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TWENTY YEARS IN POTLATCH, IDAHO 1931 - - 1951

My two oldest children and I were in my former home, Spooner, Wisconsin visiting my
szronts when my husband Jim O'Connel czlled to say were werae moving to Potlatch, Idaho.

we had 1ived in Coeur d‘'Alene for nine wondertul years. We had made many friends and
anyone whe has 1lived in beautiful Coeur d'Alene would hate to leave it. But we were in the
midst of the uecression and ry husband was to be the office manager of Potlatch Lumber
Company - - a step up trom woods auditor.

Jim said he had been to Potlatch and we had a very nice house and his salary was more,
probsbly $25 or $50 more. That was the way things ioved in 1931. How we managaed on $250
a2 montk I'n sure I don't know. But we vere a happv family and all our f-iends were in
tho same financlal situation.

I left Wisconsin and my parenis to return home by train to Spokane. Our house was sold
and ve wrove to Potlatch, a nice Jittlk town surrounded by hills and forests.
¥r. Laird, who had been manager there for 25 years had died and Mr. Iriin replaced him,

After 9 months Mr. Ir¥fin was transferred to New Jerssy and my husband vas nade manager.

We moved into the home built for ths ranager's farily 20 years bsfore, & vsry comfortable
and lovely housa, 1 well remember how my live-in mal. and I would move oreakables on Dan's
wagen ezch day. The house had 75 built-in drawers and innumersbtle cupboaras.

We hal our clotheg in the closets and drawers and cupboards fillsd. One evening four
men carried ny grand plzns douwn the street, ( a bicck sway). ¥y hustand had wooden horses
placed ialong tc rsst the men carrying the planc. Cne was a planist (John Wagner). When they
stoppec, hs played a tune, right out ia the roa:,

The day the furniturs was moved by truck all could be plared and we were at homs, all
settled., Thils impressed me as a perfect move, never to be repeited.

My hustand had 3 companty s2r ac well gzs ouriown cir in 3 slgam haatsd girdwe. The house
w38 steam heated as well as heating the water tank assuring us constant flow of hot water,
no furnace, the steam from the mill and we had cld fashioned radiators.

I am really getting way ahead of my story. My first impressions were of a very unicue

owne All of tae houses, stores urd property was owned by the Lumber Company, except ths
uhevrolel garage, which was owned by Felix Stapleton. The largest center in town was the
Potlatch Fercantile Company. You could buy anyt-iny you neesded at that store managed v
Bert Ferguson whose szrtorial perfecticn would have beem: expscte’ in a store like Marshall-
Fieids. In fact, he had traveled for darshall-Fields befors he came to Potlatch. Each
department in the store was capably handlec. Mrs. Fredrickson in Resady-to-Wear, Earl Compton
in Hardware, stc. i

My first impression as we cams into Potlatch was .the board sidewalks. I hadn't seen
them since I was a 1little girl in the early 1900's. Then my husband told me the streets
were named after trees, the slogan - Potlatch Lumber Combany ownsg everything. Pine, Larch,
Cedar, Oak, klm and Maple.

Wa lived on Nob Hi1l, a block hiving &4 hiclas of golfl was in the centor, housas surroundin,
it. The 4dnun town wa= in a vallev., You passed the 7111 as vou came into town and then to
the right a two story office building. All downtown was heatsd by steam from the mill,

On the 16ft, a good sized gymasium, turn the cornor to go to the confectionery. Most of the
years we lived there it was owned by two families who were friends of ours, the McMillan's
an’ later the Wardrups, up the hill was the hospital, Lr. Gibson and Dr, Thompson and a few
nurses iana one {loor of rcoms for the ailinz and surgerv.

There were several nice homes further up that street, a brick home whers the Eagons
lived and also a dormitory for Japanese workers. At that time there were about 20 Japanese.
Some lived in that vicinity in small homes. My daughter Pattv, (Mrs. Robert McLaughlin) told
me thev had outdcor toilets and a wagon came at night and emptied the drawers in back of
each outhouss.

