. December 
is likely to show a continuance of milrl 
weather at least until the middle of the 
month. 

The real winter weather is not usually 
clue to arrive here until close to Christ­
mas time, and it seldom stays more than 
two or three weeks, after which farm 
work in general can be resumed. This 
easy climate is in pleasing contrast with 
what most of the residents here have 
been accustomed to in their former 
homes. Idaho's climate has a fascina­
tion of its own in its infinite variations, 
but its worst features do not suffer in 
comparison and its advantages are easily 
apparent to those who came here to es­
cape the rigors of less favored climes. 

ORCHARD OPPORTUNITIES 
There is a world of opportunity for 

orchard owners to engage in raising po­
tatoes, tomatoes, sweet corn, onions, etc. 
This great district will soon be alive 
with institutions for the manufacture of 
products that are incidental to orchard­
ing. The year 1913 will see a necessity 
for vinegar factories which will also 
press the juices from the grapes, convert 
surplus peach and apple crops into a 
dried product for box shipment all over 
the world, and the largest canning es­
tablishment that can be built will be 
needed here. 

· l\f r. P. \V. Green, superintendent for 
the company had four and one-half acres 
planted late in the season to potatoes. 
The yield was six hundred sacks or 
eleven hundred bushels. The "Tubers" 
do we!! and are a sure winner if planted 
successively for several seasons in order 
to catch the price-average. The King 
is a good table variety and a heavy 
yielder. 

V. P. Niemetz, special horticultural 
representative of the department of ag­
riculture of the Russian government, 
visited the Orchards last month and de­
clared it to be the most wonderful 
project that he had ever visited or 
heard of. 
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An Estimate of Lewiston Orchards After Comparison 

A N interestin.g estimate of Lewiston 
Orchards is that by Mr. Warren 

Surnburger, of Dover, N. J., who was 
a guest for a portion of the past summer 
of Mr. Joseph B. White and family, Mrs. 
Surnburger being a sister of Mr. \Vhite. 
Mr. Surnburger is a well known business 
man of conservative judgment, and his 
conclusions were made very deliberately, 
after careful study of the conditions not 
only here but in other leading fruit dis­
tricts of the Pacific coast region. In a 
personal letter to Mr. White, written 
since his return to the East, Mr. Sum­
burger says : 

"Of course you know that I was very 
favorably impressed with your most 
beautiful orchard tract, and everything 
connected with it. The general system 
in everything, the very fine trees, with 
wonderful crops for trees of five and 
six years' growth, the fine water system, 
unfailing supply for irrigation and other 
purposes; your packing house, school, 
church, street sprinkling, and your great 
advantage of having Professors Thorn­
ber and Cole to give most valuable in-

HOME HAPPENINGS. 

W. H. Webb made a fine sho·wing in 
a potato crop this season on his five-acre 
tract. His varieties included the Red 
Spanish, Early Vermont and Blue Cen­
tennial. Of the latter there was a heavy 
yield of mammoth "spuds," the product 
being 4,000 pounds from five rows be­
tween the trees, or less than a quarter of 
an acre. Many of the tubers weighed 
several pounds apiece. 

R. N. W right, of Lewiston, has re­
cently purchased of Geo. H. Banaka, a 
tract of five acres on Bryden avenue 
and Fifth street. The orchard is five 
years old and the price paid was $5,000. 
Mr. vVright, who was formerly super­
intendent of schools in Lewiston, in­
tends to establish his permanent resi­
dence in the Orchards. 

The November issue of "The Country 
Gentleman" published an interesting 
illustrated article by J. E. Butler, deal­
ing with Mr. Butler's successful expe­
rience in orchard crops and develop­
ment in Lewiston Orchards. 

H. L. Powers has subscribed $10,000 
to the Johnson railroad on condition 
that the route be laid through Lewiston 
Orchards. 

structions, which is necessary to the suc­
cessful fruit-grower; and not least the 
high grade social community of the Or­
chard tracts and your close proximity 
to the city of Lewiston, with its very 
high grade schools, etc., all helped to 
impress me favorably, and in fact there 
was not one thing that I could find the 
least bit of fault with. Still, before ven­
turing an opinion of the Lewiston Or­
chards, I was determined to see all of 
th~ Northwest, so that I ·could make 
comparison. 

"After leaving your place, we trav­
eled through the Northwest as far as 
Seattle, Vvash. We there took the Pa­
cific coast steamer, 'Governor,' to San 
Francisco, Cal. Vve met with a great 
many orchards on the trip, and in San 
Francisco, and were surprised to know 
the number of them that know of and 
had visited Lewiston Orchards, and all 
agreed that Lewiston Orchards was far 
ahead of anything that they had ever 
seen, and these people were from Hood 
River, Spokane and Yakima. We were 
unconsciously boosting Lewiston Or-

Any fall g rapes can be kept fresh 
until holiday time, by dipping the ends 
of the stems in paraffin wax and then 
wrapping each cluster in tissue paper, 
twisting it firmly to keep out the air, 
and packing the grapes in a basket with 
sheet wadding in between each layer. 
Only perfect grapes should be used. 

At the institute meetings in the Or­
chards, several vegetable curiositief> 
were exhibited, including a mammoth 
carrot, which weighed 22 1-2 pounds, 
from the adjoining g rounds of J. L. 
Goodn ight and was pronounced by Prof. 
Olin to be the largest carrot that he had 
ever seen. A parsnip more than a yard 
in length was also shown. Mr. Good­
night has three-fourths of an acre of 
carrots which are yielding at the rate 
of 35 •tons to the acre, and selling for 
eight dollars a ton. The success of all 
root crops in the Orchards is of phenom­
enal nature. 

David A. Smith has established a 
dancing class for the boys and girls 
that meets every week, usually on Sat­
urday evening. 

On Saturday evening, Nov. 30. a so­
cial party was given by Allan Eddy, to 
his young friends, at the home of his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Walter Eddv. 

chards, and were surprised to find none 
who would offer a better proposition for 
our thought or inspection, but all agreed 
that Lewiston was the best to be had. 

