
Hamrnond stresses conservative leader role 
BY BEN J. PLASTINO 

Post-Register political editor 
Rep. Melvin Hammond, D­

Rexburg, who becomt'.~s the new 
House minority leadt1r after a 
six-year absence, wi!l empha­
size his conservative philosophy 
in carrying out his duties as the 
loyal opposition when the Idaho 
Legislature convenesJan. 12. 

Hammond, who s~rved as 
minority leader for two years, 
returns to head the D~mocrats 
after he was ousted i' 197 4 by 
Rep. Patricia McDermott, D­
Pocatello. He also ser;Jed as the 
assistant minority l~der for 
two years before that. 

After the Democrats took such 
a lacing in the November elec­
tion, he decided to retnrn to his 
former spot and won by· two 
votes, 8-6, in a close contest with 
Miss McDermott at th~ reorga­
nization session early this 
month. '. 

Hammond sounded the th~me 
that his well known conserva­
tive approach would j0 over 
much better for the Democrats 
working with the Republican· 
than the Pocatello legislator, 
considered one of the most, if not 
the most, liberal lawmaker in 
the House. 

While Miss McDermott, an 
attorney, is brilliant but often 
abrasive in floor debate, Ham­
mond uses a more calm, if not 
less spectacular approa.qh in his 
floor arguments. It p-erhaps 
epitomizes the shift from lib­
eral-moderate to conservative 
trend about as well as any­
thing. 

Hammond, a rel}gious 
instructor at Ricks College, has 
served six terms in the House, or 
12 years, and is near the top in 
seniority among the Demo­
crats. 

Water meeting 
BOISE - The Idaho Depart­

ment of Health and Welfare will 
hold a public meeting Jan. 7 in 
Boise to give Idahoans a cpance 
to comment on the annual up­
date of the Idaho Water Quality 
Management Plan. 

Officials explained the plan is 
required to be submitted yearly 
to the Policy Advisory Commit­
tee of the Idaho Clean Water 
Program and a public meeting is 
held to gain public innuL ·-=-., 
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The Demo~fare'b'aaly out- tors, believes the btfdget freeze agrees there should be come 

voted by the Republicans 56-14, should be expanded but has no consolidation but no shutdown of 
perhaps the widest margin in specific plans for further imple- Lewis and Clark. 
Idaho's history and a drop of six menting the 1 Percent Tax Ini- Although an educator, Ham­
seats fron the previous session. tiative; is against a general fund mond realizes that not much of 

The ~ituation, however, i~ n~t tax increase, such as sales and an increase can be given public 
as lopsided as th_e numbers mdi- income; believes some tax relief schools but to allocate whatever 
cate beca~s~ the Repu~licans can be granted with the revenue 1s available; _perhaps an 8 per- · 
appear spht m three fact10ns - available suchastheseniorciti- cent salary mcrease to state 
the right, moderates and the zen cir~uit breaker and emplqyes; some reasonable 
conservatives. homeowners exemption. and increase in local option ·tax 

'_'I can tell you th~~• we aren't feels a budgefof about $440 mil- P?~ers and other ~utho:ity to 
gomg_ to play dead, Hammon? lion will be possible on basis of ~ities; som~ leg1sla t10n to 
he said. revenue expectations improve Fish and Game 

He notes it will not be ~i~ficult He feels something. has to be Department admi_nistr~tion and 
for the Democrats to 30m. t~e done about increased hi hwa ~lso t~kes_ a di-m view for 
moderate~ and the l~ss rigid funding, such as hikes Yn th~ mcreasmg fish and game fees. 
cons~rvahve Republicans on state gas tax and registraUon _He_ also deviates from the 
most iss~es. . . . . fees, noting this funding has par- views of most Democrats and 

!he widest cntlcism agai~st ticularl benefitted his area opposes a full-fledged Depart­
Miss McDermott and whi~h where ! four-lane hi hwa ment of Energy as not necessary 
probably lost her the leadership F 20 . b . b •Yt ih at this time; has mixed feelings 
was her frequent tardiness and · reeway , is emg m nor ~ ---~~-"'-----------'~-
absenteeism to caucus and com- ~f Idaho Falls to the Montana about the Sagebrush Rebelli?n 
tnittee meetings, and also to lme. . but would need to see such a bill 
some extent, in the general ses- He says he has empathy-with ~s to whether he would sup~ort 
sions Lewis and Clark State College it; and strongly supports a Right 

Ha~mond like most legisla- as he is a professor at Ricks and to Work Law but doesn't believe 
' :< ti + in compulsory arbitration. 

He expresses some concern as . 
tp whether there is proper 
licensing for day care centers 
and shelter homes. 

House Minority Leader 
Meryin Hammond 

-Although having no ' strong 
feeling regarding election laws 
and party convention-system; he 
said he prefers a primary being 
held in the fall, possibly in early 
September. 

But for the first time in years 
- 1974 to be exact - he eagerly 
awaits the start of the Legisla­
ture when he can have a leading 
hand in shaping legislation and 
9olices. 
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