Coming back to Hain Street, there were 2 few neat little houses and pretty yards, then
the Library and than the hotel. Across the strest was ths "Potlatch Mercantile®, The second

loor was the Furniture department managed by Joe Cada and a beauty parlor. In the front wers
vwo large apartments. (me of the apartments was at one time rented to the Johnson family, the
father was with the highway dopartment. Their daughter, Rita was studying violin and later

played with svmphonles. Later the Wakeman's moved there from their house on Nob Hill and stil.
later the liegerstons. Matsons moved intoc the wnkeman house and the Hudsons into the Hegerston:

which was next coor to our homs.
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miny women to keep the orders filled among them my friend, Ev. 7obin.

My two children, Patty and Dan were growing up. Patty played the drums in the band.
Dan was in the third grade and in March, 1935 we had a dear little girl, Kathleen, now
Mrs William Kramer who lives in Spokane. In July 1936 we were blessed with a precious litt.
boy, Jerry. Jerry lives in Portland and has two sons to carry on our name. Patty lives in
Mountain Home, Idaho. Her husband is an attormey and one son s precticing with him. Two
other sons, Jim, an architect and John with Ford Motor Company of Seattle. Two daughters,
Mary teaches at the air base school in Mountzin liome and Ann is a senior at University of I

Our oldest daughter Patty went to St. Paul's school in Walla Walla. A lovely year for
Patty, she declded she liked Walla Walla and would like to go to thitman College, which she
attended for two yoars., She than decided to transfer to University of Idaho at Mescow to
be nearer home as I was not too well. In her senior year the war was over in August and shi
met and became engaged to Bob McLaughlin, just returned from the South Pacific as a Captain
They were married in Moscow the day after Patiy graduated from the (niversity and we had the
reception at the Delta Gamma Sorority house. Bob still had college to finish and law schoo:
80 they llved in Moscow for four years in the Beteran's village and then Bob startsd his las
practice in his home town of Mountzin Home, Idaho where they still liwve,

The year before that Dan went to Shattuck School in Faribault, Minnesota for his
Junicr and senior ysars of high school. In fact he graduated on Sunday and ws flew back to
Spokane (my first flight) and attended Patty's graduation on Monday morning and she was
marriasd on Wednesdayv,

Every summer for a number of years there would arrive a number of boys who had
graduated from Eastern colleges to work in the mill and eventually become lumber salesmen.
Somo perhavz went on to be successful in that endeavor but my husband said they did not
know how to work, such as is reguired in a saw mill,

One young man recently married, from Boston, came and his wife followed later. I shall
never forget them as they were really unsuited to the life in a we stern lumber town.

Jack wanted to be a lumber salesman and 1 believe he still is but his wife had the idea

he would be able to accomplish that fest in a matter of a few weeks. My husband gave them
one of the prettiest houses on Nob Hill and what did they do! Buy some second hand (or 10tk
hand) furniture, just enough to get along. Sort of like camping out. The bed, just springs
and mattress was put on the floor. Nancy had lived all her life on Beacon Hill in Boston
and met Jack, who was in the Navy, at the Servics Club ulhere she was hostess. It was love
at first sight and they were married shortly after and he was out of the Navy and came to
Potlatech. All Nanecy could cook were brownies and she made a batch each day. Jack came home
ans fixed hamburysers. Honestl! COnce or twice 2 week they wonuld net a sitter for their 1ittle
girl and drive to Moscow and have dinner at the Hotel. Finally they went to the coast and
eventually to the Chicago area where he was a salesman for Weyerhauser Szles Company. The
marriage did not 1last. Jack is in Baltimore. Rancy still lives near Chicago. I did stay
ever night with them when thev lived in St. Paul and she had taught each of her thrse
children to care for their rooms and learn *2 4o duties around the horme., As she zald - che
wanted them to be more prepared for the wenlal tasks about a home than she hacd been.

fter the Dr., Gibsons and the Thompsons left Potlatch, the Gibscns to the coast and
Thompsans to Moscow. Thay were at retirement age, we had a Dr. Murphy for several years,

'~ had a voung wife and two caughters. One Jdaugnter married a local boy and the cther was
an air line stewaraess and died in a crash near San Frainclsco. The Murphys were divorced W
later remarried and I believe the doctor is dead. I do not knowv where Kay is.

