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Steve Symms gleefully announced in a news 
release that $300 million would be restored to Jacobson said he had hoped at first that some 
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Jacobson and Schow explained this money is 
earmarked for what is known in ·educational 
circles as "Super Category A," which is re­
stricted for students who reside on a federal in­
stallation, such as an military base. Inasmuch 
as there is only the Mountain Home Air Force 
Base in Idaho and Indian reservations, they 
will be the only school districts to get the fed­
eral impact monev. 

Idaho Falls school district and all the other 
eastern Idaho school districts which have peo­
ple working at the Idaho National Engineering 
Laboratory or for the federal government in 
other capacity, such as Forest Service, 
Department of Agriculture, Department of 
Interior, and various other agencies, are clas­
sified in Category B. These are for students 
whose parents work for the federal govern­
·ment but do not reside on the federal installa­
tion but in taxpaying school districts. 

"We don't expect any federal impact funds 
this year but only that which is due from the 
past ye~r," said Jacobson. 

He explained District 91 was earmarked for 
$225,000 im impact funding for fiscal 1981 but 
actually received only $185,000. Jacobson said 
the remaining $40,000 due is all that is expected 
the coming year. 

"It isn't much, but every little bit will help," 
said Jacobson. • 

This is not to say the Idaho Falls district will 
not receive any federal funding. 

Hugh Owens, Blackfoot School District 55 
business agent, said the Blackfoot district ex­
pects to receive between $100,000 and $500,000 
because of the Fort Hall Indian Reservation, 
about 60 percent of the. between $700,000 and 
$800,000 it has received in past years. 

He reported Mountain Home will get the bi'g­
gest portion, with some federal impact funding 
to go to Pocatello and Lapwai where there also 
are Indian reservations. 

Symms has reported that Idaho loses enor­
mous amount of funds because of federal land 
ownership. 

In Blackfoot, for example, School District 55 
is compris~d or more than 309,000 acres, but 
224,000 acres, more than two-thirds, is federally 
owned. • 

"The loss of revenue from property taxes 
alone approaches $1 million," Symms said in 
referring to the Blackfoot district at the time he 
announced the restoration of the federal im­
pact funds. 

He went on to say "impact aid funding is nec­
essary for local school districts in the West 
where so much of the land is owned by the fed­
eral government. If the federal government 
paid taxes to states and localities we wouldn't 
have to be concerned with aid, but some kind of 
compensation is necessary." 

Yet, in spite of these words, Idaho school 
districts get little federal impact funding. 


