
Agreement near 
on new farm hill, 
Hansen~ts 

By BEN J. PLASTINO 
Post-Register political editor 

A top level meeting at the White House Wednesday morning has 
trought general agreement for a · comprehensive bipartisan 1981 
farm bill to settle differences between the House and Senate ver­
sions, Rep. George V. Hansen, R-Idaho, told The Post-Register 
Wednesday by telephone. 

Hansen, a senior Republican member of the House Agriculture 
Committee, said the meeting was intended to bring an agreement on 
provisions of the bills that will come under the budgetary guidelines 
of the Reagan administration, yet furnish the necessary help for the 
beleaguered farmers of the nation. 

"It was agreed we would encourage the president to do whatever 
is possible to commit the resources of his administration to fulfilling 
a bipartisan agriculture commitment that would be adopted by both 
parties," said Hansen. 

"We felt by doing this, we could get away from talks of vetoes or 
anything else that would defeat the bill." 
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Hansen said it is possible the Senate version will be more closely 
adopted because its cost is some $5 billion less than the House-passed 
measure. 

Hansen said he also personally plugged and received support for a 
sugar program that at least will retain the sugar ecnomy left in 
Idaho and possibly in the distant future may encourage it. 

The discussions also favored inclusion of a peanuts program which 
was excluded in the House bill 

Generally, it was agreed to have most major farm comodities 
included that will need some type of of market programs, such as 
subsidies or others. 

"It is the first time that I can remember that we got all of this 
under one roof," said Hansen. 

Among those attending were President Reagan, who encouraged 
• a strong bipartisan agirculture effort which he said should not be 

identified as as strictly that of the administration; Vice President 
George Bush; presidential advisors Jim Baker, Ed Meese and Max 
Friedersdorf; Secretary of Agriculture John Block; Budget Direc­
tor David Stockman; Senate Majority Leader Howard Baker; 
House Minority Leader Robert Michel; and chairmen and members 
of the Senate and House agriculture committees. 

Reagan and his staff also had met earlier in the morning with 
Senate and House Democratic leaders and agriculture committee 
chairmen to get a commitment for the bipartisan effort, reported 
Hansen. 
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Few upsets in primary electio_n 
By BEN J. PLASTINO 

Post-Register columnist 
Results of last Tuesday's primary 

went pretty much as expected, but 
there were some upsets by close mar­
gins. 

Many of the standings are subject 
to minor alterations by the inclusion 
of absentee ballots and the official 
canvasses next week, but they are not 
expected to reverse any results. 

Turnout in Bonneville County was 

larger than anticipated. It totaled 
12,030, or 37.1 percent of the 32,425 
registered. Of this, 8,310 voted 
Republican ballot and only 1,460 
Democrat. A turnout of about 
10,000, or 30 percent, had been pre-
dicted. • 

In summary of the Democratic 
presidential, senatorial, and Republi­
can 2nd District congressional, seven 
legislative and two Bonneville 
County commissioner contests, pre­
dictions were accurate in .all but two 
legislative races and a Bonneville 
County commissioner post. All were 
extremely close. 

The featured race was the congres­
sional tussle between U.S. Rep. 
George Hansen and Jerome County 
Pr~secuting Attorney Dan Adamson, 
and, as expected, it went down to the 
wire. Hansen pulled it out by about 
1,600 votes, a smaller margm than 
the 5 percent forecast. The final 
unofficial tabutation showed Hansen 
ahead 34,431 to 32,763. 

This indicates, however, that Han­
sen apparently has lost some of the 
thin margin that has carried him to 
victory in past elections. It could 
indicate serious trouble for Hansen 
in November's general election, but 
the outcome probably will depend on 
how the general election campaign is 
waged. 

A study would indicate, however, 
erosion of much of his approximate 
5 percent advantage of past elections. 
He will retain his avid conservative 
Republican support but the 5 000-
10,000 swing votes of mod~rate 
Republi_cans and indeqendents might 
go agarnst Hansen unless he cin 
miraculously change it during the 
campaign ahead. 

For example, Hansen beat Demo­
crat Richard Stallings, Rexburg, by 
on~y 7,200 votes two years ago. A 
switch of some 3,700 votes could 
reverse the result. · 

Another factor that trimmed Han­
sen's victory margin is the crossove 
of many Repubicans and indpen­
dents to vote for Adamson. Th.is i , 
'apparent _beca~se. of the dearth o~ 
Democratic races m mant counties 
including Bonneville. '\ 

As predicted, Colorado • Sen. Gary 
Hart vanqui~hed Walter Mondale for 
the Democratic presidential nomina­
tion, but by a larger margin than 
expected. It was nearly 2-1 in a non­
binding balloting. The final ballot 
was 29,803, or 68 percent, for Hart, 
to 14,926, or 29 percent, for Mon 
dale. The Rev. Jesse Jackson trailed 
with 2,932, or 6 percent. 

Most of the legislative contests 
went along pre~ty much as expected. 

The only mild upset, if it can be· 
c_alled that, was the featured legisla­
tive race for the Democratic nomina­
tion for state representative in Dis­
trict 31 made up of Madison and 
Fremont Counties. This was for the 
relinquished by House Minority 
Leader Melvin Hammond D-Rex­
burg, who will become pre~ident of J 

the Bolivia LDS Mission. 
In this contest, Tom Kershaw \ 

Sugar-Salem school superintendent' 
edged out Keith Larsen, Rexburg 
businessman 323 to 307. It was a 
reverse of the close race predicted 
between the two. Trailing close 
behind were Darrell Moss Sugar 
City councilman and forme~ educa­
tor, 271, and Roger J. Hoopes, Rex­
burg attorney, 183. 

All other le~islative contests were 
on the Republican ballot. 

In the ·Bonneville commissioner 
contest, incumbent Tom Loertscher 
was upset by Clifford B. Long, of 
Iona, 3,690 to 3,669. Trailing was 
Bruce Flora, Idaho Falls accountant, 
with 1,648. 

L_ong's intensive campaigning is 
attnbuted by observers as the main 
reason_ fo£ Loer_t~~her's ouster. 