On the road out of Potlatch on your way to Moscow were a nice row of homes. The
Hearns had a lovely old house with a beautiful flower garden and a spring in the back yard.
¥r. Hearn was originally from Zngland and came to Canada and was employed by the railroad.
He was tickel agent for a2 little railrosd that csme into Potlatsh., One could never meet
a more charming host ana hostess than the Hearns. They had two fine boys and also raised
Setsua Matsura, who learned to help Mrs Hearn about the house., He is now a dentist in
Detroit, Michigan. Roddy died young and i%ilip livec in Virginia.

The Stapletons had a nice home not far from the Hearns zad seve al athoies on the
same rcad.

We had a regular Saturday night got-togethers., There were four couples. The Ferguson:
wakemans, Stapletons and 0'Cornells. Ths ren played ninocnle ani voren playel bridpe,
always followed by a lunch about 11 o'clock.

when the teachers came to tocwn they were immediately members of a club called "Polida"
Po for Potlatch, the 'l' for Latah County and Ida for Idaho. The town people were invited
to Join. We met once a month and put on amateur plays, followed by an eveniniz lunch.



8Speaking of the Mercantilo, there was a jewelry department separate from the store, -
fine hardware run by Earl Compton. Fred Schnurr was head of the meat devartment.
r. Ferguson went to market in Seattle and San Franciscc and the ready-to-wear was quite nice,
7. Stapleton was the druggist. In faot it was a vory oomplete and well run store. Next to
"+ store was a lodge auditoriim., I remember the Eagles were very prominent as well as Eacstern

r and Masonie Lodges. Then came the Chevrolet garage and a block furthar the Community

aursh, It was a bsautiful church, all paneled and a full basement for church sunvers and
sidings, funerals and high school graduations all were held in the spaclous church. This
svely church burned to the ground about 1942,

The schools in Potlatch were very good. The teachers could not apply unless they had
wo years of expsrience. There was a dormitory for the women teachers and also one for the
sn. They employsd a cook, but did their own housework. A very fine inducement, also I
nderstand the oompanv paild good salariec,

At the height of the depression the lurber market was very low and the ~ill was closed

e to laok of orders. I1'll never forzet the Lindneas of the Board, everycne could stay in
t1eir homs, rent free, until the mill startad again, alco given credit at the lMercantile,
=arly everyone stayed and knew there would be money coming in later,

There were sore very ambitious wen who bought farus in outlying districts, they did their

srm work hefore coming in to work at the mill. They have lonz since retired cor died and
neir families live on the land they worked so hard to acquire.
There were many Socandinavian femilies that caine to the northwest to work in the lurber
ills or logging. They were very energetic and made good citisens, raising large familles
et went on to college or businessss elseuwhers.

A fow miles away was Onaway, a general store and quite a nice settlement of Italians.
ao family, the Guernseys had a store there and I well remember the girls. One went on to
ollege and is married and living in Grangeville. One married Joe » his parents bought
ne dairy, formerly owned by the Gambles' son-in-law, who is now sales manager in Los Angeles
ith Carnation Milk Company. Yes, our milk wn<s homogeniged and we had chlorinsted oity water.

There was the towneite department that kept the houses painf.od and plumbers teo tzile cere

f the plumbing problems, all salaries paid by the ocompany.
" Als6 the bank was owned by the company. 4 husband was vice-president 2t the time they
& A the bank to Idaho First, which has 'anks sll over the state., Hart Hanson was the manager
or many years., !is father-in-law cwned the barber shop in the hotel.

One interesting thing I did not know until we left Potlatch in 1951 was that my husband
I}‘Lrod goma men who had been in preison. I do not know who they were but Jin told me they
bhscame fine workers and good citizens and never committed a ¢rime in our little town.

