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Courtesy 
Lillian Yangel 

IJ 
W.L. Maxwell, Agent 

P.O. Box 1047 

Wilmington, Del~ware 

Mr •. ~~el A. Anderson, 
Elk River, Idaho. 

Dear Axel, 

.July 31, 1951. 

Last Sunday morning I was searching for so~e old 
records and I found a h'..mch of old diary books t.i13. t I had 
forgotten about completely. They cover the years from 1906 
until I left Potlatch, I daho. I don't kno:• -..::;.y I k·~P t these 
old diaries all these ye.:.rs b~cause the inform:-. tion t.:~ey con
t uin would not be of any value except perh~ps to you a nd me , 
and if\ Ike Adams and Ira Schuh are still .:!.live £:nd live i n t hat 
section of I d.:::.ho they too might like to r ecall the na.m-as of some 
of t heir old buddies so I am going to copy off a couple of pages ... 
out of the 1910 cook because I believe you't;ill get quite a kick 
out of it. I know I did. 

Here is word for word what I had written: 
"The first crews to appear on the virgin timber le.nd and 

hay meadows- of Elk Creek started the morning of .July 2l"st 1909. 
There were six in this pioneer party, Charlie Monson, J ack Jones, 
the cook, Mrs. J ack Jones, Hike 1-/elch, Joe Popovich, and Charlie 
Lee. They were joined on-August 12th by Dan Shcy 1 Joe St.Peter, 
Ed Stenseth, Pete Westlund, Elmer Torgerson as cook who replaced 
the lady cook, Pete and Albert Sorenson, George ~right , Andrew 
Liden as flunkey, Earl Scott, Charlie Eklund, Ira Schuh, J ack 
Clark and several others I c~nnot now recall. Most of the vork 
up to this time was on hhat ~e now know as Elk River townsite~ 
August i.rork wc. s on clearing pond, building c.:!.mp and clearing a 
ro-:=.d to what is now Elk River Dam.n 

non the first day of Septe~bar 1909 Frank Crowley 
started construction of the dam a t t i1e lower end of the nr~sent 
log pond at Elk River. With him ware Ed Roa ch, Charlie Scriven, 
Jim Burns, C.~. Bean, W~. Shear er, J ohn Kaaen and Jack Astle. 
Phil Duffan.:,r a.nd George 1{ri ght joined them on October 12th. 
These ;nen continued on t hroa;;h until t he dam was fini shed on 
J !!nu<!ry 16th, 1910. Bob \:Ieitbrecht , the Nilwaukee engineer, 
r eplaced HcGilliva ry, the time keeper, on Dec . 2nd &.r.d it w-~s in 
December t hat we fir s t fin:i Alfred Johnson, who st.3.rt ed Dec . lst, 
also I ra Schuh w-i'lo start ed at noon on Dec . lst. Bill Hunter , 
Oscar Johnson, Ed Boyd, Joe Pavich, Tony Pavich, and Joe 
Mc.rkovich came on ti1e job tne first week or so in December and 
worked until the dam was fini si1ed on Janusry 16th 1910. n 

I~~ediately ~ft2r t~ese lines I ~~ate cto'tm s omething t~st 
is so badly f aded out that I ca nnot re<.::.d wh~t it says but I do r ecall 

1 that the reason Frank Crowley ;.;as forced to stop the \-iork was bec ~:..use 
of a heavy snow storm. Perhaps Ira Sch~~ can remember that. -

"Charlie Fern, afterward foreman on t he me~do~rs , started 
September l l;.th. Ed 1~eW!Il.Ein Sept. 9th . Str~an Palm Sept . lOth. Iians 
"'tla lden Sept. 25th . 'l;,;s Lancaster Sept. 25th , Andrew Monson Oct . 6th_, 
Wm. Holmes as dollii:ey en5ineer Oct . 7th _, Sam George Oct . llth. Tneodore 
Thom9son 1 Axel Anderson and Fr ed Eiger on Oct . 17t~ . 
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Ed Stenseth Nov. 1st, Alfred and Oscar Johnson and John Erickson on 
Nov. 19th, Harry ~.Jeiseth as second cook on Oct. 27th. Most of the 
fall work was changing ~~d clearing the creek bed an~ preparing 
piling for the plant foundations." 

