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Ben Plastino 

Discounts help air travelers-
Senior citizens get many discounts trip to Alaska or Hawaii for $368 668 on Skywest. · . took a sidetrip to visit an old war 

in the business world and one of the each, well below the regular fare. . "Our peak business was in 19?9 buddy on old Cape Cod, the play-
best is from airlines, specifically at 'Hays, who has been manager for right after deregulations;'\ Thorsen gr~)Und of the more affluent. Traffic 
present from Delta Airlines. , Delta or ., .its predecessor, Western said, "but we ·are now heading back _:in peak hours is horrendous, espe-

ln a nutshell, senior citizens 62 Airlines, since 1970., poi.nted out that to that." • • • cially iQ two-lane tunnels funneled 
years old a!)d over can. fly anywhere· boardings in August. are ~'p , 16 per- _. -Thorsen; ~ho came to Idaho fa Us from four-lane turnpikes. 
m the nat10n for as httle as $ I 84 cent over the same month a year ago, ··m 1980, . said Western and Hughes; Bosto.n; the cradle of the American 
round trip. That's even lower than . much of it due to the senior citizen • •• were operating here· then; -For com-. • Revolution and patriotism, . features 
the regular roundtrip to Salt Lake • fare discounts: , - . ·· • .. : , •• . parison, Thorsen observed · Western • its historic beginning. It has the Free­
City of $230. • • '· • ·: -'4Bas~cally, passen~~t~ ~a.11 · ge~ on • served ?4 ·cities at · that time, -com-.. . dom Trail, a foot-wide red line 

As a result, passenger .t~ave_t at ·, planes m.Idah<> Fal_l~ 3.! ~~e sar:ne -~~te_ •. pared with t~e mo~e ~ha_n 200 ser~ed : ,painte4 on sidewalks for l 'h _mile~. 
pelta. has zoomed .. nat1onw1de_, as at. Salt La~ Ci~y._ . he said. , In •:· by the pres.,t!nt a1rlrn~ operating, . Travelers are. offered many h1stonc 
n~cludmg t~e burgeonmg Idaho ,F~lls 0 

• fact, m S0JP,e c~ses !t 1s,~ven5heaper fro_m here,.·nq',V. ·I~ al_so . mclu~es k~Y. ·: :sites. Among them _are the famous 
airport. It s a deal that can r be from,here. , ,; ~., 1 .. pomts t<? fapa~, Korea and Taiwan. - Boston Common, public gardens, 
refused. . . . ., . . . _. , . ·_ . . ,~ :.· . . ' ~ , Th_e city; said Thorsen; 'has a st!3ff an.d: .~tatehouse, where Gov._ Mike 

The_re a~e cer_tam restrictions, _sq9.h ·:- Hays n_oted J?elta _1s. obserymg yts of nme, b~t th~r~·. are · S?me l_0li .Dl!kakis, the Democratic presiden­
as flymg m midweek and avm~mg •••• ~6qth anmyersary .at the. Ip~hp Falls · .employees: ?t .t~e airport, )nclu~•.!lg • tial noniinee, still reigns. There are 
the usual heavy Monday and Fnday · Airport this year:-i ln Apnl_l 987 Delta the· .four a1rlmes, restauran.t, .gift also .the ' Ben fr~nklin :,statue · Boston 
loadings; and getting reservations ·no :~ took over W.esforn, ~hich inau.: .,. shop~ Vt!.hid~ rentals; airplan_e reqt.}ls '. '. massacre site Old North Church 
sooner than six days in advance. :fhe: gurated·<fJights here-jn : 1928. ·Before,·, anq travel agen.cies •. • ~, • .. •: ·' : . i. . • .Bunker Hi'H .Monument and Pavil: 
airlines also generally .want to r~strict • that, National .Park .Airway was -iin,.- ._ .. Income is rising, but--all city profit\. '!>ion: •• 'ihe U~KS:1 Consfrtuti.on and 
the senior citiz<:ns business at certain . . :operation,. D~lt~ .Presently has a :staff ... , are plowed ?ack ·to airpo!1 .. ~rnprovt!~ • ma~y, many other attractions. 
percentages wh,ch can vary on differ- • , of 21 here, said Hays. .. _ , , ment, explam·ed Thorsen: . . • _ . . . . _ . . 
ent flights. · The most popula'r destination 7r ··we have ,always brok.~n-eve,n, • Not to be missed IS the eye~a~ch-

.. What it's doing," said the entu- from Idaho Falls i's Orlando, Fla., , , even in ·oad; times/> said--·l'hotsen: m~ 60-story John Ha~~ock building, . 
siastic Dave , Hays, Del!a's v_eteran '. gateway to Disne.y WQrld';Hays said.· ,: : .. J/e are ,doing_ bet:tu. now~ b~t aQy all gla.ss a_n~; steel nsmg 740 feet. 
Idaho Falls manager, .. 1s filhng up He .added that most )llajor eastern ·• surplus g'oes' nghf"back to a1nwrJ. Froryi It/ v1s1tors are offered a pano­
the fares in the slack midweek. It is ·and southern cities are also popular: .. . improvemenfs. ,For example., if we . . . ramie view ~ta small fee, be!w~n ~2 
of mutual benefit to the airline a!ld City airport manager Jim Thorsen . have -ariv 'moncv left ·over this· vcar· ·and $3. It ·ts , the t?llest ~utld~ng _m 
the passengers who get the dis- gives the same story .· Passenger . - and irlooks like we will-: w~ will .. ~ew: En~land. I twill . retain this dis­
count." boardings through Augu·st of this reroof the··_old part of the :terminal . tmct10n m Boston, smce_ a _new ~aw 

Delta sells four coupons per person year totaled 63,727, a sharp rise over buildh:ig ... _ · •. • • • . . . . • •• :,vas re~ently pas~ed thrat hmits build-
at $368 each, which allow two flights • ·49,,555 -for the .c.prresponding period Hays and Thorsen said about 80 mg he.1g~ts to no. mor~ t~an 4QO feet. 
to . some 230 cities served by Delta a year ago. , • • , ' · per~nt of the aidiQe business is han- 1he city wa~ts t<? Jceep 1~s sta1d sky-
and its _con~~ctions within a year. Four airlines _operate from th_e '" died- by Jrav~l • a~~~t-s _who can give hne, somethmg hke closmg the barn 
The semor citizens also can buy four Idaho Falls terminal, Delta, Ar:nen- . better personal ~rv1ce·to passengers. doo~ after .the ho_r~e has left. 
coupons for $616. They allow them can, Skywest ·and Horizon. Delta A recent trip we ., made to Bosio[\.. .. · -- · 
four roundtrips per year. -It figures owns 20 percent of Skywest, ·while • showed-the delight ·or travel. ·•Bean- "Traveling is something moSt peo­
out at only $154 per roundtrip. The Horizon is a subsidiary of Alaskan town"' has the welcome mat out for · pie therish and wi th• the present 
flights include San Juan, Peurto • Airlines. Last month, for example, tourists. It is friendly and_::~lean, comparatively low air fares, it jnSt 
Rico. boardings totaled 10,382. More than, despite George Bush.'s , politically- may be within their reach. 

Seniors also can buy four coupons, half, or 5,701, were on Delta, 2,790 inspired charge tliat Boston Harbor· . (Ben Plast1no is a Post-Reg-
which allow them to travel round- on American, 1,233 on Horizon, and is the dirtiest_in the nation. We also ister columnist.) ~C:...._ __________________________________________________________ _ 