"I showed the apples from the Badger 
tract, with a great deal of p!easure, as 
there was nothing in the markets that 
could equal them. I exhibited them 
freely at San Francisco, and on the 
train to Los Angeles, and in Los An­
geles, at the 'El Tovar' (Grand Canyon 
of Arizona), Colorado Springs, Denver, 
Omaha, Neb., Chicago, and on the 
trains to New York. I then put them 
on exhibition in your brother's drugstore 
window; at Dover, N. J., and they were 
pronounced the best ever seen. 

"After our travel of over 7,000 miles, 
and having been through what is called 
the garden spots of the world, we still 
retain our enthusiasm for Lewiston Or­
chards, as a model, home-building com­
munity, as well as the finest commercial 
proposition, and, when arrangements can 
be made at the o!d homestead, we expect 
to be permanent residents of Lewiston 
Orchards." 

About twenty-five were present and a 
very pleasant evening was spent, with' 
games, dancing, music and refresh­
ments as features of entertainment. 

The season for white-tail deer and 
elk opens in the different counties Sept. 
1 to 20, and continues for 60 days. 

CHURCH ACTIVITIES. 
(Continued from page 2) 

Orchards people in general, regardless 
of other church affiliations. More than 
fifty men and women joined in the work. 
The women served a lunch at noon to all 
the workers. Much was accomp~ished 
during the day, including the building of 
a horse shed for seven teams, the laying 
of a stone walk, clearing and cleaning 
of grounds, moving of fence, water pipe 
laid to the kitchen, four large dining ta­
bles built, a large work table and drain 
built in the kitchen, coal bin and wood­
bouse built, kindling wood cut and 
stored, £1oors and windows cleaned and 
new lamps hung. 

On Sunday evening, Nov. 24, a very 
pleasing Thanksgiving service was given 
by the Sunday school, with songs, reci­
tations, addresses and other features. 
There was a large attendance. 



.. 

LEWISTON ORCHARDS LIFF 5 

An Example of Convenient Flume Irrigation of Orchard 
The accompanying cut shows the man­

ner of irrigating a five-year-old orchard, 
Lot 8, Block 11, by means of a 6x7-inch 
flume, which was placed along the south 
side of the lot for the distribution of 
the water. In this case the land slopes 
northward and the furrows were run 
north and south, three to the apple tree 
row. 

A small stream of water was turned 
into each ditch and after seeing that it 
was running properly no furt)1er atten­
tion was necessary except to inspect the 
flume every day or so in order that none 
of the holes became plugged up. 

Running the ditches, laying the flume 
and turning on the water was all done 
i.n one day by a man with a team. 

IMPORTANT WORK 
Lewiston Orchards Assembly is a rep­

resentative community organization and, 
as such has an important work before : .. 
Lewiston Orchards is known to repre­
sent the beginning of an ideal social 
community, as well as a model orchard 
district. It stands not only for its own 
interests but for the interests of other 
communities that may be watching and 
waiting to profit by its course. 

The best talent and energies of the 
community should find expression 
through the Assembly. The directing 
forces of this body have a responsibility 
for the general welfare in many ways. 
The appearance of streets and grounds, 
the permanent improvement of the high­
ways of the Orchards district, the estab­
lishment of parks, and playgrounds, the 
systematic planting of ornamental trees 
and many other things pertaining to the 
material welfare of all orchard residents 
are within the scope of the Assembly's 
duties. The public relations of the As­
sembly will take it into contact with 
city, county, school and legislative au­
thorities, and its influence in all of these 
relations must be for the best interests 
of the community. 

Either directly or through suitable 
auxiliary bodies that may be formed, 
the social, moral and intellectual welfare 
of the orchardists may be advanced by 
the Assembly. In all of these things it 
should be a leader and a progressive 
one. It is not enough to follow the de­
mands of current public sentiment. 
Progressive movements must be initi­
ated to meet the needs of the develop-

"SXAl\IPLE OF COXVEXIENT FLUl\IE IH RlGATl ON OF ORCHARD 

ing community. The Assemb:y has 
thus a responsibility not often borne by 
such a body. 

ENCOURAGE THE BOYS 
The boys in the home orchard should 

be the orchardists of the future. Their 
boyhood should be an apprenticeship 
and preparation for later duties of or­
chard life. To make effecfive this early 
training, it should be along lines of per­
sonal inclination. The boys should be 
shown the advantages and pleasures of 
orchard life. Such knowledge most 
readily comes from an intimate acquaint­
ance with the principles of orchard de­
velopment. 

The boys will become most readi'y 
interested by having a part in both the 
work and the returns. A certain com­
pensation for work well done or a cer­
tain share of the crop proceeds of their 
labor will proYe an effective incentive 
to earnest effort. The boys may be 
given a tree or a plot of ground or a cer­
tain portion of the field or garden to 
call their own for productive purposes. 

To learn to do by doing is an all-im­
portant consideration in the education 
of boys in the orchard as in other indus­
tries. The boys' and girls' agricultural 
clubs are doing a good work in this line. 
They learn to love the work by under­
standing it. They get an insight into 
one of the noblest, healthiest and happi-

est occupations that can claim the atten~ 
ti< n of man. 

Up to Dec. 1, the Lewiston Orchards 
Association had scld nearly 200 boxes of 
apples or about one-thi rd of those on 
hand in the packing house. The re­
mainder are now being packed and sold. 
If the weather should become too severe, 
the apples will probably be put into cold 
storage. Prices received have thus far 
ranged above the general market price. 
The sa'es have been chiefly in t!1e local 
market. aside from express orders from 
many distant parts of the country. 

R. E. Slagle, of Weiser, Idaho, and 
R. E. McBratnev. a member of the 
Lewiston State Kormal School board, 
visited the Orchards Nov. 25. 

"V\Tord has been received from rela­
tives of \V. F. Acteson, of Carrollton, 
\Vash., that :\1r. Acteson died several 
weeks since at that place, but full parti­
\\'el.'ks since at that place. ). I r Acteson 
spent several wel.'ks here in July. Yisiting 
his tract in the Orchards. 

The Boys and Girls Agricultural Club 
meets regularly each month in the base-­
ment of the church for practical de:-non~ 
stration work, under Professors Thorn­
ber and Cole. At the meeting Dec. 7, 
the subject considered was "Propagation 
of Plants by Means of Cuttings." 

