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! BOISE —Lt. Gov. , the only announced guber-
natorial candidate, views the present reapportionment spe-
cial session of the Idaho Legislature with interest but whatev-
er is done he feels it will not greatly affect his campaign.

“I believe everyone (legislators) is trying to effect reap-
portonment in an objéctive fashion,” said Batt. ““It is natural
for them to worry over the constituency of their people.
Reapportionment is part of setting up good local gover-
ment.”

He had no firm conviction on the legislative redistricting
except that Ada County should get another legislative dis-
trict.

However, he did favor keeping Ada County intact in con-
gressional reapportionment, although a bill has passed that
will divide the county between the st and 2nd districts.

Batt also felt, along with Gov. John V. Evans, that some
more money should be appropriated for the Office of Aging
because it would save costs by keeping elderly people out of
nursing homes and in their own homes.

Regarding his forthcoming gubernatorial campaign, Batt
said he is pleased that he is getting more identification in the
state.

“I want to see if we can’t get state government pulling to-
gether instead of taxayers angered with public employees and
the general attitude of public vs. people, " he said. ‘I want to
encourage business.”

Batt said he felt he could do a better job of helping the state
economy by his ability to pull efforts together in the business
sector. :

“I consider myself compatible with the conservatives in the
Republican party,” he said. “I consider myself a fiscal con-
servative and therefore I don’t see any reason why any sector
of the party can’t support me.

“I'm doing a lots of organization work,” he said. ““So far, I
have been concentrating on party people but likely will start
my hand-to-hand campaign likely in November.”

Batt said that since coming into office he has been holding
down expenditures as much as possible.

He said three years ago when he took over the office, the
office budget was $57,000 but his budget the past year was
only $51,000 and he plans to turn back $4,000 to $5,000. Next
year’s budget is set at $53,000, most of the increases attribut-
able to some regulated salary raises.

“So, you see,” he said, “in saving money.”

Batt said he has raised about $42,000 for his upcoming pri-
mary campaign and estimates he will spend $200,000. If he
wins the nomination, he plans to spend $200,000 more in for the
general election campaign.

He said he sees his Republican adversaries as House Speak-
er Ralph Olmstead, Twin Falls, Attorney General David
Leroy, and possibly former House Speaker Allan F. Larsen,
Blackfoot, who won the nomination three years ago.

“I would like to see a two-man field,” he said. “Polls I have
seen indicate I can beat Governor Evans only if there is not a
sizeable exodus of Republicans. I believe I do appeal to a
broad base of people. I believe I have done a good job as lieu-
tenant governor.”

Batt, now 54, pointed out he has an excellent background to
take over the state’s No.1 job, serving 12 years in the Legisla-
ture, of which six were in the leadership, six as Senate majori-
ty leader and two as Senate president pro tem. He is an onion
farmer at Wilder.
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