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Election jitters face

could adjourn early

By BEN J. PLASTINO
; Post-Reglster political editor
sezsé;:)l; mf ttlrxle Le:{ﬂs}:(iltive halls is optimistic this
of the aho Legislat i i
601('1}::1ys e . gislature will end in
€se rumors aren’t unusual; butthis ear
thgre are a number of signs that will hagpen
:il&sey?ar. I]f it does happen, it would be the first
in a long time; th
ity g e record was 55 days
The legislators could meet their 60-day goal

by adjourning March 11
March 13. ' » Or two days later on

* * *

The two paramount issues that have d
\ ; elayed
t!le Legislature in recent years — but this syes-
sion appear for early settlement — are reve-
nue projection and state employee salaries.

Gov. John V. Evams came u with a re
estimate of $«16:7,2 million whilg the Legis},:tr;sg
Revenug Projection Committee predicted
$4§3:4 million. This is only a difference of $3.8
million, hardly enough to bare their teeth,

Last year, the governor estimated $438 mi
. . 2 . 4 1-
hon'whlle: the legislature predicted $422$millrigi1
a wide difference of $16 million. It sparked a,

bitter fight, sendin the legi i
oy g egislature into long

Th_e governor has recommended
public emplqyee salary increase, ap?ul;egcelr.l;
percent merit pay, figures most legislators
generally accept. The only scrap possible on
this is the 1.5 percent merit pay.
Cpntr_oversy came up only last week when a
legislative committee favored the 5 percent
and up to 1.5 percent merit increase, but it only
approved $8.1 million from the general fund to
pay for them. The governor’s office said it
would take $10.3 million, meaning the merit pay
hlk;ja may be scrapped. §
st year, the major delay w
salaries. Legislatosz passgd :S 'an;:fgetx)lbt,
Increase for state employees but appropriated

only $4 million which resulted in cutting more :‘

than 300 workers, mostly fro
of Health and Welfare. Yy from the Department

* * *

The all important Joint Finance-Appropria- ‘

tions Committee is not progressing an

; L fast
Itlhan usual but it also doesn’t face t%le ﬁyl'lancii'l'
I eadaphes of the past. The committee finished
itsaction on supplemental requests Wednesday

and will now turn to the request from the state |

agencies. This is suppose to be com leted i
days, but t!lat deadline has been metl;n two :;Ie‘(‘f
ades. It might be possible this year.,

* * *

Talks has been rife in recent years fi
alksl ! i or ret
to biennial sessions but as the gtate has gs‘ol:wl/‘:
and the l?udget Increases, this appears out of
the question now. There still appears proposals
(fi(l)g gifn?;lal budgteting for one year and to han-
other matters except fi i
rdensy Xcept financial on alter-
There were biennial sessions fro
m 1890 t,
1_967 but there were special sessions during tha‘t’
time on many occasions, in 1912, 1931, three in
1935-?:6, one in 1937, two in 1544, two in 1946, one
f:ﬁcsh in 1950, 1952, 1961, 1964, and 1965 and h’vo in

Records show a regular session of 7
i 5 d
and 14 days special session on reapportionm:gxi
;n 1981; _anq 85 days special session, the third
s(i):ﬁs; in l}}stor M and three days special ses-
'on for welfare, Medicaid, hi ien-
nlgl funding, in 1980, Ry and bieg
Jther recent sessions include 78days i
69 in 19’{8, 71in 1977, 75 in 1976, 68 in {9715‘,l ;273;
1974,‘65 in 1973, 75in 1972, 69 regular and 18 days
sp;gnal for l;;eapportionment in 1971.
€ record was the first session when Id
a_ssumed‘ statehood in 1896 which spannedagg
days bqt itwas officially in session only 82 days
!.Jp_ nntll.the start of the 1978s, most sessions:
'fi‘lll::as:eego “:i (liﬂ dayst, or within five days of that,
Second longest was 83 in 1967 if ¢
session is not considered. ik i

legislators in Idaho

By BEN J. PLASTINO
Post-Register political editor

Although barely mentioned, the prospects of
facing re-election is in the forfront of the minds
of most Idaho legislators who are now toiling at
the second half of the 47th Idaho Legislature.

They know all too well what they do — or
don’t do — will be well remembered by the
voters when they return to their home stomp-
ing grounds to patch their political fences for
the coming campaign.

The election threat thus guides virtually
every action they take in legislation.

That’s one of the paramount reason there
will be no significanttax increase, no inaugura-
tion of new programs, or anything that might
upset the sensitive constituents.

Perhaps many Idahoans are not aware but
the legislators and other elective offices cer
tainly are, is the fact the primary election is not
very far of. It falls this year on May 24 but even
more unsettling is the fact the filing is the first
seven days in April, only about six weeks
away.

It will come little more than a month after
the Legislature is expected to adjourn in late
Marchl. Past records show very few will need
to risk primary competition. The majority,
however can expect contess for the Nov.2 gen-
eral election.

If any have primpary competition and there
are a number throughout the state, it means
their opponents can begin campaigning in
March while the incumbents are tied up with
their duties in the Legislature.

However, there is a bill contemplated to
move the primary back to July in fear the court
may need to settle reapportionment, and this
could change the entire campaign strategy.

% * *

Until reapportionment is finally settled, most
of the legislators don’t even know for certain
the boundaries of the legislative districts they
will represent. There were changes proposed in
the July special session which affected all of

AP

the districts, including the six embracing the 10
east Idaho counties.

The most drastic boundary changes are con-
templated for District 27, embracing most of
Bingham County; District 29, west Bonneville
and Butte; District 30, central Bonneville and
Shelley; and District 31, east Bonneville and
Teton. Less alterations are planned for District
20, Jefferson, Lemhi, Clark and Custer; and
District 28, Madison and Fremont.

Most of the difficulties presently center in
the three legislative districts in the Pocatello
area, but these in turn have a domino effect on
adjacent districts, including those in east
Idaho. If the entire reapportionment plan is
reopened, then it would be even more trau-
matic.

g e R

Asfar as can be determined, all 18 legislators
— six senators and 12 state representatives —
in east Idaho likely will seek re-election. There
have been rumors that some may forego return
tothe Legislature. However, history has shown
that unless an office holder emphatically
announce he is not a candidate for re-election,
the chances are almost 100 percent he will
run.

State Sen. Dane Watkins, R-Idaho Falls, and
Rep. Wayne E.Tibbitts, R-Lorenzo, have indi-
cated they are undecided and won’t make up
their mind until later. Based on the past, the
prospects are heavy in favor of their running

again. Two or three others also said they are
considerng retiring but much of this can be
taken with deep reservation.

In fact, the turnover in the present Legisla-
ture appears the smallest in years. House
Speaker Ralph Olmstead, R-Twin Falls, won’t
return as he is seeking the governorship and
Sen. Dean Abrahams, R-Caldwell, has
announced he will not seek re-election. Reap-
portionment may force some incumbents to
run against each but they are few, mostly in
District 3 in the Panhandlé. The situation will
clear after reapportionment has been
approved.