J. E. Butler and family are spending 
the winter at Fowler, California. 
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An Ideal Orchard Home in Lewiston Orchards 

W HY a house out of doors, or a 
large area of "out-o' -doors" in­

corporated into a house that has been ap­
propriately named "An Ideal Orchard 
Home"? 

Accompanying this sketch is an out­
line of a home about to be erected, by 
the writer, in "Lewiston Orchards." 

A glance at the drawing and the floor 
arrangement interests you at once, be­
cause, though the structure at first 

I~ 

glance seems to cover much ground, and 
really does, close inspection reveals many 
and varied areas of "out-of-doors" 
which are merely framed into the pic­
ture and are really not house at all but 
"ozone-retorts" where the ever chang­
ing air carries its vitalizing, nerve quiet­
ing sleep producing enchantment. 

Note this fact that "every little bed­
room boasts a porchlet all its own." 
each of these sleeping porches screened 
against insect intruders. Note also the 
generous provision in way of closets or 

By Arthur F. Lewis 

wardrobe rooms, and each of these, as 
far as possible, with its little window. 
This window feature is partially a deli­
cate attention to the moth, that loves not 
sunshine and fresh air. 

Note also the compact shape of this 
house. The heating plant will be in the 
exact center, as near as may be, with the 
hot air flues arranged about it like 
short spokes in a wheel, the furnace the 
hub, every pipe pulling alike in perfect 

_,. I 
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balance, absolutely the way to greatest 
efficiency. Plumbing plant also central­
ized. 

A broad porch at the front and ad­
joining that an extension to the dining 
room, for summer use, serve as added 
testimony to a love of the life in the open 
where the sweet, clean air circulates 
freely about on its invigorating and 
health giving mission. 

Note the kitchen with its generous 
array of cupboards and built in conve­
niences, and then note the lowly kitchen 

sink, not tucked away in some dark cor­
ncr, to be "choked with poisonous 
gases," but out in the light and from 
this window the beautiful, timber-clad 
and snow-crested Craig mountains al­
ways in view. And, beside this same 
window, the work table, where the 
"dough-gods" and "Boston-best" are 
started on their palate tickling tour. 
Don't you think some cheer is mingled 
with "eats" done in such environment? 

Life in the open is again emphasized 
in the generous living room with its open 
fire, and then, a part and yet not apart, 
the screened porch separated only by 
glass doors and really of the living room, 
and, as in this climate, we live mostly 
in the open, except in winter, these doors 
will rarely close. 

This ideal orchard home is roomy but 
not to0 large, the exterior plain but not 
severe, and, in the interior, the same 
scheme of simplicity, good cheer, com­
fort and convenience. 

Then why so much devotion to the 
open air? The only absolutely convinc­
ing answer to that conundrum lies in 
personal demonstration. To my idea 
the ideal spot for such demonstration is 
ri~ht here in Lewiston Orchards where 
there is so much of sunshine and where 
pure air, pure water and beautiful 
~cenes abound, and where, with all these 
inspiring things of nature, you also have 
the inspiration of work in a most agree­
able and profitable occupation, the busi­
ness of "manufacturing <>pples." 

l\1r. W. S. Berdan, of New York City, 
western manager of the North British 
?lfercanti1e Fire Insurance Company, is 
an owner of 32 1-2 acres in Lewiston 
Orchards, and, with his friends anrl as­
sociates, controls nearly 200 acres in the 
district. He has recently stated that 
when he quits his present strenuous 
work his business in life. outside of rest­
ing, is going to be growing and selling 
of apples, and that such being the case 
he would naturally not consider settling 
down on anything that is not first-class 
and high-grade. 

SCHOOL OF HORTICULTURE. 

Orchardists should get ready to attend 
the Lewiston-Clarkston School of Hor­
ticulture which will be in session from 
Jan. 6 to Feb. 13, 1913. 
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The Trellising and Pruning of the Loganberry 

T 1-~_ER~ are quite a few of us in the 
'Lew1ston Orchards" that grow 

the Loganberry. This may seem rather 
unusual, as many seem to think that this 
fruit can be grown successfully only on 
the Western Coast; however, it has been 
grown here for several years with good 
results. 

Some of our growers try to practice 
blackberry and raspberry methods of 
training and pruning on the Logan, but 
this is a mistake. The plants should 
be set in squares 8x8 feet. Two rows 
of berries per apple tree middle, where 
the fruit trees are set 30 feet apart, •s 
sufficient. It is not necessary to trellis 
the first year. The vines are allowed to 
grow flat on the ground, and when they 
get in the way of the cultivator the canes 
are laid in so as to form a row the way 
the trellis is to run. 

Where the Logan is grown as an 
inter-crop it is not necessary to put up 
a very expensive trellis, There are two 
methods in use here, the two wire trellis 
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By C. A. Cole, Horticulturist 

and the stake systems. In the first, 
good strong posts are put in at the ends 
and well braced. It is here that the 
greatest strain has to be meL The re­
mainder of the posts are set in 24 feet 
apart. Two wires are stretched on the 
posts, one 2 1-2 feet above the ground 
and the other at the top. In fastening 
the wires we do not drive the staples up 
tight except on the end posts. There 
is enough play left to allow the wires 
to be tightened every spring by just tack­
ing them loose at one end. A height of 
five feet is sufficient for the trellis. 

The other system for trellising is to 
simply drive two five-foot stakes, one on 
each side of the vine, four feet apart. 
A small strip is nailed to the top, or a 
piece of bailing does just as well. This 
method allows the plants to be cultivat­
ed in both directions. 

There are several methods used in 
training the vines on the trellis. One 
that gives good satisfaction is the fan 
system. In this the canes are spread 

~~" \1.. 13 

out fan shaped on the trellis to a dis­
tance of four feet on each side of the 
wires. Another good system is where 
all the canes are brought up to the top 
of the trellis then run along the top wire 
in one direction, and allowed to come 
within a foot of the next plant where 
the tips are cut oft Where the stakes 
are used the canes are brought up over 
the strip and allowed to fall to within 
a foot of the ground on the other side, 
then are topped off. About 8 to 10 
canes per hill are grown. The soil is 
sufficiently fertile to give good results 
with this number. 

