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'!'HE DIOTIC!l.ART OP' SAWJCtl.I. SIGN L.ANGUAGB 

Sematalogiat ••••• Dewey E. LaVo;r 
Lexicographer •••••••• loe 7lahiv.e 
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Ingenious sa•111 workers ha~e devised a sign language 

that enables them. to conTey aean1ngs, di~eotions, ask questions. 

and carry on a conversation with~ut tryi.Dg ·to shout over the roar 

of t he machinery. Yor those unintor.med, there are sams signs 
. . 

we .must withhold, but, to begin with, how aboat leami.ng to count. 

1. 

2. 

J. 
4,. 

s. 
6. 

7· 
s. 

9. 

10. 

ll.. 

12. 

lJ. 

Extend hand, index finger up. 

Extend hand, index finger and second t1Lger up. 

Extend balld, aeoond, third and fourth fingers up. 

Extend hand, all. tour fingers up. 

htend hand, tour fingers and thumb up. 

Extend hand, fist closed. 

Extend band, tist closed, forefinger crooked. 

Extend hand, tist closed, with second finger 
straight out. 

Extend hand, fiat closed, w1 th thwab down. 

Extend hand, tour ting era and thumb out, and 
twist hand. 

Extend hand, tist closed, with index finger do~. 

Extend hand, fist closed, and twist. 

Extend hand, second, third and fourth fingers 
out, and ..make aide ·to side motion. 

].4. Extend band, with all four fingers out, and 
make ·side .to side motion. . ~.' 

15. Extend hand, with all tour fingers and 
and maka . ai4e , to aide -motion. . . . ...._ 

' . 
16. Extend hand outward with tist closed. 

' 
'j 
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17. Extend hand w1 th toret'inger orooke4 
and aake side to- ai4e aotion. 

18. Extend hand, aeooDd t1.nger out, and 
make aide to aide aotian. 

19. Extend hand, thumb down, and .uJte 
aide to aide motion. 

20. Extend hand, thumb and index :finger 
closed to JDakB zero, and 'make side to 
side motion. 

~or 21, we signal •20", and then , •l". 

For 22, we signal "20", and then "2", and 
so on to thirty: which we indi.cate by •)•, 
the t'ingers parallel to the body an4 
m.eldng side to aide· motion. 

For 31, we combine "30" and "1•, and 'so on 
to :forty, which is Qcle- by the •4• sip 
and mak1 ng aide to s1Le· ~hand. mc;>tion 
as in thirty. 

In our next chapter, we will take up more or less 

polite social repartee. 
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