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Although the treaty now has down the nuclear compet1t10n 
been put on the back burner, between the two nations. If the 
Church said he still thinks it is a nuclear race is not checked it 

will ultimately lead to oblivion." 
Church said the "treaty never 

depended in any degree on the 
trust of the Russians,'' adding 
"our nation has its own means 
of verifying the Russian 

, compliance.'' 
He pointed out that his sup­

port of the treaty is conting~nt 
on the withdrawal of Russian 
combat troops from Cuba and 
the assurance that they are not 

• a threat in the Western 
Heimsphere. 

Hostage problem 
In -the interview, Church said 

he also approves of the mann~r 
in which President Carter 1s 
seeking release of the American 
hostages i_n Iran. 

He pointed out that "any res­
cue operations could only result 
in the massacre of the hos­
tages." 

Church pointed out that with 
the Soviet army in Afghanistan, 
the Iranians now are aware that 
the real enemy is not the United 
States but the USSR. 

"They realize there is a need 
to settle their problems with us, 
and that can be done by release 
of the hostages,'' he said. 

Church observed " it is sig­
nificant that mobs are now 
taking to the streets in Tehran 
to ·shout against the defeat not 
Jnly of the United States bu also 