The pruning of the Logan is very sim­
ple. All that is necessary is to remove 
the old canes that have fruited, thin out 
to the proper number of new fruiting 
canes per hill and top back The only 
time for doing this pruning and tying 
up is in the Spring. It is not advisable 
to do Summer or Fall pruning, The 
new shoots are not pruned, but are al­
lcwed to grow on the ground. When 
they get in the way of the cultivator the 
grower pushes them in under the trellis 
and sticks a small peg in the ground to 
hold them in place. These canes are 
allowed to remain in this position until 
the Spring pruning. They are much 
better protected from the cold here than 
on the trellis. 

AXCIE~T CAROL TO APPLE 
TREK 

0 apple tree, I wassail thee 
J n hopes thou wilt blow 
To blow and bear well. 
So merry Jet us be; 
For .the Lord doth knO\\' "·here we 

shall be 
To be merry another year. 

The old custom of toasting the apple 
trees has been observed in remote par­
ishes in Devon and Somerset. After a 
meal at the farmhouse processions were 
made to the nearest orchards, the far­
mer leading the way with a light, and 
the men following, carrying all sorts of 
firearms. Arrived at the orchard, the 
party formed in a ring, while the farmer 
seized the branch of a tree and sang 
the above lines. 

The Northwest Livestock Show at 
Lewiston, Dec. 9 to 13, promises to 
bring 10,000 visitors here and everyone 
will want to see Lewiston Orchards. 
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llorticultural Future of the Pacific Northwest 
By W. S. Thornber, Director of the Lew.ston·Clarkston School of Horticulture 

T HE mere growing of trees and 
fruit is but a small part of the 

great horticultural industry of the Pa­
cific Northwest of today. Proper meth­
ods of pruning, tillage, irrigating, com­
bating of pests and grading and packing 
the fruit have each occupied the entire 
attention of the growers for a period, 
but each has been carefully and satis­
factorily solved, until today there ap­
pears to be but one great problem left 
for the g rowers to solve, and that is the 
proper distribution and satisfactory mar­
keting of the crop. To certain pessi­
mistic growers this is the unsurmount­
able stonewall o f the industry. To them 
it is "thus far and no farther" while to 
others (who are probably over-optimis­
tic) there are many ways out. They 
see the coming of the cannery, the dryer, 
the vinegar works, the jelly and jam 
factory and one knows not what all, as 
the solution of the problem. While oth­
ers see more railroads, the opening of 
the Panama canal, cheape1· freight rates 
and wider markets as the only panacea 
for all our ills. Just recently I heard 
and saw a very capable office man, who 
did not know the difference between an 
apple tree and maple tree, figure out 
that in five years it would require three 
hundred days annually for the Northern 
Pacific Railroad Company to haul the 
fruit from their territory alone, allow­
ing a train of forty cars every thirty 
minutes day and night. Figures of this 
kind always remind me of the old col­
lege mathematician who decided to give 
up teaching and go to raising chickens 
for a living. He estimated that each 
hen would lay 200 eggs per year and 
that they would all hatch and that not 
more than half would be roosters, and 
that it would be easy to accumulate 
ninety-six million dollars' worth of 
poultry in four generations. T~ t~e 
average mind one of these stones iS 
as nearly accurate as the other. If na­
ture played no part in the natural laws 
of the universe, then it might be that the 
railroad would have just such a problem 
to handle; however, the facts of the case 
arc less than 35 per cent of all fruit 
tre~s planted ever reach full bearing age 
and less than 60 per cent of our com­
mercial varieties of fruits bear full crops 
the same year, so the chances of a full 
crop in five years on even thirty-five per 

cent of any number of large areas that 
may be now planted is very remote. 
However, these arguments do not change 
the case. The orchards of the Pacific 
Northwest are just beginning to come 
into bearing and they will continue to 
increase in productivity without further 
planting for the next twelve or fifteen 
years and so it certainly behooves the 
growers to seriously and carefu!ly con­
sider the whole phase of disposition of 
the crops. 

If the industry is to remain profitable 
then at least 50 per cent of the crop 
must be marketed as Fancy or Extra 
Fancy box apples and the balance of the 
crop utilized in the by-product factories. 
The profitable returns must come from 
the Fancy grades rather than from the 
by-products. No greater profits can be 
made here in the West from the by­
products than is made in the East for 
the same grades of fruit. The fruit 
growers of the 'vVest must not be satis­
fied in putting 95 per cent to 100 per 
cent of their crop through the evapora­
tors, canneries, cider and vinegar facto­
ries and jelly works. These institutions 
while very important in a fruit district 
can only be of secondary consideration 
and must be available only for g rades of 
fruit that are not marketable at a profit 
in the fresh stage. The district associa­
tion or individual expecting to find fruit 
growing profitable for the so-called ~y­
products alone is surely doomed to dis­
appointment, but the district, association, 
or individual preparing to market from 
fifty to sixty per cent of the crop in 
Fancy and Extra Fancy grades of box 
apples and the balance through b~­
product factories is sure to find frUlt 
growing a very profitable industry here 
in the \Vest. Just as the successful corn 
grower realizes that he must harvest his 
corn fodder and work the stalks, leaves 
ancl husks up in the ensilage or stover, 
to get more than sixty per cent of his 
crop. so must the fruit grower make use 
of all grades of fruit to the best advan­
ta<Ye to be eminently successful. ,., 

The ideal plan would be of course to 
raise nothing hut Extra Fancy box ap­
ples, but this is impossible even in t~e 
most favored districts and while 
improved methods in orchard manage­
ment can eliminate a large percentage of 

the lower grades there will always be a 
sufficient quantity which if properly 
handled to almost if not wholly pay the 
operating expenses of the orchard. 

I believe the final solution of the mar­
keting of the crop of the West will re­
solve itself into the following phases : 
Extra Fancy grades will be carefully 
packed in boxes and cartons-the sec­
ond grades of perfect fruit only will be 
marketed in barrels. While the third 
grade will be marketed in bulk just as 
long as it is profitable to do so and then 
the by-product factories will play their 
part and a very important one it will be 
every season, but especially during extra 
fruitful years all over the United States. 

