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By Bl!~N J. PLASTINO. only di~mon~y and strength 
Post-Register political editor for the general ~1ec:tfon. 
BLACKFOOT - State SPn. He Silld the. only mentioned 

Israel Merrill, D-Blackfoo-c, a candidate at present is a Fort 
veteran 12-year legislator, Fri- Hall Ivdian attorney, Larry 
day indicated he likely wili not Echohaw!-; , who said he is con-
seek a congresssional seat .-.is sidering 1h2 contest. Echohawk, 
has been wiilely mentioned, a membi-1r of the Mor mo n 

" If I r,eceive wide support. ~m<i Church 1 ,)racticed law in Salt 
more important , if T get thP Lak2 City J2 years before com­
money necessary, I would run ing to F'mt Hall to handle the $16 
for Congress," said Merrill, who millh" i~ga-i matters of the Fort 
now manages the Trading Pvst Hall 1ri.dians, rnted Mei till. 
general store a t Fort Hall." Menills;; idifherunshe wouid 
' 'Right now, I'm leaning agail: sJ contemolat(• spendiug 1~ ,1se to 

-it" ... .. ' .,- F "tb I ,.._... ' ~,l 'I! 

th~t h -w~uld be ~~e~ more Merrill said he tentatively has 
set Dec . 16 wh en he will 
announce his definite decision. 

Merrill contended tha t the 
present 2nd Dis tri ct Con ­
gressman, Republican Rep. 
George V. Hansen, is highly vul­
nerable. 

He noted that despite a strong 
Reagan and Republican tide and 
against a Democratic candi­
date, Diane Bilyeu, Pocatello 
realtor, who only spent about 
$25,000, Hansen could only get 56 
percent of the votes in the 1980 
election. 

" It would appear against a 
well financed Dernocratk can­
didate and with the poli tical 
conditions more favorable for 
Democrats next year, Hansen 
could be defeated," said Mer­
rill. "Certainly, Hansen's credi­
bility has been under question 
for some time, eve11 among 
many Republicans. '' 

Merrill, who has served six : 
years each in the Idaho Senate : 
and House, is also a merriber ofj 
the· influentia~ Joint Finance 
Appropriation Commit te e 
which wields th e do mi nan q 
power in appfoving state appro-: 
priations. ' 

Merrili' said he would not want. 
Democratic primary opposition 
if he does enter as this would 

Congrrss -candidate? 

1 
:~ A ~'E SEN. !SRAE~ M~ftRl~.L, D-~iackfoot, a 12- ear vet­
Co n m t~e Idaho Leg1sla~,ure, is cm1sider1ng the 2nl Di t . t 

ngress1onal race but curnmUy is l€anfog cagainst it. s r1c 
I 


