The election eye

Political activities at low

ebb for, 4{%

By BEN J. PLASTINO
b . Post-Hegister.political editor
Now that the Idaho Legislature
and school elections are over this
year, political activities will take a
breathing spell until the general
¢election campaign in 1984.
‘Remaining will be city elections
but in most cases this is an off year
for the mayors and the interest is
accordingly at low level.

strong support ot a majority of the
voters, a challenger would face an
uphill fight to oust any of them.
The three won four years ago in a
tough field of a record 14 entries.

The first day for filing is Sept. 29
and last day Oct. 11 for a parttime
job which pays $4,800 a year. They
must get petitions signed by at
least 40 qualified voters to get on
the ballot.
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There also will be some political
gatherings.and perhaps some early
‘campaigning by presidential politi-
cal candidates and announcements
later this year for senatorial and

congressional offices.
* % %k

__In Idaho Falls, the terms of
three councilmen will expire and all
three have indicated they will seek
re-election. Mayor Thomas Camp-
bell and the other three councilmen

.. will hold over for two more years.

Councilmen Sam Sakaguchi,
Wesley Deist and Art Chandler
have all indicated they will seek re-
election, although they are not yet
ready for formal announcements.

Considering the present city
ac}ministr‘atib_n apparently has the

The holdovers are the mayor1
who draws a $35,568 salary and
Councilemn Ralph Wood, Melvin
Erickson and Paul Hovey.

Otbher cities of Idaho also will be
hold elections and in most cases
only councilmen will be elected.
There are a few which will name
mayors where there are vacancies
or where they elect mayors on odd

years.
* %k %

Fall should see the formal
announcements by all of the con-
gressional candidates, Sen. James
A. McClure and Reps. George
Hansen and Larry Craig, all
Republicans. Also expected to
announce are Democratic contend-
ers, Richard Stallings, Rexburg,
and Larry LaRocco, Boise, for a

of 1983
A7,/98 3

rematch of last year against Han-
sen and Craig, respectively.
Democrats are secking a formi-
dable candidate to oppose
McClure, who appears virtually
unbeatable at this time. The only
name mentioned seriously is Pete
Bush, Lewiston, a comparatively
unknown retired Marine officer
and now engaged in real estate.

Four others who could be strong
challengers have all indicated they
will not run. They are former
Idaho Gov. Cecil D. Andrus, for-
mer state senator and 1983 lieuten-
ant governor nominee Mike Mitch-
ell, Lewiston; Sen. John Peavey,
Carey, and State Treasurer Mar-
jorie Ruth Moon.

U.S. Sen. Steve Symms is a hold-
over until 1986.

A north Idaho judge, Dar Cogs-
well, threatened to call a new legis-
lative election this fall in view of
holding the present reportionment
proposal unconstitutional but
opposing attorneys say appeals,
possible trial and other delaying
legal actions would preclude this
possibility.

Aside from these few activities, it
is probable that a few of the presi-
dential candidate may trod the
Idaho turf in quest for primary
votes. Ron Twilegar, Boise, state
campaign chairman for Ohio Sen.
John Glenn, already announced
Glenn plans to make a speedy one-
day tour of Idaho, including Idaho
Falls, in September or October.
The East Idaho Republicans also
plan to hold their annual barbecue
in late August when outstanding
figures are usually booked for
speaking.