The great Ia w of ":!\' atural selection" 
or "Survival of the fittest" will operate 
very rapidly during the next seven or 
eight years among the individuals and 
fruit districts of the Pacific I\' orthwest 
and the individuals who have not plant­
ed wisely or do not handle their orchards 
in the most approved manner like the 
districts unable to produce at least 
twenty-five per cent of the best grades 
of fruit, will find it profitable to 
pursue other lines of agricultural work. 
This process, like th~ working out of all 
the great laws of nature, will be gradual 
and many growers will unconsciously 
turn to lines more profitable. Only as 
it affects whole districts will the change 
be felt and then only in proportion, as 
the individuals resent the inevitable. All 
thinking men realize that acres and acres 
of land have been planted to trees that 
should never have been planted, and that 
as a result of this unwise planting the 
acreage of the Northwest will decrease 
rather than increase during the next five 
to seven years. 

There is a wide divergence of opinion 
as to the best method of placing the 
crop upon the market. The individual 
shipper's plan was tried; it failed miser­
ably, because the grading, packing and 
distribution was poor. The association 
and union plan worked fairly well until 
the output became so large that it be­
came a question of association against 
association, and district against district, 
each trying to undersell the other, and 
not infrequently districts, and for that 
matter individuals, fruit competing 
against itself. 
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The fruit selling problem is now 
being considered by the keenest minds in 
the Pacific I\orthwest and as a result of 
this study a satisfactory solution is sure 
to be developed for all districts joining 
in the problem of marketing. The busi­
ness men of Spokane have invited the 
growers of the Northwest to convene 
with them December 16 to formulate 
plans for the marketing of future crops. 
This will be an important meeting and 
our district should be represented. The 
business men can help in the solving of 
the problem but the growers must do 
their part or another year will find us 
just where we are now. 

R. S. THAIN IS DEAD 
Richard S. Thain, one of Oak Park'; 

distinguished citizens and a veteran of 
the civil war, died on Monday night 
after an illiness of several weeks. Until 
a few weeks ago he was in active busi­
ness and had been successful in estab­
lishing an Oak Park colony at Lewis­
ton. Idaho, known as Lewiston Orch­
ards. He expected to go to Lewiston 
and to end his days there, but illness 
came upon him. The funeral was held 
from his residence, 210 Home, at 2 
o'clock on Friday afternoon. The sim­
ple ritual of the Grand Army of the 
Republic was conducted by the com­
mander, Rev. Wiley Taylor, and the 
chaplain, Rev. Charles M. Morton, who 
added a simple and affectionate tribute 
to the memory of his friend of forty 
years. Mrs. Clarence S. Pellet sang 
hymns which he had loved. The pall­
bearers were officers of the First Con­
gregational church. Phil Sheridan post 
formed a guard of honor. 

The service was 'conducted by Dr. 
Barton, who spoke as follows 

"On the night of June 12 the steam­
boat Samson was storm-tossed on Lake 
1fichigan, but weathered the gale, in 
which a number of other vessels went 
down. vVhen the steamer arrived in 
port, the captain, Richard Robinson, an­
nounced with satisfaction that no Jives 
had been lost on board his boat, but that 
one had been added to the list of pas­
sengers. 

"In honor of the captain and the boat, 
they named the storm-born · baby Rich­
ard Sampson Thain. Tho born to earth 
in a storm, he lived a sunny life, serene 
and radiant to its very sunset. 

"The lad grew up at Milburn, Ill., 
where his parents were of the sturdy 
and God-fearing Scotch people who 

made up a considerable part of the com­
munity. 

"On September 3, 1862, less than three 
months after his seventeenth birthday, 
he enlisted in the Ninety-sixth Illinois 
infantry, and was with his regiment in 
twenty of its twenty-one battles, being 
twice wounded, and he served till his 
discharge in July, 1865. 

"Brought up in a Christian home, he 
early gave attention to religion, but his 
conversion occurred while his regiment 
was at Blue Springs, Tenn., during some 
special services held by the Christian 
commission, in the nearby town of 
Cleveland, Tenn. Some years after­
ward he was boarding in the home of 
D. L. Moody, and the two learned to 
their great mutual satisfaction that the 
man who was preaching that night was 
none other than Mr. Moody himself. 

"Mr. thain has lived in Oak Park for 
more than thirty years. His member­
ship in the First Congregational church 
began September 3, 1882, just twenty 
years after his enlistment in the army. 
He was a deacon at the time of his 
death and was loved and highly esteemed 
by all his fellow members. One of his 
last letters was one full of affection and 
Christian faith, which he sent to his as­
sociates on the board of deacons less 
than two weeks ago. 

"He was a lover of song, a cheerful, 
affectionate, true-hearted man. His sick­
ness did not take away his sunny dis­
position, nor did the approach of death 
in any wise diminish his serene faith. 
Several weeks ago he said to me, 'I 
think I am a little stronger; but if 1 am 
not to recover, it's all right; it's all 
right.' A few days ago when I visited 
him, he was eager to talk over the ser­
mon of the previous Sunday, of which 
he had heard from members of his fam­
ily, and he joined in prayer with hearty 
and grateful participation. 

'He had been able to gather his chil­
dren home not long before his death, 
and a few days ago his brother, Rev. A. 
R. Thain, visited him for the last time. 
They have been not only brothers, but 
comrades in the army, ar.d more than 
ordinarily intimate, even for brothers. 
Together they prayed, and Mr. Thain 
asked for a hymn which had come to 
him with new meaning in these weeks, 
'Calm me, 0 God, and keep my calm.' 
The prayer of that hymn was answered. 
His life went out with a smile. The 
storm in which it began heard the word 
of the Master, and he entered into the 
harbor in a deep and beautiful calm." 
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The surviving members of his family 
are :\frs. Thain, four daughters, Mrs. J . 
R. Effinger, Mrs. A. l\1. Raymond, Mrs. 
Lane Summers, l\Iiss Mable A. Thain, 
one son R. J. Thain, and six grand­
children-Oak Leaves, Oak Park, Ill., 
Saturday, Nov. 30, 1912. 

