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Civil War letters given to library

MOSCOW — A collection of 44
Civil War letters found in “The
Paddock House” at Farmington,
Wash., in 1978 was recently given
to the University of Idaho Lib-
rary.

The letters, found by Jerry and
Chrys VanDalsen, were written
by Raycide Mosher, an unedu-
cated farmboy, to his parents,
brothers; and sisters in Albion,
Mich. They date from Jan. 15,
1864 to Aug. 18, 1865, and tell of
his ill health, food, living condi-
tions, and military experiences
during this period. While not im-
portant from the historical stand-
point, they are interesting and
provide insights into the every-

any Moshers in the Farmington
area, and letters inquiring about
the Mosher family sent by the
University of Idaho Special Col-
lections Library to Albion also
have proved fruitless.

Due to the fragile condition of
the original letters, typescripts
have been made. These are avail-
able to students, faculty and the
general public through the De-
partment of Special Collections,
located on the ground floor of the
library. The department is open
from 8 a.m. to § p.m. Monday
through Friday.

Persons wishing more in-
formation about the letters or

who have information about the
Mosher family can contact the Ul
Library.

day life of the common soldier.
The VanDalsens were unsuc-
cessful in their attempt to trace

Civil War soldier’s letters donated to Ul

er's ill health, living conditions
and military experiences during
that time. While not important
from the historical standpoint,
they offer insights into the every-
day life of common soldiers.

No trace of Mosher’s descen-
dants in either Farmington or Al-
bion has been uncovered.

Raycide Mosher apparently

\ didn’t have any better time in the

Union Army than soldiersin
World War 11, Korea or Vietnam.

A collection of 44 Civil War let-
ters from Mosher to his parents,
brothers and sisters in Albion,
Mich., has been given to the Uni-
M\ versity of Idaho Library by Jerry
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