We were fortunate in having some local musicians who added much to the culture of our

own. Betty Hegersten and Gerry Anderson had fine volces and put on some splendid programs,
pauline Jaeobs, whose husband was doing his first job as a young doctor, for several years
'sllyd plane as I did. Also Vera Alsterlund who atill lives there sang at many funerals,
wzddi.ngs, atc, Then the school added greatly hy giving plays and having a good 1little band
with green and «hite unifcorms, with a large P on the sweater. One of the shy voung boys wes
asked what tha P stood for. Asything you sver asked Armold he would say "I dunnc', His answer
wHasn this man said "Are you from Portland!™, Arnold said "I dunno ",
- My children used tc bring some of the country children home for lunch on a cold, snowy
chy when their sandwishes were frozen. I really did pet the idea of a hot lunch program.
7 had read the government would match what the children paid and as I recall it cost e-ch
child 104 an2d they had a 20¢ lunch., Mrs, a farm lady who was an excsllent cook
Th0k over ard it was indeed a success, believe ire we had to have 2 well beslanced meal and
o lways fresh rilk, I hope it is still active. 7The lunch was on the second floor of the gymnasi
One Sunday as I was coming from church, the Commmunity one- Mrs Ferguson came running
it to tell me that the Japanese had bombed Psarl Harbor. My husband was in Chicago and he
tlled to sey he would take the evening train. He arrived a few days later and some of the
m workirg in the mill were very much against the Japanese that were good workers. One night
>meone killed a Japarese man, hitting him with a pipe. I remember Jim went to each house that
Lght and said they must leave as soon as ovossible. They were such k'nd people but thoir lives
(v in danger. Fost had relatives in Spokina. Ome family had two attractive daughters, one
«» to be married soon to a young Japanese who just graduated from pharmacy at uashington State
1iversity. They were on their way to Hawaii to be rvrried and her father had used up all
ls savings to give her a lovely wedding. Several peovle have been to Hawaii and have seen b
wi. Her father-in-law owns many drug stors: in lLiawaii. e
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We all vent to the town beauty shop. I recall sitting sitting at a meeting in the
back row and luoking st everyones hairdo. Exactly the sare, the days of the marcel wavaes,
We 21l looked just aliks.

My son lan wvus in college, Patty and Bob were married and all in loscow. Dan went on
to law sehoocl and Jerry and Kathleen went awmy to boarding schnoola for thsir laszt two
yoars of high school. Jerry want to Shattuek ze Dan d4id and Kathleen to the Cominican
Convent in San Ravchael, California.

The year toth children were away to rreparatory schools, Jim and I weres alone and
lo and behold we were trinzferred to lewlston, Idaho in 1951. Thus ended ry twenty vears
in Potlatech.

I still say they were the best and the happlest of ry 1life. I war 34 and =y hustand
ws 38 wvhen wve came to Potlsteh. I think all histcrians will sgree that those years ara
the best of ocur lives, We had comfortable living, a rezlliy charming home which we =harei
with other:. Our New Year's Day parties were special., reny friends from Moscow came over
icy roads to cur snnual party. It sterted by singing carols around the pilanc.

e were richer by two more children than when we arrived in 1931. I lost both =y
parents in 193 and Jim lost z beloved brother. So w+ had joy and sadness which a ter
2ll is what makas living s reality. I can still see us all einging around the pilano and
the joy of the radioc. We made our own bread and ice cream and the children brought
oollege friends home with thsem. Patty and Dan were in ccllege those yesrs,

I have only the dearest memories of those years and I hope some still rerember the
O*Connells because we loved our neighbors and the little town wac always there to do for
others ir thelr tire of naed.

Mow I am 80 sand sitting nere on & gloomy Sunday, October 1577 and remembesr those
vonderful yecrs, (me thing I falled to r~ention and that was that we were a very loving
family. My husband loved me dearly and that is something very special ir one's life.

X everyone hzt that precicour love day after day.
Alta C'Connell
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