The first residence to be built in the 
vineyard portion of the Orchards is that 
of Mr. R. S. Erb, of the Erb Hardware 
Co. The design is of an original bun­
galow type, by R. S. Loring, and 
Messrs. Mace and Henderson, of the 
Orchards, are doing the \\·ork of con­
struction. The house will be of com­
modious character and will command 
a magnificent view overlooking Lewis­
ton-Clarkston and the Snake and Clear­
water rivers. 

A \Visconsin woman writes to a 
friend in the Orchards as fol'ows: "vVe 
read all the Lewiston Orchards news in 
the Life and weekly paper. It reads as 
if you do have lively times out there, 
and I can't help wishing we could enjoy 
them, too, but we haven't money enough 
to think of it yet." 

Frederick A. Baker, Special Agent 
U. S. Indian Service, Washington, 
D. C., was here Dec. 2. 1fr. Baker's 
present work is near Ft. Du Chesne, 
1Jtah, at the Uintah and Urah Agency. 

J. E. Butler's display from Lewiston 
Orchards at the Pacific I\ orthwest Land 
and Products Show at Portland, Ore­
gon, last month, attracted much favor­
able attention. In the plate display of 
apples, it won three first premiums and 
seven seconds; also a second premium 
on nut display and second on pear dis­
play. 

:\fovcments are now under w::ty to or­
ganize several new departments of work 
in connection with the Assembly. includ­
ing scctiom; for special horticultural in­
,·cstigation. li terary development and so­
cial actiYities. The Assembly. as a rep­
resentative community body. proposes to 
usc its influence in the promotion of all 
movements which are for the general 
intcre!it of the community, and to give 
such movements a guiding force in the 
right direction. 

Read the !iecond . \nnual Announce­
ment of the Lewiston-Clarkston School 
of Horticulture carefully, then hand or 
mail it to some rne whom you know to 
he intcrcst('d in Orcharding or Horti­
cultural Instruction. 
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Correspondence Course, Lewiston-Clarkston School of Horticulture 
By Professor \\'. S. Thornber 

(The qu estions to Assignment No. 1 can 
be had by writing to the Lewiston-Clark­
ston School of H orticulture, Lewiston, 
Idaho.) 

GENERAL FRUIT GROWING 

Assignment Number Two. 
READ: 

Chapters Three, F'c.ur, Five and Six of 
"How to Make a Fruit Garden." 

Chapter Five, "Principles of Fruit Grow-
ing." · 

STUDY THE FOLLOWING FACTORS: 

1. Units necessary, of a good home or­
chard variety. 

2. "Cn1t s n ecessary, of a good commer­
cial orcharu variety. 

3. Kinds and varieties you would like 
grow. 

4. \Yatch the following varieties in 
commerce: 

a. APlHes- Spitzenberg, Yellow New­
town, Jonathan, Rome Beauty, 
"\Vincsup Grimes Golden, \Vinter 
Banana · Arl,ansas Black, "\Vhite 
\\"inter 'pearmain, Delicious, Blacl{ 
Ben Davis. 

b. Pea rs- Bartlett, Anjou, Cornice, 
Bose, and Winte r Nelis. 

c. Peaches-Elberta, Crawford, Fos­
ter, Salway, Triumph and Malta. 

5. The ideal tree to plant in the orchard. 
6. Plans that may be used with filler 

trees and those that cannot. 
7. Especially notice Hexagonal and 

vYellhouse plans. 

ORCHARD PESTS. 
Assignment Number Two. 

READ: 

Chapter V, "Economic Entomology." 
Pages 69 to 116, "Diseases of Economic 

Plants." 

STUDY THE FOLLOWING FACTORS: 

1. Turn to apple insects in the index o! 
"Economic Entomology." 

2. How must each be treated? 
3. Study especially-

a. Apple Scab, Fire or Pear Blight, 
Bitter Rot and Canker. 

b. Codling ·Moth, San Jose Scale, Oy­
ster Shell Scale and Borers. 

TAXES ARE NOW PAYABLE. 

The tax roll for the Orchards is made 
up several months in advance of the time 
for payment and due to changes of ad­
dresses, failure to allow sufil.cient time 
for remittances to travel and like causes, 
many have heretofore inadvertently been 
subjected to the penalty of 10 per cent 
through delinquency; however, it has 
beert the practice of the company to check 
the lists prior to the expiration of the 
payment period and to pay such taxes as 
have not been attended to, rendering bill 
direct to the owner for the amount. 
Even with this arrangement, some confu-

VEGETABLE GARDENING. 

ASSIGNMENT NUMBER TWO. 

READINGS: 

Chapters 4, 5, 6 and 7, "Principles of 
Vegetable Ga rdening," by Bailey. 

Chapters 4, Garden Tillage; 5, Seed Sow­
ing; 6, Transplanting; 7, Farmer's Kitchen 
Garden; 8, Seeds and Seed Growing; 10 
Care of Hot Beds; 11, Injurioos Insects: 
"Vegetable Gardening," by Green. The 
different editions of Vegetable Gardening 
by Green number chapters differently. 
Avoid confusion by reading subjects. 

STUDY THE FOLLOWING FACTORS: 

1. Simple, effective tools, examples­
Acme harrows, spike tooth harrow, 
Planet Jr. drill, float and dibber. 

2. Value of good strong seed. 
3. Methods of double cropping. 
4. Value of irrigation, transplanting, top 

pruning. • 
5. Fungicides and insecticides used in 

the garden. 

LANDSCAPE GARDENING. 

ASSIGNMENT NUMBER TWO. 

READINGS: 

Chapter 9, 10. 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15 
"Landscape Gardening," by Waugh. 

Cha,pter 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 "Land­
scape Gardening as Applied to Home Dec­
orations," by Maynard. 

STUDY THE FOLLOWING FACTORS: 

1. Use of curves in drives and walks. 
2. The possibilities of school yards. 
3. The contours of lawns, grades of 

drives, walks, etc. 
4. How plants are grooped to advan­

tage. 
5. Study the advantages and mistakes 

of old yard plantings. 

IRRIGATION. 

ASSIGNMENT NUMBER TWO. 

READINGS: 

Chapters 12, 13, 14 and 16 "Irrigation 
Farming," by Wilcox. 

sion has ensued and certain of the pay­
ments have been duplicated and this 
year necessitated a change of plan. 

