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Legislative limelights ... 

Revenue. projections 
set stage for fights 

By BEN J. PLASTINO 
Post-Register political editor 

The varying revenue projection figures for 
state government for both the 1982 fiscal year 
and the 1983 fiscal year promise a replay of the 
1981 budget figh ts between Democratic Gov. 
John V. Evans and the Republican legislative 
leadership but it should not be as bitter. 

It was the main controversy between the 
contending factions. In looking back both were 
~artly _in the right and partly in the wrong for 
fmancmg state government for the current fis­
cal year ending June 30. 

The variances for the 1983 fiscal year are not 
as great and the erratic fluctuations in the 
economy places a big question mark on any 
predictions, whether it be that of the governor 
or the Legislative Revenue Projection Com­
mittee. Neither can be blamed too much in 
view of the yoyo antics of the economy. 

* * * 
Perhaps both the governor and legislative 

leadership can both be faulted, the governor 
~ecause he is overly optimistic and the Repub­
licans leaders because they are pessimistic 
earning the title of "prophets of gloom." It 
would appear a midway point would be the best 
sollution for all concerned. 

Just for a brief review for fiscal year 1982 
b~ginning last July 1. The governor came up 
with a recommendation for a $438 million bud­
get. The Republican controlled Revenue 
Projection Committee could only see some $422 
million. 

The Revenue Projection Committee now has 
revised its 1982 revenue to $425,930,000, or some 
$4 million more above its original estimates. It 
is $13 million below what the governor wanted . 
This would indicate the legislature was far 

. more correct than the governor but neither 
earned any Brownie points for excellence. 
_ This is now all water under the bridge and it's 
a question of how much surplus can be sqeezed 
out t? use, either for tax relief, supplemental 
fundmg or any other purposes the legislature 
and governor can _agre~ .on. 

The figures for fiscal year beginning next 
July l and which the Idaho Legislature will 
consider in approving the budget as are not as 
varied. However, they could bring the gover­
nor and legislature again on a collision 
course. 

The Revenue Projection Committee pre­
di~t~d $463.4 million for fiscal 1983, or only $3.8 
m1lhon below the $467.2 million the governor 
recommended. 

However, the governor's figures are compli­
cated by his adding about $10 million more in 
what he calls "one shot" administrative proce­
dures, such a~ early state income tax reporting 
and other actions that come under question. 

Remarks by the legislators indicate they will 
~ot accept what they call "soft money" con- < 

Jecture. It would appear on the present basis an 
c!,lmost leadpipe cinch this year's budget will 
hover close to $465 million, give or take a couple 
of million. 

Sen. Dane Watkins, R-Idaho Falls, a mem- • 
ber of both the revenue project and finance 
committee, said he is so pessimistic that he 
sponsored a successful motion that would note 
the possibility of loss of $3 million by the state 
conforming to the Internal Revenue Service • 
Code on income tax reporting. 

The revenue committee also voted to add a 
footnote to the projection that it does not 
include the possibility of a $9 million loss of rev­
enue in fiscal 1983 by adopton of the federal 
income tax code on deductions, tax credits and 
exemptions. . 

Some believe the loss will be far less than $9 
million primarly from increased taxable 
income exemptions for individual retirement 
accounts and other special accounts. 

Thus, the all powerful Joint Finance-Appro­
priations Committee now has its revenue 
projection figures. If past practices are fol­
lowed, the so-called "dirty dozen" made up of 
the conservative Republicans will take the 
lower figures for its appropriation. It naturally 
will set spark acrimonious exchanges with the 
~overnor. 
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' 

• Whittom encouraged 
or Congress contest 

Bv BEN ,J. PLASTINO Whittom has served on the Governor's Advi-
Post:Register political editor sory Committee for Vocat~o11:al Education _a_nd 

A Democratic move originating in Bonne- waschairmanoftheAssociat10noffdah~C1tl~s 
ville County an<;l east Idaho is quietly underway legis1ative committee in 1977-78 and 1s still 
seeking to persuade William F . Whittom, active in municipal affairs . 
Rupert mayor and Idaho Farm _Bureau state He served as information dir~ctor for the 
information director, to enter the 2nd District State Senate in 1973-74 and in 1965 was named 
congressional contest against Republican U.S . information specialist for the USDA under Sec-
Rep. George V. Hansen. retary Orvill Freeman. He has worked on many 

The leaders say they will urge Whittom to political campaigns on the national, state and 
jqmp into the contest, pledging to help raise a local level. 
warchest that can mount an effective cam- Whittom is a native of McCall but grew up in -
paign. New Plymouth and attended Idaho State Uni-

Whittom could not be reached on his reaction versity with a major in education and a minor 
but in the past he has expressed interest in the in political science. , • 
position. * * * 

Whittom has received considerable publicity Whittom expressed interest in the, fall of 1979 
of late in south Idaho as an Idaho Farm Bureau of making the 1980 congres·sional race as a . 
spokesman outlining the sympq.thetic farmers' Democrat but later changed his mind. He 
views in behalf of the controvei.sial Mud Lake acknowledged he had been contaded 6y a num-
jack rabbit drives. ber of key Democrats urging his candidacy' but 

t * did not make a commitment. 
\lhittom, -10, is serving his second term as The key Democrats believe that Hansen is 

Ruprrt mayor, a part-time job, but he also highly vulnerable and this may be the year he 
holds f ulltime task with the Idaho Farm can be toppled. 
Bun•au and is wr-ll acquainted in the broad- They poin ted out that against Democrat 
based agricultur_e circles. Diane Bilyeu, Pocatello, wife · of State Sen. 

The Democratic leaders behind the move Chick Bilyeu, Hansen .was able to get only 56 
who asked not to be identified a t this time percent of the vote in the 1980 general election. 
acknowledge it may take more than $100,000 This was despite a strong Reagan and Republi-
and possibly $200,000 to finance a campaign oan tide and the fact that Mrs. Bilyeu spent only . 
against the weli entrenched Hansen. $25,000 in the campaign. 

\:Y11ittom has had considerable political expe~ Two prospective Democratic candidates, 
riPnce. He ran for the State Senate in 1972 but Sen. Israel Merrill, Blackfoot, and Larry 
lost to then Republican Sen. John T. Peavey, Echohawk, Fort Hall attorney , last month 
but who last year was elected as a Democrat announced they would not seek the position 
slate senator. after earlier professing interest. 
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