1910 Diary book: 
"In January and Febr~ary the snow was quite bad and few men 

co.me in, however five husky fellm.fs did make it. Wm. 1~atts, Julius 
D~~l, ~m. Kisor, Scott Shoemaker and C.E. Cr~ne. In April Harry 
wood, Osc~r Meador, Tony P~vich ar-d Fr~nK Lorich. On June 2nd 
W.L. Maxwell, Everett Brouillard, Bert Curtiss, Joe Bishop, Frar~ 
Juneau, Scott Benjamin, Frank Borki, Fred Eil'.mered, Henry Fernier . 
and Fred Picard came in with a tote tea~ from Bovill." 

non July Jrd 1910 t he Milw.:;.ukee construction cre'l-.-s finished 
a tempor~ry telephone line to tneir construction camp at J 8rsey 
Siding and sent us -word the next morning tha t t hey Y-~ould endeavor 
to bring in the Jeffries-Jo!mson World Championship fi ght and 
invited us all to come over to Jersey Sieling and celebrate t he 4th. 
Th e boys had two big double headers of beer. We had quite a party." 

non July l Oth Joe Dion came in with his cre11 of millwri;;hts and 
fr~ers and carpenters and on the morning of July 11th actively 
started on construction work of the saw-mill plant. None of that 
original crew are now with us except C.G. Morris, who started July l;th, 
Isaac Adams and possibly Harry Lane. H.L. Woodward who· started 
August 1st 1910. On the last day of July there were 228 men employed 
and living in the big tents along what is now First Street where the 
Ba~~ now stands,n . 

Apparently I added several notations to the original notes I 
had entered at the time these incidents took place. 

non August 16th Charlie Eklund, Axel Anderson, Ed Stenseth and 
s~an Palm contracted to grade Linden Creek, Shattuck Spur and 
Cameron Creek branch lines and by working about 15 hours a day and 
doing their o-wn cookin.g earned ~139.60 each \fhich was a large months 
pay. Charlie Johnson, Wm. Watts, E.L. Corbin, Ted Thompson, Charlie 
Lee and Joe Bishop changed the river channel th2.t meandered through 
the meadow to its present channel past the planing mill. Lonzo 
Knight started August 4th. Arc~ie Ne'l-.·cornb7 the tall loose jointed 
yo\h'>lg fello-,.; llho dreamed of a gr eat future. C.A. Soper, Sc.m Opola, 
Fred Flood and Mike Woisich were wa tching fires. Then on Sunday 
afternoon .August 21st Charlie Henson called out all c.ve.ilable men 
to fight fire South and South 'Jest of Elk River. Henry ~ian:ike 1 
engineer on the donkey, Harry Brownfield, Bert Crose~ George 
Den-evan, Charlie Ragotte, P.V. Kitley, L.D. Hallberg, 'rl'ho h J.d a b::J.rber 
shop in a tent back of the old barn and Fred Lind were in on·e party 
that left the store with a tote team and a lot of supplies. Fire 
covered the entire South portion of the country, cross 2d Elk Creek 
below the falls and South of where Pete Skyarve "rlas mining . In 
Seotember more men were added to the mill construction ~ork. 
Ole Lillyman Sept. 2nd, as head ~1chinest 1 Ole Loken Sept. 24th, 
C. Cesare Sept. 7th, W.J. Bead.one Sept. 5th, Nick B~rton Sept. 7th1 
Luke Trotter Sept. 8th, Andy Bergerson Sept. 9th, Eddie Erickson 
and Jack Hordwall started Sept. 5th. Hoy Angn.ey and C. Emilio on 
Sept. 23rd. Bob Nelson with a crew of 12 men started construction 
of the dry kilns on September 16th :.md at the same time -wcrk was 
started on the timber dock and green chain.n 
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Well Axel, how are you anyhow? Some one told 1:1e recently t~~t 
you had a -na rrow escape in an automobile accident on the Et. Mari~s 
grade and th3.t you were laid up in a hospital for a long tima. I'm 
sorry I didn't know of it then. I might h c:..ve helped pass the tL-ne 
away for you by recalling so~e of the thin6S that ha..;?r.>ened t~hen you 
and. I were kids in Elk River. We weren't sup;;osed to be kids then 
bu.t vihen I look back 40 long ye::trs I realize th.ats just what -wa were 
and full of the devil, though we didn't know it. Ed Duerslan, the 
o-..mer .:;:.nd editor of the Elk River News, once said to me, ttif I h ad a 
niece I wouldn't let h·.:r come to this town ;.;i th ::;11 you young punks 
prowling around with ycur tongues hdnging out and panting like a 
lot of hot cougcrs." 