Through the courtesy of W . R. Wyatt, 
County Assessor and Tax Collector, the 
Lewiston Land & Water Company, Lim­
ited, has been enabled to mail out all 
tax notices. The 1912 levy is subject to 
penalty if not paid before the first Mon­
day in January but in order to prevent 
delinquency, remittances must reach the 
Company's office on or before January 
3rd so that payment may be made on 
time. 

Send your checks for taxes to the 

Cha pte rs 8, 10, 11, 12, 13 and 14 "Irriga ­
tion for th e Farm, Garden a nd Orchard," 
b y Stewart. 

STUDY THE FOLLOWING FACTORS: 

1. Irrigation of intercrops like corn, 
potatoes, root crops , beans and a l­
falfa. 

2. The irrigation of all kinds of garden 
crops. 

3. The winter irrigation idea. 
4. Necessity of good drainage. 

SOILS. 

ASSIGNMENT NUMBER TWO. 

READINGS: 

Chapters 10, 11, 12, 13 and 14 "Soils," by 
Fletcher. 

STUiDY THE FOLLOWING FACTORS: 

1. The value of water for irrigation 
purposes when needed. 

2. The system of applying water to the 
land. 

3. The princ~pal plant foods of the soil. 
4. Kinds of plant food available and 

non-available. 
5. M ethods of adding plant food to the 

soil. 
6. Under what conditions can a farmer 

profitably buy commercial tertiU­
zers? 

HARVESTING, MARKETING AND 
STORING. 

ASSIGNMENT NUMBER TWO. 

Part Two, "Pickdng" in "Fruit Harvest­
ing, Storing and Marketing," by Waugh. 

STUDY THE FOLLOWING FACTORS: 

1. W)len are apples and pears ready to 
pick? Ripe? 

2. The method of managing pickers, 
packers, etc. 

3. The requirements of first class 
grades. 

4. The kind of a package. 
5. The attractiveness of the package. 
6. Wrappings, labels and brands. 

Company and receipts from the Tax Col­
lector will be returned promptly as here­
tofore. 

The past month was an ideal N ovem­
ber. The temperature was very even, 
it was dryer than usual, and there were 
many fair days. According to the rec­
ords of Director W. W. Thomas, of the 
government weather bureau at Lewis­
ton, the range of temperature was from 
28 to 60, the mean being 43.1, the high­
est being lower than usual and the low­
est being higher than usual. The total 
precipitation was only .80, which is less 
than the average. 
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Comments on Apples of Quality from Lewiston Orchards 

T o test out the problem of sending 
app:es by mail, in anticipation of 

the advent of the "parcels-post," and 
also to test out the quality o f apples 
grown in "Lewiston Orchards" this sea­
son the writer has, during the past 
month, sent to fr iends in Michigan and 
other points, experimental packages, by 
express and mail. 

After much t rying and tying, I have 
reduced the package to a minimum in 
weight and a maximum in simplicity, 
strength, appearance and utility. 

But what interested me most, in the 
satisfactory results obtained, was the 
universally enthusiastic praise accorded 
to these apples from "Lewiston Or­
chards." 

\Vithout further palaver I will now 
give you the evidence in the language 
of the victims, as follows : 

Hon. Wm. B. Mershon, of Saginaw, 
:.Iichigan, wrote: "This morning I re­
ceived from you a package with two 
Ycry fine Spitzenberg apples, the finest I 
ever saw, and I want to thank you very 
much for sending them. I a~ways con­
sidered the Spitzenberg the best apple 
that was ever grown. \\'hen I was a 
boy, there were two Spitzenberg apple 
trees in our yard. The apples were as 
hard as rocks until the first frost came 
and then they mellowed up and my rec­
ollection is, that in those days we had 
no insect pests to bother them and then~ 
were mighty few wormy apples. We 

I~TERESTING CO:.DIEXT FROM 
I~TERESTED PEOPLE 

No fruit processer in our 100-jar ex­
hibit today attracted more favorable 
comment than the Butler grapes from 
Lewiston Orchards.-C. E. Arney, im­
migration agent for Northern Pacific, at 
:t\orthwest Products Exposition, at Min­
neapolis. 

I was pleased with the continued im­
provement of the Lewiston Orchards 
during the past season. The growth of 
the trees, the size, color and quality of 
the fruit fully justifies the good things 
predicted when I first visited the proj­
ect. The Jonathan, Rome Beauty, Yel­
low 1\' ewtown and Spitzenburg apples 
are as fine as any that I have ever seen, 
and I have visited all the leading apple 
producing sections of the country.-C. 

B~· Ft·ederick Anhur. 

used to carefully pack them and put 
tilem away for winter-thus \\·as my 
taste for the Spitzenberg apple deve.­
oped. These are beautiful specimens, 
they have the old time ~mell, and those 
little specks and the red skin and the yel­
low flesh I know is there and I will tinu 
it, if I conclude to eat these apples, and 
they will remind me of by-gone days. 
I say, if I conclude to eat them, for they 
look too good to be eaten yet awhile." 

Hon. Geo. \V. \Veadock, also of Sagi­
naw, wrote: "A day or two since the 
package came containing a most beauti­
ful Spitzenberg and an equally beauti­
ful Rome Beauty. The two of them 
made dessert for the family, and were 
C:e'icious and enjoyed by all. I sure 
wou ld like to visit the apple orchards of 
Lewiston." 

l\Ir. J . \V. Grant, jeweler, of Saginaw. 
Michigan, wrote: "Your letter came a 
few days ago and later the three apples 
and they are beautiful fruit. :.Irs. 
Grant and I ate one and will put the two 
in the show window with a card indicat­
ing where they are grown. I hope to 
get a small spot of ground out there 
soon. 

