lerate platlform, resolutions

votes on school district bond and
plant facilities elections.
Several planks backed con-
cepts for the family farm, pro-
mote the tourism industry, ex-
pand Idaho markets to foreign

‘nations, and for increased

omy.

V.

diversity of jobs and the econ-

* ok X%

Several planks took indirect
potshots at the Republican-con-
trolled Legislature by calling for
local option taxes and local op-
tion goverment which the law-
mamkers have failed to pass.

Also backed was the
pomeowners exemption, an
increase public employee sala-
ries and benefits, sunset provi-
sions for special. districts to
justify their continued exis-
tence, and a bare land plus sev-
erance tax for the timber
industry.

’ Also backed were plans for
improving legislative organiza-
tion, the Idaho Land Use Plan-
ning Act of 1975, funding for local
govenments, increased mineral
tax, avoiding duplications of ser-
vice among local and county
governments, a grocery tax ex-
emption for senior citizens, and
a “‘responsbile tax reform aimed
toward establishing uniform

Evans, who delivered keynote

assessment practices and dis-
tributing the funds with equity
and fairness.”

* % %

In the matter of energy, sup-
port was extended for Congress
to establish a national nuclear
waste disposal policy, for secur-
ing lower BPA electrical costs;
support for transit and public
transportation; gasohol; and al-
ternative energy sources.

It also solidly backed the
INEL for its role in energy re-
search and development, fusion
and breeder reactor technology,
with adequate safety precau-
tions.

The planks backed
increased nuclear waste man-
agement and elimination df
radioactive discharges in the
Snake River aquifer.

Another plank supported
best uses of coal and natural gas
resources, including incentives
for greater use of coal, and to
make natural gas avialable
from the Alaskan North Slope
fields; more hyrdo generating
capacity on Idaho waterways,
and research and developent of
such inexhaustible energy
sources as photovoltaic direct
conversion for active solar en-
ergy, laser fusion development
and hydrogen energy fuels.

* k%

The human resource plank

called for increaing funding for
social service programs, includ-
ing public housing; help in pay-
ing gas, heating oil and
electrical bills for those who can
not afford them and various ser-
vices for senior citizens, such as
homemaker, chore, nutrition,
transporation, adult day care
and home health programs.
- Also asked was enforcement
of nursing home accreditation,
regulations to eliminate Medic-
aid fraud and abuse; support of
quality health care;support of
Adult amnd Child Development
Centers and Community Mental
Health Centers.

Other plans asked for support
of the Idaho Arts Commission,
Association for the Humanities,
adequate Idaho State Library
fund, tax incentives to enable tje
private sector to restore and
reuse of old buildings.

Other proposals called for
support of human services to
preserve and enhance a postive
family life, such as backing for
group homes, sheltered work-
shops, child care and early edu-
cation options for children,and
program aimed at eliminating
child neglect and child abuse;
support of regional and local de-
tention centers and programs
for providng training and coun-

seling for dislaced homemak-

ers.

In the matter of human rights,
proposals back the Idaho Com-
mission on Human Rights and
that it be granted endorcement
powers; oppose discrimination
on basis of age, race, creed, sex,
nationality or physical limita-
tions; and oppose economic and
social exploitations of migrant
labor, illegal aliens and other
minority groups and the rights

of all people to organize, also
providing the right of arbitra-
tion, conciliation and media-
tion.

So there you have it, but it's
doubtful that many of them will
be remembered for the political
campaign. It will be interesting
to see how they compare with
the Republican platform and
resolutions, which will be
adopted in 10 days.