I hope some tice I cc..:n eet out thare aga in £.:.nd huve a good 
visit with you before ;.;e .:;et too old. dnd still !1 :.ve sood 1!\e:n.orL:::s. 
I hc:~.Ve heard recently about some of t he old til.'lers, - Bob Sw.:der.er, 
the eng.ineer, new in ch . .'!. r 5e of S"Wltching lines in .2nd out of 
San Francisco. Charlie Fern anj his wife hhve both for years 
worked at a State Hospital for demented people in Wisconsin. 
Dan McAllister is still very active., lives· in Minneapolis, sells ·~ 
insurance for the Travelers Insurance Company. 

I still -work for the T,Teyerhaeuser orgv.nization. On January 2nd 
I will have been on their payrolls without the loss of ·a single day 
for 46 yedrs. And you are very close to it or if you started with 

J T.P. Jones around Harvard in 1905 you started before I did. 
I never expected to 1-rork for them away back here in this tiny 

State o.f Delaware. At .first I didn't like it here at all but Lois 
and I have become reconciled to the Eastern ways and customs and 
we have b2come acquainted 1-ri th some very fine people. We like t his 
mild climate. Of course we are only a short drive to t he Atl2.ntic 
Co-s.s t a..!d. t he ne;.; Nemorio.l bridge over the Delaware River built at 
a cos t of nearly sixty million dollars will open for traffic this 
conrlng August 16th then it "Ifill be a simple matter to drive over to 
Atlantic City or to Ocean City ~nu admire the bathing beauties on a 
Sund.ay afternoon. Only troubl~ is the conges ted automobile tr~ffic. 
You actuall7 have to be caught in it to believe it .could be so terri
bly !"leavy. i)over, Delaware, the Delaware State C::.pitol, is o!lly 41 
miles sout.h. of Hilmington. 'fie l eft Dover yesterday afternoon at 4: JO 
P.M. and arrived home just a t 7:38 P.!1. Sometimes we were held up 
a t every cross road for traffic to clear before the hi~h1.1ay police 
~ould let us t hrough and at one cross reed we waited fer 16 minutes. 
There a r e t oo many people and too many cars for the size of the s e 
little states. I prefer Idaho over any of them. 

I have a l arge picture of the old Elk River plant and the tmm 
hangin; on my wall and I get a lot of sat isfaction of showing it to 
people "Who happen to be in. I have often wondered 1-r'"hat happenad to 
so~e of the buildings since the sawmill plant ~as burnej . Sone 
time when you have some extra time on your hands and you feel in th.e 
mood to write I would certainly appreciate hearing from you telling 
me about your family, about the old town, about any of the old tioers 
still living in that Vccinity, etc. 

Sincerely, 

W. Max·Hell 
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