., 

:\Ir. Edward \\' . Glynn, cashier of the 
Second i\ational Dank. of Saginaw. 
:Michigan, wrote: '':\Ir. Copeland de­
livered to me on \ V ednesda y the Rome 
Beauties and I found them delicious, 
and thank you for remembering me ~o 

L. Smith, agricultural agent of 0.-\Y. 
R. & N. 

?\either Italy nor France can com­
pare with Idaho as a health resort. Sta· 
tistics of mortality collected by the U nit­
ed States census bureau show it is the 
healthiest state in the Gnion, its mortal­
ity being rated by the bureau at 0.33. 
while that of Colorado is 0.94, Califor­
nia 1.61, Oregon 0.69, Utah 1.03, and 
Florida 1.21.-Chicago Tribune, Nov. 
3. 1912. 

I was in Lewiston Orchards a month 
a~o. when the peaches were ripening 
and the fruit generally was developing. 
They are certainly raising a vast amount 
of fruit there, and are destined in the: 
ncar future to raise vastly more. But 
that is not all. Vegetables of every kind 
kind grow there as I have neyer seen 

kindly. Certainly your country pro­
dnces fine fruit." 

:\lr. Frank A. Booth, :\Ianager of the 
Hotel Fordney, at Saginaw, :\Iichigan. 
wrote: '"Your beautiful box of apples 
arrived at the Fordney yesterday, and 
we all think it very kind and thoughtful 
of you to remember the Fordney. I am 
going to serve every one of these fine 
apples in the cafe and give them to the 
right people with your compliments, 
from the famous 'Lewiston Orchards.' " 

:\Ir. F. Bruse Smith, of Saginaw, 
:\Iichigan, wrote: ":.Irs. Smith ate two 
Lewiston apples baked, last week, called 
them good, better than :.fichigan: sent 
her thanks to a neighbor, but remem­
bered you had Saginaw friends in mind 
when you shipped them." 

:\Iiss Frances G. Lewis .. of La Jolla, 
California, \\TOte: "Gncle Henry came 
down this morning bringing our fir~t 

installment of Rome Beauties and Jona­
thans. and beauties they are. Mother 
has been !onging for them and has just 
fini~hecl eating one. Apples are deli­
cious-just sampled one.'' 

:.Irs. \ \ "m. Kosanke. of Seattle, \Vash­
ington. wrote: ":\Iany. many thanks 
for the apples. they were delicious." 

I a'>sume that testimony like this, com­
in~ from reputable people. and particu­
larly that from residents of :\Iichigan, 
'"the old apple state.' " "·ill be as enter­
taining to your readers as it was to the 
writer. 

them grow elsewhere. It is a paradise, 
made ~o by cultivation and irrigation. 
The people living there are intelligent 
and desirable neighbors. If they can 
get good markets for their crops, I see 
no reason why it will not be a most de­
<.irable place to live. Those who wish 
a semi-genteel occupation in the open 
air of a delightful climate I think will 
find what they \Yant in the Lewiston 
Orchards.- Rev. August F . Bruske, 
Holland. 11ich. 

One of the features proposed for the 
Lewiston-Celilo Panama Canal celebra­
t;nn at Lewiston in 1915 is an aeroplane 
flight from Lewiston to San Diego, 
C~lifornia. Another associated event 
proposed is the meeting here of the Na­
tional Rivers and Harbors Congress. 
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The Jonathan, a Favorite Early Winter Apple 
The Jonathan apple is proYing to be 

the best all around variety as a i\ ovem­
ber fruit for the Lewiston Orchards dis­
trict. Specimens grown there this year 

at this age, however, this year have 
yielded from one to three boxes each. 

The branching is quite different from 
other varieties; where the main branches 

A Typical Jonathan APPlE' T r,•f', S .x Y cars Old, Lewisto,l Orchards 

are of good size, typical shape, exce,)­
tionally well colored and possess th·1t 
crisp tender, juicy flesh and excellent 
flavor not always found in the Jonathall 
o f the West. 

In the accompanying cut is a Jonathan 
apple tree in its s ixth year 's g rowth. 
Such trees may be relied upon for fruits 

leave the trunk, there is a shoulder ·Jr 
collar which serves to increa!'e strength. 
The Jonathan is a free pol' enizer and 
five acres planted solidly would comprise 
a satisfactory orchard arrangement but 
of course would lack the commercial ad­
vantages which art> so wisely provided 
under t'he plan in the O rchards, where 

several standard varieties are regularly 
set out. vVith permanent and filler or­
chard trees 30 feet apart, square method, 
nearly 450 Jonathans can be placed on 
a five acre lot. Under proper handling 
such an orchard should produce about 
32,850 boxes from the sixth to the thir­
teenth year, this being equivalent ro 
more than SO cars of fruit. 

The Grimes Golden is an equally de­
sirable variety for November use hav­
ing the crispness of flesh and delicious­
ness of flavor and has also the added 
advantage of a longer marketing period, 
frequently keeping well until March, 
whereas the Jonathan should be out of 
the way by Christmas at the latest. 

The orchardist who takes pride in 
raising high type varieties like these 
cannot do otherwise than look upon the 
£:at and tasteless fruit, such as the Ben 
Davis, regularly offered to the traveling 
public on trains, which, like Hodge'.> 
Razors, a re "grown to sell" with a Jack 
of interest. Such lower g rade varieties 
are profitable because of their heavy 
yield and indestructible character. but 
it is a fair statement to say t hat the sale 
of fruit will increase ten-fold when such 
delicious varieties as the ones above 
mentioned are offered generally to the 
public at reasonable prices. 

CORRECTIONS TO OUR NOVE:\1-
BER NUMBER. 

Page 5, Paragraph 5: "Eastern and 
\\'estern Fruit Growin~ Compared." 
Fifth, The disadvantage of orchards 
being surrounded by broad leaved forest 
trees cannot be compared with the ab­
sence of those forest trees in the West, 
or the presence of the Evergreen trees 
in general. The broad leaves are seri­
ous harborers of many orchard enemies 
while the Evergreen trees harbor few 
or none of these pests. 

Page 12, "Home Happenings." Cen­
ter column_, last paragraph , should be:­
the following formula. Ten gallons of 
·.vhitewash. six pounds of sulphur, one 
pound whale oil soap, and one pint of 
creosote. 

Orchardists who have dairy cows 
find the fine fall crop of "El Filiria" a 
splendid pasture, and little other feed is 
needed. At the opening of December, 
the g rowth of this succulent plant is as 
luxurious as at any time of the year. 

\ 
---~~ 
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